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PREFACE. 


The  publishers  have  esstiycd  in  this  volume  to  reptesent  the  courts 
and  lawyers  of  Michigan,  historically  and  biographicaily.  From  its 
inception  the  utKlcrtakint;  lias  been  recot^uizcd  ;i.s  praise\vt)rt1i}'  by  tin; 
profession,  whose  courtesy  has  materially  aided  in  its  completion.  The 
generous  assistance  of  distinguished  members  of  the  Bar  in  the  preparation 
of  historical  articles  is  duly  appreciated  and  gratefully  acknowledged. 
Much  care  has  been  taken  to  make  the  articles  in  this  department 
superlatively  valuable  by  verifying  statements  of  fact,  wherever  possible, 
and  securing  accuracy,  which  is  the  chief  merit  of  liistoiy. 

The  tvvm  "biography  "  indeed  modern,  but  the  kind  of  literature 
Ut-scribcil  in  the  utyinology  of  tlie  word  Iia^  the  sanction  of  remote 
antiquity.  Almost  two  thousand  years  ago  C%sar  wrote  his  autobio- 
grapliy  in  his  Commentaries.  A  thousand  years  before  that  Homer  g^vc 
to  the  world  the  biographies  of  Achilles  and  Ulysses  in  the  Iliad  and  the 
Odyssey..  At  a  period  still  more  remote  by  several  centuries  Moses 
sketched  the  Hves  of  Adam  and  Noah  and  Abraham  and  Tiibal-Cain. 
Ever  since  tlie  book  of  Genesis  was  composed  by  the  great  Hebrew  leader 
and  law-giver,  biography  lias  constituted  an  essential  part  of  history.  Car- 
lyle  justifies  it  in  a  single  sentence:  "  For,  as  I  take  it,  universal  history, 
the  history  of  what  man  has  accomplished  in  this  Morld,  is  at  bottom 
the  history  of  great  men  who  have  worked  here."  Macaniay  asserts  that 
it  is  properly  a  department  of  history,  and  that  it  should  not  be  a  history 
of  the  kinj^s  solely,  but  of  the  people  also.  TItis  enlarged  viev,  la-  heeji 
adopted  by  the  pubHsliers  in  determining  tiu;  ^cope  the  "Bench  and 
Bar  of  Michigan.*'  While  due  homage  is  paid  to  the  "kings"  in  the 
profession  it  has  lu  i  assumed  that,  under  the  comprehensive  title,  the 
youngest  and  lea.st  con.'ipicuous  lawyer  in  the  State  is  equally  entitled  to 
representation  and  his  modicum  of  space,  provided  his  .standing  at  the 
Bar  is  good. 

The  editor  has  been  actuated  by  a  sincere  purpose  to  estimate  each 
subject  fairly  and  honestly.  His  undervaluation  or  overestimate  of  any 
lawyer  is  attributable  either  to  want  of  information  or  a  great  deal  of 

misinformation,  and  is  not  due  to  malice  or  partiality.  A  few  of  the 
prominent  and  de.serviag  lawvcrsi  have  cho-icu  to  abbreviate  their  sketthc-s, 
omitting  much  that  would  have  been  interesting  to  readers.  On  the 
whole,  however,  it  is  believ  ed  the  publication  w  ill  prove  acceptable  to  the 
members  of  that  honorable  profession  which  ha^  contributed  su  much  to 
the  fame  of  a  flourishing  commonwealth. 

George  Irving  Reed. 
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THE  SUPREME  COURT. 

A  HISTORICAL  SKETCH. 
EDITED  BY  JUDGES  SAMVSL  T.  DOUGLASS  AND  BENJAMIN  f.  GRAVES. 

The  first  political  and  judicial  control  of  Michigan  by  the  United 
States  was  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  Immortal  Ordinance  of  1787,  which 
was  the  Bill  of  Rights  for  the  people  of  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio 

river.  It  was  scarcely  less  important  than  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  adopted  the  same  vcar  by  the  ^ame  body.  It  was  a  compact 
between  the  original  states  and  the  people  of  the  territory  and  the  states  to 
be  afterwards  erected  therein.  It  was  tolerant  in  spirit,  guaranteeing  to  all 
persons  freedom  of  religious  belief  and  security  in  form  of  worship.  It 
was  humane,  extending  to  persons  held  in  custody  the  benefit  of  habeas 
corpus  and  the  ri^ht  of  trial  by  jurj'.  It  was  just  in  that  it  guaranteed  full 
compensation  for  property  taken  or  services  exacted  of  the  individual  for 
the  public  benetit,  and  proportionate  representation  in  the  legislature. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  inhibited  forever  the  infliction  of  cruel  or  unusual 
punishments;  the  depriving  a  man  of  his  liberty  or  property,  except  by 
the  law  of  the  land  or  the  judgment  of  his  peers;  the  enactment  of  any 
law  impairing  private  contracts  or  engagements,  bona  fide,  without  fraud. 
Finally  it  proclaimed  that  "neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  siiall 
ever  exist  in  the  territory,  other  than  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  of 
which  the  accused  shall  have  been  convicted." 

Geographically,  Michigan  was  included  in  the  Northwest  Territory; 
but  actually  It  was  not  allccted  by  the  Ordinance  until  nine  years  after  its 
adoption.  The  Jay  I  reaty  was  signed  June  17,  1796,  and  on  the  elevciuli 
day  of  July,  the  same  year,  the  flag  of  the  United  States  floated  over  the 
village  and  garrison  of  Detroit  for  the  first  time,  although  fifteen  years  had 
elapsed  since  the  close  of  the  Revolution.  The  first  American  settlement 
within  the  borders  of  Michigan  was  in  1793.  More  than  a  century  and  a 
half  earlier  the  brave  and  j^entle  Jesuit  priests  had  established  missions  at 
Michiiimackinac  and  cl-<  u  ln  rc.  Kvcn  the  settlement  ol  Detroit  was 
begun  in  1701,  under  tlic  leadership  of  Cadillac  and  a  Jesuit  missionary, 
with  one  hundred  Frenchmen.  Sbcty  years  later  the  garrison  and  the 
town  surrendered  to  the  English,  who  held  possession  thtrty-five  years. 
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rind  evacuated  only  in  pursuance  of  the  treaty  of  :7  )6.  The  British  again 
took  possession  when  Hull  surrendered  to  General  Brock,  August  i6,  1812. 
This  occupation,  however,  was  little  more  than  a  year,  as  General  Harrison 
won  the  battle  of  Detroit  September  29,  18 13,  and  after  that  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  continued  absolute.  The  records  of  the  courts  estab- 
lished by  the  French  durintj  the  long  period  of  their  occupation  are  not 
available,  if  indeed  any  were  preserved.  Information  as  to  the  kind  of 
courts  and  the  judicial  methods  is  dependent  on  tradition,  and  probably 
the  imagination  or  conjecture  of  a  capable  historian  has  sometimes  sup- 
plied the  facts.  The  descendants  of  the  early  French  settlers  for  a  century 
and  a  half  had  in  their  veins  a  very  considerable  proportion  of  Indian  blood. 
The  races  fraternized  and  the  half-breed  population  retained  many  of  the 
priniitive  ideas  of  justice.  It  is  related  tliat  Robert  Navarre,  a^oyai  notary 
and  under-delegate  of  the  Intendant,  exercised  the  functions  of  a  magistrate 
in  1730.  The  authority  of  the  local  commander  was  supreme  and  the 
exercise  of  it  despotic.  Voluntary  associations  of  merchants  and  traders 
settled  ".1!  matters  of  dispute  between  themselves  by  arbitration.  There 
were  no  la\v3-ers,  and  judges  who  were  npnninted  never  came  to  the  rri- 
tory.  It  was  the  rule  to  send  criminaLs  to  the  home  government  lor  trial. 
There  was  one  official,  however,  who  was  willing  to  assume  all  kinds  of 
responsibility.  He  was  Philip  de  Jean,  nominally  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
but  in  reality  a  veritable  "Poo- Bah."  lie  not  only  pronounced  the  death 
sentence  upon  prisoners  found  guilty  of  larceny,  but  in  two  or  three 
instances,  was  the  '-'Lord  High  Executioner,"  to  carry  out  the  sentence. 
Que  of  these  unfortunate  culprits  was  a  woman  accused  of  stealing  fifty 
dollars  from  her  employer.  This  notorious  magistrate 'had  been  a  notary 
under  the  French  regime,  and  was  a  legacy  to  the  English  succession  much 
esteemed  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Hamilton,  the  arbitrary  local  ruler, 
who  came  after  the  treaty  of  1763.  Philip  dc  Jean  may  be  counted  hs 
the  first  Supreme  Court  with  all  of  the  paraphernalia  and  instruments  for 
the  conduct  of  a  trial  and  the  execution  of  its  own  decrees.  In  a  very 
interesting  article  on  the  early  "Judicial  System,"  published  in  the  "Maga- 
zine of  W  stein  History,"  the  late  Judge  Campbell  says: 

"Th<-  ccK-hratrd  Oi.u  bcc  Art  f>f  1 774  provided  that  the  civil  law  of 
Tans  and  the  crmimai  law  of  England  should  prevail  m  tins  region.  In 
1778  the  region  was  formally  included  in  the  district  of  Hesse,  and  Detroit 
was  made  the  seat  of  justice.  William  Dummer  Powell  wa=;  the  first  judge 
who  presided  over  ttie  court,  and  afterwards  was  Chief  justice  of  Upper 
Canada.  From  this  time  on  the  courts  sat  regularly.  Besides  the  first 
court,  there  were  courts  of  common  pU  as  and  (juaiter  -  jSTioiis.  Tlie  ce*m- 
mon  pleas  judges  were  all  reputable  laymen,  and  the  courts  were  held  in 
high  esteem.  Louis  Beaufait  was  the  first  Chief  Judge  and  James  May, 
Patrick  McNiff,  Charles  Girardin  and  X  iilianiel  Williams  were  associates. 
All  were  old  citi;^cns,  familiar  with  tlic  French  and  English,  and  allied  by 
marriage  or  blood  with  the  French  inhabitants.  Things  continued  in  this 
shape  until  Jay's  Treaty  went  into  operation  in  1796,  when  the  British 
courts  were  removed  to  the  other  side  of  the  river." 
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The  authority  of  the  United  States  was  then  extended  over  the  region 

and  the  Ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  Northwest  Territory  became 
operative  therein.    The  officrn-  were  a  governor,  a  secretary  and  three 
judges,  who  composed  the  Supreme  Court.    The  government  had  already 
existed  for  eight  years,  with  headquarters  first  at  Marietta,  and  afterwards 
at  Gncinnati.    It  was  subsequently  (in  1800)  removed  to  Chillico'the.  The 
judges,  with  the  governor,  constituted  a  l^islature,  empowered  to  compile 
laws  selected  from  the  statutes  of  the  original  states,  but  not  to  enact 
original  laws.    All  of  the  legislation  was  -uhi  jcl  to  the  approva!  of  Con- 
gress.   The  new  territory  acquired  by  the  Jay  Treaty,  which  included  a 
strip  of  Northern  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  all  of  Michigan  and  Wis- 
consin,  which  contained  settlements,  was  attached  to  the  Northwest  Terri- 
tory as  the  county  of  Wayne.    Incidentally,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the 
fir^t  apyiropriation  for  a  court  in  Detroit  after  it  came  under  control  of  the 
United  States  was  in  this  year,  and  the  sum  appropriated  was  eighty -five 
dollars.    Winthrop  Sergeant,  Secretary  of  the  Territory,  was  then  acting 
governor.    The  judges  were  John  Cleves  Symmes  (one  of  the  three  origin- 
ally appointed  in  1 787),  General  Rufus  Putnam,  and  George  Turner.  One 
sc!«sir>n  of  the  Si.:preme  Court  was  held  in  Detroit  annually,  and  Judge 
Symmes,  who  lived  near  Cincinnati,  never  missed  a  session,  until  the  terri- 
tory was  divided  by  setting  off  Ohio  in  1800;  although  it  was  necessary 
to  make  the  entire  journey  on  horseback.    At  the  same  time  (1800)  the 
Territory  of  Indiana  was  erected  with  jurisdiction  over  the  remaining  por- 
tion of  the  Northwest  Territory.    In  his  introduction  to  "Michigan,"  of 
the  American  Commonwealth  Series,  Judge  Cooley  says  what  is  pertinent 
here : 

"The  changes  of  sovereign  as  well  as  of  subordinate  jurisdiction  have 
been  greater  in  Michigan  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  American  Union. 

France,  Great  Britain  and  the  United  State?  have  successively  had  domin- 
ion over  it,  and  under  the  United  States  it  was  part  of  the  Northwest 
Terriiory  and  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana  before  it  became  the  Territory 
of  Aliclii'jan.  As  ATichii,Mn  Territory  it  pa'-^cd  thoitgh  all  the  grades  of 
subordinate  jurisdiction,  and  the  circumstances  attending  its  admission  to 
the  Union  made  its  history  at  that  period  quite  unique." 

General  William  Henry  Harrison  was  appointed  Governor  of  Indiana 
Territory,  and  his  efforts  to  introduce  negro  slavery  may  be  mentioned  as 
one  of  the  curious  facts  of  history.  Several  petitions  were  sent  to  Con- 
gress praying  to  have  the  Ordinance  of  '87  suspended  for  a  term  of  years 
so  that  slave  tabor  might  be  employed.  The  first  petition  was  ignored,  the 
second  received  a  favorable  committee  report,  but  failed  in  the  house;  a 
third  was  under  consideration  when  the  subject  was  brought  into  the  courts 
for  an  opinion.  The  Chk-(  Justice  of  the  Territory  settled  the  question  by 
a  decision  from  which  there  was  110  appeal.  He  declared  it  could  not 
exist  in  tile  ierritoiy  either  by  the  law  of  nations,  the  common  law,  or 
domestic  legislation.  He  held  that  the  ordinance  was  absolutely  inhibitive 
and  concluded  as  follows:  "I  am  therefore  bound  to  say,  and  do  say,  that 


4 


BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  MICHIGAN. 


a  right  of  property  in  the  human  spt'cies  cannot  exist  in  this  territory, 
except  as  to  persons  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  British  settlers  on  the 
sixteenth  day  of  June,  1796,  and  that  evety  man  coming  into  the  territory 
is  by  the  law  of  the  land  a  free  man,  unless  he  be  a  fugitive  from  lawful 
labor  and  service  in  some  other  American  state  or  territory;  and  then  he 
must  be  restored." 

Ry  an  Act  of  Conffre'iT  January  11,  1805,  Indiana  Territory  was 
divided.  Its  north  boundary  was  fixed  by  a  line  extending  east  from 
the  most  southerly  bend  of  Lake  Michigan  until  it  intersected  Lake  Erie. 
The  Territory  of  Michigan,  set  off  during  the  same  year,  was  bounded  on 
the  south  by  the  line  mentioned;  on  the  v'.cst  by  another  line  drawn  north 
fnm  the  first  through  the  middle  of  Lake  Michigan  to  its  northt-m  extrem- 
ity, and  thence  north  to  the  bo»indary  of  the  United  Statr«.  I  lu-  British 
possessions  were  on  the  north  and  east.  A  separate  territorial  govern- 
ment, modeled  after  that  of  the  Northwest  Territory,  was  erected  for 
Michigan  June  30,  1805.  The  principal  settlement  was  of  course  at 
Detroit,  whose  population  was  about  four  thousand.  It  had  been  incor- 
porated as  a  town  three  years  before,  and  was  incorporated  as  a  city  a 
year  after. 

The  history  of  jurisprudence  in  Michigan,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  is  properly  divided  into  four  epochs:  First,  from  1805  to 
1823;  second,  from  1824 to  1835;  third,  1836  to  1850;  fourth,  after  1850. 
Within  the  fourth  period  several  modifications  have  taken  place.  During 
the  first  epoch  the  Supreme  Court  consisted  of  three  iud,':;e<;,  appointed 
by  the  l^re.sident  of  the  United  States,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate. 
These  judges  sat  as  a  court  with  common  law  jurisdiction,  and  sat  as  a 
legislative  body  with  the  governor  ex-officio  as  chairman.  The  court  had 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  land  cases  and  capital  offenses;  concurrent  juris- 
diction in  all  other  civi!  ca?p<^  where  the  amount  in  rontroversy  wa?  of  the 
value  of  two  hundred  dollars.  Tlu-  territory  was  divided  into  three  dis- 
tricts and  it  was  provided  that  one  oi  the  Supreme  Judges  should  preside 
in  each  district,  with  two  associates  who  were  laymen.  These  districts 
were  designated  as  Detroit,  Erie  and  Huron ;  and  Mackinaw  district  was 
added  soon  afterwards.  Inferior  courts  were  organized  for  the  transaction 
of  small  civil  business.  The  titles  to  lands  were  practically  indefinable,  or 
at  least  questionable,  and  the  confusion  was  intensified  by  the  burning  of 
Detroit  and  destruction  of  the  records  during  the  first  year  of  territorial 
existence.  Far  the  most  complicated  business  of  the  court  was  found  in 
the  ascertainment  and  determination  of  titles  to  realty.  Congress  came 
to  the  rescue  in  1 807,  with  an  act  providing  that  title  to  lots  and  lands 
should  be  vested  in  the  persons  who  had  been  in  possession  since  1796. 

President  Jefferson  appointed  for  the  first  governor  General  William 
Hull,  of  Massachusetts,  a  man  of  large  ability  and  excellent  reputation, 
who  had  been  prominent  in  civil  office  and  military  command ;  a  man  of 
refined  manners  and  little  adaptability  to  conditions  on  the  frontier.  For 
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judges  the  President  appointed  Augustus  Brevoort  Woodward,  Samuel 
Huntington  and  Frederick  Bates.    Judge  Huntington,  who  was  one  of  the 

judges  of  the  first  Suprenne  Court  of  Ohio,  and  afterwards  ^ovf^mor  of  that 
state,  declined  to  serve,  and  John  Griffin  was  appointed  in  his  place. 
Woodward  was  in  many  respects  a  remarkable  character — original,  cer- 
tainly. He  was  possessed  of  considerable  ability  and  a  great  deal  of  intel- 
lectual force.  He  had  a  liberal  knowledge  of  the  law,  considerable  learning 
and  more  pedantry.  He  was  a  strange  compound,  frequently  stubborn 
and  wrong-headed  —  generally  audacious  and  c;itiricious.  He  was  responsi- 
ble for  the  plat  of  Detroit,  which  was  laid  out  on  a  scale  of  magnificence  quite 
out  of  harmony  with  the  times  and  the  surroundings.  Broad  avenues, 
starting  from  a  common  center  which  he  styled  the  Circus  Maxtmus,  were 
projected  far  into  the  woods,  and  located  by'the  aid  of  astronomical  instru- 
ments. Although  his  scheme  as  a  whole  was  impracticable,  the  visitor  to 
Detroit  as  it  stands  to-day  will  find  a  city  more  beautiful  for  the  nightly 
vigiL  and  consultations  of  the  heavenly  bodies  by  the  first  Chief  Justice, 
when  he  planned  and  platted  the  "City  of  the  Straits."  Another  marvel- 
ous creation  of  his  mind  was  the  Catholepistemiad,  incorporated  in  1817, 
with  an  array  of  professorships  bearing  unpronouncealiU:  Greek  and  Latin 
titles;  governed  by  a  prc«^idcnt,  vice  president  liuI  other  officials.  While 
you  smile  at  the  conceit  and  vagaries  ot  the  man  whose  peculiar  genius  is 
shadowed  forth  by  this  dream,  do  not  fail  to  remember  that  the  Catholepis- 
temiad of  the  eccentric  Chief  Justice  has  become  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, to  which  so  many  lawyers  of  the  state  are  debtors.  Jwdge  Woodward 
qtinrrelled  with  everx'  member  of  the  court  whom  he  could  not  control. 
His  hcnclirnan  was  Judge  Griffin,  and  it  was  not  unusual  to  witness  a  dead- 
lock in  matters  of  legislation  between  Woodward  and  GrifiBn  on  one  side, 
and  Governor  Hull  and  Judge  Bates  on  the  other.  The  quarrels  were  fre- 
quent and  unseemly;  so  that  Judge  Bates,  a  man  of  high  character  and 
honorable  purpose,  resigned  after  two  years  of  service  and  removed  to  St. 
Louis,  where  he  won  distinction  at  the  bar.  James  Withereli  was 
appointed  to  succeed  Bates.  He  was  a  good  lawyer,  an  upright  judge. 
Firm  in  his  own  convictions  he  could  not  be  influenced  by  another  to  favor 
legislation  or  a  judicial  decision  which  his  conscience  did  not  approve. 
He  remained  a  member  of  the  court  to  the  end  of  the  first  epoch  and  was 
reappointed  under  the  >,econd. 

In  March,  1823,  Coufyress  eiuicted  a  law  transferring  the  legislation  to 
the  governor  and  a  council  of  nine  citizens,  appointed  by  the  President  and 
selected  from  eighteen  elected  by  the  people  of  the  territory.  Sessions  of 
sixty  days  were  authorized  for  legislation  and  all  laws  were  subject  to  the 
approval  of  Congress.  By  the  same  law  the  term  of  judfres  of  the 
Supreme  Court  v.ms  reduced  to  four  year's,  and  their  powers  were  enlarged 
by  extending  them  to  equity  cases,  h  was  I urtlier  provided  that  all  offices 
should  be  vacated  February  1,  1 824,  in  order  that  the  new  system  might 
be  inaugurated  in  an  orderly  manner.    The  first  court  under  the  second 
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epoch  was  composed  of  James  Witherell  Chief  Justice,  Solomon  Sibley  and 
John  Hunt.  In  1827  Henry  Chipman  was  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  Judge  Hunt.    Judge  Witherell  resigned  in 

to  accept  the  secretaryship  of  the  territory  nnd  wa-^  succeeded  by 
William  Woodbridge,  of  Connecticut,  who  v,'?.s  sccictaiy  of  tlu-  territory 
at  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  the  bench.  Die  two  simply  exciiangcd 
offices,  by  the  aid  of  the  President  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

In  1827  Judge  Sibley  was  reappointed  and  made  Chief  Justice.  His 
associates  appointed  at  the  same  time  were  George  Morel),  of  New  York, 
and  Ross  Wilkins,  of  Pennsylvania.  All  three  of  these  were  reappointed 
in  1832  and  served  until  the  admission  ol  Michigan  as  a  state  in  the  Union. 
During  the  first  epoch  the  judges,  with  their  respective  terms  of  service 
were:  Augustus  B.  Woodward  and  John  Wilkins,  from  1805  to  1823; 
Frederick  Bates,  from  1805  to  1807;  James  Witherell,  from  1808  to  1823 
—  only  four  during  the  period  of  eighteen  years.  In  the  second  epoch  of 
thirteen  years,  seven  judges  were  appointed,  one  of  whom  died  in  oflicc: 
James  Witherell,  1824  to  1828;  Solomon  Sibley,  1824  to  1837;  John 
Hunt,  1824  to  1827;  Henry  Chipman,  1827  to  1832;  William  Wood- 
bridge,  1828  to  1832;  George  Morell,  1832  to  1837;  Ross  Wilkins,  1832 
to  1837. 

Solomon  Sibley  is  described  in  history  as  "one  of  the  wisest  and  hc^t 
men  that  ever  lived  in  Michigan."  The  judges  who  sat  with  him  were 
lawyers  of  respectable  talents  and  most  of  them  men  of  high  character. 
Henry  Chipman  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  practiced  law  some  years  in 
South  Carolina,  and  removed  to  Detroit  prior  to  his  appointment.  His 
record  nn  the  bench  is  clean,  and  long  after  his  retirement  he  was  a 
respected  citizen  of  the  state. 

Woodbridge.  William  W'oodbiidge  was  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
was  principally  educated  there,  though  soon  after  the  Revolutionary  War 
his  father  emigrated  with  his  family  to  Marietta,  on  the  Ohio  river,  where 
he  spent  some  years  of  his  youth,  and  several  of  his  active  professional  life. 
He  came  to  Detroit  i'l  1814,  having  been  appointed  secretary  of  the  ter- 
ritory by  President  Madison.  He  wn^--  man  of  m^irked  ability,  of  courte- 
ous manners,  of  liberal  learning  in  Uie  law,  of  considerable  general  culture, 
and  a  commanding  figure  in  the  history  of  the  territory  and  of  the  early 
years  of  the  state.  He  was  a  member  of  the  convention  which  framed  the 
state  constitution  of  183S,  became  governor  in  1840,  and  was  United 
States  senator  from  1841  to  1847.  All  of  which  positions  he  filled  with 
ability  and  fidelity.    He  died  in  i86i. 

Wilkins  was  a  native  of  Pittsbui^  and  resident  of  that  city  at  the 
time  of  his  appointment  to  the  territorial  judgeship.  Before  the  admission 
of  the  state  into  the  Union  he  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  United  States 
District  Court,  and  discharged  the  dutie-^  nf  that  office  until  1871,  when  he 
availed  hiiii^cli  of  the  option  of  retiring;  on  full  pay,  havinjj;^  pris-^ed  the 
mark  of  seventy  years.    He  was  a  member  of  the  regular  constitutional 
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convention  of  18^6,  and  also  of  the  irregular  convention  held  in  December 
of  the  same  year,  to  accept  tlie  proposition  of  Congress  giving  the  Upper 
Peninsula  in  exchange  for  the  strip  claimed  and  taken  by  the  state  of  Ohio. 
He  was  a  man  of  fine  legal  acquirements  and  made  a  very  respectable 
judge.  He  had  some  brilliant  qualities  useful  to  the  advocate,  but  his 
mind  was  not  eminently  judicial  or  well  balanced. 

The  state  havhig  attained  a  population  of  sixty  thousand,  a  conven- 
tion was  held  in  1835.  The  constitution  framed  by  this  convention  was 
ratified  by  popular  vote  and  the  enabling  act  for  the  admission  of  the  state 
was  approved  June  15,  1836,  after  much  wrangling  over  a  strip  of  disputed 
territory  embracing  four  hundred  and  seventy  square  miles,  over  which 
Oln'o  h:id  i'\t(;n(l'.'(l  Iut  iun'cfliction  dcsoite  the  fnrt  that  it  \v?.^  oiitsiHe  of 
the  iginal  boundary  line  setting  n\[  her  territory.  Although  the  subsequent 
irregular  proceedmgs  by  which  the  convention  accepted  a  compromise  occa- 
sioned much  dissatisfaction  and  discontent,  the  sober  second  thought  com- 
mended the  solution  because  it  was  peaceful.  A  deliberate  judicial 
opinion  today  would  doubtless  affirm  that  the  state  of  Michigan  profited 
by  the  bargain. 

The  constitution,  which  became  operative  upon  the  admission  of  the 
state,  provided  for  a  division  of  the  state  into  three  circuits  and  the 
appointment  of  three  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  each  to  hold  court  in 
the  several  counties  of  his  circuit,  and  all  of  whom  should  sit  together,  as 
a  co'j't  in  hrmc,  to  con^^iflrr  and  r^ctrrminc  anneals.  The  powers  of  these 
jndL;C'  in  lircuil  were  restricted  atid  ilieir  labors  correspondingly  reduced 
by  a  provision  in  the  constitution  for  a  separate  court  of  chancery.  To 
this  court  was  granted  exclusive  primary  jurisdiction  of  alt  chancery  cases, 
with  the  right  of  appeal  from  the  chancellor  to  the  Supreme  Court.  The 
judges  were  appointed  by  the  governor  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  for 
a  term  of  seven  years.  The  first  Supreme  Court  was  composed  of  William 
A.  Fletcher,  Chief  Justice,  George  Morell  and  Epaphroditus  Ransom, 
Associate  Justices.  The  circuit  assigned  to  the  Chief  Justice  comprised 
the  counties  of  Monroe,  Lenawee,  Hillsdale,  Jackson,  Washtenaw,  Oak- 
land and  Saginaw;  that  assigned  to  Jut!<^e  Morell  comprised  Wayne,  St. 
Clair,  Lapeer,  Michilimacklnac  (w^hich  has  since  been  nbhrrviated)  and 
Chippewa:  that  a-'^it';ned  to  Judiyc  Ransom  cotnpri'^eti  HL-rricn,  Ca«H,  St. 
Joseph,  Calhoun,  Kalamazoo,  Allegan,  Kent.  As  under  the  territorial 
systtta  two  associates  were  chosen  for  each  county,  who  were  not  neces- 
sarily lawyers  and  whose  presence  on  the  bench  was  not  essential  to  the 
validity  of  a  proceeding;  they  were  elected  for  a  term  of  four  years.  The 
Supreme  Court  was  a  peripatetic  body  under  this  constitution,  holding  one 
term  each  year  in  Wayne,  Washtenaw  and  Kalamazoo  counties.  Judge 
Fletcher  resigned  in  1S42,  and  Alpheus  Felch  was  appointed  in  1843  to 
succeed  him  as  a  member  of  the  court,  while  Judge  Morell  succeeded  him 
as  Chief  Justice.  Daniel  Goodwin  succeeded  Judge  Morell.  Warner 
Wing  succeeded  Judge  Felch,  when  the  latter  was  elected  governor  in  1845. 
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Other  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  under  the  first  constitution  were  San- 
ford  M.  Green,  appointed  in  1847  to  succeed  Judge  Ransom,  Daniel  Good- 
win»  George  Miles,  Abner  Pratt,  Edward  Munday,  George  Martin  and 
Charles  Wiley  Whipple  (who  was  appointed  in  1838  to  preside  over  an 
additional  circuit  created  by  statute).  The  whole  number  appointed  and 
in  service  froin  1837  to  l8$0  was  twc^lvc.  Such  of  the  T'lidcrps  of  the 
Supreme  Court  as  are  not  rcpresculcd  in  tliis  volume  by  porlraii  and  bio- 
graphy are  briefly  sketched  in  this  article. 

Fletcher.  Chief  Justice  Fletcher  came  to  Michigan  several  years 
before  the  organization  of  the  State  government,  as  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  that  purpose.  He  rendered  valuable  service  in  preparing  the 
compilation  of  Territorial  Laws,  known  as  the  Code  of  1827,  and  the  first 
Revision  of  the  Statutes  of  the  State  known  as  Revised  Statutes  1 838,  was 
prepared  by  him  and  under  his  supervision.  He  was  a  man  of  command- 
ing presence,  a  good  lawyer  and  an  able  judge. 

MORELL.  Geoi^  Morell,  who"  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  first 
Supreme  Court  vmdcr  the  State  Con<?t!tution,  had  been  one  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Territorial  Court  for  five  years  prior  to  that  time.  He  was  a  Massa- 
chusetts man  by  birth  and  education,  but  came  to  the  territory  of  Michigan 
from  New  York  State,  where  he  had  gained  considerable  reputation  as  a 
practising  lawyer.  He  had  learned  in  the  old  school  and  his  training  as  a 
lawyer  was  not  ex'celled  by  that  of  any  other  Judge  on  the  bench;  but  he 
V.  as  not  always  temperate,  and  sometimes  incapacitated  for  severe  appli- 
cation. 

Ransom.  Epaphroditus  Ransom  was  a  native  of  Shelburne  Falls, 
Massachusetts,  born  in  1797.  He  read  law  under  the  instruction  of  Judge 
Taft,  at  Townsend,  Vermont,  with  the  Judge's  son,  Alphonso  Taft,  the 
eminent  jiiri'st  .^nd  statesman,  late  of  Cincinnati,  and  father  of  Judge  Wil- 
liam H.  laft,  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals.  He  was 
graduated  from  the  Northampton  Law  School  in  1823,  and  achieved  con- 
siderable prominence  both  in  the  law  and  politics  in  the  state  of  Vermont. 
He  settled  in  Michigan  in  1834.  His  residence  was  in  the  beautiful  village 
(now  city)  of  Kalamazoo,  which  is  the  commercial  center  of  one  of  the  best 
ag^ricultural  ret';;'ions  of  the  state.  At  one  time  he  was  a  proprietor  of  con- 
siderable real  estate  in  and  adjacent  to  the  village,  much  of  which  was 
devoted  to  agriculture.  He  took  a  deep  interest  in  agriculture  and  was 
mainly  instrumental  in  organizing  the  State  Agricultural  Society.  He 
was  a  man  of  large  stature,  dignified  and  commanding  presence,  genial 
manners,  of  strict  intet,Titv,  and  of  crood  sense  and  fair  lej^a!  attainments. 
These  (jualirie.s  in.idc  him  a  veiy  popular  Circuit  jLidL:;c.  Without  being 
in  any  sense  a  great  jurist,  he  was  a  very  respectable  one,  and  a  safe,  con- 
servative and  valuable  member  of  the  Supreme  Court.  It  may  be  doubted 
whether  a  judicial  career  was  entirely  congenial  to  his  taste  or  satisfied  his 
ambition.  January  i,  1848,  and  before  the  end  of  his  second  term  as  a 
member  of  the  Supreme  Court,  he  became  governor  of  the  state,  the 
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duties  of  which  hr  di';cl)ar;.M'd  with  fidelity  and  ability.  From  that  vantage 
ground  he  aspired,  but  unsuccessfully,  to  the  office  of  United  States  sen- 
ator. The  expiration  of  his  term  as  governor  was  the  end  of  his  public 
career  in  Michigan.  In  politics  he  was  a  staunch  democrat  and  strongly 
opposed  to  the  extension  of  slavery.  In  private  life  he  was  a  very  enter* 
prising  and  public-siiiriii  rl  citizen. 

Goodwin.  L)anitjl  (ir-odwin  wn.<-;  born  at  rirTu-\'a,  New  York,  in 
Jajiuary,  1799,  and  died  in  Detroit  at  tiie  age  oi  eighly-sevcn.  He  was 
graduated  from  Union  College,  having  for  associates  and  classmates  some 
of  the  most  eminent  men  of  his  native  state.  He  settled  in  Detroit  in 
1825,  where  his  father  was  a  prominent  physician.  He  was  appointed 
United  ?tatf*s  District  Attorney  by  President  Jackson,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  "snap  convention"  which  accepted  the  terms  imposed  by  Congress 
as  a  condition  of  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union.  He  was 
appointed  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  Judge  of  the  First  Circuit 
(which  included  Wayne  county)  for  the  term  commencing  July  18,  1843. 
He  remained  upon  the  bench  until  October,  1846,  and  then  returned  for  a 
time  to  private  practice.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion of  1850,  and  the  next  year  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Upper  Peninsula, 
and  was  continued  in  that  oflice  by  re-elections  until  failing  health  com- 
pelled his  retirement.  His  service  on  the  bench  extended  over  a  period 
of  about  thirty  years.  He  was  a  man  of  small  stature,  dark  complexion, 
reserved,  quiet  and  unassuming  manners,  and  unquestioned  integrity. 
He  was  a  cautious,  painstaking  and  studious  lawyer,  of  a  clear  and  vigor- 
ous intellect,  distinguished  pcdiaps  more  for  ocuteness  than  grasp,  and  a 
learned,  safe  and  conservative  judge.  He  611ed  every  public  position  he 
occupied  with  honor  to  himself  and  credit  to  the  state. 

Wing.  Judge  Warner  Wing  was  born  in  Marietta,  Ohio,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1805.  He  ^vas  of  New  Enjrland  stock,  his  father  havinj^  been  a  native 
of  Conway,  Massachusetts.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Litchncid  Law  School. 
He  came  to  Mich^n  while  it  was  yet  a  territory  and  settled  at  Monroe, 
where  he  always  continued  to  reside.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  first  by  appointment,  and  afterwards  by  election,  and  Presiding 
Jud-^e  of  the  First  and  temporarily  of  the  Second  Circuit,  from  the  antumn 
of  tS  )6  to  the  o: c-anization  of  a  separate  Supreme  Court  in  1858.  After 
that  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  acting  for  many  of  the 
later  years  of  his  life  as  counsel  for  the  Lake  Shore  and  Miciugau  Southern 
Railroad  Company.  He  was  a  man  of  medium  stature,  of  a  florid  complex- 
ion, of  an  ardent  and  impulsive  temperament,  modest  and  unassuming 
manners,  and  a  very  {Tenia!  and  companionable  dispo'^ition.  He  had  a 
great  flow  of  wit  and  luinioi  which  added  zest  to  hif^  companionship.  He 
was  thoroughly  upright  and  conscientious,  of  good  judgment  and  clear 
insight  as  to  the  credibility  of  witnesses  and  the  force  of  evidence.  His 
legal  acquirements  were  respectable,  and  he  was  industrious  and  painstaking 
in  the  dischaige  of  his  judicial  duties.    His  judgments  were  almost  always 
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correct  and  commanded  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  bar  and  the  pub- 
lic, lie  seemed  to  be  greatly  aided  in  tormiug  his  conclusions  by  his 
sound  and  delicate  moral  sense,  and  a  sort  of  feminine  and  unanalyzable 
intuition.  His  exposition  of  the  reasons  for  his  judgment,  especially  when 
delivered  orally — from  want  of  l<^cal  order  and  method — sometimes 
failed  to  do  justice  to  the  judgments  themselves.  He  was  very  conserva- 
tive in  matters  of  iurisprudence  as  well  as  in  other  things,  and  but  little 
disposed  to  question  t^^tablished  precedents.  He  was  always  a  sincere 
democrat  in  politics,  but  never  an  extreme  or  active  partisan. 

Miles.  George  Miles  was  bom  of  New  England  parents,  at  Amster- 
dam, New  York,  in  1789.  He  educated  himself  and  took  sufficient  time 
to  be  thoroiu;h  in  his  preparation  for  the  practice  of  law;  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1822,  and  aftenvards  served  as  attorney  for  Allegheny  county, 
New  York.  He  was  a  well  trained  lawyer  of  respectable  t  iU  nts.  The 
opmions  which  he  prepared  were  concise  and  direct  in  reaching  ihc  points 
involved  in  any  controversy.  He  died  suddenly  in  1849  while  holding 
court  at  Marshall.  He  was  a  gentleman  of  fine  address  and  good  character, 
presiding  on  the  bench  with  great  dignity. 

Pratt.  Abner  Pratt  was  n  native  of  Utscgo  county.  New  York,  and 
was  bom  in  1801.  He  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  had  very  limited  edu- 
cational advants^es,  and  but  little  early  education.  He  went  through 
some  pretty  rough  experiences  in  early  manhood.,  some  of  them  on  a  Mis- 
sissippi river  flatboat,  after  which,  rather  late  in  life,  he  studied  law 
and  w.t;  ndmitted  to  the  bar.  After  a  brief  profe«.sional  experience  in 
Rochcsu  r,  i\ew  York,  he  came  to  Michigan,  locating  in  Marshall.  This 
was  in  1839.  There  he  soon  became  quite  prominent  as  a  lawyer  and 
acquired  a  good  practice.  He  was  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  and 
Presiding  Judge  of  a  Circuit  Court  from  185 1  until  his  resignation  in  1857, 
soon  after  which  he  was  appointed  consul  at  Honolulu.  He  was  a  man  of 
medium  height,  of  muscular  frame  and  strongly  marked  feature?;  of  frank 
and  genial,  but  not  very  polished  manners.  He  had  considerable  fund  of 
humor  and  was  a  good  story  teller.  His  comic  delineation  of  western  life 
as  he  saw  it,  and  of  his  own  experiences  on  the  Mississippi,  were  inimit- 
able. He  was  a  man  of  vigorous  but  undisciplined  intellect,  of  much 
knowledge  of  human  nature,  and  a  goodly  share  of  common  sense.  He 
wa?  very  decided  in  his  opinions  and  in  his  like?:  and  dislikes,  and  those 
usually  found  expression  in  very  strong  language,  the  emphasis  of  which 
he  often  endeavored  to  increase  by  the  use  of  expletives.  On  the  whole 
he  was  a  unique  and  striking  personality,  and  notwithstanding  deficiencies 
which  better  early  opportunities  might  have  supplied,  he  was  a  very  respect- 
able judge. 

MUNPV.  Edward  Mundy  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1794;  was 
graduated  at  Rutgers  and  settled  in  the  state  of  Illinois  in  1 819.  He  was 
a  merchant  in  early  life,  both  in  his  native  state  and  in  the  west;  removed 
to  Michigan  in  183 1  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  state  in  1834.  He 
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wa<;  a  delegate  to  the  Con<;t!tutio:ia!  Convention  of  1835,  servccJ  a;  lieu- 
tenant governor  with  Governor  Mason,  and  was  elected  attorney  general 
in  1847. 

Five  of  the  judges  who  had  served  by  appointment  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  1835  were  elected  members  of  the  first  court  chosen  under  the 
Constitution  of  1850,  thus  forming  a  connecting  link  between  the  old  and 

the  new.  Some  modifications  of  the  judicial  system  wt-re  made  by  the 
framers  of  the  second  constitution.  The  Court  ot  Chancery,  with  the 
office  of  Chancellor  was  abolished,  and  the  Circuit  Courts  were  granted 
chancery  powers.  The  state  was  divided  into  eight  judicial  circuits,  with 
a  judge  elected  for  each  circuit  by  the  state  at  large,  for  a  term  of  six 
year<5.  The  eight  judges  nr^ndinc;  in  these  circuits  constituted  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  ?tate  w  hen  silting  in  banc.  The  appeals  from  any 
of  the  circuits  were  heard  anu  determined  by  the  Supreme  Court.  The 
legislature  was  authorized,  after  six  years,  to  provide  for  an  independent 
Supreme  Court  composed  of  four  judges  who  should  not  be  required  to 
preside  tn  a  trial  court.  It  was  further  provided  that  the  judges  should 
be  elected  by  popular  vote.  The  eight  judges  first  chosen  under  this  con- 
stitution were  Warner  Wing,  San  lord  M.  Green,  Charles  Wiley  Whipple, 
Abner  Pratt  and  George  Martin,  who  had  served  under  the  first  consti- 
tution; and  Samuel  Townsend  Douglass,  John  Skinner  Goodrich  and 
David  Johnson,  thrn  elected  fen  the  first  time.  Judge  Goodrich  died 
before  qualifying,  and  Jnsepli  T.irr  Copeland  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  Judge  Whipple  died  in  iS^c;,  and  Nathaniel  Bacon  was 
appointed  in  his  place.  Judge  Wing  resigned  in  1850  and  was  succeeded 
by  Edward  Hancock  Custis  Wilson.  Before  the  end  of  the  term  for  which 
the  first  judges  were  elected  there  was  something  of  a  revolution  in 
the  political  sentiment  of  Michigan.  The  republican  party  had  been 
organized  and  was  strontr  enouj^h  to  carry  the  election  in  that  state  in 
1857.  The  legislature  whose  session  was  held  in  January  of  that  year, 
took  action  under  the  authority  granted  by  the  constitution  and  made 
provision  for  a  separate  Supreme  Court.  The  four  judges  elected  to  consti- 
tute that  court  were  George  Martin,  Randolph  Manning,  Isaac  P.  Chris- 
tiancy  and  James  V.  Campbell.  As  Judge  Martin  had  served  under  the 
first  constitution  and  also  as  one  of  the  eight  judges  under  the  second 
constitution,  he  was  designated  as  the  Chief  Justice,  and  the  other  three 
were  Associate  Justices.  (The  original  act  for  the  constitution  of  an  inde- 
pendent Supreme  Court  required  that  the  Chief  Justice  should  be  desig- 
nated by  the  voters,  but  in  1867  this  was  changed  by  devolving  the  chief 
justiceship  upon  that  one  of  the  judges  who<;e  term=;  r.f  oflfice  should  soon- 
est expire.)  Immediately  after  the  election  Judges  l>ouglass,  I'ratt,  Green 
and  Johnson,  who  had  been  defeated  as  candidates  of  their  party,  resigned 
in  order  to  re-enter  the  practice  without  waiting  for  the  term  of  the  newly 
elected  judges  to  begin,  and  the  Governor  forthwith  appointed  Benjamin  F. 
H.  Witherell,  Benjamin  F.  Graves,  Josiah  Turner  and  Edward  Lawrence  to 
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fill  the  vacancies.  The  independent  Supreme  Court  was  or^nized  January 
T,  185S.  The  term  provided  by  the  legislature  wa?  ei^ht  years,  and  SO 
arraniycd  that  out-  jndf^c  should  retire  at  the  end  of  each  period  ol  two 
yeais,  and  the  one  longest  in  service  should  act  as  Chief  Justice  for  the  last 
two  years  of  his  term.  Since  1857  the  Supreme  Court  judges  have  not 
been  required  to  sit  in  the  circuits.  In  1887  the  number  of  judges  was 
increased  to  five  and  the  term  fixed  at  ten  years.  The  provision  for  the 
retirement  of  a  judge  at  the  end  of  each  period  of  two  years,  and  that  of 
1867  with  reference  to  the  Chief  Juiitice  were  retained. 

MARriN.  George  Martin,  who  was  carried  over  by  election  to  the 
fitst  Supreme  Court  under  the  second  constitution,  was  the  son  of  an  inn- 
keeper in  Middlebury,  Vermont,  bom  in  181 5.  He  was  educated  at 
Middlebury  College,  came  to  Michigan  in  1836  and  settled  at  Grand 
Rapids.  He  held  thr  office  of  prosecuting  ;ittorney.  but  no  Other  office 
until  his  election  as  one  of  the  judges  of  tlic  Supreme  Court  under  the 
circuit  system.  He  was  re-elected  twice,  was  Chief  Justice  for  a  few  years 
and  died  in  offtce  December  15,  1867.  His  long  term  of  judicial  service 
indicates  qualities  which  secured  considerable  personal  popularity.  He 
was  a  man  below  medium  stature,  of  pleasinj^  address,  agreeable  manners 
and  amiable  disposition.  He  had  quick  perception,  wasaflumt  thou^^h 
not  strong  speaker,  and  a  graceful  and  facile  writer.  He  was  not  in  the 
least  opinionated  or  dogmatic.  On  the  contrary,  his  great  defect  was  the 
want  of  strong  and  earnest  convictions.  He  was  never  profound,  but 
always  plausible  and  too  easily  satisfied  with  plausibility.  He  was  consti- 
tutionally indolent  and,  like  other  indolent  judges,  too  much  inclined  todis- 
po-^e  of  case?  on  some  technical  ground  which  would  avoid  the  labor  of 
disposing  of  them  upon  their  merits.  On  the  whole,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
the  jurisprudence  is  largely  indebted  to  him.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not 
seriously  marred  by  his  defects.  For  his  associates  on  the  Bench  of  the 
independent  Supreme  Court  were  all  men  of  decided  character  and  of 
marked  ability.  Truth  compels  us  to  add  that  in  the  later  years  of  his 
life  he  became  very  intemperate. 

Manning.  Randolph  Manning  was  bom  at  Plainfield,  New  Jersey, 
in  1804,  read  law  in  New  York,  where  he  practised  for  a  short  time,  and 
settled  at  Pontiac,  Michigan,  in  1832.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Consti- 
tutional Convention  of  1835,  a  senator  in  1837,  secretary  of  the  State  in 
1840,  and  chancellor  in  1842,  which  latter  office  he  continued  to  hold 
until  the  office  was  abolished  in  1847.  Soon  afterward  he  was  appointed 
Reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  office  he  held  until  the  close  of  the 
year  1850.  He  was  elected  a  Justice  of  that  Court  in  1858,  and  was  a 
member  of  it  until  his  decease  in  1864.  He  was  a  man  of  very  simple  and 
natural  ta.stes,  of  unostentatious  and  f^enial,  thonc^h  sometimes  reser\'ed 
manner*;,  of  unquestioned  integrity  and  pincf  iity,  of  strong  and  earnest 
convictions,  thorough  independence  and  a  love  of  right  and  justice  which 
was  almost  a  passion.     He  was  a  learned  lawjrer.    His  opinions  were 
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alway'  rarrfully  and  conscientiously  prepared  and  clearly  and  concisely 
expressed.  They  are  highly  creditable  contributions  to  the  jurisprudence 
of  the  state.  Within  the  range  of  his  intellectual  vision,  he  saw  ever3rthing 
very  clearly  and  distinctly,  but  he  was  sometimes  wanting  in  breadth  of 
view  and  in  that  sort  of  intuition  which  makes  some  men  almost  unerring 
judges  of  the  value  of  human  testimony. 

Whiitle.  Charles  Wiley  Whipple  was  born  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 
in  1805.  He  was  the  son  of  Major  John  Whipple,  an  officer  of  the  War 
of  1812,  who  won  some  notoriety  in  being  fined  for  contempt  by  Judge 
Woodward,  of  the  First  Territorial  Court  of  Michigan.  The  offense  con- 
sisted in  uncomplimentary  remark'^  made  on  the  street  concerning  that 
jurist.  It  was  about  the  time  u  hen  the  factional  quarrel  in  thi^;  court  as  a 
legislature  was  most  bitter.  Governor  Hull  remitted  the  tuic,  and  at  the 
instance  of  Judge  Woodward  was  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  for  the  exer- 
cise of  such  clemency.  Judge  Whipple  was  a  graduate  of  West  Point  and 
afterwards  studied  law.  He  was  secretary  of  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion of  tS^c;,  nnd  President  Jud?^e  of  :\  circuit  in  T850,  succeeding  Judge 
Kansorn  as  Lhief  Justice.  He  died  in  1855,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Nathaniel  Bacon.    His  service  on  the  Bench  was  long  and  creditable. 

Johnson.  David  Johnson  was  born  in  SangeHield,  New  York,  in 
1809.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  that  state  and  practised  for  a  brief 
period  in  Genesee  county.  He  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Jackson 
in  1837.  In  poh"tics  he  was  a  sincere  and  earnest  democrat.  He  was  hon- 
orable, high-minded  and  conscientious;  of  an  ardent  temperament  and  ot 
a  genial  and  social  disposition,  of  quick,  active  and  subtle  intelligence. 
He  soon  took  rank  as  a  good  lawyer  and  able  advocate.  He  served  one 
term  in  the  legislature  with  considerable  distinction,  and  was  afterwards 
elected  Circuit  Jii(lL;f  and  Jn^lico  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  a  term  of  six 
years,  cuiniru-ncing  January  1,  1857.  He  resigned  shortly  before  tlir  t<Tm 
expired  and  was  nominated  as  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  new  Supreme 
Court  which  came  into  existence  January  I,  1858,  but  his  party  then  and 
long  afterwards  remained  in  a  hopeless  minority,  and  he  was  defeated.  He 
was  very  popular  as  a  Circuit  Judge,  and  an  able  and  useful  member  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  He  ws-s  endowed  with  maccrdine  sense  and  ven,'^  well 
.schooled  in  tlu:  principles  of  the  law.  Moreover,  he  was  high-toned,  inde- 
pendeiu,  impartial  and  abundantly  proof  against  the  acts  and  inAueuces 
which  so  often  beset  a  judicial  career. 

Bacon.  Nathaniel  Bacon  was  bom  in  Ballston,  New  York,  in  1802, 
was  graduated  from  Union  College,  studied  law  at  Ballston  Springs,  and 
practised  five  years  in  Rochester  before  settling  in  Niles,  Michigan,  tn 
1833.  He  wa.H  pro.secuiing  attorney  m  1S47,  but  held  no  other  office 
except  that  of  judge,  and  filled  the  judicial  office  only  for  the  remainder 
of  Judge  Whipple's  term.  Politically  he  was  a  whig  of  the  anti-slavery 
school,  and  a  charter  member  of  the  republican  party;  a  strong  advocate 
of  temperance,  and  a  Presbyterian  elder. 
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WiLSON.  Edward  H.  C-  Wilson,  appointed  in  November,  1856,  to 
succeed  Judge  Wing,  was  a  native  of  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  born 
August  6,  T820.  He  was  graduated  from  Washington  and  Jefferson  Col- 
lege, Pennsylvania,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  studied  law  in  his  native  state, 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  1845.  He  was  prosecuting  attorney  of  Hillsdale 
county  for  a  term,  and  Circuit  Judge  for  two  terms.  His  service  on  the 
Supreme  Bench  extended  over  a  period  of  little  more  tlxan  a  year. 

WiTHERELL.  Benjamin  F.  H.  Witherell  had  the  distinction  of  serv- 
ing as  the  successor  of  Judge  Douglass,  by  appointment,  from  May,  1857,  to 
December  3  ist  of  the  same  year.  He  was  a  son  of  Judge  James  Witherell, 
of  territorial  fame;  born  in  Fairhaven,  Vermont,  in  August  1797,  and 
cr^mc  tr>  the  territory  of  Michigan  with  his  father  in  boyhood.  Ho  was  a 
member  of  the  legislature  in  the  forties,  and  of  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention of  1850.  He  inherited  a  predilection  for  the  law  and  was  to  some 
extent  devoted  to  literature.  He  was  chosen  President  of  the  State  His- 
torical Society,  and  gave  to  its  affairs  considerable  attention.  As  a  presiding 
judge  he  pronounced  the  only  death  sentence  upon  a  convict  in  the  state 
of  Mitliij^Mti,  .in.i  ill  rli.Lt  rast  the  prisoner  was  fortunate  enougii  to  escape. 

TukNJ-.k.  Josiah  1  urner  served  as  Judge  or  the  Supreme  Court  by 
appointment  of  the  Governor  from  May  to  December  31,  1857,  vice  John- 
son resigned.  He  was  bom  at  New  Haven,  educated  at  St.  Albans  and 
Mtddlebury  Coll^;e,  Vermont,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1838.  He  had 
held  the  office  of  count}'  judge,  was  probate  judge  at  the  time  of  his 
appoititiiieni  to  the  Supreme  Benct),  and  afterwards  held  tiie  office  of 
Circuit  Judge  until  1 88 1.  In  early  life  he  was  a  democrat,  but  became  a 
republican  upon  the  oi^nization  of  that  party.  He  was  appointed  United 
States  Consul  to  Amherstbui^h,  Ontario,  by  President  Garfield,  and  served 
through  that  and  the  two  succeeding  administrations. 

Lawrence.  Edward  Lawrence  was  a  native  of  Middlebury.  Ver- 
mont, and  came  to  Michigan  upon  the  completion  of  his  education  in  1836. 
He  was  a  journalist  for  some  time,  publishing  the  '  *  Michigan  State  Journal ; '  * 
was  a  member  of  the  legislature,  was  nominated  three  times  as  the  unsuc- 
cessful whig  candidate  for  Congress,  and  generally  active  in  politics.  His 
service  on  the  Supreme  Bench  was  from  May  to  December,  1857,  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resitmation  of  Judge  Johnson.  He  was  a 
good  lawyer  and  a  man  of  marked  ability. 

Under  the  Constitution  of  1850,  as  modified  and  made  operative  by 
the  law  of  1857,  the  changes  and  succession  of  Judges  in  the  Supreme 
Court  have  been  as  follows:  Judge  Manning  died  in  1864,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  ThDinas  M.  Cooley,  who  was  first  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy 
and  then  elected  in  1865  for  the  remainder  of  the  term,  and  re-elected 
twice;  serving  continuously  until  May,  i885»  when  he  resigned  to  accept 
the  chairmanship  of  the  Inter-state  Commerce  Commission.  Judge  Camp- 
bell was  re-elected  three  times,  served  twenty-two  years  and  died  in  office 
March,  1890.  Edward  Cahill,  of  Lansing,  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy 
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occasioned  by  Judge  Campbell's  death,  and  ?;erved  from  March  to  Decern* 
ber  3  i ,  1 890.  J  udge  Christiancy  was  re-elected  twice  and  resigned  in  Febru- 
ary, 1875,  to  accept  the  office  of  senator  of  the  United  States.  Isaac 
Marston  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  and  elected  for  the  residue  of 
that  term.  He  was  then  re-elected  as  his  own  successor  for  a  full  term, 
which  expired  December  31,  1889.  He  resif^ncd  in  February,  1883,  and 
Thomas  R.  Sherw^ood  was  appointed  and  tiicn  elected  to  fill  the  unex- 
pired portion  ol  tlie  term.  John  W.  Champlm,  of  Grand  Rapids,  was 
elected  in  1883  and  served  one  term  of  eight  years,  which  expired  Decem- 
ber 31,  1891.  Allen  B.  Morse,  of  Ionia,  was  appointed  for  the  residue  of 
JuLl.;e  Cooley's  term.  He  had  already  been  elected  for  the  term  begin- 
ning Januan'-  t,  1S86.  Hi-j  f^rrvicr  on  the  Bench  rontinnefl  imti!  August 
30,  1892  whi  n  he  resigned,  (  'hark  s  D.  Loug  was  ele  cted  in  1887  for  a 
term  of  ten  years  beginning  January  1,  1888.  juiui  W.  McGrath  of 
Detroit,  was  elected  in  1890  for  the  residue  of  Judge  Campbell's  term, 
and  served  from  January  i,  1891,  to  December  31,  1895.  Claudius  B. 
C-anf,  of  Marquette,  was  elected  in  1890  for  a  full  term  of  ten  years. 
Robert  M.  Montgomery  was  elected  in  1892  for  a  lull  term.  George  H. 
Durand,  of  Flint,  was  appointed  in  1893  to  fill  a  vacancy  for  a  few  months, 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Judge  Morse.  Frank  A.  Hooker  was 
elected  first  in  November,  1892,  for  the  residue  of  the  term  of  Judge 
Morse,  and  was  elected  in  1894  for  a  full  term,  beginning  January  i,  1895. 
Joseph  B.  Moore  was  elected  in  1895  for  the  term  beginning  January  t, 
1896.  The  personnel  of  the  court  at  present  is  Charle?;  D.  Long.  Claudius 
B.  Grant,  Robert  M.  Montgomery,  Frank  A.  Hooicer,  and  Joseph  B. 
Moore.  Charles  H.  Hopkins  is  Clerk  and  William  D.  Fuller,  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Reporter. 

Recapitulation.  The  whole  number  of  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  who  served  durinjr  the  territorial  period  was  eleven,  and  the  time 
covered  was  thirty-two  years.  The  number  of  different  Judges  who 
served  under  the  first  constitution  was  twelve,  and  the  period  was. four- 
teen years.  The  number  who  served  during  the  seven  years  of  the  circuit 
system  under  the  second  constitution  was  fourteen.  The  number  of 
Judges  who  have  served  since  1857  is  eighteen.  The  Supreme  Court 
Judges  of  the  territory  were  appointed  by  the  President  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate.  Under  the  nrst  constitution  ot  the  state  the 
Judges  were  appointed  by  the  Governor,  or  nominated  by  him  and  con- 
firmed by  the  senate  during  the  sessions  of  the  legislature.  The  second 
constitution  provided  for  their  election  by  popular  vote,  empowering  the 
Governor  only  to  fill  vacancies,  by  appointment,  until  the  election  next 
succeeding.  The  term  under  the  first  grade  of  territorial  tmvcmmcnt  was 
limited  only  by  the  good  behavior  of  the  incumbent ;  under  the  second 
grade  it  was  fixed  at  four  years.  Under  the  first  constitution  the  term 
was  seven  years,  both  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  Chancellor. 
The  second  constitution  fixed  the  term  of  the  judges  of  the  first  court 
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at  six  years,  and  authorized  the  Ir-Cfi'^latMrc  to  prc/ide  by  law  for  ao  inde- 
pendent Supreme  Court  at  the  end  of  that  period,  whose  term  should  be 
eight  years.  This  term  obtained  until  1887,  when  it  was  fixed  at  ten 
years.  The  constitutional  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  is  original  as 
to  writs  of  error — habeas  corfus,  mandanms,  quo  ivarranto  and  procedendo 
— and  other  remedial  writs.  In  all  other  cases  its  jurisdiction  is  appellate 
only.  Prior  to  185 1  no  session  of  the  Supreme  Court  wns  held  at  Lansing. 
The  revised  laws  of  1846  required  a  term  annimlly  Jjctroit,  Kalamazoo 
Jackson  and  Pontiac.  The  first  statutory  provision  under  the  Constitution 
of  1850  was  for  a  term  annually  at  Detroit,  Kalamazoo,  Adrian  and  Pon- 
tiac ;  but  a  little  later  provision  was  made  for  a  fifth  term  annually,  to 
be  held  in  Lansing.  The  statute  regulating  the  independent  Supreme 
Court  provided  for  two  annual  terms  at  Detroit  in  January  and  July,  wth 
two  intercalary  terms  at  Lansing  in  May  and  October.  Two  years  later 
the  May  term  was  changed  to  April,  and  since  1873  all  of  the  terms  have 
been  held  in  Lansing.  The  only  subsequent  change  made  in  the  calendar 
was  made  in  1875,  substituting  June  for  July. 

A  system  of  Circuit  Courts  created  in  1833  and  perpetuated  in  the 
first  constitution  required  the  Circuit  Judg^e  to  be  a  lawyer,  and  provided 
for  two  associates  who  were  usually  laymen.  The  old  Circuit  Courts  in 
which  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  required  to  preside  was 
not  supplanted  by  this  innovation. 

The  territorial  laws  were  first  collected  and  codified  in  i8or,,  in  a 
volume  printed  at  Washington  and  called  "Woodward's  C<>de. "  There 
was  no  further  revision  and  scarcely  a  pretense  of  piiblishin;;  the  laws 
until  1821,  when  a  second  codification  was  completed  by  the  territorial 
officers  under  the  leadership  and  direction  of  William  Woodbridge,  then 
secretary.  Much  confusion  resulted  in  the  meantime,  and  even  this  collec- 
tion was  found  to  be  very  imperfect.  A  commission  of  able  lawyers,  con- 
sisting of  William  Woodbridge.  Abraham  Edwards.  John  Stockton,  Wol- 
rott  Lawrence,  and  Wi'liam  A.  I'letchcr,  \vn<  a;)ii<>inled  to  make  a 
thorough  revision  of  all  the  laws,  with  appropriate  digest,  placing  in  a 
single  act  all  that  related  to  the  same  subject.  The  commission  was 
empowered  to  omit  such  acts  as  were  in  a  state  of  innocuous  desuetude, 
and  to  alter  or  amend  any  others  at  their  discretion.  The  work  was  done 
in  a  very  able  and  satisfacton.'  manner  without  any  change  in  the  personnel 
of  the  commission,  except  that  Asa  M.  Robinson,  was  substituted  for  Mr. 
Woodbridge,  who  resigned.  Tlie  legislature  of  1837  provided  for  a  care- 
ful revision  of  the  laws  and  appointed  Judge  William  A.  Fletcher  commis- 
sioner for  the  work.  It  was  carelessly  or  at  least  quite  imperfectly  done. 
A  very  systematic  and  complete  revision  was  made  by  Judge  Sanford  M. 
Green  under  appointment  in  1846.  Amon^  other  things  accomplished  by 
this  revision  was  the  abolishment  of  capital  punishment  in  Michigan. 
Another  complete  and  methodical  compilation  of  the  laws  was  made  by 
Judge  Cooley,  as  special  commissioner  appointed  for  the  purpose  in  1857, 
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and  his  excellent  work  was  the  basis  of  a  compilation  in  iS/i  by  Judge 
Dewey.  The  work  of  these  several  commissions  has  materially  aided  the 
Supreme  Court  by  rendering  their  researches  less  laborious,  and  therefore 
have  been  deemed  worthy  of  mention  in  this  connection.  * 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan  has  always  been  respectable  and 
sometimes  eminent.  It<?  original  decisions  declaring  the  taw  as  to  import* 
ant  questions  not  theretoiore  adjudicated  take  high  rank.  They  are 
quoted  as  frequently,  and  accepted  as  generally,  as  the  most  noteworthy 
opinions  of  the  highest  courts  of  any  other  state.  Its  opinions  usually 
indicate  painstaking  and  carefulness  in  rest  irch,  thoughtfulness,  precision 
and  exactness  in  expression.  The  Bench  hns  given  to  the  ■state  several 
governors,  to  the  United  States  several  senators,  and  to  the  world  some 
of  the  most  distinguished  jurists  and  publicists  of  the  age.  The  individual 
judges  have  almost  uniformly  been  men  of  probity  and  uprightness.  In 
their  judicial  work  they  have  been  actuated  less  by  pride  of  opinion 
than  by  a  desire  to  ascertain  and  construe  the  law.  No  judge  has  ever 
been  impeached  or  guilty  of  conduct  unbecoming  the  dic^nity  of  his  exalted 
office.  The  history  of  this  court  is  the  recognition  of  a  high  order  of 
jurisprudence.  It  is  a  perpetual  illustration  of  the  truth  that  the  con- 
science and  int^prtty  of  its  judiciary  are  at  once  the  glory  and  the  safety 
of  a  free  state. 


THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  LAW  IN  THE  UNIVER- 
SITY OF  MICHIGAN. 

FROM  "TO-WII,"  1894. 

When  the  T,a\v  DepartincTif-  n(  Michigan  University  wa?  orj^anized  in 
1859,  the  Department  of  i-itcraturt-,  Science  and  the  Arts  had  bet  11  orx^n 
lor  eighteen  years.  It  began  i«  a  small  way ;  the  Northwest  was  stili  for 
the  most  part  a  wilderness,  and  Ann  Arbor,  to  which  it  was  proposed  to 
invite  students,  was  but  a  small  pioneer  village,  having  accommodations 
neither  for  students  nor  for  those  who  should  instruct  them.  These 
accommodations  mu<:t  therefore  be  provided.  T'orty  acres  in  the  village 
had  been  g^iven  for  a  university  campus,  and  on  tlic  north  and  south  sides 
of  this  respectively,  two  houses  were  erected  for  Uie  occupation  of  profes- 
sors, and  the  buildings  which  now  constitute  the  wings  of  the  main  struct- 
ure on  the  grounds  were  put  up.  One  of  these  was  given  up  to  the  use 
of  students  as  a  dormitory.  The  Department  fjrcw  in  numbers  and 
strenf^th  s!ow!y  but  steadily,  and  after  nine  years  had  elapsed  the  Depart- 
ment of  Medicine  and  Surgery  was  opened,  and  a  building  erected  for  its 
accommodation.  The  Faculty  of  that  Department  was  one  of  marked  abili- 
ty, and  the  school  they  taught  was  soon  favorably  known  throughout  the 
country.  With  the  exception  of  the  buildings  already  noticed  the  campus 
in  1859  an  open  field,  made  use  of  by  the  students  for  athletic  pur- 
poses. The  need  of  dormitories  on  the  grounds  had  by  that  time  ceased, 
and  the  rooms  the  students  had  occupied  were  appropriated  to  the  pur- 
poses of  instruction.  The  room  then  used  for  a  chapel  was  in  the  north 
college  building,  the  university  houses  were  still  occupied  by  the  profes- 
sors, though  it  was  not  expected  this  would  much  longer  be  the  case,  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  house  altered  over  for  the  use  of  the  President, 
and  in  which  he  now  resides,  thev  have  a:  the  time  of  thi=;  writinf^  for  several 
years  been  appropriated  to  other  purposes.  A  Law  Department  m  the  Uni- 
versity had  been  in  contemplation  from  early  territorial  days,  and  was 
required  by  a  mandatory  provision  in  the  act  of  1837,  by  which  the 
University  scheme  was  very  carefully  and  fully  outlined.  It  would  per- 
haps have  been  earlier  orp[ani/od,  but  the  means  at  command  ivere 
extremely  limited,  and  as  the  Literary  Department  uas  obviously  the  first 
necessity  it  received  the  first  attention.  The  Law  Department  was  the 
second  named  in  the  act,  but  when  it  became  possible  to  go  further,  the 
medical  men  were  first  on  the  ground,  and  without  opposition  from  the 
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legal  profe!^i>ion,  they  secured  favoriblc  action  from  the  Regents  for  the 
opening  oi  a  Medical  School.  I  lie  call  for  such  a  school  was  made  evi- 
dent by  the  attendance  the  first  year,  which  was  ninety-one.  The  ques- 
tion of  organizing  the  Law  Department  was  not  taken  up  until  1858.  The 
Board  of  Regents  had  then  been  reoi^anized  on  a  new  basis:  it  had  before 
COns'i?t:e(!  of  a  biutv'  of  twelve  men  appointed  by  the  Governor,  with  the 
GovL-rii.tt  him-c.f,  tlae  Lieutenant  Governor,  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  tlie  Cliancellor  as  ex-ofBcio  members.  It  was  now  composed 
of  ten  members  chosen  by  popular  vote,  one  being  elected  in  each  of  the 
judicial  districts  into  which  the  state  was  divided.  A  majority  of  these 
were  lawyers.  A  law  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  J.  £a<;tman 
Johnson,  Benjamin  I  .  Baxter  and  Donald  Mcrntyre,  all  of  whom  were 
lawyers,  tliough  the  last  named  was  no  longer  in  practice,  but  had  become 
a  banker.  At  the  meeting  of  the  board  in  December,  1858,  this  commit- 
tee was  instructed  to  "consider  and  report  a  plan  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Law  Department  in  the  University,"  and  it  immediately  proceeded  to 
do  so.  The  report  was  made  at  the  March  meeting,  1859,  ^^'♦'^s  taken 
up,  approved,  and  .idoptcd.  The  gcnora!  features  of  the  plan  were  that 
inslruclion  ia  tlie  law  should  be  given  by  three  professors  to  be  chosen  by 
the  board,  and  that  it  should  begin  on  the  first  of  October  following,  and 
continue  six  months  in  each  year.  As  there  was  at  the  time  no  building 
that  could  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  purposes  of  this  instruction,  it 
was  proposed  that  the  room  then  n^^ed  for  a  chapel  should  he  made  use  of 
for  law  lectures  and  olhi-r  deparlnicrU  exL-rcises,  and  mat  a  libiary  should 
be  purchased  for  the  department,  which  ior  the  tmie  being  must  5nd 
accommodations  in  the  general  library  room.  The  annual  salary  pro- 
posed for  each  professor  was  $1,000.  Such  was  the  scheme.  Before 
adjournment  the  board  proceeded  to  the  election  of  the  professors,  and 
James  Valentine  Campbell  and  Charles  Irish  Walk.  r.  of  Detroit,  and 
Thomas  Mclntyre  Cooley,  of  Adrian,  were  unanimously  agreed  upon. 

The  choice  was  made  without,  so  far  as  is  known,  any  previous  consul- 
tation with  the  persons  selected.  Henry  P.  Tappan  was  at  that  time 
President  of  the  University  and  presiding  officer  of  the  Board  of  Regents. 
He  was  a  man  of  large  ability,  commanding  presence  and  good  speaking 
talent,  who  had  hem  recommended  to  the  place  by  the  historian,  George 
Bancroft,  to  whom  it  had  been  first  ottered,  and  he  had  fully  proved  his 
fitness  not  only  by  instruction  given  in  philosophy  and  other  lines,  but 
also  by  his  skill  in  administration,  and  the  general  good  will  he  had 
secured  from  professors  and  students.  Difficulty  between  himself  and  the 
Regents  sprung  i^p  afterwards  which  led  to  his  leaving  the  University,  but 
at  this  time  the  relations  between  him  and  the  Board  were  altogether  har- 
monious and  <iigreeable.  In  the  matter  of  planning  for  a  Law  Department 
there  is  nothing  in  the  recotxls  indicating  that  he  took  active  part,  but 
what  was  done  b  known  to  have  had  his  cordial  approval,  and  he  contri- 
buted, in  so  far  as  his  office  gave  occasion  for  his  doing  so,  to  make  the 


30 


BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  MICHIGAK. 


success  of  the  plan  complete.  And  it  may  properly  be  added  here  that  so 
long  m  he  remained  President  of  the  University  his  relations  to  the  Law 
Department  were  altogether  pleasant  and  satisfactory. 

It  may  well  be  called  a  piece  of  good  fortune  that  the  regents  were 
able  to  secure  the  services  of  Professors  Campbell  and  Walker  for  the  new 
school.  The  salary  ofTered  was  not  attractive,  and  if  either  of  them 
accepted,  it  would  be  from  a  sense  of  duty  or  from  love  of  the  work. 
They  would  not  be  expected  to  change  their  residences  from  Detroit  to 
Ann  Arbor,  but  to  go  out  for  the  delivery  of  lectures  would  be  attended 
with  no  slight  inconvenience.  Professor  Campbell  was  then  in  the  prime 
of  life.  He  was  born  at  Buflfalo,  N.  Y.,  in  1823,  but  his  father  removed 
with  him  to  Detroit  in  while  Michigan,  outside  of  Detroit,  was 

almost  an  vinbioken  wilderness,  and  the  small  town  in  which  his  father 
took  up  his  abode  was  still  little  more  than  a  French  village.  He  had 
grown  up  with  the  town,  and  as  boy  and  man  had  always  beeen  a  favorite 
with  the  people.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1844,  and  it  was  not 
long  before  he  had  made  for  himself  a  place  among  its  leaders.  His  legal 
acquirements  were  broad  and  thorough,  his  mind  wri<?  acute  and  clear, 
he  w  as  rrimarkahly  tiuick  as  well  as  accurate  in  his  perceptions  of  legal 
principles,  hewasa  forcible  tliou._;li  not  an  eloquent  speaker,  never  attempt- 
ing to  be  ornate,  but  keeping  cluscly  10  the  point  in  hand,  and  from  the 
obvious  sincerity  and  candor  with  which  he  urged  his  views  upon  court  or 
jury,  he  had  demonstrated  his  worth  as  an  advocate,  and  had  no  difficulty 
in  securing  and  kccplnt^  his  full  share  of  professional  success.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State  had  just  been  rcoii;aniz(  d  on  a  popular  basis, 
the  Justices  to  be  elected  in  the  State  at  large,  and  by  common  consent  he 
seemed  to  be  indicated  as  eminently  fitted  for  a  place  in  it,  and  was 
chosen.  Professor  Campbell  had  a  taste  for  historical  pursuits,  especially 
as  related  to  his  own  country,  and  though  he  had  not,  up  to  this  time, 
appeared  as  an  author,  except  of  minor  articles,  he  did  so  subsequently, 
publishing  in  1876  the  "Outlines  of  the  Political  History  in  Michigan,"  an 
octavo  of  600  pages,  which  has  standard  value.  Papers  and  addresses  pub- 
lished or  made  by  him  at  different  times,  and  now  recalled  to  mind,  are 
the  following:  "The  Dangers  of  C'nurch  Centralization,"  1856;  "Mora- 
vians in  Michigan,"  1S5R;  "Sonie  Remarks  on  the  Polity  of  the  Protest- 
ant I'piscopal  Church  in  the  United  States,"  1S65;  " (  »ur  City  Schools," 
Address  delivered  in  Toledo,  1869;  "Docs  the  Law  deal  Unf  iirly  with 
Questions  of  Insanity,"  1870;  "Of  the  Taking  of  Private  Property  for 
Purposes  of  Utility,"  1871;  "Some  Hints  on  Defects  in  the  Jury  Sys- 
tem," 1876;  "Law  Abridgement,"  1879;  "Materials  of  Jurisprudence," 
1880;  "Judicial  History'  of  Michigan,"  semi-centennial  address  delivered 
at  Lansing,  t886.  He  was  a  modest  man,  but  steadfast  in  his  o|)inions, 
and  as  a  judge  had  all  those  qualities  we  like  to  sec  in  one  who  may  be 
called  on  to  determine  the  legal  claims  we  make,  and  the  right  we  under- 
take to  defend  as  against  invasion  by  others.    Professor  Walker  was  the 
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senior  (>J  Piofessor  Cainplx  ll  l)y  >omc  nine  years,  having  been  born  in  Otse- 
go county,  New  York,  in  1814.    He  came  to  Michigan  in  1836  when  the 
rage  for  speculation  in  wild  lands  and  town  sites  was  fast  becoming  a  mania, 
and  in  1839       entered  upon  the  stud)r  of  law.    In  1840  his  studies 
were  interrupted  by  an  election  to  the  State  Legislature,  but  after  service 
in  thai  body  for  one  term  he  decided  to  go  to  New  Knj.^!and  to  complete 
his  preparation  for  the  bar.    This  he  did,  in  part  at  Spnngfield,  Mass., 
and  in  part  at  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  and  after  admission  to  the  bar  he  prac- 
ticed law  in  Vermont  until  185 1,  he  then  returned  to  Michigan  and  opened 
a  law  office  in  Detroit.    That  he  might  look  for  distinguished  success  will 
be  apparent  when  it  is  stated  that  he  was  thoroughly  grounded  in  l^^al 
principles,  and  his  candor  and  purity  of  purpose  were  always  unquestioned, 
that  he  was  noted  rather  for  patient  labor  and  accuracy  than  tor  quick- 
ness, but  that  in  the  give  and  take  of  trials  and  legal  contests  of  all  sorts, 
his  antagonist  seldom  found  him  unprepared  or  unequipped.    He  was  a 
gentleman  always,  and  his  courtesy  was  unfailing.    He  could  hardly  be 
called  an  easy  or  a  graceful  speaker,  but  he  always  stated  hh  points  with 
clearness  and  precision,  and  by  close  adhen  ticp  to  them  commanded  the 
attention  ui  hi.s  audience  whenever  and  wherever  lie  spoke.    He  interested 
himself  greatly  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  early  history  of  the  Northwest, 
and  in  1858  he  delivered  an  elaborate  and  carefully  prepared  address  on 
"De  la  Motte  Cadillac  and  the  First  Ten  Years  of  Detroit,"  which  was 
followed  later  by  papers  on  "The  F.arly  Jesuit-;  in  Michigan,"  "Mich- 
igan From  1796  to  1805,"  "The  Civil  Administration  of  General  Hull,** 
and  in  1871  he  dehvered  an  address  before  the  Historical  Society  of  Wis- 
consin on  "The  Northwest  During  the  Revolution."    These  all  have 
permanent  value.    No  one  doubted  that  Professor  Walker  would  prove 
an  excellent  teacher  in  his  new  position  if  he  accepted  it.   Professor  Cooley 
was  the  youngest  of  the  three  appointees,  having  been  born  at  Attica,  N. 
Y.,  in  1824.    He  removed  to  Adrian,  in  this  State,  in  1843,  and  there 
completed  law  studies  which  he  had  been  following  in  New  York  for  one 
year,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1846.    He  was  best  known  to  the 
people  of  the  State  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  by  the  Regents  through 
a  compilalion  he  had  made  and  published  in  1 85 7  of  the  General  Statutes 
of  the  State.    Two  (general  revision?  of  the  statutes  which  had  before  that 
time  been  made  had  proved  unsatisfactory,  and  the  people  in  amending 
their  constitution  had  forbidden  the  making  of  any  more,  and  had  required 
the  legislature  to  elect  a  compiler  to  bring  together  and  publish  all  general 
statutes  whenever  it  should  be  thought  needfuL    The  legislature  chose 
Mr.  Coolev  to  do  this  work  in  1857.     The  task  was  one  of  some  nicety 
and  difhculty,  and  it   went  back  to  the  oarliest  days  of  territorial  £;'o\'crn- 
ment,  but  it  was  completed  within  the  year,  and  the  result  in  two  large 
volumes  has  been  received  with  satisfaction  by  the  legislature  and  the 
public.    The  plan  of  arrangement  then  made  use  of  has  been  followed 
ever  since.    The  reoi^anized  Supreme  Court  had  made  the  compiler  its 
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olTicial  rci)ort<^r,  and  he  had  published  one  volume  of  reports,  and  in  1859 
hail  another  nearly  ready.    It  may  be  added  here  that  his  subsequent 
labors  as  an  author  were  mainly,  but  not  altageiher,  in  the  line  of  the  law. 
The  professorships  in  the  Law  Department  were  named,  respectively  the 
Marshall,  Kent  and  Jay  professorships,  after  the  great  American  jurists 
who  bore  those  names,  and  Professor  Campbell  was  assigned  to  the  first 
professorship,  Professor  Wa!!{fr  to  the  second,  and  Professor  Cooley  to 
the  third.  The  new  appointees  met  shortly  after  the  action  of  the  Regents 
had  been  taken,  and  proceeded  to  consider  the  situation.    A  great  labor 
had  been  thrown  upon  them,  and  it  became  necessary  that  they  should 
determine  the  manner  in  which  it  should  be  performed,  and  assign  to  each 
of  their  number  the  part  he  was  to  take  in  it.    The  first  nece'-^ity  ohvi- 
ou.sly  was  to  provifle  for  a  re^iid'^nt  professor,  for  none  of  their  number  liicn 
resided  at  Ann  Arbor.    Circumstances  seemed  to  indicate  clearly  that  liie 
resident  professor  must  be  the  third  named  on  the  list,  for  his  residence 
was  at  a  point  that  would  preclude  his  retaining  it  and  discharging,  with 
any  convenience  to  himself,  the  labors  expected  of  him.    No  objection 
was,  therefore,  made  on  his  part  to  the  desire  expressed  by  the  others 
that  he  should  at  once  remove  to  Ann  Arbor.    The  subjects  upon  which 
they  should  respectively  give  instruction  were  then  brought  under  discus- 
sion.   The  Regents  had  not  undertaken  to  apportion  these,  and  the  pro- 
fessors, after  full  consideration,  reached  an  agreement  that  Professor  Camp- 
bell must  take  whatever  pertained  to  Equity  Jurisprudence  and  its  adminis- 
tration, to  Criminal  Law,  the  Law  of  Evidence,  and  Shipping  and  Admiralty. 
That  to  Professor  Walker  should  be  assigned  Contracts,  including  Bills  and 
Notes,  and  Commercial  Law  generally,  together  with  Common  Law  Pleading 
and  Practice.    This  left  to  Professor  Cooley  the  law  of  Real'Estate,  of  the 
Domestic  Relations  and  whatever  pertained  to  the  Estates  of  Deceased  Per- 
sons, Uses  and  Trusts,  and  Commercial  Law.  The  mere  statement  of  these 
general  subjects  is  sufficient  to  indicate  how  great  each  professor  must  have 
felt  was  the  burden  that  had  been  put  upon  him.    In  making  the  assign- 
ments the  professors  had,  to  some  extent,  consulted  personal  wishes  and 
taken  into  consideration  what  had  been  the  lines  of  their  practice  at  the 
bar,  and  the  subject  with  which  they  had  most  often  been  called  upon  to 
deal,  but  this  could  not  be  altogether  contmllinrT,  and  some  subjects,  as 
was  to  be  expected,  were   accepted    rather    unwillint^ly.  Nevertheless, 
the  assi^ninu  nts  as  made  were  accepted  without  serious  objection,  each 
yielding  something  to  the  wishes  of  his  associates.  The  inadequacy  of  the 
time  at  their  command  for  a  satisfactory  presentation  of  the  several 
branches  of  the  law  by  means  of  lectures  was  obvious,  the  professors 
felt  it  very  forcibly,  and  it  was  agreed  between  them  that,  so  far  as 
should  be  found  practicable,  they  must  arrange  to  be  always  accessible  to 
students,  that  the  instruction  given  by  lectures  might  be  supplemented  by 
that  which  could  be  given  in  their  consultation  rooms  when  personal  calls 
were  made  for  assistance  or  explanation.    The  purpose  expressed  to  this 
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effect  was  alway  s  acted  upon  afterwards,  and  the  general  tact  was  that  the 
professor  lecturing  for  the  day  was  really  not  giving  instruction  for  two 
lecture  hours  merely,  but  for  all  the  time  that  he  remained  upon  the 
University  grounds.  It  is  the  history  of  all  educational  institutions  that 
they  are  at  times  greatly  pressed  for  means;  and  this  was  emphatically 
true  of  the  University  of  Michigan  at  the  time  the  Regents  proceeded  to 
estat)lish  the  Law  School.  It  was  then  exceedingly  difficult  for  them  to 
meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  University,  and  they  had  only  acted,  in 
enlarging  the  field  of  instruction,  upon  what  they  felt  to  be  an  impera- 
tive obligation,  but  the  salaries  paid  must  be  the  very  smallest  that  would 
secure  competent  performance  of  the  diitic-,,  and  they  were  at  first  fixed 
at  the  very  inadequate  sum  already  named,  because  to  pay  a  larger  v/ould 
be  impossible.  The  place  designated  for  the  delivery  of  lectures,  it  was 
agreed  on  all  hands,  was  an  exceedingly  unsuitable  one.  It  was  not  only 
inadequate  for  the  needs  of  the  department,  but  its  iise  for  that  purpose 
to  some  extent  interfered  with  uses  to  which  it  had  been  appropriated 
before.  It  was  only  taken  for  the  purpose  because  no  other  room  was 
then  available,  and  the  Rec^ents  recognized  the  necessity  of  taking  immedi- 
ate steps  looking  to  provision  for  better  accommodations.  For  that  pur- 
pose the  law  committee  of  the  Regents  and  the  Law  Faculty  were  empow- 
ered and  requested  to  devise,  if  possible,  ways  and  means  whereby  a 
suitable  building  might  be  erected  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Law  Depart- 
ment. They  were  also  authorized  to  examine  as  to  the  best  locality  for 
the  building,  and  to  present  a  general  plan  therefor  to  the  Regents.  The 
committee  at  once  entered  upon  the  performance  of  this  duty,  persevered 
until  success  had  crowned  their  labors.  The  general  course  of  instruc- 
tion in  the  department  was  to  embrace  two  lectures  of  an  hour  each  for 
five  days  in  each  week.  Upon  these  lectures  the  professor?  who  delivered 
them  ejfamtned  the  class  afterwards.  The  plan  adopted  tor  the  examina- 
tion was  such  as  to  make  the  exercise  quite  as  much  one  ol  nistruction  tor 
the  student  as  one  calculated  to  draw  from  him  what  he  had  learned  from 
the  lecture  upon  which  he  was  examined,  for  it  was  accompanied  continu- 
ously by  explanations,  by  remarks  additional  to  what  had  been  said  before, 
by  the  citation  of  illustrative  cases,  and  by  responses  to  snrh  questions 
as  the  student  felt  inclined  to  ask,  either  upon  u  hat  the  professor  had  said 
in  the  lecture  or  upon  the  general  subject.  The  Law  Department  was 
formally  opened  at  the  beginning  of  October,  1859,  and  Professor  Camp- 
bell, who  had  been  made  Dean  of  the  Faculty,  delivered  an  able  and 
thoir^htful  address  on  "The  Study  of  Law."  A  short  extemporaneous 
address  was  also  made  by  the  President  of  the  ITniversity.  The  number 
of  students  entering  the  department  the  tirst  year  was  ninety.  Several  of 
these  had  been  admitted  to  the  bar  before  coming,  and  a  still  larger  num- 
ber were  fully  prepared  for  admbsion  under  the  rules  then  prevailing  for 
the  purpose  in  the  circuit  courts  of  Michigan,  but  had  delayed  applying 
therefor  that  they  might  first  take  a  law  course  he  went  in  school.  The 
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first  l.nv  Ircture  wa?  delivered  by  Professor  VV^alker.  The  students  who 
had  entered  were  all  very  naturally  in  exuberant  spirits,  for  they  partook  of 
the  general  feeling  of  exultation  that  the  new  department  was  now  to  be 
added  to  the  University.  The  most  of  them  had  personal  acquaintance 
with  the  new  professors,  and  were  gratified  by  the  choice  of  the  Regents, 
and  when  Professor  Walker  took  the  lecture  stand  he  was  received  with  a 
demonstration  of  noisy  exuberance  that  te?»tified  in  a  verv  emphatic  man- 
ner, not  only  to  their  good  feeling,  but  also  to  their  satisfaction  in  com- 
ing under  bis  instruction.  Professor  Walker  was  in  many  respects  a 
model  lecturer.  He  was  never  in  the  habit  of  writing  his  lectures  out, 
but  he  spoke  from  very  full  notes,  presenting  the  leading  principles  upon 
which  he  proposed  to  address  the  class  very  clearly,  though  concisely, 
enlarging  upon  ihern  as  he  {jrocceded.  and  n-ivinj;^  citations  to  many  cases 
the  bearing  of  which  he  explained.  He  had  a  strong  voice.  He  spoke 
deliberately,  and  no  one  had  any  difficulty  in  catching  exactly  what  he 
said,  or  in  taking  copious  notes  as  the  lecture  proceeded.  His  general 
course  continued  the  same  so  long  as  he  remained  in  the  department.  It 
is  almost  needless  to  5ay  that  from  the  very  first  he  was  always  a  favorite 
with  tlie  sludents,  for  what  lie  undertook  to  teach  them  was  clearls'  and 
forcibly  put,  and  they  could  not  well  fail  to  understand  and  retain  it.  Pro- 
fessor Campbell  followed  Professor  Walker  on  another  lecture  day.  His 
course  was  somewhat  different;  his  notes  were  more  fully  written  out, 
and  he  spoke  with  great  ease  and  fluency.  He  covered  more  ground  in 
a  lecture  than  did  his  associate  who  preceded  him,  and  what  he  said  if 
written  out  precisely  as  delivered,  might  almost  without  correction  or 
change  have  been  accepted  as  a  chapter  in  a  standard  work  upon  the  sub- 
ject treated.  The  writer  has  often  thought  that  if  his  lectures  upon 
equity  jurisprudence  had  been  taken  down  exactly  as  he  delivered  them, 
and  reproduced  in  book  form,  they  u  ould  have  constituted  a  not  inade- 
quate substitute  for  any  work  on  tliat  subiect  then  in  existence.  He 
was  not  less  acceptable  to  the  class  than  was  Professor  Walker,  though  they 
followed  him  with  somewhat  more  difficulty,  and  took  less  copious  notes 
of  what  he  said.  Instruction  in  the  Law  School  was  now  fairly  begun.  It 
was  said  by  one  who  some  years  afterwards  wrote  upon  the  history  of  the 
University,  emphasizin;;  in  doing  so  some  unpleasant  controversies,  that 
the  Law  Department  had  no  history.  By  this  was  meant  onl}-  that  it 
had  no  internal  dissensions  to  attract  public  notice,  and  no  quarrels  with 
other  departments,  or  with  their  professors,  or  with  the  governing  authori- 
ties of  the  University.  Understood  in  this  sense  the  statement  is  entirely 
correct.  The  department  had  no  history  of  this  unpleasant  sort.  Its 
business  went  on  peac  cfull)'  and  n  i^iilarly,  with  unbroken  success,  without 
demonstration  of  anv  sort  havirv:;  tor  i's  obicrt  the  annoyance  of  others, 
or  to  give  to  its  own  affairs  factitious  importance  or  prominence.  It 
should  in  fairness  be  admitted,  however,  that  the  manner  in  which  the  stu- 
pents  received  their  first  professor  in  the  lecture  room  was  so  enjoyable  at 
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the  time  that  it  was  repeated  from  day  to  day,  and  ^^'as  doon  found  to  have 
perpetuated  itscli ;  the  habit  of  receiving  their  preceptors  with  good 
natured  but  noisy  demonstration  whenever  they  took  the  lecture  stand, 
and  of  indulging  sportively  in  similar  demonstrations  during  any  little 
recess  between  exercises  was  never  abandoned.  But  it  should  also  be  said 
that  the  practice  never  became  discourteous  to  y)rnfpssor'?.  and  no  instance 
is  recalled  in  which  it  failed  to  yield  when  a  call  to  order  was  inadr  h\-  the 
lecturer  for  the  day.  The  demonstration  never  had  iur  its  purpose  to 
insult  or  annoy ;  there  was  simply  boisterous  good  nature,  which  resulted 
in  no  harm  to  any  one,  and  was  tolerated  because  it  caused  no  vexation. 
It  was  agreed  by  the  professors  at  their  first  meeting  that  moot  courts 
must  be  made  a  special  feature  of  the  course,  qtiite  bevond  what  had  been 
customary  in  law  schools,  and  that  the  professors  must  give  freely  of  their 
time  in  assisting  the  students  assigned  to  taice  part  in  them  in  their  preparation 
for  the  hearings.  This  understanding  was  carried  out  with  liberal  expen- 
diture of  labor,  and  the  moot  courts  became  an  attractive  feature  in  the 
instruction.  The  student?  very  p;enerally  attended  them;  they  were  pre- 
sided ovi.r  by  the  lecturer  loi  tlu-  (Jay,  who  made  such  suggestions  as 
seemed  called  for  as  the  argument  proceeded.  At  the  conclusion  he  com- 
mented upon  and  criticised  the  briefs  and  discussion,  if  it  seemed  wise  to 
do  so,  and  then  applied  the  law.  By  this  course  he  did  not  simply  decide 
the  case  that  had  been  discussed,  but  he  e  instruction  upon  the  points 
involved  as  well  as  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  coun'^el  had  prepared 
for  and  presented  them,  and  made  the  exercise  one  of  practical  value. 
The  first  law  commencement  took  place  at  the  end  of  March,  i860. 
Twenty-four  of  the  class  were  by  their  attainments  deemed  worthy  to 
receive  the  d^^ree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  and  it  was  awarded  to  them.  The 
day  was  a  gala  day,  not  only  to  the  students  themselves,  but  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Ann  Arbor,  who  flocked  to  the  hall  to  witness  the  ceremonies.  A 
new  department  of  the  University  was  now  launched,  and  had  been  success- 
fully opened.  The  work  for  the  year  had  been  satisfactory  to  the  Regents, 
and  to  every  one  concerned.  It  seemed  certain  that  the  new  department 
was  a  success.  Justice  Isaac  P.  Christiancy,  of  the  State  Supreme  Court, 
a  <^trong  man  and  a  profound  lawyer,  was  invited  to  deliver  the  commence- 
ment address.  The  addres?;  delivered  was  able,  consisting  mainly  of  ad'.  ice 
to  the  young  men  who  were  now  to  enter  upon  the  practical  duties  of 
their  chosen  profession.  It  was  received  with  enthusiasm  by  those  to  whom 
it  was  addressed,  and  was  a  fitting  close  to  a  busy  year.  The  attendance 
upon  the  department  for  the  second  year  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine, 
but  in  the  third  year  there  a  drop  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine. 
The  great  civil  war  wac  thc-ii  upmi  the  couTitry,  and  the  young  men  were 
rushing  lo  the  .scene  of  war  instead  of  to  the  institutions  of  learning,  where 
Otherwise  they  might  have  been  looked  for.  Many  who  were  in  the  depart- 
ment the  year  before  had  now  gone  to  the  front,  and  a  number  never 
returned.    From  this  time  on,  however,  attendance  in  the  Law  School 
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increased  constantly,  but  the-  details  will  not  be  given  here.  Students  came 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  they  scattered  alter  commencement, 
finding  locations  \n  every  state  and  territory  of  the  Union.  The  committee 
who  had  been  appointed  by  the  Regents  to  select  a  site  for  the  law  buildings, 
and  to  take  steps  for  securing  its  construction,  had  been  engaged  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duty  from  the  time  of  their  appointment.  In  less  than 
three  years  they  were  prepared  to  advise  that  construction  be  immediately 
proceeded  with.  They  selected  for  the  location  the  spot  which  was  after- 
wards occupied;  they  secured  a  plan  for  the  building  which  was  acceptable 
to  the  R^ents,  and  in  1^62-3  the  building  was  erected  and  made  ready 
for  occupation  at  the  beginning  of  the  law  term  in  October  of  the  last 
named  year.  It  was  thought  proper  to  make  the  dedication  of  the  build- 
ing a  somewhat  notable  occasion,  and  Professor  Coolcy  was  desi|,;mated  to 
deliver  an  address,  and  D.  Bcthune  Dufifield,  the  lawyer-poet  of  Detroit, 
wa.s  invited  and  consented  to  enliven  the  occasion  with  a  poem.  The 
address  was  largely  devoted  to  pointing  out  and  emphasizii^  the  duties  of 
the  lawyer  to  society,  to  his  profession  and  to  the  institutions  of  lus  country, 
and  the  poem,  though  much  on  the  same  lines,  had  a  special  and  strong 
appeal  to  the  patriotic  sentiments  of  those  whose  professions  imposed 
upon  them,  more  particularly  than  upon  others,  the  duty,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, of  abiding  by  and  assisting  in  the  enforcement  of  the  laws 
of  their  country,  and  of  supporting  by  brain,  and  by  life  in  the  last 
resort,  their  constitutional  government.  As  the  school  continued  to  grow 
it  was  seen  by  the  Rcj^ents  that  it>=  faculty  should  be  enlarin-d  also,  and  in 
1866  prov!sic>n  was  made  tor  a  new  professorship,  to  be  called  the  I'  lctcher 
professorship,  this  name  being  conferred  in  honor  of  Judge  Richard 
Fletcher,  of  Massachusetts,  who  had  made  to  the  department  a  valuable 
donation  of  books.  Mr.  Ashley  Pond,  of  Detroit,  was  appointed  to  fill  it. 
He  was  a  very  able  lawyer,  and  an  acceptable  lecturer  aftr  a  manner  pecu- 
liarly his  own.  He  consented  to  take  the  place  somewhat  unwillingly.  His 
professional  business  was  veiy  lart;^f;  he  was  counsel  for  some  very  heavy 
business  enterprises,  including  one  of  our  ptuicipal  railroads,  and  after 
two  years  service  he  felt  under  the  necessity  of  asking  to  be  relieved. 
Charles  A.  Kent,  of  Detroit,  was  appointed  to  succeed  him.  He  also  was 
an  able  and  sound  lawyer.  His  manner,  both  in  the  preparation  and 
delivery  of  his  lectures,  was  not  unlike  that  of  Professor  Walker;  he  made 
his  points  clearly;  hr.  had  full  notes;  he  was  ready  and  clear  in  hisexplana- 
tujns,  and  he  secured  at  once  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  classes,  and 
always  retained  them.  The  Tappan  professorship,  named  for  the  late 
President  of  the  University,  was  created  in  1879,  and  Alpheus  Felch  was 
chosen  to  fdl  it.  Professor  Felch  was  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of 
the  Northwest.  He  had  filled  with  honor  many  important  positions ;  he 
bad  been  hank  commissioner  of  Michigan  when  tlie  State  was  first  organ- 
ized;  he  had  been  Justice  of  the  State  Supreme  Court,  Governor  of  the 
Sute  and  Senator  in  Congress,  and  in  every  one  of  these  positions  he  bad 
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won  honor  for  himself  and  commanded  the  respect  of  the  people.  He  was 
now  railed  from  his  rptircnient  at  Ann  Arbor  lo  do  further  service  as  a 
teacher  of  the  young  men  who  were  to  follow  him  in  the  profession.  He 
was  an  excellent  lawyer,  an  easy  and  graceful  speaker,  and,  though  speak- 
ing somewhat  more  rapidly  than  most  of  bis  associates,  he  made  his  points 
so  clear  that  he  was  followed  by  his  hearers  without  difficulty,  and  they 
were  able  to  take  notes  sufficiently  full  for  all  practical  purposes.  He 
resigned  his  position  in  1883,  much  to  the  regret  of  his  associates.  But 
Professor  Henry  Wade  Rogers,  now  President  of  the  Northwestern  Uni- 
versity at  Evanston,  Illinois,  who  was  chosen  to  succeed  him,  and  made 
Dean  of  the  Faculty,  proved,  as  was  expected,  a  worthy  successor.  His 
preparation  was  always  full;  his  delivery  was  clear,  deliberate  rind  pointed. 
He  soon  became  popular  with  his  classes,  and  when  he  rciircd  to  accept 
the  position  offered  him  at  Evanston,  which  he  stiH  fills  with  success,  he 
did  so  greatly  to  the  regret  of  those  who  had  been  associated  with  him  in 
instruction  or  otherwise  while  he  remained  at  this  University.  Jerome  C. 
Knowlton,  the  present  able  and  popular  Dean,  who  had  before  been  giving 
instruction  as  assistant  professor,  was  now  ver^r  properly  advanced  to  the 
vacant  place.  Brief  statement  will  be  made  here-  nf  the  further  contiection 
of  the  members  of  the  lirst  faculty  with  the  school  they  oigaiiized.  i'ro- 
fessor  Walker,  who  had  for  sometime  felt  himself  overworked,  resigned  in 
1876,  and  William  P.  Wells,  of  Detroit,  was  appointed  to  succeed  him. 
Mr.  W  ells  was  a  good  lawyer,  and  a  strong,  clear  and  forcible  speaker. 
Mr.  Walker  gave  lectures  tn  1870-81  and  1886-87,  and  then  left  the  school 
finally.  He  had  v/eli  earned  hib  rest.  Trotessor  Campbell  died  in  1890 — 
a  great  loss  to  tlie  University  and  to  the  State,  both  of  which  he  had  served 
long,  faithfully  and  ably.  Mr.  Walker  and  himself  had  given  valuable 
instruction  in  the  law  to  an  army  of  young  men,  but  in  no  way  had  their 
connection  with  the  University  and  with  the  department  been  more  import- 
ant or  more  u-^efid  than  in  their  every-day  life' and  deportment.  They  were 
always  ;u  rcssible  to  proper  calls;  they  met  everyone  courteously,  and  with 
no  assumption  of  superiority,  and  they  maintained  at  all  times  the  dignity 
of  deportment  of  upright  and  honorable  gentlemen.  It  hardly  need  be 
said  that  the  lesson  of  such  lives  is  of  the  very  highest  value  to  young 
men,  and  that  it  seldom  fails  to  have  great  weight  in  molding  the  character 
and  clevatinc:  the  motives  of  those  who  in  youth  are  fortunate  enough  to 
be  associated  with  and  impressed  by  them.  Professor  Cooley  from  the 
weight  of  other  duties,  in  1884  felt  obliged  to  resign,  and  his  resignation 
was  accepted.  From  time  to  time  thereafter,  however,  he  found  oppor- 
tunity to  deliver  lectures  upon  special  subjects,  mostly  of  a  constitutional 
nature,  but  sometimes  upon  other  topics  that  for  the  time  had  immedinto 
importance.  He  gave  one  cour«;e  upon  the  Inter-St.ile  (■enunerce-  Law. 
This  was  intended  to  be  a  very  full  and  complete  course.  He  also  lectured 
upon  Rights,  discussing  the  subject  in  all  its  aspects  so  far  as  it  could  be 
supposed  interesting  or  specially  important  to  a  dass  of  law  students;  also 


BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  MlCiUGAN. 


upon  lec[a!  and  constitutional  questions  involved  in  municipal  government. 
In  the  year  1870  women  were  received  in  the  c!a'->ses,  and  thereafter  were 
always  present.    The  first  woman  was  graduateci  in  1871.    In  1884  the 
law  term  was  extended  to  nine  months  in  a  year,  and  in  1886  the  classes 
were  separated  for  the  purposes  of  instruction.    In  1889  a  post-graduate 
course  was  established,  upon  which  the  attendance  has  been  good.  In 
1892  a  lar^e  addition  was  made  to  the  I,nv  building.     Rul  the  history  of 
the  department  after  the  writer  left  it  should  be  written  by  some  one  to 
whom  its  interior  working-,  are  more  faniiiiar.    The  historical  notice  he 
proposed  was  of  the  early  period  only,  and  is  now  completed.    The  writer 
will  not  do  full  justice  to  his  feelings  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  the 
department  by  others  connected  with  the  University  if  he  fails  to  speak  of 
the  successive  president'?   and  their  cordial  relations  to  the  law  work. 
President  Tappan  has  already  been  spoken  of:  his  successor,  Erastns  Otis 
Haven,  was  equally  cordial;  so  was  Henr^'  Simmons  Frieze,  who  for  a 
time  was  acting  President.    No  one  of  these  took  special  part  in  the 
action  of  the  Law  Faculty,  or  went  bejrond  lending  countenance  to  what  had 
been  decided  upon,  and  their  aid  in  giving  it  practical  effect.  President 
James  Burrill  An'Te!!  has  sometimes  gone  somewhat  further;  he  has  many 
times  been  the  judicious  adviser  as  well  as  the  executive  officer,  and  his 
aid  has  been  cordially  welcomed  whenever  changes  in  the  personnel  of 
instructors,  or  in  the  course  of  instruction,  were  under  consideration. 
Long  may  the  faculty  have  the  assistance  of  his  wise  counsel.    The  Law 
Department  of  Michigan  University  has  always  been  in  a  high  sense  what 
its  founders  meant  it  should  be  —  a  truly  nation;iI  school.    We  cannot 
enlarge  upon  this  topic  here.    One  or  two  facts  will  sufficiently  show  the 
national  character  of  the  school.    The  graduating  class  of  1890  collected 
statistics  recently  which  showed  members  of  the  class  located  for  business 
in  Arizona,  Arkansas,  California,  Colorado,  Delaware,  Florida,  Illinois, 
Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Massachusetts,  Michigan.  Minnesota,  Missouri, 
Montana,  Nebraska,   New  Hampshire,  North  Dakota,  Ohio,  Oklahoma, 
Oregon,  Pennsylvania,  South  Dakota,  Utah,  West  Virginia,  Wisconsin, 
Washington,  the  provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Ontario,  and  in  Japan. 
If  further  evidence  were  desired,  it  would  be  furnished  by  the  statistics  for 
the  current  coU^e  year;  for  the  students  in  attendance  represent  thirty- 
three  states  and  territories  of  the  American  Union,  and  five  foreign  coun- 
tries.     So  they  come  and  gfo,  and  as  they  g:o  each  of  them,  it  is  hoped  and 
believed,  carries  with  hira  respect  for  law  and  order,  and  gives  important 
aid  in  distributing  the  blessings  of  good  government  throughout  the  globe. 

Thomas  M.  Cooley. 
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FIRST  FACULTY  OF  THE  LAW  SCHOOL. 

Attention  has  often  been  called  to  the  singular  good  fortune  of  our 

Law  School  in  securing  for  its  first  Faculty  three  so  eminent  and  successful 
teachers  Professors  Campbell,  Walker  and  Cooley.  It  was  equally  for- 
tunate in  retaining  them  so  many  years.  Judge  Cooley,  in  his  article  in 
this  publication,  has  dwelt  somewhat  on  the  services  of  his  colleagues. 
This  paper  is  intended  to  furnish  some  facts  concerning  his  life  and  services 
which  for  obvious  reasons  he  could  not  be  expected  to  present.  Thomas 
M.  Cooley  was  by  a  year  the  junior  of  James  V.  Campbell.  He  was  born 
in  Attica,  N.  Y.,  in  T8?,t-  While  ■^trujjrrlinrr  ;uTa;rmt  manx'  adversities,  he 
obtained  his  education  at  school  and  liis  protessionai  preparation.  He  came 
to  Michigan  in  1843,  ^"d  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Adrian  in  1846.  In 

1857  he  was  selected  to  compile  the  General  Statutes  of  Michigan,  and  in 

1858  was  appointed  reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court.  On  his  appointment 
to  the  professorship  in  the  Law  School  he  removed  to  Ann  Arbor.  In  1864 
he  took  his  seat  on  the  Supreme  Bench,  and  retained  it  until  1885.  When 
the  Inter-State  Cunimcrcc  Commission  was  organized  he  accepted,  at  the 
utgent  solicitation  of  President  Cleveland,  the  chairmanship  of  the  com- 
mission, which  he  retained  until  ill  health  compelled  him  to  resign  the  post 
in  1 891.  He  resigned  the  Jay  Professorship  of  Law  in  1884,  but  has 
almost  every  year  snven  a  few  special  lectures  in  the  department.  Ho  ;dso 
took  the  ctiair  of  History  and  Conslitutionai  Law  in  tlic  Literary  Department 
in  1885,  and  gave  most  valuable  courses  of  lectures.  He  remained  in  this 
post  until  January  i,  1887.  He  has  consented,  at  the  uigent  request  of 
the  Regents,  to  allow  his  name  to  stand  on  the  faculty  list  of  the  Univer- 
sity Calendar,  with  the  understanding  that  he  should  give  an  occ;\:^i'>nal 
lecture  when  tlu:  state  of  his  health  %vould  permit.  The  lecture  room  is 
always  crowded  when  it  is  known  that  he  is  to  speak  on  any  legal  or  his- 
torical topic.  As  a  lecturer  on  law,  he  was  noted  for  the  sharpness  of  his 
analysis,  for  the  clearness  with  which  he  stated  principles,  for  the  legal 
learning  with  which  he  illustrated  and  expounded  his  statements,  and  for 
the  breadth  and  soundness  of  his  generalizations.  He  did  not  write  his 
lectures.  He  spoke  from  brief  notes  slowlv,  and  with  such  hicidity  and 
precision  o£  language  that  the  students  easily  grasped  and  held  his 
thoughts.  The  fame  which  during  the  years  of  his  connection  with  the 
Law  School  he  was  winning  as  a  judge  and  as  an  author  of  law  treatises,  was 
constantly  bringing  great  honor  to  the  school,  and  inspiring  his  students 
with  the  deepest  respect  for  him  and  with  pride  in  his  achievements.  As 
Dean  and  the  only  resident  professor,  he  was  brought  into  close  personal 
contact  with  the  students.  He  was  ever  accessible  to  tliem,  his  relations 
to  them  were  most  informal  and  friendly,  they  consulted  him  with  the 
utmost  freedom,  and  they  always  left  the  school  with  a  mingled  feeling 
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toward  him  of  gratitude  and  reverence.  His  untiring  indu'stry  fitrni.shed  a 
most  stimulating  example  to  them.  His  simple,  bin  pun:  aiul  noble  char- 
acter left  its  impress  on  every  student  who  was  capable  of  being  inspired 
by  purity  and  nobility.  The  elevating  influence  wtiich  he  exerted  upon 
the  personal  and  professional  life  of  thousands  of  students  who  were  under 
his  care  cannot  be  measured.  The  records  of  the  Law  Department  show 
that  Judge  Cooley's  first  lecture  was  given  October  6,  1859.  It  was  on  the 
Origin  of  Title  to  Real  Estate  in  America.  His  first  lecture  on  Constitu- 
tional Law  was  delivered  on  October  4,  iii6o.  It  was  entitled  Consti- 
tutional Government.  His  subjects  during  his  connection  with  the  depart- 
ment were  as  follows:  i.  Real  Estate  and  Title  Thereto,  from  1859  to 
1886,  excepting  the  two  years  1881-83;  2.  Uses  and  Trusts,  for  the  same 
time;  3.  Constitutional  Law,  from  r86o  to  t88^;  4.  Taxation,  for  the 
snmc  period;  5.  Domestic  Relations,  until  iSS'3;  6.  Wills  nnd  tlic 
Admmistration  of  Estates  of  Deceased  Tcrson-s,  untii  i882j  7.  Partner- 
ship, for  fifteen  years.  After  ceasing  to  lecture  regularly  in  the  depart- 
ment, he  gave  a  course  on  Rights,  Moral  and  Legal,  and  a  course  on  the 
Inter-State  Commerce  I-aw.  The  records  show  that  he  frequently  deliv- 
ered to  the  students  special  lectures  on  subjects  not  called  for  in  the  refjular 
ccjursc.  It  seems  pirjpci  to  give  here  a  list  of  the  works  which  he  has 
produced,  most  oi  them  in  connection  with  his  work  as  law  professor. 
Perhaps  his  Constitutional  Limitations,  which  first  appeared  in  1868,  is  the 
work  by  which  he  is  and  will  be  most  widely  known.  ^  It  has  given  him 
the  reputation  of  one  of  the  highest  authorities  on  constitutions!  law  where- 
ever  that  subject  is  studied.  In  1870  appeared  his  edition  of  Blackstone, 
in  1874  his  edition  ot  Story  's  Commentaries,  in  1S76  his  Taxation,  in  1879 
his  work  on  Torts,  and  in  1880  his  manual  of  Constitutional  Law.  In 
1885  his  History  of  Michigan  was  published  in  the  American  Common- 
wealth Series.  Judge  Cooley  has  been  a  frequent  contributor  to  reviews 
upon  important  legal  and  governmental  questions.  Tie  has  also  been 
called  upon  often  to  give  addresses  upon  questions  of  law  and  history  on 
important  public  occasions.  The  following  is  a  fuller  list  of  titles  of  such 
articles  and  addresses  than  has  before  been  published,  though  it  is  not 
complete: 

Some  Checks  and  Balances  in  Government.  "International  Review," 

May  and  June,  1876. 

Limits  to  State  Control  of  Private  Business.  "Princeton  Review," 
March,  1878. 

Changes  in  the  Balance  of  Governmental  Powers.  Address  to  the 
law  students  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  1878. 

The  Surrender  of  Fugitives  From  Justice.    "Princeton  Review," 

January,  1879. 

The  Recording  Laws  of  the  United  States,  their  Inadequacy  and 
Their  Danger.    Address  before  the  American  Bar  Association,  1 881. 

Presidential  Inability.  "North  American  Review,"  November,  1881. 
State  Regulation  of  Corporate  Profits.    "North  American  Review," 

September,  1883. 
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The  Abnegation  of  Self  Government.  "Princeton  Review,"  Novem- 
ber, 1883. 

Law  as  an  EtUi eating  Force.  Address  at  the  Law  Commencement 
University  of  Michigan,  1S84. 

Codificatiou.    "American  Law  Review,  '  May  and  June,  1886. 

Arbitration  in  Labor  Disputes.    "The  Forum,"  June,  1886. 

The  Influence  of  Habits  of  Thought  upon  our  Institutions.  Address 
before  the  South  Carolina  Bar  Association,  I8b6.  (Rewritten  and  read  in 
Ann  Arbor,  November  13,  1S93.) 

The  Acquisition  of  Louisiana.  Address  before  the  Indiana  Historical 
Society,  1887. 

The  Uncertainty  of  the  Law.  Address  before  the  Georgia  Bar  Associa- 
tion, 1887. 

On  the  Promulgition  of  the  Constitution  of  Japan.  Address  at  Johns 
Hopkins  University,  1889. 

Comparative  Merits  of  Written  and  Prescriptive  Constitutions. 
Addr  before  the  New  York  Bar  Association,  1889.  Also  in  "Harvard 
Law  Review,  "  March,  1889. 

The  Place  of  the  Federal  Supreme  Court  in  the  American  Constitu- 
tional System.  Address  before  the  Political  Science  Association  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  1889. 

Federal  Taxation  of  Lotteries.    "Atlantic  Monthly,"  April,  1892. 

Methods  of  Appointing  Presidental  Electors.  "Michigan  Law  Jour- 
nal," February,  1802. 

Sovereignty  in  the  United  States.  '  Michigan  Law  Journal,"  Ajjril, 
1892. 

State  l?anlc  Issues  in  Michigan.  PubHcationsof  the  Michigan  Political 
Science  Association.    No.  i,  May,  1893. 

Federal  Taxation  of  State  Bank  Issues.  Idem. 

The  Power  to  Amend  the  Federal  Constitution.  "Michigan  Law 
Journal,"  April,  1893. 

Grave  Obstacles  to  Hawaiian  Annexation.  "The  Forum,"  June, 
1893. 

The  Administration  of  )u!?t!ce  in  the  LTnited  States  in  Civil  Cases. 
Address  before  the  World's  l  air  Auxiliary;  also  in  "Michigan  Law  Jour- 
nal," September,  1893. 

Independence  of  the  Lei^uslati\-e  Drpnrtmcnt  of  Government.  Argu- 
ment before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan,  1893. 

♦Liability  of  Public  Officers  to  Private  Actions  for  Neglect  of  Duty. 
"Southern  Law  Review,"  1877. 

The  Semi-Centennial  of  Michigan.  Address  delivered  at  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  State  Semi-Centennial,  1886. 

What  the  Law  can  do  for  the  Health  of  the  People.  Address  at  a 
State  Sanitary  Convention. 

The  Cases  in  Which  the  Master  is  Liable  for  Injuries.  "Southern 
Law  Review,"  1876. 

The  Judicial  Functions  of  Survryor?,  1852. 

What  Shall  be  done  With  our  Ex-prcsidents?  Contribution  to  a 
symposium,  "The  Century,"  December,  188$. 

Judge  Cooley's  work  on  the  Inter-State  Commerce  Commission  was 

•Tliw  paper  «fta»  wMh  a  Mmcnee  wUA  hn  now  become  «>in«wluit  inaiii,  "A  puUie  ofiea  n  s  pabGe  inM." 
8rram]p«nMBlimtocnci«diicdwkbi)ieftmaM«nBM  of  it.  Hmr  aecas  M  MMea  M  doabi  tktt  Judce  Cooky  i» 
theoriclaal  aailiorof  tha  as|MaiiiGa. 
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performed  after  he  left  hh  chair  in  the  T.nw  Department.  He  brou^lU  to  it 
the  best  powers  of  his  ripest  years.  I  have  heard  one  of  his  colleagues  on 
the  cominission  say  that  Judge  Cooley  did  for  the  body  of  tiic  Intcr-Sute 
Commerce  Law  what  Marshall  did  for  the  Constitution  in  determining  its 
scope  and  meaning.  In  the  conscientious  discharge  of  his  duties  he  prob- 
ably overtasked  his  constitution,  to  whose  powers  of  endurance,  for  thirty 
years,  there  seemed  :o  be  no  limit.  Rnt  in  these  late  years  of  tedious 
illness,  which  have  set  a  limit  to  his  physical  activity,  though  not  to  bis 
mental,  his  interest  in  the  fortunes  of  the  Law  School  and  the  University,  to 
whose  service  he  has  devoted  so  much  of  his  life,  has  remained  unabated. 
Long  may  he  be  spared  to  rejoice  in  its  prosperity,  and  to  delight  its  stu« 
dents  and  its  prrifessor-;,  as  he  is  pleased  to  do  from  time  to  time,  by 
appearing  upon  the  rostrum  where  he  lectured  to  twenty-five  successive 
classes.  Jam£s  B.  Angell. 


LAW  FACULTY. 


1879—80 — James  V.  Campbell 
(Marshall), 
Thos.  M.  Cooley,  Dean, 

Chas.  A.  Kent, 

(Fletcher), 
Wm.  H.  Wells 

(Kent), 
Alpheus  Felch 

(Tappan), 
Chas.  I.  Walker 

(in  absence  of  Wells). 
Same  as  above  for  the  next  three 
years. 

1883-  84 — ^Thos.  M.  Cooley,  Dean, 

Jamc;  V.  Campbell, 
Chas.  A.  Kent, 
Wm.  H.  Wells, 
Henry  W.  Rogers, 

Secretary. 

1884-  85 — Jame!5  V,  Campbell, 

Chas.  A.  Kent,  Deaitt 
Wm.  IL  Wells, 
Henry  W.  Rogers, 

Secretary, 
Harry  R.  Hutchins. 

1885-  86 — Chas.  A  Kent,  DeaH^ 

Henry  W.  Rogers, 

Secretary, 
Harry  B.  Hutchins, 
Otto  Kirchner, 
Jerome  C.  Knowlton. 


1886-  87 — Henry  W.  Refers,  Dean, 

Harry  B.  Hutchins, 
Chas.  I.  Walker, 
Levi  T.  Griffin, 
Jerome  C.  Knowlton. 

SPECIAL  LECTURERS. 

Edward  S.  Dunster, 
Victor  C.  Vaughan, 
Cha:i.  H.  S'.owcll, 
Thos.  C.  1  rueblood. 

1887-  88 — Henry  \\  .  Rogers,  Dean, 

Levi  T.  Griffin, 
Wm.  H.  Wells, 
Jerome  C.  Knowlton. 

SPECIAL  LECTURERS. 

Henry  B.  Brown, 
Melville  M.  Bigelow, 
Wm.  G.  Hammond, 
Bradley  M.  Thompson, 
Edward  S.  Dunster, 
Victor  C.  Vaughan, 
Chas.  H.  St o well, 
Thos.  C.  Trueblood. 

1888-  89 — Henry  W.  Rogers,  Dean, 

LeviT.  Griffin, 
Wm.  II.  Wells, 
Bradley  M.  Thompson, 
Jerome  C.  Knowlton. 
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SPECIAL  LECTURERS. 

Hcniy  B.  Brown, 
Melville  M.  Bigelow, 
Wm.  G.  Hammond, 
Victor  C.  Vauf^han, 
Chas.  H.  Stowell, 
Thos.  C.  TrueWood. 

1889-  90 — Henry  W.  Rogers,  Dean, 

Levi  T.  Griffin, 
Wm.  H  Wells, 
Bradley  M.  ThomjMon, 
Jerome  C.  Knowlton, 
Thos.  C.  Trueblood. 

SPECIAL  LECTURERS. 

Henry  B.  Broun, 
Wm.  G.  Hammond, 
Victor  C.  Vaughan. 

ASSISTANTS, 

John  H.  Winans, 
Wm.  V.  Rinehart. 

1890-  91 — Levi  T.  Griffin, 

Wm,  H.  Wells, 
Bradley  M.  Thompson, 
Jerome  C.  Knowlton, 

Acting  Dean, 
Thos.  C.  Trueblood, 
Hcniy  W.  Rogers, 
Melville  M.  Bigelow. 

SPECIAL  LECTURERS. 

Henry  B,  Brown, 
Victor  C.  Vaughati, 
Marshall  D.  Ewell, 
Samuel  Maxwell, 
James  L.  High, 

John  B*  Clavbf  rj^, 

Wm.H.  Howell, 
Richard  Hudson. 

ASSISTANTS. 

Elias  F.  Johnson, 
Rodolphus  W.  Joslyn, 

SanuK.'l  H.  Goodall, 
Rufus  H.  Bennett, 
Guy  B.  Thompson. 

1891-  92 — Levi  T.  Griffin, 

Bradley  M.  Thompson, 
Jerome  C.  Knowlton, 

Dean, 


Nathan  Abbott, 
John  W.  Chaiiiplin, 
Edwin  F.  Conely, 
Andrew  C.  McLaughlin, 
Thos.  C.  Trueblood, 
Elias  Finley  Johnson. 

SPECIAL  LECTURKKS. 

Henry  B.  Brown, 
Marshall  D.  Ewell, 
Samnel  Maxwell, 
Jamc;>'L.  High, 
John  B.  Clayberg, 
Victor  C.  Vauyhan, 
Melville  M.  Bigelow, 
George  H.  Lothrop, 
Wm.  G.  Hammond, 
Wm.  H.  Howell, 
Richard  Hudson, 
Henry  C.  Adams. 

1892-  93— Levi  T.  Griffin, 

Bradley  M.  Thompson, 
Jerome  C.  Knowlton, 

Dean, 
John  W.  Champiin, 
Edwin  F.  Conely, 
Andrev\   C.  McLaughlin, 
Floyd  K.  Mechem, 
Thos.  C.  Trueblood, 
Elias  Finley  Johnson. 

SPECIAL  LECTURERS. 

Henry  B.  Brown, 
Marshall  D.  Ewell, 
Samuel  Maxwell, 
James  L.  High, 
John  B.  ClSybcrc:, 
Victor  C.  Vaughan, 
Melville  M.  Bigelow, 
Geo.  H.  Lothrop, 
Wm.  G.  Hammond, 
Henry  C.  Adams. 

1893-  94 — Levi  T.  Griffin, 

Bradley  ^1.  Tliompson, 
Jerome  C.  Knowlton, 

DeoHt 

Jolin  W.  Champiin, 
Floyd  R.  Mechem, 
Thos.  C.  Trueblood, 
Alexis  0/  Angell, 
Otto  Kirchner, 
Eliab  1'"  I  nicy  Johnson, 

Secretary. 
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SPECIAL  LECTURERS. 

Marshall  D.  Ewell, 
Samuel  Maxwell, 
James  L.  High, 
John  I).  ClaybcTg, 
Victor  C.  Vaughan, 
Melville  M.  Bigdow, 
Geo.  H.  Lotlirop, 
Wm.  G.  Hammond, 
Heniy  C.  Adams, 
Richard  tludson, 
Honn?  H.  Swan. 
1894-95 — Levi  r.  Griffin, 

Bradley  M.  Thompson, 
Jerome  C.  Knowlton, 

Dean, 
John  W.  Champlin, 
Floyd  R.  Mechem, 
Alexis  C.  Angell, 
Otto  Kircbner, 
Thos.  A.  Bo^e, 
Elias  F.  Johnson, 

Secretary, 
John  W.  Dwjrer, 
Thomas  W.  Hughes, 
Walter  D.  Smith. 


SPECIAL  LECTURERS 

Andrew  C.  McLaughlin, 
Thos.  C.  Trucbiood, 
Thos.  M.  Cooley, 
Henry  H.  Swan, 
Victor  C.  Vaughan, 
Marshall  D.  Ewell, 
James  L.  High, 
Melville  M.  Bigdow, 
John  B.  Ckyberg, 
Richard  Hudson, 
Gpo.  H.  Lothrop, 
Henry  C.  Adams, 
Clarence  L.  Meader, 
Frank  F.  Reed. 

1895-  96 — Same  as  1894-95,  with 

the  following  additions; 
Harry  B.  H  utchins,  Dean, 
Horace  L.  Wilgus, 

Professor, 
Albert  H.  Walker, 

Special  lecturer, 

1896— 97 — Same  as  1895—96,  except 

the  following: 
Marshall  D.  Ewell, 
Walter  D.  Smith, 
John  W.  Champlin. 


MICHIGAN'S  COURT  OF  CHANCERY. 


BY  EX-GOVERNOR  ALPHEUS  FELGH. 

REA.D  BEFORE  THE  MICHIGAN  PIONEER  AND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  JUNE  2,  l8^2. 

The  Michigan  Court  of  Ch.mrcry  wa<;  established  and  the  office  of 
chancellor  crcatt^d  by  act  of  the  legislature  rippro\ed  March  26.  1836. 
This  act  was  amended  in  July  of  the  same  year,  and  the  year  following 
both  statutes  were  repealed  and  a  new  law  continuing  the  independent 
Court  of  Chanceiy,  with  more  specific  provisions  as  to  its  powers  and  juris- 
diction, was  enacted.  By  this  statute  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  were 
made  co-cxistive  with  the  powers  and  juri'idiction  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
in  England  with  the  exceptions,  additions  and  limitations  created  and 
imposed  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State.  The  act  also  refers 
specifically  to  some  of  the  subjects  to  which  its  jurisdiction  extends  and 
which  are  within  its  proper  cognizance.  It  expressly  recognizes  the 
authority  to  compel  the  discovery  of  the  property  of  the  fraudulent  debtor, 
to  enforce  trusts,  to  issue  injunctions,  to  discover  and  relieve  aj'{aint;t 
frauds,  to  foreclose  mortgages,  to  appoint  receivers,  it  in  fact  establishes 
a  Court  of  Chancery,  with  the  principal  equity  powers  of  the  English  Court 
of  Chancery  with  the  requisite  subordinate  officers  and  with  full  authority 
to  enforce  its  decrees.  Its  presiding  ofTicer,  although  denominated  a 
Chancellor,  unlike  the  Chancellor  of  Eiij^laiu!,  was  to  hold  no  political 
station.  Ris  ofTtce  was  simply  judicial  in  its  character  and  was  limited  to 
adjudications  upon  the  rights  of  parties  litigant  as  recognized  in  a  court 
of  equity.  He  was  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  was  to  hold  the  office  for  seven  years. 
The  State  was  divided  into  three  circuits  (after  i  1  increased  to  five),  in 
each  of  which  two  tprms  were  to  be  lielil  annually,  and  an  appeal  was  given 
from  the  decrees  of  the  Chancellor  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 

In  July,  i8j6,  Ekm  Farn-bworth  received  the  appointment  of  Chan- 
cellor, and  soon  after  the  Court  of  Chancery  was  organized  and  the  exer- 
cise of  its  functions  commenced. 

Chancellor  Famsworth  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  being  horn  at  Wood- 
stock in  that  state  on  the  second  day  of  Febru  ary,  1799.  He  yradaaicd 
from  Midd;ebur\'  cnl!pjr<>  and  immediately  after  graduation  commenced 
die  study  oi  tlie  law.  In  1622  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  for  some  time 
was  in  the  office  of  Messrs.  Sibley  &  Whitney,  the  most  prominent  law 
firm  of  Detroit  at  that  early  day.    In  1824  we  find  him  in  the  practice  of 
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his  profession  at  that  place,  and  there  his  residence  n-as  continued  until 
his  death,  which  arcurred  March  24,  1877.  He  was  a  successfu!,  able 
and  honorable  member  ot  the  legal  profession,  always  surrounded  by  warm 
and  devoted  friends  and  always  r^arded  by  all  as  a  man  of  strict  integrity 
and  unquestioned  honor.  He  was  a  member  of  the  last  legislative  council 
of  the  territory  of  Michigan  in  1834  and  1835,  and  in  1843  he  was  Attor* 
ney  General  of  tin-  State.  When  the  new  Court  of  Chancery  was  estab- 
lished in  ])ubiic  attention  was  at  once  directed  to  him  as  the  man 
most  eminently  (jiuililicd  for  the  duties  o£  the  presiding  officer  ot  a  court 
of  equity.  Always  calm,  deliberate  and  cautious,  every  solicitor  who 
appeared  before  him  was  made  at  his  ease,  and  both  counsel  and  litigants 
had  perfect  confidence  in  his  ability  and  his  integrity.  He  was  an  ardent 
lover  of  justice,  and  always  astute  in  his  scnttiny  of  both  the  testimony 
and  the  arguments  of  counsel  that  he  nnt^lit  be  certain  to  seize  tlic  real 
truth  of  the  case  and  well  undcrstar»d  the  rights  of  ail  the  parties.  None 
but  they  who  were  in  the  wrong  ever  feared  the  result  of  his  deliberation 
or  the  announcement  of  his  decision. 

Chancellor  Famsworth  continued  to  hold  the  office  from  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  court  in  1836  until  1842,  when  on  account  of  ill  health,  he 
resigned.  The  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  aT>pnintnient  of  Hon.  Randolph 
Manning,  who  entered  at  once  on  tlie  duties  of  the  office  and  during  the 
next  four  years  continued  faithfully  and  ably  to  perform  them. 

Chancellor  Manning  was  bom  at  Plainfield,  in  New  Jersey,  May  19, 
1804,  and  studied  for  the  legal  profession  in  the  city  of  New  York.  He 
catne  to  Michigan  in  1832  and  at  once  entered  on  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Fontiac.    He  soon  attracted  the  attention  and  secured  the  con- 

« 

fidence  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens  who  early  bestowed  upon  him 
testimonials  of  their  high  regard.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  con- 
vention which  held  its  sessions  in  May  and  June,  1835,  Detroit,  and 
drafted  the  first  constitution  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 

In  1836  he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate,  and  in  iSjS  was  Secre- 
tary of  State.  In  1846  he  resigned  the  ofilice  of  Chancellor  and  returned 
to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  but  so  acceptable  had  his  services  as  a 
judicial  officer  been  to  the  public  that  subsequently,  in  1858,  he  was 
elected  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  and  in  that  office  he 
continued  'intil  his  dcatii  which  occurred  in  1864.  The  rcsifrnation  of 
Chancellor  Mannin;.;  aniivipated  by  a  few  months  only  the  time  when  the 
Court  of  Chancery  itself  ceased  to  exist. 

By  the  revised  statutes  of  1846  most  important  changes  were  made 
in  the  judiciary  of  the  State.  Under  the  statutory  enactments  of  1844 
Judge  Sanford  M.  Green  was  appointed  a  commissioner  to  prepare  and 
report  a  revision  and  consolidation  of  the  g^eneral  laws  of  the  State.  This 
work  was  performed  by  him  and  v.a.'i  reported  to  tiie  le^Mslaturc  ol  1846. 
By  the  revision  so  reported  the  Court  of  Chancery  was  retained  and  sub- 
stantially, but  with  a  few  necessary  modifications,  the  main  features  of 
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the  then  existinj^  judiciary  system.  All  this  was,  however,  repudiated  by 
the  legislature  and  ladica?  chartis^fH  were  made  in  the  rourts.  The  Court  of 
Chancery  was  abolished  altogeiher  by  tiie  revised  htalutes,  and  subse- 
quently, but  before  these  statutes  went  into  operation,  the  office  of  Chan- 
cellor was  also  specifically  abolished  by  legislative  act.  The  revised 
statutes  were  approved  May  i8,  1846,  but  by  a  special  provision  they  did 
not  '/n  into  effect  until  the  first  day  of  March,  1847.  Immediately  after 
the  i^assage  of  this  law  Chancellor  Manning  signified  to  me,  as  Governor 
of  tlic  State,  his  intention  of  resigning  the  office  of  Chancellor.  I  received 
this  intimation  with  great  regret  and  reluctance,  and  I  urged  him  to  with- 
hold his  resignation  and  to  continue  in  the  position  during  the  short  time 
which  remained  before  the  statute  would  go  into  effect  and  put  the  ui  Hn 
ished  business  of  the  Court  in  the  best  possible  condition  for  transfer 
to  another  tribunal.  1  was  unsuccessful  in  my  effort.  His  resignation 
was  presented  and  I  was  compelled  to  select  a  successor.  Terms  of  the 
Court  were  soon  to  be  held,  cases  ready  for  the  hearing  were  on  the  calen- 
dar, and  much  current  business  necessarily  required  attention.  The  speedy 
termination  of  the  Court  rendered  it  altogether  improbable  that  anyone 
with  fitting  qunlifications  for  the  high  office  would  conepnt  to  accept  it. 
In  this  emergency  1  sought  an  interview  with  Ciiaiicclior  Farnsworth, 
knowing  not  only  his  eminent  qualifications  for  the  position,  but  that  his 
former  experience  as  Chancellor  would  render  the  task  of  closing  up  the 
business  less  irksome  than  it  would  be  to  any  other  person.  He  was  at 
first  unwillin;.;  even  to  considr^r  the  proposition  of  returning  to  the  Chan- 
celionsliip,  but  r.n  my  nrtnng  the  embarrassment  of  the  position  and  the 
importance  of  tiic  public  interests  involved,  he  finally  acceded  to  my 
wishes,  and  on  June  i,  1846,  was  again  commissioned  as  Chancellor,  and 
he  continued  to  hold  the  Courts  of  Chancery  and  to  officiate  as  Chancellor 
until  March  i ,  1 84;,  when  the  end  came. 

Thii?  ended,  after  an  existence  of  some  ten  years,  Michigan's  Court 
of  Chancer}';  and  the  same  individual  who  officiated  at  its  first  organiza- 
tion, and  under  whose  direction  the  first  entry  in  its  record  was  made, 
was  present  at  the  closing  scene  and  gave  the  last  order  ever  made  by 
Michigan's  Chancellor. 

As  to  the  causes  and  matters  pending  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  at 
the  time  of  its  dissolution,  the  revised  statute  provided  that  they  should 
be  transferred  to  the  Supreme  Court,  but  by  subsequent  pro  .  ision  o-  law 
they  were  committed  to  the  charge  and  jurisdiction  of  a  single  judge  of 
that  court,  and  so  continued  until  by  statute  of  June  2;,  1851,  they  were 
transferred,  with  all  books,  papers  and  records,  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
1852,  to  the  circuit  courts  of  the  respective  countir^^  where  the  <;e<?«;ions 
of  the  Chancery  Courts  had  previously  been  held.  I'or  tin-  future  original 
chancery  jurisdiction  was  committed  to  the  circuit  courts  where  it  has  ever 
since  continued. 

The  decisions  of  the  Mich^n  Court  of  Chancery  are  found  in  two 
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volumes  of  printed  reports,  entitled  respectively,  Harrington's  Chancery 

Reports  and  Walker's  Chancer}'  Rcpurts.  They  are  rich  in  the  lore  per- 
taining to  adjudications  in  courts  of  (--(juity  and  embrace  decisions  on 
almost  every  subject  cognizable  by  tribunals  ol  that  character.  Indeed, 
the  ordinary  equity  jurisdiction  was  enlarged  by  statute  not  long  after  the 
organization  of  the  Court  to  meet  a  public  necessity  growing  out  of  the 
financial  embarrassment  of  the  country  and  the  numerous  fraudulent  ir^sti- 
tutions  organized  under  the 'genera!  banking  law  of  1837,  which  had  tloodcd 
the  State  with  the  irredeemable  currency  known  as  "wild  cat"  bills.  The 
cases  growing  out  of  this  matter  arc  both  nunicrouii  and  interesting.  But 
when  not  controlled  by  special  statutory  provisions  the  Chancellors  were 
always  careful  to  keep  within  the  rules  of  equity  jurisdiction,  and  cases 
were  repeatedly  dismissed  by  the  Court  on  the  ground  that  the  Court  of 
Chancery  had  no  jurisdiction,  in  cases  where  a  plain,  adequate  and  com- 
plete remedy  could  be  had  in  the  courts  of  common  law,  thus  clearly 
recognizing  the  fact  that  each  of  the  two  jurisdictions  had  a  large  and 
important  class  of  cases  of  its  own  which  had  no  place  and  could  not  be 
heard  in  the  tribunals  of  the  other,  and  that  the  court  of  common  law  and 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  when  existing  together  were,  by  no  means  antago- 
nistic, but  rather  supplementary  to  each  other  in  their  judicial  labors,  and 
both  necessary  for  the  full  administration  ot  justice. 

But  the  question  naturally  arises  why,  if  the  Court  of  Chancery  filled 
so  important  a  place  in  the  judicial  system  of  the  State,  was  it  abolished 
by  the  legislature? 

The  citizens  of  Michigan  whose  memory  will  carr>'  them  back  so  far 
will  reniernher  the  popular  agitation  in  regard  to  the  courts  and  the  admin- 
istration of  justice  which  prevailed  in  1845  and  a  few  years  subsequently. 
It  was  a  cry  for  so-called  reform.  It  was  urged  that  the  expense  of  the 
courts  was  too  large;  that  a  more  simple  ^stem  should  be  adopted;  that 
justice  should  be  brouglit  to  every  man's  door,  and  that  the  higher  tribu- 
nals should  be  abolished  or  curtailed.  It  was  in^^isted  that  the  Supreme 
Court  and  Court  of  Chancery  were  aristocratic  in  their  character  and 
should  give  place  to  the  more  humble  and  simple  institutions  which  belong 
to  a  republican  government.  This  agitation,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  was  to  a 
considerable  extent  carried  into  the  political  contests  of  the  day,  and  it 
was  not  without  its  effect  on  the  public  mind.  Its  influence  is  apparent  in 
the  radical  changes  In  the  judiciary  system  of  this  State  made  by  the 
revised  statutes  of  1S46.  The  Court  of  Chancery,  as  we  ha'.  e  already  seen, 
was  abolished  by  that  revision.  A  county  court  was  established  in  eveiy 
oi^ahized  county,  and  for  it  a  judge  and  a  second  judge  were  to  be  elected 
by  the  people  every  four  years,  and  they  were  to  be  paid  by  fees  taxed  to 
the  [xirties  litigant;  but  this  was  afterwards  changed  to  an  annual  compen- 
sation  to  be  paid  from  the  county  treasnr^^ 

The  county  court  vva-  to  He  a  ronrl  of  record  and  its  terms  were  to  be 
held  once  m  every  month,  and  as  much  oftener  as  the  judge  sliould  direct. 
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The  jurisdiction  of  the  court  was  confined  to  civil  cause?  But  this  Htnitcd 
jurisdiction  was  subsequently  t.nlar;^fxi  until  under  the  statutes  of  1848  and 
1849,  It  was  made  to  embrace  all  causes  at  law,  both  civil  and  crinnnal, 
which  were  not  within  the  cognizance  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  with  the 
proviso,  however,  that  a  party  might  elect,  in  certain  specified  cases  to  be 
tried,  before  the  circuit  judge,  but  in  such  cases  the  pleadings,  proceedings 
and  trial  were  required  to  Ijc  the-  same  as  in  the  county  court. 

At  the  time  of  the  passage  ol  the  revised  statutes  of  1846  the  Supreme 
Court  was  protected  from  I^slative  interference  by  the  then  existing  con> 
stitution  of  1835;  but  four  years  afterwards  by  the  constitution  of  1850, 
its  organization  was  entirely  changed,  and  it  was  provided  that  the  offices 
of  the  judges,  both  of  ^hc  Supreme  and  county  courts,  should  expire  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  1852.  Rig^ht  circuit  courts  were  established,  each 
with  a  circuit  judge  elected  by  the  people  oi  the  circuit,  and  these  circuit 
judges  were  made  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  New  circuits  might 
be  created  by  the  legislature  and  each  additional  circuit  would  give  one 
additional  judge  to  the  Supreme  Court.  With  the  increase  of  circuits  and 
circuit  fudges  and  ',vith  ihis  provision  still  continued  ia  force,  the  Supreme 
Court  uouid  this  day(l892)  consist  n|  thirty-two  judges  instead  of  the  five 
who  now  constitute  the  members  o(  that  tribunal,  and  so  ably  and  accept- 
ably perform  the  duties  pertaining  to  it.  And  if,  in  addition,  the  county 
court  system,  provided  for  by  the  revised  statutes  of  1846,  continued 
intact  to  the  present  day,  we  should  now  have  in  the  State  eighty-four 
county  judges,  and  eighty-four  second  county  judges  where  none  now 
exist;  and  each  county  would  have  fourteen  terms  of  a  court  of  record 
(two  oi  the  circuit  and  twelve  of  the  county  couitj  in  each  year,  instead 
of  the  two  terms  now  held  by  a  single  circuit  judge  charged  with  the  duty 
of  disposing  of  all  civil,  criminal  and  equity  causes  within  the  territorial 
jurisdiction  of  the  court. 

A  few  years'  experience  with  these  important  changes  in  the  coiirts 
proved  the  new  order  of  things  to  be  unsatisfactory.  The  county  courts 
were  the  first  to  be  dispensed  with.  They  went  out  of  existence  by 
virtue  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  1850,  and  in  1857  the  legis- 
lature, under  constitutional  authority,  reorganized  the  Supreme  Court. 
The  circuit  judges,  although  many  of  them  were  able  men  and  did  good 
service  to  the  State,  were  retired  from  the  Supreme  Bench,  and  in  their 
place  were  put  a  Chief  Justice  and  three  Associate  Justices  elected  by  the 
people  of  the  State  for  a  term  of  eight  years.  Thus  was  restored  substan- 
tially and  with  the  few  additional  provisions  which  were  required  by  the 
increase  of  population  and  business,  the  judicial  system  and  the  courts  as 
they  existed  prior  to  the  revised  statutes  of  1846,  with  the  CKCcption  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery.  This  tribunal  has  not  only  never  been  restored 
but  under  the  provisions  of  the  present  constitution  the  legislature  is 
deprived  of  the  power  of  renewing  it. 

It  is  not  without  interest  to  note  what  may  be  called  the  solitary  con- 
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dition  of  our  Court  of  Chancery.  Nine  only  of  the  forty-four  States  of  the 
l_^ninn  have  ever  had  a  tribunal  of  exclusive  equity  jurisiliction  presided 
over  by  a  Chancellor.  Of  all  the  states  into  which  is  divided  the  almost 
limitless  region  of  the  old  Northwest  Territoiy,  and  that  stretching  from 
the  Mississippi  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  east  to  the  Pacific  on  the 
west,  Michigan  alone  has  ever  had  a  Court  of  Chancery. 

It  h  also  worthy  of  note  that  Michigan  is  not  alont  in  the  discontinu- 
ance of  a  Court  of  Chancery  once  established.  Five  ot  the  niiK  States  of 
the  Union  where  they  once  existed  have  abolished  them.  In  New  York,  by 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  1846,  the  Court  of  Chancery  of  that 
State,  distinguished  for  the  learning,  ability  and  worth  of  its  most  eminent 
presiding  officers,  Chancellors  Kent  and  Walworth,  was  doomed  to  extinc- 
tion. Even  in  England  a  change  of  the  same  character  has  taken  place. 
The  Court  of  Chancery  as  it  existed  in  days  of  yore  is  gone,  and  the  Lord 
High  Chancellor,  rekaiied  from  the  arduous  labors  of  its  presiding  officer, 
is  busied,  instead,  in  hearing  and  deciding  such  appealed  cases  as  formerly 
went  to  the  House  of  Lords. 

Thus  we  sec  that  this  ancient  and  venerable  judicial  tribunal,  long 
known  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  appears  to  have  passed  its  palmy 
days  and  to  approacli  its  exit.  It  is  useless  to  speculate  upon  the  causes, 
in  this  country  it  lias  doubtless  been  very  generally  regarded  as  an  exotic 
belonging  rather  to  England's  aristocracy  than  to  America's  democracy. 
Its  very  name  has  been  thought  to  indicate  as  much.  In  the  century  and 
a  half  of  colonial  existence  in  America  no  such  tribunal  was  ever  estab- 
lished. .^Ithou^h  some  of  the  powers  of  a  court  of  equity  were  occasionally 
given  to  local  authorities. 

Terhaps  the  powers  given  to  the  Chancellor  were  thought  to  be  too 
extensive  and  too  liable  to  abuse.  He  alone  of  all  the  judicial  officials  could 
compel  a  defendant  to  make  specific  answer,  under  solemn  oath  and  agamst 
his  interest,  to  the  searching  interrogatives  put  to  him  by  his  opponent  in 
a  bill  of  complaint.  He  alone  could  by  the  writ  of  nr  exeat  prevent  a 
party  from  withdrawing  from  the  jurisdiction  ot  the  court  and  thus  pre- 
venting the  enforcement  of  the  decree.  He  alone  could,  by  the  writ  of 
iHjufUtio»t  restrain  a  party  from  a  threatened  injury  to  another  person 
while  the  courts  of  law  were  powerless  to  act  until  the  injury  was  actually 
committed  and  the  power  of  enforcing  his  orHcrs  and  decrees  by  imprison- 
ment or  fine  was  always  at  his  command.  Perha|)s  the  surroundings  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  and  its  method  of  proceeding  may  have  created  a  preju- 
dice against  it. 

The  Chancellor  had  no  associate  sitting  by  his  side  on  the  bench  and 
no  jurors  were  called  from  among  the  citizens  to  attend  his  court,  although 

doubtful  questions  of  facts  were  sometimes  fient  to  a  court  of  law  to  be 
there  submitted  to  a  iury.  No  witness  appeared  in  this  court  to  give  oral 
testimony,  but  the  proofs  were  taken  before  a  master  in  chancery  or  a 
special  commissioner  and  were  reported  and  read  on  the  hearing  of  the 
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caii?e.  There  were  no  criminal  trials  to  excite  the  popular  interest  or  to 
draw  a  crowd  of  listeners,  for  the  Court  of  Chancery  had  no  jurisdiction  of 
criminal  causes.  All  its  proceedings  were  deliberate,  quiet  and  orderly. 
Solid  afgument,  close  reasoning  and  a  skillful  citation  of  apt  authorities 
usually  characterized  the  discussions  before  the  Court,  and  it  was  an  arena 
worthy  the  highest  efforts  of  the  giants  of  the  l^al  profession,  but  it  was 
no  place  for  idle  declamation  or  noisy  harangue,  and  it  rarely  presented 
anything  to  arouse  or  secure  popular  applause.  Even  in  England  tlic 
Chancery  Court  seems  not  to  have  been  a  favorite  with  the  common  people. 
Complaints  were  continually  made  of  delay  in  the  dispatch  of  business 
and  of  expenses  of  litigation  ruinous  to  the  parties.  Although  no  such 
charges  were  or  could  have  been  made  against  the  Court  of  Cli  inccry  in 
Michif^an  durinf^  its  ten  years  of  existence  and  of  useful  labor,  it  is  certain 
that  public  sentiment  was  not  ardent  in  its  favor,  and  little  regret  was  felt 
at  its  discontinuance. 

But  if  we  speak  of  the  discontinuance  of  these  tribunals  and  nothing 
more  we  leave  half  the  tale  untold.  What  became  of  the  subject  matters 
which  parties  were  accu<?tomed  for  years  and  centuries  to  submit  to  the 
adjudications-  of  these  court'^  of  i;<;uity?  What  of  that  large  class  of  cases 
involvuig  milhons  in  amount  which  the  Court  of  Chancery  was  ever  ready 
to  hear  but  which  the  courts  of  common  law,  unaided  by  statutory  enlarge- 
ment of  power,  could  not  entertain?  Has  the  world  become  better  and  all 
occasion  for  an  equity  tribunal  ceased,  or  h:ivc.  iniquity  and  injustice 
become  triumphant  and  able  to  walk  abroad  uiu  ht  iked  and  unpunished  by 
public  authority?  Neither  of  these  contigencies  has  happened.  In  Michi- 
gan the  same  statute  by  wliich  the  Court  of  Chancery  was  abolished  recog- 
nizes the  necessity  of  such  a  jurisdiction  and  transfers  the  full  power  of 
administering  it  to  the  courts  of  law.  Such  coifrts  with  us  are  made  tribu- 
nals of  double  jurisdiction  and  the  two  jurisdictions  are  kept  separate  and 
distinct.  Each  court  has  its  law  side  and  Its  equity  or  chancery  side. 
As  a  court  of  law  it  knows  nothing  but  the  strict  rui^  of  the  common  law 
and  the  modifications  of  it  mad^  by  statute.  As  a  Court  of  Chancery  not 
only  are  the  broad  subjects  of  chancery  jurisdiction  open  before  it,  but  it 
follows  generally  the  forms  and  is  armed  with  the  powers  usually  pertaining 
to  a  separate  court  of  equity.  I  know  of  no  case  where  a  Court  of  Chan- 
cer\'  has  been  abolished  that  the  jurisdiction  has  not  been  preserved  and 
coinrnittcd  to  some  other  tribunal.  In  all  the  states  of  the  Union  this 
equity  jurisdiction  exists,  in  some  in  a  greater,  in  others  in  a  less  degree  of 
perfection.  In  a  few  states  it  is  still  held  by  a  separate  Court  of  Chancery ; 
in  some,  as  in  Michigan,  it  is  confided  to  the  courts  of  law  nu!  is 
exercised  as  a  special  and  separate  jurisdiction ;  in  others-  it  is  portiont  d  out 
to  the  courts  of  law  by  statute  to  be  exercised  to  tiie  extent  and  in  the 
manner  therein  speci^ed.  Indeed  no  country  where  tlie  English  common 
law  prevails  has  ever  dared  to  abolish  absolutely  and  altogether  the  juris- 
diction which  hears  and  decides  that  great  body  of  causes  which  are  known 
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as  equity  cases.  They  are  too  numerous  and  too  important  to  be  ignored 
in  any  civilized  country.  In  some  tribunal  they  must  be  heard.  The  pres- 
ent judiciary  system  of  Michigan,  recognizing  the  importance  of  the  two 

jurisdictions  and  committing  both,  under  proper  r^ulations,  to  the  same 

judicial  tribunal,  i:=;  found  cnitncntl\'  well  to  !;ub?;ervc  the  ^reat  purposes  of 
justice,  and  we  can  but  regard  our  courts  and  the  judges  who  officiate  in 
them  as  entitled  to  our  liighest  commendation  and  prarisc. 


THE  BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  SAGINAW  VALLEY. 


The  earlier  history  of  the  Bench  and  Bar  of  Saginaw,  which  hardly 
falls  within  the  scope  and  object  of  this  work,  would  be  a  valuable  record 
and  an  interesting  history  of  a  period  that  will  probably  have  no  future 
parallel  in  our  own  or  any  other  country.    The  existir^  records  of  the 

pioneer  day«  have  hardly  hccxx  opened  by  one  of  the  present  generation, 
and  the  traditionary  tlireads  ot  that  history  are  rapidly  being  dropped, 
never  again  to  be  recovered. 

Prior  to  1859  Saginaw  county,  now  alone  composing  the  10th  Judi- 
cial Circuit  with  two  Circuit  Judges,  was  attached  for  judicial  purposes  first 
to  the  4th  district,  and  later  to  the  jth.  The  local  history  of  the  Bench 
and  )^;ir  of  Sac!:inaw  pro|i(:rly  ccuTiintnces  with  the  act  of  1859,  though 
some  of  the  ablest  mennbcrs  of  the  Saginaw  Bar  were  here  long  before  that 
date,  when  the  Court  was  held  by  the  grave,  dignified  and  conscientious 
Judge  Josiah  Turner,  of  Owosso,  and  the  learned,  scholarly,  pioneer,  now 
venerable  Judge  and  author,  Sanford  M.  Green,  whose  legal,  literary  and 
judicial  work  cotnmenced  away  back  in  the  early  fortie?;. 

From  the  first,  with  a  single  exception  to  which  further  rt^fercnce  is 
unnecessary,  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  county  of  S^inaw  has  always  been 
presided  over  by  Judges  of  learning,  ability,  agreeable  manners,  thorough 
independence,  and  unquestionable  int^;rity;  while  the  Bar  has  been  dis- 
tinguished, generally,  for  the  courtesy,  diligence  and  integrity  of  its  mem- 
bers as  well  as  for  their  learning  and  ability;  and  these  qualities  have 
naturally  brought  the  Bar,  as  a  whole,  professional  success  and  considera- 
tion as  well  as  financial  prosperity. 

Soon  after  the  act  of  1859  became  a  law,  James  Bimey,  son  of  the 
great  leader  of  the  Liberty  party,  and  subsequently  United  States  Minister 
to  Holland,  became  Judge  of  the  lOth  Circuit,  then  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Saginaw.  Gratiot,  Isabella.  Midland,  Iosco.  Bay  and  Alpena,  and 
continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  until  January,  1864,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  the.Hon«  Jabez  G.  Sutherland.  Judge  Bimey  then 
was,  and  still  is,  a  resident  of  Bay  County.  He  was  the  last  judge  of  the 
loth  Circuit  not  a  resident  of  Saginaw  County  and,  as  stated,  was  followed 
by  Judge  Sutherland.  With  some  it  is  held  ill  taste  to  speak  favorably  of 
the  living,  unless  they  happen  to  be  candidates  for  office,  but  whoever 
speaks  of  Sutherland  must  speak  tavoiably  ur  be  contradicted  by  the  record 
of  his  life.  Lawyer,  scholar,  J  udge,  representative  in  Congress,  and  legal 
author  of  more  than  National  fame,  he  is  one  of  those  members  of  our  Bar 
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to  whom  every  citizen  of  Saginaw  turns  with  just  pride.  Judge  Suther- 
land was  one  of  the  carlie^^t  lawyers  who  established  themselves  in  the 
county,  and  was  an  active  member  of  the  convention  that  framed  the  State 
constitution  of  1850.  His  practical  knowledge  of  the  law  was  acquired  in 
sharp  competition  with  Hon.  John  Moore  and  William  L.  Webber,  who 
came  to  Saginaw  about  the  same  time  that  Sutherland  located  here,  and 
whose  legal  abilities  and  reputations,  like  Sutherland's,  from  that  time  on 
were  a  constant  [.growth,  equalled  only  by  the  development  of  the  frontier 
village  and  settlement  they  had  lortunately  selected  for  their  future  homes; 
and  these  pioneers  of  our  Bar  surrounded  with  the  comforts  that  wait  upon 
thrift  and  intelligence,  possessed  of  the  respect  and  confidence  ah/ays  com- 
manded by  correct  conduct,  and  in  the  fullest  possession  of  their  faculties, 
are  yet  in  active  sympathy  with  current  events,  and  have  lived  to  see  the 
straggling  frontier  village  atoui^d  the  old  stockade  to  which  the  settlers  had 
but  recently  looked  for  protection  from  the  prowling  Indian,  chaiiged  to 
the  prosperous,  growing  and  wealthy  city  of  Saginaw,  with  its  65,000 
population,  and  the  dark,  damp,  unbroken  wilderness  extending  westerly 
to  Lake  Michigan,  and  northerly  and  easterly  to  Mackinaw  and  Lake 
Huron,  developed  in  {t=:  southern  extension  into  a  cultivated  territory  of 
vasi  extent  and  fertility.  Aiul  to  ihc^v  rvsults  they  each  contributed  their 
full  share  —  not  simply  as  lawyers,  but  as  business  men  and  leaders  in  the 
great  march  of  improvement. 

Before  going  upon  the  Bench  Sutherland  was  universally  rec<^ized  as 
a  ready  and  able  lawyer,  extremely  zealous  in  the  service  of  his  clients,  and 
was  thought,  by  some,  to  be  too  much  of  a  lawyer  and  partisan  to  make  a 
good  Judge^an  opinion  entirely  refuted  by  the  result.  He  felt  honored 
by  the  position  and  took  pride  in  discharging  its  duties  with  judicial  fair- 
ness. Sharp  as  had  been  his  contentions  at  the  bar  the  recollection  of 
them  was  never  carried  upon  the  bench;  patient,  serene  in  disposition, 
honest  in  purpose,  courteon?  in  demeanor,  and  just  and  sound  in  judg- 
ment, he  trained  the  respect  of  all  and  stored  up  the  learning  that  found 
expression  in  his  learned  work  "Sutherland  on  Damages,"  and  now  in  the 
maturity  of  his  fame  in  his  present  far  away  Salt  Lake  home,  he  is  still 
claimed  as  a  member  of  the  S^;inaw  Bar. 

The  Hon.  John  Moore  followed  Sutherland  upon  the  bench,  and  so  far 
at:  can  now  be  determined  from  the  sentiment  of  the  Bar  and  from  public 
opinion,  it  is  not  settled  which  v.'as  the  better  judge.  Judge  Moore  was  of 
English  birth,  but  is  American  in  education  and  sentiment;  his  American- 
ism is  unquestionable;  he  may  respect  the  land  of  his  birth  for  its  past  and 
present,  but  America  is  the  land  and  home  of  his  love  and  his  achieve- 
ments. To  the  sturdy  characteristics  of  his  fatherland  he  adds  the  genius 
and  thrift  an<l  tart  of  the  horn  Yankee ;  he  was,  and  is,  a  lawver  by  nature 
with  a  kiitiwicilge  of  tile  principles  of  the  .  and  a  skill  and  jLidyrnent  in 
tiicir  application  equalled  by  few.  It  may  fairly  be  said  he  ranks  among  the 
first  lawyers  of  the  State.    When  he  went  upon  the  bench,  as  in  the  case 
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of  Sutherland,  it  was  thoug^ht  that  he  nho  was  too  much  of  a  partisan  to 
become  an  unbiased  judge.  But  the  result  proved  the  opinion  to  be 
wholly  unfounded.  It  is  true  that  he  always  had  a  pretty  clear  idea  where 
the  right  lay,  and  the  jury  rarely  differed  with  him  in  conclusion ;  yet  it  was 
not  easy  to  point  out  any  error  in  his  charges,  and  if  he  ever  did  exercise 
an  iniluence  over  the  jury  it  was  a  wholesome  one,  that  might  be  followed 
with  propriety.  Moore  and  Sutherland  placed  the  judicial  standard  in  this 
county  so  high  as  to  apparently  make  it  somewhat  embarrassing  tor  their 
immediate  successors.  This,  however,  on  the  resignation  of  Judge  Moore 
did  not  deter  William  S.  Tennant  from  taking  his  seat  upon  the  bench  in 
April,  1874.  Mr.  Tennant  was  a  young  man  who  had  not  enjoyed  the 
advantage  of  any  considerable  g[enera!  practice  at  the  Bar,  but  he  was  a 
man  of  good  general  and  more  than  ordinary  le'.^al  education,  of  an  honest 
purpose  on  the  bench,  good  understandmg,  and  a  ready  faculty  of  appro- 
priating any  good  idea  that  came  in  his  way.  During  the  six  years  he  was 
upon  the  bench  much  important  business  came  before  the  court,  and  while 
as  a  lawyer  he  was  not  equal  in  legal  learniri;;  and  talent  to  his  immediate 
predecessors  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  he  held  the  scales  of  justice  with 
an  even  Iiand  and  enjoyed  the  full  confidence  and  rcs>pect  of  the  Bar,  He 
resigned  in  March,  1880,  and  was  succeeded  by  Col.  D.  W  C.  Goqq,  who 
for  a  long  time  before  his  appointment  had  enjoyed  a  large  and  profitable 
practice.  Col.  Gage  was  a  hard-working,  painstaking  lawyer,  and  a  most 
diligent  student,  who  relied  upon  his  books  for  his  law,  and  felt  most  confi- 
dent when  backed  by  adjudicated  cases.  When  unable  to  find  a  precedent 
he  was  iittle  mclined  to  make  one  —  always  preferring  to  follow  the  well- 
beaten  track.  He  was  an  upright,  conscientious  judge,  and  if  not  much 
inclined  to  improve  and  expand  the  law  by  taking  an  advanced  position, 
he  was  not  at  all  inclined  to  disregard  any  of  its  well  known  and  established 
landmarks.     Col.  Gage  was  in  every-  respect  a  conservative. 

The  next  judge  was  Chauncey  1 1 .  Gasc.  who  assumed  the  office  January 
I,  1882.  He  had  been  prosecuting  attorney  and  recorder  of  the  city  of  East 
Saginaw  (a  judicial  position)  and  atthe  timeof  his  election  had  a  good  practice 
and,  though  quite  a  young  man,  was  regarded  as  a  good  lawyer,  an 
opinion  fully  justified  by  his  course  upon  the  bench.  Universally  polite 
and  aj:^reeablc  to  all  having  business  before  the  court,  he  soon  became  a 
very  popular  j Lidice,  and  his  nrbanity  .;rcatly  tcndirc]  to  lessen  the  pain  of 
defeat.  Completely  independent  and  honest  upon  ilic  bench,  iiu  one  ever 
questioned  the  motive  of  his  rulings.  To  a  truly  judicial  mind  there  was 
added  a  strong  sense  of  equity  and  a  lively  sympathy  with  misfortune,  so 
if  he  sometimes  erred  in  his  judgments  it  was  upon  the  side  of  charity. 

Under  the  amendment  of  the  constitution  approved  by  the  people  at 
the  November  election  in  1888,  the  Legislature  at  the  next  session  pro- 
vided for  an  additional  judge  for  Sagmaw  county,  and  John  A.  Edget 
was  appointed  to  the  newly  created  judgshlp.  From  that  time  until 
December  31,  1893,  Judge  Gage  and  he,  holding  separate  courts,  contin- 
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ucd  as  judges,  .md  ^vere  succeeded  by  the  present  judge,  Eugene  Wilber, 
and  the  late  Judge  Robert  B.  MrKiiight  who,  after  a  brief  service  was 
tuiiipelled  by  ill  health  to  resign,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  present  Judge 
William  R.  Kendrick.  Judge  McKnight  died  in  1895,  on  the  homeward 
voyage  from  Europe,  whither  he  had  traveled  in  search  of  health.  Partic- 
ular mention  of  these  judges  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work  1  '  we 
turn  to  recall  the  name?  of  the  tneinber?  of  the  Bar  who  made,  and  who 
now  make  it  what  it  is.  Among  the  earlier  lawyers  who  were  in  active 
practice  here  with  Sutherland,  Moore  and  Webber,  and  who  have  finished 
their  work  at  our  Bar,  the  names  of  William  M.  Miller,  Augustine  S.  Gay- 
lord,  Irving  P.  Smith,  and  John  J.  Wheeler,  are  recalled  with  melancholy 
satisfaction.  It  will  br  impossible  to  fully  and  properly  speak  of  these 
gentlemen  within  the  limits  of  this  paper,  and  the  briefest  reference  to 
them  must  suffice. 

Mr.  Miller  was  the  law  partner  of  Sutherland  from  the  time  he  came  to 
Saginaw  until  Sutherland  went  upon  the  bench.  He  was  an  educated 
gentleman,  cultivated,  poUte,  affable  and  of  pleasing  and  refined  manners, 
with  a  well  balanced  mtnd  stored  with  the  Icnrning  that  made  him  a  lawyer 
in  the  truest  s«nse  of  the  word.  With  ail  the  advantages  of  learning  and 
wealth  there  was  in  his  nature  nothing  of  arrogance  or  self-assumption. 
He  once  said  to  the  writer,  "After  all  it  is  astonishing  how  little  the  best 
of  us  know  of  the  law."  Honesty  was  no  merit  in  Mr.  Miller,  it  was  a 
part  of  his  nature;  he  could  no  more  help  it  than  the  color  of  his  hair. 
Cool,  self-possessed,  and  deliberrtte.  he  won  by  candor  where  his  opponent 
lost  by  zeal.  He  had  a  peculiar  faculty  of  so  identitymg  himself  with  the 
jury  that  they  half  mistook  him  for  one  of  the  panel  when  his  arguments 
took  the  form  of  a  confidential  discussion,  having  no  object  but  a  correct 
determination  of  the  question  they  were  considering,  which,  somehow,  was 
generally  found  to  be  on  the  side  of  his  client.  He  and  the  jury,  like 
Conger  and  his  jury,  generally  "stutk  together. " 

Mr.  Gaylord,  partner  of  Judge  Moore  until  the  judge  withdrew  from 
active  practice,  and  later  of  the  widely  known  firm  of  Gaylord  &  Han- 
chett,  died  while  filling  the  office  of  Solicitor  for  the  Department  of  the 
Tntrrior.  G;iylord  wns  t-^sentially  a  Saginaw  man  who  "grew  up  with  the 
Country.  "  His  first  public  appearance  here  was  as  a  teacher  of  the  villj^e 
school  long  before  Saginaw  aspired  to  the  dignity  of  a  city.  Then  County 
Clerk,  and  then,  his  ambition  rising  with  the  development  about  him,  a 
student  with,  and  soon  a  partner  of,  Judge  Moore.  The  firm  commanded 
universal  confidence  and  had  a  full  measure  r.f  success,  Mr.  Gaylord  was 
a  large  man  every  way,  intellectuiilly  and  pliysieally,  of  a  social  turn  with 
a  hearty  western  good  nature  that  secured  him  friends  whose  good  will  was 
manifested  in  ways  more  substantial  than  mere  words.  He  was  distin- 
guished rather  as  a  lawyer  than  as  an  advocate,  yet  he  possessed  in  a  very 
considerable  degree  those  qualities  that  gave  Mr.  Miller  his  influence  with 
the  jury.    As  a  lawyer  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word  he  had  few 
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equals.    It  was  said  of  him  by  a  friend  of  eminent  judgment  who  knew 

him  well  from  youth  to  the  ^ave  that,  "While  his  off  hand  opinions  were 
sometimes  subject  to  revision,  I  would  have  more  conlidence  in  his  con- 
clusions after  he  bad  examined  a  question  than  in  the  judgment  of  any 
other  lawyer  in  the  State." 

Irving  P.  Smith  in  many  respects  —  in  personal  appearance,  deport- 
ment, character  and  mental  characteristics  —  much  resembled  Mr.  Miller, 
and  had  he  lived  the  usually  allotted  time  would  have  ranked  among  the 
best.  He  was  the  law  partner  of  Hon.  \Vm.  L.  Webber,  and  during  all 
the  time  he  was  associated  with  Mr.  Webber  they  had  an  extensive, 
important,  and  profitable  practice,  and  with  them,  as  with  most  Saginaw 
lawyers,  buHiticss  thrift  closcly  followed  professional  success,  and  the  one 
with  the  Saginaw  Bar  has  generally  been  the  measure  of  the  other. 

John  J.  Wheeler  was  a  f^entleinan  of  a  retirinj:;  nature,  yet  his  modest 
demeanor  did  not  prevent  ins  being  recognized  as  a  worthy  opponent  of 
the  gentlemen  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  at  the  Bar,  or  impair  his  own 
self  confidence.  As  an  advocate  he  was  not  conspicuous,  possessing  in  no 
great  degree  those  qualities  that  excite  sympathy  or  captivate  the 
unthouG^htful.  l{e  relied  alone,  and  with  a  fair  dej^ree  of  success,  upon 
the  cold  logic  of  his  argument,  appreciated  in  proportion  to  tiie  intelli- 
gence of  those  he  sought  to  convince,  and  delivered  in  the  same  tone  and 
manner  with  which  he  would  have  advised  a  client  in  his  office.  Mr. 
Wheeler  was  a  kind  hearted  man,  but  not  demonstrative,  and  usually  quite 
absorbed  in  his  own  reflections.  It  is  said  a  friend  of  Mr.  Wheeler,  of  a 
jovial,  bluff  nature,  met  him  one  mominj^  on  the  way  to  the  court  ho-jse. 
Wheeler  appeared  to  be  lost  in  his  own  thoughts,  and  as  tliey  approached 
each  other  the  friend  said,  "Why  John,  what  are  you  mad  about?"  Mr. 
Wheeler  simply  glanced  at  him  in  an  inquiring  way,  and  without  further 
recognition  passed  on.  About  a  year  afterwards  the  two  again  met  at  the 
same  point  —  it  was  one  of  Wheeler's  ofif  days;  he  heartily  extended  his 
hand,  sayint^,  "1)0  n't  you  remeiribt^r  wc  met  near  here  one  morning  a 
while  ago,  and  you  asked  me  what  1  was  mad  about,'  well,  1  was  not  mad, 
I  was  just  thinking  about  a  little  matter  up  in  court."  Few  members 
of  the  Saginaw  Bar  ever  commanded  more  real  respect  and  esteem  than 
John  J.  Wheeler. 

William  A.  Clark,  John  Dillinjrham,  Col.  Geo.  A.  Flanders,  Oscar  F. 
Wisncr.  and  C.  Stewart  Draper,  eaine  to  our  Bar  later,  and  they  too  have 
appeared  before  the  tribunal  from  wimse  decrees  there  is  no  appeal. 

Mr.  Clark  was  a  lawyer  of  considerable  reputation  before  he  came  to 
Saginaw,  and  at  once  took  a  prominent  position  here.  In  fertility  of 
genius  and  facility  of  resources  he  had  few  superiors,  as  readily  appears 
from  an  examination  of  our  State  reports  during  his  practice  here.  Mr. 
Clark  was  an  expert  upon  qucstinns  ol  e\-idence  and  uell  unth-r.-tood  its 
tendency  and  eilect,  and  never  made  a  tmsiake  that  tended  to  his  client  s 
injury.    He  once  defended  a  man  charged  with  stealing  wheat  from  a 
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neighbor's  barn.  A  witness  of  creditable  character  testified  to  seeing  the 
defendant  leaving  the  barn  with  a  bat;  filled  with  something-  upon  hi«i  back; 
that  the  ground  was  covered  with  snow,  the  moon  full,  nearly  overhead, 
and  shining  brightly,  and  that  he  fully  recognized  the  defendant.  Mr. 
Clark,  producing  an  almanac,  completely  confounded  the  witness  and 
established  the  innocence  of  his  client  by  showing  from  it  that  the  moon 
was  in  its  last  stage  and  not  visible  on  the  night  in  question.  It  was  sub- 
sequently found  to  he  a  last  year's  almanac  picked  up  by  mistake  (?)  —  but 
that  was  before  he  came  to  Saginaw. 

Col.  Geoi^e  A.  Flanders  had  a  good  record  as  a  soldier.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  an  eastern  college.  With  a  cultivated  mind  he  was  not  a  dili- 
gent law  student,  though  he  discharged  the  duties  of  prosecuting  attorney 
in  an  able  and  efficient  manner.  He  uas  properly  regarded  by  all  who 
knew  him  <t^  a  man  of  fine  abilities,  btit  iie  liad  little  tact  in  securing  clients. 
To  dejcend  from  the  mililary  rank  of  colonel  and  the  pride  and  circum- 
stance of  war,  to  the  petty  legal  business  that  usually  comes  to  an  inex- 
perienced lawyer  in  a  strange  place  is  a  rude  shock  to  a  proud  and  sensi- 
tive mind.  As  a  jury  advocate  he  ranked  high,  and  as  a  political  speaker 
was  excelled  by  few.  Hi.  fine  appearance,  aj^reeable  manner,  and  ready, 
unlabored  eloquence  made  biin  a  popular  man  on  the  stump. 

Oscar  F.  Wisner  and  Charles  Slcwail  Diaper  came  to  S^inaw 
together  and  remained  together  until  death  closed  the  partnership — both 
dying  at  about  the  same  time.  Few  partners  resembled  each  o^her  less 
or  were  more  attached  to  each  other.  Mr.  Wisner  was  an  eminently  fair 
and  just-minded  man,  who  despised  fraud  and  humbug  in  eveiy  form  —  in 
law,  business,  politics  and  religion.  He  was  a  natural  lawyer  as  well  as  a 
diligent  student  of  the  law,  and  from  his  first  appearance  at  the  Saginaw 
Bar,  took  a  high  position,  commanding  alike  the  respect  of  the  court,  the 
Bar,  and  the  community,  and  continued  growing  in  general  estimation  to 
the  day  of  his  death.  He  was  not  wanting  in  the  qualities  that  make  the 
mere  advocate,  but  he  was  most  at  home  in  discussing  legal  questions 
before  the  court,  where  his  knowledge  of  principles,  his  familiarity  with 
the  cases,  and  his  power  of  distinction  made  it  necessary  for  those  who 
opposed  him  to  come  prepared.  Personally  he  was  a  modest  man,  never 
seeking  office  or  public  notice,  and  yet  self-assertive  and  aggressive  when 
the  r^hts  of  his  client  called  for  action.  Not  much  inclined  to  idle  civil- 
ities, but  a  generous  and  faithful  friend,  and  an  .-^f^n-eable  companion  with 
those  who  knew  and  appreciated  his  real  character.  His  pleasures  were 
simple  —  a  sail  boat  stored  with  necessaries,  with  a  single  companion  or 
alone,  and  a  trip  around  the  ^hore  of  lake  Huron,  camping  at  night  in 
some  sheltered  cove  where  the  shore  and  the  water  invited  a  long  swim 
in  the  morninj:;  before  resnniing  his  voyage,  was  his  ideal  of  a  summer's 
outing:  and  as  he  navigatrd  hi.s  frail  crait  around  the  rocky  reels  of  Port 
Austin  and  Point  Aux  barques  he  felt  a  pleasure  unknown  to  the  vacant 
minds  that  crowd  the  resorts  of  fashion. 
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To  speak  of  Wisnor  I's  to  think  of  Draper.    No  man  was  better  known 
more  thoroughly  appreciated  in  Saginaw  County  and  the  Saginaw  Valley 
than  C.  Stewart  Draper.   He  came  to  Saginaw  a  young  man  and  a  stranger, 
but  his  affable  manners,  modest  self-possessed  demeanor,  his  talents  neither 
paraded  nor  concealed,  and  the  plain,  honest  directness  of  his  speech 
promptly  secured  him  friends  and  clients.     A  gentleman  by  iiT^tinct  and 
education,  lii-,  sympathies  were  all  with  \hc  mas.ses  whose  respect  and  sup» 
port  he  naturally  coniiaanded,  without  losing  tlae  confidence  of  those  whose 
larger  business  and  greater  means  made  them  desirable  clients.  His 
natural  eloquence,  and  the  great  store  o£  accumulated  (acts  from  which  his 
wide  reading  and  retentive  memory  enabled  him  to  draw  apt  illustrations 
at  wilt,  his  knowledge  of  human  nature,  and  his  logical  reasoning  placed 
him  as  a  jury  lawyer  among  the  very  first  in  the  State.    Nor  was  the  law- 
3rer  in  his  case  sunk  in  the  mere  advocate;  he  was  a  most  diligent  student, 
and  his  active  legal  mind  enabled  him  to  quickly  grasp  and  apply  legal 
propositions.    He  never  sought  to  mislead  the  court  by  knowingly  uphold- 
mrr  an  unsound  principle  or  the  nusappHcntion  of  a  sound  one,  and  there- 
fore, always  commanded  tiie  respect  and  co.ifKlence  of  both  the  corirt  and 
his  opponents.    To  say  that  he  was  always  right  would  be  lo  .say  more 
than  can  be  truthfully  affirmed  of  any  one,  but  when  professional  zeal  led 
him  to  uphold  a  doubtful  principle  no  one  thought  of  imputing  it  to  a  ques- 
tionable motive. 

The  foregoing  list  includes  only  the  names  of  the  more  prominent 
members  of  the  Saginaw  Bar  whose  labors  here  were  terminated  by  death, 
while  in  the  full  performance  of  their  duties,  or  who  went  elsewhere  to 
continue  them — and  to  die.  Others  labored  here  with  equal  diligence  and 
honor  and  are  welt  entitled  to  a  notice  not  possible  here. 

After  all  it  ran  make  but  little  difference,  since  in  a  few  passing  years 
all  will  be  equally  forgotten.  Active  and  prominent  for  a  brief  «pare,  and 
usefully  important  as  lawyers  arc  in  every  civilized  community,  tiic 
memory  of  their  labors  as  a  rule,  hardly  survives  their  lives.  The  names 
of  the  learned  legal  writers  who  have  helped  to  formulate  the  law  and  to 
make  it  the  grand  science  it  is,  are  remembered  only  by  the  profession; 
and  the  names  of  the  great  advocates  and  lawyers  who  charmed  and  aston- 
ished their  contemporaries  with  their  eloquence  and  wisdom,  if  remcm- 
bered  either  in  or  out  of  the  profession,  are  remembered  because  they  were 
connected  with  great  political  events,  rather  than  because  they  were  great 
advocates  and  lawyers.  Erskine  and  Curran  are  remembered  only  by  the 
few,  because  their  threat  efforts  were  made  and  their  abilities  cb'spla^-cd  in 
excitiiiN;  State  trials,  in\(>lvin;j  important  politirai  consequences,  while  the 
eloquent  Charles  Philips  and  tlie  leained  and  eloquent  Dr.  Sampson  arc 
not  remembered  at  all,  except  by  the  legal  antiquary.  Webster  is  not 
generally  remembered  for  his  argument  in  the  Dartmotith  College  case,  or 
in  the  Gtrard  ill  ease,  but  for  his  political  reply  to  Hayne.  It  is  the 
same  with  the  bad  as  the  good ;  few  indeed  would  now  recall  the  name  of 
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Jeffreys  had  not  Macaulay,  for  political  reasons,  dragged  it  from  oblivion 
to  blazon  it  upon  the  tower  of  perpetual  infamy.  There  have  been  tew 
Jeffreys  in  the  world ;  and  while  the  virtues  and  merits  of  the  great  leaders 
of  the  profession  are  soon  forgotten,  it  can  t>e  truthfully  said  they  seldom 
figure  upon  the  darker  side  of  the  historical  page ;  and  all  who  know  the 
members  of  our  Bar  here,  named  or  unnamed,  will  agree  that  upon  the 
record  of  their  lives  the  recordins^  anj^el  will  find  little  to  blot  with  a  tear, 
though  they  may  have  contributed  but  little  to  the  glory  of  their  country. 
Mankind  remembers  and  honors  its  butchers  and  forgets  its  benefactors. 
The  name  of  Napoleon  is  upon  the  tongue  of  every  one  while  Ma}mard, 
the  great  English  lawyer  who,  in  the  convention  of  1689,  so  efficiently 
helped  to  lay  the  foundation  of  real  British  constitutional  liberty,  upon 
which  our  own  structure  is  rrarcd,  is  not  remembered  by  one  in  a  thousand. 

To  speak  of  all  the  members  of  the  present  Bar  would  be  impossible 
here,  and,  where  all  have  a  claim  to  notice,  to  speak  of  any  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  others  would  be  invidious.  We  may,  on  proper  occasion,  speak 
freely  if  we  speak  truly  of  the  departed,  but  we  can  not  give  a  correct 
abstract  of  one's  record  until  that  record  is  completed;  we  may  however, 
refrr  to  William  H.  Sweet,  Benton  Hanchett,  Dan  P.  Foote.  Charles  IT. 
Camp  and  Ja^nes  L.  T.  Fox,  since  they  form  the  connecting  link  between 
the  earlier  and  the  present  Bar,  all  of  whom  are  in  practice  more  or  less 
active ;  yet  they  too,  are  being,  or  soon  will  be,  crowded  to  the  rear  by 
the  younger  members  of  the  Bar  who  seem,  by  a  sort  of  professional 
descent,  to  have  inherited  in  no  ?mall  degree  the  qualities  that  distin- 
guished onr  earlii  I  13ar;  and  for  that  reason  a  brief  reference  to  them  will 
not,  perhaps,  be  ill-timed. 

Mr,  Sweet  came  to  the  Bar  at  about  the  same  time  Sutherland,  Moore 
and  Webber  became  its  recognized  leaders,  and  he  is  still  in  active  practice, 
and  universally  regarded  as  an  able  trial  lawyer,  and  a  most  skillful  cross* 
examiner  of  a  balky  witness.  Though  equal  in  years  to  his-  retirocJ  earlier 
ussociates  at  the  Bar  he  is  yet  \'if;orous  and  as  confident  as  ever  that  his 
clients  are  absolutely  in  the  right. 

Mr.  Hanchett  is  too  well  known  as  an  able  lawyer  as  well  as  a  strong 
advocate,  to  require  detailed  mention,  and  would  now  be  United  States 
Circuit  Judge  had  the  Senate  been  sy  mpathy  with  the  political  views  of 
ex-president  Harrison  at  the  time  of  his  nomination  to  that  office. 

Mr.  Camp's  qualifications  and  reputation  as  a  lawyer  may  be  inferred 
from  the  fact  that  he  would  now  be  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  mak- 
ing instead  of  guessing  the  law,  had  the  judgment  of  the  electors  equalled 
the  wisdom  of  the  convention  that  nominated  him.  (The  truth  is. Mr. 
Camp  was  on  the  ri^i^hf  side  of  politics  and  that,  as  is  too  often  the  case, 
caused  his  defeat.)  Mr.  Foote  entered  upon  the  study  and  practice  of 
law,  or  rather  the  practice  and  study  of  the  law,  at  the  age  of  31,  after 
graduating  as  a  sailor,  miner,  traveler,  school  teacher,  and  farmer,  and 
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now  enjoys  the.  distinction  of  being  a  member  of  the  Saginaw  Bar,  a  place 
he  has  held  since  1864. 

James  L.  T.  Fox,  if  not  financially  the  most  successful,  is  the  oldest 
member  of  the  Saginaw  Bar  still  in  actual  practice.  He  came  here  at  an 
early  date  when  Saginaw  was  exulting  in  its  first  weekly  paper,  in  which 
his  professional  card  announced  that  he  would  give  "particular  attention 
to  the  defence  of  innocent  persons  wrongfully  accused  of  crime.  None 
others  need  apply."  His  practice  for  a  time  proved  that  most  of  those 
who  fell  under  the  displeasure  of  the  criminal  law  were  " vvrnnc^fiifly 
accused,"  but  his  familiar  enemy,  rheumatism,  with  its  attendant  ills, 
though  not  able  to  overcome  his  genial  temper,  sadly  interfered  with  his 
professional  labors,  and  the  result  is  but  another  illustration  of  the  truth 
of  the  Scotch  saying,  "Success  depends  as  much  upon  good  luck  than 
good  guiding." 

Chauncey  W.  Wisner  was  one  of  the  notable  ine!nber<;  of  the  bar. 
He  came  to  Saginaw  with  Judge  Gage,  and  for  a  time  was  an  active  and 
conspicuous  member.  He  possessed  all  the  natural  elements  of  a  lawyer, 
except  the  power  of  continued  application.  Well  read  in  general  litera- 
ture, with  an  active  imagination,  bright  fancy,  keen  wit,  and  of  ready 
speech,  he  gave  early  promise  of  becoming  n  good  ndvocate;  but  the 
dull  routine  of  the  court,  W'ith  its  small  unimpressible  audience,  was  less 
attractive  to  him  than  the  surging,  applauding  crowd  gathered  at  the  street 
corner  to  hear  political  truths,  as  he  explained  them  from  the  top  of  a  dry 
goods  box.  This,  however,  did  not  prevent  his  becoming  an  active  and 
successful  business  man,  but  both  combined  did  prevent  the  continued 
practice  of  the  law,  and  he  gradually  gave  his  whole  attention  lo  bu<!no!<s 
speculation&=-and  politics— and  the  Bar,  some  years  before  his  death,  lost 
one  who  might  have  become  a  good  lawyer.  As  State  Senator  he  will 
long  be  remembered  by  the  people  of  the  city  of  Saginaw.  Personally  he 
was  a  kind  hearted  and  most  agreeable  man.  For  some  years  preceding 
his  death  he  resided  i-,  cori'^idfrable  state  upon  his  large  and  valuable  farm, 
and  took  pride  in  being  caiieci  the  Hridycaort  fanner. 

That  Saginaw  County  had,  and  iUll  ha.s,  an  able  Bar  resulted  from 
natural  causes.  Abilities  and  study  may  make  a  learned  man,  but  not  an 
able  lawyer;  opportunities  and  practice  are  essential  to  the  latter,  and 
hrrt^  the  conditions  were  all  favorable.  Saginaw  county,  now  one  of  the 
finest  agnVnltiiral  counties  of  the  State,  never  hnd  any  great  quantity  of 
pine,  but  its  happy  position  laid  the  great  pine  producing  regions  of  Mich- 
igan under  contribution.  Just  above  the  present  city  of  Saginaw  the  Cass 
river,  rising  in  Huron  county,  and  traversing  Tuscola  and  the  eastern  part 
of  Ss^inaw  county  joins  its  waters  with  the  Saginaw  river;  at  a  short  dis- 
tance above  its  mouth  the  Flint,  rising  in  Lapeer  flows  through  Genesee 
county  and  empties  into  the  Saginaw;  the  Shiawassee  river  rising  in  the 
county  of  that  name,  receiving  Bad  river  near  the  southern  line  of  Saginaw 
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county  and  Swan  creek  below,  is  properly  the  upper  waters  o(  the  Saginaw ; 
forty  rods  below  the  mouth  of  the  Cass  the  Tittabawassee  formerly  afford- 
ing steamboat  navigation  to  Midland,  swelled  by  the  waters  of  the  Pine 

river  from  Gratiot  rounty,  the  Chippeway  from  Mecosta  and  Isabella,  the 
Sault  and  its  own  pruju  r  branches  from  Clare  and  Gladwin  counties,  unites 
with  the  SaginaWj  more  tlian  doubling  its  capacity.  These  rivers  Itad  nu- 
merous tributaries  down  which  logs  could  be  floated  at  certain  seasons  of 
the  year,  many  of  which,  with  the  improvement  of  the  country,  have  shrunk 
to  a  small  farm  ditch  or  wholly  disappeared.  These  rivers  and  their  tribu- 
tar}'  streams  penetrated  the  best  part  of  the  prent  pine  district  of  central 
Michigan.  They  afforded  a  natural  and  an  easy  wa\'  of  1 1  nnsporrinf^  In'js  to 
Saginaw.  The  logs  were  banked  upon  the  nearest  stream  ttiat  wuuld  lloat 
them,  even  in  single  file  and  by  means  of  dams.  The  great  lumbering  opera- 
tions invited  settlement  and  the  shores  of  the  streams  became  farms  of  more 
or  less  value.  The  large  business  of  securing  this  timber  which  it  was  thought 
would  last  forever,  involved  the  making  and  breaking  of  many  contracts, 
and  a  coailict  of  interest,  as  well  among  the  lumbermen  a&  between  them 
and  the  farmers  located  on  the  streams ;  and  much  litigation  often  raising 
new  and  important  questions  necessarily  resulted.  The  old  rules  of  law 
defining  navigable  streams  had  no  application  to  the  new  situation,  and 
many  of  the  rules  regulating  riparian  rights  needed  to  be  applied  with 
qualifications,  r'.dapting  them  to  contlirionH  not  elsewhere  existing.  The 
importance  of  ttic  interests  involved  demanded  the  most  careful  considera- 
tion, and  the  most  diligent  study  of  the  authorities  to  support  a  new  appli- 
cation of  conceded  principles.  Trials  involving  many  thousands  of  dollars, 
and  principles  more  important  still  to  those  interested,  and  occupying 
many  days,  were  of  frequent  occurrence.  The  large  lo;irjing  and  lumber 
business,  and  the  energetic  way  in  which  it  was  pushed,  necessarily  furn- 
ished much  legal  business,  and  that  gave  valuable  legal  experience.  That 
the  more  active  and  diligent  and  ambitious  members  of  Saginaw  Bar 
should  become  lawyers  was  inevitable. 

The  reports  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  States  how  the  diligence 
aijd  ability  nf  the  Bar  of  Saginaw  in  the  settlement  of  these  fjuestions, 
and  many  incidental  ones  growing  out  of  them,  and  in  the  settlement  of 
which  present  members  of  the  Bar  took  no  unimportant  part. 

The  earlier  history  of  the  Bar  is  not  without  humorous  incident. 
Judge  Bimey  was  officially  a  member  of  the  Bar  of  Saginaw,  and  A.  C, 
then  n  premr^tiirely  old  young  lawyer,  now  a  grave,  learned  ind  esteemed 
Judtye.  though  iv)t  n  resident  of  the  county,  was  an  important  ligure  at  its 
Bur  before  the  county  was  disfigured  by  roads,  or  the  smaller  ports  of  the 
lake  vexed  by  steamboats.  Iosco  county  was  then  in  the  Saginaw  district, 
and  Tawas  its  county  seat.  The  only  way  of  reaching  Tawas  was  by  Old 
Capt.  Marsack's  lishboat,  not  a  bad  craft  for  those  days.  The  court  was 
to  be  held  at  Tawas,  and  the  jvidf^e,  with  a  proper  attendance  of  lawyers 
from' Saginaw  and  Bay  (among  whom  was  A.  C.  Birney),  left  Lower 
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Saginaw  for  Tawas  in  Marsack's  fish  boat.    When  well  down  the  Saginaw 

Bay  where  it  expand'?  into  the  lake,  and  the  northeast  wind,  on  slight 
provocaiion,  comes  roaring  and  screeching  around  Point  Aux  barques, 
the  bay  suddenly  got  onto  one  of  its  tantrums  with  those  cros&-seas  so 
characteristic  of  that  unreliable  sheet  of  water.    It  was  near  night;  the  sea 
was  terrific — ^to  a  landsman — and  Tawas,  as  the  wind  with  increased  v^r 
came  out  from  the  north,  yet  a  long  distance  to  windward.    Birney  who 
was  a  consdentious  dignified  gentleman  as  well  as  a  sedate  judge,  feeling 
that  the  situation  called  for  the  reconciliation  of  ill  friends,  said  to  A.  C. 
in  his  gravest  manner,  intensified  by  the  situation,  "Mr.  A.  C.  there  have 
been  some  passages  between  us  I  much  regret;  and  now,  seemingly  upon 
the  vei^e  of  eternity,  I  hope  we  may  as  christian  gentlemen  shake  hands 
and  forget  and  forgive."    Here  a  hiit^e  wave  nearly  capsized  the  boat,  and 
as  soon  H'j  it  wa«  found  that  it  h.id  tint  <.\nuv  over,  A.  C,  bracing  himself 
against  the  weather  gunnel,  extended  his  hand,  and  in  his  usual  hearty 
tone  said,  "By  the  eternal.  Judge,  I  '11  do  it  —  I  '11  do  it  Judge,  with  this 
understanding,  that  if  we  ever  do  get  ashore  this  shall  all  be  held  for 
naught."    The  judge's  answer  to  the  proposition  thus  modified  was  never 
given,  for  at  that  moment,  Marsack,  suddenly  determined  to  work  under 
the  lee  of  Gravelly  Point,  now  known  as  the  famous  summer  resort,  Point 
Lookout.    The  captain  usually  navigated  his  craft  in  French,  but,  in 
times  of  peril,  like  a  true  sailor  as  he  was,  dropped  into  English,  and  he 
now  sang  out  "Ho  dare,  Pete,  you  black  nigger,  haul  down  y.cc  ank,  and 
trow  obcrboard  dat  man-sal."    The  captain's  order,  though  a  little  con- 
fused was  correctly  understood  by  Pete,  who  comprised  the  crew;  he  let 
go  the  main  halliards  and  quickly  cast  the  anchor  over  the  weather  bow. 
As  the  fore-sail  had  been  left  standing  her  bow  fell  off  as  the  anchor 
caught,  and  Pete  skillfully  paying  out  her  line,  the  boat  drifted  along  the 
edge  of  the  reef  and  grounded  on  the  sandy  beach  'ust  under  the  lee  of 
the   long,  narrow,  low  point,  at  the  time  submerged  by  the  waves  that 
broke  on  its  weather  side  and  washed  across  the  low  ground  a  foot  or  more 
deep.    The  judge  and  his  friends  safely  waded  ashore  and  found  shelter 
further  inland,  under  one  of  the  great  sand  drifts  the  northeasters  have 
piled  up  on  that  romantic  point.    The  supperless  night  on  the  beach  was 
far  better  than  a  berth  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  and  the  sea  and  the 
weather  in  the  morninc^,  as  calm  and  serene  as  A,  C.'s  conscienrr.  enabled 
them  to  take  an  eight  o  clock  breakfast  at  i  awas,  and  put  an  end  to  all 
peace  negotiations. 

While  our  judges  and  lawyers  have  been  conservative  and  have  always 
paid  a  proper  respect  to  precedents,  as  must  always  be  done  if  we  would 
not  deprive  the  law  of  all  certainty,  they  have  also  rerogni/od  the  fact  that 
the  iaw  is  not  an  cx.irt,  fuily  roiiipK-ted  sciciu  c,  and  have  not  hesitated  on 
proper  occasion  to  make  a  new  precedent  if  demanded  by  justice  and  war- 
ranted by  sound  principles.  To  speak  of  particular  cases  would  be  to  tres- 
pass  upon  the  rule  of  this  article,  but  they  will  readily  be  found  by  those 
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who  examine  our  State  reports.  The  judges  have  all  been  men  of  strong 
convictions  of  right,  yet  no  important  case  is  remembered  where  they  have 
unduly  sought  to  influence  the  UI^\^  And  yet  jurors  do  sometimes  di'^- 
cover  the  bias  ol  the  judge  however  discreet  he  may  be.  One  of  the  later 
judges  of  the  court,  a  man  of  unquestionable  fairness  and  integrity,  but  of 
rather  strong  notions  of  the  right,  charged  the  jury  in  an  unimportant  case  in 
the  manner  he  judged  proper  and  sent  them  out  at  6  P.  M.  to  consider  of 
their  verdict,  and  directed  them,  when  they  agreed,  to  sign  and  sea!  their 
verdict  and  dcHver  it  to  the  clerk,  supposing,  of  course  they  would  agree 
in  a  short  time.  On  coming  into  court  the  next  morning  the  judge  was 
surprised  and  displeased  to  find  the  jury  had  not  agreed,  and  directed  the 
officer  to  bring  them  before  the  court.  It  would  seem  the  judge  had 
received  some  intimation  as  to  how  they  stood  that  did  not  tend  to  please 
him.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks  to  them  he  said  in  effect:  "I  nm  stir- 
prised  that  you  have  not  agreed,  gentlemen;  the  amount  involved  in  the 
case  is  small,  its  trial  has  taken  an  unusual  time,  and  the  evidence  is  such 
there  ought  to  be  little  difficulty  in  agrreing  upon  a  verdict.  It  has  been 
intimated  to  me  that  you  stand  eleven  to  one,  if  I  knew  the  name  of  that 
one,  I  think  I  would  excuse  him  from  further  attendance  upon  the  Court." 
Thereupon  a  little  old  man  from  the  countr>',  wedged  in  on  the  back  seat 
between  two  city  men  of  aldermanic  proportions,  hastily  squeezed  himself 
out  and  stepping  forward  a  bit  said,  "No,  no,  shudge,  don't  do  that, 
I  m  the  only  man  on  your  side."  It  is  much  the  fashion  of  a  certain  class 
to  speak  of  the  "uncertainties"  of  the  law,  but  after  all  that  same  class 
furnishes  the  jurors  to  whom  the  uncertainties  of  the  law  are  largely  due,  as 
shown  by  the  following  well  remembered  incident.  In  i860  one  Mr. 
Stolze  lo«t  a  two-year-old  hlrirk  bull,  that  was  soon  found  in  tlu-  i'u  ld  of  a 
lamer  across  the  line  in  Midland  county.  On  the  trial  of  a  replevin  suit 
before  a  Midland  county  farmer  justice,  the  proof  showed  that  the  animal 
had  a  dark  red  stripe  on  his  back  and  a  few  white  hairs  at  the  end  of  his  tail. 
The  justice,  after  consulting  with  his  neighbors,  decided  that  the  bull  had 
been  misdescn'bed  and  rendered  a  verdict  against  Stolze.  Stolze,  too  poor 
to  appeal  to  the  circuit,  appealed  to  a  justice  in  Saginaw  county  and  had 
the  farmer  arrested  for  stealing  the  bull,  i  he  case  iiad  become  important, 
for  the  defendant,  and  he  employed  Judge  Sutherliind,  then  in  full  practice 
at  the  bar.  A  jury  was  demanded  and  drawn,  and  the  court  was  held  in 
the  vill^  ball-room,  closely  packed  with  Stolze's  neighbors  and  the  peo- 
ple about.  A  Mr.  R.  appeared  on  the  panel.  The  judjTe  thout^ht  it 
proper  to  examine  the  jury  as  to  their  bias  and  commenced  with  H.  by 
asking  him  if  he  had  iormed  or  expressed  any  opinion  upon  the  case. 
"No,"  said  B.  his  face  as  innocent  of  expression  as  a  pumpkin.  "But  I 
mean,  Mr.  B,"  continued  the  judge,  "have  ywx  formed  or  expressed  to  any 
one  an  opinion  upon  the  merits  of  the  case?"  "No,"  said  B.,  his  face 
blanker  than  ever.  The  judge  knew  him;  leaning  forward  and  speaking 
in  his  quick,  pleasant,  persuasive  manner  said,  "Fred,  whose  bull  b  it?" 
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The  answer  came  promptly,  "He  Stolze  bull,  by  dam,  Jabe;  I  know  him 
dis  tree  year."  After  all  Fred's  real  mistake  wa^  in  supposing  he  was 
there  as  a  witness,  and  not  as  a  juror.  But  so  long  as  important  rights  are 
referred  to  the  determination  of  a  jury,  from  whose  errors  there  is  little 
relief,  and  the  jurors  are  drawn  from  a  class  quite  apt  to  make  such  mis* 
takes,  there  can  be  little  surprise  that  the  law  has  some  "uncertainties," 
and  they  should  be  placed  n  hprc  they  bclon:^. 

This  rcminiscense  of  the  Bar  of  Sagmaw  has  already  exceeded  its 
proper  liinits  without  entering  upon  the  real  merits  of  ilic  subject.  1  he 
long  trials,  civil  and  criminal,  involving  thousands  and  thousands  of  dol- 
lars, or  rights  and  interests  still  more  important,  the  sharp  contentions, 
the  diligent  and  able  labors  of  counsel,  the  eloquent  appeals  of  the  advo- 
cates, have  received  no  mention,  while  the  hi-stories  of  many  of  them 
would  have  filled  a  volume,  and  been  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  legal 
history  of  the  State. 

The  failures  of  the  Bar  have  not  been  many,  and  few  who  located 
here  have  failed  to  remain.  Strangers  have  always  been  warmly  welcomed 
and  have  received  prompt  and  generous  recognition,  and  all  have  been 
fairly  successful,  professionally  and  financially.  Few  enmities  and  jeal- 
ousies have  existed,  and  the  members  of  the  Bar  have  almost  universally 
been  courteous  and  obliging  to  each  other  both  in  and  out  of  court,  and 
especially  towards  the  younger  and  less  experienced  members.  All  have 
not  succeeded  alike  any  more  than  men  in  other  occupations  attain  equal 
success.  Success,  in  every  department  of  life,  is  as  often  the  result  of 
accident  or  opporl-nnity  as  of  merit,  and  if  all  were  equally  great  and  rich 
all  would  be  equally  small  and  poor;  and  if  all  have  not  succeeded,  and 
iiiay  not  hereafter  succeed  alike,  they  may  safely  congratulate  themselves 
that  their  fortunate  situation  in  the  great  and  prosperous  Saginaw  Valley 
has  left  them  little  reason  to  envy  those  of  other  localities.  We  all  know 
our  own  merits,  and  when  they  are  not  recognized  we  can  console  ourselves 
with  the  reflection  that  this  is  equally  true  in  every  department  of  life, 
and  that— 

"  Full  many  a  gem  of  purest  ray  serene 

The  dark  unfailujiiiLJ  caves  of  ocean  bear; 
Full  maoy  a  flower  is  born  to  blush  uoseeii 
And  waste  its  sweetness  on  the  desert  air," 

and  if  history  shall  fail  to  record  each  one's  name,  those  who  follow  will 
not  see  us  'Mamned  to  everlasting  fame." 

Dan  p.  Foote. 
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The  Grand  Rivxr  Valley  is,  geographically,  the  most  important  section 
in  Western  Miciiigan.  Wliile  Grand  river  reache<^  far  into  the  interior  of 
the  State,  the  section  known  generally  as  Grand  River  Valley,  comprises 
the  Counties  uf  Ottawa,  Kent,  and  ioiua,  cxlcndiiig  eastwaid  in  the  order 
named  from  the  shore  of  Lake  Michigan  for  a  distance  of  seventy  miles, 
flanked  on  the  south  by  a  belt  of  unexcelled  farm  and  fruit  lands,  on  the 
north  by  a  region  once  famous  for  its  timber  lands  but  now  for  its  fertile 
fields  and  thriving  towns,  and  the  valley  itself  a  garden  of  industry  con- 
talninjr  the  cities  of  Ionia.  Grand  Rapids,  and  Grand  Ilaven.  'i'hc  Grand 
river  runs  through  thcni  all  like  a  cord  tlirough  a  string  of  beads,  and, 
besides  furnishing  the  geographical  combination  an  euphonious  name,  ties 
them  together  historically,  commercially,  politically,  and,  to  some  extent, 
judicially. 

The  history  of  the  organization  of  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  Grand 
River  Valley  can  best  be  written  by  taking  each  county  separately  in  the 
order  of  its  organisation  as  a  county. 

THE  CIRCUIT  COURT. 

KENT  COUNTY. 

The  boundaries  of  Kent  county  were  first  fixed  by  law  by  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan  and  the  Governor  thereof 
March  2,  1831. 

The  Act  was  entitle  "An  Act  to  provide  for  laying  off  into  separate 
counties  the  district  of  country  adjacent  to  Grand  river,  and  for  other 
purposes. ' ' 

Section  3  of  that  act  established  the  boundaries  of  Kent  county  the 
same  as  they  now  are,  except  that  the  northern  boundary  line  was  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  northern  line  of  Ottawa  and  Ion  in  counties  and  the  county 
contained  only  what  are  now  the  lower  sixteen  townships. 

The  upper  eight  townships  ^^ere  taken  from  Oceana  county  and 
attached  to  Kent  county  about  1840. 
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Kalamazoo  county  was  organized  July  30,  1830.    Section  7  of  the 

act  provided  that  the  co»in(ie>  of  Calhoun,  Barry  and  Eaton,  and  all  the 
country  lying  north  of  the  north  line  of  Barn'  and  Eaton  counties,  as  far 
east  as  the  east  line  of  Clinton  county,  as  far  west  as  the  west  line  of 
Kent  county,  and  as  far  north  as  the  Straits  of  Mackinac,  "shall  be 
attached  to  and  compose  a  part  of  the  county  of  Kalamazoo  for  judicial 
purpo'^es."  This  law  was  enacted  seven  months  before  Kent  county  was 
even  laid  out;  but  it  fncludcd  the  territory  of  Kent  county,  which 
remained  a  part  of  Kalamazoo  county  for  judicial  purposes  iinti!  March 
24,  1836,  when,  under  Section  2  ol  "An  Act  for  the  organization  of  cer- 
tain counties,"  Kent  county  was  organized.  The  next  Section  provided 
that  "All  suits,  prosecutions  and  other  matters  now  pending  before  any 
court  of  record,  or  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  county  to  which 
the  county  of  Kent  is  now  attached  for  judicial  purposes  shall  be  prose- 
cuted to  final  judgment  and  execution  in  the  same  manner  as  tiiough  this 
act  had  not  been  passed."  It  also  provided  that  the  unorganiiicd  coun- 
ties of  Ottawa,  Clinton,  and  Ionia  should  be  attached  to  Kent  county  for 
judicial  purposes,  and  that  the  act  should  take  effect  on  the  first  Monday 
of  April,  T836. 

March  26th,  1836,  in  an  act  providing  for  a  Supreme  Court  of  three 
judges,  a  Circuit  Court  to  be  held  twict  a  year  in  each  organized  county 
and  to  be  presided  over  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was 
established.  Two  associate  judges  were  to  be  elected  in  each  county  for 
the  term  of  four  years.  The  act  also  created  three  judicial  circuits  to 
correspond  with  the  number  of  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Kent 
county  was  assigned  to  the  Third  Circuit  along:  with  the  counties  of  Branch, 
St.  Jo&eph,  Cass,  Berrien,  Kalamazoo,  Allegan,  Calhoun,  and  all  the  coun- 
try attached  thereto  for  judicial  purposes.  This  act  was  approved  two 
days  after  the  approval  of  the  Act  organizing  Kent  county,  and  attaching 
thereto  Ionia,  and  Ottawa  for  judicial  purposes,  and  is  the  first  assign- 
ment of  the  Grand  River  Valley  territory  to  a  judicial  circuit. 

July  26th  followinc^,  it  wa<^  enacted  that  "The  Circuit  Court  for  the 
Third  Circuit  shall  be  holden  in  the  county  of  Kent  on  the  fourth  Mon- 
days after  the  fourth  Mondays  in  April  and  October  in  each  year.*' 

This  arrangement,  however,  did  not  last  long.  In  the  latter  part  of 
1837,  another  judge  was  added  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  four  judicial 
circuit^^  v.'ere  created,  to  be  presided  over  by  jiidt^e?  of  the  Supreme  Court 
who  were  to  appointed  by  the  Governor  for  a  tern"!  of  seven  years.  By 
this  act  Kent  county  was  assigned  to  the  Fourth  Judicial  Circuit  with 
the  counties  of  Lapeer,  Oakland,  Shiawassee,  Genesee,  Sagaaaw,  Ionia, 
and  the  counties  attached  thereto  for  judicial  purposes,  including  the  still 
unorganized  county  of  Ottawa.  The  Fourth  Circuit  was  to  be  held  in  the 
eounty  of  Kent  on  the  third  Tuesdays  of  May  and  October  in  each  year. 

Several  year-;  later  another  change  was  made  which  placed  the  coun- 
ties of  Kent  and  Ottawa  in  the  Third  Circuit  with  the  counties  of  Kala- 
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mazoo.  Van  Buren,  St.  Joseph,  Cass,  Berrien,  Allegan,  and  Barry,  and 
left  Ionia  county  in  the  Fourth. 

Two  years  later,  in  1848,  the  Legislature  made  the  Supreme  Court  to 
consist  of  five  members,  one  Chief  Justice  and  tour  associate  justices,  and 
they  were  authorized  to  meet  within  thirty  days  and  divide  the  state  into 
five  judicial  circuits  in  such  a  manner  "  That  the  Fifth  Grcuit  shall  be 
made  up  of  counties  in  the  Grand  River  section  of  the  state."  It  was  also 
enacted  that  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  should  preside 
over  one  of  the  five  circuits,  and  in  the  performance  of  such  duties  be 
denominated  "Circuit  Judge." 

By  this  change  Kent  county  was  placed  in  the  Fifth  Circuit,  which 
was  the  last  change  under  the  constitution  of  1835. 

During  the  life  of  the  constitution  of  1835,  Kent  county  was  a  part 
of  the  third,  fourth,  third,  and  fifth  circuits  successively,  and  the  Circuit 
Court  for  the  county  of  Kent  was  presi(!ed  over  by  the  tollowint;  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  order  named:  Epaphroditus  Ransom,  Charles 
W.  Whipple,  Edward  Mundy,  and  Geofge  Martin. 

The  associate  judges  elected  within  the  county  as  nearly  as  can  be 
learned  were:  1837-41,  John  Almy  and  Amot  Davis;  1841-44,  Ezekial 
W.  Davis  and  Philander  Tracy ;  1844-4;,  Rix  Robinson  and  Lewis  Reed. 

UNDER  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  185a 
Section  6,  Article  VI,  Constitution  of  1850,  declared  that  the  State 
shall  be  divided  into  eight  judicial  circuits,  one  Circuit  Judge  to  be  elected 
in  each  for  a  term  of  six  years.    The  next  section  gave  the  Legislature 

authority  to  increase  the  number  of  di<^trirt?. 

Section  29,  of  the  "Scliedulc  '  toliowing  Article  XX,  of  the  Consti- 
tution, declared  the  state,  exclusive  of  the  Upper  Peninsula,  to  be  divided 
into  eight  judicial  circuits,  and  the  Eighth  Circuit  to  consist  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Kent,  Ottawa,  and  Ionia,  together  with  the  counties  of  Barry," 
Clinton,  and  Montcalm.  Later  this  was  covered  by  an  enactment  which 
provided  that  the  law  should  go  into  efltect  January  I,  1852. 

(Jeorge  Martin  wa^  tlie  fir^t  Circuit  Judge  of  the  new  Eighth  Circuit, 
and  he  held  his  position  for  a  lull  term  of  six  years. 

In  April,  1857,  before  the  circuit  was  changed.  Louis  S.  LovcU,  of 
Ionia,  was  elected  Circuit  Judge  of  the  Eighth  Circuit,  and  took  his  seat 
January  1,  1858.  Within  a  month  after  his  term  of  office  began,  the 
Legislature  re  districted  the  state  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  Kent  and 
Ionia  in  the  Eighth  Circuit,  but  placed  Ottawa  county  in  the  Ninth. 

Judge  Loveii  held  lus  oftice  for  two  full  terms,  until  January  i,  1870. 
During  that  time  no  changes  were  made  in  the  circuits. 

In  the  spring  of  1869,  Ju^  Lovcll  was  re-elected  judge  of  the 
Eighth  Circuit,  to  begin  his  third  term  January  i,  T870.  But  in  March, 
187 1,  his  L-ircuit  wa';  ro-organized  and  made  to  con<;i«t  of  the  counties  of 
Ionia,  Clinton,  and  Montcalm,  over  which  he  continued  to  preside  until 
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the  end  of  his  term.  By  the  same  Act,  the  Seventeenth  Judicial  Circuit 
was  created  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Kent  and  Barry  and  an  election 
ordered  to  be  held  in  April,  187 1,  the  judge  elected  to  take  his  seat  May  1, 
1 8; I,  and  his  term  to  expire  January  i,  1876. 

Birney  Hoyt,  of  Grand  Rapids,  was  elected  at  this  special  election, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  was  re-elected  for  another  full  term, 
retiring  December  31,  1881.  During  his  second  term,  March,  1^77,  the 
Seventeenth  Circuit  was  modified,  Barrv^  county  being  detached,  and  leav- 
ing Kent  county  alone  to  constitute  the  Seventeenth  Circuit.  No  change 
in  the  territory  of  the  Seventeenth  Circuit  has  since  been  made. 

Robert  M.  Montgomery  succeeded  Judge  Hoyt  January  i,  1882.  He 
succeeded  himself  January  l,  1888,  but  served  only  until  September  15th, 
following,  when  he  rcdf^ncd  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law  at  Grand 
Rapid?  until  I-uinary  1,  i8q2,  when  he  took  hi-^  sfat  upon  the  Supreme 
Bench  to  which  he  was  elected  in  the  spring  of  1891. 

William  £.  Grove  was  appointed  by  Governor  Luce  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  Judge  Montgomery,  and  took  his  seat 
September  15,  1888.  He  was  elected  in  November  following  to  fill  the 
vacancv  for  the  unexpired  term  pndint^  December  3!,  iKq^.  At  the 
regular  sprint^  election  of  lu  \',a^  elected  to  succeed  himself,  taking 

his  seat  January  i,  1894,. for  the  fuli  term  to  end  December  31,  1899. 
Since  June  i,  1889,  the  Seventeenth  Circuit  has  had  two  judges. 

The  Legislature  of  1889  proposed  an  amendment  to  Article  VI,  Section 
6  of  the  Constitution,  to  be  voted  upon  in  April,  1889,  authorizing  the 
I.ef};islature  to  provide  for  the  eh-ction  of  more  than  one  Circuit  Judge  in 
the  judicial  circuit  in  which  the  county  of  Kent  is,  or  may  be  situated. 

The  Amendment  was  carried  in  April,  1889,  and  in  May  following 
the  Legislature  made  provisions  for  carrying  the  same  into  effect.  The  act 
was  to  take  effect  immediately,  and  the  judge's  terra  of  office  was  to  com- 
mence June  1,  1889.  The  law  declared  a  vacancy  to  exist  from  the  time 
the  law  went  into  effect,  and  authorized  the  Governor  to  fill  the  vacancy 
by  uppuinlrnent  until  the  general  election  of  1893,  when  a  successor  was 
to  be  elected  to  take  his  seat  January  i,  1894,  and  such  additional  judge 
was  to  be  elected  every  six  years  thereafter.  The  law  gave  the  two  judges 
equal  and  co-ordinate  powers  and  duties,  one  judge  to  constitute  a  quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  business,  and  the  two  to  alternate  as  presiding 
judge. 

Marsden  C.  Burch  was  appointed  by  Governor  Cyrus  G.  Luce  to 
fill  the  vacancy  created  by  this  Act,  to  take  his  scat  June  1,  1889.  By 
the  express  terms  of  the  statute,  Judge  Burch's  term  would  expire 
December  31,  1893,  his  successor's  election  to  take  place  in  the  April 
preceding.  But  the  idea  was  conceived  by  some  that  the  T  ej^ishture  had 
overstepped  itself  in  authorizing;  the  judj^e  appointed  to  continue  in  office 
beyond  the  next  general  election,  hoidmg  the  express  condition  of  the 
statute  to  the  contrary,  unconstitutional  and  void;  and  on  September 
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4,  1890,  the  Democratic  county  convention  of  Kent  county  declared  a 
vacancy  to  exist  and  nominated  Alien  C.  Adsit  for  the  office  of  Circuit 
Judge,  to  be  voted  for  <at  the  j^u-ncral  f;ill  election  to  be  held  in  November 
4,  1890;  and,  disregarding  the  reiuiial  of  the  sheriff  to  give  notice  of  an 
election  to  fill  such  vacancy,  Mr.  Adsit's  name  was  placed  upon  the  Demo- 
cratic county  ticket  and  voted  upon  at  the  November  election.  The 
Republicans,  relying  upon  the  express  provision  of  the  statute,  did  not 
put  a  ticket  in  the  field,  and  as  a  result.  Mr.  .Ad^it  received  all  the  votes 
cast  for  the  office  of  Circuit  Judge.  The  Supreme  (^)url  was  then  applied 
to  for  a  writ  of  mandamus  to  compel  the  Board  of  State  Canvassers  to 
declare  Mr.  Adsit  duly  elected  for  the  unexpired  term  to  end  December 
31,  1893.  The  writ  was  issued  and  Mr.  Adsit  was  declared  to  be  elected, 
taking  his  seat  February  5,  1891,  and  again  elected  to  succeed  himself 
at  the  sprinf^  election  of  1893,  taking  his  seat  January  I,  1894,  for  the 
iull  term  to  expire  December  31,  1899.  The  terms  of  the  Circuit  Court  in 
tlie  Seventeenth  Circuit  begin  on  the  first  Mondays  in  March,  May  and 
December,  and  fourth  Monday  in  September  in  each  year. 

IONIA  COUNTY. 

The  boundaries  of  Ionia  county  were  fixed  ])y  an  Act  of  the  Lej^isla- 
tive  Council  of  the  Territory  ot  Michigan,  March  2,  1831,  and  remain 
unchanged  to  this  day.  The  territory  o£  Ionia  county  until  the  organiza- 
tion of  Kent  county  was  included  within  the  territory  attached  to  Kalama- 
zoo county  for  judicial  purposes.  When  Kent  county  was  organized  March 
24,  1836,  Ionia  county  was  attached  thereto  for  judicial  purposes,  and  so 
remained  until  March  18,  1837,  when  an  act  was  passed  organizing  Ionia 
county.  This  act  providt»l  that  "The  Circuit  Court  for  the  county 
of  Ionia  shall  be  held  until  public  buildings  shall  be  erected,  at  such  place 
as  the  supervisors  of  such  county  shall  provide,  at  the  seat  of  justice 
in  said  county  on  the  last  Monday  in  May  and  in  November  in  each  year." 
Also,  that  "All  that  part  of  the  State  lying  north  of  the  county  of  Ionia, 
and  not  included  in  any  orfjanized  county,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
attached  to  the  county  of  loma  for  judicial  purposes." 

The  act  was  to  take  effect  upon  the  first  Monday  of  April  in  1837. 
During  the  time  that  Ionia  county  was  attached  to  the  county  of  Kalama- 
zoo, and  subsequently  to  the  county  of  Kent,  for  judicial  purposes,  up  to 
the  latter  part  of  1837,  it  wa=;  a  part  of  the  Third  Judicial  Circuit.  Some- 
time in  the  latter  part  of  1837,  the  Legislatiire  provided  for  four  judicial 
circuits  and  Ionia  county  and  territory  attached  thereto  was  assigned  to 
the  Fourth  Judicial  Circuit. 

It  was  also  provided  that  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  county  of  Ionia 
should  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesdays  of  May  and  October  in  each  year. 
This  was  the  first  assignment  of  Ionia  county  to  a  judicial  circuit  aftc  r  it 
became  an  organised  county.  With  it  were  the  counties  of  Kent,  Oak- 
land, Lapeer,  Shiawassee,  Genesee  and  Saginaw.    A  few  years  later  tbn 
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Fourth  rircnit  was  moflificd  by  the  detachment  of  Kent  and  Lapeer,  and 
the  addition  ol  Livingston,  Ingham  and  Clinton.  The  same  act  provided 
that  it  should  not  be  necessary  to  hold  the  second  term  ot  tlie  Circuit 
Court  in  any  year  in  Ionia  county  unless  the  sheriff  and  county  clerk  should 
determine  the  same  to  be  necessary. 

In  1848  the  state  was  ordered  to  be  divided  into  five  circuits,  the 
Grand  River  section  of  the  state  con?titut(n(^  the  Fifth  Circuit.  This 
doubtless  include  d  I  >nia  county.  No  more  changes  were  made  under  the 
constitution  of  i£^33. 

Ionia  county  will  be  seen  to  have  been  attached  to  the  Third,  Fourth, 
and  Fifth  circuits  successively.  The  Circuit  Court  for  Ionia  county  was 
first  presided  over  hy  F-paphroditus  Ransom,  as  it  appears  that  he  was 
assigned  to  thv  Third  Circuit.  Charles  W.  Whipple  presided  over  the 
Fourth  until  March,  1848,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the  Third,  and 
Sanford  M.  Green  was  assigned  to  the  Fourth. 

Under  Section  29,  Schedule,  Constitution  of  1850,  and  by  legislative 
enactment  of  1851,  Ionia  county  was  assigned  to  the  Eighth  Judicial 
Circuit. 

Tin-  jucl^i:s  were  elective  instead  of  appointive  as  under  the  old  con- 
stitution, and  the  law  was  to  take  effect  January  i,  1852.  Ionia  county 
has  never  been  out  of  the  Eighth  Circuit  since  that  time,  although  the 
circuit  has  many  times  been  modified.  George  Martin  was  the  first  Circuit 
Judge,  aticl  Luuis  S.  Lovell  was  the  next. 

Judge  Lovell  served  four  full  terms  as  Judge  of  the  Eighth  Circuit, 
from  January  I,  1858,  to  January  i,  1882.  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
Vernon  H.  Smith,  of  Ionia.  Judge  Smith  served  two  terms,  retiring 
January  l,  1894,  being  succeeded  by  Frank  D.  M.  Davis,  of  Ionia,  whose 
term  will  expire  December  31,  1899.  From  January  i,  1852,  to  Janu* 
ary  i,  1859,  Eighth  Circuit  consisted  of  the  counties  of  Kent,  Ionia, 
Ottawa,  Barry,  Clinton  and  Montcalm.  From  January  i,  r85<:>.  to  1.S71, 
the  Eighth  Circuit  consisted  of  the  counties  of  Ionia.  Kent,  Clinton,  Bar- 
ry and  Montcalm.  In  1871  the  Eighth  Circuit  was  made  to  consist  of  the 
counties  of  Ionia,  Clinton  and  Montcalm. 

It  so  remained  until  1889,  when  Clinton  county  was  detached,  leav- 
ing the  counties  of  Ionia  and  Montcalm  alone  to  constitute  the  Eighth. 
Circuit  Court  for  the  Eighth  Circuit  is  now  held  in  Ionia  county  the  first 
Mondays  in  February,  May  and  November,  and  the  third  Monday  in  Sep- 
tember; in  Montcalm  county,  the  first  Mondays  in  March,  June,  October 
and  December. 

OTTAWA  COUNTY. 

The  territorial  Umit'?  of  Ottawa  county  were  fixed  by  the  same  act 
tliat  laid  ott  the  counties  of  Kent  and  Ionia,  approved  March  2,  iSji, 
and  have  never  since  been  changed.  When  Cass  county  was  organized 
November  4,  1829,  the  counties  of  Berrien  and  Van  Buren,  and  all  the 
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country  lying  north  of  the  same  to  Lake  Michigan,  were  attached  to  it  for 
judicial  purposes. 

This  included  the  territoiy  now  composing  the  county  of  Ottawa. 
When  Kent  county  was  organ  iicd  March  24,  1836,  the  unoi^nized  coun- 
ty of  Ottawa  was  attached  thereto  for  judicial  purposes. 

It  so  remained  until  December  29,  1837,  when  by  Legislative  Act 
number  8,  adjourned  session  of  thnt  year,  Ottawa  county  was  organized, 
and  it  was  ordered  that  "The  Circuit  Court  lor  the  county  of  Ottawa  shall 
be  held  until  suitable  buildings  are  erected  at  the  county  seat,  at  such 
place  as  the  county  commissioners  shall  provide,  on  Thursday  of  the  same 
week  in  which  said  court  is  held  in  the  county  of  Kent." 

Meantime  three  judicial  circuits  were  established,  and  Ottowa  county 
being  still  attached  to  Kent  county  for  judicial  purposes,  was  assigned 
to  the  Third  Circuit. 

This  was  the  first  assignment  of  Ottawa  county  to  a  judicial  circuit 
under  the  constitution  of  1835,  and  it  was  the  circuit  over  which  Judge 
Ransom  presided.  When,  however,  the  State  was  divided  into  four  cir- 
cuits, Ottawa  county  was  assigned  with  Kent  and  other  counties  to  the 
Fourth  Circuit. 

Judge  Whipple  seems  to  have  been  as>i<;ned  to  this  circuit.  Subse- 
quently another  division  was  made  and  Ottawa  county  was  assigned  to 
the  Third  Circuit  with  Kent  and  other  counties.  Judge  Ransom  presided 
over  this  circuit.  This  act  of  1846  seems  to  be  the  first  one  in  which  the 
county  of  Ottawa  is  expressly  assigned  to  a  judicial  circuit,  it  heretofore 
being  included  a<:  territoiy  attached  to  Kent  county. 

In  April,  i  the  Legislature  authorized  the  establishment  of  five 
judicial  circuits,  the  Grand  River  section  to  constitute  the  Fifth  Circuit. 
This  of  course  included  Ottawa  county.  Edward  Mundy  was  appointed 
under  this  act  as  the  Fifth  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  was  assigned 
to  the  Fifth  Circuit,  taking  up  his  residence  at  Grand  Rapids,  where  he 
died  in  185!  This  arrangement  remained  until  the  constitution  of  1850 
went  into  operation. 

Eight  judicial  circuits  were  ordered  by  the  new  constitution  and  the 
Grand  River  counties  of  Ottawa,  Kent,  and  Ionia  were  again  united  within 
the  same  circuit.  For  the  first  time  the  Circuit  Judges  were  made  elective, 
and  the  new  order  of  things  was  to  go  into  effect  January  i,  1852.  The 
next  act  affecting;  Ottawa  county  was  approved  Jan-jar\^  29,  1858,  and 
created  the  Nintli  Circuit  ronsistut<4  of  the  counties  of  Ottawa,  Allegan, 
Newaygo,  Oceana,  Mason,  Manistee,  Manitou,  Grand  Traverse,  and  the 
attached  counties  of  Emmet,  Charlevoix,  Antrim,  Kalkaska,  Wexford, 
Missaukee,  Lake,  Mecosta  and  Osceola.  An  election  of  a  Circuit  Judge 
was  ordered  in  the  Ninth  Circuit,  to  be  held  in  April,  1858,  tlie  judge  to 
take  his  seat  Januan,'  t,  if^^g,  for  the  term  to  expire  December  31,  1863. 
By  this  act,  Ottawa  and  Kent  parted  company  for  the  first  time  since  they 
were  joined  in  the  Third  Circuit  in  1836.    The  immense  territory  of  the 
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Ninth  Circuit  created  in  185 8  was  subseqtsrntly  broken  up,  and  new  cir- 
cuits Created,  but  (  Htawa  counl}-  rfiiiiiiru:d  in  tbc  Nintli  unti':  by  Art  15, 
of  1867,  to  tai<e  effect  in  April  of  that  year,  the  Fourteenth  Judicial  Cir- 
cuit was  created,  to  consist  of  the  counties  of  Ottawa,  Newaygo,  Oceana, 
Muskegon  and  Mecosta.  An  election  was  ordered  to  be  lield  in  April, 
the  judge  elected  to  take  his  seat  May  i,  1867,  for  the  term  to  end  Jan- 
unr\'  I,  1870.  No  further  changes  were  made  affecting  Ottawa  county 
vniiil  ii^73,  when  tin-  l  ut-titieth  Judicial  Circuit  was  created  from  the 
counties  of  Ottawa  and  Allegan,  and  an  election  of  a  Circuit  Judge  thereof 
to  be  held  in  April.  1873,  for  a  term  to  begin  May  i,  1873,  and  to  end 
January  i,  1876.  Ottawa  and  Allegan  still  constitute  the  Twentieth 
Circuit.  Ottawa  county  has  bet  1  a  part  of  the  Third,  Fourth,  Third, 
Fifth,  Eighth,  Ninth,  Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  Circuits  successively, 
following  Kent  until  1859. 

George  Martin  presided  over  the  Ottawa  Circuit  until  January  l,  1858, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  Louis  S.  Lovell,  of  Ionia,  who  performed  the 
duties  of  judge  until  Ottawa  county  was  assigned  to  the  new  Ninth.  At 
the  first  judicial  election  in  the  Ninth  Circuit,  held  in  the  spring  of  1858, 
Flavius  J.  I.ittlejohn,  of  Allegan,  whs  elected  Circuit  Judge.  He  presided 
over  the  Ottawa  Circuit  as  long  as  Ottawa  county  remained  in  hts  circuit. 
At  the  election  held  in  the  new  Fourteenth  Circuit  in  the  spring  of  1867, 
Moses  B  Hopkins  was  elected.  Judge  Hopkins  died  after  a  short  admin- 
istration, and  was  succeeded  in  1869  by  Augustine  H.  Giddings,  who 
presided  over  the  Ottawa  Circuit  until  the  creation  of  the  Twentieth  Cir- 
cuit in  1873.  At  the  first  judicial  election  in  the  new  Twentieth,  ordered 
to  be  held  in  April,  1873,  John  W.  Stone  was  chosen,  taking  his  seat  May 
I,  1873.  Judge  Stone  presided  only  until  November  5,  1874,  when  he 
resigned  to  take  a  seat  in  Congress,  and  Dan  J.  Arnold,  of  Allegan,  suc- 
ceeded him  by  appointment.  Judge  Arnold  succeeded  himself  by  elec* 
tton  in  the  spring  of  1873  for  the  unexpired  tt'rm  ending  Decern  her  3 1 
1875,  after  which  he  was  re-elected  for  three  full  terms,  two  of  which  he 
served,  but  died  during  tiie  third  in  the  spring  1892.  Hannibal  Hart, 
of  Allegan,  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  by  Governor  Winans,  and 
served  until  January  i,  1893,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Philip  Padgham, 
of  Allegan,  who  was  elected  for  the  unexpired  term  to  end  December  3 1 , 
1893.  He  was  re-elected  in  the  spring  of  1893  for  the  full  term  to  end 
December  31,  1899. 

The  Qrcuit  Court  for  the  county  oi  Ottawa  is  now  held  four  times 
a  year  at  Grand  Haven,  beginning  on  the  second  Mondays  in  January 
and  March,  and  the  first  Mondays  in  August  and  November. 
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MUNICIPAL  COURTS. 
THE  SUPERIOR  COURT  OF  GRAND  RAPIDS. 

Section  I,  of  Article  VI  of  the  constitution  provides  that  "Municipal 

Courts  of  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  may  be  established  by  the  Legisla- 
ture in  cities."  In  l875  Legislature  exercised  its  power  for  the 
relief  of  Grand  Rapids  and  passed  "An  Act  to  provide  for  a  Municipal 
Court  in  the  City  of  Grand  Rapids,  to  be  called  the  Superior  Court  of 
Grand  Rapids."  This  law  was  approved  March  24,  1875,  39^^ 
anniversary  of  the  organization  of  Kent  county. 

The  first  term  was  to  commence  on  the  first  'Tuesday  of  June,  1875, 
and  the  election  of  a  judge  of  said  court  was  ordered  to  be  held  on  the 
first  Monday  of  April,  1875,  for  a  term  of  six  years,  with  the  title  of 
"Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Grand  Rapids." 

Generally  speaking  the  Superior  Court  has  the  same  jurisdiction  as  the 
Circuit  Court,  as  to  the  person  and  amount;  a  concurrent,  a  limited ,  and 
an  exclusive  jurisdiction  as  to  the  subject  matter;  and  a  limited  iurisdic- 
tion  as  to  territory.  The  practice  and  proceedings  are  i»ubslantially  the 
same  as  those  of  the  Circuit  Courts. 

John  T.  Holmes  was  the  iirst  judge  of  this  court  and  served  one  full 
term,  being  succeeded  June  7,  188 1,  by  Isaac  H.  Parrish.  Judge  Par- 
rish  served  a  full  term  and  was  succeeded  by  Edwin  A.  Burlingame  the 
first  Monday  in  May,  1887.  Judge  Burlingame  was  re-elected  in  the 
spring  of  189J,  and  is  now  serving  his  second  term  to  end  in  May,  1899. 
During  a  temporary  absence  of  the  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  the  Judge 
of  the  Circuit  Court  is  authorized  to  preside  for  him. 

Until  the  spring  of  1878,  the  county  clerk  was  ex-officio  clerk  of  the 
Superior  Court;  but  in  the  spring  of  the  office  of  clerk  became 

elective  for  a  term  of  two  years.  After  a  trial  of  four  years  the  Le<:^t?;!a- 
ture  m  1 88 1,  authorized  the  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  to  appoint  a  clerk 
thereof  for  a  term  of  two  years,  beginning  with  the  first  Monday  in  May, 
1882.  This  rule  obtamed  until  the  Legislature  of  1895  abolished  it,  and 
again  made  the  office  of  clerk  elective,  beginning  in  the  spring  of  1 896. 
Four  rccnilar  term  arc  held  cnch  year,  beginning  on  the  second  Mondays 
in  September,  Diicrnibrr,  March  and  May.  Some  of  tlie  most  important 
cases  in  the  city  are  tried  in  this  court,  and  its  usefulness  is  well  estab- 
lished. It  has  an  appellate  jurisdiction  over  the  city  cases  in  police  court, 
and  an  appeal  lies  to  the  Supreme  Court,  the  same  as  from  the  Circuit 
Court. 

POLICE  COURT. 

"An  Act  to  establish  and  organize  a  police  court  in  the  city  of  Grand 
Rapids"  was  approved  April  30,  1873.  It  provided  for  the  election 
of  a  Police  Justice  at  the  charter  election  of  1874,  the  said  Justice  to 
take  his  seat  the  first  Monday  in  May,  1874,  for  a  term  of  four  years. 
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The  rourt  u'a^  given  excluRi've  iurisdiction  ovfr  offences  against  the  laws 
of  the  C'Ay.  concurrent  j urisdictii m  with  the  other  I'us'.iccs  over  criminal 
cases  witliin  the  city  limits,  but  no  civil  jurisdiction  except  when  specially 
conferred. 

By  an  Act  approved  May  13,  1879,  the  Legislature  repealed  the  fore- 
going act  and  passed  a  law  "To  establish  and  organize  a  Municipal  Court 

in  the  City  of  Grand  Rapids,  to  be  known  and  c.i'led  'The  I'olice  Court  of 
Grand  Rapids.*  "  The  police  justice  elected  under  the  law  of  1873  was  to 
serve  out  his  full  tcnn,  hut  was  to  bear  the  title  of  "Police  Judge."  Be- 
ginning with  the  spring  election  of  1882,  a  Police  Judge  was  to  be  elected 
every  four  years,  the  tenn  to  begin  the  first  Monday  in  May,  1883. 

The  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Kent  county  looks  after  the  State  cases 
in  his  court,  .ind  the  City  Attorney  prosecutes  the  city  casps.  The  court 
is  not  a  court  of  record,  and  the  practice  follows  that  of  the  practice  in 
Justice  Court  in  criminal  cases.  Appeal  lies  to  the  Superior  Court  in 
city  cases,  and  to  the  Circuit  Court  in  State  cases. 

James  E.  McBride  was  the  first  police  justice,  takins;  his  seat  in  May, 
1874.  Four  years  later  he  was  succeeded  by  John  M.  Harris,  who  served 
all  hut  a  few  months  of  a  fuM  term.  A':«;f';tant  police  justice,  John  W. 
Holcomb,  filled  out  the  term.  At  the  spring  election  of  1882,  Julia  T. 
Holmes,  formerly  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  was  elected  Police  Judge 
under  the  new  law  of  1879,  taking  his  seat  in  May,  1882.  Judge  Holmes 
was  re-elect*  I  in  April,  1886,  and  again  in  1890;  he  served  less  than  a 
year  of  hi=;  third  term  when  illness  retired  him  from  actual  service,  and  his 
death  which  soon  followed,  caused  a  vacancy.  From  April,  1891,  until 
the  November  election  following,  William  O.  Wcstfali  acted  as  Police 
Judge.  He  was  succeeded  by  William  H.  Ha^gcrty,  who  was  sworn  in 
November  7,  1891,  having  been  elected  for  the  residue  of  the  term  to  end 
in  May,  1894.  Judge  Haggerty  was  re-elected  in  the  spring  of  1894  for 
the  full  term  to  end  in  M  ly  i8r,«. 

Thi'?  fniirt  is  in  ront irnicu-.  session  all  the  year.  It  has  a  cleric,  elect- 
ive, and  a  bailiti,  appointive,  besides  the  regular  police  officers  and  a  mat- 
ron.   The  court  is  one  of  the  busiest  in  Grand  River  Valley. 

JUSTICE  COURT. 

The  constitution  of  1835  authorized  the  election  of  four  justices  of 
the  peace  in  each  organized  township  for  a  term  of  four  years.  The  Leg- 
islature, by  Act  of  March  14,  1836,  ordered  an  election  of  justices  at  the 
April  election  of  that  year  for  the  term  to  begin  July  4,  following.  This 
act  preceded  the  oi^anization  of  Kent  county  by  ten  days.  The  town- 
ships of  Ionia  and  Maple  were  the  first  to  be  organized  in  Ionia  county  by 
Act  of  March  1 1,  1837,  one  week  bcfon  the  orj^anization  of  that  county.  The 
township  nf  Walker  was  the  nr^i  to  be  organized  in  Kent  county  by  Act 
of  December  30,  1837,  and  the  same  act  organized  two  townships,  Otta- 
wa and  Maskego,  in  Ottawa  county,  following  the  oi^anization  of  that 
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county  by  one  day.  The  Grand  River  Valley  therefore,  under  the  State 
organization,  bct^cm  with  eight  justices  of  the  peace  in  Ionia  county  in 
1837,  four  in  Kent  county,  and  eight  in  Ottawa  county  in  1838.  There 
are  now  fifty-five  townships  in  the  three  counties,  containing  altogether 
over  two  hundred  justices  of  the  peace. 

In  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids,  the  Justice  Court  has  become  munici- 
palized. When  the  city  was  incorporated  in  i8qo,  it  wa<^  authorized  to 
elect  four  justices.  In  1857,  the  number  was  increased  to  five  -one  for 
each  ward.  In  1871,  the  number  was  again  increased  with  the  number 
of  wards  to  eight.  By  an  A.ct  approved  March  11,  188 1,  the  number  of 
justices  was  reduced  to  four,  one  of  them  to  be  elected  in  1881  and  one  in 
1882,  and  two  in  1883.  The  justices  elected  under  the  old  law  were  to 
serve  out  their  full  terms.  In  1889,  another  net  reduced  the  number  to 
two  who  were  to  be  paid  a  salarv  by  the  i  ity,  pKivided  with  court  rt^onv-, 
at  city  expense;  and  the  act  also  gave  the  court  a  cleric  to  be  appointed 
by  the  city  council.  But  because  the  act  abolished  an  existing  office, 
the  Supreme  Court  declared  it  unconstitutional  July  11,  1889,  within  a 
week  after  it  was  to  go  into  operation.  In  1893,  however,  a  more  effect- 
ive law  was  enacted  to  reduce  the  mnn-H  r  of  justices.  Thn<!;o  already  in 
office  were  to  serve  out  the  terms  for  which  they  were  elected,  and  no 
other  justices  were  to  be  elected  in  iHg^  and  1894.  The  offices  then  expir- 
ing were  abolished  and  discontinued,  but  successors  were  elected  to  the 
remaining  justices  as  their  teiras  expired  in  1895  and  1896  respectively. 
Under  this  law  the  city  now  has  two  justices  each  at  a  fixed  salary.  They 
hold  court  regularly  in  court  rooms  furnf'^het!  by  the  city.  A  Justice 
Court  Clerk  is  appointed  by  the  mayor  for  ,1  term  of  one  year,  and  the 
general  ctticiency  and  dignity  of  the  court  are  greatly  enhanced.  Justice 
John  W.  Holcomb,  for  many  years  in  office,  was  the  last  of  the  justices 
to  retire  under  the  old  law,  being  succeeded  July  4,  1896,  by  Harry  D. 
Cowan,  a  young  attorney.  Charles  A.  Watt,  another  young  attorney,  is 
the  senior  justice,  having  succeeded  Justice  William  O.  Westfall  in  1895. 

MAYOR'S  COURT. 

The  "Mayor's  Court  of  Grand  Rapids'*  was  established  by  the  city 
charter  of  1850.  It  was  to  be  composed  of  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  alder- 
men, and  to  be  a  court  of  record.  It  had  jurisdiction  over  certain  offences 
committed  within  the  city  limits  and  had  the  use  of  the  county  jail  for 
the  imprisonment  of  offenders.  Court  was  held  on  the  second  Monday 
of  every  month,  and  an  appeal  lay  to  the  Circuit  Court,  i'his  court  was 
abolished  in  1857. 

RECORDER'S  COURT. 
The  revised  rhartcr  of  1857  established  "The  Recorder's  Court  of 
tlie  City  of  Grand  Rapids."    It  was  a  court  of  record,  the  city  recorder 
was  judge  thereof,  and  the  city  clerk  was  clerk  thereof.    It  had  jurisdic- 
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tion  over  such  city  cases  as  involved  either  the  city  or  a  city  official  as  a 
partv:  a!<;o  ov;:r  i)lfi.'iices  against  the  city  laws  and  regulations,  and  an 
appellate  jurisdiction  over  certain  cases  brougiii  in  justice  Court.  The 
court  also  exercised  a  limited  criminal  jurisdiction  and  an  appeal  lay  to  the 
Supreme  Court.  A  term  of  court  b^;an  on  the  second  Monday  in  each 
month.  The  Recorder's  Court  existed  until  1875,  when  it  was  super- 
ceided  by  the  Superior  Court. 

THE  BAR. 

The  Bar  of  Grand  River  Valley  can  justly  claim  many  distinguished 
menibers.  Ionia  county  has  given  the  state  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  the  nation  a  Consul  to  Glascow,  in  Judge  Allen  B.  Morse. 

It  has  given  the  state  two  Attorney-Generals — Albert  Williams,  1)^65,  and 
Adolphus  A.  Ellis,  1891.  It  has  lurnished  three  Circuit  Judges  in  Judge 
Lovcil,  Judge  Smith,  and  Judge  Davis,  and  it  gave  the  city  of  Ionia  a 
popular  mayor  in  John  B.  Chaddock,  who  takes  his  seat  as  Prosecuting 
Attorney  of  his  county  January  i,  1897. 

Kent  county  gave  Judge  George  Martin,  Judge  John  W.  Champlin, 
and  Judge  Robert  M.  Mf>nti:^oincry  to  the  Supreme  Bench  of  the  State, 
and  Judges  Hoyt,  Montgomery,  Grove,  Burch,  and  Adsit  to  the  Circuit 
Court  Bench.  J.  Byron  Judkins  and  Reuben  Hatch  had  been  circuit 
judges  when  they  joined  the  Kent  County  Bar.  Moses  Taggart  and  Fred 
A.  Maynard  have  each  served  the  state  as  Attorney  General.  Edwin  F. 
Uhl  now  represents  the  United  States  as  Embassador  to  Germany,  after 
having  ably  served  his  countrj'  as  Assisfant  Secretary  ot  State  under  Presi- 
dent Cleveland.  General  Byrun  M.  Cuichcon  served  eight  years  in  Con- 
gress before  he  enrolled  with  the  Kent  County  Bar.  John  Patton  stepped 
from  the  profession  to  the  United  States  Senate,  while  M.  H.  Ford  has 
served,  and  William  Alden  Smith  is  now  serving  in  the  National  House  of 
Representatives.  Hon.  R.  W.  Butterfield  serves  hi«;  State  as  Regent  of  the 
University,  Thomas  F.  Carroll  is  Post  Master  of  (  jrand  l^a|jlds,  W.  D.  I"ti!!cr 
is  Reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  William  J .  Stewart  hao  honorably 
served  his  city  as  Mayor.  T.  J.  O'Brien  has  been  urged  as  Judge  of  the 
United  States  Circuit  Court,  and  John  C.  Fitzgerald  has  declined  the 
support  of  his  friends  for  Governor  of  Michigan.  Many  others  could  be 
added  to  thi?  list  of  =;viccessful  practitioner'-,.  Such  lawyers  as  Fletcher 
&  W  in*.y.  Kiii!:;sley  &  Kleinhans,  Ta'^f«?art,  Knappen  &  Denison ;  Tai^c^art, 
Wolcolt  iSc  Ganson;  Wylic  is  Ciapperton;  Sweet,  Perkins  Judi<ins; 
McGarry  &  Nichols;  Wolcott  &  Ward;  Bundy  &  Travis;  More  &  Wil- 
son; Mark  Norris,  F.  W.  Stevens,  H.  W.  Fallass,  and  many  others,  would 
grace  any  Bar  in  the  country.  A  Bar  Library  of  5,000  volumes  is  sup- 
ported by  the  profession.  The  Bar  is  well  supplied  With  yountr  men  of 
ability  and  promise,  ind  rht  liigh  professional  standard  of  the  Kent 
County  Bar  is  in  no  danger  ot  being  lowered. 

The  Ottawa  county  Bar  is  ably  connected  with  the  profession.  George 
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A.  Farr  is  one  of  the  leaders  and  serves  his  state  as  Regent  of  the  Univer- 
sity. George  W.  MrBride  has  been  collector  of  customs  at  Grand  Haven, 
anU  candidate  ior  Congress.  G.  J,  Diekema,  of  Holland,  has  served  the 
State  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  W.  I.  Lillie  and  P. 
J.  Danhof  are  among  the  younger  successful  practitioners.  Taken  alto- 
gether, the  Bar  of  Grand  River  Valley  ranks  second  to  none  in  the  state. 
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THE  STATE  BAR  ASSOCIATION. 

A  HISTORICAL  SKETCH. 

The  original  call  for  a  meeting  to  oiganize  a  State  Bar  association  in 
Michigan  was  issued  in  February,  1890.  It  was  signed  by  fifty- four  law- 
yers of  Detroit,  fourteen  of  Marquette,  fourteen  of  Kalamazoo,  and  one  of 
Big  Rapids.  On  February  22,  iSgo,  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  United 
States  Court  room  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  at  which  it  was  decided  to  orj^an 
ize  an  association.  Articles  of  Association  were  adopted  and  a  committee 
appointed  to  draft  a  Constitution.  At  a  meeting  held  at  Detroit  on  June 
2,  1890,  the  Constitution  was  adopted  and  the  association  regularly  organ- 
ized by  the  election  of  officers,  Henry  M.  Duffield,  of  Detroit,  being 
chosen  the  first  President.  The  membership  during  the  first  year  was 
:?34,  covering  23  cities  and  towns  in  ihc  Slnt«".  The  Articles  of  Associa- 
tion were  drafted  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Michigan  entitled  "An  Act  to  authorize  the  formation  of  incor- 
porations of  associations  of  members  of  the  Bar,"  which  was  approved 
April  25,  1881  (Howell's  Statutes,  Sec.  4502,  et  seq.) 

The  Second  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  mnvpncd  at  the  Hotel 
CadiUac,  Detroit,  on  June  t6,  1891,  in  the  ^■\•ctuIli:^  i  he  committee  on 
Legal  iiducation  and  Admission  to  the  Bar,  ttirough  its  chairman,  Levi 
T.  Griffin,  of  Detroit,  presented  a  report  giving  the  substance  of  a  bill 
regulating  admission  to  the  bar  which  it  had  prepared  and  caused  to  be 
introduced  into  the  Legislature  of  1891.  The  bill  provided  for  a  commit- 
tee of  nine  to  he  appointed  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Associate  Justices,  whose  duty  was  to  examine 
apphcants  for  admission  to  the  Bar.  The  bill,  however,  never  became  a 
law.  At  this  meeting  a  banquet  was  held  and  Thomas  J.  O'Brien,  of 
Grand  Rapids,  was  chosen  President  for  the  following  year.  The  mem- 
bership during  the  second  year  was  230,  a  decease  of  three,  and  twenty- 
three  cities  and  towns  were  repiesented. 

'I  he  third  annual  rneetini:^  was  held  in  the  rooms  of  the  Circuit  Court 
for  the  county  of  Kent  at  Grand  Rapids  on  July  2,  1892,  in  the  afternoon. 
The  principal  business  before  the  meeting  was  the  discussion  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  address  of  Mr.  O'Brien,  the  retiring  President,  relating  to  the 
cof^estion  of  business  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  and  a  proper 
method  of  relief.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  the  ques- 
tion and  to  n  port  a  plan  for  relief  to  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Associ- 
ation to  be  hcid  on  the  3rd  Tuesday  in  the  following  January  at  Lansing. 
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Edward  Cahill,  of  Lansing,  was  chosen  President  for  the  succeeding  year. 

The  association  increased  during  that  year  from  230  to  331  members,  and 
the  number  of  cities  and  towns  repret^cntcd  increased  from  23  to  60,  so 
that  during  the  following  year  the  Association  covered  practically  every 
section  oi  the  State.  On  January  17,  1893,  the  Association  held  an 
adjourned  meeting  in  the  rooms  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Lansing,  and 
the  committee  on  relief  of  the  Supreme  Court,  being  the  standing  com- 
mittee on  Jurisprudence  and  Law  Reform,  in  its  report  recommended  the 
establi'^hmcnt  of  an  intermediate  appellate  court.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, however,  did  not  meet  the  views  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  Association  and  it  was  decided  at  the  meeting  to  recommend  to  the 
Governor  and  the  Legislature  that  the  number  of  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  five  new  members.  The  committee, 
consisting  of  Edward  Cahill,  of  Lansing,  George  P.  Wanty,  of  Grand  Rap- 
ids, and  Levi  I..  Barbour,  of  Detroit,  was  appointed  to  draft  a  bill  carrying 
out  the  suty^cstion  of  the  Association,  and  was  instructed  to  cause  it  to  be 
introduced  in  the  Legislature.  A  bill  was  prepared  by  the  committee  and 
introduced  in  the  Legislature  but  failed  to  become  a  law. 

The  fourth  annual  session  of  the  association  convened  at  Lansing  in 
the  Senate  Chamber  of  the  Capitol  on  June  6,  1893.  At  this  meeting  the  agi- 
tation for  .1  State  Board  of  Law  Examiners  was  continued  by  the  Coni- 
nnttee  uii  Legal  Education  and  Admission  to  the  Bar,  recommending  that 
a  Board  of  Examiners  of  five  members  be  appointed  which  should  hold 
regular  pubUc  examinations  in  the  different  parts  of  the  State;  that  candi- 
dates for  admission  must  have  pursued  the  study  of  law  for  the  period  of 
at  least  two  years  preceding  the  examination;  and  that  graduates  of  the 
l.av.'  Department  of  the  University  of  Michit^rtn  he  entitled  to  admis'^ion 
upon  their  diplomas.  Nothing  of  importance  was  aciualiy  accomplished 
at  this  meeting.  George  H.  Durand,  of  Flint,  was  chosen  President  for 
the  following  year. 

The  fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  association  was  held  in  the  Senate 
Chamber  of  the  Capitol  at  Lansing  on  June  26,  1894.  At  this  meeting 
the  first  steps  were  taken  looking  toward';  a  revision  of  the  practice  of  the 
Circuit  Courts  of  the  State  and  a  special  cummittee  was  appomtcd  to  pre- 
pare a  report  which  should  embrace  proposed  amendments  and  additions 
to  the  court  rules,  both  in  law  and  in  chancery.  The  Committee  on  Legal 
Education  and  Admission  to  the  Bar  was  instructed  to  secure  the  passage 
of  a  law  by  the  Legislature  of  189S,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
State  Board  of  Rxamfncrs  in  Law  consisting  of  five  nu  inbcrs.  Martin 
G.  Montgoniery  of  Lansing,  was  selected  as  President  for  tlic  succeeding 
year. 

The  sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  association  was  held  at  Lansing  on 
June  25,  1895.    The  Committee  on  Legal  Education  and  Admission  to 

the  Bar  reported  that  it  had  secured  tin  passage  of  a  bill  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  a  State  Board  of  Examiners  in  Law.    This  legislation 
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is  the  most  important  that  has  been  acconripUshed  through  the  efforts  of 

the  Strxtc  Rar  Association.  The  law  provides  that  ^^raduntes  from  the  T.aw 
D;:p;uiincnt  of  the  Unive'-?ity  of  Michigan  shall  be  adniillcd  on  motion 
and  that  other  applicuiits  must  be  of  full  age,  residents  and  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  good  moral  character,  and  must  produce  a  certificate 
from  the  Board  of  Examiners  appointed  by  the  Governor  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Supreme  Court.  The  Board  is  composed  of  five  lawyers 
whose  terms  of  office  are  five  years,  the  term  of  one  of  these  examiners 
expiring  each  year.  An  affidavit  of  residence  is  required  from  the  appli- 
cant and  satisfactory  evidence  must  also  be  produced  of  good  mora]  char- 
acter and  of  having  pursued  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  some  attorney 
or  in  some  recc^ized  law  school  or  university  for  at  least  two  years  prior 
to  the  examination.  The  examination  is  both  oral  and  written,  and  thc 
applicant  must  answer  at  least  seventy  per  cent,  of  the  qupstinn<:  *t>  entitle 
him  to  a  certificate.  If  the  applicant  fails  to  pass  the  examination  he  may 
a^in  apply  after  six  months.  At  this  sixth  annual  meeting  the  usual 
banquet  was  held  and  George  P.  Wanty,  of  Grand  Rapids,  was  elected 
President  for  the  succeeding  year. 

The  Association  now  has  364  members  representing  69  cities  making 
it  cover  every  section  of  the  State.  The  standing  committees  met  in 
Detroit  on  August  30,  1895,  every  member  being  present,  and  laid  out 
the  year's  work,  which  besides  the  legal  education  and  admission  to  the 
Bar  involved  the  complex  revision  of  the  court  rules  of  the  State  look- 
ing to  the  simplification  and  uniformity  in  the  several  circuits. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  May  it,  and  14,  1896, 
at  Grand  Rapids,  when  the  annua!  address  was  delivered  by  Judge  J, 
Newton  Fiero,  of  New  York.  The  (act  that  it  required  two  days  instead 
of  one  to  do  the  business  shows  the  increase  of  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Association,  GEO.  P.  Wanty. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES. 

JAMES  FREDERICK  JOY,  Detroit.  A  learned  German  author  and 
doctor  of  philosophy  has  said:  ''Biography  is  by  nature  the  most  univers- 
ally profitable,  universally  pleasant  of  all  things;  especially  biography  of 

distinguished  individuals.'*  He  might  have  enlarged  upon  thi;  thought, 
and  particularized  as  well,  by  adding  that  the  bio<^raphcr  finds  his  inspira- 
tion in  a  really  worthy  stihjcct:  nnd  the  rer'.der  is  entertained  as  well  as 
profited  by  studying  the  pcrsoiiai  history  of  a  distingutshd  individual.  A 
fruitful  and  lofty  theme  is  suggested  in  the  name  with  which  this  article 
opens.  James  F.  Joy  is  the  descendant  of  Puritans  and  Calvinists.  For 
several  generations  his  ancestors  were  c<  !isi)icuous  in  New  England  for  hon- 
esty, patriotism  and  all  of  the  recognized  virtur^^,  ^nmp:^^ted  into  character 
as  firm  as  the  granite  hills  of  New  Hampshire'  up.*ii  which  they  lived  and 
wrought;  in  which  they  found  sepulture.  History  accords  prominence  to 
Samuel  and  Ebenezer  and  David,  Senior  and  Junior,  good  Bible  names 
all,  adopted  by  the  Puritans  to  perpetuate  valor  and  honor,  fidelity  and 
fortitude.  Loyal  to  their  sovereign,  the  King  of  England,  when  New 
Hampshire  wns  a  province  of  the  Crown,  the  Joys  fought  in  his  service 
against  France  and  the  native  Indian^;,  in  the  bloody  \v?.r^  frnm  1740  to 
1763.  Samuel  and  David  Sr.  served  in  the  same  INcw  England  teguneat. 
The  former  was  a  member  of  the  famous  Captain  John  Smith's  company 
in  1740.  The  next  generation,  moved  by  the  spirit  of  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence, was  equally  courageous  and  equally  patriotic  in  taking  arms 
against  the  Idng  when  lu:  hi  came  the  oppressor  of  the  colonics.  Ebene- 
zer Joy  was  a  volunt  .  <  i  uiiiler  the  brave  General  Stark  during  the  Revolu- 
tion, in  1780,  and  served  uiuil  peace  was  establislied  in  x/Sj.  Samuel 
Joy  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Durham  in  the  Parish  of  Dover,  province 
of  New  Hampshire,  county  of  Stratford,  in  1732,  where  members  of  the 
family  lived  for  more  than  a  centurj .  James  Frederick  Joy  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Durham,  December  2,  i8iO.  He  was  the  son  of  James  Joy 
and  Sarah  Pickering,  His  father  was  a  manufacturer  of  the  common  imple- 
ments used  on  the  farm  at  that  penod— especially  the  scythe.  His  mother 
was  a  member  of  one  of  the  historic  families  of  New  Hampshire.  His 
birth  was  at  the  very  dawn  of  the  grandest  epoch  in  the  world's  history — 
an  epoch  characterized  by  larger  indi  .  i  hial  liberty  and  national  security 
than  the  world  had  knrvvvn  before;  by  advancement  in  civiliratton ;  by 
improved  social  and  political  conditions;  by  enterprise,  invention  and  ma- 
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terial  prosperity;  by  the  physical  development  of  an  empire  under  a 

republican  form  of  government,  in  a  manner  bordering  on  the  miraculous. 
The  United  States,  as  a  nation,  was  young;  much  of  the  territory 
now  comprised  within  its  boundaries  had  not  yet  been  acquired;  only  one 
state  had  been  erected  in  the  Northwest  Territory.  No  passenger  raikoad 
had  been  constructed;  the  telegraph  and  telephone  were  not  even  a  dream; 
the  mind  of  man  had  not  conceived  the  possibility  of  spanning  great  rivers 
with  hridi^es  of  steel:  no  steamboat  had  yet  traversed  the  great  lakes  and 
no  j.i€amship  had  crossed  the  ocean;  the  great  inventors  whose  genius  has 
made  them  benefactors  were  either  unborn  or  infants  in  arms.  If 
James  F.  Joy  had  been  a  passive  spectator  of  this  wonderful  march  of 
events,  this  miracle  of  pr(^;ress  during  his  lifetime,  it  would  be  idle  to  refer 
to  it  in  his  biography.  The  reference  is  justified  because  he  has  for 
seventy  years  been  an  active,  regnant  factor  in  this  progress  and  achieve- 
ment. He  could  in  truth  exclaim,  with  the  old  Trojan,  Aeneas:  "All  of 
which  I  saw  and  part  of  which  I  was."  But  let  his  relation  to  the  mater- 
ial and  intellectual  advancement  be  developed  in  the  story  of  his  life.  He 
attended  the  public  school  of  his  native  village  until  fourteen  and  spent 
two  years  at  an  academy  preparing  for  collctTc;  entered  Dartmouth  at 
eighteen,  and  was  graduated  at  twenty-three  with  class  honnr-..  He  had 
formed  the  purpose  to  become  a  lawyer,  and  for  a  Joy  to  purpose  was  to 
do.  Having  decided  to  adopt  the  profession  of  law,  he  entered  the  Har- 
vard Law  School  immediately  after  his  graduation.  Judge  Story  and  Mr. 
Greenleaf  were  then  in  charge  of  it  as  professors.  It  was  a  school  sec- 
ond to  none  in  the  country.  There  Mr.  Joy  began  the  study  of  law  with 
all  the  advantages  which  allcnd  the  instruction  of  men  of  such  eminent 
ability  and  profound  learning.  Judge  Story  was  the  most  learned  lawyer 
of  his  time,  and  Professor  Greenleaf  was  also  an  eminent  lawyer,  -distin- 
guished as  well,  also,  for  his  beautiful  character  and  life  all  through  his 
professional  career.  Mr.  Joy  devoted  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law  with 
earnest  and  steady  care  while  he  remained  at  the  school.  Except  the  time 
devoted  to  exerri-e  he  u  wholly  engaged  in  his  studies,  as  indeed  he  was  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century  atterwards  until  circumstances  gradually  drew  iiim  out  of 
the  profession.  He  was  at  the  school  only  one  year  at  that  time.  "The 
paucity  of  his  pecuniary  resources,"  as  an  old  Governor  of  Michigan  used 
to  say,  induced  him  for  a  time  to  accept  the  place  of  principal  of  the  acad- 
emy at  Pittsficld,  New  Hamp.shire,  where  his  father  lived,  and,  after  a  few 
months,  the  position  of  tutor  of  the  Latin  languas^e  at  Dartmouth  College, 
where  he  rcmahied  tor  a  year,  and  was  the  only  instructor  in  that  ianguage 
in  the  college  during  this  time.  At  the  end  of  the  year  he  resigned  his 
place  in  the  college  and  went  back  to  the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  where 
he  remained  for  another  year.  He  was  then  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  the 
courts  of  Boston,  but  immediately  came  west  and  settled  in  Detroit,  which 
was  well  on  the  western  frontier,  and  larger  than  an\'  c]ty  \\est  of  it.  This 
was  in  September,  1836.    lie  entered  the  office  01  lion.  Augustus  S. 
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Porter,  who  was  soon  afterwards  <  Iccted  to  the  United  States  Senate.  It 

is  a  tradition  partially  sMpport.  d  by  records  that  some  of  hh  ance<?tors 
obtained  from  the  Crown,  on  accourit  mih'tar\'  "ervice,  a  grant  oi  land 
six  miles  square,  in  northern  New  Hanipsliircj  near  ilie  White  Mountains, 
for  the  purposes  of  cultivation  and  settlement.  This  tract  of  land  must 
have  become  very  valuable  by  the  time  he  came  west ;  but  whether  or  not 
it  was  in  possession  of  the  Joy  family  made  no  difference  with  his  fortune. 
No  part  of  it  ever  came  to  him  by  descent  nr  otht'rwi'-.e.  Hi?  inheritance 
was  not  in  lands  or  money,  but  rather  in  robust  manhnod  and  puritanic 
integrity;  in  a  strong  assemblage  of  fortunately  blended  intellectual  facul- 
ties, trained  and  dominated  by  a  masterful  will.  The  quality  of  greatness 
in  man  is  scarcely  susceptible  of  an  exact  definition  in  words,  but  is  read- 
ily inferable  from  actions  and  achievements.  When  James  F.  Joy  settled 
in  Detroit,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  he  wns  rich  in  moral  courafre,  physi- 
cal strength,  mental  resource,  scholastic  and  i)r  iff^sional  ac< jLui cment';.  In 
May,  1837,  being  then  in  his  twenty -seventh  year,  he  opened  an  ollicc  for 
the  practice  of  the  law,  and  in  the  course  of  one  year  formed  a  co-partner- 
ship with  Geoi^e  E.  Porter,  under  the  name  and  style  of  Joy  &  Porter. 
His  character  gave  him  standing  in  the  community,  and  his  industty  and 
attention  to  business  soon  won  him  ch'ents.  Every  case  intrusted  to  him 
received  the  most  careful  and  studious  attention.  He  never  carried  one 
into  court  which  he  liad  not  thorouglily  investigated  both  as  to  facts  and 
the  law  applicable  to  them.  The  Bar  of  Detroit  was  an  excellent  one. 
Several  of  the  old  lawyers  were  both  able  and  learned,  and  there  were 
young  ones  ambitious,  earnest  and  industrious.  Several  of  them  were  the 
equals  of  any  in  the  western  states.  No  yotinfj  !nan  could  make  hi«  way 
against  them  except  by  the  most  lliorough  and  careful  study  of  every 
case  in  which  he  was  engaged.  This  was  the  habit  of  Mr.  Joy,  and  with 
his  industry  and  determination,  as  well  as  his  ability,  it  was  not  long  before 
he  became  one  of  the  very  prominent  among  the  lawyers  of  the  Bar  of 
Michigan,  and  gradually  became  the  peer  of  the  ablest.  He  was  an  able 
advocate,  with  the  farts  of  every  case  carefully  studied,  with  the  law  appli- 
cable thorou.dily  invesligaii-d.  and  with  his  well  trained  mind,  he  stood 
for  many  ^years  in  the  from  rank  of  the  Bar,  and  with  a  very  iai^e  and 
profitable  business,  won  only  by  duty  in  every  case;  duty  carefully  and 
resolutely  done.  He  never  left  anything  to  chance  which  could  be  made 
certain  by  industry.  He  was  firm  and  resolute  in  his  purpose  in  every 
contest  at  the  Bar,  to  make  every  particle  of  strength  in  the  facts  and 
law  available  tor  his  client.  Though  well  v<  r>^<  d  in  criminal  law,  he  was 
engaged  in  the  trial  of  criminal  cases  only  in  the  earliest  part  of  his  career; 
but  some  of  them  were  important.  Only  one  will  be  mentioned  here, 
and  that  chiefly  as  an  illustration  of  the  condition  of  the  morals  of  some 
frontier  communities  in  the  early  history  of  the  Statt .  A  man  then  living 
in  Detroit,  and  only  lately  deceased,  was  on  trial  in  the  United  States 
Court  for  passing  counterfeit  money  early  in  his  life.     Mr.  Joy  was 
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employed  to  defend  him.  There  were  among  others  two  principal  wit- 
nesses  against  him.    One  testified  that  he  had  seen  him  have  a  box  of 

counterfeit  Mexican  silver  dollar?  in  his  possession,  that  they  were  set  up 
edgewise  in  the  box,  and,  on  question  by  Mr.  Joy,  he  stated  that  he  knew 
they  were  counterfeit  dollars  by  seeing  only  the  rims  or  edges  of  them. 
Mr.  Joy  dispensed  with  the  cross-examination  at  the  time  but  stated  to 
the  court  that  he  would  cross  examine  him  farther  the  next  morning.  In 
the  evening  he  found  two  well  looking  counterfeit  Mexican  dollars,  and 
took  them,  with  three  good  ones,  to  a  jeweler  and  asked  him  to  test  them 
so  that  he  could  testify  in  court,  which  w^re  good  and  which  were  coun- 
terfeit. He  did  so,  and  was  present  in  the  court  the  next  morning.  •  Mr. 
Joy  called  the  witness  upon  the  stand  and  handed  him  the  five  dollars, 
and  asked  him  to  examine  them  and  state  if  any  one  of  them  were  coun- 
terfeit. He  said  some  of  them  were,  and  was  asked  to  pick  oitt  and  hand 
to  Mr.  Tov  a  counterfctt  one.  ]]c  picked  out  one  which  he  said  was  coun- 
terfeit. Being  asked  it  he  was  sure  ol  it,  1m:  said  yes.  As  sure  as  he  was 
that  those  he  saw  in  the  defendant's  box  were  counterfeit?  He  said  yes. 
The  jeweler  being  afterwards  put  on  the  stand,  testified  that  among  the 
five  there  were  two  counterfeit  dollars,  and  that  he  had  tested  them  all 
so  that  he  could  state  certainly,  and  that  the  one  which  the  witness  said 
was  counterfeit  '.•.'a<>  a  genuine,  tine  silver  dollar.  This  disposed  of  the 
testimony  of  one  prosecutmg  witness.  The  otiicr  chief  witnci>fi  ta>tificd 
that  he  had  actually  seen  the  defendant  pass  counterfeit  dollars,  which 
he  and  the  witness  both  knew  to  be  counterfeit.  This  witness  lived  at 
Leoni,  about  eight  miles  from  Jackson,  then  a  small  village.  Mr.  Joy 
examined  him,  as  he  thought  sufficiently,  and  in  rebuttal  impeached  his 
character  for  trutli  and  veracity  surcessfully.  The  (jovernment  brought 
severai  witnesses  from  Jackson  to  sustain  his  character.  The  testimony 
of  one  of  them  was  decisive  in  the  matter.  Upon  taking  the  stand  the 
attorney  for  the  Government  asked  him  if  he  knew  the  reputation  of  the 
witness  in  the  neighborhood  where  he  lived,  to  which  he  answered  yes. 
Then  came  the  question,  what  was  the  character  of  the  witness  in  the 
neighborhood  in  whtcli  he  lived'  to  wliich  the  witness  answered,  it  -was 
considered  good  there.  Tlie  question  was  not  put  as  to  his  reputation 
for  truth  and  veracity,  but  only  as  to  his  general  character.  On  cross 
examination  Mr.  Joy  asked  the  witness  to  state  what  the  general  reputa- 
tion of  the  witness  was  among  his  neighbors.  The  witness  refused  to  ans- 
wer. .A.fter  discussion  the  court  told  the  witness  he  must  answer  the 
question.  To  this  the  witness  replied:  "If  1  must,  I  must.  He  had 
and  has  the  reputation  oi  being  a  liorse-thief,  gambler  and  blackleg." 
"But,"  said  Mr.  Joy,  "you  have  testified  that  his  reputation  was  consid- 
ered a  good  one  in  that  neighborhood.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  a  man 
with  the  reputation  of  being  a  thief  and  a  blackleg  has  a  good  reputation 
in  that  community'"  "Yc.s  sir,"  said  the  witness,  "that  i«  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  whole  neighborhood,  and  is  there  considered  a  good  reputa- 
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tion.*'    The  case  had  already  been  tried  once  with  a  divided  jury.  On 

the  second  trial  thf"^c  thnit^s  occurred  and  disposed  of  the  two  chief  wit- 
nesses, and  the  client  ol  Mr.  Joy  was  acquitted.  Ho  riftenvards  lived  very 
many  years  at  Detroit,  was  a  respectable  man  and  became  quite  wealthy. 
The  partnership  of  Joy  &  Porter  continued  for  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century»  during  which  a  large  and  profitable  business  was  conducted. 
Both  partners  were  men  of  higli  standing  in  the  community  in  every  point 
of  character.  The  Htigation  in  the  courts  was  wholly  conducted  by  Mr. 
Joy,  though  Mr.  Porter  was  for  him  an  invaluable  partner  in  the  rifTicr, 
From  1836  to  1846  tlie  State  of  Michigan  had  undertaken  the  construc- 
tion of  railroads  and  a  canal  across  the  State,  but  had  failed  disastrously 
and  become  utterly  bankrupt.  Its  condition  had  become  hopeless  so  far 
as  any  further  prosecution  of  its  public  works  were  concerned.  Among 
others,  Mr.  Joy  discussed,  through  the  public  prints,  the  questions  con- 
ned ed  with  them,  and  advi'^ed  the  sale  of  its  railrnads  to  companies  who 
would  complete  them.  This  was  the  importdut  question  of  that  day. 
When  the  Legislature  of  1845-46  came  together,  Mr.  Joy,  in  connection 
with  John  W.  Brooks,  afterwards  chief  engineeer  and  president  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company»  prepared  the  charter  of  that  company, 
which  also  provided  for  the  sale  of  the  road  to  the  company,  and  submitted 
it  to  the  Letp'^'ature.  After  a  whole  winter's  discussion,  it  finally  parsed 
the  Legislature  in  the  way  in  which  it  now  stands  upon  the  !»t»tute  books. 
By  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Brooks  and  of  Joy  &  Porter,  a  company  was  formed 
to  take  the  property  and  pay  the  price  agreed  upon,  two  million  dol- 
lars, and  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company  came  into  existence. 
This  was  the  turnin;^  poi»it  in  the  history  of  the  State.  It  was  now  ena- 
bled to  eTner<^p  from  b/mkrupicy,  ;_'Tadual!y  cal!  in  all  its  liabilities,  and  from 
that  time  commence  the  upward  career  of  prosperity  and  greatness  to 
which  it  has  since  arrived.  Joy  &  Porter  were  retained  as  counsel  and 
attorneys  for  the  company.  The  progress  of  the  road  west  to  Chicago  occu- 
pied several  years,  and  was  attended  with  much  litigation  in  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  and  especially  at  Chfcago,  where  itp  interests  were  united  with 
those  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Cnrnininy,  which  also  employed  Mr. 
Joy  as  its  counsel.  One  of  his  great  tasks  was  to  secure  its  entrance  to 
Chicago,  and  the  litigation  to  this  end  was  both  extensive  and  important. 
It  largely  controlled  Mr.  Joy's  time,  and  gradually  took  him  away  from 
his  profession  in  Michigan.  Finally  it  absorbed  all  his  attention  and 
commanded  all  hi^  ability  for  several  years.  While  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  litigation  in  Illinois,  and  especially  at  Chicago  a  id  Galena,  there  were 
two  suits  of  unusual  importance  while  he  was  the  counsel  of  the  two 
companies,  which  may  be  named.  One  involved  the  question  of  the  right 
of  counties  to  tax  the  lands  which  had  been  granted  by  the  Government 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad.  Judge  David 
Davis,  afterwards  Judge  of  the  ITnited  States  Supreme  Court,  had  advised 
the  officers  of  McLean  county  that  the  lands  were  subject  to  local  taxation. 
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Mr.  Joy  advised  the  company  that  they  could  not  legally  he  so  taxed. 
The  case  came  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  llh'nois  at  Springfield,  and 
was  twice  argued  by  Mr.  Joy  and  his  associate  counsel,  Mr.  Lincoln, 
afterwards  President.  On  the  second  argument  the  decision  of  the  court 
sustained  the  position  they  took,  that  the  land  was  not  subject  to  local 
taxation.  The  suit  was  of  very  great  importance,  as  the  taxation  of  two 
and  a  hn!f  million  acres  of  land  was  involved.  Passing  over  all  other  inter- 
vening and  difficult  litigation,  his  connection  with  the  two  companies  as 
their  counsel  closed  with  the  termination  of  the  great  suit  of  George  C. 
Bates  vs.  the  two  companies-^  suit  in  ejectment  which  involved  the 
title  to  their  terminal  station  grounds  in  Chicago,  then  valued  at  about 
two  million  dollars.  There  were  several  circumstances  which  made  this 
case  one  of  extreme  interest.  Amonff  the  counsel  employed  by  Mr.  Bates 
were  Mr.  Stanton,  afterwards  the  great  Secretary  of  War  in  IVIr.  Lincoln's 
administration,  and  Nathaniel  McLean,  of  Cincinnati,  son  of  the  presiding 
judge.  The  principles  involved  were  also  of  much  interest.  It  was  tried 
twice  before  juries  at  Chicago  in  the  United  States  Court,  in  each  of  which 
trials  Mr.  Joy  secured  a  verdict  for  his  clients,  and  ultimately  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  where  it  \vv<s  carried.  The  le^^al  questions  on  which  Mr. 
Joy  relied  were  fully  sustained  and  the  case  finally  won  by  him.  This 
was  the  last  great  case  in  which  he  was  employed.  In  the  meantime, 
while  employed  as  counsel  for  these  companies,  he  had  been  made  a  direc- 
tor in  the  Illinois  Central  Company,  and  h.u:  als'>  [irocured  the  requisite 
charter?  in  Illinois  for  the  organization  of  what  has  since  become  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington  &  Quinc)-  Railroad  Company.  He  was  chiefly  instru- 
mental in  organizing  it  and  raising  the  money  with  which  the  construction 
of  roads  in  Illinois  afterwards  consolidated  and  now  com}jn.siiig  that  line 
in  Illinois,  was  undertaken.  He  became  president  of  the  company  and 
was  for  several  years  at  its  head  after  the  construction  of  the  road  in  Illi- 
nois  was  nndertnken,  und  while  proj^ret:?  ira<^  made  westward  to  Omaha.  He 
also  becanii  ])rcsidcnt  nf  the  ILinnibal  &;  St,  Joseph  Railroad,  organized 
the  branch  from  Cameron  to  Kansas  City,  and  built  the  bridge  across  the 
Missouri  at  that  point,  which  gave  the  impulse  to  Kansas  City  and  made 
it  the  leading  city  in  the  valley  of  the  Missouri.  He  had  been  drawn 
wholly  out  of  the  law  into  the  construction  and  management  of  railroads. 
Having  re.-ich' d  Kansas  City,  and  having  been  mndr  arqn.Tinted  with  the 
fact  that  tile  Cb.;  riikr;-  Intlians  owned  800,000  acrL-.  vi  l.uid  in  the  south- 
east corner  of  Kansas,  which  they  wisiied  to  sell,  he  made  a  treaty  with 
them  for  the  lands,  which  was  approved  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  This  land  was  bought  by  him  in  his  own  name,  but  for  the  Kan- 
sas City,  Fort  Scott  and  Gulf  Railroad  Company,  which  was  organized  by 
him  to  build  a  railroad  from  Kan^^ns  Ci(>'  to  the  present  Indian  territory, 
through  the  land  so  purchased,  aiul  lu:  huill  thL-  railrond  as  planned.  At 
the  close  of  the  civil  war  many  rncn  invaded  the  lands  which  he  had  bought 
and  "squatted"  upon  them.    They  were  hostile  to  the  construction  of 
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the  railriiad  unless  Mr.  Joy  would  f^ive  them  the  !and  which  they  occupied. 
Tht.'v  drove  off  the  engineers  and  men,  and  burned  tlie  ties  which  he  had 
accumulated  for  the  road.  The  State  of  Kansas  at  that  time  would  not 
protect  him,  and  he  placed  his  case  before  Mr.  Rawlins,  General  Grant's 
Secretary  of  War,  who  explained  it  to  the  President.  The  President 
stated  that  if  the  railroad  company  would  build  barracks  for  a  couple  of 
companie''  of  cavaln,',  he  would  order  them  to  be  stationed  upon  these 
lands  where  they  would  do  tlic  inost  good.  To  this  Mr.  Joy  agreed,  and 
soon  the  troops  were  there,  and  remained  there  until  the  road  was  built 
through  the  land — a  singular  case  of  construction  under  the  protection  of 
a  detachment  of  United  States  cavalry.  In  1867  Mr.  Joy  resigned  the 
presidency  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  and  retired  from  it.^ 
management,  and  that  of  all  its  numerous  connections,  and  accepted  the 
presidency  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  (  oinpany.  which  he  retained 
until  1876,  when  he  finally  retired  from  it  and  from  aii  railway  manage- 
ment, though  for  a  time  he  was  nominally  at  the  head  of  the  Wabash, 
then  in  the  hands  of  receivers.  This  was  only  to  aid,  if  possible,  in  its 
n  organization,  which  was  ultimately  accomplished  with  great  difficulty. 
While  he  was  in  the  management  of  the  Michijran  Central  that  railroad 
wa>  rrncwtd  with  stce!  mi!  and  enlarged  equipment,  and  he  was  able  to 
aid  very  largely  in  pruuioliiit;  Liie  construction  of  other  railroads  in  the 
State,  developing  its  prosperity  and  contributing  very  materially  to  its 
rapid  prepress  in  both  population  and  wealth.  He  may  fairly  be  styled 
the  father  of  railroads  in  the  State.  Among  the  gigantic  enterprises  which 
he  inaugurated  or  carried  to  success  were  the  Chicago  Stock  Yards  and 
the  canal  at  .Sault  Sie.  Marie.  The  vice<president  of  the  Stockyardii  Com- 
pany in  a  letter  to  the  editor  says : 

"Jas.  F,  Joy  may  properly  be  considered  the  father  of  the  Union 
Stock  Yards  &  Transit  Co.,  as  his  name  appears  among  those  applying 

for  the  charter  organi/inf^  the  company'.  Feruary  i',  1865.  From  that 
time  on  to  the  time  the  yards  were  opened  in  December,  1865,  he  was 
most  active  in  the  laying  out  and  building  of  the  yards,  ilc  was  one  of 
the  first  members  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  was  also  ehainnan  of  the 
first  executive  committee  of  the  company.  He  remained  on  the  board 
as  an  active  member  up  to  May,  1876,  when,  he  having  removed  to  De- 
troit, his  resignation  was  accepted,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  balance  of 
the  board  and  the  officials.  Mr.  Joy  was  also  largely  instrumental  in 
brinvdn^;  to  success  the  stock  yards  at  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  It  was 
©win;;  to  his  indefatigable  efforts  that  the  St.  Charles  Air  Line  Railway 
was  built,  as  it  was  largely  through  him  that  the  money  was  raised.  This 
was  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the  first  railroad  to  cross  Chicago.  He  helped 
lay  out  the  road,  sometimes  dragging  the  chain  in  the  survey  of  the  same. 
He  was  for  many  years  a  director  of  this  company.  To  him  the  people  of 
Chicago  are  under  lasting  obligations  for  the  cnerg>'  he  displayed  in  estab- 
lishing these  roads  and  the  stock  yards  and  the  success  that  has  attended 
them.  They  ought  to  erect  a  monument  to  his  memory.  His  energy  and 
foresight  have  been  mar\'elous.  and  a!thoui:;h  nearly  eighty-six  years  of 
age,  he  retains  all  his  faculties  and  is  very  much  interested  in  the  success 
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of  these  western  rntcrpriscs,  csperirtlly  the  «;tnck  yards.  He  is  always  triad 
to  hear  of  anything  which  adds  to  the  success  of  these  yards,  and  scans 
the  annual  reports  as  eagerly  as  ever.'* 

The  Government  had  granted  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres 
of  land  to  the  State  of  Michigan  to  constitute  a  fund  for  the  construction 
e»(  the  Sault  Ste.  Maiie  ship  canal,  to  be  selected  by  the  State  from  any 
la;ids  owned  by  the  Government.  Efforts  had  been  made  by  various 
jftarties  to  organize  a  company  for  the  construction  of  the  canal  and  accept 
the  lands  in  payment;  but  all  had  failed.  Several  years  had  elapsed  since 
the  Government  had  granted  the  land.  The  canal  was  not  only  a  very 
important  matter  but  had  become  an  absolute  necessity.  Mr.  Joy,  in  con- 
nt^ction  with  John  W.  Brooks,  aftermuch  considerntion,  resolved  to  under- 
take the  work.  The  necessary  legislation  authorizing  the  organization  ot 
a  company  and  construction  of  the  canal  was  prepared  and  secured  by  Mr. 
Joy.  He  also  prepared  the  contracts  with  the  State,  organized  the  com- 
pany, and  in  two  years  after  the  contract  was  closed  had  the  canal  con- 
structed ready  for  navigation.  It  has  become  almost  the  most  importnnt 
public  work  on  the  continent,  carr\Mn<7  through  it  a  commerce  larger  and 
far  more  valuable  than  goes  through  the  Sueas  Canal.  The  Government 
has  been  compelled  to  double  its  capacity,  although  at  the  time  of  its 
construction  it  was  thought  to  be  adequate  for  all  the  demands  of  com- 
merce in  the  future.  The  company  accepted  the  land  in  payment  for  the 
work  and  the  canal  became  the  property  of  the  State.  It  afterwards 
transferred  to  the  T-nited  States.  The  land  selected  by  the  company 
consisted  of  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  pine  land  in  the  Southern 
Peninsula  of  Michigan,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  in  the 
Upper  Peninsula,  supposed  to  contain  minerals.  The  pine  lands  were  sold 
at  from  three  to  five  dollars  per  acre,  and  the  other  lands  for  a  little  more. 
The  work  cost  about  one  million  one  hundred  thnu<^nn(l  dollars,  leaving  to 
the  company  a  fair  profit;  but  if  their  lands  had  hvcn  -,oli]  a  few  years 
later  the  profit  would  have  been  fifty  millions.  His  last  public  works  are 
the  union  depots  at  Detroit,  undertaken  to  furnish  accommodation  for 
railroads  terminating  at  and  seeking  terminals  in  the  city.  The  older  one 
was  almost  entirely  the  result  of  his  efforts,  and  the  later  was  the  result 
mainly  of  tlu  joint  efforts  of  himself  and  Hon.  R.  W.  Crapo,  president 
of  the  Flint  and  Pere  Marquette  Railroad  Company.  They  contribute 
much  to  the  convenience  of  the  State  and  the  city  of  Detroit.  Botii 
the  State  and  the  city  have  good  reason  to  appreciate  highly  the  almost 
life  work  of  Mr.  Joy  to  promote  their  prepress  and  prosperity.  Limited 
space  forbids  a  further  enumeration  of  his  public  enterprises  and  achieve- 
ments.   They  are  monumental  and  beyond  computation. 

SI  MONUME^'T^^f  OI'AKRIS  CIRCL'MSPICE! 
While  Mr.  Toy's  life  ha-  been  a  very  busy  one,  and  filled  with  respon- 
sibility  and  work,  it  has  still  been  one  of  a  student  and  a  reader  in  all  his 
leisure  moments.    He  learned  Freneh  in  his  college  life  and  its  vacations, 
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SO  as  to  read  it  easily  ,  and  the  literature  of  that  lanf^iiage  has  been  one  of 
the  y_)lrasinfs  and  rccroation«?  of  his  life.  lit  has  always  kept  up  his 
acquaintance  with  the  Latiiij  which  he  has  been  iii  the  habit  of  reading. 
All  the  Latin  and  French  classics  are  found  in  his  library,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  English.  He  has  always  had  the  happy  faculty  of  throwing  off 
the  cares  of  business  when  he  has  left  his  office,  and  his  large  well  stocked 
library  has  been  the  divcision  and  the  plcasttrc  of  all  his  leisure  time, 
when  not  orv"upied  with  the  enjoyments  of  bis  family  and  social  life. 
His  habits  have  been  regular  anti  temperate.  He  has  never  used  wine 
or  spirits  of  any  kind,  either  at  his  table  or  elsewhere.  With  good  health 
and  good  appetite,  he  has  always  been  a  moderate  eater.  His  table  and 
his  life  and  habits  have  been  plain  and  without  display  or  olstentation. 
He  has  hardly  been  sicl<  a  day  in  his  life,  and  now  (1896)  in  his  eighty-sixth 
year,  is  daily  in  his  office  and  in  t^ood  health,  standing  at  his  desk  while 
at  work,  and  sometimes  steadily  during  all  the  working  hours  of  the  day, 
which  has  been  his  habit  for  more  than  forty  years.  With  all  that  he  has 
accomplished,  however,  Mr.  Joy  has  always  felt  that  it  was  the  mistake 
of  his  life  to  allow  himself  to  be  drawn  away  from  his  profession  by  his 
railway  connections  and  employments.  His  position  in  the  profession  was 
an  honorable  one.  Mr.  Joy  has  never  been  a  politician,  in  the  sense  of  being 
an  othcc  seeker.  He  has  never  but  once  been  a  candidate  for  any  office, 
except  in  i860.  When  it  had  become  evident  that  the  difficulties  growing 
out  of  slavery  would  result  in  a  civil  war,  he  allowed  himself  to  be  elected  to 
the  Legislature  1  1  [)r  [»are  the  State  for  all  the  exigencies  of  the  coming  war. 
The  duties  then  incumbent  npim  him  in  that  capacity  were  well  performed ; 
the  Mirhi<::;an  troops  called  for  by  the  1  tovernment  were  orf];anized  and 
equipped  and  were  at  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run.  All  the  duties  resting 
upon  the  State  in  the  emergency  were  promptly  and  well  done,  and  all 
the  calls  of  the  Government  fully  met.  In  another  case,  but  where  there  « 
was  no  possibility  of  his  being  elected,  he  allowed  a  party  to  use  his  name 
for  office.  He  had  alaays  been  a  Whig,  but  opposed  to  the  extension 
of  slaver)'  into  the  terriiorics,  and  when  a  party  was  formed  to  resist  it, 
he  allowed  his  name  to  be  placed  on  the  electoral  ticket  as  a  candidate  for 
presidential  elector.  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  allowed  himself  to  be  nominated 
for  the  Presidency.  Mr.  Joy  could  see  that  such  a  party — the  Free  Soil 
Party^ — was  a  necessity.  He  was  willing,  and  considered  it  a  duty  to  help 
it  along.  Afterward  the  fusion  of  this  party  with  the  Free  Soil  portion  of 
the  Whig  party.  l»ccame  the  Republican  party,  which  was  successful  in 
the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln  to  the  Presidency,  and  was  responsible  and 
entitled  also  to  the  credit  for  all  the  results  of  that  election.  He  was  a 
delegate  at  large  for  Michigan  in  the  Republican  National  Convention  in 
1880,  and  was  chosen  to  present  the  name  of  Blaine  as  a  candidate.  His 
speech  on  that  occasion  was  a  classic,  fit  companion-piece  of  the  orations 
of  Conkling  and  Garfield,  placing  their  fa\'orites  in  nomination.  Mr.  Jov 
has  twice  been  married.    His  first  wife  was  Martha  Reid,  daughter  of 
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Hon.  John  Reid,  lor  many  years  a  member  of  congress  froin  Ma.ssachu> 
setts,  and  his  second  wife,  Mary  Bourne,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

Addendum  :  Mr.  Joy  died  suddenly  of  heart  disease  at  his  home  in 
Detroit,  September  24,  1896. 


JOHN   WESLEY  LONGYEAR,  deceased.     Judge  John  W.  Long- 
year  was  bom  in  Shandaken,  Ulster  county.  New  York,  October  22, 
1820,  and  died  at  Detroit,  March  11,  1875.    In  the  short  period  of  his 
life  he  became  one  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  and  honored  citizens  of 
the  State  of  his  adoption.    His  education  was  only  academic,  but  he  was 
graduated  from  the  seminary  at  T,ima,  New  York.    Very  early  in  life  he 
had  formed  the  purpose  to  become  a  lawyer,  and  at  the  age  of  twi nty- 
four  he  came  west,  settled  at  Mason,  Ingham  county,  Michigan,  where 
he  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
1846.    The  following  year  he  removed  to  Lansing,  which  had  about  that 
time  become  the  capital  of  the  State.    He  was  among  the  earliest  of  the 
memhers  of  the  H.ir  to  lorato  in  the  capital  city.     His  brother  Ephraim 
was  first  a  student  in  his  otificc  and  afterwards  became  bis  partner  in  the 
practice.    It  was  in  Lansing  that  Judge  Longyear  became  prominent  and 
distinguished  as  a  member  of  the  profession.    His  practice  extended  into 
all  of  the  State  and  Federal  Courts  and  into  nearly  all  of  the  circuits  of 
the  State.    For  three  years  he  was  in  partnership  with  S.  F.  Seager, 
and  the  firm  thus  constituted  was  Jn  all  respects  one  of  the  ablest,  best 
known  and  most  successful  in  the  State.    Judge  Longyear,  dunng  the  last 
ten  years  of  his  practice,  won  a  reputation  which  was  National.    All  of 
his  abilities,  the  power  of  his  mind  and  his  physical  strength,  were  given 
to  the  law,  and  it  may  be  said  in  all  candor  that  he  honored  the  profession. 
In  1862  he  was  elected  to  Congress  on  the  Republican  ticket,  and  in  1864 
was  re-elected,  serving  in  the  House  of  T^epresentatives  four  years  from 
March  4,  1863.    It  was  during  the  darkest  period  of  the  war,  when  the 
country  had  greatest  need  of  patriots  and  statesmen  in  her  halls  of  legis- 
lation.    In  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  a  Representative  in  Congress 
he  was  actuated  by  a  high  purpose,  and  his  fidelity  to  the  cause  of  good 
government  and  the  restoration  of  the  Union  was  unmistakable.  He 
studied  the  subject  of  secession  and  the  relations  of  the  States  to  the 
Nation  from  the  standpoint  of  a  lawyer.    He  was  influential  in  debate, 
because  he  never  claimed  the  attention  of  the  House  unless  the  subject 
under  consideration  was  important  and  he  had  studied  it  sufficiently  to 
bring  out  something  new.    He  was  therefore  listened  to  with  marked 
attention  by  the  members  of  that  body.    Perhaps  the  most  important 
argument  which  he  made  in  the  House  was  one  on  the  bill  which  soug^ht 
to  make  preliminary  provision  for  reconstruction  01  the  isiational  L^mon. 
A  brief  extract  from  that  speech  is  sufficient  to  indicate  the  profound  study 
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which  he  had  given  ro  the  matter  under  consideration,  and  at  the  same 
time  show  his  statesmanlike  views  presented  with  lawyerly  ability.  It  was 
delivered  April  30,  1864: 

"To  become  and  to  be  a  State  of  the  Union  requires  the  express 
action  of  Congress,  admitting  it  as  such,  and  its  submission  to  the  Consti- 
t  ill  ion  and  laws  of  the  I^nion.  Each  State,  therefore,  o  w  ( s  it  s  existence 
originally  to  the  mandate  and  express  consent  of  the  Supreme  State,  the 
General  Government;  and  all  of  the  people  of  each  State  and  the  States 
themselves,  owe  primary  allegiance  to  that  superior  sovereignty.  The 
Government  is  the  State;  its  soul  and  essence  is  the  sovereignty  with 
which  the  people  iiave  uwested  it  for  certain  specified  ends;  among  which 
ends  is  obedience  to  the  National  Constitution  and  laws.  When  such  gov- 
ernment becomes  subversive  to  (lio-;e  ends,  or  secVrs,  by  virtue  of  that  sov- 
ereignty with  which  it  has  been  invested,  to  bring  the  people  in  conflict 
with  that  superior  sovereignty  to  which  they  owe  allegiance,  or  when  such 
government  becomes  abrogated  or  destroyed  by  any  means,  the  sover- 
eignty with  which  it  was  invested  returns  to  the  people,  to  be  exercised  by 
them  de  novo.  When  a  State  has  thus,  by  its  own  act,  become  divested 
of  its  sovereignty,  its  soul  and  essence  is  ^one,  and  it  ceases  to  exist  as  a 
State  of  the  Union.  It  doe?  not  go  out  of  flie  Union;  that  is  impossible. 
The  idea  involves  the  absurdity  that  a  State  of  this  Union  can  exist  when 
it  ceases  to  be  a  State  of  the  Union.  If  in  such  case  it  continues  to  main- 
tain the  forms  of  an  existence,  by  force  or  otherwi.se,  it  i.s  an  excrescence 
upon  the  body  politic  of  the  Nation,  to  be  removed  and  dissolved  to  make 
room  for  the  exercise  of  National  sovereignty  and  for  legitimate  State 
organi/.itii HI  by  the  people.  The  supeiiur  so\ eieii^iUy  and  jurisdiction 
cannoi  be  (iestroyfd  or  impaired  by  the  debtniction.  subversion,  or  abro- 
gation of  the  inferior.  And  hence  when  the  inferior  ceases  to  exist  the 
National  authority  remains  as  complete  as  before  over  the  entire  territory 
and  people.  Territory  is  not  the  Slate,  It  is  the  habitation  of  the  State. 
It  prescribes  the  boundaries  of  its  local  jurisdiction.  In  a  governmental 
sense  territory  is  National,  and  remains  national,  the  same  after  a  State 
organization  as  before.  To  illustrate :  the  people  of  any  portion  of  the 
National  territory  may  go  through  the  forms  of  organizing  a  state  govern- 
ment by  adopting  a  Constitution  and  electing  ofilicers  under  it,  but  it  can- 
not occupy  a  single  foot  of  territory  as  a  state  anywhere  within  the 
National  hotindarics,  and  has  no  standing  whatever,  without  the  previous 
consent  of  Congress.  When  Congress  yields  its  assent  and  prescribes  the 
boundaries  of  the  new  organization,  then,  and  not  until  then,  it  has  a  foot- 
inj^  t.*  stand  upon;  but  National  jurisdictiiin  over  such  territory  is  not 
thereby  supplanted  or  impaired.  The  new  organisation  comes  in  under 
and  subject  to  National  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty.  And  what  folly 
would  it  be  to  contend  that  the  National  government  could  not  afterwards 
assert  its  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty  over  such  territory  to  the  entire 
exclusion  of  a  foreign  power  usurping  such  State  government,  and  even  of 
such  state  government  itself,  if  subverted  and  sought  to  be  maintained  in 
defiant  opposition  to  the  national  authority." 

In  1866  Judge  Longyear  was  a  delegate  to  the  Loyalist  convention  at 
Philadelphia.  In  1867  lie  waf;  a  member  of  the  constitutional  convention 
of  Michif^an  and  prominent  in  its  proceedings,  brrau<;e  of  his  famili  iiiiy 
with  the  imperfections  found  in  the  existing  constitution  and  his  large 
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capacity'  to  su^^i^est  something  better.  In  1870  he  was  appoiiued  Judge 
of  the  United  States  Court  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Michigan,  and 
removed  to  Detroit  for  the  greater  convenience  in  attending  to  his  judicial 
duties.  Up  to  that  time  he  was  without  experience  upon  the  Bench. 
His  practice  had  been  general  in  character  and  most  of  it  in  the  smaller 
tnwns  of  the  interior.  While-  his  remarkable  aptness  for  the  law  had  long 
hi-cii  unilLtstood  by  tlu  most  prominent  attorneys  in  the  State,  and  his 
mind,  under  perfect  control,  had  been  trained  to  think  deeply  on  all 
important  subjects  considered  by  him,  yet  there  was  some  misgiving  on 
the  part  of  practitioners  whose  chief  interests  were  in  admiralty  practice 
and  bankruptcy  cases,  that  Judge  Longyear  would  scarcely  be  equal  to  the 
demands  of  the  high  position  to  whicli  he  was  appointed.  It  Is  affirmrd. 
ht>u  L\  Lr.  that  before  the  close  of  liis  first  term  of  court  his  admirable 
fitness  for  the  judicial  ofBce  was  clearly  demonstrated.  During  all  the 
years  of  his  connection  with  the  Bar  he  had  been  a  profound  student. 
His  perception  was  keen,  his  application  remarkable.  His  power  of  con- 
centration was  such  that  he  was  able  to  penetrate  through  the  husk  and 
shell  to  tho  vory  kernel  of  a  subject;  to  detect  sophistry  and  distinguish 
sound  reasoning  almost  intuitively.  The  magnitude  of  his  work  may  be 
imagined  when  it  is  stated  that  his  court  was  third  in  the  United  States 
in  the  number  of  admiralty  cases,  and  fifth  in  the  number  of  bankruptcy 
cases.  In  the  amount  of  judgment  it  was  second.  The  vast  amount  of 
business  in  his  court  and  his  conscientious  devotion  to  duty  in  the  disposal 
of  it  doubtless  shortened  his  life.  Few  judges  prepared  their  opinifm^ 
with  such  laborious  care,  and  few  have  been  able  to  present  their  opinions 
with  such  clearness  and  demonstration.  His  decisions  in  bankruptcy  have 
been  quoted  and  copied  throughout  the  land,  as  the  truest  expression  of  the 
law  on  that  subject.  He  was  holding  court  at  the  time  of  hi^  li  ath,  and 
had  occupied  the  Bench  the  last  day  of  his  life.  Tin  (  stimation  in 
which  he  was  held  by  the  profession  in  the  State  is  titlingly  e-xpressed  in 
this  resolution,  containing  the  gi.st  ot  a  report  adopted  by  the  Detioii  Bar: 

**RtS0hedf  That  we  who  have  been  witnesses  of  his  labors,  and 
practitioners  before  him  during  the  past  five  years,  as  well  as  friends  thor- 
oughly conversant  with  all  his  congenial' qualities  and  native  courtesy,  can 
bear  the  am|rlc>t  It  stimony  to  his  learning,  his  diligence,  his  carefulness 
and  skill  in  the  treatment  of  all  legal  questions  coming  before  him  for 
investigation,  his  strict  honesty  and  severe  integrity  in  connection  with 
his  hif^h  office  and  his  unif-Mni  imprirtinlity  nnd  courtesy  of  bearing  toward 
the  entire  Bar  from  its  most  distinguished  senior  to  the  humblest  of  its  jun- 
ior members;  and  we  therefore  regard  his  death  as  carrying  with  it  much 
of  the  afflictive  character  of  a  personal  bereavement.  Resokrd.  That  in 
the  varied  sphere  of  his  judicial  duties,  whether  in  admiralty,  bankruptc\ . 
equity  or  common  law,  this  distinguished  judge  showed  himself  thorouglily 
conversant  with  the  rules  and  principles  peculiar  to  all  departments  of 
the  law,  and  to  such  an  extent  as  marked  him  as  one  rapidly  taking  rank 
among  the  eminent  district  and  circuit  judges  of  the  country,  and  we 
regard  it  as  one  of  the  highest  evidences  of  his  judicial  ability  that  by  his 
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opinions,  generally  carefully  and  ofttimes  laboriously  prepared,  he  suc- 
ceeded not  only  in  demonstrating  their  correctness  to  his  own  satisfaction, 
but  was  enabled  almost  invariably,  to  reconcile  the  views  of  opposing  coun- 
sel with  his  own.  R^sohmi,  That  a  citizen  who,  like  the  deceased,  has 
filled  the  various  stations  of  l^epresentative  m  Congress,  member  of  the 
State  constitutional  convention,  and  the  responsible  office  of  a  Federal 
Judge,  when  this  removal  from  his  duties  in  the  prime  of  life  may  well 
be  lamented,  and  we  therefore  here  accord  our  sincere  legret  over  lus 
untimely  death  as  a  public  loss,  one  which,  as  a  community  and  State,  we 
shall  feel  for  a  long  time  to  come." 

The  substance  of  points  made  on  the  occasion  by  sonie  of  the  most 
prominent  members  of  the  profession  in  attendance  at  the  meeting  may 
serve  to  give  a  better  insight  into  the  character  of  the  great  jurist.  One 

of  them  said,  "the  facility  with  which  he  mastered  maritime  law  was  aston- 
islltng.  It  illustrateia  the  fact  that  he  was  well  grounded  in  a  general 
knowledge  of  the  principles  of  the  law  and  hence  had  a  good  foundation 
upon  which  to  build  his  subsequent  acquirements.  He  did  not  have  to 
acquire  a  knowledge  of  general  law  after  going  upon  the  Bench,  but  he 
developed  the  knowledge  previously  gained  and  added  wonderfully  to  it." 
Another  who  had  known  Judyc  T.onfOi/ear  from  boyhood  and  who  had 
been  his  schoolmate  and  playmate,  and  later  liad  seen  much  of  him  in 
legal  practice,  expressed  his  peculiar  satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  discharged  the  duties  of  judge  and  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
treated  both  advocates  and  parties.  Judge  C.  I.  Walker,  who  had  known 
him  for  twenty  years,  and  met  him  professionally  as  opposing  counsel  in 
numerous  casps,  and  wac  well  acquainted  with  his  success  as  a  commercial 
lawyer,  and  his  distinguished  service  in  Congress,  said:  "There  was  a 
suspicion  in  the  minds  of  those  who  did  not  know  him  at  the  time  of  his 
appointment  to  the  judgeship  that  he  was  not  just  the  man  for  the  place. 
But  in  this  there  was  a  general  surprise.  Even  those  who  believed  he 
would  do  well  upon  the  Bench  were  not  prepared  to  believe  he  would  do  so 
well.  I  never  «aw  a  mnn  who  seemed  to  be  «o  exactly  fitted  for  the  position 
he  occupied  as  did  Judge  Longyear  upon  the  Bench.  There  was  m  him  an 
innate  love  of  justice,  conscientious  faithfulness  and  a  desire  to  do  all  that 
one  in  his  position  might  do."  Alfred  Russell  said:  "Judge  Longyear 
was  beloved  as  a  friend.  He  united  in  himself  every  distinguishing  char- 
acteristic of  a  faithful  judge.  He  was  patient  to  hear,  listening  to  every 
argument  that  was  presented  to  his  attention,  no  matter  from  whom  it 
came.  The  youngest  and  least  experienced  mendicr  of  the  Bar  received 
no  less  attention  than  the  oldest.  He  was  a  laborious  investigator. 
He  worked  hard  on  his  opinions,  too  hard  for  the  good  of  his  health,  hav- 
ing a  laudable  ambition  to  make  himself  known  through  his  opinions.  He 
had  the  peculiar  ability  so  necessary  to  a  judge  to  elaborate  and  weigh  and 
then  decide;  and  when  he  did  decide  he  was  rarely  wron^. "  George  V. 
N.  Lothrop,  who  iiad  known  Judge  Longyear  in  the  practice,  had 
met  him  in  the  constitutional  convention,  of  which  he  himself  was  a  mem- 
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ber,  regarded  him  almost  as  a  model  judge;  one  who  was  filled  with  the 
measure  of  usefulness  and  had  won  ripe  honors  upon  the  Bench ;  who  as 
a  judge  was  patient,  temperate,  free  from  partisanship,  laborious  in  his 
investigation  and  careful  to  do  justice;  a  dear  friend,  an  eminent  judge,  a 
useful  citizen  and  a  good  man.    Judge  Longyear  occupied  the  Bench  only 
five  years  and  yet  established  a  reputation  for  learning  in  the  law  and 
ability  to  determine  its  proper  construction,  and  the  rights  of  parties  to  a 
contest,  second  to  that  of  no  judge  in  the  United  States.    He  was  affable 
and    companionable    under  all  circumstances;   firm  in  his  convictions, 
unyielding  in  his  disposition  to  do  right  and  render  equal  and  exact  justice 
to  all.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  presence,  as  well  as  nobility  of  character.  There 
was  that  in  his  personality  which  commanded  attention,  respect,  admira- 
tion and  love.    He  was  absolutely  honest.    The  kindness  of  his  heart  was 
as  noteworthy  as  the  strength  of  his  intellect-    He  may  fitly  be  mentioned 
as  one  of  the  ablest  and  one  of  the  best  jurists  that  ever  occupied  the 
Bench  of  a  United  States  Court  in  Michigan,    His  mind  was  pre-eminently 
judicial.    It  was  easy  for  him  to  be  impartial;  natural  for  him  to  be  just. 
He  could  not  be  unkind  or  ungenerous  without  violence  to  his  nature. 
His  opinions  arc  regarded  by  the  profession  not  simply  as  an  expression  of 
the  law,  but  as  the  highest  authority  most  felicitiously  expressed.    In  their 
composition  his  judgments  declared  the  essence  of  the  taw.    Their  clear- 
ness was  equaled  by  their  strength.    It  was  well  said  by  members  of  the 
profession  at  the  time  that  his  death  was  an  irreparable  loss  to  the  State. 
Judge  Henry  B.  Brown,  now  a  Justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court,  who  was  appointed  to  succeed  him  on  the  District  Bench,  paid  a 
delicate  and  deserv^ed  compliment  to  the  memory  of  Judge  Longyear  in 
his  address  to  the  Bar  ai  the  openinj^  of  his  first  term  of  court.     In  con- 
cluding he  said:  "Gentlemen,  i  ask  your  encouragement  and  assistance  in 
maintaining  the  practice  of  the  law  in  this  court  at  the  high  standard  it 
reached  under  my  lamented  predecessor.    If  I  can  succeed  in  bringing  to 
this  Bench  the  learning,  industry,   patience   am!    impartiality  which 
characterized   his  administration  of  justice  here,   I  shall  have  filled  the 
measure  of  my  ambition."    Judge  Longyear  was  married  soon  after  his 
location  in  Lansing  to  Miss  Harriet  Munro,  who  still  lives  in  the  place 
where  her  husband  won  renown  at  the  Bar.    One  son,  John  Munro  Long- 
year,  is  a  wealthy  citizen  of  Marquette,  well  known  throughout  the 
Northern  Peninsula;  a   second  son,  Howard  W.  Longyear,  M.D.,  is 
a  practising  denta'  surfreon  in  Detroit.    Their  only  daughter,  Miss  Ida, 
lives  at  Lansing  with  her  mother.    Judge  I.nnj^vear's  home  life  was  as 
pure  and  beautiful  as  his  professional  and  political  iitc  was  distinguished 
and  honorable.    His  memory  is  revered  by  the  surviving  members  of  his 
family  with  deeper  and  more  lasting  affection  than  can  pervade  the  hearts 
of  his  professional  brethren,  who  recall  his  lofty  aims  and  exalted  achieve- 
ments as  lawyer  and  jurist. 
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SOLOMON  SIBLEY,  deceased.    Judge  Sibley  has  been  styled  the 
"father  of  the  Detroit  Bar. ' '    He  was  descended  from  distinguished  ances- 
tors of  thf-  snme  name,  whose  gencalo^^y  is  traced  to  the  period  of  the 
Norman  Conquest.  Down  through  the  centuries  succeeding  that  time  his- 
tory has  preserved  the  name  Sibley,  through  a  record  of  the  deeds  of  its 
distingui^ed  representatives.    They  were  prominent  in  the  civil  wars  of 
Great  Britain  and  her  wars  with  foreign  nations.    They  were  no  less  distin- 
guished in  religion  and  the  arts  of  peace.    John  Sibley  I,  was  the  founder 
of  the  family  in  America.    He  came  to  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  from 
England  inspired  by  the  same  love  of  liberty  that  Jictuated  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers  who  planted  the  Plymouth  Colony  only  nine  years  before.  He  was 
of  sturdy  Puritan  stock,  preferring  freedom  of  conscience  in  matters  of 
religion  to  formal  worship  prescribed  by  the  Established  Church ;  willing 
to  endure  the  privations  and  discomforts  of  life  in  the  wilderness  of  a 
strange  continent  for  the  privilege  of  worshipping  God  in  Nature's  temples, 
guided  by  the  dictates  of  conscience  rather  liian  the  dictum  of  a  temporal 
ruler.    From  him  the  tamily  lineage  extendctl  in  the  New  World,  and 
the  number  of  its  members  who  achieved  fame,  honor  and  renown  lai^ely 
increased.     They  have  been  conspicuous  in  the  wars — to  establish  a  new 
and  independent  nation,  to  defend  it  against  invasion,  to  protect  it  from 
internal  enemies  who  sought  to  disrupt  it.    Tl.cy  have  been  prominent  in 
statesmanship,  in  jurisprudence,  in  -dl  of  tlic  Ic.inied  professions,  und  hon- 
orable in  the  inconspicuous  duties  of  private  citizenship.  Solomon  Sibley's 
life  history  began  in  New  England  before  the  Revolution  and  closed  in 
Detroit,  April  4,  1846.    He  was  born  at  Sutton,  Massachusetts,  October 
7,  1769,  in  the  "old  Heniy  Sibley  Stockwell  place."    His  father,  Reuben 
Sibley,  was  bom  in  the  same  place  February  20.  1743,  and  hi?  tyrandfathcr, 
loiiathan  Sibley,  was  also  born  there,  September  11,    1718.     He  was 
reared  and  educated  in  the  New  England  home  and  studied  law  in  the 
ofhce  of  William  Hastings,  of  Boston,  an  eminent  member  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bar.    Possessing  great  natural  abilities  and  special  aptitude  for 
the  law  he  rose  rapidly  in  the  profession,  even  in  Boston  where  natural 
gifts  were  supplemented  by  scholarship  and  culture,  and  many  advantages 
unknown  to  a  voung  community.     He  decidi  <1  \  ciy  early  to  locate  in  the 
Northwest  Territory  and  in  1795  came  to  Marietta,  Ohio,  only  seven  years 
after  the  first  settlement.    Halting  there  only  a  few  months  he  pushed  on 
to  Cincinnati  where  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Judge  Jacob  Burnet, 
then  a  prominent  lawyer  about  his  own  age,  subsequently  a  member  of  the 
first  Legislative  Council,  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio,  and  Sen- 
ator of  the  United  States,  a  man  of  rich  scholarship,  sound  learniii^^  in 
the  law,  author  of  many  statutes  and  a  historian  of  hitjh  rei)ute.     1  his 
partnership  was  dissolved  in  August.  1796,  when  Judge  Sibley  settled  in 
Detroit.    It  is  asserted  that  he  was  the  first  American  settler  after  the 
evacuation  of  the  town  by  the  British.    He  was  chosen  a  delegate  to  the 
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first  Territorial  l  egislature  of  the  Northwest  Territory  held  in  Chillicothe, 
Ohio,  in  1798,  and  cuntinued  to  be  a  member  of  the  body  unti!  Ohio  was  set 
off,  preparatory  to  assuming  the  obligations  of  statehood.  It  may  rea- 
sun«ibly  be  claimed  that  he  was  the  founder  of  the  Detroit  city  govern- 
ment, as  he  was  author  of  the  act  of  incorporation  and  his  influence  carried 
it  through  the  Legislature.  In  grateful  recognition  of  his  services  in  this 
behalf  he  was  tendered  "the  freedom  of  the  city'*  by  unanimous  vote  of 
the  council.  In  1806  he  wa«?  apyiointed  mayor  of  the  city  by  Governor 
Hull  and  discharged  the  duties  ot  chief  executive  with  ability,  courage  mad 
fidelity.  The  law  invested  the  mayor  with  autocratic  power  —  at  least  for 
obstructing  legislation.  It  provided  that  "Every  act  or  bill  passed  by 
both  chambers  shall  before  it  becomes  a  law  be  presented  to  the  mayor  for 
his  approval,  and  if  not  approved 'shall  be  returned  to  the  chamber  where 
it  originated,  there  to  remain  in  statu  quo  until  the  Judgment  Day,  with- 
out further  consideration."  It  is  not  recorded  in  the  local  annals  that 
Mayor  Sibley  ever  exercised  this  absolute  power  to  the  detriment  of  the 
young  and  prosperous  city.  He  commanded  a  company  of  Rifles  at  the 
siege  and  surrender  of  Detroit  in  August,  18 12.  In  18 14  he  was  appointed 
auditor  of  public  accounts  and  held  the  office  three  years.  In  1815,  under 
the  wise  administration  of  General  Lewi-  Cass,  as  Governor,  the  city 
obtained  practical  control  of  its  own  affairs  and  he  was  appointed  one  of 
the  five  trustees  to  manage  the  business  of  the  municipal  corporation.  At 
the  same  time  he  was  selected  by  the  Governor  as  aide-de-camp  on  his 
official  staff.  In  1817  he  was  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  a  special  commissioner  to  ser\'e  in  connection  with  Governor 
Cass  in  negotiating  a  treaty  with  the  Indians  for  tlic  possession  of  certain 
territory,  within  the  borders  of  Michigan,  to  which  the  Indian  title  had 
not  been  extinguished.  The  mission  was  successful  and  the  State  acquired 
peaceable  possession  of  the  lands.  In  181 8  Mr.  Sibley  was  elected  a 
director  of  the  Bank  of  Michigan,  and  in  1820  he  was  elected  a  delegate  to 
represent  Michigan  Territory  in  the  Conp;rc=s  nf  rhc  United  States  —  a  terri- 
tory which  then  r-mbraccd  the  whole  of  \\  iscrm^in  and  a  strip  on  the  Maumec 
including  Toledo.  In  1&21  he  was  appointed  trustee  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  which  was  first  opened  in  Detroit.  In  1824  he  was  appointed 
Judge  of  the  Territorial  Court  and  occupied  the  Bench  until  1837,  serving 
as  Chief  Justice  during  the  last  ten  years.  After  his  retirement  from  the 
Bench  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  his  time  was  devoted  chiefly  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  his  fruit  farm.  He  found  this  a  pleasing  diversion,  a?  he  was 
extremely  fond  of  horticulture,  and  it  afforded  recreation  during  the  last 
years  of  a  busy  life,  engrossed  for  nearly  half  a  century  with  the  cares  and 
responsibilities  of  public  office.  His  death,  though  coming  peacefully  in 
the  fulness  of  time,  when  he  had  almost  reached  the  four-score  limit,  was 
lamented  universally  by  the  people  of  his  adopted  .State.  His  life  had 
been  full  of  honors,  but  it  had  also  nboundcd  in  tr^cfnlness.  For  more 
than  fifty  years  he  was  one  of  the  most  valued,  influential,  philanthropic 
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and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Detroit.    His  whole  life  stood  as  the 

representative  of  all  that  i?  pure  in  citizenship,  all  that  is  worthy,  honor- 
able and  progreshiVL'  in  a  public  officiLil.     He  was  be'oved  because  all  who 
met  hira  in  social  contact,  at  the  Bar,  or  in  the  transaction  of  public  busi- 
ness,  recognized  in  him  a  man  of  most  generous  disposition  and  purest 
integrity.    Members  of  the  Bar,  officials  of  the  various  courts  and  the 
most  prominent  citizens  of  Detroit  assembled  in  a  public  meeting  to 
express  their  appreciation  of  his  character.    A  fittinj^  testimoninl  was 
adopted,  and  a^  a  token  of  their  respect  for  the  dead  jurist  and  tlieir  -sor- 
row tor  hib  death,  members  of  the  Bar  wore  a  badge  of  mourning  ior  thirty 
da}rs.    Judge  Burnet,  already  referred  to  in  this  article,  refers  to  Judge 
Sibley  in  one  of  his  works  as  follows:    "He  was  one  of  the  most  talented 
men  in  the  House  of  Representatives;     Possessed  of  a  sound  mind, 
improved  by  a  liberal  education,  and  a  stability  of  character  that  com- 
manded general  respect,  he  seemed  to  have  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
his  fellow  members."    Hon.  George  C.  Katet*  said  of  him:     He  was  a 
most  honorable  judge,  careful  and  patient,  deciding  only  after  the  most 
mature  deliberation.    His  long  gray  hair,  protruding  ej^brows  and  heavy- 
set  jaw,  gave  him  very  much  the  appearance  of  Chief  Justice  Shaw,  of 
Massachusetts,  whom  Choate  compared  to  the  natives'  view  of  their  Indian 
God."    Judge  Sihley  '.vas  married  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  in  October,  l802, 
to  Sarali  Whipple  Sproat,  who  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  in  1782. 
She  was  the  only  daughter  of  Col.  Ebenezer  Sproat,  an  officer  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary army,  and  a  member  of  the  first  colony  of  settlers  at  Marietta  in 
the  spring  of  1788.    He  was  the  high  sheriff  that  led  the  parade  with 
drawn  sword  at  the  ceremonious  opening  of  the  first  court  in  the  Northwest 
Territory,  held  September  2,  1788,  of  v.Iiicli  (i'-ncral  Rufus  l'u*_nam  was 
the  presidmg  judge.  The  family  of  Sproat  was  distinguished  both  in  New 
England  and  the  west,  both  in  war  and  peace.  All  of  them  were  patriotic  and 
sensitive  to  the  cause  of  human  liberty.  Four  sons  were  bom  to  Judge  and 
Mrs.  Sibley:    Col.  Ebenezer  Sproat  Sibley,  of  the  regular  army;  Henry 
Hastings,  Alexander  Hamilton  and  Frederick  I?.    Of  the  five  daughters 
bom  of  the  same  marriage  Mi'^s  Sarah  A.  Sibley,  r^f  Octroit,  alone  is  liv- 
ing.   Frederic  B.  Sibley,  the  only  surviving  son,  is  a  worthy  citizen  of 
Detroit,  where  he  has  lived  continuously. 


SANFORD  M.  GREEN.  Bay  Tity.  Judge  Sanford  M.  Green  was 
born  May  30,  1 807,  in  Grafton,  Rensselaer  county,  New  York.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  in  limited  circumstances  and  he  was  employed  in  that 
occupation  until  nineteen  years  of  age.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  having  had 
no  opportunity  to  acquire  more  than  the  rudiments  of  an  education,  and 
being  ambitious  to  secure  the  advantages  wh:ch  education  might  afford,  he 
made  an  agreement  with  his  father  by  which  he  was  to  be  free  to  act  for 
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himself  upon  the  payment  of  a  stipulated  sum,  and  went  to  reside  with  a 
hnlf  brother  who  carried  on  a  farm  at  DeRuyten,  Madison  county,  and 
taught  a  school  in  winter.  By  the  assistance  of  this  brother  he  hecame 
qualified  to  teach  a  country  school  and  commenced  teaching  at  the  age  of 
nineteen,  in  a  log  school  house.  After  pursuing  his  studies  for  two  years 
more,  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  Watertown,  New  York,  at  the 
age  of  tv.  <'nty-one,  and  continued  the  same  until  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
1833.  The  last  three  years  prior  to  his  admission  were  spent  in  the  office 
of  Storktnf^  R'  Rrnnson,  who  were  among  the  most  dislinguislied  lawyers 
of  J^ortiicrn  New  York.  After  practising  his  profession  in  that  State  for 
about  four  years  he  became  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  new  town  of 
Owosso,  Shiawassee  county,  Michigan,  removed  his  family  to  that  place 
in  the  fall  of  1837,  and  continued  to  reside  there  until  the  spring  of  1843. 
Dnrint:  thi^  nrriod  lie  held  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney  for  that 
county,  ;in(i  ^mm  minor  offices.  In  the  fall  of  1842  he  was  fleeted  a 
Senator  HI  the  State  Legislature  from  the  Eighth  Senatorial  District,  for 
two  years,  and  during  the  session  of  1843,  he  was  a  member  of  the  judi- 
ciary committee,  and  during  the  session  of  1844  was  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee. During  that  session  a  bill  was  passed  in  the  Senate  authorizing 
the  Governor  to  appoint  a  commission  to  prepare  a  revision  of  the  statutes 
and  report  the  same  to  the  Legislature  at  its  session  in  1846.  Attcr  the 
bill  had  been  sent  to  the  House  the  question  as  to  who  should  be 
appointed  to  prepare  this  important  work  was  discussed  and  it  was  found 
to  be  the  general  wish  of  the  members  of  both  houses  that  Senator  Green 
should  receive  the  appointment.  But  by  a  provision  of  the  Constitution 
he  was  disqualified  to  receive  the  appointment  from  the  Governor  during 
tlie  tiiiu'  for  which  he  had  been  elected.  To  obviate  this  objection  the 
biil  was  amended  so  as  to  confer  the  power  of  appointment  upon  the 
Chancellor  and  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court;  the  amendment  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  Senate  and  Mr.  Green  received  the  appointment  upon  the 
nearly  unanimous  recommendation  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature.  In 
184c  he  was  re-electetl  to  the  Senate  and  served  durinc^  the  sc5?ions  of 
]H4ty  and  1847.  I.)iirin;.'^  the  session  of  l846  his  report  as  commissioner 
was  acted  upon,  amended  and  adopted,  and  pubijshed  as  "The  Revised 
Statutes  of  1846."  In  March,  184S,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Ran- 
som as  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  assigned  to  the  Fourth  Judicial 
Circuit,  the  State  being  then  divided  into  four  circuits,  and  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  performing  the  duties  of  Circuit  Judges.  lie  contin- 
ued in  office  by  virtue  of  that  appointment  until  i8qS,  when  a  new 
Supreme  Court  was  organized.  He  was  elected  a  Circuit  Judge  in  1857 
and  held  the  office  until  the  spring  of  1867,  when,  being  sixty  years  of 
age,  he  resigned.  He  then  removed  to  Bay  City,  and  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  pursued  until  the  6th  day  of  June, 
1872,  at  which  time  he  was  appninted  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
Circuit  Judge  of  the  E^hteenth  Circuit,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Judge 
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Grier.  Before  the  end  of  the  term  for  which  he  vfm  appointed  he  was 
elected  for  the  siiccpcdin^'  full  term,  and  was  n^^'m  elected  for  another  full 
term,  and  served  until  the  1st  of  Januar}',  1888,  when  his  surcessor  took 
his  seat  upon  the  Bench.  With  what  ability  and  fidelity  he  pcilonned 
the  duties  of  these  several  important  offices  for  a  period  of  nearly  thirty- 
five  years  the  record  is  in  evidence  and  the  testimony  of  the  Bar  is  avail- 
able. This  much  should  be  said :  The  business  of  his  courts  was  never 
allowed  to  accumulate,  and  as  a  rule,  all  business  ready  to  be  acted  upon 
wa-;  disposed  of  at  eacli  trrm.  He  performed  all  judicial  duti^^s  with  ability 
recognized  by  tlie  Bar  and  with  impartiality  which  commended  his  judg- 
ments, in  i860  Judge  Green  published  a  treatise  on  the  Practice  of  the 
Circuit  Courts,  which  was  adopted  and  used  as  a  standard  work  on  the 
practice  in  Michigan,  of  which  over  twelve  hundred  copies  were  sold.  In 
1876  and  '77  he  published  a  large  work  on  the  Practice  of  the  Courts  of 
Common  Law  of  the  State  of  Michif^an,  In  two  volumes.  The  first  edition 
of  one  thousanti  copies  ol  this  work  having  been  exhausted,  the  author 
prepared  a  second  edition,  which  was  published  by  Callaghan  &  Co.,  of 
Chicago,  in  1884,  they  having  purchased  the  copyright  from  him.  In 
1879  he  published  a  treatise  on  Townships,  and  the  Powers  and  Duties 
of  Township  Officers,  with  an  appendix  of  Forms.  This  book  had  an 
extensive  sale  and  was  so  hitrhly  esteemed  that  the  Legislature  of  j88t 
passed  an  act  pro\  idini;  f  ir  the  purchase  by  the  Stale  tii  a  sutficient  num- 
ber of  copies  of  a  new  edition  of  the  work  to  supply  eight  of  the  township 
officers  in  each  of  the  townships  of  the  State.  This  second  edition  was 
published  in  1882  and  ten  thousand  copies  of  it  purchased  by  the  State 
for  distribution  under  the  act  aforesaid.  Since  his  retirement  from  the 
Bench  Jndj:;!'  Green  ha^  fini  ;lu:d  the  preparation  of  a  new  work  entitled 
''Crime — its  Nature,  (."auses,  1  reatinent  and  I'revention, "  which  was  pub- 
lished by  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  with  a  portrait  of  the  author,  in  1889. 
This  book  has  elicited  many  high  commendations  from  the  leading  public 
journals  of  the  country,  and  is  regarded  by  the  author  as  the  most 
important  work  of  his  life.  Since  the  publication  of  this  work,  in  conse- 
quence of  impaired  vision,  he  has  refrained  from  literfiry  pursuits  and  is 
now  devotinci  his  attention  to  the  manutaciuring  business,  m  which  he  has 
become  largely  interested.  For  more  than  haii  a  century  Judge  Green 
has  been  estimated  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  and  jurists  of  Michigan. 
All  who  know  him  speak  his  praise — as  lawyer,  judge,  author,  legislator 
and  citizen.  His  life  has  been  filled  with  usefulness  and  crowned  with 
honor.  No  man  in  the  State  has  deserved  or  received  the  confidence  of 
the  profession  to  a  greater  degree.  Having  been  active  «o  long  it  seems 
impossible  for  him  to  rest  in  idleness.  He  finds  recreation  in  changes  of 
employment.  That  he  was  able,  when  almost  ninety  years  of  age,  to  turn 
from  authorship  and  the  practice  of  the  law  to  engage  in  a  manufacturing 
business  successfully  evidences  remarkable  versatility  as  well  as  vigor. 
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SOLOMON  L.  WITHEY,  late  of  Grand  Rapids.  Solomon  L. 
Withey,  late  Jvidge  of  tlio  United  States  District  Court  of  the  Western 
District  of  Michigan,  was  born  at  St.  Albans.  Vermont,  April  21,  1820, 
and  died  in  San  Diego,  California,  April  25  1886.  He  was  of  Scotch 
descent  through  several  generations  of  patriotic  American  ancestry.  The 
family  settled  in  Vermont  during  the  colonial  period.  His  grandfather, 
Silas  Withey,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  his  father,  Gen,  Solo- 
mon Withey,  a  commander  of  the  State  militia  and  one  of  the  early  sher- 
iffs of  Kent  county.  He  received  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  St. 
Albans,  but  came  west  in  early  boyhood  with  his  father's  family  and 
located  at  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio.  Here  he  worked  and  attended  school 
until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  left  home  and  took  employment  in 
Canada  as  merchant's  clerk  for  a  year.  From  the  age  of  sixteen  he  not 
only  supported  himself,  but  assisted  materially  in  the  management  of  his 
father  s  HiLiirs.  In  1837  General  Withey 's  family  removed  to  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan,  and  soon  afterwards  Solomon  paid  a  visit  to  the  new 
home.  He  was  then  seventeen,  and  after  earnest  consultation  with  his 
parents  it  was  decided  that  he  should  complete  his  education  and  enter 
the  profession  of  law.  With  that  end  in  view  he  returned  to  Cuyahoga 
Falls,  where  1ip  r^ttended  the  academy  for  one  year.  The  condition  of  his 
father's  business  at  that  time  required  his  return  10  Grand  Rapids,  said  his 
literary  education  was  ended,  at  least  so  far  as  attendance  at  school  was 
concerned.  He  was  not  disposed,  however,  to  rest  with  the  accomplish- 
ments already  acquired,  but  devoted  every  leisure  hour  to  the  reading  and 
study  of  books.  In  this  way  he  gained  a  valuable  and  extensive  knowl- 
edge of  the  science^,  of  history  and  literature.  When  about  nineteen 
year!?  of  age  he  bcj^;an  the  study  of  law  in  the  oftice  of  Rathbone  &  Martin, 
the  former  of  whom  was  the  first  lawyer  to  settle  in  Grand  Rapids.  He 
read  faithfully  under  the  instruction  of  this  firm  until  he  was  prepared  for 
admission  to  the  Bar,  which  took  place  May  17,  1843.  For  the  next  year 
he  remained  in  the  office  with  Mr.  George  Martin,  who  subsequently  became 
Cliief  Justice  of  the  Su]>reme  Court  of  Michigan,  and  then  opened  an  office 
for  practice  on  hi>^  own  account.  During  the  course  ol  his  study  he  had 
become  thoroughly  laruiiiar  with  the  principles  of  jurisprudence  and  gener- 
ously equipped  by  reading  on  subjects  not  directly  connected  with  the 
law.  His  professional  partnerships  at  different  times  were  with  George 
Martin,  John  Ball,  George  Gray  and  E.  S.  Eggleston,  all  of  them  men 
who  have  left  e'.idences  of  largc-mi'ndedness  and  successful  practice. 
Judge  Withey  ^^oon  established  him.self  as  a  lawyer,  not  only  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  Bar,  but  with  a  large  clientage.  He  served  as  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate from  1848  to  1852.  The  first  year  of  the  war  he  was  elected  State 
Senator,  and  served  one  term.  This  is  the  only  political  ofRce  he  ever 
held.  When  the  State  of  Michigan  was  divided  into  two  judicial  districts 
for  United  States  courts  he  was  appointed  and  commissioned  by  President 
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Lincoln  as  Judge  of  the  Western  District.  This  commission  bore  date 
of  March  ii,  1863,  and  he  continued  in  service  on  the  Bench  with  very 

marked  ability  and  perfect  satisfaction  to  the  Bar.  until  the  day  of  his 
dentil.  He  was  ciiosen  a  member  of  the  constitutional  toinriuidn  of  the 
Stale,  held  in  l86^,  and  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  judiciary  commit- 
tee. The  Governor  selected  and  appointed  fiim  one  of  the  eighteen 
members  of  the  constitutional  commission  of  18^3,  and  he  was  made  chair- 
man of  the  judiciary  committee  of  that  body.  All  of  these  important 
tr-jsts  v,'ere  accepted  with  a  due  sense  of  the  responsibility  the  acceptance 
imposed  and  every  duty  was  discharged  \v  ith  ronsrient ious  ndch'tv.  He 
was  a  director  ot  the  First  National  Baiik  and  exhibited  unusual  capacity 
in  financial  matters.  This  capacity  appears  to  have  been  transmitted  to  his 
son,  L.  H.  Withey,  president  of  the  Michigan  Trust  Company.  The 
opportunity  to  decline  high  office  does  not  come  to  many  men,  and  few 
of  those  who  are  thus  complimented  have  the  disposition  to  decline  the 
proffered  honor.  Judge  Withey  was  the  exception.  General  Grant 
appointed  him  Judge  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  for  the  Sixth 
Circuit,  comprising  the  states  of  Michigan,  Ohio,  Kentucky  and  Tenessee, 
and  even  executed  his  commission.  The  offer  was  tempting;  the  oflfice 
is  one  of  great  dignity  and  honor;  and  Judge  Withey  appreciated  the 
compliment  paid  to  him  in  being  thus  chosen.  He  was  not  ungrateful, 
and  had  no  desire  to  =hirk  a  duty.  It  appeared  to  him  that  his  higher 
duty  lay  in  his  own  State  and  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  District 
Judge.  Furthermore  his  love  of  home  and  devotion  to  the  interests  of  his 
family  were  considerations  which  influenced  him  to  decline  the  commis- 
sion. He  was  not  ambitious  in  the  generally  accepted  meaning  of  that 
term ;  but  his  chief  ambition  was  to  discharge  honestly  the  obligations  of 
citizenship  and  the  personal  and  professional  duties  as  they  came  to  htm 
daily.  He  appeared  to  have  an  intuitive  perception  of  equity  and  justice. 
While  in  the  Senate  he  stood  against  the  indiscriminate  donation  of  lands 
of  the  State  to  railroad  companies.  His  position  that  the  donations  should 
first  be  earned  by  the  completion  of  railroads  was  afterwards  signally  vindi- 
cated by  the  wrongs  and  oppression  which  grew  out  of  a  disregard  of 
his  advice.  The  business  of  the  court  over  which  he  presided  was  so  great 
as  to  overtax  his  strength  and  death  came  to  liim  while  sojourning  in  the 
southwest,  in  the  vain  endeavor  to  recover  health.  The  records  of  the 
courts,  both  in  Grand  Rapids  and  the  whole  State  contain  the  highest 
testimonials  to  his  character.  At  a  meeting  of  the  United  States  District 
Court  held  May  8,  1S86,  and  presided  over  by  Judge  Sage,  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  these  testimonials  were  adopted  a«  a  memorial,  to  which  members 
of  the  Bar  added  appropriate  expressions.  In  part  the  memorial  is  copied 
here: 

•'The  departed  Judge  was  m  private  liie  an  exemplar  of  the  qualities 
of  kindness,  courtesy  and  charity  to  all,  and  bound  by  the  strongest  ties  of 
love  to  his  home,  his  wife  and  children.    With  the  city  of  Grand 
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Rapids,  the  county  of  Kent,  and  the  Slate  of  Michigan  he  had  sustained 
important  civic  relations  aad  in  tliem  had  earned  a  high  repute.  He  took 
a  strong  interest  in  municipal  matters,  in  the  establishment  of  educational, 
rehgious  and  financial  invtitntions  ^nid  other  public  enterprises.  He  filled 
high  offices  of  the  county  and  the  Slate  with  excellent  judgment,  unques- 
tioned intcgi'ily  and  unusual  devotion  thereto  of  time  and  labor,  thus  com- 
manding the  confidence  and  gratitude  of  business  associates,  of  his  imme- 
diate constituents  and  of  the  people  of  the  State.  Upon  the  creation  of 
the  Western  District  of  Michigan,  he  was  appointed  the  first  District  Judge 
and  thenceforth  presided  over  the  tribunal;  considered  and  adjudged 
many  questions  of  complexity  arising  'on  land  and  from  the  sea;'  adjudi- 
cated cases  presented  under  the  laws  oi  the  State  Legislature  ai>d  of  the 
Federal  Congress,  and  under  the  State  and  Federal  constitutions,  exhtbit- 
inj_;  the  moral  and  mental  powers  which  had  previously  marked  his  public 
career  and  crowned  his  merits  as  a  man,  citiicen  and  representative  of  the 
people  with  the  honor  of  a  pure,  learned,  impartial  and  dignified  magis- 
tracy under  a  national  commission." 

Judge  Stone  said,  substantially:  '*in  speaking  of  the  life  of  Judge 
Withey  the  plainest  truth  is  highest  eulogy,  and  we  need  not  resort  to  any 
studied  phraseology  from  the  fear  that  i  frt;edom  of  expression  might 
unwittingly  uncover  charrxtcristir  faults,  for  In:  w.is  .t  r'lan  of  nnusual 
moral  excellence  and  purity.  He  wa.s  a.  aiua  oi  Lunviciions,  ciilcriai'.iing 
clear  views  on  all  social  and  moral  questions  and  ever  ready  to  give  expres- 
sion to  his  views.  Hi  was  a  m;in  cif  .iff  ilrsaui!  became  early  idrntini  d 
with  the  growth  and  prosperity  oi  his  adopted  city  and  State;  and  with 
their  financial,  educational,  social  and  commercial  interests.  A  half  century 
of  such  ceaseless  activitv  in  buM'ucs-  and  :n  i^O'id  doin;.-  ;t\\<\  livinry  could 
not  fail  to  endear  him  to  the  people  of  the  Grand  River  Valley  and  of 
the  whole  State.  In  each  position  that  he  occupied  before  the  public  he 
showed  himself  a  man  of  integrity,  of  a  sound  and  discriminating  judg- 
ment, and  possessed  of  a  capacity  that  enabled  him  to  fill  it  with  honor  to 
himself  and  advantage  to  the  State.  As  the  first  judge  of  this  court  the 
labor  of  his  maUue  years  was  performed  and  we  bear  united  testimony  to 
his  learning  and  ability  .t  lawyer  and  a  jurist,  and  wo  have  all  been  wit- 
nesses of  his  ability  and  fidelity.  The  administraiion  of  justice  in  this 
district  and  State  will  long  bear  the  impress  of  his  enlightened,  vigorous 
and  active  mind.  The  combination  of  intccynty  and  efficit  ncy,  of  pru- 
dence and  courage,  of  kindness  and  firmneiis,  of  love  of  ju:>tice  and  chris- 
tian virtue,  which  formed  his  character,  is  not  often  found.  As  a  man 
of  e.xten.sive  business  cq-kk  cll< mis  ]\'v-  o|)::iinns  were  sought  after  and 
respected,  and  his  punctuality  in  the  performance  of  every  obligation  was 
an  example.    Judge  Withey *s  life  work  was  well  done." 

Hon.  L<  D.  Norris  said,  among  other  things:  "He  was  my  friend. 
I  knew  his  worth  and  so  did  all.  During  thc^c  closing  scrne=  nf  hi?  life- 
work  the  turning  kaleidescope  has  moved  to  many  startling  changes.  It 
turned  backward  nineteen  years  and  showed  me  the  always  pale,  dignified 
and  kindfy  fare  o'"  nur  departed  friend  cominiy  up  the  step^  of  the  old  hall 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  at  Lansing,  at  the  era  of  the  Third  Con- 
stitutional Convention  in  company  with  Gov.  McClelland  and  our  much 
esteemed  Minister  to  Russia,  Mr.  Lothrop.  This  Avas  our  first  meeting. 
I  recall  the  topic  there  discussed — some  wise  constitutional  plan  whereby 
municipalities  should  be  limited  in  power  to  create  bonded  debt.  Yet  all 
wise  plans  failed  and  by  another  turn  of  the  kaleidescope  I  see,  ten  years 
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later,  that  jusl  Judge  upon  the  l^enel:  .iru!  iri\'=:clf  anrl  others  at  the  Bar 
asking  and  obtaining  judgments  upon  bonded  municipal  debts,  far  up  in 
the  hundreds  of  thousands  and  the  end  not  yet.  And  so  in  life's  fitful 
fever  does  it  often  happen  that  he  who  fails  to  het  d  wise  counsel  is  fated 
to  be  cnrrecteH  at  the  hands  of  the  counsellor.  Hut  I  may  not  linger 
lunger  than  to  lay  one  loving  tiibute  upon  his  tomb.  Since  that  pleasant 
summer  of  our  6rst  acquaintance,  fifteen  years  of  which  was  as  constant  and 
intimate  as  the  rchitiitn  of  Bench  and  Bar  can  make  it,  durinty  many  excit- 
ing and  earnest  trials  involving  large  interests  and  close  questions — looking 
back  over  it  all,  I  recall  not  one  word  that  ever  fell  from  the  lips  of  our 
learned  and  courteous  ruler,  personal  to  myself  or  others,  that  he  ought  not 
to  have  spoken." 

J  udge  Sage  delivered  an  appropriate  address  from  which  the  follow- 
ing sentences  are  quoted:  "I  have  learned  here  much  to  my  gratification 

in  what  hif^h  esteem  he  was  held,  amonfx  those  intimately  acquainted  with 
him,  both  at  tht  Bar  and  generally  among  citizens,  I  can  also  say  that 
his  reputation  with  members  of  the  Bar  from  abroad  was  that  not  only  of 
a  jii'?t  and  upright  judge,  but  a  judge  of  very  marked  ability  and  thor- 
oughly devoted  to  the  duties  of  his  office.  He  was  neither  a  bigot  nor  a 
Pharisee;  but  he  had  that  high  and  lofty  conception  of  Christianity  which 
made  him  a  true  eliristian  i^entlem.in.  His  kindne-^s  rnaiiifested  itself  to 
all  who  came  before  him  and  especially  to  the  younger  members  of  the 
Bar.  His  evenness  of  temper  and  soundness  of  judgment  were  owing  to 
his  christian  character  as  much  as  to  hb  legal  mind." 

Judge  Withey  was  married  in  1845  to  Marian  L.  HinsdiU,  a  member 
of  a  Vermont  family  and  a  lady  of  culture  and  intelligence,  who  was  gener- 
ous an?!  philanthropic.  His  home  life  \va«  indeed  beautiful,  exhibiting 
the  fruits  of  love,  devotion  and  domestic  confidence.  When  the  judge 
was  nearing  the  sunset  of  life  he  sought  rest  and  recreation  on  the  Pacific 
coast  in  the  balmy  atmosphere  of  Southern  California.  Death  came  to 
him  on  the  evening  of  a  beautiful  Easter  day,  when  his  faithful  wife  and 
daughter  were  at  his  sifie  as  ministering  angels.  It  came  quietly  and 
peacefully  to  one  who  was  well  ready.  In  1848  Judge  Witht  y  united  with 
the  Congregational  Church,  in  which  his  membership  was  rctaint;d  and 
which  he  assisted  greatly  by  the  purity  of  his  life,  the  wisdom  of  his  coun- 
sel and  the  generosity  of  his  gifts.  He  was  tolerant,  charitable,  practical 
and  conservative;  loving  that  which  was  riglit  because  it  was  right,  and 
maintaining  at  all  times  an  irreproachable  christian  character. 

"Pe»ee  to  th*"  ju»t  man'*  memory, 
tt  will  grun  greener  in  the  lapse  of  time 
And  blossom  tiirongh  tiie  flight  of  ages." 
Some  precious  things  do  perish 
Out  of  life.   The  melody  trembliog 
On  t^ie  chords  after  the  sung  sutig 
Sinks  slowly  talo  sikocc  cvcilasiiag. 
The  light,  ilogerlng  in  the  clouds 

After  rhr  hrightr^^t  day  i'^.  done, 

A)  last  dies  out  in  shadowy  darkness. 

But  the  life  attuned  to  justice  and  good  deeds 

Goes  on  forever  through  their  silent  influence. 


/' 
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VVILI.I.AM  M.  FENTON,  late  of  Flint.  Col.  Wilhajn  IM.  l-  i  nton 
was  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  Michigan  for  a  period  of  more  than 
thirty  years.  He  was  born  in  Norwich,  Chenango  county,  New  York, 
December  19,  1808.  His  preparatory  education  received  careful  supervi- 
sion and  he  was  graduated  from  Hamilton  College  in  1826,  with  the  honors 
nf  his  class.  Within  a  year  thereafter  he  shipped  from  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  as  n  connnon  sailor.  Four  years  later  he  became  first  mate  of  a 
mercliaiitman  and  declined  to  accept  the  offer  of  a  captaincy  on  a  similar 
vessel.  After  eight  years  of  seafaring  life  he  returned  to  his  native  State 
and  was  married  to  a  daughter  of  Judge  Birdsall,  of  Norwich,  New  York, 
in  1835.  In  July  of  that  year  he  settled  with  his  young  wife  in  Pontiac, 
Michigan.  In  1837  he  removed  to  Genesee  county,  where  he  engaged  in 
mercantile  millin;:^  business  and  in  real  estate  transactions.  He  founded 
the  village  of  Fenton,  which  was  the  place  of  his  residence  and  the  scat  of 
his  real  estate  operations  for  some  time.  In  1 842  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  after  passing  the  requisite  examination.  Two  years  later  he  was  nom- 
inated by  the  Democrats  for  representative  In  the  State  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated  with  his  party.  In  1846  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate 
to  represent  a  district  comprisin^y  the  counties  of  Genesee,  Oakland, 
Macomb  and  Livingston.  His  abilities  and  experience  in  affairs  enabled 
him  to  take  a  leading  position  in  the  Senate.  While  a  member  of  that 
body  he  was  instrumental  in  securing  the  passage  of  an  act  establishing  the 
State  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the  location  of  the  institu- 
tion at  Flint.  In  1848  and  again  in  1850  he  was  elected  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State.  In  1852  he  was  appointed  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Flint  by  President  Fierce  and  held  the  position  until  the  office  was 
removed  to  Saginaw.  He  was  chosen  mayor  of  Flint  and  exercised  the 
duties  of  that  office  for  a  term  of  one  year.  He  was  progressive  and  pub- 
lic-spirited in  the  chief  executive  office  of  the  city,  as  he  was  in  the  man- 
agement of  his  own  private  businp<;<.  When  the  wir  to  di«intpt  the  Union 
was  inaugurated  all  of  his  ent  iLMcs  and  inlluence  were  e.xerted  in  behalf  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  Stales.  He  offered  his  services  and  his 
fortune  freely  to  assist  in  maintaining  the  National  authority.  Foreseeing 
the  difficulties  and  possible  financial  embarrassment  at  the  opening  of  the 
civil  war  he  telegraphed  Governor  Blair,  tendering  five  thousand  dollars  of 
his  own  private  means  for  use  by  the  St.ite  in  tht-  equipment  of  Michigan 
troops.  Soon  after  the  first  call  for  voluntt  rrs  he  was  apfiointcd  Major  of 
the  Seventh  Regiment  Michigan  infantry,  but  before  muster  he  was 
appointed  Colonel  of  and  raised  the  Eighth  Michigan  Infantry,  and 
devoted  himself  with  hearty  enthusiasm  to  the  work  of  drilling  and  equip- 
ping the  soldiers.  He  possessed  extraordinary  capacity  for  organizing  and 
remarkable  executive  force.  The  regiment  was  made  ready  for  service 
with  wonderful  celerity  and  left  the  State  for  the  fnnu  Sept  ember 
1861.    CoioncI  Fenton  s  energy  and  zeal  inspired  every  member  of  the 
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regiment  with  a  spirit  of  aggre'^sive  activity,  soldierly  valor  and  military 
pride.     Perfect  di'scipHne  was  therefore  soon  obtained  in  his  command. 
The  regiment  embarked  at  Annapolis,  Maryland,  and  quickly  arrived  at 
the  front  as  part  of  the  expedition  to  Hilton  Head,  under  cpmrnand  of 
General  G.  W.  Sherman.    The  first  battle  in  which  it  participated  was  at 
Port  Royal,  November  7,  1861.    Subsequently  it  took  part  in  numerous 
engagements.    One  of  the  most  noteworthy  occurred  April  16,  1862.  In 
a  reconnoissance  commanded  hy  Colonel  Fenton  after  hh  command  had 
debarked  from  the  steamer  Honduras  at  Wilmington  Island,  Georgia,  the 
Thirteenth  Geor^a  regiment  was  encountered,  eight  hundred  strong, 
armed  with  Enfield  rifles.  The  Union  soldiers  under  Colonel  Fenton  drove 
the  enemy  from  the  field  in  confusion.  June  16,  1862,  Colonel  Fenton  led 
a  brigade  composed  of  the  Eighth  Michigan,  Seventh  Connecticut,  and 
Twenty-eif^hth  Massachusetts   reg^iments  in  one  of  the  most  andacions 
assaults  of  the  war.    It  was  an  attack  on  the  enemy's  works  at  Secession- 
vilk,  James  Island,  South  Carolina.    In  this  assault  the  Eighth  Michigan 
lost  185  men  out  of  535  engaged.    The  regiment  was  afterwards  in 
active  service  at  Bull  Run,  Chantilly,  Jackson,  Mississippi,  Campbell  Sta- 
tion, the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  Cold  Harbor,  Weldon 
Road,  and  at  other  places.    Its  joumcymgs  and  marches  were  almost  as 
tiumerous  as  the  ^nny  of  Xerxes;  so  that  it  was  known  as  the  "Itiner- 
ant Reijimenl.  "    After  two  years  of  unremitting  service  and  exposure  in 
the  field.  Colonel  Fenton  was  obliged  to  resign  his  commission  on  account 
of  impaired  health.    His  record  as  a  soldier  was  both  honorable  and  bril- 
liant.   On  his  return  home  he  was  nominated  as  the  Democratic  candidate 
for  Governor.  bt:t  the  party  failed  of  receiving  a  majority  of  the  votes, 
lie  (U'.otecl  his  tiine  and  en  cities  to  his  profession,  to  tlie  details  of  his 
private  business  and  tlie  improvement  of  his  real  estate.    He  erected  the 
fine  block  of  stores  with  the  public  hall  that  bears  his  name,  in  Flint.  In 
1868  the  wife  of  his  young  manhood,  who  for  more  than  thirty  years  had 
shared  his  trials  and  triumphs,  wa^  called  from  earth,  only  three  years  in 
advance  of  his  own  departure.     His  death  was  the  result  of  a  peculiar  acci- 
dent.     lie  was  chief  engineer  of  the  fire  department,  a  position  which  he 
liad  held  trom  llie  organization  01  the  present  city  government.  Called  out  in 
the  night  by  an  alarm  of  fire,  he  ran  against  a  post  with  such  force  as  to 
cause  internal  injuries  from  which  he  died  within  twenty-four  hours.  Thus 
it  may  be  said  that  his  zeal  in  the  discharge  of  a  public  duty  resulted  in 
the  loss  of  his  life,  November  i?.  187!.     The  event  cast  a  shadow  of 
gloom  over  the  entire  city.    At  a  public  meetincr  of  citizen*?  reseilulie'n!? 
were  adopted  expressive  of  the  sense  of  loss  sustained  by  the  community. 
Similar  resolutions  testify  ing  to  his  high  qualities  were  adopted  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Bar;  by  the  common  council  of  the  city;  by  the  fire  depart- 
ment; and  by  the  Commandety  of  Knights  Templar,  of  which  he  was  a 
member.    Most  of  the  business  houses  and  offices  in  Fh"nt  were  closed  on 
the  day  of  his  funeral,  and  draped  as  an  indication  of  the  general  sorrow. 
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Colonel  Fen  ton  was  a  ripe  scholar,  an  able  lawyer  in  the  man^ement  of 

cases,  and  a  wise  counsellor  of  clients.  There  was  in  his  n  itun-  combined 
such  a  due  admixture  of  the  elements  which  go  to  make  uj)  a  true  and 
exalted  manhood  that  he  filled  with  equal  perfection  the  relations  of  neigh- 
bor and  friend,  husband  and  father,  citizen  and  gentleman.  The  best 
adornment  of  his  life  was  his  christian  character.  The  entire  confidence  of 
his  fellow  citizens  was  extended  to  him  in  every  relation,  whether  of  public 
office  or  private  citizenship.  He  left  four  children:  Ada  B.,  wife  of  Hon. 
William  B.  McCreery,  who  died  ten  years  ago;  Henry,  a  real  estate  d«:aler 
in  Bay  City;  J.  Brush,  a  resident  of  Flint;  and  Sarah  6.,  who  died  in  1878. 


JOHN  MOORE,  Saffinaw.  Hon.  John  Moore,  former!  v  Circuit 
Judge,  was  born  in  London,  England,  February  7,  1^26.  The  family 
belonged  to  that  middle  class  of  English  society  which  is  the  bulwark  of 
the  British  Empire,  and  is  becoming  more  and  more  potential  as  the  years 
go  by.  When  Judge  Moore  was  four  years  of  age  his  family  emigrated  to 
America  and  for  the  next  four  years  his  life  was  passed  in  Cooperstown, 
New  York.  (>nf»  of  the  pleasing  memories  cf  his  boyhond  h  a  I'rrshy- 
terian  Sunday-schooi  of  which  he  was  a  member,  conducted  in  the  dining 
room  of  the  house  of  J.  Fenimore  Cooper.  When  he  was  eight  years  of 
age  the  family  home  was  established  in  the  wilds  of  Michigan,  at  Milford, 
Oakland  county.  He  became  familiar  with  ihi-  h  itdships  and  privations 
incident  to  frontier  life  and  the  work  of  clearing  a  farm.  He  was  accus- 
tomed to  all  of  the  labor  which  tends  to  develop  a  good  physical  constitution, 
in  the  ab^nce  of  luxuries  and  some  of  the  common  comforts  of  life.  It  is 
a  kind  of  existence  which,  if  properly  appreciated,  becomes  a  means  of 
mental  discipline  that  adds  to  the  qualifications  of  a  man  for  large  and 
important  duties.  When  twenty  years  of  age  young  Moore  began  the 
study  of  law  at  Milford,  under  the  instruction  and  in  the  nflRco  of  Hon. 
Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  a  lawyer  and  jurist  of  high  standing  in  the  State. 
After  two  years  in  that  olticc  he  went  to  Detroit  and  continued  his  reading 
in  the  office  of  Lothrop  &  Duffield,  then  eminent  lawyers  who  afterwards 
gained  distinction  second  to  no  members  of  the  profession  in  the  State. 
It  was  a  privilege  for  a  young  man  to  enjoy  the  association  and  the 
instruction  of  such  capable  men  and  lawyers.  Hi-,  procrress  was  rapid  and 
his  acquirement?  substantial.  He  was  admittco  l'>  practice  as  an  attorney 
of  Uic  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  in  October,  1848,  when  twenty-two 
years  of  age.  He  first  located  for  practice  in  the  village  of  Fentonville, 
but  three  years  later,  in  1851,  settled  in  Saginaw  for  a  permanent  resi- 
dence. In  1855  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Saginaw  county, 
and  served  the  commonwealth  with  his  best  ability  and  unswervin;^  fidelity 
for  a  period  of  four  years.  The  lawyer-like  qualities  which  were  devel- 
oped during  his  incumbency  of  that  office,  and  the  high  cliaracter  which 
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he  established  for  integrity,  contributed  to  surround  him  with  a  large  num- 

ber  of  clients  who  bmtis^ht  him  a  lucrative  practice.  He  was  aided  in  the 
invfsf igation  of  ca-^f in  whirli  he  was  retained  by  the  habits  of  a  student 
and  the  application  of  a  lawyer  with  a  will  to  penetrate  the  core  of  every 
question  submitted  to  him.  He  therefore  became  interested  in  nearly  all 
of  the  important  litigation  of  his  circuit.  The  relations  of  a  lawyer  to  the 
community  in  which  he  lives,  and  the  public  character  of  his  professional 
business,  naturally  connect  him  with  politics  and  all  nf  the  important  inter- 
ests of  his  community.  Mr.  Moore  was  ekctcd  mayor  of  Saginaw  three 
succef55tve  years  and  declined  election  lor  llic  lourlli  term.  For  nearly 
twenty  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  ul  Education  —  most  of  the 
time  its  president.  In  18^1  he  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court 
of  the  Tenth  Judicial  Circuit,  upon  a  unanimous  petition  of  the  Bar  sup- 
plemented by  the  request  of  leading  citizens  of  all  parties.  The  circum- 
stances attending  this  appoinlm^nf  were  peculiar  and  exceptionally 
complimentary  to  Judge  Moore.  He  had  been  the  caiulidatt  ot  the 
Democratic  party  for  Governor  of  the  State  in  1S68,  and  although  a  larger 
vote  was  cast  for  him  than  had  ever  been  given  to  a  candidate  of  his  party 
in  the  State,  he  was  defeated  by  Governor  Baldwin,  to  whom  this  petition 
for  the  judgeship  was  addressed.  From  a  political  standpoint  the  position 
of  the  Governor  was  rather  embarrassing^.  He  was  urged  by  partisan 
friends  to  select  the  Judge  from  among  the  hiwyers  of  his  own  party,  but 
recognizing  the  legal  ability  and  the  estimable  character  of  Judge  Moore, 
and  entertaining  for  him  a  high  personal  regard,  which  was  increased  by 
his  bearing  as  a  competitor  during  the  gubernatorial  campaign,  he  made 
the  appointment  asked  for  by  the  Bar  ard  the  citizens  of  Saginaw.  It 
was  the  graceful  comijliment  of  a  political  adversary  well  bestowed.  At 
the  election  next  following  Judge  Moore  was  chosen  to  be  his  own  suc- 
cessor, without  opposition.  All  parties  united  in  his  election.  The  able 
and  impartial  manner  in  which  he  dischai^ed  the  duties  of  the  judicial 
office  justified  the  unanimity  with  which  he  was  chosen.  The  Judge  has 
always  affirmed  that  he  regarded  more  highly  the  comphnKnt  of  his 
appointment  and  the  unanimity  of  his  election  than  all  the  honors  and 
emoluments  of  the  office  multiplied  a  hundred  told.  The  business  of  the 
circuit  embracing  eight  counties  was  laige,  the  interests  involved  of  great 
magnitude,  and  the  duties  of  a  conscientious  Judge  were  so  exacting  that 
his  health  gave  way  under  the  strain  and  he  was  obliged  to  resign  before 
the  close  of  his  term,  in  1874.  In  1882  be  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Jerome  a  member  of  the  Tax  rommission  to  revise  thi;  complicated  tax 
laws  of  the  State,  and  althoncdi  ihi.-  nnly  I'l  niocrat  appointed  was  nnann- 
mously  confirmed  by  a  Republican  Senate,  and  made  chairman  of  the 
commission  by  a  vote  of  its  members.  After  his  retirement  from  the 
Bench  he  did  not  return  to  the  active  practice  in  the  management  of  liti- 
gated cases,  but  engaged  in  the  more  agreeable  as  well  as  profitable  busi- 
ness of  counsellor.    In  this  branch  of  legal  practice  he  has  won  a  reputa- 
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tion  surpassed  1)\  tluit  of  few  lawyers  in  the  State.  His  extensive  per- 
soTi  il  business  occupies  considerable  of  bis  time  and  he  i&  a  farmer  and 
block  breeder  by  way  of  recreation  as  much  as  for  the  profit  there  is  in  it. 
He  is  a  gentleman  whom  the  people  of  Saginaw  county  and  the  State  of 
Michigan  are  pleased  to  honor. 


JOHN  A.  £DGET»  late  of  Saginaw.  Judge  John  Allison  Edget  was  bom 
in  S^naw  township,  Saginaw  county,  Michigan,  August  8,  1 849,  and  died 
at  Flint,  February  10,  1894.  All  the  years  of  his  life  w  ere  spent  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  his  birth.  He  was  of  English,  French  and  Dutch  extrartion. 
His  father.  Henry  S.  Edget,  born  in  Green  county,  New  Ynrl;,  i-Sio.  was 
descended  from  a  union  of  English  and  French.  His  mother,  Eli^a  A. 
VanSickle,  was  born  in  Sussex  county,  New  Jersey,  in  1818,  was  descended 
from  the  thrifty  Dutch  people  who  formed  the  early  settlements  of  that 
State.  On  her  mother's  side,  Ik  .  vl  v;  r,  licr  extraction  was  English  and 
German.  The  father  and  mother  of  Judge  Edget  were  married  in  we-tern 
New  York  and  settled  in  Michigan  in  1843.  The  part  of  tin;  State  in 
which  they  settled  was  new  and  lie  was  born  in  the  mspirin^  atmospliere 
which  surrounds  pioneer  life.  He  was  not  permitted  to  er.juy  the  advan- 
tages in  boyhood  which  belong  to  the  wealthy  and  highly  favored  in  more 
populous  districts;  but  he  inherited  integrity,  manliness,  ambition  for 
better  things  and  a  will  to  acquire  them.  He  was  an  earnest  boy,  enter- 
ing heartily  into  the  work  of  the  hom  ,  wlictiu  r  it  was  indeed  work  or 
play.  No  lad  enjoyed  sports  more  than  he  and  none  entered  into  them 
with  more  zest.  None  improved  the  time  allotted  to  study  more' earnestly 
and  to  better  purpose.  His  physical  oi^anism  was  less  ru^ed  than  that 
of  most  of  his  associates  and  his  parents  wisely  kept  him  out  of  school  to 
lyivc  him  the  benefit  of  exercise'  in  the  pure  open  air.  until  he  was  ten 
years  of  z^c.  His  trLunin;;^  was  by  no  means  ncgjccted  until  that  time, 
for  his  tather  was  formerly  a  scliooi  teacher,  and  when  tiie  boy  entered 
school,  at  the  age  of  ten,  his  advancement  was  fully  equal  to  that  of  other 
boys  with  whom  he  would  naturally  be  classed.  He  was  studious  and 
persevering,  ambitious  to  excel  in  his  studies  and  to  make  the  best  prepar- 
ation possible  in  the  scliool  room  for  the  duties  that  waited  him  in  the 
lai^er  arena  of  public  affair-.  He  po-scssed  an  intense  nature  and  a 
strength  of  character  which  enabled  him  to  pursue,  without  flagging,  any 
end  at  which  he  aimed.  He  made  friends  because  he  was  sincere,  honest 
and  unselfish ;  and  the  friends  whom  he  bound  to  himself  in  boyhood  were 
his  friends  throughout  life.  He  was  naturally  a  leader,  not  by  force  of 
assumption  <.f  superioi  ity.  but  rather  by  virtue  of  his  ability  and  that 
indefinable  quality  in  man  which  always  command?  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence, of  equals.  He  readily  made  use  of  ail  tiie  means  provided  for  his 
intellectual  advancement,  whether  it  was  instruction  in  the  schools,  the 
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reading  of  books  or  discussions  in  the  lyccinn.    All  contribuu  d  to  the  sub- 
stantial attainments  which  made  up  or  entered  into  his  qualifications  for 
professional  work.    His  father  had  intended  him  for  a  career  in  the  law 
and  he  entered  upon  the  work  of  preparation  first  as  an  act  of  obedience. 
Soon,  however,  hejound  in  the  study  all  that  his  taste  required  and  all 
that  could  f^raiify  hi';  ambition.     Diirinsf  hi?  attendance  at  school  he  was 
also  employed  much  at  work,  soitu  times  tallying  lumber,  at  other  times 
writing  ia  a  county  office.    He  completed  a  course  in  the  high  school  and 
attended  business  college  for  a  year.    All  of  this  was  preparatory  to  the 
more  important  work  which  was  to  command  his  abilities  and  engage  his 
time  during  life.    He  read  law  and  performed  clerical  duties  for  a  year  in 
the  office  of  Perk  &  Clirk;  afterwards  he  continued  his  reading  in  the 
office  and  under  the  iiisiruc timi  of  Chauncey  H.  Gage,  who  was  subse- 
quently Circuit  Judge.     Fortified  witii  this  preliminary  reading  he  went 
to  the  Law  School  of  the  University  of  Michigan  and  completed  its  course, 
receiving  his  diploma  in  April,  1872.    For  a  year  thereafter  he  occupied 
an  office  alone  and  endeavored  to  build  up  a  practice.  This  was  difHcult 
and  slow,  owin^^  to  the  '^harp  competition  amonj;  older  lawyers.     And  so 
after  an  r\()rrience  (>f  one  year  he  formed  ;i  partnership  u  ith  D.  W.  Per- 
kins, who  liad  been  in  the  practice  for  several  years.  This  was  continued  for 
more  than  five  years,  in  which  he  made  steady  advancement  and  gained  a 
good  standing  at  the  Bar.    During  this  time,  in  the  year  1876,  he  married 
Miss  Mary  E.  Woodruff,  of  Saginaw,  a  member  of  one  of  the  pioneer  fam- 
ilies of  that  section  of  the  State  and  a  descendant  of  the  fi;--t  English 
colonists  in  America.     Two  daughters  were  born  of  this  marria;:;^,  I.ucy 
A.  and  Grace  M.    The  home  Hie  of  Judge  Edget  was  beautiful  and  happy. 
He  enjoyed  the  rest  which  home  is  designed  to  afford.    He  enjoyed  the 
companionship  of  wife  and  children.    He  was  there  renewed  by  the  inspir- 
ing influences  which  are  ever  felt  around  a  happy  hearthstone.    It  was 
there  that  his  best  recreation  wa^  obtained  and  there  he  tovcd  to  spend 
his  hours  of  leisure  which  soiru  !r.eii  [irefei-  to  pass  in  the  club  room.  In 
1879  he  formed  a  partnership  with  John  M.  Brooks,  a  man  who.se  qualities 
of  mind  supplemented  his  own  in  such  completeness  as  to  make  a  strong 
firm  for  the  practice  of  law.    They  were  friends  always  and  their  business 
ever  increased  during  their  association  together.    Their  practice  embraced 
every  class  of  civil  business,  but  it  was  their  cu'?tom  to  refuse  criminal 
cases.    For  three  successive  terms  Mr.  Edget  held  the  oCiice  of  city  attor- 
ney for  East  Saginaw,  by  appointment  of  the  common  council,  and 
declined  a  fourth  term  which  was  offered.    He  served  the  city  with  large 
ability  and  unswerving  fidelity.    His  private  business  was  always  subor- 
dinate to  that  of  the  public.    He  took  a  keen  interest  in  the  discussions 
leadings  to  the  consolidation  of  Satjinaw  and  East  Saginaw,  and  was  one 
of  the  most  influential  citi/ens  in  consuinniating  that  most  desirable  union. 
He  was  entrusted  with  ilie  preparation  of  the  charter  of  the  consolidated 
cities.    He  served  as  Judge  of  the  Tenth  Judicial  Circuit,  comprising  the 
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county  of  Saginaw,  first  by  appointment  of  the  Governor  and  afterwards 
by  election.  He  filled  the  position  admirably.  His  service  on  the  Bench 
was  distingfiiislred  by  ability,  industry' and  thoroughness;  by  the  prompt- 
ness and  honesty  of  his  decisions.  While  on  the  Bench  he  acquired  a 
reputation  broader  than  the  State.  He  could  have  had  the  nomination  of 
his  party  for  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  but  failing  health  prompted 
him  to  forbid  the  use  of  his  name.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  but 
not  a  narrow  partisan.  His  patriotism  was  always  above  his  partisanship. 
During  the  whole  course  of  his  professional  life  there  was  professional 
growth  as  observed  by  his  friends  and  members  of  the  Bar.  Ihis  growth 
was  the  result  of  his  devotion  to  the  work  of  his  profession  and  his  ambi- 
tion to  perform  well  whatever  he  undertook.  He  possessed  in  his  mental 
characteristics  all  the  essentials  of  a  good  lawyer  and  jurist.  He  was  con- 
fident of  himself,  without  conceit ;  ready  and  prompt,  without  ostentation. 
The  valuable  ch'entage  which  he  acquired  during  the  years  of  his  practice 
was  tlie  result  of  apphcatiun,  earnest  and  sincere,  to  all  the  duties  of  an 
attorney  and  fidelity  unwavering  to  the  interests  of  his  clients.  While 
building  a  business  that  was  prosperous  he  also  established  a  home  in 
which  love  and  confidence  reigned.  He  was  cut  down  in  the  very  prime  and 
blossom  of  life,  u  hen  many  years  of  growth  and  prosperity  might  reason- 
ably have  been  hoped  for.  The  Bar  of  Saginaw  gave  expression  to  senti- 
ments which  were  not  simply  eulogistic  of  the  man,  but  the  earnest,  hearty 
and  sympathetic  utterances  of  friendship.  These  expressions  were 
brought  out  at  a  meeting  called  to  take  action  upon  the  occasion  of  his 
death.  Addresses  were  made  by  all  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Bar 
and  several  who  had  occupied  the  Bench.  With  great  unanimity  they 
testified  to  the  strength  of  character,  rectitude  of  conduct  and  professional 
ability  of  J  udgc  Edget ;  to  his  strict  integrity,  high  attainments  and  great 
industry.  They  say  that  his  advancement  was  steady  and  uniform,  that 
he  never  retrograded  and  never  shone  by  a  reflected  light ;  he  possessed 
honesty,  integrity,  sincerity  and  candor,  politeness  and  industry.  His 
mind  was  clear,  his  habits  methodical,  his  capacity  for  work  immense.  He 
always  executed  well  whatever  he  undertooV:.  He  ranked  high  as  an  orator 
and  demonstrated  the  possession  of  a  firiancial  faculty  which  caused  him 
to  be  sought  as  a  trustee  and  financial  agent.  He  was  always  possessed  of 
a  high  standard  of  duty.  This  standard  was  not  personal.  He  never 
thought  to  inquire  what  anyone  else  would  do  under  like  circumstances. 
He  had  principles  which  were  his  constant  and  never-failing  guide.  He 
was  one  whose  patience  and  industry  seemed  untiring  and  always  well 
directed.  His  success  in  every  position  in  which  he  was  placed  is  a 
measure  of  that  industry.  Always  courteous,  always  kind,  always  polite 
to  everyone  with  whom  he  was  brought  into  contact,  his  life  seemed  to 
be  beyond  criticism.  He  was  a  fair  and  noble  model  for  each  to  follow  \ 
and  to  emulate.  Among  his  excellent  qualities  and  characteristics  were 
the  clearness  and  precision  with  which  he  thought  and  acted.  His 
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thoughts  were  always  clearly  and  tersely  expressed.  His  charges  to  the 
jury  were  models  of  perspicuity,  precision  and  accuracy.  His  character 
was  evenly  and  strongly  knit.    What  he  did  he  did  as  thoroughly  as 

possible,  ThoMoli  somewhat  reserved  and  apparently  cool  in  exterior 
deportment,  In;  IkuI  a  warm  heart  (or  his  friends.  He  enjoyed  conversa- 
tion and  was  a  delightful  companion.  He  was  always  a  growing  man, 
intensely  ambitious,  but  it  was  a  commendable  ambition.  He  left  an 
example  worthy  of  emulation.  In  the  consideration  of  cases  as  a  Judge 
he  had  no  thought  of  the  parties  in  the  case.  He  considered  himself  as 
the  exponent  of  the  law  and  his  first  question  always  was,  what  is  the 
l.-iw?  A  condeii;;c  li  c  stiitintt  of  the  lawyer  and  the  man  is  given  substan- 
tially in  the  resolution  adupled  by  the  Bar: 

" He  was  a  thoughtful,  earnest,  studious  man,  faithful  to  every  trust 
reposed  in  him.    His  career  as  a  lawyer  was  marked  by  a  steady  progress 

in  his  profession  to  the  time  \vh(  n  he  was  called  to  serve  as  Judge  of  the 
Tenth  Judicial  Circuit.  He  liad  then  attained  the  reputation  of  a  learned, 
skillful  lawyer  and  advocate.  His  reputation  had  extended  to  the  entire 
State  and  beyond  it'>  borders.  A.--  a  Judge  of  the  Circnit  he  was  honest, 
fearless,  painstaking  and  incorruptible.  He  brought  to  the  Bench  that 
same  high  standard  of  duty  which  ever  controlled  him  at  the  Bar.  While 
a  profound  student  of  the  learning  of  the  profession,  he  was  also  possessed 
of  a  knowledge  of  business  methods  and  financial  affairs  which  led  to  his 
employment  in  positions  of  trust  for  the  handling  of  large  properties,  and 
this  business  was  always  so  conducted  that  no  complaint  on  the  part  of 
those  interested  could  exist.  An  honest  mai,  an  earnest  and  eloquent 
lawyer,  a  learned  and  upright  judge. "  The  "  Winter  Club,  "  ol  which  Judge 
Edget  was  a  member,  thus  spoke  of  him:  "Genial  and  true  as  a  friend, 
he  (!''ve!.)pcd  a  purity  of  character,  an  integiity  of  parpo.se  that  no  act 
of  his  life  ever  sullied.  Modest  and  unassuming  always,  we  yet  instinc- 
tively looked  to  him  as  an  instructor,  adviser  and  friend." 


BENTON  HANCHETT,  Saginaw.  Benton  Hanchett  was  born  April 
6.  1835,  at  Marshall,  Oneida  county,  New  York.  His  father  was  Silas  H. 
Hanchett,  who  was  a  manufacturer  of  iron.  His  motlier  was  Eliza  Dyer. 
When  Benton  was  five  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  a  farm  in  Pal- 
ermo, Osw^o  county.  New  York.  He  was  raised  on  the  farm  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  having  during  that  time  the  opportunities  furnished 
to  farmers'  boys  by  the  common  school.  After  that  period  his  education 
was  continued  in  Falley  Seminaiy,  at  Fulton,  New  York,  and  in  Cazenovia 
Seminary,  at  Cazenovia,  New  York.  He  graduated  trom  the  State  and 
National  Law  School  as  Foughkeepsie,  New  York,  in  1858.  In  the  fall 
of  that  year  he  entered  the  law  office  of  A.  &  E.  Gould,  at  Owosso, 
Michigan,  and  in  July,  1 860,  became  a  partner  with.them  under  the  Arm  name 
of  Goulds  &  Hanchett.  In  1863,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Gilbert 
R.  Lyon,  at  Owosso,  under  the  name  of  Hanchett  &  Lyon.    In  1865,  he 
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removed  to  Sac^inaw  and  became  a  partner  with  Augustine  S.  Gaylord 
under  the  firm  nunie  of  Gaylord  &  Hanchett.  This  partnership  continued 
until  Mr.  Gaylord's  death,  in  1877.  In  1880  the  firm  of  Hanchett  & 
Stark  was  formed,  Mr.  Gilbert  M.  Stark  becoming  a  partner.  On 
the  1st  of  January,  1888,  the  firm  became  Hanchett,  Stark  &  Han- 
chett, by  Leslie  B.  Hanchett,  a  son  of  Benton  Hanchett,  becoming 
a  member  of  the  firm.  On  the  ist  of  January,  1894,  Mr.  Stark  retired, 
and  the  firm  tiicn  bccann  Hanchett  &  Hanciictt,  as  at  present.  In  1862 
Mr.  Hanchett  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Shiawassee  county, 
and  held  the  office  for  the  term  of  two  years.  In  1873  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  Saginaw,  and  was  re>elected  in  1874.  During  the  administra- 
tion  of  Governor  Cyrus  G.  Luce,  Mr.  Hanchett  .va=^  tendered  by  the 
Governor  the  appointment  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Michig^an,  which  aii[)oiiitTneiit  he  declined.  In  February,  1893,  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Harrison  Justice  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  Sixth  Circuit ;  the  appointment  was  favorably  reported  to 
the  Senate  by  the  Senate  judiciary  committee.  This  occurred  in  the  last 
days  of  the  session,  and  the  Congress  closed  without  action  being  taken 
upon  the  appointment.  Mr.  Hanchett  is  General  Attorney  for  the  F.  & 
P.  M.  R.R.  Co.,  and  trustee  of  the  Hoyt  Library.  He  married  Ann 
Broadwell,  of  Oswego  Falls,  New  York,  in  1861.  In  June,  1879,  Mrs. 
Hanchett  died.  By  this  marriage  he  had  a  son,  Leslie  B.  Hanchett,  who 
is  now  associated  with  him  in  business.  In  June,  1881,  he  was  married 
to  Mrs.  Susan  E.  Kimberly.  By  this  marriage  he  has  a  daughter,  Elisc 
Benton  Hanchett.  Mr.  Hanchett  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  lie  has 
never  sought  or  desired  political  oltice;  he  has  preferred  to  devote  himself 
to  the  practice  of  the  law. 


WILLIAM  GRAY,  deceased,  one  of  the  eminent  lawyers  of  Detroit. 
William  Gray  was  born  July  6,  1819,  in  CLaremorris,  county  of  Mayo,  Ire- 
land. He  was  the  fourth  son  of  John  Gray  and  Eliza  Wilson.  His  father 
was  a  prominent  and  estimable  citizen  of  the  North  of  Ireland,  who  held 
a  position  in  the  civil  government  and  resided  at  Claremorris  in  his  official 
capacity.  His  mother  was  a  beautiful  woman,  daughter  of  a  merchant, 
wealthy  and  accompli-^hed.  John  Gray  lived  as  a  -n-ntlcman  of  leisure 
for  some  time  and  afterwards  becoming  tired  of  an  aimless  life,  engaged 
in  business  with  success.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  educated  in 
Claremorris  and  Dublin  University.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  1840  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  and  for  some  time  thereafter  pursued  a  classical  course 
in  a  branch  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Tecumseh,  which  was  presi- 
ded over  by  hi«  elder  brother,  in  1842  he  located  in  Detroit  and  took 
up  ilu:  study  ot  law  in  the  office  of  Vau  Dyke  &  Harrington.  He  was 
bright  and  popular,  assiduous  in  his  studies  and  ambitious  to  gain  distinc- 
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tinn  in  the  profession  which  he  hail  cho-en.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Kent  Club,  nrw'anized  some  year<^.  prior  \o  that  by  lau'  «tiident-^  and  perpet- 
uated by  them  as  an  important  adjunct  of  their  preparation  lor  the  practice 
of  law.  Young  Gray  very  soon  took  high  rank  as  a  member  of  this  club 
by  reason  of  his  engaging  personality,  his  eloquence  and  power  in  debate. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1844.  After  three  years  in  practice  alone 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  K.  N'.  Wilcox,  which  was  maintained  for 
eleven  years  with  mutual  advantage.  During  thi?  time  he  had  acquired 
business  in  all  of  the  Slate  and  Fedi^ral  Courts  and  won  a  place,  both  hon- 
orable and  influential,  in  the  profession  and  in  the  community.  After  the 
dissolution  of  this  partnership  he  practiced  alone  until  his  death,  June  29, 
1S69.  The  simple  mention  of  his  connection  with  a  single  case  is  suffi- 
cient  to  rtttost  his  recognized  ability.  In  1851,  when  he  had  been  a  prac- 
titioner ai  the  Bar  only  «evfn  years,  he  was  employed  as  counsel  in  the 
celebrated  railroad  conspiracy  trial  in  which  the  chief  of  the  opposing 
counsel  was  William  H.  Seward»  of  New  York,  ex>Govemor  and  after* 
wards  Secretary  of  State  in  Lincoln's  cabinet.  The  great  ability  which 
he  exhibited  in  this  case  won  the  hearty  compliments  of  b  >th  associate 
and  opposing  counsel.  In  1855  he  was  appointed  counsel  of  the  Great 
We'^tern  Railway  Company,  of  Canada.  In  i.S(.3  he  was  appointed  city 
counsellor  oi  Detroit  and  subsequently  reappointed  twice,  holding  the 
position  until  death.  He  belongs  to  a  family  whose  members  achieved 
distinction,  not  simply  by  accident,  but  by  reason  of  marked  ability.  One 
of  his  brothers  was  Sir  John  Gray,  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin,  member  of 
Parliament  for  Kilkenny,  editor  of  the  Dublin  Nation,  and  the  intimate 
friend  of  Dana  ]  (  )'Conncll.  Another  brother  was  Wilson  Gray,  Attorney 
General  of  Australia,  and  one  of  the  Judges  ot  >ew  Zealand.  A  sister 
married  William  McCullough  Torrens,  member  of  Parliament  for  Finsbury. 
He  was  married  in  1850  to  Mary  Stewart,  daughter  of  Charles  H.  Stewart, 
of  Detroit,  who,  with  three  sons — Charles  W.,  William  J.  and  Robert  F., 
survived  him.  Of  these  sons  William  J.  and  Robert  F.  constitute  the  well 
known  law  firm  of  Gray  &  Gray,  Detroit.  William  Gray  was  a  patriot. 
He  loved  Ireland  and  exerted  his  large  influence  towards  securing  her 
political  liberty  and  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  her  people.  He 
loved  his  adopted  country  with  a  fervor  excelled  by  none.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Democrat,  ha  he  wore  no  party  shackles  and  his  conscience  was 
not  trammelled.  lie  exerri'sed  the  inalienable  right  of  independent  judg- 
ment and  indcperuient  ■ictuni  wlu-n  partv  took  a  position  which  he  did 
not  approve,  or  nomiTiatcd  a  candidate  who  appeared  to  him  unworthy  of 
support.  He  was  devoted  with  singular  affection  to  the  profession  of  law 
and  was  content  to  gain  his  distinction  and  fame  at  the  forum  rather  than 
in  the  political  arena.  His  natural  gifts  Vrere  supported  and  supplemented 
by  culture  and  learnin*::^.  and  few  men  in  the  State  of  Michigan  ever 
attained  a  higher  position  or  larger  popularity.    His  brilliant  qualities  were 
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rxhibit-rd  in  the  trial  of  causes  in  Htsi^rius  courts.    In  this  connection  a 

eulogist  refers  to  him  as  follows: 

"His  tact,  his  readiness,  his  addi'ess,  his  knowledge  of  human  nature, 
his  wit,  his  admirable  temper,  and  a  most  winning  charm  of  manner,  would 
of  themselves  have  made  him  successful  and  brilliant  in  the  courts,  if  he 
iiad  not  possessed  another  and  the  chiefcst  gift  of  the  advocate,  that  of 
eloquence.  This  he  had  and  always  displayed  when  the  occasion 
demanded  his  best  efforts.  Unlike  many  of  the  famous  advocates  of  his 
race,  he  was  never  exuberant  or  florid,  but  always  direct  and  simple ;  yet 
he  arose  al  Unics  into  ihe  true  fervor  and  chastened  passions  of  the  orator. 
He  had  those  great  qualities  of  a  successful  advocate  —  quickness  to  per- 
cei  .  c  rht  exact  exigcncie-,  <  f  the  case,  and  willin^jness  to  refrain  from  doing 
more  than  the  case  required.  His  brilliant  wit,  his  adroit  management, 
and  his  fervent  utterance,  were  the  weapons  which  he  wielded  for  his  client 
and  his  cause,  and  when  one  was  needed,  only  one  was  used." 

A  very  full  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Bar  of  Detroit,  of  which 
the  late  Jacob  M.  Howard  was  chairman,  and  J.  Logan  Chipman,  secre- 
tary, adopted  memorial  re'ohitinns  which  may  well  serve  as  a  momtmcnt 
to  the  man  whose  life  and  ciiaracter  they  commemorate.  These  resolu- 
tions were  reported  by  a  committee,  consisting  of  D.  Bethune  Duffield, 
Theodore  Romeyn,  George  V.  N.  Lothrop,  Geoi^^e  Jerome  and  Robert  P. 
Toms.  The  tribute  unanimously  adopted  is  quoted  here  as  expressing  the 
best  estimate  of  the  lawyer  and  the  man  by  his  associates  most  capable  of 
estimating  him: 

"As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Gray  studiously  and  successfully  maintained  an 
honorable  and  high  standing  in  the  profession  of  his  choice — his  acquire- 

ments  as  a  student  and  his  native  talents  combining  to  adorn  and  dignify 
even  the  drudgery  of  professional  labors.  As  a  counsellor  he  was  careful 
in  preparation,  candid  and  cautious  in  advice,  liberal  in  practice,  justly 
tenacious  of  his  client's  rights,  but  always  fair  in  his  treatment  of  oppo- 
nents. And  we  here  to-day  bcir  testimony  that  in  nil  his  professional  life 
he  never  forgot  the  vow  that  he  look  at  the  threshold  —  to  be  faithful  to 
justice,  to  honor  and  to  truth. 

As  a  T7i:in  he  was  uniformly  courteous,  generous  ami  f^cnial ;  a  i;ct':tle- 
man  of  spotless  faith  and  honor;  attracting  all  who  knew  him  by  refined 
and  brilliant  wit,  fascinating  social  gifts,  and  above  all,  by  that  great  over* 
flow  ing  kindness  of  heart  which  made  every  acquaintance  at  once  an 
admirer  and  a  friend,  so  that  in  all  truthfulness  we  may  say. 

None  knew  him  but  to  iove  hini — 
None  named  bim  but  to  prmise. 

As  a  citizen,  while  he  ever  loved  his  native  land  with  the  love  of  child- 
hood, his  affi  rri'  lis  took  firm  root  in  the  land  of  his  adoption;  he  loved 
its  flag  and  its  institutions  with  manly  loyalty  and  ptide;  he  became 
indeed  countryman  to  us  all;  accepted  cheerfully  the  various  duties,  public 
and  private,  to  which  he  was  called,  and  dischai^ed  them  all  with  fidelity, 
ability  and  distinction.  In  his  death  his  brethren  of  the  Bar  all  feel  that 
they  have  lost,  not  only  an  honored  and  distinguished  brother,  but  a 
beloved  friend,  whose  name  and  memory  will  long  be  kept  green  and  fresh  in 
the  professional  circle  of  which  he  was  so  bright  an  ornament.    With  full 
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hearts  we  tender  our  stncerest  sympathy  to  his  friends  at  home  and  to  his 
relatives  beyond  the  sea;  assuring  them  ,that  we,  his  brethren  ol  the 
Detroit  Bar,  lament  in  his  early  death  with  all  the  sincerity  of  his  own 
kindred,  and  shall  long  and  affectionately  cherish  the  memory  of  his  bril- 
liant adornments  of  mind,  and  his  ?tiU  iiobkr  qualities  of  heart.  His  grave 
will  ever  be  sacred  to  us,  for  we  know  lliai  it  holds  the  dust  of  an  upright 
man,  an  honorable  counsellor  and  a  well  beloved  brother." 

Individual  members  of  the  Bar  spoke  In  the  same  vein  to  the  effect 
that  he  was  never  known  to  say  an  unkind  word  of  any  member;  and  his 

generosity  was  so  great  that  he  w  ould  empty  hi?;  p-.irsc  for  a  friend  and  If 
thaf  was  not  sufficient,  would  jilcd^c  'nis  credit  for  tiic  remaindfr;  that  he 
possessed  a  high  and  chivulrit  spirit;  that  his  tact  amounted  to  genius; 
that  he  was  a  good  man  in  the  broad  sense  that  he  never  slandered  his 
neighbor  and  never  delighted  in  the  pain  of  others  or  sought  to  advance 
himself  by  pulling  others  down.  Kich  and  poor,  everybody  alike  loved 
and  trusted  him.  He  was  so  unselfish  as  to  prefer  the  interests  of  others 
to  his  own  pleasure,  and  the  dictates  of  justice  and  humanilv  to  his  ou  n 
interests.  His  ambition  was  rather  to  deserve  tliaii  to  acquire  ilie  admira- 
tion of  his  fellow  men,  and  while  he  enjoyed  the  inward  satisfaction  he 
was  little  anxious  about  the  external  rewards  of  virtue.  He  M'as  quick  of 
apprehension,  merciful  in  judgment.  The  memory  of  his  life,  his  benevo- 
lence, his  virtues  and  all  of  the  rare  qtuditics  of  intellect  and  heart  will  be 
cherished  ever  by  his  professional  brethren  and  the  community  in  whidi 
he  lived  so  long. 


ROBERT  P.  TOMS,  late  of  Detroit.  Robert  P.  Toms  was  born  in 
Ontario  county.  New  York,  m  1821 ;  obtained  the  rudiments  of  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  school  and  took  an  academic  course  In  the  academy  at 
Lima,  Genesee  county,  from  which  he  was  graduated.  He  studied  law 
in  his  native  State  and  b^n  the  practice  there;  but  removed  to  Michigan 
In  1849  locating  first  at  Troy,  Oakland  county.  He  opened  the  practice 
of  law  in  Troy  and  was  successful  for  the  locality  and  the  times.  lie  set- 
tled in  Detroit  when  his  cash  capital  accumulated  at  i  roy  reached  the 
amount  of  four  hundred  dollars,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death,  March 
10,  1884,  the  city  of  Detroit  was  his  home  and  the  practice  of  law  his 
vocation.  He  entered  the  ifTlce  of  William  A.  Howard  and  Oscar  F. 
Caigill,  a  well  known  law  firm  of  the  city  at  the  time.  Mr.  Howard  held 
the  office  of  city  treasurer  and  one  of  the  duties  of  Mr.  Toms  was  lo  keep 
the  books  and  accounts  ot  the  treasurer.  Ii  was  his  first  step  toward  ihe 
banking  business,  in  which  he  afterwards  engaged,  and  which  proved  so 
disastrous.  The  firm  of  Howard,  Cargill  &  Toms  united  with  the  house 
of  Dewitt,  Smith  &  Co.,  of  Cincinnati,  and  established  two  banking 
houses,  under  the  style  of  Howard,  Smith  &  Co.,  one  in  Detroit,  the 
other  in  Cincinnati,    in  order  to  be  free  to  manage  these  financial  institu* 
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tions  Mr.  Howard  retired  from  the  practice  of  law.  Mr.  Toms  preferred 
his  profession  and  the  firm  was  reorganized  with  himself  at  the  head,  and 
Mr.  Cargill  and  Marcus  A.  Chase  associated  with  him.  He  was  successful 
in  the  practice  of  the  law  and  soon  acquired  excellent  standing  at  the  Bar. 
For  a  time  also  his  investments  in  banking  were  profitable.  In  1855, 
however,  the  houses  of  Howard,  Smith  &  Co.,  failed  and  involved  the 
stockholders  or  members  of  the  firm  in  financial  ruin.  Mr.  Toms  had,  in 
the  fall  of  the  previous  year,  married,  at  Ballston  Spa,  near  Saratoga,  New- 
York,  Miss  Carrie  Hudd]e<;ton,  d;ui;:^hter  of  a  distinguished  physician  of 
the  place,  Doctor  D.  H.  Huddleston.  iie  was  now  left  penniless  with  a 
young  wife  and  a  large  measure  of  hope,  energy,  courage  and  ambition. 
Thus  equipped  he  renewed  the  battle  of  life  in  the  field  where  he  had 
already  won  successes  which  proved  his  ability  and  adaptation  to  the  law, 
and  eventually  enabled  him  to  discharge  all  of  {he  dr-hls  incurred  1)\  liim 
in  the  bankinj^  business.  He  as^^nciated  \\\ih  him,  Mr.  Chase,  in  1855, 
and  the  firm  of  i  oms  &  Chase  continued  ior  two  years.  After  that,  for 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  he  practiced  alone.  His  business  was  very 
lai^ly  of  a  commercial  character,  especially  in  the  line  of  collections  and 
the  settlement  of  estates.  As  a  lawyer,  trust  money  in  laige  quantities 
was  collected  and  administered  by  him  and  in  every  instance  the  trust  was 
managed  with  the  utmost  fidelity.  Not  a  dollar  was  lost  or  misappropri- 
ated. Mr.  Toms  was  liberal  and  charitably  disposed.  He  gave  to  indi- 
viduals who  were  needy  and  worthy,  and  contributed  to  all  deserving  char- 
ities. His  filial  affection  was  an  admirable  trait  of  his  disposition.  Hb 
mother,  a  widow,  living  for  many  years  at  Pontiac,  was  visited  hy  him 
annually  on  her  birthday,  and  remembered  by  a  present  of  one  hundred 
dollars  in  i^old  on  each  visit.  It  was  in  this  and  similar  unostentatious 
ways  that  he  contributed  lo  her  ^support  while  hci  liuuic  was  witii  his  sister. 
The  cause  of  his  death  was  so  peculiar  that  the  biographer  will  be  excused 
for  presenting  the  particulars  in  this  connection.  In  April,  1879,  at  his 
residence  on  Jefferson  Avenue,  in  Detroit,  his  arm  was  cut  by  a  piece  of 
glass  which  severed  an  arter)'  and  a  nerve.  The  flow  of  blood  was 
staunched  and  the  wound  was  dressed.  Within  a  few  days  severe  pain  in 
the  form  of  neuralgia  set  up  in  the  wounded  arm,  and  surgery  was 
resorted  to  for  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  the  nerve.  The  pain  continued 
with  short  intervals  of  relief  for  about  four  years.  Then  the  sufferer  went 
to  Europe  and  consulted  the  noted  specialists  of  England,  France  and 
Germany.  None  of  them  was  able  to  give  him  relief.  He  returned  to 
New  York  and  placed  himself  in  the  charge  of  Dr.  William  J.  Morton, 
who  operated  upon  him  with  electric  needles.  This  treatment  was  appar- 
ently successful,  and  at  length  gave  him  entire  relief  from  pain  in  the  arm. 
Not  long  after  returning  home,  however,  he  was  seized  with  a  severe  pain 
in  the  loins,  which  extended  downward  into  the  leg.  This  new  phase  of 
the  case  was  treated  with  indifferent  and  varying  success  by  an  eminent 
physician  of  Detroit.    By  the  middle  of  December  the  suffering  was  so 
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great  as  to  confine  him  to  his  residence  constantly*  and  a  month  later  he 
was  confined  to  his  bed.  The  tiratment  was  continued  without  afTording 
relief  and  early  In  March  the  seal  of  the  sufferinj^  was  shifted  to  the  brain. 
For  several  days  thereafter  he  remained  in  a  t  iiiiato-v  state  until  death 
relieved  him.  During  all  the  years  of  suffering,  which  was  generally 
extreme,  almost  beyond  human  endurance,  he  was  patient  and  cheerful. 
The  sweetness  of  his  temper  was  not  marred  and  the  sympathy  which  he 
manifested  for  those  around  him  was  evidence  of  a  heroism  as  uncommon 
as  it  fs  sublime.  Mr.  Toms  wa"  a  man  of  strong  character.  <ienerous  dis- 
position  and  sturdy  integrity.  He  had  been  clia  tcned  by  ruiversily,  but 
his  courage  was  equal  to  any  demands  upon  it  and  the  elasticity  oi  his 
nature  enabled  him  to  regain  in  a  few  years  all  that  was  lost  and  much 
'more.  He  never  aspired  to  public  office,  but  always  preferred  the  quiet 
lines  of  business  or  the  duties  that  naturally  come  to  a  lawyer  in  active 
practice.  His  reputation  as  an  attorney,  a  man,  and  a  citizen,  is 
unstained  by  any  i.L;nriblL  deed  and  his  memor'/  is  chcii-hed  by  the  old 
residents  who  knew  him  intimately  and  loved  him  lor  the  excellent  <^uali- 
ties  and  traits  exhibited  during  his  life. 


WILLIAM  A.  MOUKL,  Detroit.  Mr.  Moore  is  of  Scotch  extraction 
and  a  native  of  Ontario  county,  New  York.  He  was  bom  April  17,  1823, 
near  Clifton  Springs.  He  is  the  fifth  generation  in  lineal  descent  from 
John  Moore,  a  native  of  Ai^Ieshire,  Scotland,  bom  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Glencoe  on  \hv  niylit  following  the  fearful  massacre  in  that  pass,  when 
thirty-ciglit  M.it ddii  ilds  were  slain  by  the  dan  of  Campbell,  Frbniani'^  13, 
1691.  This  ancestor  came  to  America  and  settled  at  L'Hidoi.dcrry, 
New  Hampshire,  in  1718,  and  became  the  progenitor  of  the  American 
branch  of  the  family.  His  descendants  have  uniformly  been  patriotic  and 
brave  to  perform  the  duty  before  them  whether  in  peace  or  war.  One 
son,  William  Moore,  was  a  soldier  In  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  fought 
tn  the  battle  of  Bennington.  Roth  the  father  and  [grandfather  of  William 
A.  Moore  were  named  William.  'Mis  father  was  born  in  New  Hampshire 
and  emigrated  to  the  State  of  New  York  iu  early  manhood.  Thence  he 
removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Washtenaw  county  in  1831. 
He  was  a  man  of  ability  and  high  character,  who  enjoyed  the  unstinted 
confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens,  by  whose  favor  he  was  called  to  positions 
of  honor  and  responsibility.  He  served  a^  a  member  of  the  convention 
which  framed  the  first  constitution  for  thu  State  of  Michigan:  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  first  Senate  and  afterwards  sei'ved  as  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  State  Legislature.  William  A.  Moore 
began  work  on  the  backwoods  farm  of  his  father.  His  boyhood  was  sub- 
ject to  all  the  privations  and  limitations  incident  to  life  on  the  frontier  with 
sufficient  means  to  procure  only  the  necessities.    He  had  the  will  and  the 
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courage,  the  enc-igy  and  the  persistence  characteristic  of  the  race  from 
which  he  sprang.  Although  the  work  was  hard  and  the  opportunities 
me^er,  this  pioneer  life  for  a  boy  is  not  without  its  compensations.  It 
hardens  the  muscles  and  toughens  the  sinews,  cultivates  a  distinctive  air  of 
manliness  in  the  assertion  of  independence  and  self-control.  If  the  boy 
has  aspirations  for  a  hionder  arena,  the  luin)f)lc  beginning  on  a  frontier 
farm  does  not  bar  the  way  tn  their  attainmcni.  This  voun^  man  cher- 
ished such  aspirations  all  througii  ilic  period  of  his  minority,  while  giving 
his  time  and  strength  dutifully  to  the  work  of  assisting  his  father  in  the 
common  support  of  the  family.  On  reaching  his  majority  he  followed 
natural  leading^s  and  devoted  himself  assiduously  to  the  acquirement  of  a 
higher  education.  He  prepared  himself  frvr  col !ege  by  a  two-year  course 
of  study  at  Ypsiianti  and  in  1846  eniered  tlie  University  of  Michigan. 
He  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1850  and  the  degree  of  A.  ii.  Imme- 
diately after  leaving  the  University  he  engaged  in  teaching  as  a  temporary 
expedient  for  the  promotion  of  his  ambition  to  become  a  lawyer — an 
expedient  possessing  other  advantages  besides  affording  the  means  for  pur- 
suing other  studies.  He  went  south  and  taught  in  Mississippi  about  tv.'o 
years,  after  which  he  prosecuted  his  study  of  law  at  D  tioit.  lie  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1853,  after  passing  the  exaniinauon  required  and 
settled  down  to  practice  in  Detroit  where  he  has  remained  for  more  than 
forty  years.  He  is  wedded  to  the  law  by  bonds  that  Have  thus  far  proved 
indissoluble.  The  glamour  of  public  office  has  not  tempted  him  to 
exchange  the  forum  for  the  political  platform  and  the  stTimp.  For  some 
years  his  practice  was  general  in  character,  but  at  length  he  made  a 
specialty  of  admiralty  law  and  won  a  distinct  success  in  that  department. 
For  many  years  he  was  retained  in  most  of  the  important  cases  growing 
out  of  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  navigation  by  all  manner  of  craft  on  the 
river  and  lakes,  resulting  in  damage  to  property,  delay  of  commerce  or  loss 
of  life.  His  practice  soon  extended  to  all  of  the  import,Tnt  cities  touched 
by  the  lakes  between  Buffalo  and  Chicago.  Gradually,  and  as  a  sequence  to 
the  high  reputation  established  in  the  management  of  adnuralty  cases,  Mr. 
Moore  became  an  adviser,  giving  up  the  contentions  of  a  trial  lawyer  in 
the  courts  for  the  more  lucrative  business  of  counsellor  in  his  own  office. 
His  profound  knowledge  of  the  law,  his  insight  into  human  nature,  his 
judicial  temperament  and  skill  in  diplomacy  qualify  him  admirably  for 
advisory  cases.  Because  Mr.  Moore  has  neither  sought  nor  held  polit- 
ical office  it  must  not  be  assumed  that  he  is  indifferent  to  the  public 
welfare  or  the  personal  obligations  of  good  citizenship.  His  political  con- 
victions are  clear  and  deep  and  strong.  Throughout  life  he  has  been  a 
Democrat  and  never  indifferent  to  the  success  of  his  party  through  honor- 
able means.  He  promoted  its  interests  by  serving  as  Chairman  of  the 
State  Committee  from  1864  to  1868,  and  as  a  member  of  the  National 
Executive  Committee  for  eight  years  following  his  retirement  from  such 
chairmanship.    His  influence  has  been  exerted  for  the  betterment  of  gov- 
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ernment  —  national,  State  and  municipal.  Without  ostentation  or  self- 
assertion  he  has  modestly  labored  to  promote  the  interests  of  his  home 
city,  in  a  quiet  way  he  is  one  of  the  best  conservators  of  the  municipal- 
ity, asking  nothii^  for  himself  but  what  he  demands  for  the  community. 
It  is  creditable  alike  to  his  judgment  and  his  patriotism  that  he  was  the 
unfaltering  friend  and  supporter  of  the  national  government  during  the 
period  of  the  rebenion.  that  he  was  liberal  in  the  gmni^  of  his  means  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  war  to  preserve  the  Union  and  recruiting  the  ranks 
of  the  army.  He  sustained  the  adniinistnition,  not  because  he  approved 
of  its  policy  in  detail,  biit  because  it  represented  the  only  national  execu- 
tive power  recognized  in  the  constitution  for  the  enforcement  of  the  laws. 
He  has  been  a  director  and  attorney  for  the  Detroit  Fire  and  Marine 
Insurance  Company,  and  the  Wayne  County  Savinq^s  Bank  from  the  time 
of  their  ort^'anization.  and  presidt  nt  of  the  former  corporation  for  two  years 
past.  He  is  also  vice  president  and  a  director  of  the  Michigan  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company  and  a  director  of  the  American  Exchange 
National  Bank.  For  several  years  these  large  corporate  interests  have 
demanded  so  much  of  his  time  and  attention  that  he  has  been  drawn  away 
from  his  genera!  law  practice.  December  5.  1854.  he  married  Miss  Laura 
J.,  dauj^hier  of  Hon.  Caleb  Van  Husan,  a  pioneer  merchant  of  Saline, 
Michigan,  who  afterwards  removed  to  Detroit.  Their  only  son,  William 
v.,  born  December  3,  1856,  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, class  of  1878.  He  is  a  member  of  the  law  firm,  Moores  &  Goflf,  of 
which  his  father  is  the  senior  partner.  Mr.  Moore  has  at  all  times  identi- 
fied hiirscH  with  the  best  etement«  in  the  commnnity  and  employed  hi^ 
innLiencc  .ii  d  energies  for  the  conservation  of  the  common  good.  While 
exhibiting  commendable  public  spirit  in  the  advocacy  of  such  measures  as 
promote  material  prosperity  he  has  also  been  progressive  in  providing  the 
means  for  the  cultivation  of  the  intellectual  and  moral  faculties;  taste  for 
art  and  literature.  The  patron  of  popular  education  he  assisted  in  estab- 
lishing the  museum  of  art  and  served  a?  an  officer  of  the  a<??ociation.  He 
is  careful  in  his  investigations  and  conscientious  m  his  conclusions.  His 
opinions,  deliberately  formed,  are  maintained  with  the  firmness  and  tenac- 
ity of  a  true  Scotchman.  He  is  a  believer  in  the  Christian  religion  and 
has  held  membership  in  the  Baptist  church  for  about  twenty  years.  He 
has  ordered  his  life  upon  a  high  plane,  exhaling  influences  which  foster 
moral  purity  and  social  refinement.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  commanding 
presence  and  fine  physique,  whose  d^nified  reserve  may  impress  a  stranger 
as  austerity  of  demeanor,  though  he  is  in  reality  kind  and  gentle,  as  well 
as  charitable.  He  stands  for  what  is  genuine  in  manhood  and  the  upbuild- 
ing of  character. 
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ISAAC  P.  CHRISTIANCY.  dccca-^ed.  One  of  the  ablest  jurists  and 
profoundest  statesmen  in  the  later  history  of  Michigan  was  Isaac  F.  Chris- 
tiancy.  He  was  bom  in  Johnstown,  New  York,  March  12,  1812.  His 
parents  were  poor  and  he  was  early  cast  upon  his  own  resources.  His  edu- 
cation was  self-acquired  and  limited  to  such  <as  he  was  able  to  procure  in 
youth  at  the  common  country  ^ctionls,  Hiirinj^  the  time  that  could  be 
spared  from  hard  work,  and  a  few  months  in  ttie  Academy  at  Dow,  New 
York.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  was  burdened  with  the  responsibilities 
that  belong  to  a  man,  in  being  obliged  to  assume  the  chief  support  of 
his  father's  family.  He  was  not  very  strong  physically  but  had  the  will, 
the  patience  and  tin  fortitude  to  work  uncomplainingly  and  find  his  re- 
ward in  the  consciousness  of  duty  performed.  lie  engaged  in  whatever 
offered  ■substantial  remuneration  fur  hi*;  labor.  For  some  years  he  taught 
school  tor  a  portion  of  the  time.  All  the  time  he  was  weaving  the  fibre  of 
a  character  that  should  be  strong,  and  all  the  time  he  was  thinking  that  by 
and  by  he  would  do  something  better.  His  devotion  to  present  duty  was 
not  incompatible  with  aspirations  for  the  future.  He  was  not  building 
castles  in  the  air,  but  dflibcrato-ly  maturing  his  plans  and  with  strenuous 
application  woikin.^  rht  tn  uut.  Me  began  the  study  of  the  law  soon  after 
attaining  his  majority  and  was  qualified  to  engage  in  practice  at  twenty-four. 
In  1 836  he  became  a  member  of  that  historic  pioneer  colony  of  strong 
men  who  settled  at  Monroe,  Michigan,  and  sought  to  establish  there  the 
metropolis  of  a  new  commonwealth.  Here  were  witnessed  the  opening 
scenes  of  Judge  Clii  istiancy's  career  at  the  Bar,  which  at  Icnjrtb  won  for  him 
the  hiEjhest  distinction  and  the  greatf^t  success.  After  a  few  years  he 
removed  to  Detroit,  the  most  important  theatre  of  forensic  combat  in  the 
New  West.  Farsighted  business  men,  engaged  in  trade  and  commerce, 
were  here ;  great  lawyers,  whose  advice  was  sought  in  the  conduct  of  inter- 
nal improvements  and  the  development  of  the  young  State's  resources;  in 
laying  the  foundation'^  of  a  vast  commerce  and  settlinj^  admiralty  disputes 
without  much  assistanrc  from  established  laws.  In  thr-^  metropolis  and  in 
this  grand  company  the  modest  young  man  from  Centrai  New  Yorii,  wiio 
had  tarried  a  while  at  Monroe,  cast  his  lot.  His  law  studies  were  com- 
pleted, so  far  as  the  preparation  for  practice  is  concerned,  in  the  office  of 
Robert  McClelland,  then  a  distini^uished  lawyer,  afterwards  Governor  of 
the  State,  and  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  Pierce's  Cabinet.  He  entered 
the  practice  with  his  preceptor  and  afterwards  continued  it  <i1(_mi<-  with  the 
success  that  follows  natural  aptitude  and  unintcrrnittrng  ajjplication.  For 
four  years  he  served  as  prosecuting  attorney.  In  1849  elected 
State  Senator  in  a  district  embracing  nearly  all  of  the  southeastern  portion 
of  the  State.  The  da.vn  of  hh  political  fame  was  in  1848,  when  he  was 
chosen  a  delegate  to  the  Free  Soil  Convention  at  Buffalo.  He  could  not 
tolerate  oppression,  or  be  indifTcrcnt  tc  the  existence  of  human  slavei-y 
under  a  government  whose  foundation  principle  was  the  assertion  of  human 


BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  MICHIGAN. 


liberty  ^'nd  equality  of  rights  for  all  men,  He  never  assumed  a  doubtful 
positio'i  or  allowed  himst:lf  to  be  itiisundt  rstood  on  the  main  question. 
He  was  the  Free  Soil  candidate  for  Governor  in  185'^  and  became  one  of 
the  oi|;anizers  of  the  Republican  party  years  later.  He  was  one  of 
the  fathers  of  the  liberal  political  movement  in  Michigan  and  a  delegate  to 
the  first  National  convention  of  the  party,  held  at  Pittsburg,  February, 
1856.  In  1857  Judge  Christiancy  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  by  syccessive  elections  was  continued  a  member  of  the  court 
until  1875,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  the  office  of  United  States  Senator. 
The  honor  of  being  one  of  the  four  judges  of  the  greatest  court  in  the 
history  of  the  State,  and  contributing  to  its  greatness  by  his  own  learning, 
hts  judicial  wisdom,  his  clear-sighted  discrimination  in  declaring  the  law  and 
his  unimpeachable  integrity  belonged  to  Judge  Chiistiancy  living,  nnd  is  a 
part  of  his  ondiirin*:'  famf.  He  was  great  in  the  qualities  that  mark  the 
upright,  clear-headed,  rioblc-ininded  judge;  he  was  a  jurist  in  tempera- 
ment, in  patience,  in  profundity  of  knowledge,  in  perspicuity  of  thought 
and  diction ;  in  the  honesty  and  impartiality  of  his  mind.  He  served  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  four  years  and  resigned  to  accept  the 
position  of  Minister  to  Peru.  Tt  wa-;  during  the  period  of  war  betwf^en 
that  country  and  Chitt,  in  ulneh  the  Chilians  were  victorious.  After  the 
victors  had  taken  possession  of  tit.-  cqi^tal  of  Peru  and  placed  their  banner 
on  its  citadel  J  udge  Chrtstiancy  resigned  and  returned  to  Lansing,  which 
had  become  his  home  while  he  occupied  a  seat  on  the  Supreme  Bench. 
From  that  time  until  his  death,  September  8.  iSf^o,  he  remained  in  retire- 
ment. He  possessed  remarkable  gentleness  of  spii  it  and  a  lovable  dispo- 
sition. Ih-  i.vap  .ilways  modest  and  unassuming.  He  was  fond  of  litera- 
ture and  his  intellectual  relish  was  keen.  His  life,  though  unpretentious, 
was  noble  in  its  aims  and  achievements. 


EDMUXD  HALL,  attorney  and  business  man,  Detroit.  Mr.  Hall  is  a 
native  of  Cayuga  county,  New  York,  and  was  born  May  38,  1819.  In 
Connecticut  the  Hall  family  was  well  known  before  the  Revolution.  In 
that  great  stru^le  one  of  its  members,  then  residing  in  one  of  the  south- 
ern states,  was  conspicuous  as  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence ; 
another  was  hardly  less  prominent  in  the  Royalist  cause.  Through  his 
mother's  ancestry,  the  !ineage  of  our  subject  runs  back  to  the  Worths  and 
Folgers,  strong  families  in  colonial  days,  among  whose  members  occurred 
the  first  wedding  of  a  white  couple  on.  the  Island  of  Nantucket.  In  1833 
a  branch  of  the  Hall  family  came  west,  seeking  a  new  home  in  the  territory 
of  Michigan.  Mrs.  Hall,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  brought  her  two 
sons  and  three  daughters  into  the  west,  making  a  journey  from  Buffalo  to 
Detroit  by  schooner,  and  made  her  home  for  many  years  in  the  pleasant 
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little  village  of  Flat  Rock.  From  that  home  the  young  man  went  to  the 
AcadeTTiy  al  FJyria,  Ohio,  to  prepare  for  college;  subsequently  entered 
Oberiin  College  and  graduated  in  1843.  In  atmosphere  of  that  seat 
of  learning  he  became  deeply  conscious  of  the  iniquities  of  the  slave  sys- 
tem; so  we  find  him  speaking  publicly  against  slavery  as  early  as  1841, 
and  very  prominent  on  the  stump  for  Birney  in  1844.  Outside  of  his 
interest  in  the  liberation  of  the  slaves,  he  has  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  political  affairs.  He  has  only  held  one  officjal  position  in  the 
course  of  his  long  and  active  life,  that  of  .school  inspector  in  Detroit  from 
1859  to  1863.  Mr.  Hall  prepared  for  the  profession  of  law,  under  the 
auspices  of  Hon.  George  E.  Hand,  of  Detroit.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  1847,  and  his  friend  and  patron,  Judge  Hand,  at  once  took  him 
into  partnership,  and  the  young  lawyer  soon  won  recognition  as  an  ;:ctivr 
and  reliable  practitinncr  After  a  time,  Mr.  Hall  retired  from  the  partner- 
ship, and  practiced  law  alone  tor  many  years,  until  at  last  the  ripening  of 
many  business  enterprises  and  judicious  real  estate  investments  made  it 
impossible  for  him  to  longer  give  it  his  exclusive  attention.  Although  he 
intended  to  make  the  practice  of  law  his  life  v/ork,  that  intention  has  been 
mtirh  modified  by  the  cares  of  his  increasing  business  interests.  While 
Mr.  Hall  was  in  the  board  of  education  an  opportunity  cnme  tn  luin  to 
secure  for  the  people  of  Detroit  a  great  and  lasting  bcnchc,  and  having 
perceived  the  opportunity,  he  was  indefatigable  in  its  realization.  It  was 
found  that  the  proceeds  from  fines  and  penalties  accruing  in  the  courts  of 
criminal  prosecutions,  and  which  by  the  constitution  were  devoted  to  edu- 
cational purpose?,  had  been  diverted  to  other  uses  or  squandered.  A 
committee  of  the  board  of  education  of  which  Mr.  Hall  ^\'as  a  member, 
was  set  in  motion.  A  suit  to  correct  the  abuse  and  rccovtr  the  money 
was  brought  in  the  Wajme  Circuit  Court,  and  then  carried  by  appeal  to 
the  Supreme  Court,  on  a  brief  prepared  by  Mr.  Hall.  A  final  decree  was 
rendered  which  resulted  in  restoring  the  funds  and  immediately  placing  in 
the  hands  of  the  board  several  thousand  dollars,  which  became  the 
nucleus  of  the  public  libran.*  nt  Detroit.  For  many  years  our  subject  has 
been  actively  interested  in  pnic  and  lumber,  investmg  heavily  in  Michigan, 
and  also  in  Canada.  He  has  made  a  business  of  bringing  logs  across  the 
lake  to  his  large  mills  at  Bay  City,  where  he  also  has  extensive  interests 
in  the  manufacture  of  salt.  His  permanent  residence  has  been  in  Detroit 
for  ovrr  *iftv  years,  but  he  has  a  valuable  farm  at  Gibraltar,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Detroit  River,  where  his  summer  residence  is  located.  Mr.  Hall 
was  first  married  in  1846  to  Miss  Emeiine  Cochran,  of  Frederick,  Ohio, 
who  died  in  1879,  leaving  one  daughter  who  became  the  wife  of  Henry  A. 
Chaney,  several  years  the  Reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court.  In  1881  he 
was  married  a  second  time  to  Mrs.  Mary  Stoflet  Vreeland.  They  have 
one  son,  Frrf1<  ri  k  Stoflet,  who  wa'-.  born  September  tf),  1882.  Mi .  Hall 
was  a  close  and  faithful  student  when  engaged  in  active  practice,  but  for 
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many  years  his  wide  business  interests  have  drawn  him  much  away  from 

the  profession,  and  he  prefers  to  be  known  as  a  bneinoss  man  rathrr  than 
a  lawyer.  Yet  his  i  i  ;c  in  fanae  and  fortune  is  no  doubt  largely  the  result 
of  his  ability  and  character  as  a  member  of  the  legal  profession. 


WILLIAM  L.  WEBBER,  Sag^inaw.  In  Hon.  William  L.  Webber, 
Michigan  possesses  a  man  v.liose  stronty  individuality  and  important 
achievements  have  been  a  large  factor  in  developing  her  resources  and 
shaping  her  destinies.  The  prominent  position  that  he  has  so  long  occu- 
pied, the  importance  of  the  men  with  whom  he  has  been  associated  and  the 
magnitude  of  their  projects,  are  such  that  his  name  will  ever  be  prominent 
among  those  crreat  1r aders  hi  her  industrial  progress  and  the  development 
of  her  natural  wealth.  He  was  born  at  Offden,  Monroe  County,  New 
York,  July  19,  1825,  the  son  of  James  S.  and  Fhoebc  Webber.  His 
father,  James  S.  Webber,  was  bom  in  iSoo  at  Belfast,  Maine,  and  married 
Phoebe  Smith,  of  Lansing,  Tompkins  County,  New  York.  The  family 
removed  to  Ogden  in  1824,  remaining  until  1836,  when  they  removed  to 
Michigan,  at  that  momentous  period  when  the  territor\'-  was  thtowinjy  off 
its  territorial  liahilanunts,  and  cmciginc^  into  statehood.  i)n  the  first 
Monday  in  October,  1835,  the  people  of  Michigan  ratifxed  the  constitution 
and  elected  a  full  set  of  SUte  officers,  and  on  January  26,  1837,  Michigan 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other  States. 
The  Webber  family  settled  here  on  land  purchased  from  the  Govern- 
ment and  proceeded  to  earve  out  a  farm  in  Ilartland  township,  Living- 
ston County,  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  State.  Here  in  a  beautiful 
rolling  country,  well  watered  by  streams,  William  Lewis,  now  a  sturdy  lad 
of  eleven,  as.sisted  in  clearing  up  their  land  and  cultivating  its  fertile, 
loamy  soil,  giving  his  days  to  hard  labor  and  his  evenings  to  study.  When 
circumstances  permitted  he  attended  the  district  school  in  winter  and 
eai^erly  stored  his  mind  with  knowledge,  supplementinj^  the  meager  rudi- 
mentary studies  of  the  wnnccr  schools  by  close  application  at  home. 
Here  he  received  the  assistance  of  an  elder  brother  and  also  a  friend 
named  Charles  Ross,  whose  fine  education  enabled  him  to  be  of  valuable 
assistance  in  young  Webber's  home  studies,  which  included  algebra,  geo- 
metry, mensuration,  natural  philosophy  and  chemistry.  In  1844-$,  Mr. 
Webber  tant^ht  a  neighboring  school.  In  this  latter  year  his  mother  died 
and  the  members  of  the  family  became  sppirated.  His  brother,  James 
Z.  Webber,  died  in  1847.  Later  his  lather  married  Delia  M.  Harroun,  of 
Ogden,  New  York,  and  in  1853  removed  to  East  Saginaw,  where  he  died 
in  1882.  When  William  L.  left  the  parental  roof  he  entered  the  office  of 
Foote  &  Mowry  at  Milford,  Michigan,  with  the  intention  of  taking  up  the 
practice  of  medicine,  hut  after  two  years  spent  there  he  decided  to  study 
law.    In  1848  he  opened  a  select  school  at  Milford,  which  he  continued 
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for  two  years,  giving  all  his  leisure  moments  to  the  study  of  the  law.  In 
1849  marnt  il  Mi^s  Nancy  M.  Withington,  the  only  daughter  of  Edward 
and  Nancy  (Monkj  Withington,  of  Spriugwater,  Livingston  county,  New 
York.  In  185 1  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  and  began  practice  at  Milford, 
remaining  there  for  two  years.  He  then,  with  keen  foresight,  removed  to 
East  Sa^naw,  then  a  small  village  giving  little  promise  of  its  subsequent 
wonderful  growth,  where  he  began  a  general  practice  March  15,  1853.  He 
combined  with  it  for  somo  time  the  business  of  handling  fire  insurance. 
The  litigation  of  that  period  naturally  occurred  to  a  large  degree  over  tim- 
ber and  timber  lands  and  contracts  relating  thereto,  the  running  of  logs  in 
streams,  riparian  rights,  navigability  of  streams,  and  disputes  arising  from 
contracts  connected  with  these  subjects.  Large  interests  were  involved 
and  new  and  important  points  arose  for  adjudication  of  the  courts.  There 
■vras  plenty  of  business  for  the  lawyers  and  to  get  through  it,  lonc"^  hours 
were  obsc;rvcd  in  the  courts.  Court  opened  at  S  A,  M.,  and  one  hour  was 
allowed  for  dinner  and  one  for  supper.  After  supper  business  was  resumed 
and  midnight  was  often  reached  before  adjournment  was  had.  Mr.  Web- 
ber formed  a  law  partnership  with  John  J.  Wheeler  in  June,  1857.  The 
firm  uas  styled  Webber  &  Wheeler,  and  continued  until  December  31, 
i860.  The  firm  of  Webber,  Thompson  &  GaL-e,  with  Mr.  Webber  as  senior 
partner,  was  formed  in  1861.  The  junior  member  of  the  finn,  Chauncey 
H.  Gage,  was  later  for  twelve  years  Circuit  Judge  and  is  now  in  active 
practice.  Bradley  M.  Thompson,  the  third  member  of  the  firm,  was  also 
a  distinguished  man,  who  was  at  one  time  mayor  of  Hast  Saginaw,  and 
subsequently  Professor  of  Law  at  the  Universit}-  of  Michigan.  A  cousin 
of  Mr,  Webber,  Irving  M.  Smith,  had  removed  from  Romeo,  Michigan, 
to  East  Saginaw,  in  1862,  and  entered  Mr.  Webber  s  ofl^ce  as  his  assist* 
ant.  They  formed  a  partnership  on  July  I,  1863,  under  the  name  of 
Webber  &  Smith,  which  existed  for  six  years,  when  Mr.  Webber  retired 
from  general  practice.  We  have  heretofore  intimated  that  Mr.  Webber 
was  prominent  in  the  development  of  the  S'ntc  and  will  now  leave  his 
strictly  profesciona!  life,  to  follow  hi«  efforts  m  thc-ir  broader  and  more 
permanent  tields  of  usefulness.  These  lie  in  the  exploration  and  develop- 
ment of  the  immense  salt  interests  of  the  Saginaw  Valley,  the  upbuilding 
of  large  railroad  interests  and  settlement  of  lands.  From  the  time  when 
the  great  timber  interests  of  Michigan  became  known,  the  idea  of  saline 
deposits  and  salt  basins  deep  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  became  prevalent, 
extending  back,  if  tradition  may  he  tni'itfd.  to  the  coming  of  the  early 
French  missionaries.  About  1835  indications  seemed  to  point  to  the  exist- 
ence of  salt  in  the  Saginaw  Valley,  and  from  then  an  interest  in  the  matter 
continued  to  grow.  In  1842,  Dr.  Houghton,  State  Geologist,  put  down 
some  experiment  al  wells  near  the  mouth  of  Salt  River,  on  the  Tittabawassee, 
but  they  did  not  go  deep  enough  to  reach  the  brine  and  the  work  gave  no 
definite  results.  Tn  i?^40,  Dr.  M.  O.  T.  l'lc«;';ner,  ,1  distinf^utshed  re'-ident 
physician,  made  experiments  with  surface  brine  and  produced  a  Utile  good 
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salt.    For  ten  years  following  but  little  attention  was  given  to  the  matter, 

bill-  in  January,  1859,  Grand  Rapids  prirtic-^  had  introduced  a  bill  in  the 
State  Legislature  providing  for  the  appropriation  of  810,000.00  for  the 
development  of  the  salt  industry  ou  the  Grand  River.  There  was  at  that 
time  but  little  money  in  the  State  treasury,  and  the  citizens  of  the  Saginaw 
Valley  believed  that  if  this  aid  were  extended  to  the  applicants,  no  further 
expenditure  for  a  like  purpose  at  Saginaw  would  be  granted.  They  deter- 
mmed  to  defeat  the  bill,  and  under  the  lead  of  Mr.  Webber,  Norman 
Little,  Dr.  Geo.  A.  Lothrop  and  Ch as.  li.  Mott,  a  substitute  was  intro- 
duced providing  that  the  State  should  pay  a  bounty  of  ten  cents  a  barrel 
on  all  salt  that  should  be  made  from  brine  found  in  Michigan,  and  also 
exempting  from  taxation  all  property  used  in  the  manufacture  of  salt. 
Mr,  Webber  drew  up  this  substitute  and  Hon.  James  Bimey,  then  State 
Senator  for  Sa.nnaw  C  inly,  and  later  Minister  at  the  Hague,  introduced 
it.  The  members  of  the  Legislature  had  little  belief  in  available  salt 
deposits  in  the  State  and  regarded  the  biU  as  a  joke.  To  sudi  an  extent 
was  it  viewed  in  this  light,  that  an  amendment  made  the  bounty  ten  cents 
a  bushel  instead  of  ten  cents  a  barrel,  and  it  was  adopted  as  amended 
February  1$,  1859.  same  day  the  East  Ss^naw  Salt  Company 

was  organized  with  n  r.ipitnl  stock  of  $$0,000.00  divided  into  2,000  share'^ 
of  $?'.no  each.  (  )ii  Maan  30th,  the  subscription  books  were  opened  and 
within  two  days  tlie  stock  was  taken.  Ten  acres  of  land  was  secured 
from  Jesse  Hoyt  who  was  to  receive  for  it  $100.00  an  acre  if  the  well  was 
successful,  and  if  no  salt  was  found  to  retain  it  making  no  charge.  Work 
on  the  shaft  began  in  August.  1859,  and  at  a  depth  of  670  feet  a  fine 
quah'ty  of  brine  was  struck  in  May,  i860.  The  result  that  followed  was  a 
saline  excitement  siinilnr  to  that  in  the  oil  regions  when  a  great  new  (low 
is  struck,  and  land  values  at  once  felt  the  stimulus  and  rose  in  price.  In 
June,  i860,  was  turned  out  the  first  salt  from  their  block,- which,  on  July 
4th,  of  that  year,  was  the  principal  attraction  of  the  day.  It  was  then 
thrown  open  for  inspection  of  the  public  and  people  gathered  from  all  parts 
of  the  country  to  inspect  it.  The  opening  of  the  salt  industry  seemed 
mn;t  aTi':picious,  but  the  kettle  prficr-js  as  «]sed  at  Syracuse,  New  York, 
did  not  prove  successful  here,  and  much  money  was  spent  in  experiment- 
ing before  the  use  of  exhaust  steam  from  the  sawmills  was  used  for  the 
evaporation  of  the  brine.  When  that  method  was  learned  salt  blocks  were 
attached  to  all  of  the  Saginaw  mills  and  the  output  of  Saginaw  Valley  salt 
rapidly  pushed  into  the  commercial  prominence  that  it  has  ever  since  held. 
The  act  providing  tor  the  payment  of  a  bonntj'  on  salt  made  in  the  State  had 
the  effect  of  inducing  capital  to  attempt  tlie  experiments  that  had  such 
momentous  results,  but  it  had  been  passed  without  the  intent  of  actually 
giving  the  promised  bounty.  When  the  brine  deposits  were  discovered 
the  Legislature  hastily  repealed  the  law  and  the  only  money  received  from 
the  State  by  the  East  Saginaw  Salt  Company  was  $5,000.00  secured  under 
a  mandamus  issued  by  the  Supreme  Court.    For  several  years  prior  to 
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1857  various  railroads  hnd  been  projected  to  connect  Saginaw  with  the 
outer  world  but  none  had  assumed  tangible  form.  In  that  year  the  Flint 
&  i'crc  Marquette  Railroad  Company  was  organized  and  its  charter  per- 
fected, and  in  the  following  year  work  on  the  line  was  begun.  Shortly 
after  its  ©ionization  Mr.  Webber  was  employed  as  its  attorney  and  coun- 
sel and  continued  in  that  capacity  until  March  1,  1870.  To  promote  the 
building  of  the  railway  the  company  received  a  grant  of  over  five  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  land  lying  along  the  line  across  the  State  of  Michigan. 
Mr.  Webber  was  now  appointed  by  the  railway  company  its  land  commis- 
sioner and  general  solicitor  and  entrusted  with  the  care  and  management 
of  its  great  land  interests.  He  held  this  office  until  June  i,  1885,  and 
during  this  period  administered  the  trust  with  rare  fidelity,  judgment  and 
succe'^^.  A  !:;;lancc  at  the  fic^tire'^  ?howin^!^  the  volume  of  business  transacted 
by  liie  land  department  for  that  period  of  fifteen  years  shows  the  financial 
ability  and  administrative  Ulents  that  Mr.  Webber  possesses.  There  were 
sold  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  eight  acres 
of  land  at  an  average  price  of  $1 1.53  per  acre.  Sales  of  timber  from  these 
lands  brought  the  receipts  up  to  $4,041,839.24  and  with  interest  charges 
added  made  a  totnl  of  $4,440,045.60,  This  enormous  business  was  trans- 
acted at  an  expense  of  only  four  and  one  half  per  cent,  of  the  collections. 
On  June  i»  1885,  Mr.  Webber  retired  from  his  office,  as  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  railroad  lands  had  been  disposed  of.  In  1850  Jesse  Hoyt 
came  from  New  York  State,  made  laige  investments  in  Michigan  lands 
including  the  original  plat  of  the  village  of  East  Saginaw.  By  his 
energv  that  village  was  built  up  and  soon  took  on  a  prominence  amonfj; 
the  cities  of  the  State.  Mr.  Webber  was  his  attorney  until  1870,  when 
he  took  charge  of  the  land  interests  of  the  F.  &  P.  M.  R.  R.  Co.  In 
1875  Mr.  Hoyt  became  president  of  this  company  and  on  its  reorgan- 
ization in  1880  he  took  the  same  position  in  the  reoi^anized  company  in 
which  he  was  a  heavy  stockholder.  In  the  reorganization  Mr.  Webber,  as 
attornev  for  the  bondholders  of  the  road,  foreclosed  the  securities,  bid  in 
the  property  and  drew  up  the  articles  of  association  for  its  successor. 
Jesse  Hoyt,  wlio  had  acquired  a  large  fortune  by  successful  investments  in 
lands,  railway  stocks,  etc.,  died  in  1882,  leaving  an  estate  in  Michigan 
valued  at  about  $4,000,000.00.  For  many  years  Mr.  Webber  had  been 
Mr.  Hoyt's  confidential  friend  and  adviser.  His  splendid  ability  as  a 
financier,  hi<5  honorable  character  and  his  success  in  administering  large 
interests  pointed  him  out  as  a  fit  guardian  for  the  trust,  and  Mr.  Hoyt, 
at  his  death,  left  his  vast  and  varied  interests  to  his  friend's  care  without 
bond.  Since  the  death  of  Mr.  Hoyt  the  various  great  enterprises  that  he 
inaugurated  have  been  conducted  with  strict  fidelity  and  unvar>'ing  success, 
and  the  portion  of  the  estate  not  yet  closed  is  yet  in  Mr.  Webber  s  rharnje. 
Included  in  the  property  of  the  estate  were  large  interests  in  tht;  .Sa-maw, 
Tuscola  &  Huron  Railroad.     During  Mr.  Hoyt's  life  it  was  built  from 
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Saginaw  as  far  as  Sebcwaing,  thirty-seven  miles.  From  its  inception  the 
superintendence  of  construction,  purchase  of  materials,  letting  of  contracts 
aiid  other  details  were  intrusted  to  Mr.  Webber.  In  1884  Mr.  Webber 
extended  the  line  from  Sebewaing  to  Bay  Port,  and  thence  easterly  three 
miles  to  reach  valuable  undeveloped  stone  quarries,  which  are  now  opera- 
ted by  the  railway  company.  The  remaining  eighteen  miles  from  the  Bay 
Port  quarries  to  Bad  Axe  were  made  in  1886.  Mr.  Webber  has  been 
president  of  the  road  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Hoyt  in  1882.  It  is  an 
iiujioitant  feeder  to  Saginaw,  making  tributary  to  it  a  fertile,  rich,  and 
pioductive  section.  When  the  railroad  reached  Bay  Port,  it  threw  open 
to  easy  access  one  of  the  finest  natural  summer  resorts  on  the  Great  Lakes. 
It  is  on  Wild  Fowl  Bay,  a  beautiful  little  arm  of  Saginaw  Bay.  Its  waters 
swarm  with  lake  fish  and  wild  fowl  haunt  its  feeding  grounds.  Here,  in 
1886,  Mr.  Webber  opened  a  handsome  summer  hotel  in  connection  with 
the  railroad.  Mr.  Hoyt  was  also  interested  in  tlie  construction  of  the 
Saginaw  &  Mt.  Pleasant  Railroad,  a  short  line  of  fifteen  miles,  connect- 
ing Coleman  and  Mt.  Pleasant,  now  owned  by  the  F.  &  P.  M.  R.  R.  Co. 
Mr.  Webber  was  for  some  time  president  of  the  company  before  construc- 
tion of  the  road.  Mr.  Webber  has  always  been  a  Democrat  and  stands 
high  in  the  council'?  of  his  party.  From  1854  to  i8c6  he  was  Circuit 
Court  Coinmisssioner.  LaLcr  he  was  prosecuting  attorney  lor  Saginaw 
county,  axid  in  1874  was  elected  mayor  of  East  Saginaw.  While  mayor, 
the  board  of  police  commL<isioners  was  created,  and  his  office  made  him  a 
member  of  it.  The  lumbering  industry  had  drawn  to  Saginaw  a  rough 
element  and  crime  was  rampant.  The  conditions  called  for  intelligent 
action,  and  an  efficient  police  force  was  organized  and  the  lawless  element 
subdued,  while  a  warfare  was  waged  against  the  haunts  of  sin,  by  which 
most  of  them  were  closed  and  hundreds  of  disreputable  characters  forced 
to  leave  the  city.  The  records  of  that  year  show  that  from  this  city 
twelve  convicts  were  sent  to  the  State  prison,  over  one  hundred  and 
twent>'  to  the  house  of  correction,  and  many  lesser  ofTenders  to  the  county 
jail.  Mr.  Webber  wa«  elected  State  St  n.itor  in  i^~4.  For  twenty  years 
the  prohibitory  liquor  law  had  encumbered  the  stature  books  of  Miciiii^^an, 
a  dead  letter,  and  Mr.  Webber  was  active  in  its  repeal  and  in  the  passage 
of  a  high  tax  law.  Zach.  Chandler  was  a  candidate  before  the  general 
assembly  for  re-election  to  the  U.  S.  Senate  and  received  Republican  cau- 
cus nomination.  Six  Republicans  refused  to  be  governed  by  the  caucus. 
Sixty-seven  votes  were  necessary  \o  t  lect.  and  the  Democrats  had  only 
sixty.  Mr.  Webber  was  jiroinincnt  in  the  negotiation  which  secured  a 
coalition  of  the  sixty  with  tiie  stx  Republican  bolters  and  one  Independent, 
in  favor  of  Judge  Christiancy,  and  thus  elected  him  over  Chandler.  At 
the  National  Convention  at  St.  Louis  in  1876  Mr.  Webber  was  chair- 
man of  the  Michigan  delegation.  He  introduced  the  resolution  recom- 
mending future  Nnfionri!  conventions  to  abolish  the  "two-third?"  rule 
and  it  was  adopted,    in  that  year  also  he  received  the  unanimous  nom- 
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ination  as  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Governor  of  Michij^an.  A  vig- 
orous canvass  fni<Tht  have  overcome  the  large  Republican  majority  of 
the  Stale,  but  liis  nature  revolted  from  the  undignified  and  questionable 
methods  so  often  used  to  court  popular  favor  and  he  made  no  effort  to 
gain  votes  for  himself.  Although  failing  of  an  election,  nearly  two  thou- 
sand more  votes  were  cast  for  him  than  were  given  in  the  State  for  Samuel 
J.  Tildcn  for  President,  thus  showinf^  the  i^t-ncral  ;«y)pn'ciati<in  of  his  worth. 
In  other  lines  Mr.  Webber's  life  has  been  one  of  usctuhicss  by  the  good 
example  he  has  set  for  others.  He  has  been  prominent  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  State  and  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  practical  farm  work,  especially  as  related  to  the  soils  of  Michigan.  His 
own  fine  farms,  of  which  he  has  several,  receive  his  careful  attention,  and  are 
models  of  what  can  be  accomplished  by  inte!lic;ent  .study  applied  to  prac- 
tical husbandry.  Hi.s  writings  on  agricultural  suhjucts  have  been  favorably 
received  by  the  press  and  widely  read  by  progressive  farmers.  When 
preparations  were  being  made  in  1886  to  celebrate  the  semi-centennial  of 
Michigan,  he  was  invited  to  prepare  the  paper  on  "Agriculture**  and  his 
paper  was  one  of  the  best  that  were  read  on  that  occasion.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  was  connected  with  the  executive  board  of  thp  State  I'omolog- 
ical  Society,  and  was  elected  president  of  the  Slate  Agricultural  Society  in 
1878.  Mr.  Webber  is  a  member  of  several  fraternal  orders.  In  1S35, 
Ss^naw  Lodge  F.  &  A.  M.  was  oi^antzed,  and  Mr.  Webber  was  the  third 
member  to  undergo  the  rites  of  initiation.  He  has  survived  the  two 
brothers  who  preceded  him,  of  whom  Mr.  Norman  Little  was  first  and 
W.  I..  P.  Little  second,  and  is  thus  the  oldest  member  of  the  lodge  in 
point  of  priority.  He  was  Master  of  the  lodge  three  years.  At  Flint  he 
was  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  Washington  Chapter,  and  in  1864  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  Sai^naw  Valley  Chapter  No.  31.  For  three  years 
he  served  as  High  Priest,  and  was  raised  in  1869  to  the  position  of  Grand 
High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan.  Still  higher  Masonic 
honors  were  accorded  him  when,  in  1874,  he  was  plfcteri  Grand  Master  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Michigan-  He  also 
belongs  to  5t.  Bernard  Commandery  No.  16,  K.  T.,  of  which  he  was  for 
one  year  Eminent  Commander.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Independent 
order  of  Odd  Fellows  in  1847.  He  has  two  daughters — Florence  Ann,  bom 
at  Milford,  Michigan,  in  1850,  who  became  the  wife  of  James  B.  Peter,  of 
East  Saginaw  in  1873,  and  Frances  E.  Viewing  Mr.  Webber  in  whatever 
liglu  we  may,  the  result  is  a  satisfactory  one.  As  a  business  man,  he  has 
shown  a  broad  mind  that  has  enabled  him  to  look  beyond  the  present  and 
see  the  results  in  the  future.  He  was  quick  to  discern  the  natural  riches 
of  the  State,  wise  in  their  development,  and  careful  of  the  details  of  his 
undertakings,  thereby  insuring  their  success.  To  Saginaw,  the  city  of  his 
adoptioti.  especially,  will  his  name  ever  be  a  bright  and  honored  one,  as 
his  enterprises  ha\  <  laid  at  her  icct  a  fertile  tributary  country,  bound  to  it 
by  arteries  of  steel  tli rough  which  pulsates  a  volume  of  traffic  that  is  a 
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large  factor  in  its  commercial  prominence.  As  a  citizen,  he  has  been  hon- 
ored and  his  individuality  has  stamped  itself  on  his  home  in  an  enduring 
manner. 


HERMAN  WALTER  STEVENS,  ex-Circuit  Judge,    Port  Huron. 

Judge  Stevens  is  a  direct  descendant  of  New  England  ancestr>'.  He  is  of 
English  extraction,  through  the  blood  of  Puritans  who  sought  in  the 
Western  Continent  that  freedom  to  worship  God  according  to  the  dictates 
of  their  own  consciences,  which  England,  the  land  of  their  nativity,  did 
not  guarantee.  Until  recently  the  first  home  of  the  Stevens  family  in  this 
country  stood  where  it  was  erected  about  1660,  near  Kilingsworth,  Con- 
necticut. The  descendants  of  the  family  scattered  during  the  two  cen- 
turies following,  Harmon  i..  Stevens,  the  fatlicr  of  our  subiect,  was 
a  native  of  New  York,  where  he  married  a  daughter  of  Judge  Mitchell,  and 
sister  of  Judge  William  T.  Mitchell,  now  of  Port  Huron.  He  came  to 
Michigan  in  1840,  and  first  settled  at  Romeo,  in  Macomb  county,  where 
Herman  Walter  Stevens  was  born,  November  4,  1843.  Shortly  afterwards 
his  father  retnovcd  to  Port  Huron  v.!ion  he  engaf;;ed  in  the  mercantile  and 
lumbering  business.  That  he  held  the  conhdence  of  the  people  of  all 
shades  of  political  preference  is  evinced  by  the  tact  that  he  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  of  Port  Huron  for  thirty-five  years  con- 
secutively. The  elementary  part  of  the  education  of  Herman  W.  was 
obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  Port  Tluron,  which  was  followed  by  a 
crnirse  at  the  Ypsilantt  Seminary,  then  under  the  management  of  Profes- 
sor Estabrook.  Later  he  entered  the  University  of  Michigan  and  was  ^ad- 
uated  with  the  class  of  1866,  receiving  the  baccalaureate  degree  of  B.  A. 
Two  years  later  he  was  graduated  from  the  Law  Department  of  the  same 
University  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  during 
the  same  year  and  at  once  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Port  Huron. 
Ho  was  a«;«;ociated  with  Georp;e  VV.  Wilson  for  one  year  under  the  firm 
name  of  Wilson  &  Stevens,  in  1870  he  entered  into  partncrs-hip  with  N. 
E.  Thomas  under  the  firm  name  of  Stevens  &  Thomas.  This  arrange- 
ment was  continued  until  1882,  when  Mr.  Stevens  was  elected  Judge  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  a  term  of  six  years.  After  retiring  from  the  Bench 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  S.  L.  Merriam,  which  was  maintained 
from  iSSSto  1894;  since  then  he  ha?  practised  alone.  In  politics  Judge 
Stevens  is  a  Republican,  but  he  has  held  himscit  aloof  troui  all  contests  for 
political  preferment,  refusing  to  accept  any  office  outside  of  the  line  of  his 
profession.  He  was  dty  attorney  for  Port  Huron  for  the  years  1878  and 
1879,  and  Circuit  court  commissioner  for  six  3rears;  but  these  offices  merely 
afforded  enlarged  opportunities  for  the  continiiniion  of  his  practice,  which 
he  has  persistently  followed  in  its  main  drift.  While  yet  a  ver>'  young 
man  lie  entered  the  profession  of  law,  for  which  he  possessed  a  taste  and 
abilities,  and  the  allurements  of  political  office  have  not  tempted  him  to 
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turn  .l  idc.  On  the  Bench  lie  has  preserved  without  a  stain  the  clean 
reputation  which  he  had  already  established.  Since  his  retirement  from 
the  Bench  to  engage  in  the  sharp  contentions  incident  to  general  practice, 
he  has  evinced  larger  breadth  and  growth.  His  character  for  learning, 
integrity  and  knowledge  of  the  law  is  supplemented  by  intellectual  force 
and  nervous  energy.  His  personality  impresses  his  logic.  He  is  respected 
as  a  man  and  recotmized  a<5  a  lawyer  of  abilitv  bv  members  of  the  proff^s- 
sion  who  iiave  opposed  innri  in  the  trial  courts  or  analyzed  his  ai^uments 
before  appellate  courts.  The  records  of  the  courts  bear  testimony  to  his 
large  clientage.  A  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  is  rarely  held  in  which  he 
does  not  appear  in  one  or  several  cases.  In  the  Circuit  Court  of  his  own 
district  he  has  for  years  been  a  conspicuous  figure,  on  one  side  or  the 
other,  of  almost  every  case  of  importance.  Jndj^^e  Stevens  was  married  in 
June  1869,  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Bishop,  daughter  of  Russell  Bishop,  presi- 
dent of  Genesee  County  Savuig..  Bank,  of  Flint,  Michigan.  They  have 
two  daughters  and  two  sons.  The  Judge  and  his  family  attend  Grace 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  his  father  was  for  many  years  Senior  Warden. 
Judi'^o  Steven?  has  so  ordered  his  life  as  to  retain  hi<^  own  self-respect,  the 
respect  ot  his  colleagues  in  the  profession,  and  the  rcspecl  of  his  neighbors 
and  friends  wherever  they  arc  found. 


BETHUEL  CLINTON  FARRAND,  Port  Huron.  Mr.  Farrand  has 
long  been  a  prominent  lawyer.  His  life  history  is  interesting,  not  only 
from  its  successes,  but  for  the  lessons  it  inculcates.  He  is  descended 
from  Nathaniel  Farrand  who  emigrated  from  England  and  settled  in  Mil- 
ford,  ConnccticuL,  as  one  of  the  planters  in  1645.  For  several  generations 
the  descendants  of  thi<;  emigrant  remained  in  New  England.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  bora  in  Cayuj^a  county,  New  York,  December  ri,  r820. 
He  was  the  third  son  of  Hon.  Bcthucl  Farrand,  a  native  of  Hanon,  New 
Jersey,  bom  June  12,  1783,  and  Fanny  Manila  Shaw,  of  Auburn,  New 
York.  He  was  named  for  his  father  and  the  intimate  friend  of  his  father, 
the  astute  politician  and  renowned  statesman,  Governor  Clinton,  of  New 
York.  The  family  removed  to  Michigan  at  the  befrinning  of  the  year  1825, 
when  lie  was  iimh  r  hvc  years  of  age,  and  located  first  in  Detroit,  His 
father  obtained  from  the  city  council  in  February,  1S25,  an  exclusive  fran- 
chise for  supplying  the  city  of  Detroit  with  water.  As  the  ordinance 
which  was  adopted  for  this  purpose  granted  the  right  "to  Bethuel  Farrand 
and  his  legal  representatives"  he  transferred  the  franchise  in  the  autumn 
of  the  same  y(^:tr  and  removed  to  Ann  Arbor.  Purchasin;.^  a  farm  near 
that  town  lie  eii;;aL,red  i:i  the  usual  r'xitiut:  of  phintiii)^  and  harv't-^ting 
grain,  ajid  a  few  years  later  introduced  silk  culture  into  the  Territory  ol 
Michigan.  He  was  successful  in  prosecuting  this  enterprise  to  the  extent 
of  producing  in  1837  about  thirty  pounds  of  sewing  silk.    The  State,  by 
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an  act  of  the  Legislature  endeavored  to  encouraji^o  this  new  industry  by 
authorizing  a  loan  of  iJSoo  to  Mr.  Farrand,  witliout  interest,  to  enable  him 
to  ealarge  his  experiments.  In  spite  o£  his  efforts  and  enterprise^  how- 
ever, silk  culture  proved  to  be  unprofitable,  owing  to  the  inhospitable 
climate,  and  this  pioneer  planter  abandoned  his  pet  scheme  after  losing 
all  of  the  capital  invested.  With  severe  hardship  and  great  difficulty  he 
repaid  the  loan  ndvanrcd  by  the  State,  for  he  was  an  honest  man.  The 
amount  appears  insi^iuiu  ant  compared  to  the  sums  recently  devoted  to 
the  estabUshment  of  experimental  stations  by  the  General  Government, 
but  it  was  large  when  the  resources  of  the  borrower  and  the  facilities  for 
making  money  at  that  time  and  place  are  considered.  Agriculture  was 
greatly  depressed  and  good  money  was  difficult  to  obtain  for  the  products 
of  the  farm.  Mr.  Farrand.  •senior,  wri';  the  first  judge  of  probate  in 
Washtenaw  county.  He  was  instrununial  in  organizing  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Ann  Arbor  and  tor  twenty-one  years  was  one  of  its  elders.  The 
son,  Bethuel  Clinton  Farrand,  received  his  early  education  at  Griffin 
Academy,  Ann  Arbor.  On  arriving  at  his  majority  in  1839  went  to 
Detroit  to  carry  out  a  purpose  which  he  had  long  cherished,  to  begin  the 
study  of  law.  lie  had  no  capital  other  than  his  enerp^y.  integrity,  charac- 
ter, and  good  hi  all  h.  in  order  to  pay  a  portion  of  his  expenses  he 
engaged  with  one  of  the  merchaiUs  of  the  city  to  act  as  janitor,  sweeping 
out  the  store  after  the  day's  trade  was  over  in  payment  for  his  lodging. 
For  a  short  time  he  read  with  the  firm  of  Morey  &  Taylor,  and  afterwards 
with  Joy  &  Porter,  a  firm  of  which  James  F.  Joy  was  long  the  head.  He 
entered  into  a  contract  with  Mr,  Toy  to  do  clerical  work  in  the  office  and 
such  messenger  service  a«  ilu  firm  might  have  for  him  at  the  price  or 
salary  of  one  dollar  per  week.  This  sum,  meagre  though  it  seems  to  be  at 
the  present  time,  was  relied  upon  for  his  support  for  a  period  of  three 
years.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  bread  constituted  his  chief 
article  of  food  and  water  his  only  drink.  He  managed  to  eke  out  the 
salary  occasionally  b\  saving  the  amount  of  fare  which  the  firm  allowed 
when  sending;  liin»  lo  Lansing  on  business  trips,  by  making  the  jour- 
ney on  foot.  At  the  conclusion  of  bis  life  as  a  student  an  accounting  or 
settlement  was  had  with  the  firm  and  he  received  a  check  for  thirteen  dol- 
lars, being  the  balance  due  on  salary  at  the  rate  agreed  upon  for  a  period 
of  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  weeks.  After  this  settlement  was  con- 
cluded to  his  entire  satisfaction  Mr.  Joy  voluntarily  presented  him  a  second 
check  for  one  hundred  and  forty-nmo  dollars,  thus  doubhng  the  salary  and 
affording  him  means  to  start  in  his  profession.  His  associates  in  the  office 
of  Mr.  Joy  during  his  student  life  were  Hon.  George  V.  N.  Lothrop  and 
E.  C.  Walker,  Esq.,  who  subsequently  became  eminent  in  the  profession 
of  law.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  "The  Kent  Club,"  and  wrote  the 
constitution  for  the  i:^overnment  of  the  club.  It  was  a  society  of  stitdcnts 
in  l)c;troit  and  among  its  members  were  many  who  afterwards  became 
famous.    The  roster  contained  the  names  of  Honorable  G.  V.  N.  Lothrop, 


BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  MICHIGAN. 


i23 


Anson  Burlingame,  F.  T.  Sibley  and  D.  Rcthunc  Duffield.  He  passed  an 
examination  before  the  Snpremc  Couri  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
1843,  locating  iii^t  at  Falmcr  i,novv  St,  Clair)  at  that  time  the  county  seat 
of  St.  Clair  county,  and  remaining  there  one  year.  He  then  removed  to 
Port  Huron  where  he  has  resided  continuously  more  than  fifty  years. 
During  this  long  period  he  has  actively  participated  in  the  progress  and 
business  of  tlic  community,  maintaininiy  all  the  while  an  honorable  position 
at  the  I^ar.  1  lis  Ih'st  partner  was  Lorenzo  M.  Mason,  in  the  firm  of  Ma^^nn 
&  i'arrandj  a  partnership  which  continued  about  six  years.  For  a  period 
subsequent  to  that  until  1857  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
lumber  with  satisfactory  profit,  and  then  resumed  the  practice  of  law  in 
partnership  with  Hon.  Omar  D.  Conger,  who  was  later  a  member  of  Con- 
gress and  United  States  senator,  and  Hon.  E.  W.  Harris,  under  the  style 
of  Conger,  Harris  B{  Farrand.  Suh^cquenlly  he  became  associated  in 
partnership  with  Hon.  VV.  T,  iviitclicli,  who  was  afterwards  elected  judge 
of  the  Circuit  Court.  He  invited  William  L.  Jenks,  who  had  been  a  stu- 
dent in  his  office,  to  a  partnership  in  his  practice,  and  the  firm  of  Farrand 
&  Jenks  continued  until  1892,  when  Mr.  Farrand  retired  from  active  prac- 
tice on  account  nf  failint^  health.  Hc  has  never  been  a  narrow  partisan, 
politically,  and  never  sought  political  office.  Three  times  with  long  inter- 
vals between  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  for  St.  Clair  County, 
first  in  1844,  second  in  i860  and  again  in  1889.  This  is  the  only  official 
position  he  has  ever  held  except  that  of  city  clerk  and  secretary  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Port  Huron,  to  which  he  was  appointed.  He  has  been  for  many 
year<:  and  Is  now  actively  identified  with  the  Pioneers'  Society  of  St.  Clair 
county.  During  the  last  years  of  his  active  connection  with  the  legal  pro- 
fession his  practice  was  chiefly  in  the  probate  court  and  in  the  settlement 
of  estates.  Mr.  Farrand  was  married  November  14,  184s,  to  Miss  Laura 
W.  Whitman,  daughter  of  David  Whitman,  an  early  settler  of  St.  Clair 
county,  who  came  from  Haverill,  New  Hampshire.  This  union  was 
broken  June  2?.  1853,  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Farrand.  October  16,  1854 
he  married  Miss  Helen  M.  Wheaton,  daughter  of  Jolin  Wlieaton  of  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  who  was,  at  the  time  of  her  marri^e,  principal  of  a 
young  ladies'  school  in  Detroit.  She  had  previously  been  connected  with 
the  high  school  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  was  known  as  a  very 
capable  teacher.  She  originated  the  Ladies  Library  Association  of  Port 
Huron  and  has  been  for  several  years  vice  president  for  St.  Clair  county 
of  the  "Sute  Historical  and  Pioneer  Society."  She  has  ability,  culture 
and  refinement,  and  deserved  prominence  in  literary  circles.  Their  child- 
ren are  Laura  Caroline,  wife  of  Silas  L.  Valentine,  a  prominent  merchant  of 
Port  Huron;  Bethuel  Clinton,  Jr.,  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  boots  and 
shoes.  Port  Huron;  Helen  M.,  wife  of  George  H.  T.  Naumann,  of  Berlin. 
Germany;  Fannie  C,  wife  of  John  T.  Boynton,  banker  of  East  Saginaw; 
Mary  Emma,  wife  of  J.  C.  Tyler,  lumberman,  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee. 
For  more  than  seventy  years,  boy  and  man,  Mr.  Farrand  has  been  a  resi-  ^ 
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dent  of  thr  torritory  and  State  of  Michigan.  He  has  known  adversity  and 
enjoyed  prosperity.  Hi.s  early  life  was  al^ll:)^t  a  struggle  ior  cxisunce,  in 
which  all  of  the  luxuries  and  most  of  the  comlorts  oi  living  were  denied 
him.  His  courage  and  self-denial  were  severely  tested  in  the  privations 
which  he  endured  to  acquire  an  honorable  profession.  His  ambition  was 
noble  and  his  energy  unflagging.  Throughout  the  long  period,  greater 
than  i>;  allottrd  to  the  average  man,  he  has  maintnined  a  reputation  nb'n'e 
reproacli  arid  a  character  with* mi t  l^lomisli,  f  i is  name  is  accepted  amoni^ 
all  who  know  him  as  the  synonym  for  commerciai  integrity  and  profes- 
sional honor.  The  purity  of  his  private  life  exemplifies  the  high  standard 
of  Christianity  in  which  he  believes. 


O'BRIEN  J.  ATKINSON,  I'ort  Huron.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  was 
born  at  Toronto,  Canada,  but  at  an  early  age  came  with  his  family  to  the 
United  States,  locating  at  Port  Huron,  Michigan.  He  was  one  of  eleven 
children  born  to  James  Atkinson  and  Elizabeth  Shinners,  both  of  whom 

were  natives  of  Ireland.  His  father  was  a  surveyor  and  followed  the 
vocation  in  Ireland  and  America.  His  mother  wa^  the  d.^nj^hter  of  Lucy 
O'Brien,  a  relative  of  William  Smith  O'Brien,  the  distinguished  leader  of 
the  Irish  rebellion  of  1848.  The  family  being  in  easy  circumstances  our 
subject  had  the  advantage  of  good  education.  He  first  passed  through  the 
public  schools  of  Port  Huron,  after  which  he  entered  the  academy  at 
S.irina,  Canada,  where  he  took  the  full  classical  course.  Retu miner  to 
Miciiigan  he  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  State  I'nivrrviity.  L,radu- 
ating  in  i860,  receiving  the  first  diploma  issued  by  the  Law  Uepartment  of 
that  now  famous  institution,  and  a  degree  of  LL.  B.  He  applied  for  ' 
admission  to  the  Bar  and  was  admitted  at  Detroit  in  the  Wayne  county 
Circuit  Court,  in  June  i860.  He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Port  Huron,  but  before  his  busines.s  h.id  assumed  tangible  form  the  civil 
war  burst  on  the  astonished  people  ami  lu  otTi  red  his  services  first  to  his 
country.  He  enlisted  for  a  term  of  three  years,  or  (iuring  the  war,  but  so 
patriotic  were  the  gallant  sons  of  Michigan  that  the  quota  was  full  before 
the  company  to  which  he  belonged  was  mustered  in  and  it  \ns  thereupon 
disbanded.  While  he  himself  narrowly  missed  the  opportunity  of  carrying 
arms  for  his  countt}',  the  country  has  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  family, 
as  he  had  four  brothers  in  the  field.  Continumg  in  his  profession  he  was 
for  two  successive  terms  elected  prosecuting  attorney  for  St.  Clair  county. 
Early  in  his  career  he  came  to  be  recognized  as  a  strong  man  and  has 
been  an  active  figure  in  most  of  the  hard  fought  legal  contests  originating 
in  his  'section  of  the  State.  Several  men  who  are  now  prominent  at  the 
Bar  01  on  tlie  Bench  began  their  fir^Jt  active  v.-ork  with  him.  Amon^,'  the 
number  we  mention  Elliot  G.  Stt  v.  ns.)ii,  of  i>etroit,  and  Judge  Samuel 
W.  Vance,  of  the  Thirty-first  Judicial  District.    Other  prominent  attor- 
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neys  with  whom  he  has  been  associated  as  partners  are  his  brother,  Col. 
John  Atkinson,  and  John  S.  CrelHn.  Mr.  Frruik  T.  W;j!cott  is  ',vith  him 
at  the  present  time.  He  has  for  a  period  of  i',\  (  -u\-  years  been  ilu:  Issral 
representative  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Raiuoad  lor  the  State  of  Michigan, 
and  15  also  attorney  (or  the  Flint  &  Pere  Marquette  Railroad.  His  prac- 
tice extends  through  all  the  courts  of  the  State  and  the  United  States 
District  and  Circuit  Courts.  He  recently  obtained  a  verdict  in  the  State 
Supreme  Court  that  ("lahlishes  a  preced«mt  of  iTiton  st  to  every  property 
owner  inside  of  corporation  limits.  The  case  was  McMoran  et  al  vs.  Fitz- 
gerald ct  al.  The  plaintiff  obtained  an  injunction  in  the  district  court 
preventing  defendant  from  erecting  a  factory  in  a  subdivision  that  had 
originally  been  sold  for  residence  purposes  only.  The  defendant  pur- 
chased one  of  these  lots  from  a  second  party  and  claimed  the  right  to  use 
his  property  for  a  fncton,'  site  if  he  saw  fit.  The  case  was  carried  to  the 
Supreme  Court  where  the  mjunction  was  made  perpetual.  Term  of  '95 
O'Brien  J.  Atkinson  for  plaintiff.  Though  nominally  a  Democrat  Mr. 
Atkinson  is  in  no  sense  a  politician.  He  has  on  several  occasions  been 
nominated,  once  for  Congress  and  more  than  once  for  Circuit  Court  Judge, 
and  other  offices,  but  invariably  declined  to  accept  the  nomination  for  any 
office  that  would  interfere  with  his  professional  work.  Though  having  no 
taste  for  politics,  he  has  not  declined  to  assume  his  full  share  of  responsi- 
bility as  a  citizen.  He  was  nominated  and  elected  as  the  first  mayor  of 
Fort  Gratiot,  now  a  part  of  Port  Huron,  which  he  acepted  from  a  sense 
of  duty.  He  at  one  time  accepted  a  nomination  on  the  Democratic  ticket 
for  Judge  of  the  .Supreme  Court,  nt  the  earnest  solicitation  of  his  friends, 
but  was  defeated  n*  the  polls  with  tlie  entire  ticket.  Mr.  Atkinson  is  a 
lover  of  books  and  of  literary  pursuits.  During  his  leisure  hours  he  has 
written  most  acceptably  on  different  topics  for  magazines  and  State  papers, 
some  of  his  contributions  such  as  "Thomas  Moore,"  "Campbell,  Bums  and 
Moore,"  "Relation  of  Church  to  School,"  "Capital  Punishment,"  etc., 
have  attracted  much  attention  for  ?cholarly  composition.  While  not  a 
professional  lecturer,  his  ability  in  tliis  direction  !<  tnarkerl.  His  address 
before  the  State  Bar  Association  m  1894,  on  "Grand  Juries/'  was  a  mas- 
terful presentation  of  the  weak  and  salient  points  in  the  system.  During 
the  season  of  1895-6  he  delivered  a  course  of  lectures  at  the  P.  £.  Church 
at  Port  Huron  on  the  subject  of  "Citizenship;"  first  in  its  relation  to  the 
State;  second  in  its  relations  to  the  United  States;  third,  in  its  relntions 
of  citizrn  to  citizen.  He  was  married  in  November,  186 1,  at  Port  Huron, 
to  Miss  Maiy  M.  Jones.  They  have  no  children.  Mr.  Atkinson  has 
gained  a  competency  in  his  business  and  distinction  as  an  advocate  at  the 
Bar  and  reputation  as  an  upright  citizen.  As  a  lawyer  he  ranks  among 
the  first  in  the  State.  In  his  manners  he  is  affable,  courteous  to  his 
friends,  kind  :.nd  liberal,  and  in  independent  circiimstances.  In  faith  he  is  a 
Catholic,  but  in  his  cliarities  he  is  a  brother  to  all  mankind. 
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THOMAS  MARTIN  CROCKER,  ex  iud^n  ,  Port  Huron.  The  most 
instructive  part  of  the  histor\'  of  a  State  is  tound  in  the  biographies  of  the 
men  who  make  it.  The  man  who  begins  life  with  nothing  but  what  iic 
was  endowed  with  by  nature  and  who  by  his  own,  unaided  efforts  rises  to 
affluence  and  a  position  of  trust  and  honor,  becomes  an  unconscious  object 
lesson  to  the  generations  that  follow  him.  A  man  may  In  cc^nie  a  hero  by 
some  signal  act  of  bravery  or  display  of  genius;  but  tn  f^aiu  iuid  retain  the 
highest  confidence  and  respect  of  the  people  of  an  entire-  State  for  a  life- 
time implies  more  than  physical  courage  and  skill;  it  also  indicates 
strength  of  character,  morality  and  industry.  To  the  latter  class  belongs 
the  subject  of  our  sketch,  Mr.  Thomas  Martin  Crocker,  of  Mt.  Clemens, 
Michigan.  Following  the  stem  of  his  genealogical  tree  carries  us  far  back 
into  the  seventeenth  century.  His  ancestors  on  both  sides  came  from 
Devonshire.  Ens^land,  immigrating  to  this  country  in  1634.  Deacon 
WiUiam  Crocker,  who  was  the  parent  of  the  American  branch  of  the 
family,  located  with  Parson  Lothrop  at  Barnstable  and  was  one  of  the 
notable  men  of  the  country.  His  mother  was  a  descendant  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Hooker,  first  pastor  of  the  church  at  Newtown  (now  Cambridge), 
Massachusetts,  who  with  a  portion  of  his  flock  crossed  through  the  wilderness 
and  founded  a  new  colony  at  I  lartford,  Connecticut.  Thomas  Martin  wa?  the 
son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Crocker  (nee  Hooker),  and  was  born  November 
23,  1825,  in  the  family  home  at  Pawlet,  Rutland  County,  Vermont.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  his  early  days  were  as  uneventful  as  is  usual  with 
farmers*  sons.  His  educ  iti  inal  advantages  were  not  of  the  highest  order 
but  above  the  average  of  his  class.  He  went  through  the  public  and  select 
schools  of  Rutland  oountv,  afterwards  takincy  a  course  of  private  instruc- 
tion under  Lyman  Chandler,  a  man  of  comprehensive  Icarnmg,  at  Gran- 
ville, New  York.  Leaving  the  paternal  roof  in  1S44  &t  age  of 
eighteen,he  came  west  to  take  up  the  duties  of  life  on  his  own  responsibil- 
ity. He  spent  the  first  two  years  working  with  his  uncle  on  a  farm  in 
Macomb  county,  Michigan,  teachincf  'school  in  the  winter.  In  May.  1H49, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Fandira  Kinurx-,  daughter  of  Andiesv  Emory,  of 
Lamoile  county,  Vermont,  an  old  citizen  01  the  State.  In  1851  Mr. 
Crocker  removed  to  New  Baltimore,  Michigan,  with  his  uncle,  the  Hon. 
Cortez  P.  Hooker,  and  the  following  year  was  elected  a  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  no  sooner  assumed  the  duties  of  this  office  than  he  realized 
that  to  properl)'  di^icharge  them  hr  must  know  something  about  the  ele- 
ments of  law.  I'his  '.VMS  the  first  public  manifestation  of  one  of  the  lead- 
ing characteristics  of  the  man  —  to  assume  no  public  duty  without  a 
conscientious  regard  for  its  faithful  performance.  With  this  idea  in  view  he 
procured  such  elementary  works  as  Blackstone,  Kent,  Greenleaf's  Evidence, 
Story's  Equity,  Jurisprudence  and  Pleadings,  with  Chitty  and  Addison  on 
Contracts.    The  study  of  these  volumes  fully  matured  his  preference  for 
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the  law  as  his  life  work  and  these  books  formed  the  nucleus  of  what  in 
later  years  became  one  of  the  finest  law  libraries  in  the  State.  From  time 
to  time  he  added  to  his  library  and  read  and  studied  as  his  other  duties 
would  permit  until  January,  1859,  when  he  applied  for  admission  to  the 
Bar  and  passed  a  successful  examination  before  the  Circuit  Court  at  Mt. 
Clemens,  Judge  Green  presiding.  In  November,  T862,  he  took  up  his 
residence  at  Mt.  Clemens,  forming  a  Co-partnership  with  Giles  Hubbard, 
an  old  practitioner,  ranking  among  the  ablest  trial  attorneys  of  the  State. 
Just  prior  to  the  formation  of  this  partnership  Mr.  Crocker  was  elected 
prosecuting  attorney  of  Macomb  county  for  a  period  of  two  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  this  term  he  was  chosen  probate  judge,  serving  in  this 
position  four  years.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  con-^titutional  convention 
of  1867,  and  took  an  active  part  in  drnfting  a  new  State  Cnnstitution.  In 
1874  he  was  called  by  his  fellow  townsmen  to  the  chair  of  vHlage  president, 
which  he  filled  four  consecutive  terms  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  people. 
Peace  and  quiet  are  not  the  undisturbed  condition  of  humanity  or  the 
unfailing  heritage  of  mortals.  Sorrow  and  storm  will  come.  The  year 
1876  seemed  to  be  a  fateful  one  in  Judge  Crocker's  life.  During  that  year 
death  claimed  both  hh  bii^'incss  partner  and  the  partner  of  his  life  and 
home.  There  were  two  sons  and  two  daughters  as  the  fruit  of  his  mar- 
riage, who  survive.  The  eldest  of  these  is  Samuel,  a  civil  engineer,  who 
resides  at  Algonac,  Michigan.  Martin,  a  lawyer,  who  has  been  a  member 
of  both  the  Houses  of  Representatives  and  State  Senate,  resides  at  Mt. 
Clemens.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Harry  B.  Hutchins,  at  present  Dean  of  the 
Law  Department  in  the  University  of  Michit^an,  at  Ann  Arbor.  Fannie,  the 
youngest,  is  at  home.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Cornell  University,  New 
York,  of  the  class  of  1891,  and  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  high  school  of  Mt. 
Clemens.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Hubbard,  Judge  Crocker  associated 
Harry  B.  Hutchins,  his  son-in-law,  in  the  business  with  him.  This 
arrangement  continued  until  1S84,  when  Mr.  Hutchins  was  appointed  a 
proff  s-^or  in  the  Law  Department  of  the  l'ni\'ersity  of  Michigan.  He  con- 
ductrd  thi:  bustneHf!  from  that  time  alone  until  1889,  wiien  he  took  his  son 
Martin  into  co-partnership.  This  relation  was  continued  until  1893,  when 
he  was  tendered  the  appointment  of  collector  of  the  Port  Huron  district, 
which  he  accepted.  In  1889  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Mt.  Clemens,  and 
re-elected  in  1891  without  opposition,  declining  a  nomination  for  a  third 
term  in  1893.  Tic  was  married  to  Mrs.  Cordelia  Sabin  in  1892,  and  after 
taking  the  office  of  collector  rpmoved  for  convenience  to  Fort  llurnn, 
where  he  at  present  resides.  During  his  thirty-five  years  of  active  work 
at  the  Bar,  Judge  Crocker  has  tried  many  ii^iportant  cases  and  his  name 
and  face  are  familiar  in  the  Supreme  Court  and  in  almost  every  Circuit 
Court  of  the  State,  as  well  as  in  the  United  States  Circuit  and  District 
Courts.  His  sterling  integrity,  his  good  judgment,  his  comprehensive 
grasp  of  legal  principles,  together  with  his  thorough  knowledge  of  men  and 
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affairs,  have  made  him  a  safe  ad\  iser  ami  in  litigated  c:isc--  a  formidable 
antagonist.  As  an  example  of  w  hat  m:in  can  accomplish  for  himself  by 
perseverance,  industry  and  a  conscientious  regard  for  duty,  Judge 
Crocker's  life  15  worthy  of  study  by  the  rising  generation. 


CHARLES  H.  CAMP.  Saginaw.  The  snbioct  of  this  sketch,  head  of 
the  firm  of  Camp  &  Brooks,  was  born  September  33,  1835,  at  Hanover, 
New  Hampshire.  His  parents,  David  Camp  and  Elvira  E.  Smith,  were 
both  natives  of  the  same  State,  and  English  by  descent.  His  boyhood 
represented  the  type  of  New  England  farmer's  boys,  divided  between  work 
In  all  the  departments  of  farming  and  attendance  at  the  public  schools. 
His  higher  education  was  obtained  in  Kimball  Union  Academy,  at  Mcri- 
den,  where  he  remained  until  1S54,  and  in  Dartmouth  College,  irom 
which  he  was  graduated  in  i860.  After  leaving  college  he  studied  law 
with  O.  W.  Lull,  of  Milford,  New  Hampshire.  Before  the  completion  of 
his  course  of  reading,  moved  by  the  spirit  of  patriotism,  which  pervaded 
t5i<  nnrtliern  States,  he  rn!f<^tpd  in  the  Union  army  in  the  fall  of  1861  ;  was 
a])p')int(  d  fir^t  lieutenant  of  tlic  Eighth  New  Hampshire  volunteer  infantry, 
a  regiment  assigned  to  the  New  England  division,  which  went  to  Ship 
Island  under  the  command  of  General  Benjamin  F.  Butler.  All  of  his 
military  service  was  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf.  In  the  winter  of 
1862-63  he  was  the  prosecuting  officer  of  a  military  court  established  by 
Gen,  Butler,  with  headquarters  at  Thibodcaux.  Louisiana,  given  jurisdic- 
tion of  all  that  part  of  the  State  west  of  the  Missi.s.<^ippi  river,  Col.  O.  W. 
Lull  as  judge  of  the  court.  He  was  witli  the  reserve  at  the  taking  of 
New  Orleans,  was  in  numerous  engagements  until  he  was  disabled  at  the 
battle  of  Port  Hudson.  He  continued  in  the  service  until  the  latter  part 
of  t863,  when  he  was  honorably  dischai^^ed,  and  returned  to  New  Hamp- 
shiic.  ■  Si'ion  after  retitrnirif;  to  his  native  State  he  resumed  the  studv  of 
lav.  at  the  Albany  Law  School,  whore  he  remained  about  six  months, 
when,  upon  examination,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  New  Yoik.  In 
the  fall  of  1864  he  came  to  East  Saginaw,  Michigan,  where  he  opened  an 
office  and  at  once  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  formed 
a  co-partnership  with  George  B.  Brooks,  which  has  remained  unbroken  for 
more  than  thirty  years.  Mr.  Camp  i«  pre-eminently  an  ofifice  lawyer  and 
has  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  what  may  be  termed  the  office  practice  of 
the  firm.  Careful  and  methodical  in  hi^  wori<;  possessed  of  superior 
capacity  for  details,  he  excels  in  the  preparation  of  cases  for  trial.  In  the 
division  of  labor  between  members  of  the  firm,  according  to  their  aptitudes 
and  preferences,  this  branch  of  the  work  naturally  falls  to  him.  After  first 
establishing  a  -^ood  foundation  of  law  he  constructs  hi'^  rase  thereon  in  the 
most  substantidi  manner.  He  has  the  abilities;  the  perception  of  law  and 
its  applicability;  the  assiduity  and  perseverance  required  for  the  prepara- 
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tion  of  the  pleadings,  of  even,-  fcirm  nnd  variety.  It  may  rightfully  be 
assumed  that  he  enjoys  this  branch  of  the  practice  because  of  his  aptness 
for  it.  The  two  members  o£  the  firiu  aupplement  tacli  other  fully,  as  is 
evidenced  by  the  continuation  of  a  partnership  during  the  life  of  a  genera- 
tion.  In  politics  Mr.  Camp  is  a  Democrat.  He  has  never  been  a  candi> 
date  for  political  office,  prt  ferring  the  business  of  a  private  pr;K*ic<  to  the 
cares  and  responsibiHtics  i^f  public  ofncc.  The  method-  oi"  an  office-seeker 
have  no  charms  for  him  ami  ihc  icwartis  of  political  sfi\'icL-  ate  too  uncer- 
tain to  be  relied  upon  for  bread.  In  1887  he  was  nominated  as  the  Dem- 
ocratic candidate  for  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan,  but  went 
down  to  defeat  with  his  party.  His  successful  competitor  was  Charles  D. 
Long,  present  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court.  Latteriy  the  firm  of  Camp  & 
Brooks  have  been  engaged  much  in  real  estate  matters.  They  are  now 
interested  in  reclaiming  and  bringing  under  cultivation  over  nine  thousand 
acres  of  land  which  was  oacc  a  swamp.  They  have  about  two  thou- 
sand acres  of  this  tract  already  under  cultivation  and  the  reclamation  goes 
on  with  the  assurance  of  final  success  and  profit.  Mr.  Camp  was  married 
September,  1865,  to  Irene  Wellington,  of  Walpole,  New  Hampshire. 
Though  they  have  no  children  the  union  has  been  fortunate  and  happy,  as 
the  subject  of  our  sketch  has  a  genial  disposition  and  wears  a  sunny  coun- 
tenance, which  always  tends  to  brighten  and  cheer  the  home.  He  enjoys 
the  confidence  of  the  profession  and  the  esteem  of  his  neighbors. 


DAN  P.  FOOTE,  Saginaw.  Mr.  Footc  was  born  August  18,  1831,  in 
Deerfield,  Oneida  county,  New  York.  His  father  was  Henry  Foote,  a 
man  of  intelligence  and  some  means;  his  mother  was  Harriet  Northrup, 
of  the  Northrups  of  Deerfield,  wealthy  and  prominent  people.  In  1837 
Mr.  Foote's  family  removed  to  Freedom,  Cattaraugus  county,  Ne  w  York, 
then  a  new  «;ertiori  noted  for  it«^  high  hills,  rapid  streams  and  hea\-y  tir-n!)er. 
Some  earlier  settlements  had  been  made  in  Cattaraugus  and  Alk-gany 
counties,  but  the  country  was  nearly  a  wilderness.  The  means  of  educa- 
tion were  those  usually  existing  on  our  ever  receding  frontier,  and  Mr. 
Foote  enjoyed  such  advantages  as  were  afforded  by  the  ordinary  district 
school.  One  advantage  was  a  well  selected  library  which  the  State  pro- 
vided for  every  district.  Of  this  Mr,  Foote  avai'.ed  himself  to  the  utmost. 
His  tather  who  had  owned  and  operated  a  carding  mill  and  a  small  woolen 
factory  in  Oneida,  was  a  thoroughly  well  informed  man,  much  inclined  to 
books  and  study.  On  removing  to  Cattaraugus  he  located  upon  a  farm, 
the  greater  part  of  which  \*'a5  covered  by  the  original  forest.  In  three 
or  four  years  the  tnnbered  land  was  converted  into  prodiu  five  meadow 
land  and  pasture,  carrying  a  larf^e  dairy.  Dan  P.,  while  too  young  to  take 
any  considerable  part  in  the  work,  saw  it  done,  which  proved  a  subsequent 
advant^e.  The  long  winter  evcniugs  were  devoted  to  reading  and  study, 
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occasionally  varied  by  a  contested  law  suit  lasting  all  night  sometinnes, 
before  his  father,  who  for  many  years  was  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Martin 
Grover,  afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  ajid  A.  P.  Lan- 
ning,  of  Buffalo,  then  of  Rushford,  were  often  before  Mr.  Justice  Footc's 
court.  Amid  such  surroundings  the  boy  grew  up  un^ii  he  was  nearly 
sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  regular  army  (or  the  war 
with  Mexico.  He  received  his  discharge  at  Fort  Columbus,  June  27, 
1848.  As  wc  find  no  particular  mention  of  Mr.  Foote  in  the  histories  of 
that  war,  which  added  such  magniticeut  territories  to  the  Union,  we  con- 
dude  his  service  averaged  with  that  of  the  fifty  thousand  young  men  who 
were  mustered  out  at  Buena  Vista  and  Monterey,  or  buried  between  Vera 
Cruz  and  Chapultepec.  The  books  of  the  school  library  Mr.  Foote  had 
read  with  peculiar  zest  related  to  voyages  and  adventures  in  strange  lands, 
and  his  brief  experience  as  a  soldier  stimulated  a  latent  desire  for  seeing 
the  world.  On  the  12th  of  September,  1848,  he  sailed  from  New  Bedford 
in  the  bark  Persia,  a  whaler  carrying  three  boats,  and  bound  upon  a  long 
cruise  around  Cape  Horn.  As  the  object  of  the  voyage  was  to  cruise  for 
sperm  whales,  found  only  in  the  low  latitudes,  the  ship  was  kept  about 
east-southeast,  heading  for  the  Cape  Verde  islands — passing  the  Azores, 
where  she  called  at  the  port  of  Horta  (Villa  Oita)  the  capital  of  Fayal, 
and  where  after  di^hargtng  a  considerable  quantity  of  oil  taken  on  the 
passage,  the  ship  lost  an  anchor  and  came  very  near  going  ashore  on  the 
point  where  Capt.  Charley  Reid  beached  the  privateer  br^.  General  Arm- 
strong.  From  there  to  the  beautiful  and  dreamy  island  of  Madeira,  where 
the  people  peacefully  doze  life  away.  Mr.  Fnote  says  it  is  v.nrth  a  voy- 
age across  the  Atlantic  to  look  npnn  thic  (juaint,  romp.ict  city  with  its  tili'- 
roofed  houses  that  carry  one  back  to  the  days  antedating  the  landing  at 
Plymouth  Rock,  and  upon  the  Bay  of  Fanchal  with  the  great  amphithe- 
atre of  vine-dad,  terraced  hills  that  sweep  nearly  around  it,  crowned  at  the 
top  with  the  towering  old  structure  known  as  "Mount  Church."  At  the 
Cape  Verde  islands  the  ship  remained  a  week  for  the  purpose  of  taking  on 
water.  There  are  no  docks  at  Porto  Praya;  boats  land  on  the  beach 
through  the  surf.  The  casks  for  water  were  rafted  on  a  line,  as  a  iitring 
of  logs  are  rafted  from  the  boom  at  Saginaw,  and  towed  ashore  until  they 
grounded,  when  the  men  jumped  overboard  and  rolled  them  through  the 
surf  to  the  berich  and  then  rolled  them  overh\nd  about  sixty  rods  to  the 
city  well,  affording  rather  inackish  water.  The  filled  casks  were  rolled 
back  to  the  beach  and  through  the  sun'  until  thev  wouhl  tloat,  and  again 
rafted  up  and  towed  alongside.  Some  fine  sea  turtle  that  would  make  an 
alderman  hungry  were  taken  at  Porto  Praya.  From  Cape  Verde  the  ship 
proceeded  around  the  "Horn"  to  Society  Islands  and  thence  to  New 
Holland,  taking  whales  as  they  were  found,  never  making  a  passage,  but 
cruising  under  easy  sail,  sending  a  boat  ashore  at  the  islands  when  moved. 
.  by  curiosity;  back  to  Jtian  Fernandez,  where  Mr.  I'note  was  ashore  with 
the  Captain  and  a  boat's  crew  nearly  an  entire  day,  and  thence  to  Callao 
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whejf  be  went  a-^horc  with  the  ship's  carpenter  to  visit  the  city  of  Lima, 
six  miles  from  the  port.  Here  they  became  so  interested  in  ttiat  historic 
old  city  that  they  quite  foi^ot  to  return  to  the  ship.  Mr.  Foote  remained 
here  a  year  working  at  the  carpenter's  trade  and  other  emplojrment,  mak- 
ing  occasional  short  coasting  voyages  in  the  crazy  Peruvian  craft  and 
rambling  in  the  mountains,  picking  up  information  and  Spanish  all  the 
time.  The  latter  was  not  difficult,  .since,  by  the  aid  of  "Olh^ndorf's 
Spanish  in  Six  Easy  Lessons,"  he  already  had  some  notion  oi  the  lan- 
guage. The  climate  on  the  coast — ^latitude  12  south— did  not  agree  with 
one  reared  on  the  Cattaraugus  hills,  and  he  reluctantly  bade  adieu  to  the 
land  of  Pizarro  and  the  Incas,  and  returned  to  New  York  in  the  John  G. 
Coster,  a  large  ship  for  those  days,  loaded  almost  to  her  scuppers  with 
{juano.  The  pa'Rsa<?e  was  long  and  the  vessel  b;u!1y  broken  up  and  nearly 
wrecked  soon  alter  she  rounded  the  "Horn"  and  hauled  up  10  the  north- 
ward, but  she  weathered  it,  and  with  make-shift  spars  and  sails,  fine 
weather  and  fair  winds,  "drifted'*  into  New  York  quite  a  respectable  wreck, 
but  bearing  full  proof  of  the  lively  time  she  had  down  at  the  "H  hm." 
Mr.  Foote  next  tried  the  navy  —  wa<?  schoi ilmaster  on  the  reccivin|;  --lii;) 
North  Carolina  for  a  few  months  and  then  on  the  coast  of  Africa  iti  Uie 
sloop  oi  war  Jamestown,  on  the  lookout  tor  slavers,  i  his  he  regarded  as 
a  picnic,  compared  with  a  whaler  or  merchant  ship;  work  light,  food  good, 
exercise  at  quarters  not  too  often,  and  frequent  visits  to  the  island  ports. 
He  touched  at  Madeira  and  Cape  Verde  again,  St.  Helena,  the  Windward 
island  and  then  to  Rio  de  Taneirf^,  and  down  to  Montevideo,  wliere  he  was 
transferred  to  the  store  ship  Relief,  and  di<^charj[td  on  arriving  at  New 
York.  He  next  tried  shorter  voyages  and  in  1831  was  at  the  port  of  San 
Juan  de  los  Remedios  with  a  clipper  brig  for  forty  days  waiting  for  a  cargo 
at  the  very  time  Lopez  made  his  last  landing  at  Bahia  Honda  (Deep  Bay) 
in  August,  only  a  month  before  he  (Lopez)  was  executed  at  Havanna; 
thence  around  the  "Horn"  aprain  in  the  full  clipper  Gov.  Morton,  with 
fdty  cabin  passengers,  who  found  that  an  easier  way  to  California  than 
across  the  plains  or  the  isthmus.  He  arrived  at  San  Francisco  in  July 
1858,  after  a  voyage  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  dsys.  Here  he  sailed  a 
coasting  schooner.  La  Buena  Dia,  drove  stage,  prospected,  mined,  carried 
a  hod,  acted  as  clerk  of  a  warehouse  and  then  at  the  Alamedo  Hotel  at  £1 
Enibarradcro,  of  San  Jose;  in  fact  did  anything  that  paid,  and  most  work 
paid  there  at  that  time.  He  [  :  mained  in  California  until  February  1854, 
then  sailed  on  his  last  voyage  in  the  Sweepstakes  for  Hong  Kong,  Wam- 
poa  and  New  York,  by  way  of  Cape  Good  Hope,  arriving  in  New  York  in 
July,  1854— his  wanderings  over  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-three.  He 
had  seen  much  of  the  world  and  had  carefully  noted  and  applied  what  he 
had  seen.  In  October,  1854,  he  was  married  at  Fox  Lake,  Wisconsin,  to 
Mi^*;  F.lizabeth  C.  Graham,  whose  father  was  a  native  Scotcliman  of  the 
Grahams  of  Clavcrhousc.  During  the  winter  of  1854-5  he  taught  school 
in  the  township  of  Mundy,  Genesee  county,  and  was  regarded  an  excellent 
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teacher,  though  some  thought  the  government  of  the  ';chool  savored  of 
the  discipline  of  a  man-of-war.  In  the  spring  ot  1853  he  moved  upon  a 
wild  eighty  acre  tract  of  land  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  any  clearing, 
road  or  house,  and  commenced  turning  his  forest  land  into  a  farm.  That 
same  spring  he  planted  corn  and  potatoes  enough  to  carry  him  to  the  next 
crop;  and  during  the  summer  cut  the  logs  and  built  a  snug  house  in  which 
his  three  sons,  George  Graham,  Charles  Edwin,  ^nd  l.nni^ley  Sutherland 
were  born  — himself  doing  all  the  work,  even  to  inakinL;  the  shingles  for 
the  house.  In  three  years  he  had  cleared  as  much  of  his  land  as  he 
desired,  working  alone  or  exchanging  work  with  some  neighbor  when  he 
needed  a  hand  to  help  1<^  or  thresh — and  made  his  farm  pay  from  the 
start.  After  that  he  taught  school  winters,  served  as  school  inspector, 
ju.stice  of  the  peace,  re.id  law  with  Judge  Sntherlnnf!,  and  Inter  with  Hon. 
Wm.  H.  Sweet,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  September  19,  1863.  In 
May,  1866,  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Saginaw,  where  he  established  him- 
self as  an  attorney,  and  from  that  time  on  by  diligent  study  and  close 
application  .sought  to  become  a  lawyer.  In  a  pecuniary  sense  he  was  fairly 
successful  from  the  day  he  hung  out  his  shingle  at  S^naw,  and  as  he 
seems  to  have  observed  the  maxim  "to  keep  what  you  wt  and  ^et  all  you 
can,  "  he  is  well  provided  for.  He  served  for  a  long  time  on  the  board  of 
supervisors — especially  when  the  city  of  Saginaw  had  one  of  its  contests 
with  its  troublesome  rival,  East  Saginaw,  across  the  river.  He  served  for 
many  years  as  city  attorney  and  one  term  as  prosecuting  attorney,  being 
elected  by  the  =;a\'ing  majority  of  three,  though  it  may  be  stated  that  the 
county  was  tlien  strongly  Republican,  while  Mr.  Fonte  by  nature  and 
practice  was,  is,  and  probably  always  will  be,  a  iJcnuicrai.  1  he  question 
involved  in  that  contest  between  him  and  his  opponent,  Mr.  Daniel  W. 
Perkins,  was  one  of  hay  fork  rather  than  politics.  Mr.  Perkins  was  attor- 
ney for  an  enterprising  man  who  had  sold  a  patent  hay  fork  to  the  farmers 
of  Saginaw  counfy.  In  1876  Mr.  Foote  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate 
by  his  customary  majority  of  three,  over  his  friend,  the  capable  and  genial 
C.  Stuart  Draper.  The  late  Hon.  George  F.  Lewis,  the  able  founder  and 
editor  of  the  Sagtmawian,  speaking  of  Mr.  Foote  said : 

"Few  who  have  known  him  in  late  years  as  a  studious,  hard  working 
lawyer,  would  suppose  that  he  once  led  a  life  of  wild  advcn^T]rc;  and 
doubtless  few  who  knew  him  then  would  have  dreamed  of  finding  him  in 
middle  life  a  successful  and  honored  member  of  the  Bar.  His  strongly 
marked  indi\  iduality.  shrewd  judgment,  and  thorough  knowledge  of  men, 
account  for  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  friends.  Socially  he  is 
an  agreeable  companion  and  his  ready  wit  and  store  of  accumulated  facts 
have  brought  him  in  demand  to  respond  to  toasts  at  social  gatherings,  as 
well  as  to  speak  at  annivf-rsary  celebratioTT:.  and  especially  at  fe-stivals  held 
for  the  benefit  of  cliaritable  institutions  under  the  direction  of  the  Catholic 
church,  where  he  has  always  spoken  upon  some  Irish  subject,  his  addresses 
generally  hcini^  published  in  full.  He  has  done  much  editorial  work,  and 
is  a  strong  and  ready  writer  upon  political  questions,  and  a  forcible  public 
speaker." 
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Since  his  year  In  Peru  he  has  been  a  continual  student  of  the  Spanish 
language  and  has  made  many  translations  from  the  Spanish  fnr  ]r.ibHtati<ni, 
of  articles  and  speeches  worthy  of  preservation  in  an  English  dress,  lie 
now  has  a  complete  translation,  in  manuscript,  from  the  Spanish  of  the 
"New  Robinson  Crusoe,"  ongially  written  in  German  by  Joachim  Hem- 
rich  Campe  with  the  German  title  "Robinson  der  Jungere,"  a  '57  edition 
of  which  was  published  in  German  in  15^56.  Ill  health  induced  by  over- 
work caii<?<?d  him  to  spend  the  winter  of  at  tlic  Bermudas,  where  he 
'A'tfjti-  a  -.i:-iit;s  rif  ii.'tters  iip'.Mi  thr  j_;"i)\'o-nirieiit.  j.icnjik-  and  characteristics  of 
the  islands,  lor  publication  in  the  Lour ur-Ht rata,  whicii  were  read  with 
much  interest,  and  the  next  winter  he  spent  In  Florida,  writing  frequent 
letters  to  the  Courier-Herald  from  that  land  of  sunshine  and  oranges  and 
rattlesnakes,  in  which  In  detailed  his  observations  impartially  in  very 
interesting:  «tylp.  Whilt!  lu-  ha*  never  been  engaged  in  any  ca^e  of  great 
public  interest,  his  practice  has  been  general  and  he  has  aided  to  settle  the 
law  on  some  important  points.  The  case  of  "Drcnnan  vs.  Herzog,"  (56 
Mich.)  raised  the  question  of  the  right  of  the  Legislature  to  impose  inter- 
est at  twenty-five  per  cent  per  annum  on  taxes  returned  delinquent.  In 
a  former  case  the  Court  had  intimated  that  such  rate  was  a  penalty  that 
would  void  a  sale  of  the  land  for  the  tax.  The  case  was  ejeclment; 
Herzog  held  under  a  tax  title  and  the  only  point  alleged  against  his  title 
was  the  rate  of  interest.  The  plaintiff  relied  upon  the  former  dictum  of 
the  Court.  Mr.  Foote  insisted  that  the  question  was  not  before  the  Court 
in  Silsbee  vs.  Stockle,  and  that  the  remarks  of  the  Court  could  not  be 
regarded  as  an  adjudication,  or  if  so,  the  conclusion  was  wrong;  the  Legis- 
lature had  the  y>mver  to  fix  the  interest  upon  unpaid  taxes,  and  the  power 
to  prescribe  the  rate  was  limited  only  by  the  judgment  of  the  Legislature, 
and  the  Court  had  no  constitutional  right  to  set  aside  the  law  because 
the  judges  thought  this  rate  unreasonable.  The  Court  so  held,  and  Her- 
zog retained  his  farm  —  the  tax  for  which  the  land  was  sold,  including 
charges,  was  $i.s)4. 

"Jerome  vs.  Ortnian  aiuJ  Rothschild,"  (66  Mich.)  raised  the  question 
as  to  what  constituted  a  sealed  instrument.  Ortman  and  Rothschild  sold 
Jerome  land  on  a  contract  for  $10,000,  which  Jerome  paid  at  the  rate  of 
$1,000  a  month  until  the  purchase  price  was  paid.  The  contract  was  the 
usual  blank  land  contract  in  common  use,  but  bore  no  actual  seal  and 
no  scroll  or  device  la  place  thereof.  A  deed  was  not  deuiauded  by  Jerome 
for  more  than  six  years  after  he  was  entitled  to  it.  He  then  discovered 
that  the  vendors;  had  no  title  and  brought  an  action  of  covenant  to  recover 
the  money  he  had  paid  on  the  contract.  The  defendants  pleaded  the 
statute  of  limitations  as  applicable  because  the  contract  was  not  under  seal, 
averring  tlial  no  action  could  thcrcapion  Ijc  maintained.  Mr.  Foote  con- 
tended that  it  was  a  sealed  instrument  upon  which  an  action  could  be 
brought  within  ten  years  from  the  time  r^ht  of  action  accrued ;  that  the 
question  whether  it  was  a  sealed  or  unsealed  contract  did  not  depend 
upon  the  presence  of  an  actual  seal,  but  upon  the  intention  of  the  parties 
thereto,  their  intention  was  to  be  determined  from  the  contract  itself  and 
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the  subject  matter.  Judge  Campbell  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court  sustain- 
ing this  view  said:  *'The  parties  intended  thh  instrument  to  be  a  deed, 
and  it  is  a  deed."    Jerome  recovered  his  money  paid  and  interest. 

"McGregor  vs.  Supervisors  of  Gladwin  county,*'  (37th  Mich.)  related 
to  tlio  powers  of  tlic  board  to  remove  the  county  treasurer  for  failure  to 
give  an  additional  bond  when  required  by  the  board.  McGregor  was 
removed,  but  the  record  failed  to  show  that  he  had  notice  of  the  proceed- 
ings. The  case  was  heard  on  certiorari  to  the  board.  The  board  returned 
that  McGrfj};or  was  present  al  the  time  action  was  taken.  Rut  Mr.  Foote 
objected  to  the  return  and  insisted  tliat  the  case  must  stand  on  the  record* 
The  court  so  held,  and  that  the  removal  was  void. 

"Williams  vs.  City  of  Sapinaw,"  f^ist  Mich.)  was  an  action  brought 
against  the  city  to  recover  taxes  paid  under  protest,  that  were  assessed 
upon  personal  property.  The  comptroller  by  mistake  assessed  Williams 
on  lumber  valued  at  %2S,00C),  wliich  in  fact  was  not  within  the  city. 
Williams  appeared  before  the  board  of  review,  but  the  assessment  was 
maintained.  The  testimony  taken  on  the  trial  showed  that  Williams  had 
personal  property  within  the  city  subject  to  assessment.  Mr.  Foote  con- 
tended that  the  value  thcrcot  wa.<  to  be  determined  by  the  assossinpf 
officer,  subject  to  the  final  determination  of  the  board  of  review,  and  sucn 
determination  was  in  the  nature  of  a  judgment  so  long  as  not  vacated  or 
set  aside,  and  the  coLu  t  coiihi  not  in  thi=;  way  he  compelled  to  act  as  a 
board  of  review,  which  contention  was  sustained  by  the  couit. 

"Burt  vs.  McBain,"  (29  Mich.  260)  held  that  the  settlement  of  an 
infant's  right  of  action  by  a  guardian  ad  iiicm  did  not  bar  the  infant  from 
bringmg  another  action  for  the  same  wrong.  Fletcher  vs.  Lee"  (71 
Mich.  493)  involved  the  question  of  exempt  property  seized  upon  attach- 
nru  lit  released  upon  a  defective  bond  in  replevin,  and  the  non-liability  of 
the  officer  therefor.  "SeligmaTi  v:.  Gray,  et  al."  (66  Mich.)  involved 
important  questions  as  to  the  liability  oi  joint  enaorsers.  "Pearson  vs. 
Hardin,"  (95  Mich.)  raised  the  question  of  the  liability  of  an  endorser 
upon  paper  raised  by  foi^ery,  and  of  an  estoppel. 

The  foregoing  only  indicates  the  character  of  the  business  done  by 
Mr.  Foote,  the  record  of  which  will  be  found  scattered  through  the  reports 
from  the  20th  volume  to  the  looth.  He  has  one  of  the  best  law  libraries 
in  the  State  and  a  fine  miscellaneous  library,  but  has  substantially  with- 
drawn from  practice,  doing  little  except  his  own  private  business.  Mr. 
Foote's  editorial  articles  a^inst  protective  tariff,  and  in  favor  of  sound 
money  and  against  a  debasement  of  the  currency  and  repudiation  by  the 
free  coinage  of  silver,  t^ivinji;  it  a  legal  debt-pay ijii^  value  beyond  its  true 
commercial  value,  which  have  all  been  carefully  preserved,  would  make  a 
large  volume.  He  has  always  avoided  being  known  as  a  public  writer, 
preferring  his  articles  should  be  anonymous. 
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AUSTIN  BLAIR,  deccrtsed.  Gnv.  Aii'^tin  Hlair  was  one  of  the  foremost 
citizens  of  Michigan  for  nearly  halt  a  century.  He  was  born  in  a  log  house 
on  his  father's  farm  in  the  town  of  Caroline,  county  of  Tompkins,  New 
York,  Februaiy  8,  1818.  This  unpretentious  beginning  of  his  career  was 
characteristic  of  the  man  from  the  day  of  his  birth  to  the  day  of  his  death 
—  nt  Jackson,  August  6.  181)4.  The  seventy-six  years  of  hi«  life  were 
busy  yenrs,  full  of  cares  and  full  of  honors.  Hi?  was  a  life  of  labor,  begin- 
ning in  ihe  early  years  of  childhood  and  ending  when  the  icy  fingers  of 
death  clutched  him  in  his  old  It  is  possible  only  to  present  here  the 

briefest  outline  of  such  a  life.  His  education  was  seasoned  with  hard 
work.  One  third  of  each  year  in  boyhooJ  was  spent  in  the  district  school 
and  two  thirds  on  the  farm.  He  was  ambitious  to  win  some  of  the  prizes 
of  life  and  conscious  that  education  would  aid  him.  His  father,  as  a  wise 
and  practical  man,  humored  his  aspiration.  He  was  prepared  for  collie 
in  Cazenovia  Seminary.  His  classical  education  was  obtained  in  Hamilton 
College,  where  he  spent  one  year,  and  in  Union  Collie,  then  presided 
over  by  the  eminent  Dr.  Nott,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1839,  after 
completinpf  the  studies  of  the  junior  and  senior  classes.  The  same  year  he 
began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Sweet  &  iJavis,  at  Uwcgo.  He  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  common  pleas  court  of  Tioga  county  in  1841, 
and  in  June  of  that  year  removed  to  Jackson,  Michigan.  In  1842  he 
located  in  Eaton  Rapids,  where  he  was  elected  county  clerk;  but  in  1844 
he  resigned  the  office  and  rt?turncd  to  Jackson.  The  latter  city  continued 
to  be  his  home  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  At  an  early  jierind  he 
displayed  unusual  talent  for  politics  and  was  a  popular  campaign  orator 
during  the  canvass  of  1844,  in  the  support  of  Henry  Clay.  In  1845 
elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  Legislature  of 
Michigan,  and  rendered  valuable  service  in  the  work  of  revising  the 
statutes,  as  a  member  of  the  iudiciary  committee.  Ife  was  oppo.sed  to  cap- 
ital punisment  anci  was  largely  instrumental  in  lia\  ing  il  abolished  in  Mich- 
igan. During  that  session  of  the  Legislature  he  exhibited  a  breadth  of 
charity  and  a  freedom  from  prejudice  unusual  in  a  politician  of  that  time. 
Indeed  it  may  be  said  that  he  occupied  a  plane  above  that  of  a  politician. 
He  made  a  report  as  a  member  of  the  judiciary  committee  in  favor  of 
strikinc^  from  the  constitution  the  word  "white,"  so  that  there  might  not 
be  any  distinction  of  race  or  color  in  the  franchise.  He  was  in  advance  of 
the  times  in  the  advocacy  of  sucii  a  measure  and  it  was  resented  by  his  party, 
resulting  in  his  defeat  at  the  next  election.  In  1848  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Free  Soil  convention  at  Buffalo,  and  was  chosen  one  of  the  committee 
of  conference  that  nominated  Van  Buren  and  Adams.  In  1854  he  was  an 
active  participant  in  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  at  Jackson. 
H«^  was  a  member  of  the  comnjittee  on  phitfcnin,  which  drafted  the  first 
declaration  of  principles  for  the  guidance  of  that  party.  He  was  elected 
prosecuting  attorney  of  Jackson  county  in  1852,  and  a  State  Senator  in 
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1854.  As  a  Senator  he  assisted  in  drafting  the  "Personal  Liberty  "Ri!l," 
desig'ned  to  protect  fugitive  slaves  in  the  Stnte  of  Michigan.  In  i<S56  he 
supported  General  Fremont  tor  i'rcsident,  actively  and  earnestly,  on  the 
stump.  His  interest  in  public  affairs  and  activity  in  politics  occupied 
much  of  his  time  which  otherwise  would  have  been  devoted  to  the  practice 
of  law.  He  was  unselfish,  however,  and  quite  willing  to  give  liberally  of 
his  time  in  support  of  measures  for  the  ])ijl)lic  fjnod.  even  to  the  detri- 
ment of  his  persona!  busincsh.  He  freely  ada^owledged  that  such  a  course 
resulted  in  financial  loss  to  him  but  declared  '  my  interest  in  the  anti-siav- 
ery  cause  was  so  great  that  I  did  not  hesitate  in  the  least  at  any  sacrifice  it 
was  possible  for  me  to  make."  He  was  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  Republican 
National  Convention  in  i860  and  elected  chairman  of  the  Michigan  delega- 
tion, which,  in  obedience  to  the  public  sentiment  of  the  State,  voted  for 
William  H.  Stnvard  for  IVc'^idcnt.  After  the  nomination  of  l.incohi, 
however,  the  action  o£  the  convention  was  heartily  endorsed  by  hun  in  one 
of  the  best  speeches  which  the  occasion  brought  forth.  During  the  cam- 
paign which  followed,  and  throughout  his  administration  as  President, 
Lincoln  had  no  supporter  more  \oyal  than  Austin  Blair.  He  was  elected 
Governor  of  Michigan  at  the  same  time  Lincoln  was  elected  presidL-nt,  and 
rt'-elccted  in  186?.  flis  patriotism,  energy  and  breadth  of  \';eu-  in  the 
support  of  war  measures  and  the  organization  of  Michigan  troops  entitled 
him  to  be  classed  as  one  of  the  great  "War  Governors,"  whose  influence 
made  the  success  of  the,  Union  armies  possible.  The  salary  of  Governor 
was  only  one  thousand  dollars  and  the  extraordinary  expenses  attaching  to 
the  office  during  that  period  cmnpelled  him  to  draw  upon  his  personal 
resources  until  they  were  t  xhaustuc].  He  left  the  office  poor  indeed  in 
material  property,  but  rich  in  the  enjoyment  ot  tlie  public  confidence  and 
the  elements  of  statesmanship.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  Congress  in 
1866,  re-elected  in  1868,  and  ^inin  1870.  His  most  conspicuous  service 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  was  as  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs  and  the  committee  on  Ways  and  Means.  He  supported 
vigorously  the  principle  of  protection,  as  embraced  in  the  bill  for  the  revi- 
sion oi  the  tarili  in  the  I'orty-first  Congress.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
the  committee  of  revision  of  the  laws.  His  integrity  under  great  tempta- 
tions was  recc^ized  by  Speaker  Blaine  in  his  appointment  to  the  chair- 
manship of  the  Committee  on  Claims  in  the  Forty -second  Congress,  a  com- 
mittee who^e  firmness  and  honesty  are  often  subjected  to  the  severest  test 
by  the  methods  of  men  having  large  claims  of  questionable  character. 
Governor  Blair  was  a  man  who  could  be  trusted  under  any  circumstances. 
Whatever  interest  enlisted  his  support  must  first  secure  the  approval  of 
his  conscience ;  after  that  he  was  earnest  and  persistent  in  its  advocacy. 
A  great  question  involving  principle  aroused  him  and  occasioned  the  display 
of  rare  powers  of  oratory.  His  emotions  were  sincere  and  deep,  and 
while  he  exhibited  none  of  the  graces  or  arts  of  the  trained  orator,  he 
spoke  from  the  heart  and  moved  the  hearts  of  those  who  heard.    It  is  not 
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doubted  that  if  he  had  been  somewhat  more  pliant  and  yieldiii}:^  a?;  a  poli- 
tician, the  ambition  of  his  lite  would  have  been  'gratified.  He  \va>  airil>L- 
tious  to  be  elected  a  Senator  of  the  United  States;  he  was  the  popular 
choice  of  the  Republican  party  in  the  State  when  at  least  two  Legisla- 
tures were  chosen.  The  combinations  secured  by  others  who  had  given 
more  attention  to  practical  politics^  in  both  cases  resulted  in  hb  defeat. 
Apropo*;  of  this,  Mr.  Blaine  in  his  "Twenty  Years  of  Congrcs-^"  says: 
"Austin  Blair,  who  had  won  great  praise  a?  Governor  of  Michigan  dLiriiig 
the  war,  now  entered  as  representative  of  the  Jackson  district.  He  exhib- 
ited talent  in  debate,  was  distinguished  for  industry  in  the  work  of  the 
House  and  for  inflexible  integrity  in  all  his  duties.  He  was  not  a  party 
man  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word,  but  was  inclined  rather  to  inde- 
pendence in  thought  and  action.  This  habit  separated  him  from  his 
friends  who  had  wisiied  to  promote  his  political  ambition,  and  estranged 
him  for  a  time  from  the  Republican  party.  But  it  never  lost  him  the 
confidence  of  his  neighbors  and  friends  and  did  not  impair  the  good  repu- 
tation he  had  earned  in  his  public  career."  Governor  Blair  was  a  good 
lawyer.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  U.  S., 
for  the  Eastern  District  of  Michi<xan.  June  4,  T^f^y.  On  February  7, 
1868,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  on  motion  of  Senator  Lyman  Trumbull.  The  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Laws  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Hillsdale  College  June  18,  1864. 
The  same  degree  was  conferred  by  the  University  of  Michigan  June  28, 
i8go.  He  was  elected  a  Regent  of  this  University  in  1881.  He  acceded 
to  the  request  of  prominent  citizens  without  distinction  of  party  to  accept 
the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney  tor  Jackson  county  in  1885.  His  elec- 
tion followed  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  He  was  nominated  as  a 
candidate  for  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  by  the  Republican  State  Con- 
vention in  1887,  but  was  defeated  with  the  ticket.  Tlic  practice  of  his 
profession  was  continued  practically  to  the  end  <>f  his  Hit:.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  il?r)5  appropriated  ten  thous  and  dollars  for  a  memorial  statue  of 
Governor  Blair,  to  be  erected  upon  the  capital  grounds  at  Lansing.  This 
ntay  be  r^rded  as  a  tardy  recognition  of  his  great  services  to  the  State ; 
but  it  is  scarcely  essential  to  the  perpetuation  of  his  fame.  The  record 
of  his  public  services  will  not  perish  from  the  earth  because  it  is  perpetu- 
ated in  the  memory  of  a  p;rateful  and  loya!  people.  Austin  Blair  was  mar- 
ried February  16,  1849,  ^'^  Sarah  L.  Ford,  nee  Horton,  who  is  still  living. 
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DON  M.  DICKINSON.  Detroit.  Hon.  Don  M.  Dickinson  is  a  native 
of  New  York,  the  .son  ut  New  Kngland  parents.  He  was  born  at  Port 
Ontario,  January  17,  1846.  His  father,  Col.  Asa  C.  Dickinson,  a  native 
of  Great  Barrington,  Massachusetts,  was  a  man  of  sterling  character  and 
large  intellectual  capacity.  His  mother,  a  woman  richly  endowed  with 
refinement  and  the  christian  j^raccs,  was  the  dniif^hter  of  Rev.  Jesseriah 
Holnnes,  of  Pomphret,  Connecticut,  a  clergyman  ot  cxcelknt  rcputati  n. 
The  first  American  ancestor  of  the  family  settled  in  Massachusetts  in 
1650,  and  to  this  day  many  of  his  descendants  are  living  at  the  foot  of  the 
Berkshire  Hills.  They  were  brave  and  patriotic.  One  of  them  fought 
with  Wolfe  at  the  storming  of  Quebec;  another  with  Washington  at  Valley 
Forge.  Colonel  Dickin'^on  came  west  and  "settled  in  St.  Clair  county, 
Michigan,  with  his  family  in  1S48.  Four  years  later  he  removed  to 
Detroit,  irom  that  time  to  the  present,  or  since  lie  was  six  years  of  age, 
Don  M.  Dickinson  has  been  a  resident  of  Detroit.  As  a  boy  he  attended 
the  common  schools  of  the  city;  after  which  he  was  prepared  for  college 
under  the  instruction  of  a  private  tutor.  He  entered  the  Law  School  of 
the  University  of  Michigan  at  the  at^e  nf  nineteen,  where  he  made  serious 
business  of  the  work  of  preparation  and  tiiiishcd  the  course  by  the  time  he 
arrived  at  his  majority.  He  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1867, 
admitted  to  the  Bar  and  at  once  entered  upon  the  practice  which  has  been 
continuous,  with  ever  increasing  success.  A  great  lawyer  lives  among  his 
books;  the  objects  of  his  devotion  are  his  cases;  his  field  is  the  Bar  and  the 
forum.  His  greatest  triumphs  are  h'ttle  known  tn  Ihe  public.  The  pro- 
fession alone  recor^nizes  them  and  the  records  oi  the  courts  perpetuate 
them.  Mr.  Dickinson's  practice  has  been  as  diversified  as  the  law  itself 
and  extended  through  all  the  courts  of  record  to  the  highest  m  the  United 
States.  Important  cases  have  called  him  frequently  into  the  courts  of 
other  States,  and  for  more  than  a  decade  much  of  his  time  has  been  occu- 
pied in  the  argument  or  trial  of  cases  in  the  ITnited  States  Supreme,  Cir- 
cuit and  District-  Courts.  At  an  early  period  in  his  career  he  became  a 
thoughtful  student  of  constitutional  questions  and  acquired  a  familiarity 
with  the  spirit  of  the  National  Constitution  as  well  as  its  articles  and  its 
limitations.  He  considers  it  the  guarantee  of  personal  and  individual 
rights  and  the  solemn  covenant  of  political  and  religious  liberty;  but  not  to 
an  extent  which  infringes  the  autonomy  of  the  State  or  the  rights  reserved  to 
the  people  and  the  States.  He  was  therefore  opposed  to  the  practice  which 
grew  up  in  the  Federal  Courts,  under  the  last  bankruptcy  law,  of  entertaining 
suits  in  equity  by  assignees.  All  manner  of  controversies  relative  to  prop- 
erty seized  as  assets  of  a  bankrupt,  by  the  United  States  Marshal,  were 
drawn  into  the  bankruptcy  court,  and  these  courts  enjoined  parties  from 
bringing  or  prosecuting  in  State  Courts  and  suits  in  tort  af^a'nst  the  marshal 
or  others,  involving  the  title  to  property  seized.  Mr.  Dickinson  associ- 
ated with  the  late  Matt  11.  Carpenter,  of  Wisconsin,  sought  by  mandamus 
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in  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  to  set  aside  an  injunction  of  a  bank* 

rtlptcy  court  in  the  case  of  ex-parte  Schaub  (98  S.  :?40,1  and  argued  the 
question  of  jurisdiction  exhaustively.  The  petition  was  denied  for  want 
of  power,  but  the  jurisdiction  of  the  banlcruptcy  court  was  asserted  m  a 
dictum.  Seven  years  later,  however,  in  Leroux  vs.  Hudson,  (109  U.  S. 
468,)  Mr.  Dickinson  again  argued  the  question,  assailing  the  dictum  of  the 
Court  in  the  former  rise,  and  on  this  occasion  his  view  of  the  law  was 
accepted.  Justice  Rhtchford,  speakiiig  for  the  Court  in  delivering  the 
opinion,  took  back  in  express  terms  what  the  Court  had  said  in  cx-parte 
Schaub,  cumpktely  reversing  its  exposition  of  the  law.  This  last  decision  wait 
of  great  importance  as  settling  an  ever-recurring  jurisdictional  controveisy 
between  the  Federal  and  State  Courts.  Some  of  the  interesting  cases 
argued  by  Mr.  Dickinson  in  llie  I'.  S.  Supreme  Court  are  cited  as  follows: 
In  126  U.  S.,  the  great  Telephone  Appeals,  his  argument  for  Draubaugh 
is  printed  m  full  from  the  stenographic  report.  It  was  sufficiently  elabor- 
ate and  profound  to  cause  Senator  Edmunds  to  yield  a  portion  of  the  time 
allotted  to  himself  for  argument  in  the  same  case,  in  order  that  Mr.  Dick- 
inson might  have  full  scope.  In  Hammond  vs.  Hastings,  134  U.  S.  401, 
the  Supreme  Court  sustarned  hi';  view  and  reversed  Judge  Gre';ham  of  the 
Seventh  Circuit,  that  the  innocent  h  )Mer  of  stock  pledged  for  a  loan  took 
the  stock  subject  to  the  equity  of  a  corporation  erected  by  statute.  A 
lien  had  been  given  by  the  court  below  under  a  general  law  of  Michigan 
to  a  Michigan  corporation  upon  the  stock  of  any  stockholder  for  indebted^ 
ness  owing  by  him  to  the  corporation,  the  stockholder  being  a  resident  of 
the  State  of  TUinois.  Falk  vs.  Mcebs,  127  U.  S.  507,  wa-;  a  leading  case 
involving  the  question  of  the  individual  responsibility  nt  .111  officer  endors- 
ing a  corporation's  paper,  and  the  admissibility  of  oral  evidence  to  sliow 
the  intention  was  to  make  the  endorser  personally  liable.  In  Mason  vs. 
Pewabic  Mining  Company,  155  U.  S.  50,  as  to  the  rights  of  minority  stock- 
holders of  a  corporation  on  dissolution,  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Justice 
Matthew?  at  Circuit,  on  Mr.  Dickinson's  cross  ai>peal.  was  revcr-^ed  and 
tlie  original  appeal  affirmed  in  Mr.  Dickinson  s  favor.  People's  Bank  vs. 
Bates,  120  U.  S.  556;  Corbin  vs.  Gould,  133  U.  S.  308  (Tycoon  i  ea 
trade>mark  case);  Mining  Company  vs.  Mason,  145  U.  S.  349;  Railway 
Company  vs.  Mason,  144  U.  S.  408;  Shaw  vs.  Quincy  Mining  Company, 
15  U.  S.  444;  Garfield  vs.  Paris,  96  U»  S.  $59.  The  Homestead  cases, 
Lake  Superior,  etc.  vs.  Ciinntng^hnrn  and  Donahue,  I't;  U.  S.  pp. 
356-386,  touching  the  rights  ot  homesteaders  upon  lands  covered  by 
unearned  public  grants  to  railroads,  have  long  commanded  the  services  of 
Mr.  Dickinson  in  behalf  of  the  homesteaders.  He  has  been  successful  in 
defending  their  rights,  and  by  obtaining  the  decision  of  the  United  States 
Snpieme  C  ourt  in  test  cases  he  has  secured  to  many  poor  farmers  their 
liomes  lands.     These  constitute  an  entire  community.     The  limited 

space  (orbids  a  fuller  report  of  his  cases  in  the  court  of  last  resort.  In  the 
Michigan  reports  are  numerous  cases  in  which  he  alone,  or  associated  witli 
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Other  prominent  attorneys,  has  earned  the  contentions  to  final  success. 
At  an  early  a'.yt  Don  M.  Dickinson  imbibed  the  principles  of  the  Demo- 
cratic {>arty  and  became  active  in  support  ot  its  political  policy.  His 
activities  have  always  been  enlisted  as  a  private  citizen  for  the  promotion 
of  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  public  welfare.  })e  has  been  actuated  by 
public  spirit  rather  than  by  private  interest.  It  is  a  singular  fact  that, 
while  his  natural  inclination  and  especial  training  were  for  the  law,  and  his 
devotion  to  the  profession  has  achieved  the  hi^hopt  succes'?,  yet  he  is  more 
widely  and  favorably  known  to  the  countrj'  as  a  politician.  The  explana- 
tion is  found  in  the  conspicuous  character  of  his  political  services  and  the 
transcendant  ability  displayed  as  a  public  official;  and  the  further  fact 
that  all  the  people  are  interested  in  politics  and  statecraft  and  public 
administration,  whereas,  the  parties  to  a  suit  at  law  alone  are  affected  by 
the  issue.  Greatness  in  the  popular  administration  of  law  overshadows 
equal  greatness  in  the  trial  ol  private  causes  under  the  law.  He  was  promi- 
nent in  his  party  from  the  first.  His  capacity,  efficiency  and  tact  were 
recognized  in  1876  by  his  appointment  to  the  chairmanship  of  the  Demo- 
cratic State  Central  Committee.  In  1 884  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
Democratic  National  Committee,  and  in  1892  he  was  elected  chairman  of 
the  National  Campaign  CnmmittfC.  From  the  committee  headquarter^;  in 
New  York  he  managed  w  itli  consummate  skill  the  campaign  which  elected 
Mr.  Cleveland  to  the  presidency  a  second  time.  For  more  than  a  year 
prior  to  that  election  he  devoted  all  of  his  time  to  the  diplomatic  work  of 
harmonizing  differences  and  removing  obstacles  to  the  third  nomination 
and  second  election  of  his  friend  r\iirl  favorite.  He  was  imprllcd  to  this 
by  his  admiration  of  Mr.  Clevel.Lii-d  uiui  lits  rerof^nition  in  lum  ol  the  hi.i;li- 
est  executive  ability  and  the  mo.st  exalted  traits  ol  character,  furnishing 
an  equipment  for  the  office  of  President  unequalled  in  the  present  genera- 
tion at  least.  His  devotion  is  therefore  above  that  of  personal  friendship, 
inspired  largely  by  bis  knowledge  of  the  superb  qualities  of  statesmanship 
in  the  President.  Mr.  Dickinson  is  free  to  sa}-  that  Mr,  Cleveland,  more 
than  any  other  man  he  ever  knew,  fills  tb.e  measure  of  Maeaulay's  ideal 
ruler  expressed  negaliveiy  in  his  antithesis  of  Charles  II:  "No  man  is  ht 
to  govern  who  hesitates  about  disobligir.g  the  few  who  have  access  to  him 
for  the  sake  of  the  many  whom  he  will  never  see."  Mr.  Cleveland  does 
not  hesitate  and  hence  his  unpopularity  with  certain  politicians.  The  cir- 
cumstances attending  and  followinj;^  the  presidential  election  of  1892  afford 
ample  presumptive  proof  that  public  nltice  Ilis  no  attractions  for  Don 
M.  Dickinson.  His  magnificent  generalship  in  the  campaign,  enforcing 
the  claim  for  any  position  to  which  superior  ability  and  unchallenged  integ- 
rity may  always  honorably  aspire,  brought  to  him  from  the  President  the 
unconditional  and  unsolicited  offer  of  a  cabinet  portfolio,  which  was 
declined  only  bccatise  of  his  devotion  to  the  profession  of  law  and  his  pref- 
erence for  private  life.  With  unquestioned  i.^enius  for  politics  lie  has  no 
taste  for  political  ofilice.    Once,  only,  has  he  consented  to  accept  the 
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trust  of  public  office,  and  then  only  from  a  sense  of  duty.  It  wa<?  in 
December,  1887,  that  President  Cleveland  sent  to  the  Senate  liis  nomina- 
tion for  Postmaster  General,  which  was  promptly  confirmed.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  the  President  needed  his  services  and  the  very  cordial  relations 
of  friendship  and  confidencf  exiAirinc^r  between  them  prompted  him  to 
ackno',vledg:e  the  ohligfritions  of  friendship  by  acccptint^  the  service.  The 
post-office  department  is  not  only  the  most  complex  and  important  01  any 
under  the  Government,  but  is  nearest  the  people.  His  quick  perception, 
breadth  of  grasp  and  laige  executive  ability  enabled  Mr.  Dickinson  to 
become  familiar  with  the  details  of  the  postal  system  speedily.  During 
the  fifteen  months  of  hi<;  a. In  inistration  he  introduced  reforms  and 
improvements  which  the-  jmbHc  was  not  slow  to  appreciate.  He  moved 
with  precision  and  promptness  m  the  selection  of  his  agi^ntsaad  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws,  until  his  own  restless  energy  pervaded  the  department 
and  was  transmitted  to  the  dispatch  and  delivery  of  the  mails.  The  bene- 
fits of  his  wise  administration  of  the  department- are  permanent.  He  was 
married  June  1$,  1869,  to  Miss  Frances  I'latt,  danjyhtcr  of  Dr.  Alonzo 
Piatt,  of  Grand  Rapids.  Their  family  con^i^ts  of  t\v.  >  bi  ii;ht  and  interest- 
ing children,  the  daughter.  Frances,  was  born  m  iSS).  ;ind  the  son,  Don 
M.,  Jr.,  1890.  By  special  request  of  the  editor,  JuUgc  Lambert  Tree,  of 
Chicago,  has  contributed  the  following  estimate  as  to  character  and  ser- 
vices: 

"A  keen,  well  trained  mind,  broad  views  of  men  and  things,  exalted 
character,  tireles.s  energy,  unswerving  loyalty  to  any  cause  which  he  once 
espouses,  immense  fertility  of  resources,  most  generous  impulses,  hatred 
of  wroTity  and  readiness  to  fight  for  what  he  deems  to  be  the  right  —  those 
are  qualities  which  have  made  Don  M.  Dickinson  a  foremost  citizen  of 
Michigan  and  won  for  him  a  conspicuous  place  at  the  Bar,  as  well  as  in 
State  p-nr!  nntional  politics.  While  devoted  to  his  profession,  in  which  he 
has  made  a  brilliant  success,  he  has  alwajrs  set  an  example  of  what  should 
be  considered  the  highest  duty  of  American  citizenship,  by  giving  a  share 
of  his  time  and  thought  to  public  affairs.  His  incumbency  of  the  olTfi  i  of 
Po$tma,^tcr  General  constitutes  one  of  the  most  notable  periods  in  tin  hi , 
tory  of  that  important  dcparlinent  of  the  Federal  Government  in  point  of 
improvement  in  the  public  service.  As  a  specimen  of  political  manage- 
ment Mr.  Dickinson's  conduct  as  chnirman  of  the  committee  of  tin  Prc^i- 
dential  campaign  of  1S92,  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  the  Demo- 
cratic national  ticket,  gained  him  a  high  place  as  a  leader  in  the  ranks  of 
his  party  and  stamped  him  a?^  r  ossfssing  unusual  powers  of  organization, 
and  marvelous  skill  in  the  control  and  direction  of  political  forces.  Those 
who  are  familiar  with  his  labors  in  that  campaign  were  amaxcd  at  the 
powers  of  endurance  which  enabled  him  to  undergo  all  of  the  fatigues  and 
nervous  strain  incident  to  it  without  breakini^  down  in  health.  No  man 
appreciated  the  ability  and  energy  displayed  more  than  Mr.  Cleveland 
himself;  and  it  is  said  amongst  Mr.  Dickinson's  friends,  though  with 
characteristic  modesty  he  never  could  be  induced  to  admit  it  himself,  that 
Mr.  Cleveland  placed  any  one  of  three  cabinet  positions  at  his  disposi- 
tion. Certain  it  is,  however,  that  he  proclaimed  immediately  after  Mr. 
Cleveland's  election  that  it  was  his  intention  to  return  at  once  to  the  prac- 
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tice  of  his  profession,  and  that  he  would  accept  no  position  under  the 
administration.  To  this  determination  he  has  adhered.  Mr.  Dickmson's 
unselfish  and  devoted  loyalty  to  Mr.  CU  vc-Iand  and  tlu;  cause  of  hi=^  pnrty, 
equally  characterize  his  actions  with  regard  to  his  friends,  and  no  trouble 
or  inconvenience  will  deter  him  if  it  is  in  his  power  to  serve  them.  His 
home  life  is  as  beautiful  as  his  public  and  professional  life  are  useful,  and 
liis  friends,  who  are  bovind  to  him  by  hook",  of  steel,  hope  and  expect  that 
before  his  career  is  terminated  higher  honors  await  him  in  the  political 
field,  for  which  he  is  so  especially  well  fitted." 


DAVm  DARWIN  HUGHES,  bte  of  Grand  Rapirls.  Mr.  Hughes  was 
born  at  Camillus  Oii<>inla-a  ccmniy,  New  York,  February  I,  1823.  His 
father  was  Henry  Hughes,  a  laniicr,  who  in  the  war  of  1812  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Oswego  as  captain  of  a  militia  company  from  his 
town.  The  ancestors  of*  this  branch  of  the  Hughes  family  came  to  this 
country  from  Wales  and  intermarried  with  the  Tuttle  family  of  which  the 
first  American  ancestor  was  William  Tt^ttle,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Colony  of  New  Haven,  Cr.miiecticut.  D.  Darwin  Hughes  secured  his 
academic  education  at  Syracuse  and  Canandaigua.  The  family  came  to 
Michigan  in  1^40,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Eaton  County,  where  his 
mother  died  within  a  year.  Mr.  Hughes  was  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources  at  the  age  of  seventeen  and  in  1842  went  to  Charlotte,  Mich., 
where  he  remained  a  year,  and  while  there  held  the  positions  of  deputy 
county  clerk,  dt  put;  county  surveyor  and  under  sheriff.  During  his  spare 
moments  he  began  the  study  of  law,  having  decided  to  make  that  profes- 
sion his  life  work.  In  1843  he  entered  the  law  office  of  M.  S.  Brackett, 
of  Bellevue,  Michigan,  as  a  student,  where  he  remained  ab  >  it  ne  year, 
maintaining  himself  in  the  meantime  by  teaching  a  select  --clioul  for  younc^ 
ladies.  In  184.^  ho  went  to  Marshall,  whore  he  entered  the  office  of  Gibbs 
&  Biadky  :i  Iciding  law  firm  of  southern  Michigan.  Here  he  remained 
until  his  admission  to  the  Calhoun  County  Bar  on  examination  in  August, 
1846.  Before  his  admission  he  argued  motions  in  court  and  managed 
much  of  the  business  of  the  firm.  Beginning  in  1846  and  continuing  for 
several  years  Mr.  Hughes  was  the  editor  of  the  Democratic  Expounder,  a 
weekly  newspaper  published  in  Marshall.  In  1 8 50  a  broad  field  for  prac- 
tice opened  before  him.  Lsaac  E.  Crary,  the  first  member  ol  Congress 
from  Michigan,  and  Abncr  Pratt,  as  partners  under  the  firm  name  of  Pratt 
&  Crary,  had  built  up  a  large  business  in  Marshall,  and  by  the  election  of 
Mr.  Pratt  as  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  1850,  the  firm  was  dissolved 
and  Mr,  Hughes  Ir  ranu  Mr.  Crary's  partner.  In  1854  Mr.  Crary  died 
and  in  l??5  5  Mr.  Hughes  f^imed  a  partnership  with  Justin  D.  WooUey, 
and  from  that  time  his  business  as  a  trial  lawyer  contmued  to  increase 
until  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  his  local  practice  and  devote  his  time 
exclusively  to  the  trial  of  important  cases  throughout  the  State,  and 
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thenceforth  until  the  close  of  his  life  work  he  was  perhaps  the  leading  trial 
lawyer  in  Michigan,  both  in  civil  and  criminal  practice.  In  1871  he 
was  appointed  General  Counsel  of  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana  Railroad 
Company,  and  the  Continental  Improvement  Company.  This  placed  in 
his  hands  the  law  business  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  and  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Company  in  Michigan,  and  to  facilitate  his  work  he 
moved  to  Grand  Rapids,  where  the  general  offices  of  the  Grand  Rapids 
&  Indiana  Railroad  Co.  were  situated.  Shortly  before  this  he  had  formed 
a  partnership  with. Hon.  T.  J.  O'Brien,  under  the  firm  name  of  Hughes 
&  O'Brien.  Their  business  grew  until  it  was  necessary  to  add  another 
inernb<^r  fo  the  firm  and  Mr.  M.  J.  Smiley  was  admitted  to  partnership, 
the  firm  becoming  Hughes,  O'Brien  <ik  Smiley,  which  was  dissolved  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Hughes  June  12,  1883.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  but 
never  figured  as  a  politician,  although  he  served  as  mayor  of  Marshall  for 
two  terms  and  was  for  years  a  member  of  the  board  of  education.  While 
his  party  was  in  the  minority  in  the  State  he  decided  to  run  for  oflfi  1  i  l 
became  a  candidate  for  Congress  and  afterwards  for  Ju.stice  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  but  was  defeated  with  his  party.  Mr,  Hughes  was  a 
student  of  science  as  well  us  law  and  was  especially  fund  of  the  study  of 
ornithology  and  an  authority  on  the  birds  of  Mich^an,  on  which  subjects 
he  wrote  several  valuable  articles  which  were  published.  He  made  a  large 
collection  of  nests  and  eggs  of  Michigan  birds  which  he  presented  to  the 
Kent  Scientific  Institute  of  Grand  Rapids.  During  the  later  years  of  his 
active  practice,  Mr.  Hughes  was  almost  uniiorrnly  succes.sfu!  in  winning 
tlie  great  cases  of  which  lie  had  charge.  Among  the  many  notable  cases 
he  had,  may  be  mentioned  the  Vanderpool  murder  case,  in  which  the 
defendant,  Geo.  Vanderpool,  of  Manistee,  was  acquitted  on  the  third  trial. 
Mr.  Hughes's  argument  on  the  second  trial  of  the  case  at  Kalamazoo,  was 
considered  the  finest  he  ever  made  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Bar  it 
was  a  masterpiece.  Although  he  excelled  as  a  crimirinl  !;n\ yer.  he  pre- 
ferred civil  cases.  Among  the  notable  cases  of  this  kind  m  which  he  was 
chief  counsel  may  be  mentioned  the  Duncan  will  case  at  Marshall,  and  the 
Ward  will  case  at  Detroit,  in  l^th  of  which  he  was  confronted  by  counsel 
as  able  as  the  State  afforded,  but  in  both  cases  he  was  successful  and  none 
gave  him  higher  praise  than  those  who  were  his  opponents.  In  summing 
up  we  may  quote  from  one  of  the  most  eminent  juri.sts  of  Michii^an,  who 
in  speaking  of  Mr.  Hughes  said:  "I  consider  him  the  best  ail  ciround  law- 
yer Michigan  has  ever  had."  He  had  a  wonderful  legal  mind,  which 
embraced  a  thorough  knowledge  not  only  of  the  reported  cases,  but  the 
elements  and  principles  upon  which  the  science  of  law  is  based  as  well. 
In  speaking  he  was  easy,  graceful  and  dig;nified.  His  language  was 
incisive,  his  sentences  complete  and  his  conclusions  logical.  Mr.  Hfij^hes 
was  married  in  October,  1846,  to  Miss  Cynthia  C,  Jones,  of  Akron,  Ohio, 
who  is  stili  living.  They  had  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters, 
all  living. 
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HERSCHEL  H.  HATCH,  Detroit.  In  ability,  lawyer-like  qualities  and 
rank  at  the  Bar,  H  on.  Ilcrschcl  H.  Hatch  is  one  of  the  foremost  nu mbcre 
of  the  profession  in  Michigan.  His  nativity  was  the  State  of  New  York, 
Morrisville,  Madison  coiintv,  where  he  was  horn  February  17,  i?^37.  He 
was  reared  in  the  village  of  his  birth,  and  part  of  his  early  education  was 
obtained  in  the  village  public  schools,  but  much  more  under  the  tuition  of 
his  father.  His  higher  education  was  professional  rather  than  classical. 
Before  attaining  his  majority  he  had  formed  the  decision  to  enter  the  pro- 
fession of  law  and  all  of  his  subsequent  studies  were  chosen  and  pursued  with 
the  definite  purpose  "f  .  r,lrjriytni^  and  perfecting?  his  preparation  for  the 
principal  work  of  life.  iie  entered  the  Law  Dejiartinent  of  Hamilton 
College  when  about  twenty  years  of  age,  and  was  graduated  upon  comple- 
tion of  the  course,  in  1859.  After  admission  to  the  Bar  he  practised  law 
in  his  native  village  for  the  four  years  next  ensuing.  Actuated  by  a  desire 
and  a  purpose  to  take  advantage  of  the  better  opportunities  in  the  West, 
for  advancement,  prominence  and  usefulness,  he  settled  in  Bay  City,  Mich- 
igan, in  March,  1863.  Without  delay  he  became  assoriated  in  partnership 
with  Isaac  Marsten,  then  a  practising  lawyer  of  the  city,  and  the  associa- 
tion remained  unbroken  for  ten  years.  The  firm  of  Marsten  &  Hatch  was 
generally  regarded  as  one  of  the  strongest  in  the  State,  and  the  popular 
estimate  was  supported  by  his  success  achieved  in  the  courts.  In  1873 
Mr,  E.  A.  Cooley  was  admitted  to  the  firm  and  its  style  changed  to  Mars- 
ten, Hatch  &  Cooley.  Two  years  later  Judge  Marsten  was  elected  to  the 
Bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  firm  of  Hatch  &  Cooley  existed  with 
evci -increasing  prominence  and  influence  for  twenty  years.  In  March, 
1895,  Mr.  Hatch  removed  to  Detroit.  There  was  a  place  for  him  in  the 
Bar  of  the  metropolis,  secured  by  the  reputation  which  had  preceded  him, 
and  his  ability  to  sustain  himself  in  forensic  contest  with  the  best  of  its 
representatives.  For  the  pa?t  twelve  years  at  least  al!  of  his  abilities  and 
energies  have  been  coneentrattrd  and  employed  ii^  the  practice  of  law. 
The  records  of  the  Circuit  and  Appellate  Courts  bear  the  undisputed  evi- 
dences of  his  labors  and  successes.  A  few  only  of  the  many  important 
cases  that  have  enlisted  his  services  can  be  cited  here :  Dennison  vs.  Gib- 
son (Twenty-fourth  Michigan,  page  187),  in  which  he  appeared  for  the 
plaintiff,  was  an  action  brought  to  set  aside  a  mortgage  on  accrmnt  of 
fraud.  The  amount  involved  was  larg;e  and  he  won  the  contention.  fv)r  his 
client  in  the  Supreme  Court.  VVcathcrbec  vs.  Green  (l22d  Michigan, 
page  211),  involved  the  question  of  replevin.  It  is  cited  as  the  leading 
case  in  Michigan  on  that  subject  and  established  the  law.  The  Citizens' 
Railway  Company  of  Detroit  vs.  The  Detroit  Railway  and  the  City  of 
Detroit  is  a  case  that  has  excited  much  interest  in  Michigan  and  several 
other  Stntes.  Tt  involve?  the  ripfht  of  the  plaintiff  company  to  lay  tracks 
and  occupy  streets  of  the  city  not  already  occupied  by  the  defendant 
company,  for  the  purposes  of  a  street  railway.    The  contention  has  been 
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spiritpd  on  both  sides,  because  the  amount  involved  in  the  controversy 
^gg^'^S'i''-'^      'cast  one  and  three-quai  icr  Miillion  dollar:-'.     Jiidp^e  Hatch  is 
of  counsel  tor  the  defendant  corporations  and  has  for  a.ssociates  Messrs. 
Hanchett,  Flowers  and  Corliss.    The  title  of  Judge  belongs  to  Mr.  Hatch 
by  virtue  of  his  services  as  judge  of  probate  from  1868  to  1872.    He  has 
held  other  official  positions,  some  of  them  political,  others  strictly  in  the 
line  of  his  profession,     ffe  wa?  a  member  of  the  first  board  of  atdermen  of 
Bay  City,  after  ilh  incorporation  as  a  cit\'.     In  1874  he  was  appointed  by 
Governor  Bagley  one  ot  the  eighteen  members  of  a  commission  provided 
for  by  statute  to  revise  and  amend  the  constitution  of  the  State.  His  work 
on  the  commission  was  of  great  value.    In  188 1  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Governor  one  of  five  commissioners  selected  to  revise  the  tax  laws  of  the 
State,  and  discharii^fed  the  duties  appertaining  to  the  position  with  due 
regard  to  the  interest-  of  the  commonwealth.     In  [.SSj  lie  was  nominated 
by  the  Republicans  and  elected  to  represent  the  I  cnth  district  in  the 
Forty-eighth  Congress  of  the  United  States.    The  district  comprises  sev- 
enteen counties  and  he  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  in  every  county  — 
a  compliment  as  unexpected  as  it  was  gratifying.    After  serving  a  single 
term  in  Congress  he  declined  re-election,  preferring  to  devote    h in; self 
absolutely  to  the  Ia\r.     He  finds  enough  in  this  field  for  the  gratihcatir)n 
of  every  laudable  ambition  and  is  unwilling  to  exchange  the  distinction  of 
professional  success  for  the  glamour  of  political  eminence.    Among  his 
noteworthy  characteristics  as  a  lawyer  may  be  mentioned  a  capacity  for  hard 
work  and  a  disposition  to  test  it;  keenness  of  perception  and  clearness  of 
speech;  promptness  of  decision  and  directness  of  method.     He  acts  with 
courage  and  precision  for  the  accomplishment  of  a  purpose.    Judge  Hatch 
was  married  in  June,  1864,  to  Miss  Eliza  E.  llaughton,  of  Morrisville, 
New  York,  and  the  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children. 


GEORGE  H.  DURAND,  Mint.  Hon.  Gc  err,-  i{.  Durand  was  born  at 
Cobleskill,  Schoharie  county,  New  York,  ilis  parents,  George  H.  and 
Margaret  McMillan  Durand,  were  also  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
His  education  was  begun  in  the  district  schools  and  continued  in  the  Gen- 
esee Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Lima,  New  York.  After  that  it  was  enlaiged 
and  extended  by  regular  and  continuous  study  of  the  cl.^ssics  and  by  con- 
tact with  men  in  business  and  professional  life.  He  came  to  Michigan 
while  a  boy  and  during  the  first  winter  he  taught  the  district  school  at 
Oxford,  Oakland  county.  At  the  close  of  the  term  he  took  up  the  study 
of  law  under  the  instruction  of  Col.  William  M.  Fenton,  of  Flint,  who  was 
at  the  time  considered  the  most  capable  lawyer  in  that  section  of  the 
State.  He  was  admitted  to  the  B,^v  in  1858  and  at  once  opened  an  office 
in  Flint.     Since  that  time  he  has  continued  there  except  when  called  upon 

to  serve  in  a  public  capacity  elsewhere.    He  rose  rapidly  in  his  profession 
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and  was  soon  classed  among  the  leading  attorneys  of  Michigan.  His 
growth  in  reputation,  knowledge  of  the  law  and  ability  as  a  practitioner 
has  been  continuous.  The  first  public  office  held  by  Mr.  Durand  was  that 
of  director  of  the  Flint  public  schools.  He  served  in  that  capacity  for 
over  nine  years.  The  aptitude  he  displayed  in  business  and  political 
affv^ir*!  crave  him  prominence  in  his  party,  and  after  filling  the  office  of 
aldcrnian  several  terms  he  was,  in  April,  1873,  elected  mayor  of  Flint, 
and  re-elcctcd  the  next  year.  Before  the  expiration  of  his  second  term  as 
Mayor,  he  was  nominated  and  elected  (on  the  Democratic  ticket)  to  repre* 
sent  the  Sixth  Congressional  District  in  the  XLIV  Congress.  The  nom- 
ination was  unsolicited  and  he  was  clccu  d  by  a  majority  of  1636  votes 
in  a  district  that  had  cliosen  a  Rcpidilican  at  the  previous  election  by  more 
than  6,ooti  votes.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  deliberations  ut  Congress, 
being  a  member,  and  lor  the  most  of  the  lime  acting  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce.  In  October,  1892,  Chief  Justice  Morse  having 
resigned  his  position  on  the  Bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Mich^;an,  Mr. 
Durand  was  appointed  by  Gov.  E.  B.  Winans  to  fill  the  vacancy,  which 
position  he  accepted  and  held  until  hh  successor  was  chosen.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1892,  he  was  chosen  a  Presidential  Elector  at  Lars^e  for  the  Eastern 
District  of  Michigan,  and  in  January,  1893,  met  with  the  Electoral  Col- 
lege and  cast  his  vote  for  Cleveland  and  Stevenson,  the  Democratic  candi- 
dates for  President  and  Vice  President.  In  the  spring  of  1893  he  was  the 
candidate  of  his  party  for  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  although 
defeated,  in  rnmmon  with  hi?  party,  yet  he  received  a  very  flatterin<^  vote 
from  his  friends  in  (leiu-see  rounry  and  the  State  at  hirge.  Jiidj^e  Jjurand 
acquired  a  national  reputation  as  a  lawyer,  not  by  his  appointment  to  rep- 
resent the  United  States  Government  in  the  prosecution  of  conspirators  on 
the  Pacific  Coast  for  the  violation  of  the  Customs  Laws  and  the  Chinese 
Exclusion  Act,  but  for  the  very  able  manner  in  which  he  conducted  these 
great  cases.  'I'he  follow  infr  account  of  the  conspiracy  on  the  Pacific  Coast, 
obtained  from  official  sources,  can  hardly  fail  to  interest  all  readers  of 
"Bench  and  Bar  of  Michigan.  "  The  Merchants'  Steamship  Company,  of 
Portland,  Oregon,  owned  two  steamships,  the  Wilmington  and  Haytian 
Republic^  plying  between  Columbia  River,  Puget  Sound,  and  the  ports  in 
British  Columbia.  While  ostensibly  engaged  in  a  legitimate  trade,  the 
real  business  of  these  vessels  was  smuggling  opium  and  Chinese  laborers 
into  the  United  States  in  violation  of  its  law=.  hidden  compartments  and 
double  decks  being  artfully  contrived  for  such  purposes.  The  business 
grew  to  such  proportions  that  it  became  necessary  for  the  company  to  have 
the  co-operation  of  many  persons  and  also  the  friendship  and  assistance  of 
Government  officials  in  that  locality.  Accordingly,  in  1892,  a  combination 
was  formed  by  the  managers  of  the  company,  which  included  several  law- 
yers, notaries-public,  U.  S.  Government  officials  and  other  persons,  both 
white  and  yellow,  among  whom  were  included  James  Lotan,  then  collector 
of  customs  at  Portland ;  C.  J.  Mulkey,  then  special  agent  of  the  treasury 
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in  that  district;  and  other  iiiiru.r  offiriah;.  This  combination  carried  on 
their  illegal  business  without  serious  interruption,  having  succeeded  in 
debauching  or  deceiving  various  agents  sent  out  to  investigate,  until  May, 
1B93,  when  special  agent  Edwin  O.  Wood,  of  Michigan,  acting  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary-  of  the  Treasury,  discovered  the  great  frauds 
which  were  being  perpetrated  and  the  Treasury  Department  took  steps  to 
bring  the  offenders  to  punishment.  The  Government  officinls  were  at 
once  deposed  and,  with  a  large  number  of  their  associates  indicted  (or  con- 
spiracy to  violate  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  So  widespread  was  the 
influence  which  this  great  conspiracy  had  been  able  to  exert  that  great 
care  and  diligence  were  required  to  procure  evidence  and  secure  justice. 
The  operations  of  the  smuggling  ring  extended  from  Victoria  and  Van- 
couver, B.  C,  to  the  Washington  ports  on  Fugct  Sound.  Astoria  and 
Portland.  ( )rcgon,  and  S.in  Francisco.  The  illci^al  traffic  was  conducted 
on  so  large  a  scale  and  tlie  gains  were  so  great  that  large  numbers  of  peo- 
ple became  directly  or  indirectly  connected  therewith  through  their  busi- 
ness relations  or  otherwise.  The  leaders  of  the  conspiracy  were  men  of 
wealth  and  occupied  such  high  positions  in  business  as  well  as  politically 
and  socially,  that  they  had  much  influence  v,  itli  the  people  amonc^  whom 
they  lived.  Under  the  circumstances  and  at  the  request  of  the  Treasuiy 
Department  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  send  special  counsel  from  some 
other  locality  who  would  represent  the  Government  and  prosecute  the 
cases  without  fear  or  favor  and  without  being  influenced  by  local  preju- 
dices. President  Cleveland,  Attorney  Ccneral  Olney  and  Secretary  Car- 
lisle, in  view  of  the  magnitude  of  the  offenses,  decided  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  prosecute  the  cases  vigorously,  and  in  August.  1893,  J«dge 
Durand  was  appointed  special  counsel  of  the  United  States  Government 
for  that  purpose.  He  accepted  the  position,  and  at  once  started,  for  the 
Pacific  Coast  and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  The  managers 
of  the  Merchants'  Steamship  Company  were  first  tried  for  smuggling 
opium  and  were  convicted.  It  appearing  that  within  a  period  nf  six 
months  immedi.it dy  preceding  their  arrc<;t  they  had  smuggled  into  tlje 
United  States  upwards  or  30,000  pounds  of  opium,  upon  which  the  duty 
was  twelve  dollars  a  pound,  thus  defrauding  the  Government  in  that  time 
of  $36o,ocx>.oo.  The  next  trial  was  upon  an  indictment  for  conspiracy  to 
unlawfully  land  Chinese  laborers  within  the  United  States  and  it  was 
shown  upon  the  trial  that  within  a  period  of  about  six  months  to  which 
time  the  evidence  was  limited,  the  combination  had  landed  upwards  of  500 
Chinese  laborers  in  the  United  Slates  in  violation  of  llu-  Chinese  Exclusion 
Act.  Upon  this  trial  the  owners  of  the  Merchants  Steamship  Company, 
ex-Special  Treasury  Agent  Mulkey  and  eleven  others  were  convicted. 
Owing  to  local  influences  the  jury  disagreed  as  to  the  guilt  of  ex-Collector 
Lotan  and  Seid  Back  a  leading  Chinese  merchant  and  importer.  After 
consultation  at  Washington  the  Government  decided  to  continue  the  trials 
until  all  the  conspirators  were  either  convicted  or  acquitted,  aiid  tliat 
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Judge  Durand  should  continue  in  cliarL;c  of  the  prosecution  and  look  after 
its  interests.  The  next  trial  took  place  in  1894  and  resulted  in  another 
disagreement.  At  this  trial  it  became  evident  that  some  of  the  jurors  had 
been  tampered  with  as  it  was  found  that  some  of  the  documentary  evidence 
introduced  by  the  Government  had  been  taken  to  the  jury  room,  torn  up 
and  hidden  away.  In  pursuance  of  the  determination  of  the  Government 
Jtido;o  Durand  again  returned  to  the  Pacific  Coast  in  the  spring  of  7895  and 
proceeded  to  another  trial  of  the  accused  parties.  This  trial  resulted  in 
the  conviction  of  every  leader  in  the  conspiracy.  The  steamship  Haytian 
Republic  was  condemned  and  forfeited  to  the  Government  and  sold  by  the 
United  States  Marshal.  The  Wilmington  escaped  a  like  fate  only  by  its 
destruction  by  (ire.  Both  the  forfeiture  case  against  the  vessel  and  the 
criminal  case  a^^ainst  the  convicted  pcreons  were  carried  to  the  United 
States;  Supreme  Court  and  the  judgment  of  the  lower  court  affirmed  in 
every  case.  In  addition  to  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  steamship, 
over  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  fines  was  paid  into  the  U.  S.  Treasury  as  a 
result  of  the  convictions.  The  moral  effect  of  these  remarkable  trials, 
resulting  as  they  did  in  the  conviction  and  punbhment  of  the  guilty  parties 
and  the  confiscation  of  their  steamship,  ha'^  proved  hij^hly  beneficial  to  the 
public  service  and  put  an  end  to  the  best  organized  and  most  evrten- 
sively  operated  conspiracy  ever  totmed  against  the  Customs  and  immigra- 
tion laws  of  the  United  States.  Judge  Durand  received  from  the  Treasury 
Department  and  from  the  Department  of  Justice  the  highest  compliments 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  had  conducted  these  great  cases,  in  which 
were  employed  for  the  accused  parties  many  of  the  able^^t  lawyers  on  the 
Coast.  Jridge  Durand  was  admitted  to  practicf  in  the  Supvcini-  (  oiiit  of 
the  United  States  on  August  8,  1875.  Almost  the  vvhoic  of  his  adult  life 
has  been  devoted  without  reserve  to  the  practice  of  law  or  work  as  a  jurist. 
His  intercourse  with  members  of  the  Bar  has  always  been  courteous  and 
kindly.  He  has  a  keen  relish  for  literature  and  art.  His  library  and  works 
of  art  afford  the  means  of  cultivating  and  gratifying  a  literary  and  artistic 
taste.  All  of  his  social  intercourse  is  marked  by  genialty  which  attracts 
friends  and  cements  friendslup.  In  1893  he  was  elected  president  of  tlie 
State  Bar  Association  at  the  annual  meeting  of  that  body  and  held  the 
office  one  year.  He  was  the  first  president  of  the  State  Board  of  Law 
Examiners,  having  been  appointed  to  that  position  by  Governor  Rich 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Judges  of  !he  Supreme  Court,  soon 
after  the  pas^iaf^e  of  the  law  creating  the  board,  and  he  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  that  board.  He  was  made  a  Ma^^on  in  Gene'-ec  l.(ul<.;c  No.  174) 
at  Flint,  and  was  elected  Worshipful  Master  ot  the  Lodge  several  terms  in 
succession.  He  always  supported  the  order  with  enthusiasm.  He 
is  a  member  of  Washington  Chapter  R.  A.  M.,  and  of  Michigan  Sovereign 
Consistory  Scottish  Rite,  and  is  also  a  Knight  Templar.  In  1875  he  was 
elected  Grand  Ma'itcr  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  F.  and  A.  M.  of  Michir^an, 
and  performed  the  duties  of  that  office  during  his  constitutional  term. 
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He  was  married  in  1858  to  Sarah  A.  Benson,  daughh  r  of  Rvv.  Jonithan 
Benson,  of  Monroe  county,  New  York.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  Charles  A.  Durand,  who  is  also  a  lawyer  by  profession,  and  Eliza- 
beth A.  Durand,  who  resides  at  the  homestead  of  her  parents. 


JOHiN  ATKINSON,  Detroit.    John  Atkinson  was  born  at  Warwick, 
Lambton  county,  Canada,  May  24,  1841 .    His  father  was  James  Atkinson, 
of  Claremorris,  and  his  mother  Elizabeth  Shinners  of  Dunas,  Ireland. 
His  parents  came  to  America  in  1832,  and  lived  in  Canada  until  1854. 
He  commenced  the  study  of  law  at  Port  Huron  in  1857.    He  graduated 
from  the  \  .:v.v  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  in  March,  1862, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  on  his  21st  birthday  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State.    He  became  a  partner  of  the  Hon.  Wm.  T.  Mitchell,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Mitchell  &  Atkinson.    Just  two  months  later  he  enlisted 
as  a  soldier  under  Lincoln's  call  for  three  hundred  thousand  men.  He 
served  from  July  25,  1862,  until  February  26,  1866,  as  second  lieutenant, 
captain  and  major  of  the  22nd    Michij^an  Infantry.  nn<!  as  lieutenant 
CoJoncl  of  the  3rd  Michigan  Infantry.     His  services  were  mostly  with  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  included  tlie  campaigns  of  General  Rose- 
crans  and  General  Thomas  from  the  fall  of  1862  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
After  Lee  surrendered,  his  regiment  was  sent  to  Texas  and  remained  there 
until  it  was  mustered  out.    After  the  war  closed  he  was  appointed  col- 
lector of  rnstom?  at  Port  Huron  by  President  Johnson.     He  was  not  con- 
firmed by  the  Senate  for  political  reasons.     He  practiced  law  at  Port 
Huron  from  the  spring  of  1866  until  the  tail  o£  1870  in  the  firms  of  Creilin 
&  Atkinson,  Atkinson  Brothers,  and  Chadwick  &  Atkinson.    Since  that 
time  he  has  practised  law  in  Detroit  in  the  firms  of  Trowbridge  &  Atkin- 
son, Atkinson  &  Hawley,  Atkinson  &  Atkinson,  Marston  &  Atkinson, 
Atkinson,  Carpenter,  Brooke  &  Haigh,  and  Atkinson  &  Haigh.    He  was 
a  member  of  the  board  of  estimate  for  one  term,  and  as  such  voted  for  the 
purchase  of  Belle  Isle.    He  is  now  a  member  of  the  public  lighting  com- 
mission.   With  these  exceptions  he  has  never  held  public  office.    He  is 
a  Roman  Catholic  and  a  Republican.    He  was  married  February  i,  1866, 
to  Lyda  Lyons,  of  San  Antonio,  Texas.     They  have  had  ten  children, 
of  whom  seven  are  still  living.    He  is  still  in  the  active  practice  of  his  pro- 
fefssion.    His  present  partners  arc  Henry  A.  Haie^h,  and  his  son  O'Brien 
Atkinson.    He  is  not  a  specialist,  but  has  a  general  practice. 
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CARLOS  E.  WARNER,  Detroit.  Carlos  Edgar  Warner  was  born  at 
Orleans.  New  York,  October  5,  1847.  He  was  the  third  son  in  a  family 
o(  seven  sons  and  (our  daughters  born  to  Ulysses  Warner  and  Eliza  A. 
Jones.  His  father  was  a  farmer,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  nearly  thirty 
years,  a  member  of  the  Legislature  several  terms,  a  man  of  substantial 
integrity  and  broad  usefulness  in  central  and  western  New  York.  He 
lived  until  January,  1896,  and  died  at  the  old  homestead  which  had  so 
loriCT  been  his  residence.  Carlos  "was  educated  in  Canandaigua  Academy 
and  ajtci  wards  spent  one  year  in  teaching.  He  was  fortunate  in  discover- 
ing early  that  nature  designed  him  for  a  lawyer  and  tlierefore  wasted  no 
time  in  pursuits  for  which  he  had  no  inclination  or  special  aptitude.  Many 
a  young  man  fails  to  achieve  his  highest  destiny  by  allowing  himself  to 
drift  in  the  easy  current  of  circumstances  instead  of  choosing  a  course  for 
himself  in  harmony  witli  his  natural  leadings.  It  is  sad  for  one  to  dis- 
cover late  in  life  thai  hr  h.is  mistaken  his  ral'mj,  and  exiianjted  Ids  ener- 
gies in  a  profession  whicii  is  uncongenial,  and  worn  himscit  out  in  the. 
impossible  endeavor  to  succeed.  Young  Warner  was  under  twenty  years 
of  age  when  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  J.  P.  Faurot, 
of  Canandaigua.  After  diligent,  wisely  directed  reading  and  study  for 
two  years  he  passed  a  very  creditable  examination  before  the  Supreme 
Covirt  of  the  State,  in  fn?neral  term  at  Rochester,  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  December,  1^69.  Immediately  thereafter  he  became  associ- 
ated with  Mr.  Faurot,  his  preceptor,  in  a  partnersliip  relation  which 
existed  somewhat  more  than  two  years  with  entire  haimony  and  satisfac- 
tory results.  In  February,  1872,  Mr.  Warner  removed  to  Michigan  and 
settled  in  Detroit.  Here  he  entered  tin"  office  of  Moore  &  Griffin,  a  law 
firm  of  great  prominence  and  high  reput.r, ion  throughout  the  west.  In  a 
short  time  Messrs  Moore  &.  Griffin  indicated  their  appreciation  of  his  abili- 
ties by  admitting  him  to  a  partnership.  Three  years  later  the  firm  was 
dissolved  by  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Griffin  and  reorganized  as  Moore,  Can- 
field  &  Warner,  the  individual  members  being  W.  A.  Moore,  F.  H.  Can- 
field  and  C.  E.  Warner.  As  thus  constituted  the  copartnership  existed 
until  1883,  when  Mr.  Warner  withdrew  and  as?ori,ited  himscK  with  Hon. 
Levi  T.  Grififin,  under  the  style  of  Grittin  &  Warner,  in  a  partnership 
which  continued  five  years.  January  1,  1888,  it  was  enlarged  by  the 
admission  of  Messrs.  Hunt  and  Berry,  constituting  the  firm  Griffin,  War- 
ner, Hunt  &  Berry,  which  existed  until  March  I,  1890,  when  Mr.  Berry 
retired.  Subsequently  Mr.  Hunt  was  elected  assistant  prosecuting  attor- 
ney at  Detroit  and  withdrew,  leaving  the  firm  Griffin  &  Wnrncr,  as  origin- 
ally formed.  January  i,  1896,  this  partnership  was  dissolved  and  the 
firm  of  Warner,  Codd  &  Warner  was  organised,  with  Mr.  Warner  as  the 
senior  member.  For  many  years  the  practice  of  Mr.  Warner's  firm  has 
been  very  lai^e  and  lucrative,  equalling  both  in  extent  and  value  that  of 
any  firm  in  Detroit.    His  practice  has  not  been  confined  to  any  single 
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division  of  the  Inw  or  class  of  cases.  He  has  at  all  time?  conducted  a  gen- 
eral practice,  taking  both  law  and  equity  casch  indi.-,ci irmnaLely  in  the 
State  and  Federal  Courts.  He  has  no  specialty  and  ilicrcforc  is  a  lawyer 
in  the  broad,  unlimited  sense.  He  is  attorney  for  the  Detroit  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  has  given  careful  attention  to  municipal  law  and  the  laws 
affecting  private  corporations.  He  has  been  connected  as  adviser  with 
some  important  business  enterprises.  He  was  one  of  the  projectors  and 
incorporators  of  the  Sandwich, Windsor  and  Amhcrsi  hurp  Street  Railway,  at 
Windsor,  Oat.,  contributing  not  only  his  advice  and  intlucncc,  but  also  bring- 
ing to  its  construction  large  financial  aid.  In  politics  Mr.  Warner  is  a  Demo> 
crat,  accepting  generally  the  principles  and  policies  of  that  party  in  preference 
to  those  advocated  by  any  other.  He  is  by  no  means  a  sti  iLt.  hidebound 
partisan  and  does  not  accept  always  and  without  question  the  platform 
adopted  bv  his  party.  Neither  does  he  blindly  siip^>ort  the  candidates  and 
follow  the  icadeiH  of  the  party.  la  1880  he  was  elected  a  member  of  tlie 
board  of  education  of  Detroit  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  was  re-elected 
two  years  later,  serving  four  years  in  all.  He  also  served  as  president  of 
the  board  during  his  last  term.  It  was  during  his  connection  with  the 
board  of  education  that  the  bitter  fight  was  waged  against  the  high  school 
system.  The  cente-t  for  its  abolishment  was  strong  and  ably  ronducled. 
Mr.  W  arner  heart il\  favored  the  high  school  as  a  part  of  the  public  school 
system  and  proved  a  very  successful  cliampion  and  defender  of  it.  He  is 
a  member  of  Woodward  Avenue  Baptist  Church  and  several  benevolent 
societies.  He  also  has  membership  in  the  Detroit  Club  and  the  Detroit 
Athletic  Club.  A  simple  mention  of  his  connection  with  these  associa- 
tions is  sufficient  to  evidence  his  social  traits  and  chantable  instincts.  He 
was  innrricd  June  ;  iS;;^  10  Miss  Alice  Burr  da-.i-liter  of  Mr*.  Caleb  Van 
Heusan  of  Detroit.  I'our  children  were  born  of  this  union  three  of  whom 
arc  living,  namely,  Kathleen  E.,  Emily  C,  and  Carl  E.  Jr.  John  Sill 
died  in  1892.  At  the  present  writing  Mr.  Warner  is  a  member  of  the 
Democratic  State  Central  Committee  and  chairman  of  the  Congressional 
Committee  of  his  district.  He  is  active  and  influential  in  the  councils  of 
his  party,  earnest  and  aggressive  fn  support  of  any  measures  which  he 
favors,  and  is  regarded  both  a  good  lawyer  and  a  good  citizen. 


OLIVER  LYMAN  SPAULDING,  St.  Johns.  Estimated  by  his  prom- 
inence in  the  law  and  the  extent  and  importance  of  his  public  services, 
Gen.  O.  T..  Spnulding  is  among  the  first  citizens  of  Michii; m  at  the  pic-^ent 
time.  His  father  was  Lyman  Spaulding,  a  New  Hampsliire  farmer,  of 
English  descent.  His  mother,  Susan  Manhall,  was  also  of  English  extrac- 
tion. The  family  came  West  and  settled  in  Medina,  Lenawee  county, 
Michigan,  where  the  parents  resided  until  death.  The  same  year  in  which 
they  settled  in  Michigan  the  son,  O.  L.  Spaulding,  entered  Obcrlin  College, 
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from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1855.  For  three  years  thereafter  he  was 
employed  as  teacher  in  different  hi^h  schools  and  at  the  same  time  was 

pursuinc^  the  =:tiidy  of  !aw,  which  had  already  been  selected  as  the  profes- 
sion best  suited  to  his  taste.  After  the  required  examination  he  was 
admitted  to  practice  at  St.  Johns,  in  1858.  From  thai  time  to  the  pres- 
ent his  legal  residence  has  been  in  St.  Johns.  Upon  his  admission  to  the 
Bar  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Ransom,  which  remained  in  force 
until  1862.  The  firm  of  Spaulding  &  Cranston  was  organized  in  1866,  and 
continued  until  1S72.  The  firm  Spaulding  &  Barker  was  formed  in 
1882  and  dissolved  in  1886.  Siiau [<.iii;jf  &  Waibridge  were  in  partncrslnp 
horn  iSSii  to  1890.  The  tirm  ot  wliieh  General  Spaulding  is  now  the 
head  has  the  name  and  style  of  Spalding,  Norton  &  Weimer.  General 
Spaulding  had  just  settled  down  to  the  practice  of  law,  in  1B58,  when  he 
was  elected  Regent  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  He  had  become  well 
established  in  the  profession  and  was  beginning  to  reap  the  success  for 
which  the  years  of  preparation  had  qualified  him  when  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion  opened.  Moved  by  the  impulse  of  patriotism  and  a  high  sense 
of  duty  he  responded  to  the  call  for  volunteers  and  offered  his  services  to 
the  country.  In  July,  1862,  he  recruited  a  company  which  was  assigned 
to  the  twenty-third  regiment,  Michigan  volunteer  infantry,  as  Company  A, 
and  of  which  he  was  appointed  captain.  The  regiment  was  mustered  in 
September.  1S6::.  and  mustered  out  June  28,  1865.  at  Salsbury,  North 
Carolina.  The  niLervening  period  was  occupied  with  h^liiitiCT  and  march- 
ing, which  extended  over  a  wide  range  of  territory  and  included  some  of 
the  severest  engagements  of  the  war.  Captain  Spaulding  was  with  the 
regiment  during  the  entire  time  and  received  successive  promotions  and 
commissions  as  major,  lieutenant  colonel,  colonel,  and  brevet  brigadier 
general.  He  was  frequently  called  upon  to  command  a  brigade.  He  par- 
ticipated in  many  engagements;  was  at  the  siege  of  Knoxville.  at 
Resaca,  Georgia;  at  Lost  Mountain;  at  Kenesaw  and  Atlanta;  at  the 
siege  of  Nashville;  at  the  taking  of  Fort  Anderson,  and  the  closing  battles 
of  the  war  in  North  Carolina.  He  was  a  brave  soldier  and  a  discreet  com- 
mander, winning  his  brevet  title  of  brigadier  general  for  gallant  conduct 
and  meritorious  services  in  the  field.  When  the  war  closed  he  returned  to 
his  home  and  his  practice  at  St.  Johns.  The  following  year  (1866)  he  was 
elected  Secretaiy  of  State,  and  re-elected  in  1.S6H  Ir  1875  was 
appointed  by  President  Grant  special  agent  of  the  treasury  and  heid  the 
position  five  years,  resigning  to  accept  an  election  to  Congress  in  1880. 
He  was  chosen  to  represent  the  Sixth  Congressional  District  and  served 
with  distinction  on  two  important  committees,  namely,  military  affairs  and 
Tndian  affairs.  In  1883  he  was  chairman  of  a  commission  appointed  by 
the  President  to  investigate  alleged  violations  of  the  reciprocity  treaty  on 
the  pari  of  the  Hawaian  Islands,  and  visited  Honolulu  with  the  commis- 
sion in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties.  In  January,  1885,  he  was 
again  appointed  special  ^ent  of  the  Treasury,  but  resigned  in  December 
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of  the  same  year.  In  July,  1890,  he  was  appointed  assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  held  the  position  throughout  the  Harrison  administra^ 
tion.     Concerning  this  appointment  the  St.  Johns  Republican  said: 

"President  Harrison  appointed  Gen.  O.  L.  Spaulding  of  this  village  assist- 
ant Secretary  of  the  1  K  aMjn'  last  Thursday.  It  ha<,  heen  known  for  some 
time  that  the  appointment  was  probable  and  wlien  tiic  news  came  it  was 
received  by  our  citizens  generally  with  much  satisfaction.  Gen.  Spaulding 
has  been  a  citizen  of  St.  Johns  for  many  years  and  it  is  entirely  within 
bounds  to  say  that  no  man  possesses  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity to  a  greater  degree.  Hi-  \rd<  always  been  an  untiring  worker  and 
has  attained  high  distinction  in  his  profession;  he  has  been  the  soul  of 
honor  and  integrity,  and  his  eminent  ability  has  won  for  him  the  high 
place  he  now  holds."  Gen.  Spaulding  is  a  good  lawyer  and  a  strong 
advocate  before  a  jury.  In  presenting  his  case*  for  the  consideration  of  a 
jury  his  method  is  direct,  forceful  and  practical.  He  is  careful  of  his 
words,  never  wasting  them  in  irrelevant  speech  or  employing  more  than 
are  necessary  to  convey  his  meaning  with  the  utmost  clearness  and  force. 
The  jury  comprehend  his  statements  of  fact  and  are  impressed  by  his  skill- 
ful application  of  the  evidence  to  sustain  his  contention.  He  therefore 
has  great  power  with  a  jury.  In  presenting  an  argument  before  an  appeU 
late  court  his  style  is  both  felicitous  and  logical.  His  conclusions  are  the 
inevitable  sequence  of  his  premises.  If  the  latter  are  admitted  the  former 
must  be  accepted  as  the  l;nv  of  the  ca«c.  There  is  no  bombast,  or  fury, 
or  uiuiue  \^ehenienct  in  tlit  iyianin.:r  of  his  argument.  His  utterance  is 
rather  contineti  to  a  line  oi  cogent  reasoning  applicable  to  tlit-  case  j>u^ 
judice^  His  practice  has  been  interrupted  much  by  the  duties  of  political 
office  and  yet  he  has  won  distinction  at  the  Bar.  He  has  given  much 
attention  to  financial  affairs,  not  only  \\\  pii\  ate  life,  but  in  the  dischaige 
of  important  duties  involving  the  financial  operations  of  the  Government. 
His  social  triiits  are  marked  and  his  spirit  of  fraternity  strong.  His  prom- 
inence in  the  Masonic  fraternity  is  equal  to  his  prominence  in  the  law,  or 
politics,  or  military  life.  In  1869  he  was  elected  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  of  Michigan.  In  1872  he 
was  Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar.  In  1877  he  was  Grand  High 
Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan.  In  1881  hr  was  Grand  Master 
of  the  Grand  Lodj^c.  For  several  years  he  has  been  ciiairman  of  tonunit- 
tee  of  appeals  of  tlie  Grand  Lodge.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  of  the  Loyal  Legion.  Since  1866  he  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church.  In  1856  Gen.  Spaulding  was  married 
to  Miss  Jennie  Mead,  who  died  within  a  few  months  thereafter.  In  1859 
he  married  Miss  Minerva  Mead,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  who  died  in  1861, 
leavin-:^  a  son,  Frank  M.,  who  is  a  merchant.  In  1862  he  married  Miss 
M.  Crcoh^a  S'.ve'^lfs,  (j.uii^hti  r  ijf  Hon.  John  Swej^les,  who  was  .Auditor 
General  of  the  State  from  \'6^\  to  1855.  Mrs.  Spaulding  is  a  lady  ot  cul- 
ture and  talent  as  an  artist.    She  is  well  known  through  her  artistic  illus- 
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trations  of  gift  books,  among  which  is  the  popular  story  of  Elizabeth 
Stuart  Phelps — ^"A  Lost  Winter,"  The  children  of  this  marriage  are 
Edna  Cm  a  graduate  of  Wellesley  College  and  teacher  in  an  Episcopal 
school  in  New  York  City ;  O.  L.  junior,  a  graduate  of  the  Literary  and 

Law  Departinent  of  the  University  of  Michij^an;  John  C,  who  is  in  the 
Literary  Departinent  of  the  Univt^rsity;  and  Thomat>  M.,  in  the  high 
school  of  St.  Johns. 


LUKK  S.  MONTAGUE,  late  of  Howell.  Amon^  the  members  of  the 
legal  profession  of  Michigan  none  ha*  a  more  honorable  record  and  none  a 
fairer  fame  than  Hon.  Luke  S.  Montague,  lau  Judge  of  the  Thirty-fifth 
Judicial  Circuit.  He  was  a  native  of  the  State  and  his  residence  was  at 
no  time  removed  from  the  county  in  which  he  had  birth.  His  father, 
Alexander  S.  Montague,  settled  in  the  wilds  of  Unadilla  township,  Liv- 
ingston county.  iTi  T836,  before  the  admission  of  the  territory  to  the  Union 
as  a  State,  cleared  and  cultivated  a  farm,  and  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life  there.  His  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  F.  Chipman,  is 
still  a  resident  of  the  township,  beloved  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  who 
know  and  appreciate  her  virtues.  Judge  Montague  was  bom  in  Unadilla, 
Novembers,  1847,  and  died  September 29,  189$-  His  life  was  but  a  span, 
yet  it  was  filled  with  usefulness  and  crowned  with  honor.  He  was  liberally 
educated,  beginning  in  the  district  schools,  passing  through  the  high  school 
at  Ann  Arbor,  and  the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1869.  He  was  well  qualified  for  teaching  and  imme- 
diately engaged  in  that  profession  as  principal  of  the  union  school  at 
Howell.  During  the  short  time  he  was  employed  in  educational  work 
he  was  successful;  but  it  did  not  entirefy  satisfy  his  aspiration  or  com- 
pletely fiil  the  measure  of  his  ambition.  He  aspired  to  success  in  the 
profession  of  law  and  as  soon  as  the  resolution  to  become  a  lawyer  was 
formed  he  began  to  employ  the  means  for  its  execution.  He  entered  the 
Law  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  and  was  graduated  in 
1872,  upon  completion  of  its  course.  From  that  time  all  of  his  energies  and 
abilities  were  devot<'d  to  the  law.  with  a  singleness  of  purpose  and  a  desire 
for  the  highest  excellence.  About  the  time  of  his  admission  to  the  Bar, 
in  May,  1872,  he  formed  a  partnership  for  practice  with  A.  D.  Waddell, 
which  continued  in  force  nine  years,  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Waddell.  The 
firm  of  Waddell  &  Montague  «ras  very  successful  financially  and  profes- 
sionally in  securing  a  clientage  and  in  the  conduct  of  legal  business.  After 
the  death  of  his  partner  Mr.  Montag;ue  held  and  increased  the  clientage 
and  continued  the  practice  alone  until  appointed  to  the  judicial  oiiice. 
His  practice  called  him  into  other  counties  of  the  circuit  and  into  the 
Supreme  Court.  His  cases  in  the  highest  tribunal  of  the  State  were 
numerous  and  important,  and  his  record  in  the  conduct  of  cases  there  has 
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scarcely  a  parallel,  and  certainly  has  never  been  surpassed  by  that  of  any 
other  lawyer.  Of  hh  \n^t  twenty-five  cases  he  won  twenty-four.  In  other 
words  the  ratio  ot  his  gains  to  his  losses  was  as  96  to  4.  This  was  not  the 
result  of  accident  or  favoritism ;  but  rather  because  of  his  carefulness  in 
the  preparation  and  trial  of  his  cases  in  the  Circuit  Court  and  the  strength 
and  clearness  of  his  argument  in  the  Supreme  Court.  His  activities  and 
menta!  resources  were  concentrated  on  his  profession  and  outside  of  it  were 
no  temptations.  He  w'as  elected  prosecuting  attorney  for  Livinjrston 
county  in  1879  and  re-elected  for  a  second  term  by  a  very  large  majority. 
After  that  the  increasing  duties  of  a  private  practice  claimed  his  attention 
absolutely,  until  he  was  appointed  Circuit  Judge  by  Governor  Rich,  May 
10,  189s.  The  position  came  to  him  w  itliout  self-seeking,  but  not  with- 
out a  d'l^*  npprf ciation  of  the  honor  iiTijjIi\  fJ  and  a  clear  apprehension  of 
th*^  duties  irnpo'^ixi.  A  new  circuit  conijjHsinc^  the  counties  of  Livingston 
and  Shiawassee  had  been  formed  by  act  of  the  Legislature,  and  the  Howell 
Bar  with'  perfect  unanimity  presented  his  name  to  the  Governor  and  ui^ed 
his  appointment  to  the  judgeship,  as  the  one  most  fit  to  be  made.  Some 
of  the  members  of  the  Shiawassee  Bar  also  joined  in  the  petition,  although 
two  candidates  from  their  county  were  presented  for  the  office.  Judge 
Montague  heard  the  news  of  his  appointment  \\itliout  visible  elation,  seri- 
ously weighing  the  duties  and  estimating  his  physical  strength  to  meet 
them.  He  expressed  his  deep  and  abiding  love  of  the  profession  and  felt 
some  hesitancy  in  abandoning  the  practice.  "Perhaps  it  is  well,"  said 
he,  "I  *11  try  it  anyhow,  and  do  my  best."  He  was  mentally  strong,  but 
his  health  had  been  somewhat  impaired  for  two  years,  and  th.at  considera- 
tion had  much  weight.  He  entered  upon  the  judicial  functions  with  tlu; 
confidence  and  esteem  of  all  the  members  of  tlie  Bar  and  retired  from  it, 
little  more  than  four  months  later,  with  their  love.  No  judge  ever  justified 
the  wisdom  of  his  appointment  more  completely  and  none  in  so  short  a  time 
ever  established  himself  more  firmly  in  the  affections  of  the  lawyers  who 
practised  in  his  court.  His  natural  fitness  for  the  law  was  manifest  from 
the  inuinent  he  engaged  in  its  practice;  his  fitness  for  tlie  judicial  ofticc, 
clearly  foreshadowed  by  his  honorable  course  at  the  Bar,  was  very  soon 
demonstrated  after  his  elevation  to  the  Bench.  There  was  no  halting,  no 
evasion  of  responsibility,  and  yet  he  was  ever  kind  and  courteous.  His 
decision  was  marked  by  firmness;  its  expression  by  gentleness.  As  a 
man  he  was  dominated  by  the  gentler  attributes  and  these  were  not  with- 
out influence  in  enabling  him  to  avoid  the  asperities  that  sometimes  mar 
the  dignity  of  the  judge.  He  was  always,  in  every  relation  ot  life,  the 
gentleman.  He  was  qualified  for  the  enjoyment  of  a  cultured  home  and 
the  refinements  of  the  best  society.  He  was  married  December  15,  1886, 
to  Miss  Ella  Briggs,  a  young  lady  of  excellent  character  and  superior 
Culture,  capable  not  only  of  hmlding  a  home,  but  also  of  appreciating  the 
honors  that  came  to  her  husband.  A  daughter,  Marjorie,  and  a  son, 
Alexander,  are  the  surviving  children  of  this  jnarriagc. 
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AUGUSTUS  r.  RAT  inVlN,  Pontiac.  The  name  Baldwin  has  been 
conspicuous  in  English  and  American  history  tor  several  centuries.  Augus- 
tus Carpenter  Baldwin  is  the  seventh  generation  in  lineal  descent  from 
Heniy  Baldwin,  of  Wobum,  Massachusetts,  who  emigrated  from  Devon- 
shire, England,  prior  to  1650.  Jonatlian  Baldwin,  the  father  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  biography,  was  bom  in  Canterbury,  Connecticut,  and  married 
Mary  Carpcnier,  of  Lancaster.  N.  Y.,  whose  family  name  is  perpetuated 
in  Llie  christening  of  her  son.  Augustus  was  the  only  son  of  this  mar- 
riage, although  he  had  two  sisters.  He  was  bom  at  Salina,  now  Syracuse, 
New  York,  December  24,  18 17.  His  father  died  In  1822,  but  he  remem- 
bers the  event  distinctly.  His  memory  of  his  father,  living,  is  very  indis- 
tinct. He  remembers  also  another  event  which  transpired  just  previous 
to  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  and  which  was  of  great  commercial 
importance,  namely,  letting  the  water  into  the  Oswego  Canal  at  Salina  for 
the  first  time.  The  family  was  in  limited  circumstances  and  the  children 
had  to  be  separated.  Augustus  was  committed  to  the  care  of  his  uncle, 
a  former  partner  of  his  father  in  the  mercantile  business,  with  whom  he 
lived  two  years.  After  that  he  spent  eight  months  with  a  farmer  in 
Cicero  township,  near  Salina,  and  then  worked  for  some  time  on  a  larc^e 
farm.  Afterwards  he  lived  with  an  aunt,  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Daniels, 
of  Salina.  He  attended  school  during  the  winters  and  studied  with  unu- 
sual diligence.  In  the  fall  of  1828  he  lived  with  his  mother  at  Lancaster, 
New  York,  for  a  short  time.  The  stirring  events  of  the  period  for  the  ten 
years  following  1828  made  a  deep  impression  upon  his  youthful  mind. 
Andrew  Jackson  became  his  hero.  He  shouted  for  "Old  Hickoiy"  in 
182S,  although  only  eleven  years  old,  and  learned  to  admire  the  qualities 
and  the  great  executive  force  of  that  distinguished  soldier  and  President. 
In  the  fall  of  1 836  he  went  to  Canterbury,  Connecticut,  to  visit  relatives, 
and  taught  his  first  district  school  the  following  winter.  He  had  previ- 
ously served  an  apprenticeship  of  six  months  in  the  office  of  the  Buffalo 
Bulletin,  a  wc-eklv  new^p.-^per.  no  daily  having  been  p-^tabltsheil  .it  tli.ir 
time  in  Bufiaio.  He  appreciated  in  very  early  life  the  importance  of 
acquiring  knowledge  and  labored  incessantly  to  secure  a  good  English 
education.  In  1837  he  attended  the  academy  at  Plainfield,  Connecticut. 
One  of  the  sources  of  his  power  in  subsequent  life  was  the  debating  club 
of  which  he  was  a  member  before  arriving  at  manhood.  It  \\  as  to  him 
the  forum  and  the  platform,  as  it  has  been  in  many  a  young  man:  inving^ 
him  self-confidence,  the  power  to  think  on  his  teet,  the  capacity  to  answer 
argument.  At  the  same  time  it  was  a  stimulus  to  invest^tion  and  study. 
In  1837  he  turned  his  face  westward  and  settled  in  Oakland  county,  Mich- 
igan; a  new  field  which  offered  lai^er  opportunities  than  could  be  found 
in  New  England  by  the  young  man  without  capital.  He  taught  school 
the  first  winter,  but  all  the  time  had  in  view  the  law  as  a  profession.  He 
began  reading  under  the  tuition  of  John  P.  Richardson  at  Pontiac,  in 
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1S39,  teaching  school  in  the  winter  months,  studying  history  and  litera- 
ture, utilizing  all  of  his  leisure  hours  and  laying  the  foundation  for  profes^ 
sional  success.  He  entered  the  branch  of  the  University  of  Michigan  at 
Pontiac  and  pursued  a  literary  course  of  study  while  engaged  in  reading 

law  in  the  office  of  ITon.  O.  D.  Richardson.  He  was  admittf^d  to  the 
Bar  of  Oakland  county  May  14.  1843.  D-irinc^  the  same  year  he  married 
Miss  Isabella  Churchiii,  of  Pontiac,  with  whom  he  lived  happily  more 
than  fifty  years.  He  located  for  practice  in  Milford,  then  a  thriving  vil- 
lage, remaining  there  seven  years,  reading  Blackstone  regularly  once  a 
year.  He  had  the  discernment  to  see  that  the  sure  way  to  success  lay  in 
close  application,  strict  economy,  temperate  habits  and  persistent  energy. 
He  applied  the  lessons  learned  from  the  great  lights  of  the  profession  and 
accepted  their  view  that  the  best  place  for  a  young  lawyer  during  business 
hours,  when  not  in  court,  is  in  his  office  engaged  in  study.  He  was  reso- 
lute and  fixed  in  his  purpose  to  succeed,  overcoming  all  obstacles  and 
shaping  his  own  environment.  Before  he  was  thirty  years  old  he  had 
acquired  and  saved  a  sufficient  sum  to  make  himself  comfortable,  and  risen 
above  obscurity.  His  law  practice  grew  steadily.  In  1 849  he  removed 
to  I'oniiac,  where  he  has  been  a  well  known  figure  for  nearly  half  a  cen- 
tury. He  at  once  began  to  make  tor  himself  and  family  an  attractive 
home,  which  during  all  the  intervening  years  he  has  continued  to  furnish 
and  adorn  with  books  and  paintings  and  statues.  While  possessing  con- 
siderable artistic  taste,  his  especial  delight  has  always  been  books.  He 
has  collected  many  volumes  that  are  rare  and  valuable,  paying  for  some  of 
them  j)rici!s  that  would  seem  exorbilaiU  even  to  the  connoisseur — forty 
dollars,  titty  dollars,  seventy-five  dollars,  and  even  a  hundred  dollars  for  a 
single  copy.  He  had  carefully  collected  all  of  the  reports  of  the  different 
State  Supreme  Courts  and  the  reports  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court,  comprising  over  five  thousand  volumes,  most  of  which  were  dis- 
posed of  to  the  Kansas  City  Law  Library  in  1871.  Since  that  time  he 
has  transferred  a  magnificent  private  library  of  about  seven  thousand  vol- 
umes for  the  use  of  the  Orchard  Lake  Military  Academy,  which  is  known 
as  the  Baldwin  Library.  His  office  is  still  supplied  with  all  of  the  books 
that  seem  to  be  essential  to  the  complete  equipment  of  a  lawyer,  and  he 
also  still  retains  many  of  the  rare  volumes  selected  with  so  much  care. 
He  has  gained  much  of  his  inspiration  and  found  most  of  his  recreation  in 
his  library'.  He  prefers  the  companionship  of  good  book«;  to  the  ordinary 
society  and  may  b<:  pardoned  for  preferring  the  company  of  such  silent 
friends  to  that  of  others  more  garrulous.  The  early  political  sentiments 
which  were  instilled  by  the  life  and  character  of  Andrew  Jackson  have 
always  been  cherished  by  him.  Although  not  at  any  time  an  office-seeker 
he  has  held  public  office.  He  is  therefore  able  to  speak  from  experience 
and  i'S  free  to  advise  voung^  men  who  have  taken  up  the  law  to  devote  all 
of  their  time,  their  ,ib:lit;trs  and  energies  to  professional  work,  and  on  no 
condition  to  abandon  it  lor  public  office  until  they  have  a  competence.  He 
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was  a  school  inspector  in  1S40:  -served  in  the  State  Legislature  during  the 
sessions  of  1844  and  1846;  was  a  brigadier  general  of  the  State  militia 
from  1846  to  1862;  was  prosecuting  attorney  for  two  years— 1853  4.  In 
this  office  he  ^vas  indeed  a  terror  to  evil  doers,  a  sort  of  vigilance  commit- 
tee complete  in  his  own  person.  He  was  earnest  and  able  in  upholding 
the  law  and  prosecuting  the  cases  of  the  State  against  criminals.  In  1862 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Contjrcss,  from  the  Fifth 
District  of  Michigan,  and  during  his  term  of  service  supported  heartily  Uic 
measures  for  paying  and  equipping  the  soldiers  of  the  Union.  He  was  a 
war  Democrat  of  the  Douglas  type.  He  voted  for  the  Thirteenth  Amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution,  abolishing  slavery.  In  1864  he  was  re-elected 
by  the  home  vote,  but  in  a  contest  with  Mr.  Trowbridge,  his  competitor, 
he  was  not  seated,  on  the  representation  that  a  majority  of  the  soldiers  in 
the  field  authorized  by  statute  to  vote  had  been  sufTicient  to  overcome  the 
home  majority.  This  action  of  the  House  of  Representatives  was  in  the 
face  of  the  fact  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigaii  had  already  declared 
unconstitutional  the  statute  authorizing  the  soldiers  out  of  the  State  to 
vote.  In  1874  Judge  Baldwin  was  mayor  of  Pontiac.  From  1868  to  1886 
he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  education,  and  no  school  board  ever  had 
a  more  valnablr  memher.  TTis  mind  was  clear  as  to  the  functions  of  a 
public  school  and  the  modes  of  education;  and  hi?  itMlucnce  was  strong  in 
securing  improvement  in  the  schools.  In  1875  he  was  elected  judge  of 
the  Sixth  Judicial  Circuit  of  Michigan,  and  upon  taking  his  seat  he  found 
an  accumulation  of  nearly  one  hundred  cases  on  the  docket  in  Lapeer 
county  alone.  During  four  years  of  the  term  to  w  hich  he  had  been  elected 
he  presided  with  eminent  ability,  dignity  and  satisfaction.  His  adminis- 
trative ability  enabled  him  to  dispatch  the  hii':ines';  of  the  court  with 
remarkable  celerity.  He  felt  that  the  salary  attached  to  the  office  was 
inadequate  to  the  labor  required  and  therefore  tendered  his  resignation  and 
returned  to  his  private  practice.  In  this  he  has  been  successful  by  reason 
of  the  legal  mind  and  the  remarkable  capacity  for  application  and  sustained 
effort  which  he  possesses.  He  has  performed  all  civic  duties  with  scrupu- 
lous care  and  so  ordered  his  life  that  it  has  been  of  great  usefulness  to  his 
city.  He  wa?  instrumental  in  securing  the  location  of  the  Eastern  Asy- 
lum for  the  insane  at  Pontiac.  For  many  years  lie  has  been  a  member 
of  its  board  of  trustees.  He  has  been  president  and  still  is  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Michigan  Militaty  Academy  at  Orchard  Lake.  For  many 
years  he  was  president  of  the  Oakland  County  Agricultural  Society,  and 
also  president  of  the  County  Pioneer  Association.  Both  of  these  societies 
have  recognized  his  strong  guuling  hand  in  their  successful  management. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  National  Bar  Association.  He  has  the  qualities  of 
a  politician  in  the  highest  sense  of  that  word ;  he  is  not  a  wire  puller  or 
manipulator,  but  a  man  who  understands  the  science  of  government  thor- 
oughly. He  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Democratic  Conventions  at 
Charleston  and  Baltimore  in  i860,  the  convention  at  Chicago  in  1864, 
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and  the  National  Peace  Congress  at  Philadelphia  in  i  S66.  He  has  sup- 
ported the  Democratic  ticket  in  fourteen  presidential  campaigns  and  taken 
active  part  in  public  discussions  on  the  stump  in  every  campaign  since 
1840.  He  possesses  the  characteristics  which  are  always  found  in  a  man 
described  as  a  born  leader  of  men,  and  he  would  have  been  a  leader  in  any 
age  amonp^  any  peonlo.  After  the  war  he  opposed  the  congressional  plan 
of  reconstruction,  taking  the  position  that  the  acts  of  secession  by  the 
States  were  nugatory  and  did  not  effect  their  relations  to  the  Union ;  that 
when  the  insurrection  or  rebellion  had  been  suppressed  the  normal  rela- 
tions should  be  resumed  without  other  conditions  than  the  Constitution 
imposed.  He  opposed  the  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth  Amendments 
because  he  believed  the  Freedinen  were  incapable  of  ^e!f  ffovernment, 
owing  to  their  long  period  of  servitude,  and  that  adventurers  would  con- 
trol them  in  such  a  manner  as  inevitably  would  lead  to  antagonisms  and 
conflicts  between  themselves  and  the  more  intelligent  people  of  the  South. 
It  was  his  belief  that  the  amendment  of  a  Constitution  should  be  the  sub- 
ject of  discussion  and  deliberation,  and  that  no  amendment  should  be  has- 
tily passed,  or  without  due  consideration.  Judj^e  Baldwin  ha?  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity  since  early  manhood,  passing  through  the 
degrees  to  that  of  Knight  Templar.  He  is  past  commander  of  the  com- 
mandery  at  Pontiac.  He  has  been  prominently  identified  with  every 
movement  inaugurated  to  promote  the  moral  and  material  welfare  of  his 
city.  In  his  religious  views  he  is  inclined  to  agnosticism.  In  the  ele- 
mental qualities  of  his  mind  and  heart  perhaps  the  most  conspicuous  are 
industry,  continuity,  decision  of  character  or  moral  courage.  In  busines.s 
affairs  he  is  methodical,  judicious  and  far  seeing.  He  is  an  economist, 
whether  regarded  from  a  personal  br  political  standpoint.  He  makes  every 
moment  effective  in  accomplishing  something.  His  mind  is  clear  in  con- 
ception, logical  in  the  process  of  reasoning,  quick  and  accurate  in  forming 
conclusions.  He  makes  no  pretense  of  brilliancy,  but  has  firm  convictions 
and  is  prepared  to  maintain  them  at  any  cost  of  time  or  labor.  He  thinks 
deeply,  but  employs  no  superfluous  words  in  defining  his  position.  His 
style  of  argument  is  forcible;  fortified  well  with  facts  and  figures;  and  he 
sometimes  employs  invective  with  terrific  effect.  Hypocrisy  is  hateful  to 
him.  He  is  a  very  earnest  advocate  of  what  he  believes  to  be  right;  is 
steadfast  in  his  attachments  and  regards  true  friendship  vcr\'  highly.  As 
a  young  lawyer  his  intellect  was  whetted  by  contact  with  some  of  the 
brightest  legal  minds  of  the  country,  so  that  he  was  well  prepared  for  the 
forensic  contests  of  later  life.  His  fidelity  in  public  ofBce  is  proverbial. 
He  combines  in  his  character  most  adequately  and  admirably  the  qualities 
of  the  lawyer  and  the  law-maker.  He  combines  the  character  of  a  jurist 
with  broad  statesmanship.  Under  all  circnmstanrch-  his  physical  courage 
is  equal  to  his  moral  courage,  and  the  two  combine  to  make  him  a  chival- 
rous representative  of  a  type  that  is  generally  called  an  old  school  gentle- 
man.    His  daughter,    Miss  Augusta  Baldwin,  was  educated  with  the 
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greatest  possible  care.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Dr.  E.  A.  Chris- 
tian, who  is  superintendent  of  the  Eastern  Michigan  Asylum.  His  pleas* 
ant  home  on  Clark  Street  is  presided  over  gracefully  by  his  wiie,  Mrs. 
Flora  B.  Baldwin,  whose  presence  contributes  much  to  its  happiness. 
With  that  calmness  and  dignity  which  belongs  to  the  great  mind,  Judge 
Baldwin  is  approaching  the  sunset.  His  fourscore  years  have  been  honor* 
ably  and  usefully  employed.  They  have  been  crowned  with  the  success 
that  ever  attends  earnest  endeavor,  guided  by  a  sound  judgment  and  a 
strong  will. 


ROSS  WILKINS,  formerly  Judge  of  the  United  States  Court  of  Michi- 
gan. Judgf"  Ro<?<;  Wilkins  came  down  from  the  eighteenth  century  and 
was  descended  from  good  revolutionary  stock.  He  was  born  at  Pittsburg, 
Pennsyivanidj  I'cbruary  19,  1799,  almost  a  year  before  the  death  of  Wash* 
ington.  He  was  educated  at  Carlisle  College,  in  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  graduated  from  that  institution  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  Boys  appeared 
to  reach  maturity  at  an  earlier  age  during  that  period,  so  prolific  of  events 
which  shaped  the  subsequent  history  of  the  coutitry.  He  studied  law  in 
Pittsburg,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  there,  and  held  the  of?ice  of  prosecut- 
ing attorney  for  two  years  immediately  succeeding  his  arrival  at  the  age  of 
twenty*one.  He  was  married  May  13,  1823,  to  Maria  Duncan,  and  con- 
tinued his  residence  in  Pittsburg  and  practiced  law  there  until  1832.  In 
that  year  he  was  appointed  by  President  Andrew  Jackson  one  of  the  Ter- 
ritorial Tudc;es  of  Michigan,  and  located  in  the  territory  in  pursuance  of 
such  appointment.  lie  held  the  office  until  the  territory  was  admitted  as 
a  State  in  the  Union,  in  January,  1837.  His  colleagues  on  the  Bench 
were  among  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  and  best  citizens  of  the  Terri- 
tory and  State  of  Michigan,  namely,  Solomon  Sibley,  George  Morell  and 
David  Irvin.  During  the  year  1837  he  held  the  judicial  office  of  recorder 
of  the  citv  of  T")etroft,  and  discharf};cd  tlu-  duties  of  that  oflfice  in  addition 
to  those  ;i])[K  rt.ii:nng  to  the  Federal  Court.  Upon  the  admi-ssion  of 
Michigan  into  tlic  Union  was  appointed  United  Slates  District  Judge 
for  the  district  then  comprising  the  whole  State,  and  held  the  office  until 
the  State  was  divided  into  two  districts,  when  he  became  the  judge  for  the 
Eastern  District  of  Michigan.  This  office  he  held  until  his  voluntary 
retirement  in  1870.  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  year^.  For  thirty-eight 
years  cou'^ecutivvly  lit;  hrld  ;i  juiliria!  office  in  the  terntory  and  Slate,  and 
during  all  that  period  ins  orticial  record  was  witiiout  a  stain  and  his  per- 
sonal character  above  reproach.  He  died  May  17,  1872,  leaving  one 
son  and  two  daughters,  namely.  Col.  William  D.  Wilkins,  Mrs.  Brent 
and  Mrs.  Geoi^  Douglas  Tracy.  Two  of  his  descendants  have  been  con- 
nected with  the  court  over  which  Judge  Wilkins  presided  so  long  and  so 
honorably.    William  D.  Wilkins,  his  son,  was  for  many  years  clerk  of  the 
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United  States  Courts,  and  Charles  T.  Wilkins,  a  grandson,  served  two 
terms  in  the  office  of  assistant  district  attorney  of  '.he.  IJtiilrd  Sfnf-os  for 
the  Eastern  District  of  Michigan.  Exalted  as  were  the  judicial  offices 
held  by  Judge  Wilkins,  and  distinguished  as  were  his  services  to  the  coua« 
try  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  his  prominence  was  not  due 
alone  to  the  exercise  of  judicial  functions.  He  was  for  many  years  prom- 
inent in  the  political  history  of  the  Territory  and  State.  He  was  a  dele- 
gate to  the  convention  of  1836,  whose  deliberations  resulted  in  the  admis- 
sion of  Michigan  into  the  Union.  Few  men  are  permitted  to  h'vc  so  long 
in  conspicuous  positions  charged  with  affairs  so  materially  affecting  the 
interests  and  history  of  a  State.  The  services  of  Judge  Wilkins  covered 
the  most  critical  period  which  marked  the  transition  of  a  territory  to  state- 
hood, and  the  passing  of  the  State  to  a  career  of  boundless  prosperity 
through  a  season  of  dang^er  and  doubt.  Through  it  all  he  maintained  the 
demeanor  of  an  impartial  judge,  while  inspired  by  tho  interest  of  a  pro- 
gressive citi/en.  He  was  a  lawyer  of  learning,  clear-headed  in  his  deci- 
sions ;  a  man  of  generous  impulses,  warm-hearted  and  true  in  hts  friend- 
ships. He  was  a  jurist  rather  than  a  casuist,  but  all  of  his  decisions  had 
the  approval  of  his  conscience.  He  is  worthy  to  stand  in  history  with  the 
great  lawyers  and  jurists  of  a  State  which  is  rich  in  the  possession  of  great 
men. 


ALPHEUS  FELCH,  deceased.  The  impartial  and  faithful  historian  of 
Michigan  must  always  accord  a  high  place  to  the  late  Alpheus  Felch,  who 

died  nt  his  home  in  Ann  Arbor  June  13,  1896.  He  was  descended  from 
patriotic  and  kcvolulirmary  stock.  His  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  for  the  independence  of  the  colonies,  and  in  consideration  of  sucli 
service  participated  in  the  soldier's  land  grant  down  in  the  wilderness  of 
Maine.  His  father  was  reared  there  as  a  fanner's  boy,  and  on  reaching 
man's  estate  became  a  merchant  at  Limerick,  York  county,  Maine.  It 
was  there  that  the  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  September  28.  1804. 
He  was  the  only  f^oii  in  a  family  of  six  children.  The  death  of  his  father 
when  he  was  an  infant  of  two  years,  and  of  his  mother  one  year  later,  left 
him  an  orphan  indeed,  to  be  reared  by  his  grandfather,  and  he  never  knew 
the  deeper  love  and  tenderer  sympathy  of  a  mother.  He  was  carefully 
educated,  beginning  in  the  district  schools  and  preparin<;  for  college  in 
Philips  Exeter  Academy.  At  nineteen  he  entered  Baldwin  Coliege  from 
which  he  was  e^radiinted  in  1827.  He  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  at  Bangor  in  the  autumn  of  1830.  His  physical  organism  was 
delicate  and  his  health  was  never  robust.  The  rigors  of  the  Maine  climate 
were  too  severe  for  him  and  he  sought  the  milder  climate  of  Mississippi. 
In  1833  he  left  his  native  State  intending  to  form  a  partnership  with  the 
brilliant  Sergeant  S.  Prentiss,  at  Vicksburg.  On  arriving  at  Cincinnati 
II 
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however,  he  fell  a  victim  to  the  scourge  of  Asiatic  cholera,  then  prevailing 
as  an  epidemic.    The  incident  occasioned  a  change  in  his  plans  and  Axed 
his  residence  in  Michigan.    He  first  settled  in  Monroe,  remaining  there 
about  ten  years,  and  in  1843  removed  to  Ann  Arbor,  which  continued  to 
be  his  home  for  the  remainder  of  life — more  than  half  a  century.  His 
public  service  began  nnc  yc.nr  after  his  settlement  in  the  State,  a-^  villaj^e 
attorney  of  Monroe.     It  was  continued  as  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in 
1835  and  1836}  as  State  bank  commissioner  in  16^6;  as  Auditor  General 
in  1842 ;  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  1843;  as  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Regents  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  1843  to  1847,  ^"d  president  of 
the  Board  during  the  last  two  years;  as  Governor  of  Michigan  1845 
1847;  as  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  Michigan,  from  1847  to  1853; 
H«  Commissioner  to  adjust  and  settle  Spanish  and  Mexican  Land  Claims 
under  tlie  treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  from   1S53  to  1856;  a«»  Tappan 
Professor  of  Law  in  the  University  of  Michigcin  from  1879       1883;  as 
President  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Michigan  from  1888  to  1894. 
This  is  indeed  a  noteworthy  record,  unsurpassed  by  the  service  of  any  citi- 
zen or  official  in  the  life  of  the  State.    As  a  legislator  he  opposed  very 
earnestly  the  wild-cat  scheme  of  banking,  inaugurated  during  that  period, 
which  proved  as  he  foretold,  so  disastrous  to  the  State.    As  bank  commis- 
sioner he  was  enabled  to  contribute  as  much  as  any  man  to  the  closing  of 
the  rotten  banks  and  the  retrieving  of  the  credit  of  the  State,  by  placing 
its  finances  on  a  substantial  basts.    He  was  methodical  and  painstaking  in 
the  performance  of  whatever  he  undertook  to  do,  and  there  appeared  to 
be  no  thought  of  himself  in  the  acceptance  of  public  office  or  the  discharge 
of  official  duties.    The  opportunities  of  acquiring  a  fortune  while  in  the 
service  of  the  State  or  Nation  were  unnoticed.     Apparently  it  never 
occurred  to  him  to  make  personal  use  of  them.    The  advantages  offered 
by  a  residence  of  three  years  in  California,  as  president  of  a  commission 
that  adjusted  claims  aggregating  many  millions  were  never  improved  for 
himself,  but  his  honest  work  satisfied  all  the  demands  of  justice.    He  was 
appointed  commissioner  at  the  close  of  the  Senatorial  term  by  President 
Pierce  and  was  elected  rresident  of  the  coiijiuis^ion.     The  work  was  of 
vast  importance,  requiring  wise  discretion  and  delicate  diplomacy.  There 
was  clashing  of  foreign  and  domestic  interests.    Among  the  questions 
involved  were  the  validity  of  titles  granted  by  rulers  of  Mexico  to 
large  tracts  of  land ;  the  right  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  to  tl     i  lis 
sjons  established,  under  authority  of  Spain  or  Mexico;  the  right  of  the 
Pueblos  to  tlieii  l.uuk  in  common,  and  in  many  cases  adverse  claimants, 
individual  or  corporate,  of  the  same  lands.    The  testimony  in  all  cases 
was  heard  with  the  same  carefulness  as  in  the  court  of  justice  and  when 
completed  in  March,  1854,  filled  forty  volumes.    Governor  Fetch  settled 
down  to  the  practice  of  law  in  Ann  Arbor  again  after  the  business  of  that 
commission  was  closed  and  continued  in  practice  for  many  years.    On  the 
ninetieth  anniversary  of  his  birth  the  Bar  of  Washtenaw  county  tendered 
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him  a  complimentary  banquet  which  was  attended  by  many  distinguished 
guests  as  well  as  members  of  the  association.    Tt  is  appropriate  here  to 

quote  a  few  sentences  from  his  own  lips  and  a  few  of  the  many  fair  words 
spoken  by  some  of  the  guests  on  that  occasion,  in  order  to  gain  a  better 
insight  into  the  character  and  true  nobility  of  the  man.  He  acknowiedged 
gracefully  the  honor  at  the  hands  of  his  professional  brethren,  paid  a 
tribute  to  the  Judiciary  and  the  Bar  of  Michigan  and  referred  to  himself 
and  his  age  with  characteristic  modesty : 

"You  have  been  so  kind  as  to  remember,  which  T  of  course  could  not 
forget,  that  ninety  years  of  my  life  have  already  passed,  and  I  enter  to-day 
the  last  decade  of  the  century.    It  is  a  longer  period  of  life  than  is  allotted 
to  most  men  —  long  enonj^h  for  the  visionary  anticipations  of  youth  and 
the  active,  energetic,  ambitious  and  ui>eful  years  of  middle  live  to  have 
passed.    At  that  age  all  that  the  man  was  to  do  is  done.    The  little 
remnant  of  life  is  very  brief,  but  I  cannot  look  upon  if  ns  devoid  of  enjoy- 
ment or  that  there  is  any  place  for  regret  that  olher^i  must  do  the  work 
which  it  was  his  ambition  to  do.    Every  true  man  bids  God-speed  to  all 
workers  in  the  good  cause  of  truth  and  the  prosperity  of  liis  fellow  man. 
Old  nrre-  is  usually  regarded  as  a  gloomy  period  of  Hfc,  v/hen  decrepitude 
has  taken  the  place  of  physical  energy  and  every  source  ot  pleasure  is  dried 
up.    And  this  is  not  a  mere  modern  speculation.    A  little  more  than 
eig^h'een  hundred  yenrs  ngo,  just  before  the  beginning  of  the  christian  era, 
Cicero  wrote  his  beautiful  treatise  on  Old  Age,  in  which  he  enumerated 
the  supposed  evils  of  that  period  of  human  life  and  discourses  eloquently 
upon  the  many  solaces  that  mitigate  its  evils  and  the  unnumbered  enjoy- 
ments that  wait  upon  it.     If  Cicero  had  lived  to  the  present  day  he  could 
truthfully  have  enlarged  the  hst  of  these  solaces  and  enjoyments."  Judge 
Cooley  remembered  Alpheus  Felch  as  the  first  judge  he  had  ever  seen  upon 
the  Bench,  and  was  "charmed  with  his  presence,  with  his  ease  of  deport- 
ment, with  his  mastery  of  the  English  language,  never  excessively  ornate, 
but  always  clear,  always  to  the  point,  always  expressing  exactly  what  the 
occasion  called  for.    His  charges  to  the  jury  seemed  to  me  perfect.  There 
was  not  a  word  too  many  or  too  few;  not  a  word  the  simplest  man  on  the 
jury  could  not  perfectly  comprehend.'*    President  Angell  referred  to  the 
lesson  of  age:  "We  have  all  read  essays  upon  old  age  and  encomiums  on 
old  ape.     T!iis  one  of  Cicero's  to  which  Governor  Felch  alluded  is  perhaps 
the  most  noble  of  all.     I  venture  to  say  that  not  all  the  poems  and 
essays  which  have  been  written  upon  the  subject  carry  with  them  the 
wei'^hl  and  cheer  which  the  spectacle  of  such  an  old         as  that  which  it 
is  our  privilege  to  behold  gives  every  one  of  us  who  is  a  neighbor  of  Gov- 
ernor Felch ;  this  cheerful,  beautiful,  serene  old  age  of  his  which  combines 
the  joy  and  spirits  of  boyhood  with  the  wisdom  and  d^ity  of  advanced 
3i^ars. "    Judge  Samne!  T.   Douglas  said:  ''Governor  Felch  endeared 
himself  to  the  Bar  and  to  the  public,  during  his  judicial  career,  by  that 
suavity  and  simplicity  of  manner,  or  in  other  words,  acted  kindness,  that 
good  sense,  indr[)cndonLr  and  utter  conscientiousness  for  which  he  has 
alwa]^  been  distinguished,  qualities  which  are  in  a  great  measure  the  secret 
of  his  subsequent  long  and  honorable  public  career." 

Col.  Ira  Grosvenor,  of  Monroe,  said  Governor  Felch  was  author  of 
the  compromise  by  which  the  Upper  Peninsula  was  given  to  Michigan  in 
exchange  for  the  Maumee  strip  taken  by  Ohio,  and  further  spoke  in  his 
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praise  for  the  faithful  discharne  of  iiis  official  duties,  his  purity  and 
Strength  of  character;  his  kiiuiiu  ss  to  the  poor  and  unfortunate,  his  cour- 
tesy to  all,  particularly  to  young  men  and  children.  Among  other  speak- 
ers at  the  banquet  were  the  venerable  ex-Senator  Geoi^fe  W.  Jones,  late 
of  Iowa,  the  last  Territorial  Representative  of  Michigan  In  Congress  and 
the  senatorial  colleague  of  Governor  Felch;  Governor  Jerome,  Judge 
Kinne,  who  presided,  and  Hon.  J.  B.  Sawyer.  Letters  of  regret  were 
received  from  a  score  of  others — a!!  teeming  with  merited  culogiuni. 
Governor  Felch  always  rose  grandly  to  the  requirements  of  every  occasion 
and  yet  never  got  above  the  ordinary  duties  of  every  day  life.  He  was 
ever  a  man  of  the  people,  honest,  sincere  and  true.  Governor  Felch  was 
married  in  Monroe,  September  14,  1837,  to  Lucretia  Williams  Lawrence, 
a  daughter  of  Judge  Wolcott  Lawrence.  Five  children  «jurvive:  Mrs.  C. 
B.  Grant,  of  Lansinfj:  Mrs.  E.  H.  Cole,  of  Ann  Arbor,  riicodorc  A. 
Felch,  a  physician  of  Ishpeming;  Frank  S.  Felch,  a  banker  ot  Sandusky, 
Ohio;  Mrs.  Dr.  C.  G.  Jennings,  of  Detroit. 


ALFRED  D.  RATHBONE,  deceased.  Alfred  Day  Rathbone  wa*?  born 
at  Aurora,  New  York,  January  iS,  1S06,  and  died  at  Grand  Rapids,  Michi- 
gan, April  5,  1856.  During  the  fifty  years  of  life  he  accomplished  much 
for  himself  and  the  community  in  which  hts  manhood  was  passed.  He 
was  the  seventh  generation  in  the  direct  line  of  descent  from  the  English 
Puritan,  John  Rathbone,  who  landed  in  America  in  1620.  The  American 
lineage  down  to  the  present  time  Is:  First,  John,  the  English  emigrant; 
second,  John;  third,  John;  fourth,  Joshua;  fifth,  Joshua;  sixth,  Atmos; 
seventh,  Alfred  D.,  the  subject  of  tliis  sketch;  eighth,  his  son,  Alfred  D., 
bom  1842;  ninth,  his  grandson,  Alfred  D.,  born  1868.  He  was  educated, 
read  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  his  native  State.  He  came  to 
Grand  Rapids  in  1836,  when  it  was  a  mere  frontier  camp,  and  Kent  county 
contained  less  than  two  thousand  people.  He  was  the  first  regular  Inwycr 
to  settle  in  the  county.  Railroads  were  unknown,  and  the  hjVhways  were 
scarcely  more  than  Indian  trails.  But  with  an  abiding  faith  in  the  future, 
based  on  a  clear  discernment  of  existing  conditions,  and  a  calculating  fore- 
sight, coupled  with  indomitable  energy  and  enterprise,  he  made  his  home 
in  Grand  Rapids,  and  at  once  became  a  power,  both  as  to  material  prop- 
erty and  'jociety,  in  building  up  an  important  City.  From  its  earliest 
stages,  he  was  a  most  vahiable  contributor  to  its  i^rowth  :  he  built  its  first 
Stone  block;  he  was  an  active  promoter  of  its  educational  iiitcrests  and  a 
Strong  supporter  of  its  moral  development.  The  first  habitation  of  his 
family  on  the  frontier  was  constructed  by  driving  pointed  slabs  into  the 
ground,  their  smooth  sides  forming  its  interior  walls,  and  the  bare  earth  its 
floor.  In  less  than  a  year  he  was  able  to  provide  something  better,  and 
thus  he  progressed — alwasrs  working  to  improve  the  condition  of  his  family 
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and  the  town  of  his  choice.    The  young  community  in  which  he  had  cast 
his  lot,  was  law-abiding,  industrious  and  honest.    There  was  little  business 
for  a  lawyer  in  the  trial  of  causes,  or  the  collection  of  debts:  ljut,  witli  his 
broad  mind  and  knowledge  of  the  law,  he  found  a  large  tield  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  local  government,  the  establishment  of  schools  and  churches, 
and  the  laying  of  solid  foundations  for  the  coming  city.  He  was  an  earnest 
Democrat,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  politics.    He  served  as  school 
inspector  during  the  township  era,  and  after  the  establishment  of  the 
municipal  system,  acted  as  a  mrmbcr  of  the  board  of  education.     He  was 
postmaster  of  Kent — the  old  name  of  the  village  —  under  President  Van 
Buren.    In  1839  he  was  elected  the  first  regular  prosecuting  attorney,  and 
served  four  years.    In  1850  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  committee 
to  draft  a  city  charter,  and  in  this  position  his  practical  views  of  business 
affairs  and  his  wide  knowledge  of  the  law  made  him  of  especial  value.  In 
l8?4  he  was,  unwiHinply,  the  rtominee  of  his  party  for  State  Senator. 
In  his  law  practice  he  associated  nitnsclf  witli  strong  and  able  lawyers.  In 
1839,  with  Hon.  George  Martin,  afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  later  with  John  Ball,  Thomas  B.  Church  and  James  Miller,  success 
sively.    He  was  the  ready  friend  of  young  men  starting  in  their  life  work, 
and  helped  many  a  one  on  the  threshold  of  his  profession.    The  dis- 
tinguished Solomon  L.  Withry,  late  Judge  of  the  United  States  Court  of 
the  Wfstrm  District  of  Michigan,  was  a  .student  in  the  office  of  Rath- 
bone  &  Martin,  where  his  enthusiasm  was  inspired  to  gain  that  clear  iiiiight 
into  the  principles  of  the  law,  and  the  accurate  knowledge  of  interpreta- 
tion, so  noteworthy  in  his  subsequent  career.    Mr.  Rathbone  was  con- 
scientious in  his  devotion  to  the  interests  of  a  client  whose  cause  he  espoused, 
and  none  was  encouraged  by  him  to  engage  in  litigation  unless  justice  or 
equity  favored  his  ^uit,  or  until  the  efforts  for  redress  witiiout  litigation 
failed.    He  occupied  mote  time  with  office  practice  than  the  trial  of  cases, 
and  was  also  engaged  largely  in  real  estate  transactions.    He  gave  much 
attention  to  real  estate  law,  in  which  he  became  proficient.    The  records 
of  the  county  are  replete  with  evidences  of  his  relation  to  valuable  and 
important  interests,  either  as  principal,  or  as  the  trustee  of  others.  The 
property  or  business  of  another  entrusted  to  him  received  the  same  pro- 
tection and  fostering  care  a?  hi*;  own.     In  all  business  transactions  he  was 
alert,  shrewd,  exact  and  methodical ;  his  cases  were  always  carefully  studied ; 
he  came  into  court  thoroughly  prepared  for  trial,  with  books  and  papers 
properly  arranged.    Politically,  he  supported  the  Democratic  party,  and 
earnestly  advocated  the  principles  of  Democracy  in  the  public  press.  As 
a  writer  he  was  clear,  concise  and  argumentative.     He  was  a  Free  and 
Accepted  Mason,  and  .sought  to  jllustrate  the  iirinciples  of  the  order  by 
generous  {raternal  greeting  and  abounding  charity.     He  was  a  member  of 
the  congregation  of  St.  Mark's  Episcopal  Church,  and  a  liberal  contributor 
to  its  support.    The  neatness  of  his  attire  was  always  exquisite,  and  his 
observance  of  correct  style  in  dress  was  punctilious.    He  always  appeared 
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in  a  dress  coat  of  blue  cloth,  with  gilt  buttons,  a  puffed  shirt  front  and 
high  *  k.  In  his  home  were  exefnplified  the  unwritten  laws  of  hospital- 
ity. Liberal  provision  '>va<;  mndc  for  the  entertainment  of  ^ue<;t?.  and 
f^ood  cheer  spiced  every  feast.  His  manner  was  courteous  and  refined;  iiis 
conversation  animated,  vivacious  and  witty.  He  was  able  to  infuse  spirit 
and  life  into  any  company,  whether  its  members  were  old  or  young.  He 
possessed  always  the  buoyant  enthusiasm  of  a  young  man  tempered  by 
mature  judgment  and  the  wisdom  which  comes  from  large  experience  in 
affairs.  Mr.  Rathbone  was  a  typical  gentleman  of  the  old  school  —  a  man 
who  believed  that  honesty  in  the  everyday  afifairs  of  life  and  prnmptne<:s  in 
meetinqr  oblig^ations  are  among  tlie  cardinal  virtues.  The  integrity  of  his  own 
character  was  such  iliat  he  could  nut  but  regard  as  immoral  the  disposition 
to  evade  an  obligation  voluntarily  assumed.  Superlatively  exact  in  his  own 
business  methods,  be  insisted  with  a  degree  of  strenuousness  that  there 
should  be  no  unreasonable  delay  on  the  part  of  others  in  meeting  obliga- 
tions due  him.  He  wa-:  so  constituted  mentally  as  to  regard  the  moral 
duty  in  relation  to  a  financial  transaction  more  constrain  in  than  the  lia- 
bility. His  business  was,  therefore,  always  conducted  upon  a  high  ethical 
plane.  At  the  same  time,  he  was  fond  of  money,  and  the  accumulation  of 
it  afforded  him  keen  enjoyment.  He  understood  the  power  of  wealth  and 
his  remarkable  financial  success  at  a  period  when  laige  fortunes  were  rare 
in  the  locality  evinced  his  ability  as  a  financier.  His  peculiar  faculties  and 
capacity  for  action  found  their  best  adaptation  in  the  business  of  money 
getting.  He  organised  and  planned  well.  His  depth  and  breadth  quaiitied 
him  for  the  management  of  large  properties  and  enterprises.  He  was 
interested  in  some  of  the  most  important  manufactories  and  private  cor> 
porations,  and  was  one  of  the  original  promoters  of  the  Grand  Rapids  and 
Indiana  Railroad.  His  counsel  was  valuable.  He  was  an  exemplar  in  the 
Rpirit.  energy  and  determination  manifested  in  all  undertakings.  Perhaps 
no  private  citizen  had  so  large  an  acquaintance,  and  certainly  none  was 
mure  highly  esteemed  in  tlie  region  of  northern  Indiana  and  western  Mich- 
igan, than  Alfred  Day  Rathbone,  forty  years  ago. 


JOHN  W.  C H AM I'LIN,  Grand  Rapids.  Judge  Chaiuplin  is  of  English 
extraction,  having  descended  from  the  family  of  Champlins  tiiat  cinigaied 
from  England  and  settled  in  Rhode  Island  as  early  as  1638.  His  father 
was  Jeffrey  C.  Champlin  and  his  mother,  Ellis  Champlin,  both  of  whom 
were  of  New  England  origin.  He  was  bom  in  Kingston,  Ulster  county, 
New  York,  February  17,  1831.  He  lived  at  home  and  worked  on  his 
father's  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  ag^e,  a  period  in  life  which 
meant  much  more  to  a  boy  half  a  century  ago  than  it  does  at  present. 
It  meant  the  beginning  of  independent  action  and  self-reliance,  and  in 
most  cases  a  severance  of  home  ties.    Judge  Champlin's  early  education 
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was  received  In  the  common  school'?  and  academy  of  Harpcrsficld,  and 
the  academitis  at  Stamford  and  Rheinbeck.  After  attaining  his 
majority  he  pursued  a  course  of  civil  engineering  at  Delaware  Institute  as 
a  preparation  for  what  he  then  conceived  would  be  his  life  work.  For  about 
two  years  he  engaged  in  the  practical  work  of  civil  engineering  in  New 
York  state.  In  1854,  he  decided  the  profession  of  law  would  be  more  con- 
genial and  at  once  set  about  tlic  business  of  quaiilying  him?elt  fur  entering 
it.  He  came  to  Michigan  and  took  up  the  study  in  the  office  of  his  elder 
brother,  Stephen  G.,  who  had  settled  there  as  a  practising  lawyer  during 
the  previous  year.  Hb  mind  was  mature  and  his  purpose  deliberately 
formed  so  that  his  progress  in  the  study  of  the  text  books  was  rapid  as 
well* as  thoroij^^h.  He  t^-a^pcd  the  principles  readily  and  was  easily  able 
to  comprehend  the  learned  conHncntarics.  In  1855  he  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  after  examination  before  J  udge  George  Martin,  who  was  after- 
wards Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Without  delay  he  entered 
into  the  practice  at  Grand  Rapids,  which  has  been  continuous  and  con- 
stantly expanding  for  more  than  forty  ye^rs,  interrupted  only  by  judicial  ser- 
vice. TmpresKfd  with  a  consciousness  of  the  truth  that  success  in  a  pro- 
fession depends  upon  application  and  industry,  he  loiit  no  time.  In 
he  prepared  a  revision  of  the  charter  of  Grand  Raptds,  which  evidenced 
his  ability  and  understanding  of  the  law  to  an  extent  remarkable  for  one 
who  had  engaged  in  the  practice  less  than  one  year.  Having  arrived  at  the 
determination  to  become  a  lawyer,  he  has  cherished  no  ulterior  riTnbition. 
His  loftiest  aspiration  finds  full  scope  in  the  profession  in  the  desire  to  be 
a  thorough  lawyer  and  a  good  judge.  He  has  never  held  office  that  is  not 
intimately  related  to  the  law,  either  in  its  construction  or  administration, 
and  far  the  larger  portion  of  his  time  has  been  occupied  exclusively  with 
private  practice.  He  served  a  term  as  city  recorder  of  Grand  Rapids  and 
a  term  355  mayor  of  the  city.  In  1 883  he  was  nominated  by  the  Hemo- 
cratic  party  and  elected  J  ustice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  entering  upon  his  judi- 
cial functions  January  i,  1884,  For  eight  years  he  was  one  of  the  hard- 
working, painstaking  and  clear-headed  judges  of  the  court.  He  never 
shirked  a  responsibility  or  slighted  a  judicial  duty.  The  cases  assigned  to 
him  for  examination  received  his  patient  investigation  of  the  points 
involved  in  the  appeal  and  the  authorities  cited  in  briefs  of  counsel  for 
appellant  and  appellee.  He  listened  to  oral  arguments  patiently  and 
courteously,  with  a  conscientious  purpose  to  know  all  that  might  be  learned 
of  any  case  as  the  basis  of  an  opinion  which  he  was  to  prepare.  He  was 
not  disposed  to  lighten  his  judicial  labors  by  reliance  upon  his  intuitions 
nor  did  he  seek  by  a  hasty  re\  icw  of  the  proccrdings  in  the  trial  court  to 
find  some  tt-cho'cal  error  on  which  tiie  case  niii::;ht  be  remanded  so  as  to 
spare  himself  the  more  laborious  duty  ot  decidmg  the  legal  questions 
upon  their  merits.  The  integrity  of  his  intellect  rendered  easy  the 
singleness  of  purpose  to  arrive  at  the  facts  and  the  law  which  actuated  him 
in  the  examination  of  every  case,  and  the  preparation  of  every  opinion. 
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His  sole  aim  wa<  to  find  the  exact  answer  to  the  question,  *'what  is  the  law 
of  the  case? "  and  having  ascertained  the  answer  to  give  it  terse  and  per- 
spicuous expression  in  his  written  opinion.  It  is  fortunate  for  the  State 
that  he  was  called  to  service  as  a  member  of  the  highest  court  in  the  full 
meridian  of  a  healthful,  active  life,  when  his  mental  vigor  was  sustained  by 
a  robust  physical  constitution.  At  the  end  of  his  term,  Judge  Champlin 
resumed  private  practice  with  the  added  prestige  which  always  attends 
honorable  and  praiseworthy  service  on  the  appellate  bench.  He  has  been 
just  as  devoted  to  the  interests  of  his  clients  since  his  retirement  as  he  was 
devoted  to  the  ends  of  justice  as  a  member  of  the  highest  court.  His 
practice  is  and  always  has  been  general,  embracing  every  variety  of  cases, 
and  especially  cases  involvinjr  Inrge  pecuniary  and  commercial  interests. 
He  has  discharged  many  important  trusts,  particularly  in  the  settlement  of 
estates.  It  has  been  his  custom  to  prepare  cases  thoroughly  before  going 
into  court,  and  then  he  is  ready  for  any  question  that  may  be  raised  during 
the  trial,  or  any  phase  the  battle  may  present.  He  readily  summons  all 
of  his  resouces  for  an  important  legal  contest  and  fights  with  the  zeal  of  a 
gladiator  until  the  victory  is  won  or  lost.  He  is  <}fenerous  in  victory  and 
magnanimous  in  defeat.  With  such  abilities  and  such  characteristic  qual- 
ities of  mind,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  his  standing  at  the  Bar  is 
high  and  that  he  is  esteemed  with  affectionate  regard  by  the  members  who 
have  the  honor  of  his  personal  acquaintance  and  intimate  association.  He 
was  one  of  the  lecturers  in  the  Law  Department  of  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan, holding  the  p'ace  until  October  i,  1896,  when  he  resigned  after  a 
service  of  five  years.  In  1887,  four  years  before  his  retirement  from  the 
Supreme  Bench,  the  board  of  regents  conferred  upon  him  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  a  distinction  well  merited  and  a  courtesy 
worthily  bestowed.  Judge  Champlin  in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow 
men  and  the  prrformnncr  of  his  daily  duties,  personal  and  professional, 
personifies  the  I  ustiiii,ni  inaxiins  to  "  Live  honestly.  Mnrt  nobody,  Render 
to  every  one  his  just  due. ' '  He  stands  for  morality,  purity  and  Christianity, 
and  is  a  member  of  St.  Marks's  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  married  in 
1856  to  Miss  Ellen  More,  of  Polo,  Illinois,  and  has  three  children.  He 
is  a  wise  counsellor,  a  keen  trial  lawyer,  a  strong  and  successful  advocate. 


ALLEN  CLARK  ADSIT,  Grand  Rapids.  Judge  Allen  C.  Adsit  was 
born  at  Rutland,  Jefferson  county.  New  York,  February  20,  1837.  His 
father,  Stt  plien  Adsit,  was  of  English  descent  and  a  native  of  New  York; 
his  molhcT,  I'olly  Smiley,  was  of  Srotrh-lrish  descent  and  a  native  of  New 
York,  His  early  education  was  received  at  the  district  school  near  his  father's 
farm,  at  Fairfield  Seminary  and  Jefferson  County  Institute  at  Watertown, 
New  York.  He  passed  through  an  academic  course  in  school  and  during 
the  winters  of  1857-8-9  was  employed  at  teaching  in  the  district  schoob. 
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Tlie  rem;tjnin;^  portion  of  the  year  was  spent  in  studying  lav.'  at  Watertown. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  a  general  term  of  the  Supreme  (  <(urt,  held 
at  Syracuse,  October  3,  1859,  settled  at  Adams,  in  his  native  state,  to 
engage  in  practice  in  i860.  The  eve  of  the  most  exciting  period  of  the 
century's  history  was  not  an  auspicious  time  for  a  young  man  to  establish 
himself  in  professional  h*fe.  Already  the  country  was  stirred  by  the  pre- 
monitory sign?  of  civil  war.  The  sectional  feeling  was  intense.  The  dis- 
ruption ot  the  Democratic  party  in  its  National  convention  at  Charleston, 
which  had  already  been  accomplished,  was  only  the  prelude  to  open  hostili- 
ties for  the  dismemberment  of  the  Union,  upon  the  election  of  a  President 
on  what  the  South  regarded  as  sectional  issues.  It  was  indeed  a  yc  it 
freighted  with  alarming  incidents  and  momentous  coTT^equenre?.  l';i  ier 
such  I  ir(  iiinsMiires  and  ronditinns  a  young  man  who  had  barely  attained 
his  rnajoriiy  might  reasonably  be  pardoned  for  failing  to  make  a  permanent 
impression  upon  jurisprudence  and  a  permanent  place  for  himself  in  the 
profession  within  a  few  months.  Mr.  Adsit  had  scarcely  time  to  nail  up 
his  shingle  and  form  the  acq  j  iintance  of  half  a  dozen  clients  before  the,  . 
overt  act  of  rebellion  thrilled  ihc  c  iiiiUry.  The  first  call  of  tht  President 
lor  volunteers  appealed  to  his  patriotism.  He  laid  aside  his  law  books  and 
shouldered  a  musket.  Personal  comfort,  professional  ambition,  and  self 
interest  could  not  be  weighed  against  the  duty  of  the  hour.  Without 
stopping  to  consider  the  hardship,  the  danger,  or  the  influence  upon  his 
own  future,  he  offcrc  d  his  humble  services  as  a  private  ~nldier  and  was 
mustered  into  the  military  forces  of  the  Ignited  States  as  a  member  of 
Company  G,  Forty-fourth  New  York  Infantry.  From  that  time  until  the 
civil  war  closed  the  duties  of  a  soldier  were  paramount  to  the  business  or 
the  professional  engagements  of  a  citizen.  He  served  honorably  and  faith- 
fully with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  participating  in  all  of  the  principal 
engagements  of  that  army,  as  well  as  the  minor  battles  and  'dcirmishes. 
He  was  at  the  Siege  of  Yorktown,  in  the  seven  days  fightin;^  hcfoK  Riidi- 
mond,  at  second  Bull  Run,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Clianccilorsvilie, 
Gettysburg,  and  all  of  the  intervening  minor  engagements.  By  successive 
promotions  on  merit  he  attained  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  and  was  mus- 
tered out  as  such  with  the  same  company  in  which  he  entered  the  service 
as  a  private.  The  five  years  of  war  had  served  to  cffnce  the  impression 
which  he  had  made  upon  the  law,  aiid  to  obscure  the  impres- 
sion which  the  law  had  made  upon  himself.  On  returning  home  it 
was  difficult  for  him  to  find  his  place  and  engage  in  practice.  The  broken 
threads  which  an  old  practitioner  would  have  gathered  up  were  wanting  in 
his  case.  He  had  no  time  to  spin  these  threads  or  v.-eavr  any  fabric  before 
cnterins^  the  service  of  hi';  country.  To  return  to  his  pr  ifi  ssion  was  to 
begin  de  noiw.  In  the  early  part  of  i8b6  he  removed  to  .Michigan,  and 
settled  at  Spring  Lake,  Ottawa  county,  where  he  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits.  Soon  afterwards  he  became  interested  in  politics.  For  six  years 
he  was  supervisor  of  the  township.    In  1871  he  was  president  of  the 


17© 


B£NCH  AND  BAR  OF  MICHIGAN. 


villagig.    In  1871  and  '72  he  represented  his  district  in  the  State  Lcgisla* 
ture.     In  i!ie  menn  time  he  had  renewed  his  iiitcn  st  in  the  law  and  re- 
sumed practice-.     In  i  S74  he  ua'^  elected  prosCL-ntini;  attorney  for  Ottawa 
county  and  two  years  later  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  the  office  of 
Probate  Judge.    During  all  this  period  he  was  growing  in  knowledge  of  the 
law  and  increasing  his  practice.    In  1877  he  removed  to  Grand  Rapids  for 
the  purpose  of  devoting  all  of  his  time  and  energies  to  the  profession.  He 
soon  established  himself  and  won  success  at  the  Bar.    In  1886  he  was  ap- 
pointed assistant  United  States  attorney  for  the  Western  District  of  Michi- 
gan and  in  1887  was  the  unsuccessful  candidate  of  his  party  for  Circuit 
Judge.    By  appointment  of  the  mayor  in  1890  he  served  a  term  as  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  public  works.    Later  In  the  same  year  he  was  elected 
for  the  residue  of  the  judicial  term  of  Marsden  C.  Burch,  Judge  of  the 
Seventeenth  Circuit.    This  election,  however,  was  contested  upon  l^al 
points,  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  forms  a  leadinj^  case,  which  is  reported 
in  84  Mich.  420.    This  caise  was  conducted  and  argued  in  the  Supreme 
Court  by  iiim  in  person.    His  contention  of  the  law  was. sustained  and  he 
assumed  the  duties  of  the  ofBce  February  5,  1891.  His  judicial  record  was 
approved  by  re-election  in  1893  for  the  full  term  of  six  years.  Judge 
Adsit's  individuality  is  marked.    His  life  has  been  full  of  experiences  as 
varied  as  any  man  could  wish.     The  trials  of  a  soldier  in  the  field,  the  life 
of  a  successful  merchant,  the  experience  of  a  law  maker,  the  administra- 
tion of  the  office  of  public  prosecutor  and  the  judicial  duties  of  a  court  of 
record  have  combined  to  make  a  strong  man.    His  mental  powers  are  per- 
mitted to  work  through  a  physical  oiganism  that  is  well  nigh  perfect  and 
his  life  is  guided  by  the  strictest  principles  of  morality.    In  the  judicial 
office  as  in  private  life,  he  is  always  the  courteous  j.^entlcman,  regardful  of 
the  rights  ot  others.     He  has  the  inluitions  of  a  lawyer;  is  quick  to  dis- 
cover the  marrow  of  a  subject  and  quick  to  rule  on  a  motion  or  decide  on 
the  admissibility  of  evidence.    When  a  decision  is  once  reached  it  is  not 
altered  except  upon  the  most  convincing  proof  that  it  was  erroneous.  Pride 
of  opinion  is  not  permitted  to  stand  in  the  way  of  a  change  when  his  judg- 
ment is  convinced  of  error.    His  mental  Hisciplinc  is  not  inferior  to  the 
physical  discipline  incident  to  niih'tary  training,  so  that  Iiis  judicial  opinion 
is  pronounced  with  precision  and  terseness.     He  is  nut  arbitraiy,  but  alto- 
gether reasonable  in  his  decisions,  and  their  correctness  is  attested  by  the 
approval  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  nearly  all  cases  appealed  to  that  tribunal 
from  his  circuit.    Two  of  the  most  celebrated  of  these  cases  are  Haines  vs. 
Ilayclen,  95  Mich.  33?,  and  in  re  Leonard,  05  Mieh.  295.     He  is  honest, 
patient,  sincere,  and  his  record  on  the  l?ench  coiniriends  hirn  to  the  Bar. 
He  is  an  active  member  of  Custer  Post  No,  5,  G.  A.  R.,  department  of 
Michigan;  a  member  of  Grand  River  Lodge  No.  54,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  De. 
Molai  Commandery  No.  5,  Knights  Templar,  and  of  Saladtn  Temple, 
Ancient  Arabic  Order,  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  enjoys  the  esteem, 
as  well  as  the  confidence  of  the  community.    In  religion  he  is  of  the  liberal 
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faith.  He  attends  and  aids  liberally  in  the  support  of  the  society  of  All 
Soul's  riniich.  Hp  wri';  married  in  1871,  at  Spring  Lake,  to  Mary  Hub- 
bf*l!,  '.vho  died  the  tullowni^^  yt-ar.  Februurs'  34,  i8S6.  ht-  was  married  to 
Sarah  Kilpatrick,  of  Grand  Rapids.  A  prominent  member  ol  the  Grand 
Rapids  Bar  contributes  the  following: 

"It  is  said  that  in  this  land  of  liberty,  where  the  greatest  latitude  is 

allowed  for  the  exercise  of  individual  endeavor,  every  one  is  the  architect 
of  his  own  future — and  with  great  truth  it  may  be  said  that  everyone  is  the 
architect  of  his  own  character.  Character  is  the  edifice  in  which  dwells  the 
moral  entity  called  self.  It  is  made  up  of  individual  traits  and  is  modeled 
and  fashioned  by  the  will  of  its  po<;?e«;cor.  As  whatever  of  prominence  as 
a  citizen,  as  a  soldier,  as  a  legislator,  as  a  jurist,  judge  Adsit  has  attained 
was  from  the  individual  exertion  and  application  of  his  own  efforts,  so  by 

his  intcj^'jity,  his  ability,  his  induslrv  he  has  established  a  character  in  tlie 
community  where  he  is  known  which  adds  lustre  to  his  renown  and  com- 
mands the  respect  of  everyone.  He  is  genial  in  his  disposition  and  social 
in  his  tastes.  His  greatest  pleasure  is  derived  from  his  home  surroundings. 
His  impartiality  on  the  Bench  has  merited  the  confidence  of  the  Bar  and 
the  respect  of  litigants.  Not  hasty  to  reach  conclusions,  he  gives  due  con- 
sideration to  all  arguments  advanced  and  arrives  at  results  by  the  aid  of 
strong  common  sense,  of  which  he  possessor  a  full  measure.  In  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  he  is  Arm,  but  not  arrogant;  decisive  without  being 
opinionated,  and  conscientious  in  the  dischat^e  of  every  duty.  His  re- 
nomination  and  re-election  at  the  close  of  his  first  term  voices  the  confidence 
of  the  people  in  his  integrity  and  judicial  ability.  Such  endorsement  is  the 
most  flattering  meed  of  praise  a  judge  can  be  the  recipient  of.  A  high,  a 
happy  and  ennobling  future  opens  up  before  him,  inviting  him  to  a  career 
of  usefulness  and  honor,  which  his  friends  sincerely  wish  he  may  long  live 
to  enjoy." 


WILLIAM  ALDEN  SMITH,  Grand  Rapids.  Hon.  VVilliam  Aiden 
Smith  was  bom  in  Dowagiac,  Cass  County,  Michigan,  May  12,  1859. 
scholastic  education  was  limited  to  his  attendance  at  the  village  school  of  that 
place  prior  to  the  age  of  twelve,  and  to  attendance  at  the  public  schools  of 
Grand  Raptds  for  a  few  years  after  the  removal  of  his  family  to  Grand 
Rapids.  The  financial  circumstances  of  his  father  and  hisown  independence 
of  character  prompted  him  to  rely  upon  himself  early.  His  ability,  hope- 
fulness and  enterprise  were  displayed  in  different  lines  of  trade.  He  was  a 
vender  of  newspapers  and  popcorn,  and  subsequently  became  a  me.ssenger  of 
the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company.  In  this  position  he  moved  with  a 
celerity  that  prophesied  success  later  in  life  in  any  field  which  might  com- 
mand his  serv'ices.  During  a  session  of  the  Legislature  he  performed  the 
duties  ci  pa^e  ni  the  house  of  representatives  by  appointment  of  Gov. 
John  1 .  Rich,  wlio  was  then  speaker.  In  all  of  his  varied  experiences  he 
was  moved  by  one  high  aspiration,  and  cherished  one  worthy  ambition 
above  all  others,  keeping  in  view  one  object  as  the  pole-star  of  his  youth. 
He  was  ambitious  to  become  a  lawyer.    His  purpose  to  gratify  this  ambi- 
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tion  was  formed  early,  and  to  that  end  he  worked  and  studied.  There  was 
no  vnciMation  or  waverinf:;.  When  hi«  resolution  caused  him  to  face  toward 
the  profession  of  iaw  he  began  and  continued  to  appropriate  and  employ  all 
the  means  to  get  there.  He  cultivated  strict  principles  and  fostered  a  high 
spirit.  His  enthusiasm  was  blended  with  unusual  self-control,  and  he 
worked  on  patiently,  hopefully,  until  his  preliminary  studies  were  com- 
pleted and  his  triumph  was  recorded  in  the  certificatf  admitting  him  to  the 
Bar  of  Kent  cininty  as  a  competent  attorney.  Me  began  the  practice  in 
1882  and  soon  became  established,  making  for  himsell  a  position  among 
members  of  a  Bar  loag  noted  for  ability.  If  he  may  be  said  to  have  a 
specialty  in  the  practice  it  is  railroad  law ;  as  he  is  the  general  attorney  of 
the  Chicago  and  West  Michigan,  the  Detroit,  Lansing  and  Northern  and 
the  Saginaw  Valley  and  St.  Lonis  milroads.  For  the  past  seven  years  his 
duties  in  connection  with  these  companies  have  occupied  much  of  his  time, 
and  yet  he  has  been  able  to  take  care  of  a  general  practice  in  connection 
with  his  associates,  M.  J.  Smiley  and  Frederick  W.  Stevens.  The  firm  is 
Smiley,  Smith  &  Stevens.  As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Smith  is  diligent  and  inde< 
fatigable,  and  his  loyalty  to  a  client  is  unquestioned.  He  is  shrewd  to 
discover  an  advantafje  and  quick  to  avail  himself  of  it.  !Te  is  a  close 
student  of  books  and  favored  with  a  retentive  memory,  which  serves  hira 
admirably  on  all  occasions.  He  enters  upon  a  case  thoroughly  prepared. 
Not  content  with  a  general  understanding  of  the  controversy  and  its  salient 
features,  he  seeks  to  familiarize  himself  with  every  interest  and  principle 
involved;  to  gain  all  possible  knowledge  of  the  points  of  hi^;  own  «ide  and 
that  of  his  adversary.  This  thoroughness  of  preparation  and  carefulness 
in  the  management  of  cases  have  enabled  him  to  build  up  a  profitable 
general  practice  in  the  courts,  which  is  constantly  growing.  Politically  he 
is  a  Republican,  active  and  earnest  in  support  of  the  party  principles  and 
policy.  For  six  years  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  State  Central 
Committee.  In  1894  he  was  the  nominee  of  his  party  as  candidate  for 
Congress  and  was  elected  by  a  majority  unprecedented  in  the  district, 
defeating  his  competitor.  Gen.  L.  G.  Rutherford,  by  a  plurality  of  9,^^67. 
Renominated  in  1896,  he  was  re-elected  by  a  majority  of  five  thousand. 
Both  contests  were  vigorous  and  active  in  which  great  public  interest  cen- 
tered. Mr.  Smith  visited  every  portion  of  the  district  during  the  eam- 
pnip^ns,  and  «poke  to  meetings  by  day  and  bv  nijrht.  ■  lie  po^;sesses  rate 
qualities  as  a  campaigner  and  succtissfui  politician,  being  gifted  with  great 
natural  eloquence  and  power  in  debate.  Not  the  least  of  his  accomplish- 
ments is  his  ability  to  remember  the  names  of  men  whom  he  meets.  This 
faculty,  or  gift,  in  him  is  remarkable,  and  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
inRtnimentahtte';  for  extendin'^";  and  per|)i '^aatiTig  his  {Treat  popularity.  His 
personal  acquaintance  is  probably  larger  than  that  of  any  other  man  in  the 
State,  and  his  ability  to  call  by  name  the  men  whom  he  has  met  but  a 
single  time  has  been  successfully  tested  upon  many  public  occasions. 
Besides,  his  information  on  political  topics  is  full  and  his  ability  to  present 
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the  issues  from  the  stump  has  been  satisfactorily  proved.  His  arguments 
command  attention,  no  less  than  his  personal  magnetism.  He  is  indeed  a 
very  entertaining  public  speaker,  having  frequently  been  invited  to  speak 
before  the  leading  political  organizations  of  Boston,  Chicago,  Cleveland 
and  other  points.  He  is  a  delightful  companion,  exhibiting  the  rare  pow- 
er* of  a  charming  conversation n!i?t.  He  accepted  the  honor  of  an  election 
to  Coiu;rps?  at  some  sacrifice  of  personal  interest;  but  the  success  attending 
his  first  term  was  very  unusual  and  complimentary.  He  was  appointed  by 
Speaker  Reed  a  member  of  the  committee  upon  foreign  affairs,  and  his 
championship  of  the  cause  of  the  Cuban  patriots  attracted  national  attention. 
The  country  may  safely  trust  in  a  legislative  office  the  young  man  who  has 
marie  hh  own  position  in  the  community  anc!  eslabiishrd  hhnsf^lf  in  a  mo<;t 
honorabl<;  pi'i ifc-^sion,  by  tlio  worth  of  his  character  and  liis  own  cnt. r^qe-,. 
Appreciating  the  difficulties  wliicli  must  be  encountered,  and  ihc  trials 
which  are  endured,  by  a  boy  who  becomes  self-dependent  through  his  own 
exertions,  Mr.  Smith  is  disposed  to  lend  assistance  to  all  worthy  jraung 
men  who  are  struggling  to  make  their  way  and  ask  his  advice  or  aid.  His 
own  varied  experience  has  qualified  him  to  be  a  coun'^ellor  of  youth.  The 
same  spirit  of  ciUerprise  which  actuated  him  m  early  boyhood  i«  now 
exhibited  in  the  advocacy  of  public  enterprises,  useful  to  the  city  or  State. 
He  is  resourceful,  earnest  and  energetic.  He  is  a  member  of  the  congre- 
gation of  the  Universaiist  Church.  He  was  married  October  21,  188$,  to 
Miss  Nana  Osterhout,  of  Grand  Rapids,  and  one  son  blesses  their  union. 
His  father,  mother,  two  sisters  and  a  brother  all  live  near  his  own  home  at 
Grand  Rajiid<:,  and  they  are  the  daily  nbjt'cts  of  hi'^  solicitude  and  attention. 
He  is  deeply  attached  to  his  parents  and  family,  and  they  take  their 
greatest  delight  in  contemplating  his  progress  and  advancement  in  life. 


JOHN  W.  STONE,  Marquette,  is  Jiidi;.-  of  the  Twent>-hfth  Judicial 
Circuit.  The  annals  of  the  country  show  many  instances  where  men  have 
succeeded  in  amassing  wealth,  who  possessed  no  strong  characteristics 
except  it  be  an  instinct  to  hold  fast  to  all  they  have.  In  the  world  of 
commerce  or  field  of  speculation,  it  is  possible  to  get  rich  by  accident,  but 
lasting  honors  and  permanent  success  never  come  to  the  professional  man 
by  accident.  Me  rit  alone  is  the  keystone  to  success  in  these  callings.  In 
politics  men  sometimes,  by  intrigue  and  stealth,  .succeed  in  getting  a 
certain  degree  of  notoriety,  but  it  is  an  evanescent  fame.  The  subject  of 
our  sketch  began  at  the  bottom.  There  was  nothing  sudden  or  meteoric 
about  his  rise;  it  came  by  the  slow  growth  of  public  appreciation  of  a 
strong  man.  He  was  born  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  July  18,  1838.  He 
received  an  academic  education  at  his  home  in  the  Western  Reserve  and 
in  1856  came  to  Micliigan.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  his  father  and 
other  members  of  the  family  came  to  Michigan  and  located  on  a  farm  in 
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Dorr  township,  Allesjan  county.  In  the  summer  John  helped  hi*  father  at 
clearing  the  farm  and  in  the  winter  taught  school.  This  continued  until 
1859,  when  he  commenced  reading  law  with  Silas  Stafford,  an  attorney  of 
high  standing  in  Allegan  county,  remaining  with  him  until  i860,  when  he 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  clerk  on  the  same  ticket  with  Abraham 
Lincoln.  He  gave  such  satisfaction  to  his  constituents  that  he  was  re- 
cltctcd  in  1862.  In  January  of  that  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
and  at  the  close  of  his  second  term  as  county  clerk,  in  1864,  was  elected 
prosecuting  attorney  of  Allegan  county,  being  twice  re-clccted  to  the 
position  and  serving  the  county  in  that  capacity  for  six  years.  When  he 
first  began  active  practice  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Judge  Dan.  J. 
Arnold.  During  these  years  of  public  practice  he  had  demonstrated  that 
he  could  be  relied  upon  both  for  ability  and  integrity  and  he  was  called  by 
the  people  to  a  higher  grade  of  official  service.  In  the  ^prinf^  of  1873  he 
was  elected  Judf^c  of  the  Twentieth  Judicial  Circuit,  composed  o£  the 
counties  of  Allegan  aiiti  Ottawa.  He  resigned  the  judgeship  the  next 
year  to  accept  a  place  in  the  firm  of  Norris  and  Blair,  Grand  Rapids, 
which  was  changed  to  Norris,  Blair  &  Stone.  During  the  life  of  this 
partnership  the  firm  was  said  to  be  one  of  the  strongest  in  western  Michi- 
gan, In  the  fall  of  1875  Mr.  N'orris  retired  from  the  firm  and  Wtllard 
Kinfjslev  became  a  member,  under  the  style  of  Blair,  Stone  &  Kingsley, 
in  ljJ76  he  was  elected  to  represent  the  Grand  Rapids  district,  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Allegan,  Kent,  Ottawa,  Ionia  and  Muskegon,  in  the 
Forty-fifth  Congress  and  re-elected  in  1878.  While  in  Congress  in  1878, 
having  retired  from  the  firm  of  Blair,  Stone  &  Kingsley  on  account  of  his 
absence  from  the  city,  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Edward  Taggart 
and  N.  A.  Earic  under  the  firm  name  of  Tagf^ari,  Stone  &  Earle  which 
partnerslup  continued  until  1882.  Two  years  after  coming  out  of  Con- 
gress he  was,  in  1882,  appointed  by  President  Arthur,  United  States 
Attorney  for  the  Western  District  of  Michigan.  He  discharged  the  duties 
of  this  office  for  four  years,  retaining  in  the  mean  time  his  business  in 
Grand  Rapids,  in  connection  with  W.  W.  Hyde,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Stone  &  Hyde.  Tn  the  performance  of  his  dutie>5  a«  district  attorney  he 
wa^  called  frequently  to  the  Upper  Peninsula  at  Michigan,  which  formed 
a  part  of  bLs  district,  and  during  these  business  visits  he  became 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  vast  resources  of  that  section  of  the  State. 
So  impressed  was  he  with  its  possibilities,  and  the  promise  of  development 
in  the  future,  that  he  determined  to  locate  and  establish  his  home  in  the 
Upper  Peninsula.  In  May,  1887,  he  removed  to  Ho-.ighton  and  entered 
into  partnership  with  A.  R.  Gray,  under  the  firm  nanu-  of  Stone  &  Gray. 
The  junior  member  had  a  fine  local  reputation  aud  as  Jutige  Stone's 
reputation  as  a  lawyer  was  state-wide,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  new 
firm  immediately  came  into  prominence  and  a  large  practice.  In  the 
spring  of  1889,  Judge  Grant,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Judicial  Circuit,  was 
dected  to  the  Bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  left  a  vacancy  on  the 
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Circuit  Bench  of  that  circuit.  The  property  interests  of  the  circuit  are 
immense  and  as  many  of  the  property  owners  are  non-residents  scattered 
over  the  entire  country,  many  intricate  questions  come  before  the  court 
for  adjudication,  and  a  successor  was  wanted  who  could  entirely  meet  the 
requirements.  In  casting  about  over  the  Upper  Peninsula,  Judge  Stone 
seemed  to  measure  up  to  the  desired  standard.  He  was  a  resident  of 
another  circuit,  but  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  Bar,  and  men  ("ngagcd 
in  commerce  and  manufacturing,  in  the  different  counties  of  the  circuit 
he  consented  to  be  a  candidate,  and  in  1890  was  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  He  removed  to  Marquette  in  1891.  His  course  on  the  Bench 
completely  satisfied  the  p  >]Mjlar  expectation  and  justified  the  extraordinary 
action  requisite  to  hi-^  i  liLMbilit\-.  When  the  Repijblican  and  Democratic 
conventions,  roiii})i)sc:(i  ot  delegates  from  the  vrvt  r.il  cv.inties,  assembled 
HI  Kscanaba,  in  liie  spring  of  1893,  Judge  Stone  was  re-nominated  by 
acclamation  and  re-elected  unanimously.  He  was  married  in  186 1  to 
Delia  M.,  daughter  of  A.  P.  Grover,  Sheriff  of  Allegan  county.  They 
have  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daughters.  One  son  is  eng^d  In 
the  practice  of  law  at  Grand  Rapids,  in  partnership  with  ex-Judpe  John 
W.  ChampLin,  under  the  firm  name  of  Champlin  &  Stone.  In  politics 
Judge  Stone  is  a  Republican  and  has  dlvrvys  proved  himself  a  strong 
defender  of  the  principles  of  his  party,  though  he  is  too  broad-minded  to 
allow  partisan  prejudice  to  influence  his  judgment  in  any  degree.  In 
every  oflRcial  station  to  which  he  has  been  called  by  the  popular  suffrage, 
he  has  filled  in  the  fulle<?t  measure  the  confidence  reposed  in  him.  As  a 
county  officer  he  was  active  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties;  as 
a  Congressman  he  was  alert,  discreet  and  capable,  a  judicious  representa- 
tive of  the  people,  an  honor  to  his  State;  as  a  judge  he  is  quick  in  discern- 
ment of  controverted  questions,  clear  in  the  expression  of  opinion, 
impartial  in  judgment:;  so  that  his  deci^ionc  are  rarely  reversed  or  over- 
ruled. In  [triva'.L-  lnisinc>s  affaJr;^  lie  lias  gained  the  c*  inndciicc  of  nil. 
His  honor  and  integrity  are  unquestioned.  Though  the  Judge  has  a 
strong  predilection  for  business,  he  is  no  mean  amateur  sportsman.  He 
handles  his  rod  and  gun  with  almost  as  much  familiarity  as  he  does  the 
revised  statutes  of  Michigan.  His  fondness  for  fishing  may  have  influenced 
his  location  at  the  anglers'  paradise. 


DAN  H.  BALL,  Marquette.  Mr.  Ball,  one  of  the  most  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  Bar  in  the  Northern  Peninsula,  escaped  nativity  in  Michit^an 
by  the  narrow  margin  of  four  nionths.  He  was  bom  at  .Srmpronius, 
Cayuga  county.  New  York,  January  15,  1836,  and  was  biouglit  to  Miclii- 
gan  by  his  parents  four  months  later.  His  father,  James  Ball,  was  of 
English  descent,  a  native  of  Vermont  and  a  farmer  by  occupation,  who 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Webster  towmship,  Washtenaw  county,  where  he  died 
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in  1852.  His  mother  was  T.vicy  Chandler,  a  native  of  New  York.  The 
family  was  in  very  niodcratc  irinancial  circumstances,  and  all  of  its  members 
contributed  to  the  general  support  by  their  work.  Dan  H.  was  disciplined 
in  boyhood  by  the  hard  work  incident  to  farming  in  a  new  country  and  by 
attendance  at  the  country  schools  during  the  winter  of  each  year.  The 
time  thus  passed  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen,  the  year  of  his  father's 
death.  He  then  attended  the  Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Albion  for  one  year, 
by  which  he  was  quaiitied  to  teach  m  the  district  schools.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  began  teaching,  and  for  the  next  two  shears  he  had  charge  of 
district  schools  in  the  winter  and  engaged  in  fanning  the  remainder  of  the 
year.  While  his  poverty  was  not  oppressive,  his  resources  were  limited  to 
the  earning??  of  his  own  hands  and  brain.  He  attended  the  I'liivcrsity  of 
Michigan  and  pro!>ecuted  studies  in  tin-  l.it<;rary  Department  for  a  single 
year.  He  would  have  been  delighted  to  pursue  tlie  course  to  the  end  and 
receive  a  degree,  but  was  admonished  by  the  limitations  of  his  exchequer 
to  engage  in  remunerative  pursuits  without  further  delay.  In  1858  he  went 
to  Iowa  for  the  summer,  but  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  came  back  as 
far  a^  Illinois  and  engaged  him=.clf  as  a  teacher  iri  Kankakee  county.  After 
remaining  there  less  than  two  ycar^,,  he  entered  the  Law  Sclieml  of  the  Uni- 
versity ol  Michigan  and  pursued  tiie  studies  of  the  course  for  one  year. 
He  had  previously  taken  up  the  study  of  law  and  made  considerable 
progress  while  teaching:  so  that  he  was  well  qualified  for  admission  to  the 
Bar  in  1861,  when  his  admission  took  place  after  due  examination.  About 
that  time  circtsm'Jtaices  called  him  to  Marquette  to  look  after  the  estate  of  a 
brother  wiio  tiied  in  the  spring  of  that  year  while  engaged  in  business  there. 
Having  completed  the  matter  which  called  him  to  Marquette,  and  disposed 
of  the  business  of  his  deceased  brother,  he  decided  to  remain  and  engage 
in  business  on  his  own  account.  An  opening  was  presented  in  journahsm, 
which  he  accepted  by  purchasing  the  Lake  Superior  News  fnowthe  Mining 
foxirnal).  This  v.'a?  consolidated  with  the  Lake  Superior  Journal,  and  in 
partnership  with  Alexander  Campbell,  he  conducted  the  paper  for  two 
years.  From  1862  to  '6$  he  held  the  office  of  register  of  the  United  States 
land  office  at  Marquette.  Four  years  had  now  elapsed  since  his  admission 
to  the  Bar,  and  the  time  had  been  entirely  employed  with  private  business 
and  official  duties,  so  that  hr  was  only  nominally  a  lawyer.  Tn  the  mean- 
time, however,  he  had  formed  the  mnsi  imi>eirtant  partnership  of  his  hfe  by 
marriage  to  Miss  Emma  E.  Everett,  of  Marquette.  He  opened  his  law 
office  for  general  practice,  and  remained  in  Marquette  until  September, 
1866,  when  he  removed  to  Houghton  and  formed  a  partnership  with  James 
B.  Ross,  a  prominent  lawyer  with  an  established  business  and  practice  larfre 
enough  to  divide.  This  partnership  was  maintained  two  year^,  when  Mr. 
Ball  became  associated  with  J.  H.  Chandler.  In  September,  1870,  he 
returned  to  Marquette  for  a  re»dence  and  formed  a  partnership  there  with 
M.  H.  Maynard,  under  the  style  of  Maynard  &  Ball,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  continued  his  relations  with  Mr.  Chandler  at  Houghton.  After 
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d!S';oU!tion  of  his  partncishi[>  with  Mayiuird,  in  1873,  it  becinK  necessary 
tii  give  his  undivided  attention  to  the  large  and  growing  practice  at  Mar- 
quette, and  the  relations  with  Mr.  Chandler  were  discontinued.  In  1874 
he  united  with  C.  P.  Black,  and  soon  afterwards  Ernest  Dale  Owen  was 
admitted  to  the  firm,  whose  name  and  style  became  Ball,  Blacl<  &  Owen. 
This  partnership  was  dissolved  in  1881,  and  two  years  later  Mr.  Ball  became 
associated  with  T.  D.  Hanscom  in  a  partnership  which  was  maintained  for 
ten  years.  By  ihat  time  his  son,  James  E.  Bali,  had  completed  his  literary 
education  in  the  University  of  Michigan  and  also  graduated  from  the 
Department  of  Law  and  been  admitted  to  the  Bar.  It  was  therefore 
entirely  fitting  that  he  should  be  admitted  to  a  partnership  with  hl^  father. 
The  firm  of  Ball  &  Ball,  as  then  constituted,  has  continued  in  pr.u  tire  and 
acquired  a  large  business.  Their  clientage  extends  all  over  the  iSorthern 
Peninsula  of  Michigan,  and  their  cases  take  them  in  all  the  courts.  In  the 
number  and  variety  of  cases  and  the  value  of  the  business,  no  other  law 
firm  surpasses  it.  They  have  numerous  cases  in  the  State  Supreme  Court 
and  several  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Scales.  The  district  and 
cirrtiit  court?  of  the  United  States  in  Michigan  also  bear  evidence  of  their 
attendance  as  counsel.  The  official  reports  of  the  appellate  courts  of 
Michigan  for  the  last  twenty-five  years  contain  abundant  testimony  of  Mr. 
D.  H.  Ball's  connection  with  important  cases.  Ever  since  he  entered  upon 
the  practice  in  Marquette  the  law  has  been  first  in  his  affection.  He  has 
not  held  political  office  at  any  time,  though  he  manifests  becoming  interest 
in  political  affairs  and  is  a  Republican.  In  early  life  he  was  for  a  term 
prosecuting  attorney,  and  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  education 
and  a  city  alderman.  He  was  nominated  for  the  State  Senate  in  1870,  but 
the  majority  was  a^inst  him.  In  189s  he  was  the  unanimous  choice  of 
the  convention  for  Circuit  Judge,  but  declined  the  nomination.  II  -  was 
also  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  Republicans  of  the  Upper  Petiinsul.i  as 
caiididate  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  spring  of  1895,  but  the 
nomination  was  given  to  the  Lower  Peninsula.  He  is  very  lai^ly  a  com- 
mercial and  corporation  lawyer;  is  the  attorney  for  the  Michigan  Land  and 
Iron  Company,  Limited,  and  Keenewaw  Association,  Limited.  He  is  an 
Episcopalian,  and  has  for  man}'  years  been  a  vestryman  and  warden  of  the 
church.  The  domestic  partnership  entered  into  in  l86j  resulted  in  the 
rearing  01  a  most  estimable  family  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters.  The 
eldest  son,  hereinbefore  mentioned,  is  his  partner;  Emily  M.  is  the  wife  of 
Clarence  M.  Smith,  a  lawyer,  of  New  York;  Mabel  E  is  the  w  ife  of  Wal- 
ter B.  Hill,  a  lawyer,  of  East  Liverpool,  Ohio;  George  E.  is  a  student  in 
the  Law  School  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  Helen  Grace  is  a  senior 
in  Welicsicy  College.  Mr.  Ball  has  been  the  instrumentality  of  contributing 
more  to  the  membership  of  the  profession,  by  his  own  eminent  success  at 
the  Bar,  by  the  education  of  his  sons  in  the  law  and  the  marriage  of  his 
daughters  to  lawyers  than  any  other  member  of  the  profession  in  the  State 
of  Michigan.    Mr.  Ball  is  naturally  and  under  all  circumstances  a  gentle- 
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man.  He  has  ri^^rn  to  iinimincncc  by  mean?  of  fits  own  abilily  .uid  appli- 
cation. His  education  was  rather  desultory  and  tragmentary;  but  it  was 
obtained  by  his  own  exertions  and  made  practical  by  teaching.  He  had 
the  faculty  of  acquiring,  remembering  and  appljnng  information;  so  that 
whatever  he  undertook  to  learn  was  understood  thoroughly  before  the 
investigation  was  abandoned.  Mr.  Rail  wisely  settled  in  the  Northern 
Peninsula  when  its  resources  were  largely  a  matter  of  faith.  He  has  wi';ely 
remained  to  reap  the  harvest  scarcely  dreamed  of  forty  years  ago.  The 
circumstances  surrounding  him  and  the  conditions  encountered  have  been 
contributory  to  his  growth  as  a  lawyer.  The  wonderful  development  under 
his  own  observation  and  in  some  degree  through  his  influence  has  largely 
increased  his  capacity  as  a  man  of  business,  and  his  breadth  and  depth  as 
a  lawyer. 


JOHN  PATTON,  Jr.,  Grand  R^ipids.  Hon.  John  Fatten.  Jr.,  was  born 
at  Curwinsville,  Pennsylvania,  October  30.  iS;o.  Ilecnnir';  of  exceUent 
stock,  justly  famed  for  steiling  qualities  and  distinguished  patriutisin. 
From  the  Col.  John  Patton  of  the  revolutionary  period  down  to  Gen.  John 
Patton  of  the  present  time  (father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch)  they  have 
been  men  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  prominence,  the  last  named 
having  twice  been  a  member  of  Congress  and  one  of  the  most  influential  and 
respected  citizens  of  Clearfield  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  still  resides. 
John  Patton,  Jr.,  prepared  for  college  at  Phillips  Academy,  Andover, 
Massachusetts  and  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1875  at  Yale.  After 
completing  the  regular  course  at  the  Columbia  Law  School  he  took  a  short 
trip  to  Europe  and  then  wont  t<>  Grand  Rapid.s  and  spent  a  year  in  the 
law  office  of  Hnj^hes,  O'Brien  &  Smiley,  who  liad  an  extensive  practice  in 
Western  Michigan,  in  1^79  he  opened  an  office  in  Grand  liapids  on  his 
own  account  and  has  since  continued  to  practice  his  profession.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  and  is  first  vice  president  of  the  Peoples  Savings  Bank 
of  Grand  Rapids,  a  popular  and  prosperous;  institution.  He  has  a  rare  fac- 
ulty for  making  and  maintaining  strong  fricndshijis.  He  reineiiibers  and 
cherishes  the  friends  of  his  boyhood  and  colh  days  and  by  his  warm- 
hearted interest  and  genial  manner  ixas  made  numberless  new  ones  in  his 
western  home.  A  rich  fund  of  humor,  good  natured  raillery  and  repartee 
and  ready  command  of  language,  a  great  store  of  historical  information 
and  pleasing  voice,  presence  and  delivery,  have  combined  to  make  him  a 
superb  .ifter  dinner  speaker.  Without  personal  vanity  or  undue  ambition 
his  most  absorbing  interest  has  been  in  the  broad  fields  of  politics  which  is 
properly  called  statesmanship.  He  has  been  a  thorough  student  of  the 
history  of  his  country  and  of  those  public  men  who  have  shaped  its  course 
and  moulded  its  institutions.  He  has  carefully  studied  the  most  impor- 
tant congressional  debates  and  is  unstinted  in  his  admiration  for  the  able 
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and  patriotic  founders  and  preservers  ol  our  government,  i  00  young  to 
take  part  in  the  civil  war  he  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  all  of  its  phases 
from  beginning  to  end,  both  on  the  battle  field  and  in  the  halls  of  Con- 
gress.   He  is  by  inheritence  a  Republican.    Profound  study  and  reflection 

have  confirmed  him  in  the  Republican  faith.  In  1884  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Republican  State  Central  Committee  of  Michigan  and  served  for  two 
years  with  marked  executive  ability  as  president  of  the  Michigan  League 
of  Republican  Clubs.  He  has  many  acquaintances  among  the  public  men 
of  the  present  time  and  especially  the  leaders  of  his  own  party  who  recog- 
nize in  him  a  young  man  of  sound  judgment  and  rare  political  foresight. 
His  ability  as  a  campaij^n  oroani/cr  and  speaker  has  made  him  prominent 
although  he  has  constantly  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for  oflfice.  On  May 
5,  1S94,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  U.  S.  Senators  from  the  state  of 
Michigan  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Senator  Stockbridge, 
and  held  the  position  until  the  meeting  of  the  Michigan  Legislature  in  Janu- 
ary of  the  following  year,  when  his  successor  was  elected.  His  appointment 
wa??  generaltv  recognized  as  highly  credit?>hle  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
Governor  who  made  it  and  as  a  just  recognition  not  only  of  Mr.  Fatton's 
services  to  the  party  but  of  his  extraordinary  fitness  for  performing  the 
duties  of  the  position  with  credit  to  himself  and  the  state  he  represented. 
The  limits  of  this  article  forbid  a  detailed  description  of  his  senatorial 
career.  With  becoming  modesty  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  delibera- 
tions and  discussions  of  that  body  and  impressed  his  colleagues  as  well  as 
his  constituents  with  the  soundness  of  liis  judgment,  the  correctness  of  his 
information,  his  high  standard  of  public  and  private  honor,  his  thorongh 
knowledge  of  the  manufacturing  and  commercial  interests  of  the  country 
and  liis  ability  to  make  an  eloquent,  logical  and  effective  presentation  of 
hi  -  vii:v,"?.  He  i=;  in  the  prime  of  life,  is  blef;<;ed  v,'ith  robust  health  and  an 
utihl(.'iiiishv.-<i  rcpuiiitii m,  tare  social  qualities  threat  prrsonal  pi );_)Lilarity 
and  a  magnificent  equipmant  for  public  life,  and  it  is  the  iiope  and  expec- 
tation of  his  friends  that  a  career  of  public  usefulness  is  still  before  him. 


HORACE  IL  I'OPE,  Allegan.  Mr.  Tope  was  born  at  Hamilton,  Madi- 
son county,  New  York,  January  15th,  1838.  His  father,  Jedediah  Pope 
was  a  native  of  the  same  town.  His  mother,  Sophia  Gardiner,  was  a 
native  of  Vermont,  of  New  England  parentage.  His  lineage  is  traced 
directly  to  the  Pilgrim  Fathers.  His  first  American  ancestor  of  the  name 
was  Thomas  Pope,  of  Flynumth,  Massachusetts,  whose  name  appears  in 
the  historical  records  of  Fiymouih  colony  as  early  as  1632.  Members  of 
the  family  were  distinguished  for  courage,  patriotism  and  integrity  of  char- 
acter from  that  early  period  through  the  generations  down  to  the  present 
time.  They  took  up  arms  in  the  Revolutionary  stru^le  for  independence, 
and  have  been  conspicuous  for  military  service  in  all  of  the  wars  for  the 
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defense  or  preservation  of  the  nation  since  it  was  formed.    Homce  H. 
Pope's  great-grand- father,  Grcsham  Pope,  born  August  22,  1743,  served  as 
captain  in  the  American  army,  under  Arnold  and  Gates,  during  the  Revo- 
lution.   After  the  war  he  resided  at  Burlington,  New  York,  until  his 
death.    His  son,  Arnold  Pope,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  bom  March 
5.  1777.  and  served  in  the  wnr  of  18 12  as  sei^eani  major.    TTis  re«?!dence 
duiinir  life  was  Hamilton,  M adison  countv,  Now  York.    Horace  H.  came 
to  Allegan  county,  Michigan,  at  the  age  ot  sixteen  with  his  parents,  who 
settled  in  the  wilderness,  cleared  and  cultivated  a  farm,  which  is  now  the 
County  Farm.    He  worked  in  the  clearing  and  in  the  fields,  planting  and 
reaping  and  doing  whatever  was  necessary  in  the  life  of  a  farmer.  His 
primary  cdiirrttion  had  Ik  en  received  in  the  state  of  New  York  where  he 
had  studied  more  advanced  branches  in  the  select  school  at  Earlville  in  the 
same  state.    He  was  a  student  of  Pine  Grove  Seminary  at  Allegan  when 
it  first  opened.    By  application  and  industry  he  secured  a  liberal  academic 
education  before  entering  upon  his  professional  study,  and  the  preliminary 
education  was  rendered  more  practical  by  teaching,  in  which  he  rnf^njied 
three  years,  from  1856  to  1859.    In  i860  he  entered  the  Lav/  School  of 
the  University  of  Michigan  and  the  following  year  entered  the  oftice  of 
Gilbert  Moyers,  at  Allegan.   Soon  afterwards  both  his  preceptor  and  himself 
decided  to  enlist  in  the  volunteer  army  and  together  they  recruited  a  com- 
pany, which  was  mustered  as  Company  A,  Third  Michigan  Cavalry.  In 
August,  l86r,  the  regiment  rendezvoused  at  Grand  Rapids  and  soon  after- 
wards went  to  the  front  v.  ith  Mr.  Pope  as  second  Heutenant.     For  meritor- 
ious service  on  the  tield  oi  battle  at  I'itisburg  Landing  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  and  placed  in  command  of  Company  I,  of  the 
same  raiment.    During  the  second  battle  of  Corinth,  October  3  and  4, 
1862,  while  serving  on  the  staff  of  General  Rosecrans,  his  horse  was  shot 
under  him  and  he  was  taken  prisoner.     On  his  bein<^  returned  to  his  regi- 
ment he  was  promoted  to  the  captaincy  of  Company  1  fojr  gallant  conduct 
on  this  battle  field.    The  impairment  of  his  health  in  rebel  prisons,  where 
he  was  confined  for  some  time  after  being  taken  prisoner,  unfitted  him  for 
field  service;  so  that  much  of  the  time  after  his  exchange  until  the  close 
of  the  war  he  was  on  duty  as  judge  advocate  of  court  martial  and  military 
commission.    In  this  capacity  he  prosecnted  military  and  civil  offenders 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States.    As  Judge  Advocate  he  really  began  the 
practice  of  law  and  the  experience  was  not  without  its  value  later  on  in 
the  conduct  of  criminal  as  well  as  civil  cases.    For  a  short  time  after 
returning  from  the  army  he  was  employed  in  managing  a  farm  which  he 
had  purchased  during  the  war,  but  it  was  only  for  a  part  of  one  year.  In 
the  autumn  of  1865  he  re-entered  the  Law  School  of  the  University  of 
Michigan  and  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1866.    About  the  same  time 
he  was  admitted  to  tlie  liar  at  Ann  Arbor  and  immediately  thereafter  set- 
tled in  Allegan,  where  he  has  remained  continuously.    The  character  of 
his  law  practice  has  been  general,  extending  into  all  the  courts  of  record. 
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State  and  Fulcra!.  Among  the  important  canes  in  which  he  was  success- 
ful in  tliL-  hit;hei  courts  are  the  following:  Vosburgh  vs.  Lay,  45  Mich., 
455  ;  Isaac  J.  Bear  Et  al.  vs.  Aaron  Heasley  Et  al,  98  Mich.,  279.  Dur- 
ing more  than  half  the  period  of  his  professional  practice  Mr.  Pope  has 
been  associated  In  partnership  with  other  lawyers.  He  was  with  James 
Stuck  four  years  and  with  Judge  H.  Hart  twelve  years,  until  the  latter 
was  elected  to  the  Circuit  Bench.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  alone. 
Although  the  law  has  been  his  chief  vocation  and  h<.  has  constantly  taken 
care  of  a  lai^e  practice,  he  has  found  time  to  engage  in  business  enter- 
prises of  various  kinds  and  been  successful  in  all  of  them.  The  financial 
instinct  is  keen  in  him  and  he  has  been  guided  by  it  to  investments  that 
have  proved  profitable.  He  is  univi  rsally  recjarded  as  one  of  the  ■^ouruh  st 
financiers  and  most  suf)stHntial  men  it:  Alles;Mn  county.  He  isat  this  time 
a  stockholder  and  director  of  the  VVaverly  Stone  Company  and  the  Chi- 
c^  and  Holland  Transportation  Company.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in 
numerous  other  private  corporations.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
Wequetonsing,  the  famous  summer  resort  association,  and  was  its  secretary 
and  treasurer  for  twelve  years.  This  place  was  the  summer  home  of  his 
family  for  filtecn  years.  He  is  the  owner  ot  three  farms  and  nccesi»arily 
pays  some  attention  to  agriculture.  He  is  enterprising  as  a  promoter  or 
supporter  of  all  legitimate  efforts  put  forth  to  improve  the  local  conditions, 
physical,  moral  and  intellectual.  He  has  never  held  political  office  except 
that  of  president  of  the  Village  of  Allegan,  which  he  accepted  in  the 
spring  of  iHn6  at  the  er-irnest  solicitation  of  a  maj  .irity  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens. He  has  always  preferred  the  practice  of  law  and  private  life  to  the 
hurly-burly  of  politics  and  contests  for  public  office.  He  has  political 
convictions,  which  are  best  represented  in  the  principles  and  policies  of  the 
Republican  party.  For  six  years  he  was  a  director  of  the  public  schools 
of  Allegan  and  last  fall  was  re-elected  and  is  now  the  moderator  of 
the  board  of  ethrration.  He  is  a  progressive  man  in  action  and  aspira- 
tion— always  found  among  the  leaders  in  matters  appertaining  to  educa- 
tion or  social  advancement.  No  other  evidence  of  his  foresight  and 
sagacity  is  required  than  that  of  his  personal  success.  He  has  been  the 
architect  and  builder  of  his  own  fortune — acting  upon  his  own  motion 
without  assistance  from  others.  He  has  been  equally  successful  in  his  pro- 
fession and  in  business.  His  character  and  deportment  command  the 
respect  of  the  community.  Mr.  Pope  was  married  first  October  15,  1862, 
to  Miss  Harriet  Crosby,  of  Richland,  Kalamazoo  county.  She  was  a 
lady  of  more  than  average  intelligence  and  culture,  taking  a  lively  interest 
in  higher  education  and  temperance.  She  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars  and  attended  lliree  inlernatie)nal 
conventions  of  the  order  as  one  of  the  two  delegates  representing  the  Slate 
of  Michigan.  Two  children  were  born  of  this  marriage,  namely,  Florence 
H.,  who  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Michigan  with  the  class  of 
•93,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Irving  M.  Wolverton,  chief  engineer  of  the 
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Columbus  Bridge  Company  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  and  Carlotta  E.,  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Michif^'an,  class  of  '05.  His  first  wife  died 
July  25th,  1889.  He  was  subsequently  married  to  Miss  Lola  LaForce, 
daughter  of  Joseph  R.  LaForce,  his  present  wife. 


LOUIS  S.  LOVF.I.L,  deceased.  Jud.^c  Tools  S.  T  ovcll  was  born  in 
Grafton,  Windiiam  county,  Vermont,  November  15,  1816,  and  died  in 
Ionia,  Michigan,  March  30,  1894.  The  years  of  his  h*fe  were  crowded 
with  labor  and  crowned  with  honor.  His  origin  was  humble  but  respect- 
able. His  father,  Don  Lovell,  began  life  as  a  carder  and  cloth  dresser, 
but  was  able  by  industry  and  fnigality  to  ndvance  himself  to  the  dignity 
of  a  manufacturer.  His  muther  was  Mary  Shafter,  a  woman  whose 
Strength  of  character  was  equaled  by  its  refinement.  Both  parents  were 
natives  of  Vermont  and  his  father  spent  his  entire  life  there.  In  1817  the 
family  removed  to  Springfield,  in  that  State,  where  the  father  died  in 
1839.  The  eldest  son,  George  G.,  bad  come  west  ten  years  prior  to  that 
time  and  located  in  Kalamaroo,  Michicf-in.  The  subject  of  this  memoir 
was  one  of  a  family  of  six  children,  in  early  fu  yliood  he  attended  the 
district  school  and  assisted  his  father  in  the  factory.  1  le  was  fitted  for 
college  in  the  academies  at  Chester  and  Bellows  Falls.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  he  was  graduated  from  Middlebury  College,  Vermont,  and  immedi- 
ately afterwards  went  «:niith,  where  he  enf;aged  in  teaching  for  two  years. 
Tlu:  n.itural  bent  of  his  mind  was  towa-d  the  law  and  hp  entered  upon  a 
course  of  reading  upon  his  return  from  the  south,  tirsl  in  the  oflRce  of 
Judge  Qosson,  of  Springfield,  and  afterwards  with  Judge  Wheeler,  of  New 
York.  He  was  about  ready  to  begin  the  practice  when  his  father  died, 
and  the  tluty  of  settling  the  estate  devolved  upon  him.  In  1841  his 
mother,  with  the  remaining:  children,  came  west  and  located  in  Ionia, 
Michigan,  and  during  the  sainc  year  he  also  settled  there.  He  was  admit- 
ted to  the  Bar  and  ready  for  practice.  He  had  no  fortune  but  his  character 
and  education.  Clients  were  few  and  poor.  His  early  experiences  in  the 
practice  were  scarcely  more  than  a  struggle  for  bread.  The  first  fee  which 
he  earned  was  paid  by  his  client  in  a  hive  of  bees,  and  the  product  jf  this 
industrious  colony  doubtless  sweelonrd  his  later  toil.  His  experience  for 
the  first  few  years,  bad  and  disrouraj^^ing  as  it  was,  has  been  repeated  many 
times  in  the  experiences  of  capable  men  who  seek  to  establish  themselves 
and  gain  a  livelihood  from  a  profession  on  the  frontier.  The  strong  con- 
stitution which  he  inherited,  the  correct  habits  which  he  had  formed,  the 
principles  by  which  his  life  was  ordered,  his  aspirations  and  perseverence, — 
enabled  hirn  to  hold  on  and  move  steadily  forward.^  His  equipment  was 
ample  and  thorough.  He  attended  to  such  business  as  canie  to  him  w  ith 
promptness  and  fidelity.  In  the  fullness  of  time  other  clients  came  with 
more  money,  until  he  was  blessed  with  the  largest  measure  of  success. 
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which  always  comes  to  the  man  who  *'  learns  to  labor  and  to  wait."  He 

was  faithful  I'n  sowins^  and  ready  to  gather  in  the  harvest  when  it  matured. 
In  XS49  appointed  register  oi  the  U.  S.  Land  Oltice  at  Ionia,  by 

President  Taylor.    In  1856-7  he  served  as  probate  judge.    In  1S57  he 
was  elected  Judge  of  the  Eighth  Judicial  Circuit;  was  re-elected  in  1863, 
1869  and  1875.    His  judicial  service,  extending  over  a  period  of  twenty- 
four  years,  was  alike  able  and  hnn  orahli:.    It  was  characterized  by  wisdom, 
prudence  and  sound  judgment;  by  painstaking  research  to  ascertain  the 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  law  and  a  conscientious  endeavor  to  render 
equal  and  exact  justice  to  all  who  sought  to  have  their  rights  determined 
in  a  controversy  brought  before  him.    The  undoubted  rectitude  of  his 
purpose,  the  dignity  of  his  character,  and  the  impartiality  of  his  mind,  as 
exhibited  in  his  decisions,  challenged  the  respect  of  the  Bar  and  won  the 
admiration  of  the  public.    Having  assumed  the  obligations,  he  proceeded 
to  master  the  details  of  his  judicial  duty  and  the  principles  involved  in 
every  contention.    He  entertained  exalted  views  of  the  judicial  functions 
and  no  jurist  of  the  State  ever  preserved  the  ermine  more  spotless.  On 
retiring  from  the  bench  in  1881  he  was  elected  vice  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  fonia.     From  that  time  until  hi«  death  his  banking  and 
lumber  interests  and  the  business  of  loaning  money  practically  absorbed  his 
time.    He  gave  no  attention  to  the  practice  of  law,  aside  from  the  care  of 
his  own  private  business.    He  was  always  alert  to  the  demands  of  good 
citizenship  and  earnestly  devoted  to  the  promotion  of  municipal  interests, 
the  welfare-  of  tfic  commonwealth  and  the  honor  of  the  Nation.  Politically 
he  was  a  Wliig  .JiJ  a  Republican.     It  was  his  pleasure  to  vote  for  the  two 
Harrisons  who  were  elected  President  of  the  United  States — General 
William  Henry,  in  1840,  and  his  grandson,  Benjamin,  forty-eight  years 
later.    July  14,  1842,  he  was  married  at  Hoosack  Falls,  New  York,  to 
Miss  Mary  Thayer,  a  native  of  Vermont,  a  woman  possessed  of  the  virtues 
and  qnalities  which  adorn  and  ennoble  her  sex.     She  was  charitable  and 
gentle,  endowed  in  a  high  degree  with  the  social  traits  which  made  her  a 
valuable  member  of  society  and  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  the 
Judge  and  his  family  had  membership.    Four  children  were  bom  of  this 
marriage,  three  of  whom  are  living:    Homer  T.,  of  Chicago,  Henry  H., 
of  Grand  Rapids,  and  Mary  S.,  who  occupies  the  family  homestead  in 
Ionia    The  following  tribute  is  from  the  pastor  of  the  l^resbj^erian  Church 
in  Ionia: 

"  When  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  city  dies  we  are  all  forced  to  a 
consideration  of  our  mortality.  When  a  good  man  dies  the  whole  com- 
munity ino\]rns.  Such  tho uc^hts  were  brought  afresh  to  mind  by  the  death 
of  Hon.  Louis  S.  Loveli,  on  the  30th  of  March,  1894.  The  evening  pre- 
ceding he  sat  just  before  me,  at  our  preparatory  service,  apparently  as 
well  as  usual,  but  the  next  afternoon  he  was  stricken  with  apoplexy,  and 
died  in  a  few  minutes  with  a  prayer  on  his  lips.  In  1841  Judge  Loveli 
came  to  Ionia,  then  a  hamlet,  where  he  has  been  a  leading  spirit  for  over 
fifty-two  years,  seeing  that  hamlet  grow  into  an  enterprising  city.    As  a 
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lawyer  he  was  of  marked  ability,  and  as  a  judtn-  of  the  district  for  twenty- 
four  years,  he  exhibited  traits  and  quaiiiications  which  honor  the  Bench 
and  dignify  the  profession,  being  absolutely  without  reproach,  a  lover  of 
justice  and  equity.  Of  markt  d  intelligence,  he  kept  abreast  of  the  issues 
of  hi&  time.  As  a  Christian  he  was  noted  for  loyalty  to  his  church ;  only 
ill  health  kept  him  from  the  house  of  God.  On  his  last  Sabbath  on  earth 
he  was  in  his  pew  as  usual,  and  so  on  his  last  evening  in  the  body  he  was 
found  in  the  prayer  circle.  Full  of  years,  over  seventy-seven,  wearing  the 
honors  of  church  and  state,  he  was  himself  an  honor  to  the  coniiiiunity,  to 
the  church  and  to  his  family.  Unassuming,  without  guile,  yet  a  rare 
talker;  a  lover  of  children,  of  the  l?ihlc,  of  good  books  and  of  ^ood  people; 
a  friend  of  the  poor,  liberal  to  every  good  cause ;  a  faithful  yet  humble 
Christian,  his  life  is  another  witness  that  good  character  wms  honor  among 
men,  as  well  as  fitness  for  heaven." 


ALBERT  WILLIAMS,  Ionia.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  bom  in 
Halifax,  Windham  county,  Vermont,  February  8,  1817.  His  great-grand- 
father, William  Williams,  was  a  native  of  Wales,  and  settled  at  Slonington, 
Connecticut,  where  his  three  children,  William,  Henr^^  and  Fdizabeth,  were 
born.  He  became  a  sea  captain,  and,  with  his  son  William,  was  lost  at 
sea.  Heoiy,  the  other  son  and  grandfather  of  Albert,  was  bom  in  1746, 
graduated  at  Yale  College,  became  a  Congregational  minister,  pastor  of 
that  church  in  Leverett,  Massachusetts,  where  he  died,  November  20, 181 1. 
Dr.  Henry  Williams,  the  father  of  Albert,  was  born  in  Leverett,  1 786, 
became  a  physician  and  surgeon,  and  was  an  assistant  surgeon  in  a  Vermont 
regiment  in  the  war  of  1812.  June  14,  j8o8,  he  married  Miss  Juditli 
Corkins,  of  which  marriage  eight  children  were  bom,  viz:  Henry,  Avery, 
Nathan,  Eliza,  Albert,  Henry,  Sally,  and  Bertrand,  of  whom  only  Albert 
is  now  living.  Nathan  became  a  physician  and  surgeon,  Avery  a  farmer, 
Eliza  the  wife  of  a  mecbanie ;  the  others  died  in  early  life,  and  all  were  of 
pure  character.  Dr.  Williams  was  living  at  Halifax  when  Albert  was  born; 
removed  from  Halilax  to  New  Berlin,  Chenango  county.  New  York,  in  the 
fall  of  1827,  thence  to  Solon,  Cortland  county,  in  the  spring  of  1831,  and 
in  March,  1834,  to  West  Monroe,  Oswego  county.  New  York,  where  he 
died  April  16,  1843,  aged  fifty-seven  years.  He  was  always  a  strong  Whig 
and  in  1840  a  zealo-i^  Tippecanoe  man,  as  was  Albert,  also.  Dr.  Nathan 
Williams  (inaiiy  settled  in  Ionia,  Michigan,  May,  1855,  where  he  died 
April  25,  1858,  leaving  no  children,  but  a  widow  now  deceased.  He  was 
much  of  a  writer  and  public  speaker,  and  a_ Republican  withal.  Albert's 
home  was  alwajrs  at  his  father's  house  while  the  latter  lived,  but  much  of 
his  life,  after  early  childhood,  was  spent  in  working  out,  attending  sc  hool, 
teaching  and  readincr  law.  receiving  a  good  education  at  the  academies  in 
Homer  and  Mexicovillc,  New  York.  In  April,  1844,  he  came  to  Michigan, 
spent  the  first  year  in  the  city  of  Monroe  reading  law,  where  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  of  all  the  courts  of  the  State,  April  it,  184$,  and 
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smce  then  to  those  of  the  Thiitof!  State*;.  He  at  once  removed  *o  Ionia 
county,  where  he  has  ever  since  practiced  in  his  profession,  except  one  year, 
from  May,  1851,  to  May,  1852,  which  he  spent  at  Grand  Rapids.  He  lived 
six  years  in  Otisco  before  going  to  Grand  Rapids,  and  on  returning  at  once 
settled  in  the  city  of  Ionia,  where  his  home  has  ever  since  been.  From 
early  in  1847  to  1851  he  was  prosecuting  attorney  of  Ionia  county. 
Althoiif^h  Mr.  WillianT^  was  ever  a  strong  anti-<5!aver\'  mnn  he  acted  with 
the  Democratic  party  after  coming  to  Michigan  till  the  spring  of  1*554, 
although  prominently  opposing  theso>caIled  compromise  measures  of  1850. 
During  the  years  of  1853-4  he  was  deputy  county  clerk,  alone  discharging 
all  the  duties  of  that  office.  He  was  the  only  man  who  went  from  Ionia 
county  to  attend  the  mass  convention  at  Jackson,  Michir^an,  July  6,  1854. 
when  and  where  the  Republican  party  as  a  State  organi/.ation  was  first 
formed,  adopting  its  platform  of  principles  and  christening  itself  Republi- 
can, thus  clothing  and  naming  itself  for  the  great  work  before  it.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  committee  of  sixteen  on  resolutions  and  name  for  the 
party,  and  also  of  the  committee  of  ninety-two  which  presented  to  the 
convention  the  first  Republican  State  ticket  ever  voted  for  in  Michigan, 
whidi  was  that  fall  elected  by  an  average  majority  of  about  four  thousand 
votes.  He  was  the  author  of  the  first  elaborate  Republican  address  printed 
and  circulated  that  year  in  the  State,  it  being  largely  used^by  speakers  and 
newspapers  as  a  text  document  of  authority.  He  led  in  the  organization 
of  the  party  in  the  counties  of  Icnin  and  Montcalm,  drafting  all  necessan,' 
papers  and  notici-s  for  their  mee'intjs  and  i  ')n\'<'iitions,  and  providinj^  rhcm 
witfi  speakers,  and  ai.so  aiding  them  much  in  Kent  county.  In  the  sjiring 
of  1855  he  was  the  leader  in  establishing  the  first  Republican  newspaper  in 
Ionia  county,  being  for  several  months  its  sole  editor.  His  services 
(except  in  a  few  campaigns  herein  mentioned)  always,  through  his  pen  and 
on  the  ';tiimp,  have  been  of  great  value  to  that  party  and  have  so  been 
acknowledged  by  hi.s  co-workcrs.  In  the  fall  of  1854  he  was  elected  treas- 
urer of  Ionia  county,  and  re-elected  in  1856  thus  holding  that  office 
four  years.  In  i860  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney,  holding  that 
office  in  the  years  1861-2,  and  in  1862  he  was  elected  Attorney  General  of 
the  State,  and  re-elected  in  1864,  thus  holding  that  office  through  the 
years  1863  to  1866.  In  1870  Mr.  Williams,  thinking  the  Republican 
party  too  lax  in  its  temperance  legislation,  joined  the  National  Prohibition 
party,  was  its  candidate  that  year  for  prosecuting  attorney,  stumped  the 
county  and  spread  wide  an  address  he  wrote,  the  county  giving  the  lai^est 
vote  for  the  Prohibition  ticket  of  in>  in  the  State.  In  the  spring  of  1871 
he  was  their  candidate  for  Associate  Ja-ticL  of  the  Supreme  Court:  in  the  fall 
of  1874  for  Attorney  General  and  w  ideiy  stumped  the  State,  .md  in  i  876  was 
their  candidate  for  Governor,  also  doing  some  public  speaking.  Mr.  Will- 
iams has  always  stood  well  as  an  able  and  safe  lawyer,  and  as  a  tax>titte 
lawyer  has  had  few  equals.  His  arguments  before  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  State  have  given  him  marked  credit  for  ability.    As  Attorney  General 
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he  was  prompt  and  faithful,  not  often  needing  law  assistance,  and  never 
complained  of  for  neglect  of  duty,  as  he  was  not  in  any  other  office  he 
ever  held.  As  a  speaker  he  \s  dignified,  earnest,  fluent,  lojrical,  clear  and 
scholarly,  never  boisterous,  often  thrilling  those  addressed  and  holding  in 
closest  attention  all  within  hearing.  He  has  a  warm  and  generous  heart, 
is  a  kind  husband,  tender  parent,  and  true  friend.  He  is  not  without  his 
antipathies,  which  he  cares  little  to  conceal.  He  is  a  man  of  strong  con- 
victions,  in  which  he  puts  great  faith  and  hope,  but  which  he  seldom 
pushes  forward  unless  he  sees  it  his  duty.  He  moves  in  niatte-rs  with  much 
deliberation,  having  little  respect  for  adverse  consequences  if  any  Liu  re  be. 
This  was  forcibly  illustrated  in  his  breaking  from  the  Democratic  party  in 
1854,  and  then  again  from  the  Republican  party  in  1870,  and  still  again  in 
1896.  After  1876  he  again  became  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  i8f?8  took  the  stump  for  the  Repubh'can  ticket,  also  supporting  ft 
with  his  pen.  He  was  supervisor  of  (Jtisco  in  1848,  ju.sticc  of  the  peace 
in  Ionia  from  1853  to  1856,  and  is  now,  and  the  last  thirty  years  has  been, 
United  States  commissioner  in  and  for  Ionia  county.  January  6,  1844, 
Mr.  Williams  married  Miss  Eliza  Ann  Patterson,  a  daughter  of  Capt. 
James  Patterson,  now  deceased,  of  West  Monroe.  Mrs.  Williams  was  bom 
in  West  Monroe,  October  16,  1822,  and  died  at  Ionia,  Michigan,  July  ^A- 
1879.  Mrs.  Williams  was  a  lady  of  brilliant  intellect,  varied  and  solid 
attainments,  highly  sociable,  many  friends,  much  influence,  and  an  active 
temperance  and  Christian  worker.  Of  this  marriage  four  children  were 
bom,  two  of  whom,  a  daughter  and  a  son,  died  in  early  infancy,  one  in 
1844  and  the  other  in  i?<59.  Their  daughter  Fannie,  born  May  13,  1852, 
and  died  March  31,  1873,  was  an  uncommonly  s%vcct,  vivacious  and  popu- 
lar young  lady.  Mrs.  Ellen  W.  Babcock,  born  at  Otisco,  December  I, 
1846,  is  the  only  child  now  living,  and  is  a  lady  of  rare  intelligence  and 
sterling  character.  Mr.  Burton  Babcock  and  Mrs.  Babcock  have  had  but 
two  children,  both  bright  daughters  —  Miss  Frances  W.  Babcock,  bom 
July  25,  1875,  and  Miss  Lucy  Babcock,  born  September  30,  1876.  They 
live  near  the  city  of  Ionia.  March  5,  1886.  Mr.  Williams  was  ai;ain 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Klizabcth  1-conaid,  a  brighi  woman,  still  living. 
As  to  habits,  Mr.  Williams  has  ever  been  highly  exemplary,  and  his  char- 
acter is  above  reproach.  He  has  been  a  life-long  temperance  worker,  and 
ever  a  regular  attendant  and  ^upjiorter  of  Christian  worship.  Though 
seventy-nine  years  old  the  8th  day  of  Februan>',  1896,  lie  is  apparently  as 
hale  and  active,  and  as  well  attuned  to  all  the  duties  and  joys  of  life,  as 
when  his  sun  was  really  at  high  noon.  He  says  he  is  receiving  the  dividend 
of  his  investment  made  in  good  habits  all  along  in  life.  Hence,  he  still 
practises  his  profession,  takes  a  deep  and  wide  interest  in  all  public  ques- 
tions, writes  much  upon  them  for  publication,  as  has  been  his  fixed  habit 
through  life,  and  seems  as  earnest  and  resolute  as  ever  to  aid,  as  best  he 
can,  in  making  the  world  truer  and  better,  and  especially  his  State  and 
county  the  greatest,  happiest,  noblest  and  grandest  parts  of  It  all.    In  the 
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campaign  of  1896,  as  before  hinted,  Mr.  Williams  again  took  an  active  part 
in  politics.    Ever  having  been,  since  it  became  a  question,  in  favor  of  the 

free  coinage  of  silver,  at  the  ratio  of  sixteen  to  one,  and  of  Its  use  as  money, 
in  all  respects  the  same  as  j^old,  without  reference  to  other  countries,  he 
very  naturally  and  consistently  became  a  supporter  of  the  so-called  Chicago 
platform  and  of  Mr.  "Brysai  for  the  Presidency,  and  made  more  than  forty 
speeches  accordingly,  speaking  in  most  of  the  large  cities  and  towns  of 
Southern  Michigan.  His  services  in  the  campaign  were  in  great  tiemand, 
and  those  5?peeche!5  were  as  able,  thnroutTh  and  eloquent' as  any  he  had  ever 
before  made,  he  often  receiving  marked  ovations  at  their  close  and  the 
Michigan  press,  very  generally  and  kindly  giving  him  credit  accordingly. 
At  Bay  City,  in  August  last,  so  elated  was  the  Silver  State  convention  with 
his  speech  on  taking  the  chair,  when  called  to  preside,  that,  to  show  thiir 
hit;h  ;ipprerintinn  of  it,  the  membership  of  the  convention,  formnlly  and 
publicly,  before  final  adjournment,  presented  him  with  a  nice  silvt  r  lieaded 
cane,  appropriately  engraved,  which  in  a  speech  he  most  gracefuiiy  and 
touchingly  accepted.  The  Bay  City  Tribune ^  an  opposition  newspaper,  in 
speaking  of  these  two  speeches,  said:  "Mr.  Williams's  likeness  to  the  late 
Gov.  Blair  is  remarkable,  and  he  seems  to  be  the  same  style  of  a  man. 
He  brought  the  enthusiasm  every  time  his  aged  lips  uttered  a  sentence, 
and  he  was  the  hero  worshipped  of  the  siIver-Unt;d  convention."  The 
Kalamazoo  News  in  speaking  later  of  his  speech  there,  said:  "The  club 
rooms  were  more  than  packed  to  hear  Mr.  Williams."  And  then  after 
giving  the  topics  of  his  speech,  said:  "It  was  one  of  the  cleanest  addresses 
yet  he.ird  in  this  campaitni.  and  was  full  of  sound  facts  from  beginning  to 
end.  Though  he  is  in  his  eightieth  year,  he  spoke  two  and  oue>quarter 
hours  apparently  without  effort."  The  Albion  Mirror,  in  speaking  of  Mr. 
Williams  soon  after,  said :  "  He  is  now  in  his  eightieth  year,  but  he  has 
all  the  vigor  of  youth,  with  a  voice  musical  and  rich,  and  at  the  State  con- 
vention,  at  Bay  City,  he  electrified  the  vast  audience  by  his  intense  earn- 
estness and  the  sublimity  of  his  language."  Very  much  more  to  the  same 
effect  might  be  copied  from  the  generous  press  of  Michigan,  but  the  fore- 
going indicates  it  all,  and  will  suffice.  Therefore,  thus  able,  healthy  and 
vigorous  as  Mr.  Williams  still  is,  his  friends  may  reasonably  expect,  with 
his  excellent  habits,  he  will  yet  be  spared  a  goodly  number  of  years  to 
labor,  as  he  has  ever  aimed  to,  for  the  best  interests  of  mankind. 


CHARLES  H.  SMITH,  Jackson.  Hon.  Charles  H.  Smith  i  a  native  of 
Jackson  county.  He  was  born  on  a  farm  in  the  town  of  I.coni,  Ki  hrnary 
7,  1857.  The  fortunes  of  war  made  him  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  seven 
years,  when  his  father,  a  soldier  in  the  army  of  Grant,  was  killed  in  the 
terrible  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  Left  thus  early  to  depend  upon  him- 
self, he  acquired  a  common  school  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
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town  and  the  village  high  school  of  Grass  Lake.  Like  many  another  self- 
siipportinc;;  voung  man.  lu  first  pur^uecl  the  vocation  of  teaching  and  made 
it  the  gateway  to  tlir  jnotcs^i. m  ot  law.  By  making  this  practical  use  of 
his  scholastic  acquirements,  he  gained  a  mental  discipline  and  self-reliance, 
whose  advantages  were  manifest  both  in  the  study  and  the  practice  of  law. 
He  entered  upon  a  course  of  reading  in  the  law  office  of  Gibson  &  Parkin- 
son, of  Jackson.  After  passing  the  prcscrih  ^  xamination,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in  1880  and  <;crt1ed  down  to  the  practice  in  the  city  of 
Jfackson.  Having  spent  the  thirty-nine  years  ot  his  lite  in  the  county,  he 
has  formed  a  general  acquaintance  and  many  strong  personal  attachments 
among  the  best  people.  These  are  not  only  conducive  to  sodal  pleasure; 
they  furnish  an  incentive  to  the  best  possible  effort  and  afford  the  means 
of  powerful  influence  for  advancement.  Although  he  has  not  reached  the 
meridian  of  life.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  successful  practitioner,  in  the  amount  of 
business  transacted  and  the  ability  displayed  in  the  management  of  cases. 
His  persistent  energy  wins.  He  has  managed  some  cases  in  the  courts 
which  are  precedent-makers.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  the  follow- 
ing: Proceedings  by  habeas  corpus,  i887>  for  the  release  of  Thomas 
McQain,  a  life  convict  confined  in  the  Michigan  State  Prison  at  Jack<;nn, 
whose  sentence  had  hccn  commuted  by  the  Governor  to  a  term  of  five 
years.  The  commutation  papers  were  forwarded  to  the  warden  of  the 
prison  and  for  the  reason  that  they  were,  in  two  respects,  at  variance  with 
the  original  record  in  the  case,  they  were  returned  to  the  Governor  for  cor- 
rection. Upon  receipt  of  tlu m  l)y  the  Governor  he  changed  his  mind,  had 
the  papers  cancelled,  and  revoked  liie  commutntinn.  Mr.  Smith's  conten- 
tion was  that  the  commutation  papers,  oner  received  by  the  warden,  were 
in  law  delivered  to  the  convict  for  \vh(>rn  iliey  were  intended,  and  that, 
although  they  may  in  some  respects  have  been  at  variance  with  the  orig- 
inal record,  if  they  were  sufficient  to  identify  the  subject  for  whom  they 
were  intended,  upon  their  delivery  to  the  warden  as  aforesaid,  they  were 
forever  irrevocable.  Upon  this  theory  of  the  case,  it  was  argued  and  sub- 
mitted tu  the  (  ourt.  and  the  prisoner  discharged  immediately  upon  con- 
clusion of  the  hearing.  1 1  was  tlie  first  and  only  case  of  the  kind  which 
has  arisen  in  this  State.  In  fact,  it  is  believed  that  the  only  parallel  case 
is  one  which  arose  some  years  ago  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  He  rispre- 
sented  the  application  for  pardon  of  David  McKay,  a  life  convict  in  the 
Michigan  State  Prison,  and  for  nearly  two  years  prosecuted  the  case  with 
diligence  and  teriacity,  upon  the  theory  that  the  jury  were  not  justified, 
from  the  evidence,  in  finding  the  accused  guilty.  Mr.  McKay's  father  and 
his  whole  family  persisted  in  the  theory  that  he  was  unquestionably  inno- 
cent of  the  ch^e.  An  effort  was  begun  to  accomplish  what  had  never 
been  undertaken  in  the  SUte,  to-wit:  obtain  in  support  of  application  for 
pardon  the  endorsement  of  a  maiority  of  the  leg^al  voters  of  the  entire 
county  in  which  the  accused  was  tried  and  convicted,  besides  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  trial  judge,  prosecuting  attorney  and  a  large  majority  of 
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the  jurors,  as  well  a»  aboul  six  Iiuadred  representative  women  of  the 
county.  In  view  of  the  extreme  poverty  of  the  family,  this  seemed  to  be 
an  insurmountable  task,  but  in  two  years  it  was  done.  This  petition, 
with  a  transcript  of  the  evidence  and  the  exhaustive  brief  of  Mr.  Smith, 

attorney  for  petitioner,  •'.vis  y.ihTnif  ted  to  the  advisory  board  in  the  matter 
of  pardnn<;,  who  recommended  to  the  Governor  that  the  application  be 
granted;  and  it  was  granted.  Mr.  McKay  was  released  from  prison  and 
since  that  time,  so  far  as  known,  has  been  an  industrious,  faithful  citizen, 
and  a  credit  to  the  community  in  which  he  lives.  Another  important 
case  grew  out  of  the  great  railroad  wreck  at  Jackson,  in  October,  1893, 
in  which  <;omc  twelve  or  thirteen  pas'sen^ers.  lartyely  from  the  States  of 
Pennsylvaina  and  New  York,  were  instantly  killed  or  died  soon  after  from 
the  injuries  received  therein.  Mr.  Smith  was  employed  by  Mr.  John  N. 
Anderson  and  wife,  who  were  horribly  mangled  and  injured  in  this  wreck, 
but  who  survived  by  receiving  superior  care  and  attention.  Mr.  Ander- 
son hailed  from  Morris  Run,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  engaged  in  busi- 
ness, and  as  soon  as  he  and  his  wife  were  abl<"  to  be  moved  to  their  homes, 
a  suit  was  begun  gainst  the  Michigan  Central  Kail  Road  Company  for 
damages  on  account  of  injuries  sustained  in  the  wreck.  After  a  protracted 
diplomatic  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  company,  characteristic  of  the 
management  of  railroad  companies,  a  settlement  was  effected  by  the  pay- 
ment of  the  sum  of  twenty  five  thousand  dniinr';.  9,\nce  1889,  Mr.  Smith 
has  been  attorney  for  the  very  noted  cst  iti  ol  Daniel  B.  Hibbard,  de- 
ceased, which  liAS  presented,  more  grave  and  numerous  complications  than 
any  other  estate  in  Jackson  county.  Mr.  Smith  has  also  been  em- 
ployed in  the  last  year  by  Doctor  Hjmdman  of  Jackson  county  to  repre- 
sent him  in  the  matter  of  the  estate  of  Samuel  Westren,  deceased.  Mr. 
Westren  died  in  1877,  leaving  a  last  will  and  testament,  in  which  his  son 
was  nominated  as  executor.  He  qualihed  as  such  and  proceeded  to  ad- 
minister the  estate,  and  by  an  order  of  the  probate  court  has  been  found  to 
be  charged  with  something  like  twelve  hundred  dollars  of  personal  assets 
still  remaining  in  his  hands,  uncollectible.  The  heirs  soon  after  the 
death  of  Mr.  Westren  divided  the  property,  both  real  and  personal,  be- 
tween themselves,  and  it  vv^as  subdivided  so  that  it  passed  into  the  hands 
of  about  twenty-five  or  Uiirty  different  purchasers.  The  will  contained  a 
cash  bequest  for  a  certain  amount  to  be  paid  to  testator's  granddaughter, 
upon  her  arrival  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  was  about  three  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  testator's  death.  This  bequest  was  the  first  con- 
tained in  the  will,  and  the  rest,  residue  and  remainder  of  testator's  prop- 
erty was  divided  between  the  heirs.  The  granddatip;hter  has  lately  taken 
Steps  to  realize  upon  her  legacy  out  of  this  estate,  but  a  serious  quchiion 
has  arisen  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  probate  court  to  hear  her  petition 
for  this  purpose  and  order  sale  of  lands  belonging  to  testator.  In  such  a 
case  as  this,  Mr.  Smith  contends  that  an  accounting  must  be  had  between 
parties  not  officers  of  the  court  to  determine  the  order  of  sale  of  lands  for 
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the  satislactioa  of  this  l^racy,  that  it  may  ascertain  whose  land.s  .sliould  be 
sold  first.  Although  the  Michigan  statute  is  broad  in  conferrtng  equitable 
jurisdiction  upon  probate  courts,  still  a  matter  of  this  kind  should  be  heard 
and  determined  by  a  court  of  equity  in  which  all  of  the  interested  persons 

can  be  brought  to  an  accounting,  and  the  equitable  rights  of  each  estab- 
lished and  protected.  He  has  mrtde  a  careful  ^ttidyof  economic  questions 
and  is  well  prepared  to  discuss  them  from  the  standpoint  of  an  American 
citizen.  By  invitation,  he  addressed  the  State  Millers*  Association  at 
Lansing,  January  14,  1896,  on  a  theme  of  great  interest  to  them,  as 
el!  as  the  fanners  of  the  United  States,  viz.,  **Our  Unused  Surplus." 
lie  began  his  address  by  a  reference  to  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  stimu- 
Intini;  the  demrmd  of  rnir  hotne  prndiiced  Oniir:  (})  The  incomplete  trade 
relations  with  other  American  couuli  ics  and  colonies,  which  are  our  natu- 
ral patrons;  (2)  The  unjustifiably  higli  rates  of  transportation  from  points 
of  production  in  this  country  to  our  seaports;  and  (3)  The  increasing  com- 
petition v\  itlii  fonic  of  the  South  American  countries  actively  enlarging  the 
production  of  wheat  there.  His  discussion  of  the  subject  was  practically 
limited  to  the  first  of  the-e  causes: 

This  country  is  producing,  on  the  average,  about  400,000,000  bu. 
wheat  per  year,  41  per  cent  of  which,  or  more,  is  exported  to  foreign 
nations.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  industrial  world  hereto  devc-lnp  iheprodticls 
of  our  labor  and  capital  into  the  most  advanced  conditions  lor  the  export 
trade.  For  instance,  our  crude  iron  is  converted  into  machinery,  cutlery 
and  agricultural  implements  of  the  very  highest  order  for  that  particular 
trade.  It  is  the  same  with  our  timber  and  many  other  products  of  our 
great  and  still  growing  country.  As  I  view  it,  the  same  rule  should  be 
pursued  with  and  apply  to  our  export  of  wheat,  wiiich  should  be  converted 
into  flour,  and  rendered  a  finished  product  before  it  is  shif>|>ed  abroad  for 
consumption  by  the  people  of  other  nations.  If  this  should  be  accom- 
plished, more  capital  would  be  invested  in  flour  milling  in  this  country, 
more  of  our  idle  lalmr  employed,  substantially  a  lart^er  amount  of  business 
tran^cted  here  and  a  new  thrill  given  to  the  great  enterprise  of  milling, 
now  lagging  in  our  midst  and  seeking  business  in  a  land  of  plenty.  Be- 
sides this,  these  gentlemen  of  pusVi  aiul  courage  now  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  mill  machinery  in  our  country  would  be  provided  with  a  larger 
and  better  market  in  which  to  sell  the  products  of  their  would-be  busy 
factories.  Under  the  advanced  system  of  production  and  classification  of 
labor  now  prevailing  throughout  the  civilized  world,  the  individual  pro- 
duces but  a  small  part  ol  what  he  consumes.  Likewise,  the  Nation,  with 
but  few  exceptions,  is  obliged  to  rely  in  part,  at  least,  upon  its  exchange 
of  products  with  its  sister  Nation-  for  the  perfect  subsistence  of  its  citizen^^. 
However,  I  am  very  happy  to  suggest  that  the  United  States  of  America 
has  acquired  comparatively  the  highest  degree  of  independence  in  this 
regard.  Up  to  the  present  time,  this  country  has  not  produced  any  sub- 
stantial part  of  the  sugars,  coffees  and  a  few  other  articles  commonly  con- 
sumed here,  but  they  are  imported  largely  from  other  American  countries, 
which  ought,  from  geographical  and  political  rea-^ons,  to  be  mutually  inter- 
est.-d  with  us  in  the  development  of  this  </jc:d  American  hemisphere,  and, 
u  i  mistake  not,  recent  events  indicate  that  the  natural  sympathies  and 
friendly  relations  between  the  countries  of  this  continent  wilt  soon  be  crys- 
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talHzed  intd  a  strong  international  league  of  a  character,  power  and  result- 
ing benefit  never  before  witnessed  in  the  world's  histoiy.  The  natural 
relations  and  empathies  between  these  countries  and  ours  are  indisputably 
stronger  than  with  European  Nation'-,  from  the  tyrannical  power  of  which 
their  citizens  and  forefathers  liavc  ruuimeiKJably  escaped.  If  there  are 
tropical  barriers  in  the  way  of  domestic  production  of  these  necessary  arti- 
cles of  food,  imported  from  a  climate  favorable  to  their  ;no\\  th  upon  the 
American  continent,  then  it  occurs  to  me  that  it  would  be  good  business 
sagacity  to  arrange,  if  possible,  to  pay  for  such  necessary  imported  articles 
of  food  nut  of  or  v/ith  the  luniscd  sarplus  of  tin's  country,  which  is  made 
up,  in  pai  t,  from  the  very  product  of  the  great  farms  and  flour  mills  main- 
tained and  operated  here." 

He  followed  this  with  an  official  statement  of  the  export  of  flour  by 
millers  of  the  United  States  under  the  reciprocal  treaties  made  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  tarifT  act  of  1890 — showing  an  increase  of  thirty  per  cent  in 
ti«c  amount  exported  to  Brazil.  fnrt\  -tw  o  per  cent  to  Cuba,  lixtv  per  cent 
to  Tuerto  Rico,  and  more  than  three  thousand  per  cent  of  the  shipments  to 
Germany  during  the  four  years  of  the  life  of  the  treaties;  and  also  showing 
a  remarkable  percentage  of  loss  of  trade  with  those  countries  immediately 
after  the  enactment  of  thv.  Wilson  TariflF  Law  of  1894.  It  is  strikingly 
put  in  this  paragraph  of  the  addre^-^ : 

"  The  beneficial  results  accruing  to  us  from  these  reciprocal  treaties 
could  be  elaborated  upon  indefinitely.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  suggest 
tliat  the  loss  to  the  merchant  miller  of  this  country,  occasioned  by  the  ab- 
rogation of  our  late  reciprocal  commercial  relations  with  the  other  Ameri- 
can countries,  islands  and  the  German  Empire,  is  authentically  estimated 
at  the  large  sum  of  $16,000,000  per  year,  or  4,000,000  barrels  of  flour,  to 
produce  which,  in  one  year,  would  require  133  mills  with  a  capacity  of  100 
barrels  each  per  day," 

**  The  establishment  of  a  new  industry  in  any  locality  is  hailed  with 
Joy  by  all  the  citizens  of  that  cnmm unity.  Improvement  companies  arc- 
organized  in  nearly  every  modern  western  city  to  induce  the  investment  of 
foreign  capital  therein,  because  of  the  benefits  which  accrue  therefrom  to 
t!u  gvciii  aL^:-;^c.^^te  of  the  people.  If  new  industries  are  sought  and  con- 
sidered for  the  best  interests  of  all  the  people,  then  established  industries 
should  be  encouraged  and  maintained  to  serve  the  same  purpose  and  ac- 
complish the  same  end.  Prospective  industries  brighten  hope;  established 
industries  lighten  burdens.  The  one  stimulates  confidence  in  the  future; 
the  other  provides  bread  for  the  present.  It  is  the  enlightened  duty  of 
this  great  Nation  to  expand  the  market  for  our  domestic  flour  to  the  ex- 
tent, if  possible,  of  a  perfect  utilization  of  every  mil!  in  this  country. 
This  great  battle  should  not,  andean  not,  be  fought  alone  by  you  mer- 
chant millers  and  mill  manufacturers.  It  is  a  question  of  patriotism  which 
deeply  conci  rris  cv  er\-  lo\  al  citizen  of  our  land,  who  should  exert  his  full 
power,  intelligence  and  intiuence  for  the  restoration  and  enlargement  of 
that  policy  under  which  our  great  industry  was  promoted  ajid  prospered. 
Fellow  citizens,  rising  above  the  prejudice  of  partisanship,  let  us  all  be 
true  Americans  and  wnj^e  n  nob'e,  conscientious  fi^ht  to  promote  a  dis- 
tinctively American  policy,  and  thereby  assist  in  working  out  the  highest 
destiny  of  a  great  people." 

During  the  last  four  years  Mr.  Smith  has  delivered  in  his  State  many 
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scholarly  addrrssc?  upon  Buch  topics  as  "State  Legislation,"  "Trusts 
and  Transportation,"  and  kindred  subject';.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Republican, 
intensely  earnest  and  superlatively  active  in  support  of  the  political  prin> 
ciples  represented  by  that  party.  In  1890  he  declined  the  nomination 
for  prosecuting  attorney  tendered  by  the  Republican  party  of  Jackson 
county.  He  has  been  a  recognized  power  in  the  public  discussion  of 
campaign  issues  in  the  State  for  ten  years.  His  eloqiH^nce,  hi^^  thorough 
infomiation  as  to  the  issues,  his  readiness  in  dcbalc,  and  his  enthusi^ 
asm  born  oi  love  tor  the  cause  which  lie  champions  have  contributed  to 
give  him  wide  popularity  in  a  political  canvass.  He  is  also  an  astute 
party  manager.  In  1894  he  was  chairman  of  the  Republican  committee 
for  Jackson  county  and  director  of  the  most  successful  partisan  campaign 
ever  conducted  in  the  county.  As  a  fitting  serinence  of  that  canvas?,  he 
was  nominated  as  th.:  Republican  candidate  for  State  Senator  and  elected 
in  April,  1895,  by  a  majority  of  2,i6i  votes  in  a  district  which,  prior  to 
that,  had  been  strongly  Democratic.  His  majority  over  the  opposing 
candidate  was  1,680  in  Jackson  and  481  in  Washtenaw  county.  During 
the  campaign  of  1896  he  gave  his  time  and  influence  to  the  canvass 
with  more  patriotic  devotion  than  if  he  had  been  actuated  by  personal 
interest.  He  was  married  in  1882  to  Miss  Nettie  E.  Wmg.  He  is  a 
stockholder,  director  and  general  attorney  of  the  Jackson  State  Savings 
Bank.  Mr.  Smith  has  recently  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Charles  A. 
Blair  and  Charles  E.  Townsend,  and  the  new  firm  will  do  business  under 
the  name  of  Blair,  Smith  &  Townsend,  commcncinc^  January  t,  1897. 
Mr.  Smith  is  a  7efilous  M.^^on,  a  Knif^ht  Templar,  being  a  uu  nil>er  of 
Jackson  Commandery,  N  j.  9,  and  delivered  the  annual  memorial  address 
before  that  order  in  June,  1896.  He  is  active  in  the  different  fraternities 
of  which  he  is  a  member,  and  is  an  enthusiastic  advocate  of  their  useful- 
ness and  power  for  the  promotion  of  those  grand  virtues — Charity,  Justice 
and  Brotherly  Love. 


ROBERT  B.  MCKNIGHT,  late  of  Saginaw.  Judge  McKnight's  brief 
life  was  an  apt  illustr.tti'tn  of  the  happy  social  and  political  conditions 
under  which  the  people  of  this  country'  live,  and  which  do  not  exist  else- 
where. He  was  bom  September  23,  1850,  in  the  town  of  I^erry,  Wyom- 
ing county,  in  the  center  of  the  rolling,  high  hill  country  of  southwestern 
New  York,  whose  lofty  but  fertile  hills,  deep  valleys  and  rapid  streams, 
give  the  country  much  the  appearance  of  a  mountainous  region.  His 
father,  Joseph  R.  McKnight,  was  a  farmer  of  moderate  mean<:  and  his 
mother,  Elizabeth  (Bishop)  McKnight,  a  woman  of  more  than  ordinary 
character  and  acquirements.  In  i860,  when  the  future  judge  was  leu 
years  of  age,  bis  parents  removed  to  Michigan  and  after  a  short  residence 
in  Jackson  permanently  located  on  a  farm  in  the  township  of  Ingham, 
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Ingham  county.  For  the  next  six  nr  ri}:^ht  yrnre  liis  life  was  that  of  the 
ordinary  farmers'  bovs  ."iroinul  him:  he  shared  the  labors  of  the  farm  ac- 
cording to  his  years,  atlendcU  the  country  school  as  he  could  and  grew  up 
much  like  the  other  farmers*  boys  the  country  over,  with  this  material  dif- 
ference— ^he  had  no  idle  moments,  the  time  that  could  be  snatched  from 
the  labors  of  the  farm  and  the  long  winter  evenings  was  diligently  de- 
voted to  study,  and  he  thus  laid  the  foundation  of  that  knowledt^e  which 
enabled  him  at  an  early  time  in  lite  to  become  a  successful  business  man, 
an  able  lawyer  and  an  honored  judge.  Hts  mind,  improved  and  expanded 
by  study,  soon  reached  beyond  the  limits  of  the  farm.  At  first  he  tried 
clerking  but  quickly  realized  that  clerking  in  a  country  store  was  not  a 
road  leading  very  directly  and  rapidly  to  the  success  and  distinction  his 
ambition  aimed  at.  To  teach  school,  not  a?  an  end,  but  as  a  iiilm:i.s  to  an 
end,  is  at  some  time  in  early  life  the  natural  rt  ort  of  many  nght-mnided 
American  men  and  women ;  therefore,  obeying  this  law  of  evolution,  it 
was  entirely  natural  that  the  future  judge  should,  as  he  did,  try  his  hand 
at  school  teaching.  Here  he  entered  upon  the  way  that  led  to  his  future 
success.  His  skill  as  a  teacher  und  the  knowledge  lu  daily  added  to  his 
store  gave  him  a  reputafion  ili.i;  n  arhrd  beyond  the  country  school  dis- 
tricts of  Ingham  county.  Alter  taking  a  course  of  two  years  at  the  State 
Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti  he  accepted  the  position  of  superintendent  of 
the  schools  of  East  Tawas.  He  remained  there  two  years,  as  usual  devot- 
ing his  spare  time  to  study  and  the  acquisition  of  general  knowledge. 
While  at  Fast  Tawas  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  the  late  ITon.  John  J. 
Wheeler  of  East  Saginaw,  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  respected  lawyers  of 
Northern  Michigan,  and  at  Mr.  Wheeler's  request  he  resigned  his  posi- 
tion at  East  Tawas,  and  early  in  1877  entered  the  latter's  office  as  a 
student  and  general  manager  of  his  large  and  important  collection 
business.  This  employment  naturally  drew  his  attention  to  commercial 
law  with  the  principles  of  which  he  soon  became  familiar,  thus  bec^nning 
a  busing  lawyer  rather  than  a  prulessionai  advocate.  Me  had  now  found 
his  vocation  and  the  better  to  prepare  himself  for  it  he  entered  the  Law 
Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  in  1878,  and  after  a  full  year's 
attendance  graduat«^  in  1879  and  was  duly  admitted  to  the  Bar  the  same 
year.  He  immediately  entered  into  partnership  with  Mr.  Wheeler,  tak- 
ing:]; upon  himself  the  collcctin.f^  and  business  department  of  the  office,  in- 
volving the  settlement  of  many  large  estates,  where  his  knowledge  of 
statutory  law  and  proceedings  and  his  experience  and  knowledge  as  a 
business  lawyer  gave  to  the  firm  of  Wheeler  &  McKnight  a  well  deserved 
popularity  and  a  large  and  profitable  practice,  continually  increasing  up  to 
the  timo  of  Mr.  Wheeler*s  death.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  George  Grant 
had  become  a  member  of  the  firm  and  upon  tiie  deatli  oi  Mr.  Wheeler  the 
Hon.  Watts  S.  Humphrey  joined  the  firm  thereafter  known  as  McKnight, 
Humphrey  &  Grant.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics  but  took  little  active 
interest  in  political  affairs,  office  having  no  attraction  for  him,  though  he 
13 
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filled  the  office  of  recorder  of  Saginaw  county  as  well  as  that  of  city  attor> 
ney,  member  of  the  board  of  education  and  other  official  po.-itions.  In 
April,  iSg-i,.  Mr.  McKnicjht  upon  the  nomination  of  the  Bar,  was  elected 
one  ot  the  Circuit  Judges  ot  the  Tenth  Judicial  Circuit,  consisting  of  Sagi- 
naw county  alone,  and  having  two  judges.  The  term  for  which  he  was 
elected  commenced  January  i»  i8^,  but  ill  health  having  compelled 
Judge  Edget  to  resign  in  October,  1893,  Mr.  McKni^t  the  judge  elect, 
on  the  unanimou?;  request  of  the  Har,  wa^  appointed  by  Governor  Rich  to 
serve  out  the  remainder  of  Judge  l".d;j;i-t 's  teriii,  whereby  he  became  his 
own  successor,  judge  McKnight  was  a  man  of  pleasing  addres*<,  affable 
deportment  and  kindly  manners,  inclined  to  conciliate  rather  than  repel  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact ;  but  as  a  judge  he  was  intolerant  of  mis- 
conduct in  every  form ;  with  ignorance  and  inexperience  he  was  patient  and 
helpful,  but  any  attempt  at  sharp  practice  broufrht  upon  the  offender  his 
prompt  condemnation.  As  a  judrje  lie  was  courteous  and  obli^ingf,  honest 
and  impartial;  no  attorney "s  reputation  was  in  evidence  in  any  case  before 
him  to  embarrass  his  rulings  and  judgments.  Much  important  business 
came  before  him  during  the  short  time  he  was  upon  the  bench,  which  was 
promptly  disposed  of  in  a  manner  that  inspired  confidence  and  gave  assur- 
ancc  that  with  the  '.i<5ual  experience  he  would  make  an  able  and  useful 
judge.  Very  lew  of  his  decisions  were  reversed  by  the  Supreme  Court. 
The  diligent  and  conscientious  manner  in  which  he  performed  the  exacting 
duties  of  his  office  and  the  labor  he  bestowed  upon  the  examination  of  the 
cases  and  questions  coming  before  the  court  over-taxed  his  nervous  system, 
and  early  in  the  summer  of  1894  he  found  a  change  and  rest  demanded. 
Hoping  to  restore  his  failint^  htahh  he  visited  Kurope  and  drank  the 
waters  of  its  famous  health  resorts,  and  seemed  to  improve.  In  London 
he  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  leading  lawyers  and  judges.  His  agree- 
able manners  and  the  fact  that  he  was  an  American  judge  caused  him  to 
be  received  with  distinction.  The  honors  shown  him,  however,  in  no 
degree  impaired  his  Americanism — he  returned  more  an  American  than 
ever.  He  saw  much  in  the  Englisli  practice  to  interest  and  improve,  but 
on  the  whole  considered  the  American  practice  and  system  tar  better. 
The  judge's  practice  as  a  lawyer  had  lain  along  the  lines  of  opportunities, 
and  his  instinct  as  a  business  man  led  him  to  profit  by  them.  By  direct 
ventures  in  legitimate_  speculations  and  profiting  by  the  suggestions  of 
some*  of  his  clients  lie  had  already  acfpiir<'d  a  liberal  competency.  On  the 
eighth  of  July,  i^yS,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Gussie  J^ienstedt,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Henry  Nicnstedt,  of  Saginaw,  a  lady  of  sterling  family  and  unusual 
personal  grace.  They  immediately  started  upon  a  trip  abroad,  intending  to 
extend  their  travels  indefinitely.  They  visited  Scotland,  which  is  pre- 
eminently the  home  of  Masonry.  Here  the  judge  was  upon  his  native 
heath ;  for  he  was  himself  a  Mason  of  the  33rd  degree.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  he  was  Grand  Senior  Warden  ot  the  Grand  Commandety  of 
Michigan,  and  a  member  of  St.  Bernard  Commandery,  No.  16,  K.  T.  of 
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Saginau'.  He  filled  various  official  positions  in  the  order,  includinir  that 
of  Eminent  Comnaander  for  two  years.  Being  an  American  judge  and  a 
Mason  of  high  rank,  he  naturally  received  in  Scotland  marked  attention, 
as  he  did  the  year  before  in  England.  He  was  elected  an  honorary  mem- 
ber  of  Lodge  No.  i  of  Edinburgh,  Mary's  Chapel,  the  oldest  Blue  Lodge 
in  Scotland.  From  Edinburgh  they  proceeded  by  the  beautiful  and 
classical  lake  reE^ion  of  England  to  London.  \\  liilc  at  London  he  was 
taken  ill,  but  recovered  in  a  few  weeks,  and  the  physician  advising,  he 
went  down  to  Eastbourne,  near  the  sea,  where  it  was  thought  he  would 
regain  his  full  strenth  and  vigor.  While  here  it  was  discovered  that  he 
was  suffering  from  anaemia;  and  later  it  was  pronounced  pernicious 
anremia.  When  the  phv^ician  said  there  was  but  one  hope—  that  the 
sea  voy.ii^c  iiiii^'nt  hf  hencficial  lie  sailed  for  home  on  the  twenty-third 
day  of  iNovcniber,  with  Captain  C.  H.  Grant,  of  the  steam-ship  New  York. 
Recognizing  in  the  ship's  captain  a  Brother  Mason  the  judge  reposed  in 
his  promised  care  and  in  the  watchful  love  of  his  wife  and  her  brother.  So 
it  was  that  he  passed  away  amid  the  sea,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  Novem- 
ber. 1895.  The  funeral  in  Saginaw,  under  the  direction  of  St.  Bernard 
Comraandery,  K.  T.,  was  a  memorable  one.  Services  were  commenced 
at  the  home,  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  Knight,  from  whence  the  body 
was  bom  by  the  Sir  Knights  of  St.  Bernard  to  the  Masonic  Temple, 
where,  in  the  hall  so  dear  to  him,  the  funeral  oration  was  pronounced  by 
the  Rev.  Wm.  Knii^lit  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  subject  and  of  the 
occasion.     Me  but  formulated  the  common  sentiment  when  he  said: 

"A  brother  lies  cold  in  our  midst;  about  his  lifeless  form  how  our  hearts 
grow  warm !  Those  who  loved  him  most  in  life  love  htm  with  a  warmer 
glow  now  that  he  has  felt  death's  chill;  and  those  who  knew  only  his 
public  qualities,  his  genial  friendship,  his  sterling  professional  integrity, 
his  romantic  attention  to  children,  his  benign  regard  for  the  aged  and 
helpless,  his  profound  reverence  for  the  cheri.shed  history  and  ancient 
mysteries  of  Masonry,  together  with  those  who  only  knew  him  as  the 
young  teacher,  the  lawyer,  the  judge,  will  bow  most  tenderly  about  his 
bier.  He  was  positive  in  his  convictions  and  firm  when  a  decision  had 
been  reached.  He  was  always  reliable,  quick  to  consider  and  act;  as  a 
jurist,  a  citizen  and  a  man,  he  was  above  reproach." 


THOMAS  A.  E.  WEADOCK,  Detroit.  Hon.  Thomas  A.  E.  Wea- 
dock,  third  son  of  Lewis  and  Mary  (Cullen)  Weadock,  wa.s  bom  in  Bally- 
garret,  County  Wexford,  Ireland,  on  January  1st,  1850.  The  family  i?  of 
Flemish  ortGfin,  although  for  many  [generations  it  has  been  prominent  in 
county  Wexford.  The  grandfather  oi  our  subject  took  part  in  the  Irish 
Rebellion  of  1798,  in  which  his  grandfather,  a  non<combatant,  aged 
eighty-five  years,  was  murdered  by  a  troop  of  the  infamous  Gowan's 
Cavalry.    His  mother's  family  is  also  an  old  one  in  the  above  county,  the 
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name  CuUen  being  a  contraction  of  the  old  Irish  name  "  Cucliulin."  The 
parents  of  Thomas  came  to  America  in  1850,  anU  located  on  a  farm  near 
the  town  of  St.  Mary  s,  Ohio,  where  he  passed  the  early  years  of  his  life. 
He  attended  the  district  school  and  also  the  union  school  at  St.  Mary's. 
After  his  father's  death,  which  occurred  in  December,  1863,  young 
Weadock  had  to  leave  school  and  attend  the  management  of  the  farm,  as 
he  was  the  eldest  ?on  at  home,  his  elder  brother  havint;  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army  in  1862-  During  the  time  that  he  was  actively  engaged  in 
farming  he  continued  a  course  of  home  study  and  reading.  His  taste  for 
reading  being  very  pronounced,  he  devoted  all  his  spare  time  to  it.  His 
favorite  studies  were  biography  and  history,  which  opened  the  world  to 
the  country  boy,  and  served  to  maVe  a  lonesome  life  delif^htful.  Young 
Weadock  managed  the  farm  inril  his  brother  returned  from  the  army  in 
1865,  and  then  went  to  Cincinnati  in  search  of  employment.  He  had 
determined  not  to  be  a  farmer  and  entered  a  printing  office;  he  soon  tired 
of  it  and  engaged  for  some  months  as  a  clerk,  after  which  he  returned  to 
St.  Mary's  and  taught  school  in  the  counties  of  Auglaize,  Shelby  and 
Miami,  for  five  year-?,  carrying  on  his  own  <;t«jdiee;  w  hiU:  teaching  Others. 
Taking  the  money  he  so  saved  he  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  in  187 1,  and  during  his  vacation  read  law  in  Detroit. 
He  graduated  as  Bachelor  of  Laws  on  the  36th  of  March,  1873,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Detroit,  April  8th,  1873. 
He  was  also  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio  in  June  of 
that  year,  Hon.  Geo.  Hoadly  being  chairman  of  the  examining  committee. 
When  he  next  met  Governor  Hoadly  he  was  a  member  ot  the  Committee 
on  Pacific  Railroads  and  Judge  Hoadly  was  special  counsel  for  the  United 
States  in  the  Pacific  railway  matters.  He  intended  to  practise  in  Ohio, 
but  it  so  happened  that  he  returned  to  Michigan,  and  finally  located  at 
Bay  City,  Sept.  12,  1873,  and  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  In 
1883,  he  was  elected  mayor  of  the  cit\'  and  served  until  1885,  actinj^  as 
ex-officio  chairman  of  the  poUce  commission,  the  library  trusiees  and 
several  other  boards.  At  the  expiration  of  the  term  he  declined  a  re- 
nomination.  Continuing  his  practice  he  associated  with  him  his  youngest 
brother,  John  C,  and  their  partnership  has  continued  ever  since.  Their 
practice  has  extended  into  many  counties  of  Michigan,  and  they  have 
conducted  important  case?  in  other  states.  Among  the  latter  may  be 
mentioned  the  cases  of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.  of  New  York  ads. 
Meaner  in  Pennsylvania,  the  Mundy  will  case  in  Wisconsin,  and  Jenkins 
vs.  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.  in  Ohio.  Mr.  Weadock  was  assistant 
prosecuting  attorney  for  Bay  county  for  nearly  two  years,  his  partner 
Graeme  M.  Wilson  beinj:^  pro-^ecwtor.  He  was  appointed  to  succeed  Mr. 
Wilson,  who  died  in  olTue  in  July  1877,  and  served  until  Dec.  31,  1878. 
During  the  time  he  was  in  that  office,  Bay  county  was  freed  from  many 
of  the  lawless  pests  that  had  infested  it.  The  liquor  law,  enacted  in 
187s,  was  vigorously  enforced,  more  liquor  tax  being  collected  in  Bay 
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than  any  countv  in  the  State  except  Wa^'nc,  and  more  than  was  collected 
in  any  county  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  dealers.  Waiter  girl  saloons 
and  kindred  resorts  were  suppressed  and  their  keepers  sent  to  prison.  A 
handsome  gold-headed  cane  was  presented  to  Mr.  Weadock  at  the  close 
of  his  term.  After  this  time  he  was  engaged  in  many  of  the  important 
criminal  cases  in  Bay  and  other  counties,  somrtiTncs  for  thr  fif*^enst%  often 
as  counsel  for  the  prosecution,  His  cases  in  the  Supren^e  (  ourt  begin  in 
the  36  Michigan  and  may  be  found  in  almost  every  volume  issued  since. 
Amoi^  these  may  be  mentioned  Cathcart  vs.  Merrtt  township,  holding 
ditch  orders  can  only  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  on  which  they  are  drawn ; 
Bay  Co.  vs.  Bradley,  ejectment,  39  Mich.  S.  C;  Smith  vs.  Barrie,  in 
which  conditions  in  restraint  of  sales  of  Uquor  was  sustained;  Altman  vs. 
Ritteshofer,  where  it  was  held  that  "  atty.  fees  "  in  promissory  notes  <ie-> 
strayed  their  negotiability;  Hess  vs.  Culver;  Spore  vs.  Green;  Circuit 
Judge,  McCoy  vs.  Brennan;  Murphy  vs.  McGraw;  Merchant's  Bank  vs. 
Smith  (railroad  aid  nott  Ot go  Lake  vs.  Kersten,  on  power  of  tnu  nship 
boards;  Maltby  vs.  Plummci ,  lumbering  contracts,  are  constderetJ  Iculing 
cases.  Taylor  vs.  Bay  City  Street  Railway,  a  case  arising  under  the 
charter  of  Bay  City,  though  decided  against  him  in  the  Circuit,  was  re- 
versed in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan,  and  sustained  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Weadock  was  brought  up  a  Democrat 
and  his  growth  and  studies  dcvclnpcd  and  strcngfthcncd  his  conviction. 
Having  to  win  his  own  way,  witlinnt  money  or  pn  stigi-  or  the  assistance 
afforded  by  influential  friends,  he  appreciated  the  opportunities  which  our 
institutions  afford.  He  has  always  opposed  class  legislation,  and  all 
policies  intended  to  give  wealth  undue  advantages  under  the  law.  In 
every  campaign  since  1874,  he  has  been  on  the  stump  for  Democracy. 
In  that  year  he  made  his  first  political  speech  at  Clare,  Michigan,  in 
support  ot  Hon.  Geo.  Fred.  Lewis  for  Congress.  He  served  m  chairman 
of  the  county  and  city  committees.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
Congressional  Convention  of  1884  and  of  the  joint  Congressional  conven- 
tion when  the  Greenback  party  united  with  the  Democrats.  This  conven- 
tion was  a  notable  one  lasting  from  two  in  the  afternoon  until  half  past 
three  the  following  mnrniiir',  when  Hon.  S.  O.  Fisher,  Democrat,  was 
nominated.  The  ability  and  fairness  of  the  chairman  was  generally 
praised  and  was  a  potent  factor  in  the  successful  result  of  the  work  of  the 
convention.  In  1885  lie  was  permanent  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
State  convention  which  nomin  itcd  Judge  Allen  B.  Morse,  who  was  elected 
by  a  large  majority.  In  1890  Mr.  Weadock  was  iinanimously  nominated, 
at  Alpena,  for  R-jprescntative  in  Congress,  and  was  called  away  from  a 
trial  in  court  at  Bay  City  to  accept  the  nomination.  The  canvass  that 
ensued  was  a  notable  one  in  Michigan.  No  sort  of  personalities  or  partisan 
abuse  was  resorted  to  by  either  the  Republican  candidate  or  his  Demo- 
cratic opponent.  The  discussion  was  confined  to  the  legitimate  issues  of 
the  campaign.    Mr.  Weadock  made  fifty-seven  ^eches  during  the  cam- 
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paign,  speaking  tin  t  r  times,  in  different  places,  the  night  before  election. 
He  was  dcctcd  by  a  plurality  of  1.666.     His  Rt  publican  opponent  was 
Hon.  Walls  .S.  Humphrey,  then  of  Chchf iyc:an,  but  now  a  prominent  a.ii<J 
successful  attorney  at  Siiginaw.    In  Congress  l»e  supported  Hon.  Cliarles 
F.  Crisp  (or  Speaker  in  his  memorable  contest,  served  on  the  Committee 
on  Rivers  and  Harbors,  and  secured  large  appropriations  for  Michigan 
pr  ijLcts.  notably  Saginaw  River  and  the  Petoskey  breakwater,  as  well  as 
Weather  Bureau  stations  at  Middle  and  llrunder  Bay  islaiuls  in  Lake 
Huron.    He  was  the  author  ol  a  bill  increasing  the  pay  ol  the  keepers  and 
surfmen  of  tlic  life  saving  service,  which  became  a  law.    In  1892  he  was 
unanimously  re-nominated  and  after  a  contest  in  which  the  secret  political 
organization  known  as  the  A.  P.  A.  bitterly  opposed  him  by  their  most 
nefarious  methods,  he  was  re-elected,  receivinc^  a  larger  vote  than  at  his 
first  election,  but  the  i^lumlity  bring  smaller  on  account  of  the  fuller  vote 
developed  by  a  presidential  campaign.    In  1893  he  made  an  extensive 
tour  in  Europe,  sailing  from  New  York  to  Genoa,  via  Gibraltar  and  the 
famous  Riviera.     He  visited  Rome,  Naples,  Pompeii,  Florence  and 
Venice.    Having  always  been  an  admirer  of  Napoleon  as  warrior,  ruler 
and  law-maker,  he  viritcd  Campo  Fortnio,  Trc  iso,  Leoben,  Vienna  and 
Pari";,  with  peeuliar  interest.    From  Vienna  he  went  to  Carlsbad,  tiiciicc 
to  iVlayence,  down  the  Rhine  to  Cologne,  thence  to  Brussels,  Paris,  Lon- 
don, Gla^ow,  Belfast,  Dublin,  Wexford,  Cork,  Blarney  Castle,  Killarney, 
Holyhead,  North  Wales  and  Liverpool.    From  there  he  sailed  via  Queens- 
town  for  New  York,  arriving  in  time  for  the  special  session  of  Congress 
held  that  year.     He  visited  many  of  tho  law  courts  and  the  parliaments  of 
England,  France  and  Italy.    In  the  53rd  Congress  he  was  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Mines  and  Mining,  and  the  only  Michigan  member  who  had 
a  chairmanship.    He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Pacific 
Railroads.    He  supported  the  Wilson  tariff  bill,  although  favoring  higher 
duties  than  it  imposed,  voted  for  the  income  tax,  the  repeal  of  the  Sher- 
man law,  the  repeal  of  the  eieciion  laws  and  the  increase  of  the  navy. 
His  most  notable  speech  was  delivered  on  June  8th,  1S94,  in  .support  of 
the  Indian  Appropriation  Bill,  in  which  he  exposed  and  denounced  the 
American  Protective  Association.    The  speech  was  circulated  by  the  hun- 
dred thousand  and  wa-=  wi  lely  read  and  favorably  commented  on.  The 
bill  was  carried  in  the  House  bv  a  vote  of  154  to  2^  and  became  a  law. 
At  this  session  he  secured  the  passage  of  a  law  dividing  the  eastern  district 
of  Michigan  into  northern  and  southern  divisions,  establishing  the  seat  of 
the  northern  division  at  Bay  City.    In  1894  he  declined  a  re-nomination 
for  Congress  in  a  letter  from  which  we  quote,  "  I  desire  to  return  to  my 
profession,  and  havinj.^  found  the  only  office  I  ever  wished  to  hold,  to  be 
in  a  large  measure  a  disaj)pointing,  thankle^^s  task,  I  relinquish  it  without 
regret."    Mr.  Wcadock  was  never  popular  in  the  ordinary  sense.  He 
Stood  unflinchingly  by  his  opinions,  and  while  he  made  strong  friends,  he 
also  made  enemies.    He  expressed  his  views  strongly  but  fairly.  He 
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loved  his  friends  and  fouidit  his  enemies.  His  deep  convictions,  dauntless 
courage  and  unyielding  persistence  are  among  ttie  sources  of  his  power. 
He  always  attributed  his  political  success,  in  a  great  degree,  to  hts  brother 
John  C.  Weadock,  who  managed  both  his  campaigns  with  exceptional 
ability.  In  1896  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  State  at 
large  to  the  Natifnal  Democratic  Conventinn.  In  1895  he  opened  a  law 
office  in  Detroit,  where  he  h  now  enp;agcd  in  the  gtmcraf  practice  of  his 
profession,  lie  has  been  married  twice.  His  first  wife,  Mary  E.  Tarsney, 
died  March  nth,  1889,  leaving  him  three  daughters  and  three  sons.  The 
eldest  son,  Thomas  J.,  is  a  law  student  in  the  University  of  Michigan. 
His  second  wife  was  Miss  Nannie  E.  Curtis,  by  whom  he  has  one  son. 
If  he  has  a  hobby  it  is  his  private  libran,'.  which,  though  not  large,  is  very 
well  selected  and  exceptionally  com))lcte  in  Irish  and  American  history 
and  legal  biography.  His  favorite  author  is  Shakespeare,  his  hero  Napo- 
leon, his  ideal  lawyer  Daniel  O'Connetl. 


GKORGii  W.  WEADOCK,  Saginaw.  George  William  Weadock,  was 
bom  in  St.  Mary's  Auglaize  county,  Ohio,  November  6,  1 853.  His 
parents  emigrated  from  Ireland  three  years  prior  to  that  time  and  settled 
in  Auglaize  county.  He  was  an  ambitious  energetic,  industrious  boy. 
He  as[)ired  to  a  profession  early  and  had  the  pluck  and  perseverance  to 
qualify  himself  by  reading  and  study  fur  an  hoiiurabic  position.  His 
scholastic  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town 
and  finished  in  the  high  school.  He  began  a  course  of  reading  in  law  under 
the  instruction  of  Col.  S.  R.  Mott,  of  St.  Mary's  and  continued  it  under 
the  direction  of  one  of  the  great  lawyers  of  Oliio,  Hon.  Isaiah  Pillars, 
Attornej'  Genera!  of  the  State.  TTe  pursued  his  legal  studies  in  the  Law 
Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  defraying  his  expenses  with 
money  earned  by  himself  at  teaching.  He  went  from  the  University  into 
the  law  office  of  Wilson  &  Weadock,  of  Bay  City,  the  junior  member  of 
the  firm  being  his  brother,  Thomas  A.  E.  Weadock.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  September  1 1 ,  after  an  examination  by  a  committee  appointed 

by  the  ludge  of  the  Circuit  Court.  Immrdiately  thc-ia-aftci  he  settled  in 
Saginaw  and  engaged  in  practice.  The  following  year  he  became  associated 
in  partnership  with  Hon  Timothy  E.  Tarsney  who  some  time  afterwards  rep- 
resented the  district  in  Congress  four  years,  Mr.  Weadock  conducting  the 
business  in  his  absence.  This  co-partnership  was  maintained  fourteen  years 
— until  i8gi.  Mr.  Wradncl:  continued  the  practicealone  until  January  1893, 
when  iie  atirnitted  to  part  lu.i  ship  Miles  J.  PurccU,  who  had  (or  several  years 
been  a  student  inhisoiiicc.  Tlie  firm  as  then  constituted  was  Weadock  & 
Purcell  and  the  same  style  has  been  preserved  to  the  present  time.  Mr. 
Weadock  has  not  at  any  time  limited  his  study  or  practice  to  one  branch 
or  division  of  the  law,  or  to  a  single  line  of  cases.    He  has  engaged  in 
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general  practice;  he  has  participated  in  much  of  the  most  important  liti- 
gation in  which  re^iHentn  of  Saginaw  have  been  interested  since  1877, 
in  both  State  and  Federal  Courts.  The  only  official  position  ever  held  by 
him  was  the  office  of  Mayor  of  Saginaw.  He  was  elected  the  first  mayor 
of  the  consolidated  city  made  up  of  East  S^^inaw  and  Saginaw  City.  It 
became  his  duty  as  the  chief  executive  officer  to  adjust  the  affairs  of  the 
two  corporations  to  the  operations  and  control  of  the  one  central 
government ;  to  extend  and  establish  the  single  government  and 
make  one  city  grow  where  two  had  grown  before.  It  was  a  delicate 
undertaking;  requiring  tact  and  large  executive  ability;  but  the  busi- 
ness of  consolidation  was  carried  successfully  forward.  He  served  two 
terms,  of  one  year  each  from  the*  spring  of  1890  to  92.  The  chief  cause 
of  contention  in  the  organization  of  the  consolidated  CMy  wns  the  carrying 
out  of  the  terms  of  consolidation  in  the  location  oi  public  builtlinc^s  and 
Other  conditions.  Mr.  Weadock  insisting  that  they  should  be  carried  out 
to  the  letter  in  all  things,  both  written  and  unwritten,  that  was  the  pur- 
pose for  which  they  were  made,  and  not  to  be  evaded.  During  his  last 
term  as  mayor  he  insisted  upon  an  investigation  into  the  official  conduct 
of  the  city  clerk,  police  judge  and  pnlicc  court  clerk.  Such  investigation 
resulted  in  the  remox'sl  of  the  city  <  I4  rk  by  tlu:  common  council,  the  police 
judge  was  removed  by  Guvcrnor,  and  his  clerk  resigned,  all  of  said 
officers  having  been  found  guilty  of  malfeasance  in  office.  Mr.  Weadock 
did  not  hesitate  to  remove  them  for  corrupt  practices,  notwithstanding 
they  were  all  members  of  his  own  party,  but  with  him  "public  office  is  a 
public  tn'st,"  is  a  prinrinlr  to  be  enforced  and  not  ignored.  lie  has  ne%'er 
sought  political  ol^ficc  or  consented  to  be  a  candidate  althougli  repeatedly 
solicited  by  his  party  friends  and  associates  to  run  for  Congress,  and  other 
elective  offices,  but  the  law  has  completely  satbfied  his  aspirations.  In 
order  to  obtain  the  highest  position  in  the  profession  and  be  qualified  as  a 
counsellor,  close  application  to  the  books  is  absolutely  essential  and  he 
believes  such  application  is  incoTnpntiblc  with  nfTice  seekinjr  or  office  hold- 
ing. Fidelity  to  clients  whose  interests  are  involved  in  the  tedious  and 
uncertain  processes  of  litigation  is  not  satisfied  with  a  divided  service.  The 
lawyer  must  devote  to  such  interests  the  full  measure  of  his  talents  and 
his  ere  rg ICS.  He  can  do  this  only  by  regarding  the  duties  and  obligations 
of  his  profession  paramount  to  his  personal  ambition  in  politics.  Mr. 
Weadock  is  not  liable  to  the  chnrc^e  of  wr\nt  of  fealty  to  his  party  or  zeal 
in  promoting  its  success.  His  convictions  are  strong  and  he  is  alert  in  the 
assertion  and  exercise  of  his  political  rights.  He  always  assists  his  party 
in  its  campaigns;  he  is  faithful  to  the  duties  of  good  citizenship.  But,  he  is 
a  lawyer  and  not  a  politician.  He  is  careful  in  the  preparation  of  his 
cases  and  the  sifting  of  evidenr*-:  methodical  and  orderly  in  marshalling 
the  evidence  in  the  case  at  Bar,  guarding  every  point  with  alertness  to  see 
that  no  weak  places  are  left.  He  is  quick  to  detect  the  animus  of  a  wit- 
ness, persistent  and  ingenious  in  his  efforts  , to  extract  from  an  unwilling 
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witness  what  he  may  attempt  to  concpa!.  In  arp^ument  he  ts  lucid,  stronff 
and  convincing.  He  is  one  of  the  keenest,  brightest  trial  lawyers  at  the  Bar 
of  Saginaw  county.  As  an  advocate,  he  is  usually  on  excellent  terms 
with  the  jury.  Out  of  court  he  is  a  genial  companionable  gentleman, 
combining  in  his  character,  the  attributes  which  are  sought  in  friend ^lii p. 
In  irliinon  he  is  a  Roman  Catholic;  in  politics  a  Democrat  of  unquestioned 
loyalty.  He  was  married  September  16.  1878  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Tar  luy. 
The  union  was  blessed  with  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  survive;  Louis 
T.,  Geoige  Leo,  John  Vincent,  Bernard  Francis,  Mary  Louise,  Joseph 
Jerome  and  Phillip  Sheridan.  Mrs.  Weadock  died  March  16,  1893,  at  the 
a^c  of  tliirty-seven  years.  Catherine  Elizabeth  and  Raymond  J.  died 
immediately  after  their  motbcr'>.  it  ath.  The  most  laudable  aspiration  of 
Mr.  Weadock  now  is  to  rear  and  educate  bis  six  sons,  so  that  they  will 
become  worthy  citizens,  and  his  young  daughter  be  a  noble  woman. 


JOHN  C.  WEADOCK,  Bay  City.  John  Cuilen  Weadock  was  born  on  a 
farm  near  St.  Mary's,  Ohio,  i-ebruary  18,  i860.  He  was  tlic  youngest  of 
seven  sons  of  Lewis  and  Mary  Cullen  Weadock,  who  removed  from  Ireland 
in  1850,  and  settled  upon  a  farm  near  St.  Mary's.  Young  Weadock 
obtained  hi^  t.uly  mental  training  in  the  district  schools,  and  after  his 
remova!  {•>  i?.iy  City  in  November,  1876,  in  the  Bay  City  high  school. 
After  a  short  time  spent  in  teaching  school  he  determined  to  take  up  the 
study  and  practice  of  law  as  a  profession,  and  to  that  end  entered  the  law 
office  of  his  brother,  Thomas  A.  £.  Weadock,  whose  extensive  practice 
offered  an  opportunity  for  a  thorough  and  general  study  of  the  science. 
Early  in  the  course  of  his  study,  young  Weadock  gave  evidence  of  those 
chararleristics  which  later  wrrc  to  contribute  to  his  success  in  his  chosen 
protession-  He  was  admitted  10  the  Bar  in  1881  and  in  1886  was  married 
to  Miss  Helena  F.  Bertch  of  Lansing,  Michigan.  Shortly  after  his  admis- 
sion to  the  Bar,  he  formed  a  law-  partnership  with  his  brother  under  the 
firm  name  of  T.  A.  E.  &  J.  C.  Weadock,  which  has  continued  in  Bay  City 
to  the  present  time,  gaining  in  the  legal  and  business  world  an  enviable 
reputation  fur  ibility  and  integrity.  The  election  to  Congress  in  1 890  of 
Hon.  Uhomas  A.  E.  Weadock,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm,  who 
devoted  the  greater  portion  of  his  time  to  the  discharge  of  congressional 
duties,  and  whose  term  of  office  covered  the  sessions  of  the  Fifty-second 
and  Fifty-third  Congresses,  threw  upon  the  younger  member  of  the  firm 
theburd*  n  ?  of  a  constantly  increasirnr  business.  With  characteristic  energy 
and  an  upportunity  to  develop  powers  until  now  latent,  he  assumed  the 
additional  burden  devolving  upon  him  and  in  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of 
the  firm  evidenced  those  distinctive  qualities  which  have  placed  him  with 
few  peers  and  no  superiors  at  the  Bar  to  which  but  a  decade  before  he  had 
been  admitted.    Personally  Mr.  Weadock  is  a  man  of  strong  physique  and 
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robust  health.  A  study  of  his  faro  f^iij^gcsts  at  once  energy  and  a  deter- 
mination bordering  on  severity,  the  latter,  however,  being  apparent  rather 
than  real.  Socially,  while  unassuming  and  retiring  in  manner,  he  is  an 
aJTable  and  companionable  gentleman,  whose  personality  invites  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  In  his  home 
life,  he  is  a  good  entertainer,  is  one  of  the  best  whist  players  in  the  city, 
and  enjoys  the  society  of  a  lar^e  circle  of  friends  which  he  hnc  deser\'edly 
acquired,  rolitically  Mr.  Wcadock  has  ever  been  a  Democrat  and  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the*  political  life  of  Bay  City.  He  is  a 
skillful  organizer  and  possesses  in  a  large  degree  those  elements  which  go  so 
far  to  constitute  leadership,  namely,  a  practical  knowledge  of  men  and 
affairs.  He  never  stoops  to  the  base  in  politic^  nml  while  in  contests  for 
party  supremacy  never  a-ks  or  gives  quarter,  the  cauijiaipfn^  in  the  Tenth 
district  which  he  has  conducted  have  been  noted  alike  for  their  political 
purity  and  energy.  Though  he  has  never  been  a  candidate  for  office,  nor 
favored  the  many  requests  of  his  friends  to  allow  his  name  to  be  used  for 
party  preference,  he  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  city  attorney  in  1887,  a 
position  which  he  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and  party  during  the  period 
from  1887  to  1893.  Mr.  Wcadock  is  a  im-inhcr  of  vhi-  H.P.O.E.,  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Bay  City  Club,  the  principal  social  institution  of  the  city,  and 
is  National  vice  president  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians,  the  Michigan 
State  branch  of  which  possesses  one  of  the  best  insurance  systems  of  the 
order,  in  perfecting  which  Mr.  Weadock  has  taken  an  active  part.  He  has 
also  served  as  State  president  of  the  latter  on^Mni/ition.  Professionally 
Mr.  Weadock  possesses  a  calm,  judicial  temperament,  a  keen  perception 
and  an  analytical  mind.  lie  is  a  ready,  skillful  debater,  tactful  and 
resourceful  in  the  management  of  his  cases,  and  is  considered  one  of  the 
best  trial  lawyers  at  the  bar.  «, 


JOHN  M.  BROOKS,  Saginaw.  John  Melville  Brooks  was  bom  February 
12,  1850,  at  Townsend,  Massachusetts,  and  is  a  descendant  of  the  Brookses 
of  New^  England,  a  leading  family  in  the  colonicjt,  who  came  to  New 

England  prior  to  the  American  Revolution.  Members  of  thi-?  family  were 
ver\'  prominent  in  |_niblic  ami  businesH  life.  Tin-  Ameiican  uffiCL-f  and 
statesman,  jolui  Brooks,  LL.l).,  at  one  time  Governor  of  Mas.sachu setts, 
particularly  acquired  fame  during  the  birth  of  our  republic.  Early  in  life, 
even  while  a  medical  student  he  gave  evidence  of  an  aptitude  for  military 
affairs.  When  he  became  a  medical  practitioner  he  settled  at  Reading,  and 
in  the  intervals  of  hh  duties  drilled  a  company  of  minute  men.  When  the 
news  reached  him  of  the  outrage  at  Lexington,  he  summoned  his  men  and 
marched  there,  reaching  it  as  the  British  were  retreating.  His  sturdy 
qualities  found  favor  in  the  eyes  of  Washington,  and  we  soon  find  him 
major  in  the  Continental  army  in  the  fortification  of  Breed's  Hill.  His 
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services  were  valuable  and  in  1777  he  was  made  lieutenant  colonel.  Tti  the 
battle  of  Saratoga  he  stormed  the  breastworks  of  the  FTe^sian'?  and  by  his 
gallant  mnrluct  and  faithful  service  won  the  unmeasured  confidence  of  the 
great  commander,  l  ie  participated  in  the  war  of  1812  as  adjutant-general 
of  Massachusetts.  In  1816  he  was,  by  a  nearly  unanimous  vote,  elected 
Governor  of  Massachusetts,  and  was  each  year  re-elected  until  1823  when 
he  declined  to  accept  the  honor  longer.  Another  sturdy  Brooks  of  this 
pf-riod  was  Peter  Chardon  Brooks,  who  died  at  Boston  in  Januan,-,  1S4Q. 
He  engaged  in  the  business  of  marine  underwriting  and  was  a  remarkably 
successful  business  man.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  municipal  council 
of  Boston  after  its  incorporation  as  a  city  and  was  several  times  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  Senate  of  Massachusetts.  In  his 
capacity  as  a  legislator  he  was  active  in  carrying  to  a  successful  issue 
measures  for  the  suppression  of  lotteries  v.'hich,  at  that  time,  were  ccunre- 
nanccU  by  many  prominent  people  of  uniiucstioned  respectability.  Many 
others  of  the  Brookses  of  New  England  are  not  unknown  to  fame. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject  owned  the  farm  in  Townsend  where  his  son 
John  C.  was  born.  It  lay  on  the  line  between  New  Hampshire  and  Massa- 
chnscfts,  partly  in  one  State  and  partly  in  the  other.  This  «on.  John  C. 
married  Lcfy  Hart,  also  of  Townsend,  and  to  them  was  born  John  Melville 
at  the  date  above  stated,  lie  prepared  for  college  at  Lawrence  Academy, 
Groton,andWesleyan  Academy  at  Wilbraham,  Mass.  In  these  academic 
institutions,  with  the  thoroughness  that  characterizes  the  schools  of  New 
England,  he  began  the  acquirement  of  an  education  that  would  fit  him  for 
future  professional  honors  and  success.  Later  his  father  moved  west  to 
St.  JLouis,  Mo.,  and  our  student  entered  McKendree  College  at  Lebanon, 
Illinois,  from  which  he  graduated  in  187 1.  On  the  completion  of  his  col- 
lege course  he  taught  school  for  one  year  and  then  entered  the  Law  De- 
partment  of  the  University  of  Michigan  where  he  attended  a  course  of 
lectures.  After  his  graduation  from  McKendree  College  he  heg^rin  reading 
law  with  the  intent  of  making  the  practice  of  law  his  life  work.  ( )n  leav- 
ing the  University  of  Michigan,  he  entered  the  law  office  ot  Hucknis  tk 
Sutherland  at  Saginaw,  where  he  studied  the  details  of  his  chosen  profes- 
sion. In  1874,  after  an  examination  by  the  Circuit  Court,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  of  Saginaw  county.  In  1875  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace 
and  in  he  was  made  pohVo  justice.     In  1 879  he  became  associated 

with  Hon.  John  A.  Rdt'ct  in  a  ijuneral  law  practice.  His  association  with 
Mr.  EUget  continued  until  the  latter  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  Tenth 
Judicial  Circuit  in  1889.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  for  the  most  of  the 
time  alone  in  his  practice.  Although  having  an  extensive  practice  and 
large  legal  interests  confided  to  him  he  is  a  public  spirited  citizen  and 
greatly  interested  in  the  well  being  and  progress  of  Saginaw,  his  chosen  home. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  Saginaw  from  1891  to 
1S95.  His  practice  is  general,  except  criminal  matters,  but  he  gives  his 
attention  mainly  to  probate,  real  estate,  commercial  and  corporation  law. 
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He  has  given  these  branches  of  the  law  especially  deep  and  painstaking 

study  nnd  i"-,  one  of  the  ablest  eyponents  of  law  relating  thereto,  of  the 
Saginaw  county  Bar.  lit  is  the  attonic\-  of  two  banks  and  of  a  large 
number  of  corporations  and  merchants  and  also  is  the  representative  of  a 
number  of  large  estates.  In  politics  Mr.  Brooks  is  a  Democrat,  but  while 
active  to  further  the  best  interests  of  his  party  he  has  never  held  office  ex- 
cept as  stated,  and  has  steadily  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for  political 
office.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  Mr.  Brooks  chosc  as  his 
help-matr  in  life  Luella  J.  Dadmun  of  Hoston,  the  cslc-emed  nnd  accom- 
plished daughter  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Dadmun  for  twcniy-livc  years  chaplain 
and  superintendent  of  Deer  Island  Reformatory  in  Boston  Harbor,  a  man 
known,  loved,  and  respected  throughout  New  England,  and  one  who  stands 
high  in  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Two  sons  have  blessed  their  union  and  in 
them  the  intellipfence  of  their  parents  is  mirrored,  giving  promises  of  lives 
of  honor  and  usefulness;  William  C.  is  in  the  .senior  class  of  the  Saguiaw, 
East  Side,  high  school  and  Melville  D.,  a  youth  of  eleven  years,  also  shows 
marked  aptitude  in  his  studies.  It  is  not,  however,  as  an  able  attorney 
only,  that  Mr.  Brooks  is  known.  In  addition  to  his  extensive  legal  prac- 
tice  he  has  engaged  in  buildii^  operations  on  a  lai^e  scale  and  has  been  the 
means  of  enablinj^;  over  one  htmdred  families  to  obtain  comfortRble  homes. 
These  he  has  erected  and  sold  to  people  of  humble  means  on  easy  pay- 
ments, thus  providing  homes  for  hundreds  of  poor  but  industrious  people 
who  did  not  have  even  a  building  lot  or  the  means  with  which  to  purchase 
one  in  the  ordinary  way.  He  was  the  pioneer  in  this  work  in  Saginaw  and 
has  aided  materially  in  the  development  of  the  city  and  also  the  happiness 
of  his  fellow  men.  It  is  a  well  known  fact  tliat  tiiosc  persons  aio  the  best 
citizens  who  own  their  homes.  By  the  ownership  of  a  home  people  come 
more  closely  into  touch  with  their  surroundings  and  have  more  at  stake  in 
the  community.  The  possession  of  a  home  also  tends  to  inculcate  habits 
of  industiy  and  thrift.  Measured  by  his  labors  in  this  direction  Mr.  Brooks 
may  truly  be  said  to  be  a  valued  citizen.  Ap  an  attorney  he  is  essentially 
an  office  lawyer,  preferring-  the  adjustment  rather  th.an  the  litiEfatinc-r  of 
disputes.  His  efforts  have  been  directed  to  keeping  people  oui  of  the 
courts  and  his  success  in  his  business  attests  the  confidence  reposed  in  his 
judgment  and  management  as  manifested  in  the  magnitude  of  the  interests 
confided  to  his  charge.  They  are  tangible  and  eloquent  evidence  of  his 
success  and  of  the  appreciation  of  his  effort,  on  the  part  of  a  larf^e  and  in- 
fluential clientage.  He  is  a  carelui,  slin  wd  and  conscientious  advisor,  a 
good  business  manager,  a  wdl  read  lawyer  and  a  courteous  and  ahable  gen- 
tleman. 
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HENRY  M.  DUFFIELD,  Detroit.    Colonel  Duffield  bears  an  honored 
name,  which  has  come  down  to  him  from  illustrious  ancestors,  and  which 
has  suffered  no  stain  at  his  hands.    His  father  was  the  Reyerend  Doctor 
George  DuflReld,  who  was  so  intimately  idtntified  with  the  rclit'^ious  life  of 
Detroit  for  nearly  thirty  years  as  the  beloved  pastor  of  the  i-irst  Prc'^hy- 
terian  Church,  from  1838  until  the  day  of  his  death  in  1868.    He  was  a 
native  of  Strasburg,  Pennsylvania,  bom  July  4,  1794.    Rev.  Gcoige  Duf- 
field, great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  in  association  with  Bishop  White, 
served  as  Chaplain  of  the  first  United  States  Congress,  and  at  a  later  date 
officiated  in  the  same  capacity  in  the  Continental  Army.     His  son,  the 
grandfather  of  Cohjnel  Duffield,  v/ri'-  promiin  nt  in  the  commercial  circles 
of  Philadelphia,  and  his  financial  repuiaiion  was  enhanced  by  his  occupancy 
for  nine  years  of  the  office  of  Comptroller-General  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  Isabella  Graham  (Bethune)  Duffield.    She  was 
born  October  22,  l'799,  and  died  in  Detroit  Novt  rr  hcr  3,  1871.    She  also 
belnn-rd  f-n  a  family  of  affairs,  her  father,  D.  In  thune,  Esq.,  standing 
high  HI  the  mercantile  circles  of  New  York.   .Uur  subject  was  graduated 
from  I  lie  Detroit  city  schools,  in  the  class  of  1858.    He  spent  a  year  in 
the  University  of  Michigan  and  in  1859  he  entered  the  junior  class  of 
Williams  College  in  Massachusetts  and  was  graduated  in  1861.    By  this 
time  thr  Civil  War  had  burst  upon  the  cnnntn%  and  our  young  collegiate 
was  quick  to  respond  to  the  call  of  his  country.     He  enlisted  in  the  Ninth 
Regiment,  Micliigan  Infantry,  and  against  his  name  at  Williams  stands  the 
honorable  distinction  of  being  the  first  student  to  enlist  from  that  venerable 
college.    Our  subject  made  an  excellent  record  as  a  soldier.    Enlisting  as 
a  private,  he  was  soon  made  adjutant  of  his  regiment.    He  participated  in 
some  of  the  most  serious  battles  of  the  war,  and  everywhere  bore  himself 
with  the  utmost  courage.    At  Murfreesbo!  o  lie  v,  ,is  under  the  eye  of  his 
brother,  Uencral  W.  W.  Duffield,  wiiere  that  distinguished  oihcer  was 
twice  wounded,  and  was  taken  prisoner.    He  was  not  long  detained  in 
Southern  prisons,  being  exchanged  in  less  than  three  months.    On  his 
return  to  service,  he  was  detailed  to  act  as  assistant  adjutant-general  of  all 
the  forces  in  the  Department  of  Kentucky,  and  ro=e  rapidly  to  be  assistant 
adjutant  tjencral  of  the  Twenty-Third  Brigade  in  the  Arsny  of  the  Cum- 
berland.   In  1863  he  was  on  the  personal  staff  of  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 
and  was  with  him  in  all  the  fierce  and  terrible  engagements  of  that  year. 
He  was  serving  as  post  adjutant  at  Chattanooga,  when  it  was  invested  by 
General  Bragg.    Under  tlu  direction  of  Gen.  John  G.  Parkhurst,  he  issued 
the  orders  for  the  establisliinij  of  the  Ch.attanooga  National  Cemetery'. 
The  plans  were  sanctioned  by  General  Thomas,  and  out  of  them  has 
grown  that  comprehensive  scheme  by  which  the  sites  of  nearly  all  the 
greater  battles  of  the  war  are  now  occupied  by  national  cemeteries,  and 
the  ashes  of  the  illustrious  dead  sleep  on  the  fields  that  their  bravery  made 
conspicuous.    Colonel  Duffield  was  wounded  at  Chickamauga  and  bore  a 
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liaiitl  in  nearly  all  the  hard  fijuijjht  battles  of  the  central  west  —  Nashville, 
Chattanooga,  Missionary  Ridge,  Resaca,  and  Atlanta.  His  period  of 
service  expired  October  14,  1864,  and  feeling  that  there  was  no  question 
about  the  utter  collapse  of  the  great  rebellion  as  soon  as  weather  should 
permit  the  resumption  of  operations  in  the  spring,  he  did  not  re-enlist. 
He  returned  to  Detroit,  and  at  once  began  the  reading  of  law  under  the 
dirif^ction  of  his  hrnther  D.  Bcthune  Duffield,  with  whom  he  formed  a 
partnership  as  soon  as  he  passed  the  necessary  examination,  and  was 
admitted  to  practice.  This  was  in  April,  1863.  The  short  time  occupied 
in  preliminary  study  is  a  good  illustration  of  the  earnestness  and  applica- 
tion with  which  Colonel  Duflield  addresses  himself  to  any  matter  before 
him.     In  the  i)i<ifcssion  he  has  achieved  marked  success,  not  only  in 

the  city  cotiii-;.  but  in  the  State,  Federal  and  SLinreme  courts  as  well. 
He  was  ottkiai  atiorncy  tur  the  boai'd  of  education  from  1866  to  1S71,  and 
for  two  terms  he  was  corporation  counsel  of  the  City  of  Detroit.  He  has 
been  connected  with  some  of  the  most  noted  cases  that  have  gone  through 
the  courts  of  the  State,  as  well  as  tin  I  hiited  States  Circuit  and  Supreme 
courts,  and  has  always  acquitted  himself  as  a  master  spirit  in  hi-^  profes- 
cion.  He  \vn9.  one  nt  the  counsel  in  the  celebrated  Detroit  Street  Railway 
litigation.  In  him  seem  to  have  been  mingled  about  all  the  elements  that 
make  the  successful  lawyer.  He  is  a  Republican  and  has  much  to  do 
with  the  management  of  party  affairs.  He  was  a  candidate  for  Congress 
in  1876,  but  was  defeated  by  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams,  though  he  received 
thirteen  hundred  votes  in  excess  of  those  cast  for  President  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  that  year.  His  friends  have  sought  to  put  him  in  nomination 
for  other  positions  since  that  time,  but  he  has  uniformly  declined.  His 
wide  familiarity  with  all  that  concerns  the  life  of  a  soldier  was  recognized 
by  his  appointment  on  the  military  board  of  Michigan,  where  he  serve  *! 
until  1889.  He  was  appointpd  in  1874,  and  durinc^  the  ]n^t  seven  years  of 
service  on  the  board  was  its  pre';ident.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Michigan 
Military  Academy.  As  a  man  of  business  he  .is  remarkably  successful. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Bell  Telephone  Company,  interested  in  the 
American  Exchange  National  Bank,  and  has  money  invested  in  other 
important  enterprises.  Colonel  Duffie]<]  is  popular  with  his  comrades  in 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  belongs  to  the  society  of  that  name,  and 
was  their  orator  at  the  anniversaiy  meeting  of  1889  at  Washington.  He 
was  selected  by  tiie  Governor  of  Michigan  to  deliver  the  address  on  the 
occasion  of  the  dedication  of  the  monument  to  Michigan's  soldiers,  erected 
by  the  State  on  the  battlefield  of  Chickamauga.  This  address  contains 
much  that  would  not  be  inappropriate  to  quote  in  a  biographical  sketch, 
but  the  limited  spare  ami  the  professional  character  of  this  work  precludes 
its  use.  While  Colonel  Dufheld  was  still  a  soldier  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Frances  Pitts,  daughter  of  Samuel  Pitts  and  Sarah  Merrill,  the  wedding 
occurring  December  29,  1863.  They  are  the  parents  of  seven  children. 
One  of  them,  Divte  B.  Duflfield,  has  been  admitted  to  the  Bar  and  is 
associated  with  his  father  in  business. 
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GEORGE  H.  HOPKINS.  iKtmit.  Tlon.  George  H.  Hopkins  is  of 
English  Hescerit  through  aiu  Lstors  prominent  in  the  colonial  historv  of 
Connecticut,  nearly  three  hundred  years  ago»  He  is  a  descendant  of  John 
Hopkins,  who  emigrated  from  Coventry,  Warwick  county,  England,  about 
1632,  settled  in  Massachusetts  near  Boston  and  soon  after  moved  to  Con- 
necticut. The  colonial  records  perpetuate  the  historical  fact  that  he  was 
the  original  owner  of  the  land  on  whtch  the  Hnrtfnrd  colony  was  establislied, 
in  1632.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  faniil\  in  Anu  rica  and  his  descendants 
are  scattered  tla rough  many  States.  Some  ot  liicm  arc  probably  still  resi- 
dents of  the  original  settlement  in  Connecticut  named  Hopkins  in  honor  of 
the  first  emigrant.  One  of  them,  Erastus  Hopkins,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Oneida  county,  New  York,  m  1804.  Subsequently  he 
lived  in  Steuben  county,  in  the  same  State.  He  married  in  January,  1828, 
in  Steuben  county,  Lydia  Ann  Parker,  who  died  at  their  new  home  in 
Michigan,  January,  1838.  In  May,  i83gr,  he  married  Climene  Clark,  also 
of  Steuben  county.  She  died  November  i,  1864.  The  children  of  the 
first  marriage  were  William  Wadsworth,  Lyman  Cutting,  Ralph  Willis, 
Mark  I  yman  and  D  sn  Gilbert.  Lyman  and  Mark  died  in  childhood. 
Willi, uii  w.i-:  ;i  n:i-m',)cr  of  the  Fifth  Michif^an  rav;iln'  finriiu;  tlie  War  of 
tlie  Rebellion,  lie  died  m  1871.  Ralph  is  living  at  Wyandotte,  Michigan. 
Dan  was  a  member  of  the  Seventeenth  Michigan  Infantry  and  was  mortally 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  South  Mountain,  September  14,  1862.  The 
children  of  the  src -  ixl  marriage  were  George  Hiram,  Lydia  Climene  and 
Charles  riaik.  Lydia  is  living  with  her  brother  George.  Charles  is  a  L\crk 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan.  Erastus  Hopkms  removed  with  his 
young  family  in  a  wagon  to  Michigan  in  1834,  more  than  two  centuries 
after  his  ancestors  first  settled  in  Ameriea.  The  territory  of  Michigan  was 
then  sparsely  populated ;  comforts  were  few  and  luxuries  unknown  in  the 
forests  of  the  interior.  He  bought  land  in  the  township  of  White  Lake,  in 
Oakland  county,  on  which  he  cleared  a  farm  and  resided  until  hi=i  death,  in 
1876,  On  this  farm  George  H.  Hopkins  was  born,  November  7,  1842, 
and  there  he  passed  the  first  eighteen  years  of  his  life.  He  enjoyed  only 
the  limited  advantages  of  the  countiy  district  schools  and  made  the  best 
possible  use  of  them.  In  every  such  district,  however  primitive  and 
isolated,  maybe  found  at  least  one  boy  who  aspires;  who  is  not  content  to 
rest  upon  the  possible  Jtrqnirements  of  the  neighborhood;  whose  aspiration 
is  only  the  forehand  courier  of  a  purpose  to  seek  larger  opportunities  and 
whose  will  finds  the  means  of  executing  his  purpose.  Young  Hopkins  was 
such  a  boy.  He  realized  early  that  he  must  depend  upon  himself  for  the 
promotion  of  his  ambition,  and  had  recourse  to  the  bridge  which  has  carried 
so  many  capable  boys  from  the  hard  work  of  the  farm  and  narrow  boun- 
daries of  rural  school  dtbtrict  into  the  illimitable  boundaries  of  the  [)rofe«sion 
of  law.  In  short  he  qualified  himself  lor  a  sciiooi  teacher  and  found 
employment  when  eighteen  years  old  in  the  common  schools  of  Oakland 


aoS  BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  MICHIGAN. 

county,  where  he  tkught  two  winters.  With  the  waives  thus  earned  he  paid 
his  way  in  the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilami.  whither  he  went  in  the 
spring  of  1862,  after  one  term  at  I'ontiac  union  school.  It  was  at  the  time 
when  the  second  stage  of  the  war  fever  was  raging  and  the  martial  spirit  of 
college  boys  was  aroused.  In  August  of  that  year  this  spirit  wras  so  strong 
as  to  almost  depopulate  the  University  of  Michigan  and  the  State  Normal 
School.  Young  Hopkins,  with  a  number  of  companion-.,  enlisted,  and  the 
number  of  students  was  sufficiejit  to  nearly  fill  a  company  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Michigan  Infantry.  From  that  time  until  the  close  of  the  war  he 
was  at  the  front.  His  regiment  was  as  brave  as  any  in  the  service  and  the 
student  company  was  not  wanting  in  valor.  The  Seventeenth  was  assigned 
to  the  Ninth  Army  Corps  and  fought  in  the  Maryland  battles  of  1862,  the 
Fredericksburg  Campaign  in  the  wintr-  of  ]"62-^,  In  Kentucky  in  April 
and  May,  1863,  at  the  S'wr^e  of  Vicksburi.r  in  June,  the  Jackson,  Mississippi 
Campaign  in  July,  1865,  and  at  Knoxville  and  the  East  Tennessee  Cam- 
paign in  the  fall  and  winter  of  1863-4;  was  in  the  campaigns  and  battles  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  1864-5,  which  culminated  at  Appomatox. 
During  all  this  time,  and  until  the  clo^e  of  the  war,  George  H.  Hopkins 
was  a  .soldier,  cnrrying  his  gun  and  knapsack  through  all  the  campaijjns. 
He  peKfornieti  every  duty  faithfully  and  when  the  war  was  ended  was  mui»- 
tered  out  honorably.  He  had  not  ceased  to  cherish  the  purpose  to  com- 
plete his  education  and  enter  the  profession  of  law.  On  his  return  from 
the  field  he  re-entered  the  Normal  School  and  pursued  his  studies  to 
graduation  with  the  class  of  1867.  From  there  he  went  to  the  T"ni\'ersity 
of  Michigan  and  took  up  some  studies  in  the  Literan'  Df'iKirtmeiit  tor  the 
first  year  md  then  entered  the  Law  Department.  He  was  graduated  as  a 
Bachelor  of  Laws  in  187 1,  having  in  the  meantime  served  as  deputy  United 
States  marshal  and  taken  the  enumeration  of  a  district  for  the  United 
States  census  in  1870.  Upon  his  admission  to  the  Bar  he  wisely  chose 
Detroit  as  offering  the  best  inducements  in  the  character  of  business  and 
the  associations  of  men  for  a  yount;  man  lo  en^noe  in  the  practice  of  law. 
He  made  favorable  acquaintances,  secured  business  and  won  friends.  He 
held  the  position  of  assistant  attorney  for  the  Detroit  and  Milwaukee  Rail- 
road Company  for  eight  years.  His  agreeable  manners  and  talent  for 
politics  attracted  the  attention  of  political  leaders.  He  was  chosen  as 
private  secretary  of  Governor  Bagley  upon  the  latter's  accession  to  the 
gubernatorial  office  served  with  marked  ability  during  that  Governor's  two 
terms,  1873-76,  and  liicn,  by  special  request,  as  a  personal  favor  to  Gov- 
ernor Crosswell,  served  in  the  same  capacity  during  the  first  session  of  the 
Legislature,  after  Crosswell's  mauguration.  The  following  year  Mr.  Hop- 
kins was  elected  to  represent  Detroit  in  the  Legislature,  having  sufficient 
popularity  to  win  when  nearly  all  other  candidates  on  the  Republican 
ticket  were  defeated.  In  the  House  he  rendered  valuable  service  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  and  member  of  the  committee  on 
railroads.    He  was  re-elected  in  1880,  and  during  the  session  which  fol- 
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lowed  served  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  University  of  Micliigan. 
His  acquaintance  throughout  the  Staff  p^nve  him  an  advantage  which  he 
was  -sufficiently  diplomatic  to  utiliiw;  to  its  utmost.  He  secured  the  passage 
of  a  bill  introduced  by  himself  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  new  library 
building  for  the  University.  In  1882  he  was  elected  for  a  third  .term  and 
went  to  Lansing  with  the  confidence  of  his  party  and  ability,  largely  aug- 
mented by  experience,  for  effective  work  as  a  lcin"?1r\tnr.  He  was  honored 
with  election  as  speaker  pro  tfm  and  ay?pniii:rd  to  the  most  important 
committee  chairmanship  in  the  oody  —  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
judiciary.  He  also  rendered  effective  service  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  State  Public  School  and  committee  on  State  Library.  A 
valuable  service  which  he  rendered  to  the  State  and  the  city  of  Detroit  was 
in  securing  the  pa??^av^o  of  the  bill  providing  for  maintainance  of  tlie  State 
militia,  and  anothin  bill  empowering  the  city  of  Detroit  to  purchase  and 
improve  Belle  Isle  as  a  city  park.  In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the 
measure  last  mentioned  Detroit  has  provided  for  her  citizens,  and  one  of 
the  attractions  for  visitors,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  park,  in  the  country. 
Mr.  Hopkins  is  also  accredited  with  the  authorship  and  passage  of  a 
bin  crentiTH];  a  jury  commission  in  Wnyn*"  county,  which  is  of  trans- 
cendant  importance  as  a  means  ot  promoting  the  ends  of  justice-  He 
served  on  the  military  staff  of  Governor  Alger  as  lieutenant  colonel  and 
assistant  inspector  general.  Latterly  most  of  his  time  has  been  occupied 
with  business  and  commercial  affairs.  He  was  appointed  one  of  the  trus- 
tees and  executors  of  the  will  of  Governor  Bagley.  nnd  as  the  estate  was 
large  and  the  property  scattered,  and  most  of  the  management  of  the 
estate  under  the  will  devolved  upon  him,  he  was  gradually  drawn  away 
from  his  practice  until  his  time  has  become  entirely  absorbed  in  other 
affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  many  of  the  import- 
ant manufactories  and  private  corporations  of  Detroit.  In  his  investments 
and  manag^-rri'-Tit  of  business  enterprises  he  displays  rare  tact  and  judgment. 
His  activity  m  politics  began  soon  after  attaining  his  majority.  In  1878, 
and  again  m  1888,  he  was  chairman  of  the  Republican  State  Central  Com- 
mittee. Executive  ability  of  the  highest  order  was  exhibited  in  his  man- 
agement of  the  campaigns.  His  knowledge  of  men  and  capacity  for  affairs 
make  him  strong  in  leadership.  In  1890  he  was  appointed  collector  of  cus- 
toms for  the  poit  (  ,f  Detroit  by  President  Harrison,  and  served  four  years. 
His  social  traits  are  strongly  evidenced  by  membership  in  the  Detroit  Club, 
the  Yondotega  Club»  the  Fellowcraft  Club,  the  Michigan  Club,  Lake  St. 
Clair  Fishing  and  Shooting  Qub,  Audubon  Club,  the  Detroit  Boat  Club. 
He  is  also  an  active  member  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  having 
held  the  position  of  commander  f>f  Detroit  Post  No.  384-  He  was  adjutant 
general  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  during  the  time  that  General 
Alger  mim  commander  in  chief.  For  three  years  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  National  Council  of  Administration  G.A.R. 
He  is  also  a  Mason,  a  member  of  the  Scottish  Rite  and  Mystic  Shrine. 
H 
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Few  dttzens  of  Detroit  have  larger  influence  than  Mr.  Hopkins  and  the 
activities  of  few  have  been  directed  more  usefully  and  advantageously  to 

the  city  of  Detroit  and  the  State  of  Michigan.  He  is  one  of  the  stronj^, 
capable  and  successful  men  whose  public  record  in  the  character  of  its 
achievements  is  equalled  by  the  stainless  reputation  of  his  private  life. 


CHAKLES  K.  LATHAM,  Detroit.  Charles  K(-lIo<;>,^  Latham  was  born 
May  2,  1847,  near  Canandaigua,  in  the  State  of  New  York.  1  he  family  of 
Latham  settled  at  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts,  with  the  first  English 
settlers  after  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  on  Plymouth  Rcick.  Members  of 
the  family,  both  in  England  and  America,  have  ranked  high  as  scholars, 
authors  and  statesmen.  The  name  is  so  uncommon  that  those  bearing  it 
generally  have  little  difRculty  in  tracing  tlieir  lineage  to  a  common  ancestry. 
The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  prepared  for  college  at  Canandaigua  Acad- 
emy. He  taught  school  in  one  of  the  country  districts  at  the  age  of 
seventeen;  was  principal  of  one  of  the  Canandaigua  village  schools  at 
nineteen  and  was  employed  as  one  of  the  teachers  of  the  Academy  at 
twenty.  He  entered  the  University  of  Michigan  in  the  sophomore  class 
in  September,  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 

Arts,  in  1871.  The  University  has  since  conferred  upon  him  the  degrees 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws  and  Master  of  Arts,  the  former  in  1872  and  the  latter 
in  1876.  He  was  superintendent  of  schools  for  the  city  of  Charlotte, 
Eaton  co\inty,  for  two  years,  from  Septemher,  1872,  to  Jnly,  1^74.  He 
began  the  practice  of  iaw  in  Charlotte  in  July,  {874,  and  cdutinued  it  until 
September,  1876,  when  he  was  chosen  principal  of  the  higii  school  01  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana,  where  he  remained  until  July,  1879.  He  then  located  in 
Detroit  and  since  that  time  has  been  engaged  continuously  in  the  practice 
of  law.  While  attending  to  a  remunerative  law  practice  he  has  been  inter- 
ested in  several  successful  business  enterprises,  among  which  are  himberlng, 
manufacturing  and  baiikmg.  He  is  at  this  time  (,1896)  vice  president  and 
attorney  of  the  Central  Savings  Bank  of  Detroit  and  president  of  the 
board  of  commissioners  of  parks  and  boulevards  of  the  city.  Having  been 
appointed  a  commissioner  in  1893  by  Mayor  Pingree,  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  his  appointment  was  immediately  confirmed  by  the  common  council. 
Politically  Mr,  Latham  has  always  been  associated  wilh  the  Democratic 
party.  He  holds  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  exercise  the  elective 
franchise,  but  has  always  steadily  refused  to  become  interested  in  politics 
as  a  candidate  for  office.  In  1869,  while  away  from  home  at  college,  the 
people  of  his  native  town  of  Goiham  Ontario  county,  New  York,  elected 
him  its  collector  of  taxes,  and  neighboring;  farmer?  furnished  the  required 
bond  of  $32,000.  This  is  the  only  political  office  to  which  he  was  ever 
elected.  In  his  whole  career  he  has  maintained  the  reputation  of  being 
conscientious,  pamstaking,  and  unflinchingly  honest  and  upright  in  all  of 
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his  dealings.  He  has  won  an  honorable  position  at  the  Bar,  where  he  is 
the  recipient  of  the  esteem  and  good  will  of  his  brother  lawyers.  His 

clientapfc  ropr<»scnt:f^  large  moneyed  interests  and  his  practice  has  taken  him 
into  many  circuits  outside  of  Dtrtroit,  as  wd!  as  into  other  Statei?  and  the 
Federal  Courts.  He  is  strongly  averse  lo  anything  that  partakes  of  adver- 
tisement of  himself  or  display  in  his  professional  work.  In  the  prime  of  life, 
sound  and  strong  of  body,  there  is  for  him  the  assurance  of  many  years  of 
continued  prosperity.  He  has  been  married  twice:  First,  in  1873,  to 
Mary  E.  Bodine,  who  died  in  1877,  and  second,  in  to  Frances  A, 

Wormer,  his  present  wife.  He  has  one  son,  born  of  his  first  wife,  Everett 
Bodine  Latham. 


HENRY  A.  CHANRV,  btc  of  De-tmit.     Henry  Allen  Ch.mey  was  born 
in  Burlinj^ton,  Vcrnioiu,    |ul\-  14,   1848,  and  died  in   iJctroit,  June  14, 
1894.    His  father,  the  late  Henry  Chaney,  was  widely  Icnowft  as  an  educa- 
tor, both  in  New  England  and  Michigan ;  was  for  many  years  a  member  of 
the  faculty  of  the  University  of  Vermont;  moved  to  Detroit  in  1858  and 
organized  the  Detroit  High  School,  of  which  he  became  first  principal. 
He  was  also  the  first  librarian  of  the  Detroit  Public  Library.    His  son's 
youth  was  hii)fh!y  favored  with  the  companinn<^htp  of  good  books  and  the 
refinement  and  accomplishments  ol  the  schools.  By  association  and  instruc- 
tion Henry  became  familiar  in  early  boyhood  with  many  of  the  important 
and  interesting  problems  of  practical  education.    By  inherited  tendencies 
no  less  than  by  early  training  the  bent  of  his  mind  was  essentially  literary. 
His  application  as  a  student  was  none  the  less  severe  because  of  his  facility 
in  the  ncqMirement  of  knowledge.     He  was  graduated  from  the  Detroit 
high  school  at  seventeen,  from  the  University  of  Mirliigan  at  t\vent\  -onc. 
Upon  completion  of  the  full  classical  course,  and  from  the  Law  Department 
of  the  University  two  years  later.    He  was  at  once  admitted  to  the  Bar, 
well  qualified  for  practice.    By  the  felicitous  expression  of  his  thoughts  in 
written  composition  he  had  already  gained  reputation  as  a  writer,  and  two 
years  next  succeeding  hi<^  f^radnation  in  law  were  passed  as  a  member  of 
tlie  editorial  staff  of  the  L>ctri>ii,   />//'//;/■•.     In  187s  he  published  a  record 
of  the  Law  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  a  year  later  a 
Digest  of  the  Reports  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan,  and  in  1877  a 
Notary's  Manual.    The  same  year  he  accepted  the  office  of  reporter  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  which  position  he  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and  accept- 
ability to  the  profession  until  1886.    He  resigned  the  reporter's  office  in 
order  to  devote  himself  to  private  practice.     His  literary  trend  and  talent 
for  authorship,  however,  again  drew  nim  into  ilie  literature  of  the  law.  In 
18S9,  associated  with  Albert  P.  Jacobs,  he  prepared  and  published  in  two 
volumes  a  digest  of  decisions  of  the  Michigan  Supreme  Court,  which  was 
followed  by  a  third  volume  in  1893.  Mr.  Chaney,  although  a  ready  writer. 
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was  not'  a  superficial  one.    He  possessed  originality  of  thought  and  his 

learning  was  proftmnd  on  many  subjects.  His  frequent  newspaper  contri- 
butions and  numerous  magazine  articles,  in  addition  to  publications  on 
legal  topics,  bear  witness  to  his  versatility  and  industry.  He  was  a  prime 
factor  in  the  organization  of  the  Alumni  Society  of  the  Detroit  high  school 
and  participated  actively  in  it  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  serving  as 
president  of  the  society  and  as  orator.  His  friendliness  to  the  cause  of 
education  was  also  manifested  in  other  ways.  From  1889  to  i8qi  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Detroit  board  of  education  and  devoted  his  energies  with 
the  enthusiasm  of  youth  to  promote  the  usefulness  of  common  schools  and 
secure  honesty  in  their  management.  For  several  years  he  was  professor 
of  medical  jurisprudence  in  the  Michigan  College  of  Medicine.  He  was 
also  a  vault  d  nirmber  of  the  board  of  council  of  the  Protestant  Orphan 
Asyluin.  In  1877  he  was  married  to  Miss  Frances  M.  Hall  of  Detroit, 
Five  children  were  born  of  the  union;  Edmund  Hall,  Isabella  Catyl, 
Emetine  Cochran,  Henry  Francis,  and  George  Hall.  Mr.  Chaney's  life 
was  frank  and  manly.  He  was  not  a  man  of  pretense,  but  of  action.  His 
performance  always  more  than  sustained  his  promise.  His  chief  concern 
was  with  the  intellectual  and  moral  forces,  as  applicable  to  existing;  condi- 
tions. His  sensihilit irs  wen:  fine;  his  mental  conceptions  of  honor  high, 
and  all  recognized  the  nobility  of  his  private  and  professional  life.  There 
was  nothing  artful  or  studied  in  his  demeanor.  On  the  contrary  his  social 
intercourse  was  marked  by  a  spontaneity  which  made  him  a  charming 
companion.  His  conversation  sparkled  with  humor,  but  there  was  never  a 
sting  to  his  witticism.  A  delicate  con'^ideration  for  the  sensitiveness  and 
the  opinions  of  others  afforded  a  guarantee  that  the  former  should  not  be 
wounded,  or  the  latter  needlessly  assailed.  It  was  never  in  his  heart  or 
purpose  to  infringe  upon  the  rights  of  others.  He  was  therefore  sincerely 
loved  and  his  early  death  was  deeply  deplored. 


JULIAN  G.  DICKINSON,  Detroit.  Mr,  Dickinson  was  bom  at  Ham- 
butg,  New  York,  November  20,  1843.  His  parents  removed  to  Michigan, 
settling  at  Jonesville  where  they  remained  until  1857,  when  they  removed 
to  Jackson.  Michigan.  Julian  attended  the  Union  schools  at  Jonesville 
and  Jackson,  and  received  in  them  an  education  upon  which  his  industry 
and  determination  builded  a  broad  and  hberal  intelligence.  When  in 
July,  1862,  an  additional  call  was  made  for  volunteers  for  the  war,  he  en> 
listed  in  the  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry,  then  oiganizing  at  Detroit,  and  in 
September,  1862,  joined  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  secretaries  in  the  adjutant's  office,  pi  omijted  to  serc^eant, 
and  subsequently  to  sergeant  major  of  the  regiment,  and  after  the  battle  at 
Kingston,  Georgia,  where  he  distii^uished  himself  in  battle,  he  was  com- 
missioned first  lieutenant  and  adjutant  of  the  r^ment.    He  took  part  in 
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eig'hty  battles  and  marched  over  ten  thousand  m^v^  during  his  term  of 
service,  a  record  of  which,  covering  the  period  from  July,  '62,  to  August, 
'65,  would  include  the  most  important  engagements  and  movements  of  the 
army  in  Tennessee,  Alabama  and  Georgia.    To  him  belongs  the  honor  of 
closing  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  by  personally  arresting  Jefferson  Davis, 
Chief  of  the  Confederacy,  at  Ironville,  Georgia,  on  the  loth  day  of  May, 
1865.    The  fugitive  IVf^ident  of  the  Confederacy  was  seeking  to  escape, 
disguised  in  the  dress  and  shawl  of  a  woman,  when,  hatted  by  Lieut. 
Dickinson  and  ordered  into  the  tent  from  which  he  had  but  a  minute 
before  emeiged  and  over  which  the  young  lieutenant,  realizing  the  impor- 
tance of  his  capture,  at  once  stationed  a  guard.    For  this  service  he  wa^ 
mentioned  in  special  reports  to  the  Secretary  of  War  by  Lieutenant  (  oi- 
ohlI  B.  D.  Pritchard  and  General  J.  H.  Wilson,  and  was  commissioned 
brevet  captain  of  U.  S,  Volunteers  and  captain  of  cavalry  by  Governor 
Crapo.    He  was  mustered  out  of  service  August  15,  1865.  .  His  experi- 
ence in  the  field  had  served  to  strengthen  his  frame  and  mature  his  mind, 
so  that  entering  the  army  a  mere  boy  just  pns«ed  eighteen  years  of  age  a 
private  in  the  ranks,  he  returned  from  the  war  wearing  the  uniform  of  a 
captain  and  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  importance  of  life's  duties,  the 
obligation  of  man  to  man,  the  utility  of  promptness  and  accura<y,  and  of 
implicit  obedience  to  constituted  authority.    He  had  improved  his  time  in 
the  army  to  read  assiduously  everything  he  could  procure,  and  ha\  in-  dc 
termined  to  enter  the  profession  of  law  as  his  lifewnrk  he  lost  no  time  in 
completmg  his  education.    Tit  October,  1865,  he  entered  the  Law  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan.    In  1866  he  became  a  student  in  the 
law  office  of  Moore  &  GriflRn  at  Detroit,  where  he  remained  until  1868, 
having  been  admitted  to  the  Bar  meanwhile,  in  October,  1867,  on  exam- 
ination before  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan.    In  1868  he 
fonnfd  a  partnership  with  Horace  E.  Burt  and  18^9  with  Don  M.  Dick- 
inson, which  latter  firm  was  dissolved  in  1873.     He  has  since  continued 
in  the  practice  of  law  at  Detroit  without  partners.    In  1882,  on  motion 
of  Hon.  Nathaniel  Wilson,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  conducted  the  case  of  Densmore  vs.  Mat- 
thews, 109  U.  S.  R.,  whicli  was  the  first  case  in  the  United  States  Su- 
preme Court  appealt^i  fmni  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan.    Mr.  Dick- 
inson's practice  has  been  oi  a  general  character,  and  has  embraced  many 
important  cases  involving  large  interests.    The  records  of  the  Supreme 
Court  afford  abundant  evidence  of  his  honorable  and  successful  career. 
Mr.  Dickinson  is  a  hard  and  painstaking  student,  preparing  his  cases  with 
great  thoroughne<;s;  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  duty  to  his  clients 
and  at  the  =a-nr  time  fully  ulivu  to  honor,  justice  and  truth.    He  is  of 
kindly  nature,  sympathetic  and  courteous  in  his  bearing.    Mr.  Dickinson 
was  married  June  25,  1878,  to  Clara  M.,  daughter  of  H.  R.  Johnson,  of 
Detroit.    They  have  an  interesting  family  of  six  children — Alfred,  Thorn- 
ton, Julian,  PhUip,  Stanley  and  Clara.    The  home  circle  reflects  the  loving 
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character  o{  his  wifi-,  whilr  Christian  inrtueiicc  Uii<njyh  the  Central  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  of  which  both  parents  are  members,  is  molding 
the  character  of  the  future  citizens  of  the  republic  in  this  home  of  the 
patriot  soldier  lawyer. 


GEORGE  X.  M.  COLLIER,  Detroit.  Mr.  Collier  was  born  in  Clare- 
mont.  New  Hampshire,  September  27,  1838.  His  father,  Charles  S.  Col- 
lier, was  a  native  of  Charleston,  New  Hampshire,  and  a  carriage  manufac- 

ttirrr.  The  Colliers  were  of  English  origin  and  settled  in  New  England 
Lt  in  early  day.  His  mother,  Eliza  Currier,  born  in  the  same  ccmini-y  and 
Slate,  was  of  Scotch  descent,  and  her  maternal  anceston»  were  connected 
with  the  Clan  Campbell.  With  such  sturdy,  resolute  ancestry  a  man  is 
well  started  in  life  at  his  birth.  Geoxge  X.  M.  Collier  passed  his  boyhood 
until  fifteen  years  of  age  in  his  native  State,  where  ho  attend,  d  the  public 
scbno!<;  and  became  proficient  in  academic  studies.  The  family  removed 
to  Miihi|j;aii  iti  and  settled  in  Pontiac,  where  his  father  died  the  fol- 

lowing year.  He  aiiciided  the  University  of  Michigan  for  a  while  and 
was  fortunate  in  being  permitted  to  study  law  in  the  ofKce  and  under  the 
instruction,  at  Marshall,  of  the  late  D.  Darwin  Hughes,  one  of  the  ablest 
and  most  distinguished  lawyers  of  Michigan.  Elarly  contact  with  such  a 
man  and  stich  a  law>'er  was  of  inestimable  value  to  the  law  student.  Tlie 
advantage  did  not  consist  alone  in  the  preceptor's  capacity  to  teach  the 
principles  of  the  law,  but  was  enhanced  by  his  personality,  wliich.  as  an 
example,  inspired  high  ideals.  Later  Mr.  Collier  studied  in  the  office 
with  Governor  Wtsner,  of  Pontiac.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1866 
and  entered  upon  the  practice  at  once.  For  thirty  years  he  has  been 
devoted  to  his  profession  without  reserve.  The  phosphorescent  halo 
whicli  surrounds  the  public  official  has  not  turned  his  head,  nor  have  the 
Pinchbeck  rewards  of  public  office  enticed  him  from  the  straight  path  in 
which  he  had  chosen  to  walk.  He  held  firmly  to  the  law  and  through  the 
succeeding  years  has  gained  a  reputation  and  made  for  himself  a  place 
high  amontj  the  capable  lawyers  of  the  State.  Tl  may  be  remnrki  d  as  a 
fact  somewikat  peculiar  that  Mr.  Collier  is  most  widely  known,  and  has 
acquired  his  greatejit  repuuition,  a>.  a  criminal  lawyer,  when  his  cases  in 
the  Criminal  Courts  do  not  aggregate  more  than  one-tenth  the  number  of 
his  civil  cases.  The  explanation  of  this  is  probably  found  in  the  excep- 
tional notoriety  that  attends  the  trial  of  criminals  and  the  distinctive  im- 
portance of  many  case?;  of  that  character  with  which  he  has  been  connected. 
He  was  counsel  for  Mrs.  l^ope,  defendant,  charged  uith  the  murder  of  her 
husband,  and  convicted.  He  was  counsel  for  William  Considinc  m  the 
Perrien  abduction  case,  and  secured  the  acquittal  of  his  client.  The 
dockets  of  the  Recorder's  Court  show  a  large  number  of  murder  cases  in 
which  he  appeared  for  the  defendant;  but  the  dockets  of  the  Civil  Courts 
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contain  his  name  as  attorney  for  the  plaintiff    -r  (U  fendant  in  a  hundred 
cases  at  the  present  time.    One  of  the  most  noteworthy  cases  with  'vhieh 
he  has  been  connected  took  him  to  Europe  some  years  ago,  and  he  ina- 
proved  the  occasion  to  make  an  extended  tour  of  the  Continent.  His 
client  was  Madame  von  Brenen»  an  Italian  lady,  who  had  secured  a  divorce 
from  her  husband  in  a  Michigan  court.    She  was  a  member  of  the  titled 
family,  Salvini,  in  Italy,  and  had  Inherited,  prior  to  her  marriage,  Tarc^e 
estates  in  that  country.    As  she  belonged  to  the  Catholic  church,  and 
the  estates  were  situated  in  a  Catholic  country,  she  was  unable  to  control 
the  property  unless  the  decree  of  divorce  obtained  in  Michigan  should  be 
affirmed  by  the  courts  of  Italy.    Up  to  that  time  neither  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  nor  the  Italian  Government  had  ever  recognized  the  law 
of  divorce  in  the  States.     Mr.  Collier  succeeded  in  securing  an  affirmation 
by  the  courts  of  Italy  of  the  decree  obtained  in  Michigan  for  his  clicat, 
securing  to  her  all  property  rights,  real  and  personal.    This  case  estab- 
lished a  precedent,  and  affirmed  the  supremacy  of  Civil  Law  over  Ecclesi- 
astic authority  in  Catholic  countries.    Mr.  Collier  has,  during  the  years 
that  have  been  mainly  absorbed  in  labor  connected  with  his  profession, 
given  much  attention  to  literRtuie,     He  has  kept  abreast  of  the  times  in 
historical,  literary  and  scientinc  research,  and  has  found  recreation  in  such 
reading.    As  to  his  methods  in  the  law,  one  of  the  oldest  practitioners 
of  Detroit,  who  is  familiar  with  his  career,  speaks  of  him  as  careful  and 
discriminating  in  the  collection  of  the  facts  in  a  case  and  powerful  and  con- 
vincing in  the  presentation  of  them.    He  posses.ses  the  art  of  so  arranpjing 
the  facts  in  tlicir  relation  to  each  other  as  to  flash  upon  the  minds  of  his 
listeners  the  result  he  wishes ;  consequently  he  is  much  sought  after  by 
clients  and  achieves  many  successes.    In  1873      married  Miss  Jennie  M. 
Brown,  of  Troy,  New  York,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Emma  Willard's  Semi- 
nary of  that  city,  and  a  daughter  of  William  Turpin  Brown,  who,  in  early 
life,  was  a  merchant  of  New  York  City.     He  wa<^  connected  with  the  l  ur- 
pins,  one  of  the  oldest  New  York  families,  who  possessed  quite  a  large- 
estate  in  land  and  slaves,  and  from  whom   Wm.  Turpin  Brown  inherited 
quite  an  amount  in  real  estate.    There  is  one  child  of  this  marriage,  F. 
lone  B.  Collier. 


NATHANIEL  H.  STEWART,  Kalamazoo.  Mr.  Stewart  belongs  to  an 
ancient  and  time-honored  race.    He  traces  his  pedigree  back  to  the  time 

of  Henry  VIII,  when  the  original  name  Steward  was  changed  to  tlia?  of 
Stesvart.  Through  camp  and  court  his  ancestors  have  passed,  distinguished 
tor  bravery  and  courage,  with  scarcely  a  generation  but  has  been  marked 
as  giving  one  illustrious  name,  at  least,  to  the  annals  of  Scottish  history. 
Akin  to  the  royal  family,  according  to  tradition.  Sir  Charies  Stewart 
utterly  refused  to  Frenchify  his  name  by  dropping  the         and  inserting 
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U,  as  did  Mary  and  many  of  his  more  humble  cousins.    This  line  of 
Stewart  needs  not  the  claim  of  royal  kinship  to  embi-nish  its  record.  That 
was  made  and  maintained  by  sturdy  courage,  independence  and  iove  of 
native  land.    When  Prince  Charley  landed  on  Scottish  soil  in  174$,  and 
rallied  his  followers  about  htm,  one  branch  of  this  family,  Charles  Nelson, 
espoused  his  cause,  at  the  sacrifice  of  his  own  life  and  loss  of  estates.  A 
son  named  Charles  sought  the  shores  of  America  in  1780  and  settled  in  the 
Mohawk  Valley.     A  son  of  this  brancli  of  the  family  called  "Captain 
Charley  '  married  Leah  Hutchinson,  granddaughter  of  Major  John  K. 
Little,  a  hero  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  who  served  through  that  entire 
war  and  was  placed  in  command  of  the  fort  at  Johnstown,  New  York. 
Their  eldest  ^       is  named  Charles  Nelson.    He  developed  all  the  strong 
traits  of  both  branches  of  his  family,  and  was  a  man  of  great  intellectual 
power  and  force.    Hi^  early  training  was  for  the  Presbyterian  ministry, 
under  the  tutorage  ot  Doctor  lioosic,  then  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
Scotch  preachers  in  the  Presbj^erian  pulpit ;  but  after  reaching  his  majority 
his  talents  were  devoted  to  business.    He  manufactured  wagons,  con- 
structed large  manufacturing  plants  and  machinerj'  for  their  operation. 
He  was  an  orijrinal  desityner  and  practical  master  of  this  an.  Charles 
Nelson  Stewart  married  for  his  first  wife  Jane  Andrus,  of  tlie  old  New 
England  Andrus  family,  by  whom  he  had  four  children:  Mary,  Emily, 
Caroline  and  Charles.    After  her  death  he  married  her  sister,  Pauline 
Westgate  Andrus,  by  whom  he  had  four  children :  George  Andrus,  Nathan- 
iel H.,  our  subject,  Lyman  S.  and  Kate.    Nathaniel  H.  Stewart  may  be 
pardoned  the  pride  with  which  he  points  to  his  ancestry;  but,  from  his 
birth,  he  seems  to  have  drunk  in  the  pure  American  spirit  and  sentiment 
of  the  constitution  of  his  country;  that  the  people  are  the  real  sovereigns. 
He  believes  in  the  sentiment  expressed  by  Robert  Bums,  his  favorite  poet, 
that  "the  honest  man,  though  e'er  sae  poor,  is  king  o'  men  for  a*  that." 
H<:  was  born  at  Johnstown,  Fulton  county.  New  York.  July  20,  1H47,  and 
until  May  4,  i86S,  spent  his  time  at  school  and  in  his  father's  shops  and 
mills.   He  became  familiar  with  the  use  of  all  kinds  of  tools  and  machinery 
in  wood  or  iron;  could  operate  the  old  style  flour  and  grist  mill,  as  well  as 
work  at  the  bench.    His  great  physical  strength  and  courage  made  him 
the  ideal  of  his  companions;  and,  although  possessing  rather  a  violent 
temper,  he  was  controlled  by  the  rij^ht.     His  sympathies  were  easily 
moved;  the  sight  of  suffering  or  a  kind  word  would  melt  him  to  tears. 
Early  in  life  he  determined  to  study  law.    Endowed  with  a  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence and  self-respect  to  such  an  extent  as  to  seem  at  times  abrupt 
and  h.irsh.  h<:  v. as  well  calculated  to  face  the  world  alone.    With  $30  in 
his  pocket  h«-  left  his  native  town  on  the  morning  of  May       186?,  and 
arrived  in  the  then  village  of  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  on  tlie  following  day, 
with  about  1^7 .    It  was  sufficient  lor  his  immediate  wants  and,  by  his  own 
push  and  energy,  he  sustained  himself  without  assistance.    About  June  i 
of  that  year  he  entered  the  law  office  of  ex>U.  S.  Senator  Charles  E.  Stuart, 
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Edwards  &  May.  For  some  time  yoting  Stewart  slept  on  the  bare  floor  of 
what  is  now  hi«  private  office,  until,  by  copying,  and  odd  joh<;  he  was  able 
to  pay  for  a  better  lodging.  He  preferred  the  floor  for  a  bed  to  being  any 
man's  debtor.  His  clothes  had  become  pretty  well  worn  out  by  March  i, 
1869,  and  he  was  unable  to  pay  for  a  new  wardrobe.  In  the  emergency 
he  went  to  PlainwcH,  a  small  town  twelve  miles  north  of  Kalamazoo,  and 
took  charge  of  an  elevator  and  produce  house  that  had  just  been  established 
there,  kept  the  book.s,  li  iught  grain,  took  a  hand  with  employees  in  hand- 
ling trucks,  sacks  of  gram,  barrels  of  lime,  salt,  etc.  Here  he  won  the 
esteem  and  admiration  of  all  the  men  about  him  by  his  kind  treatment  of 
them  and  the  exhibition  of  his  remarkable  strength.  He  remained  just  one 
year  at  seventy-five  dollars  per  month  and  so  husbanded  his  resources 
that  he  was  able  to  return  to  the  old  law  office  and  pursue  his  studies,  until 
the  new  firm  of  Edwards  &  Shei  wood  was  formed  m  the  fall  of  1 870.  Mr. 
May  had  been  elected  attorney  general  of  the  State  and  Senator  Stuart 
had  retired  on  account  of  ill  health.  Appreciating  his  native  ability, 
capacity  and  aptitude  for  the  profession,  Edwards  &  Sherwood  made  a 
contract  with  him  at  a  salary  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollnrs  a 
year  for  three  years.  In  March,  1872,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  11  his 
first  examination  and  long  before  his  three  years  had  expired,  judge 
Sherwood,  the  trial  lawyer  of  the  firm,  had  Mr.  Stewart  with  him  to  assist 
in  every  case  tried,  either  in  state  or  federal  courts.  Messrs.  Edwards  & 
Sherwood  were  the  attorneys  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company, 
and  as  that  branch  of  litigation  v,  as  heavy,  Mr.  Stewart  g^ave  especial  at- 
tention to  it.  He  became  prohcient  in  all  the  details  of  railroad  litigation, 
and  when  he  left  the  old  firm  of  Edwards  &  Sherwood  was  retained  by  that 
company  as  one  of  its  attorneys  at  Kalamazoo.  About  a  year  after  the 
expiration  of  his  contract  and  his  withdrawal  from  the  firm  to  engage  in 
practice  on  his  own  account  the  firm  of  Edwards  &  Sherwood  was  dis- 
solved, .111(1  at  once  Mr.  Stewart  was  invited  by  Mr.  Eciwaids  to  join  him 
in  a  partnership  whicli  .succeeded  to  the  old  business.  Mr.  Stewart  was 
retained  as  the  local  attorney  of  the  Chicago  and  Grand  Trunk  Railroad, 
and  the  Michigan  Central,  and  he  continues  to  hold  both  positions.  His 
practice  in  the  line  of  corporations  and  patents  is  large  and  lucrative, 
and  he  is  very  successful.  Through  his  entire  career  he  has  kept  the  reso- 
lution formed  in  boyhood  to  pay  as  he  gt»es.  Without  a  single  excej)ri,,n, 
thus  far,  he  has  never  been  the  debtor  of  any  one,  but  always  paid  cash 
for  everjrthing,  even  the  household  expenses.  He  attributes  his  success  in 
life,  financially,  very  lately  to  strict  adherence  te  this  rule.  From  the 
time  he  slept  on  the  floor  in  the  office  to  the  present  time  lie  has  never  ex- 
perienced the  .sensation  of  owin^,^  any  man  for  anything.  When  he  received 
little  he  spent  less,  lie  is  convinced  tiiat  many  young  men  make  fan u re  , 
because  they  will  not  observe  the  rules  of  self-dependence,  industr>  aiui 
economy.  December  14,  187$,  he  married  Ella  Frances  Gates,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Chauncey  and  Jane  Gates,  who  came  to  Kalamazoo  from  Water- 
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town,  New  York,  in  the  summer  of  1868.  Mr.  Gates  was  a  hxge  manu- 
facturer of  morocco.  As  a  result  of  this  marriage  two  sons  %vcre  born ; 
Donald  Argyle,  August  3,  1882,  and  Gordon  L.,  July  12,  1885.  His 
children  from  birth  have  bccii  his  idols.  All  who  have  observed  his  fam- 
ily life  are  impressed  with  the  sympathy  and  confidence  and  mutjial  love 
between  parent  and  child.  The  home  life  is  ideal.  His  children  are  his 
companions.  No  human  tie  ecu  '  l  dearer,  no  bond  closer.  It  is  an 
illustration  of  the  stren<?^th  of  manly  ciiaracter  and  devotion  to  an  object 
worthy  of  love.  'I  hough  it  would  scarcely  be  fair  to  call  Mr.  Stewart  a 
politician,  yet  he  has  during  all  of  his  adult  life  been  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party  and  usually  been  active  in  the  man^ment  of  its  con- 
ventions and  support  of  its  candidates.  On  different  occasions  he  has,  at 
the  call  of  the  State  Central  Committee,  canvassed  the  State  and  spoken 
in  every  section.  He  is  a  public  speaker  of  more  than  usual  force  and 
capacity.  He  was  chairman  and  manager  ot  the  Congressional  campaign 
of  1882,  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  George  L.  Yaple  to  congress 
over  J.  C.  Burrows,  and  it  is  the  more  noteworthy  from  the  fact  that  it  is 
the  isolated  instance  of  the  election  of  a  democratic  congressman  in  the 
district  since  the  war.  It  was  due  to  his  shrewdness  and  successful  mrviiip- 
ulation  that  Burrows  was  beat<"n  hy  a  m^.iorit\"  of  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight,  when  the  normal  republican  majority  was  five  thousand  in  the  dis- 
trict. All  of  the  Democratic  candidates  for  Supreme  Judge  and  two 
regents  of  the  State  University  were  elected  at  the  spring  state  election 
in  1S83.  He  managed  the  campaign  in  place  of  chairman  of  the  State 
Central  Committee,  hy  rrqupst  of  tho  cnndidatep,  and  wliile  it  was  at  first 
ron»;idered  a  forlorn  liopc,  the  whole  asjjrct  of  tlio  can\'..ss  was  changed 
within  a  week  after  Mr.  Stewart  took  ciiarge.  His  energy,  enthusiasm 
and  talent  for  details  inspired  hope  and  courage  in .  every  one  that  came 
into  his  presence.  His  plans  were  inaugurated  under  his  own  supervision 
by  day  and  n^ht,  and  he  did  not  permit  himself  to  sleep  at  all  for  three 
successive  nights  until  the  entire  <;chpmp  wf)«  in  working  order.  The 
whole  state  ticket  was  elected — the  tirst  clean  sweep  the  democrats  had 
after  the  war.  This  great  victory  following  closely  his  management  of 
the  election  of  George  L.  Yaple  to  congress  the  fall  before  placed  htm  at 
the  head  of  the  competent  party  leaders  in  the  state.  In  1894  he  was 
nominated  as  the  democratic  candidate  for  congress  and  made  the  can- 
vass ag-ainst  Mr.  Burrows,  running  ahead  of  his  ticket,  but  not  enough  to 
carry  the  district.  If  his  success  as  a  lawyer  is  measured  by  the  accumu- 
lation of  property  as  the  result  of  practice,  then  indeed  has  he  been  suc- 
cessful. Independence  and  self-reliance  are  well  defined  among  his  char- 
acteristics. They  were  evidenced  first  by  his  leaving  home  during  his 
minority,  and  have  been  marked  ever  since.  .Although  his  education  in 
school  was  limited,  his  «clf  cuhure  has  bciai  quite  extended.  He  has 
traveled  through  every  State  and  Territory  of  the  Union,  including 
Alaska.    As  a  reader  of  literature  he  likes  authors  who  appeal  to  the  heart 
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and  the  sympathies,  and  reads  and  commits  poetry  for  the  soul  there  is 
in  it  rather  than  for  its  mechanical  perfection.  He  tht^refore  prefers 
''Bobby"  Burns  to  Fope.  Umar  Khayyam's  RubSiy^t,  as  translated  by 
Fit^^eratd,  is  one  of  his  favorites,  and  has  been  committed  in  its  entirety 
by  him.  This  great  production  he  recites  in  extenso  with  a  charm  and  a 
relish  that  always  captivates  his  hearers.  He  has  devoted  time  enough  to 
the  study  of  rhetoric  to  be  able  to  sfatc  ^^mnothly  what  he  ^^ays  with 
force.  He  speaks  with  clearness  and  positivci.css.  There  arc  no  neutral 
tints  in  his  d^aracter,  neither  is  there  temporizing  in  liis  speech.  He  for- 
mulates his  own  opinions  without  waiting  for  a  cue,  and  maintains  them 
with  a  courage  of  conviction  and  tenacity  of  a  Scotchman.  His  vocabu- 
lary abounds  in  robust  Anglo-Saxon  words  employed  to  expres.s  positive 
views  without  emiivocntion  or  ambigui". y.  He  does  not  hesitate  to  call  a 
spade  by  its  faniiiiar  name.  He  believes  that  words  are  the  instruments 
to  expres-sing  thoughts,  not  concealing  them;  therefore  he  would  succeed 
better  as  a  commander  than  a  diplomatist,  better  as  a  Napoleon  than  a 
Talleyrand.  And  yet  he  is  very  smooth  in  diplomacy.  With  all  of  his 
positiveness  and  farce  in  leadership  he  has  a  vein  of  gentleness  and  refine- 
ment such  as  IS  not  infrequently  associated  witii  stalwart  virility.  He  is 
an  admirer  of  the  beautiful  in  art  and  nature,  loves  paintings  and  poetry 
and  flowers.  Withal  he  is  a  strong,  active,  energetic  man,  pressing  a  legal 
contention  with  shrewdness  and  persistence,  or  manipulating  the  elements 
in  a  political  contest  with  ma^sterfn!  ski!!  and  keen  insight  into  the  motives 
whicii  are  tlie  mainspring  of  human  action. 


WILLIAM  SHAKESPEARE,  Kalamazoo,  Mr.  Shakespeare  has  lived 
all  of  bis  life,  except  the  iirst  year,  in  Michigan.  He  was  born  at  Paris, 
Ohio,  April  7,  1844,  and  came  to  Kalamazoo  county  with  his  parents  May 
5,  1845.  As  soon  as  he  had  reached  the  common  school  age  he  studied 
in  the  puhlic  schools  at  Kalamazoo  until  twelve  years  old.  He  then  en- 
tered tin  'fr/ixri7f'/!  printinf.-  ofFire  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  printer's 
ttai]c,  and  remained  ihcre  ^ix  n.onths.  Immediately  afterwards  he  became 
an  apprentice  in  the  oftice  of  the  Kalamazoo  Gasi'Ut;,  This  affords  one  of 
the  best  opportunities  of  acquiring  general  information,  and  any  boy  who 
spends  a  few  years  in  the  office  of  a  newspaper,  with  eyes  and  ears  open, 
can  scarcely  fail  of  acquiring  a  liberal  education.  In  connection  with  the 
printer's  art  the  boy  took  up  the  ■^tudy  of  hooklceepJng,  and  when  he  was 
able  to  take  care  of  a  set  of  books  in  a  satisfactory  maimer  went  to  Me- 
dina, Ohio,  where  he  attended  Barnard's  Academy,  paying  his  expenses 
meanwhile  by  keeping  books.  He  was  graduated  in  i860  at  the  ^  of 
sixteen ;  clerked  in  a  store  for  about  one  year,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
enlisted  in  the  Second  Michigan  Infantry,  April  12,  1861,  and  wan  mti<;- 
tered  into  the  United  States  service  on  the  25th  of  the  following  month. 
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He  served  over  three  years  and  was  mustered  out  June  6.  1S64,  on  accmint 
of  disability  occnsioncd  by  p;un?;hot  wounds.         <iii  indication  of  his  will 
power  and  endurance  it  may  be  stated  tliat  he  was  shot  seven  times  during 
the  charge  in  front  of  Jackson,  Mississippi,  both  of  his  thighs  were  broken 
and  shattered,  and  he  waited  thirty-three  days  until  he  had  reached  the 
hospital  at  Qncinnati  before  his  wounds  received  attention.    During  this 
long  period  of  suffering  and  the  still  longer  period  of  slow  rrniperation  in 
the  hospital,  his  fortitude  equaled  his  cournw  in  battle.     His  good  con- 
stitution, inlieritcd  from  worthy  ancestors  and  retu:.a.l  10  die  to  oblige 
the  surgeons  are  responsible  for  his  subsequent  history  quite  as  much  as 
the  skillful  treatment  and  care  received  from  Doctor  Norton  in  the  hospi- 
tal.   On  arriving  at  his  home  he  served  as  clerk  in  the  office  of  provost 
marshal  until  the  close  of  the  war.    At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  becnmc 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Kalamazoo  Gaseth ,  v\  ith  which  he  had  been 
connected  as  a  lad,  retaining  control  of  the  same  tor  a  period  of  two  years. 
The  corameicial  instinct,  strong  in  his  nature,  led  him  into  the  mercantile 
business  in  1867,  which  was  continued  eleven  years.    From  early  boy- 
hood, however,  he  had  cherished  an  ambition  to  become  a  lawyer  and 
qualified  himself  tn  enter  tlio  profession  in  1878,  having  studied  the  text 
boolfs  while  carrying  on  hib  business  as  a  mercliant.     Almost  immedi- 
ately after  his  admission  to  the  Bar  he  formed  a  partnership  with  N.  A. 
Balch,  Esq.,  who  was  one  of  the  most  learned  and  successful  lawyers  at 
the  Kalamazoo  Bar,  with  whom  he  remained  until  the  latter  retired  from 
practice.    Among  the  important  cases  with  \diicli  Mr  S!iikespcare  has 
been  connected  and  which  he  won   in  the  hii^ier  courts  ar;:  the  "Rice 
Will  Ca?p  "  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan.    The  "  Markham  Will 
Case ' '  in  tiie  Court  of  Appeals  in  New  York.    The  "  Brown  Ejectment 
Suit,"  the  decision  fixing  "when  the  right  of  tenant  by  courtesy  termi- 
nated   in  Michigan.    Mr.  Shakespeare  has  alwajw  taken  an  active  inter- 
est in  politics  and  given  hi-  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party.    He  has 
received  several  nominations  at  the  hiuids  of  iiis  party,  including  two  for 
Seci  ctary  of  State.    He  was  appointed  Brigadier  General  and  Quarter- 
master of  State  Troops  in  188 1.    He  is  a  good  lawyer,  a  successful  busi- 
ness man,  and  has  acquired  valuable  property.    He  has  been  a  factor  in 
building  up  the  material  interests  of  the  community.    He  was  married  in 
August,  1867,  to  Miss  Lydia  A.  Dnel-Markham.    His  social  disposition 
and  good  fellowship  ire  attested  by  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  and  the  Michigan  Society  of  Political  Science.    During  the 
SUte  Encampment  of  the  G.  A.  R.  at  Owosso  in  1894  he  delivered  an 
eloquent  address  in  which  he  took  occasion  to  criticise  the  administration 
for  its  record  on  the  subject  of  pensions.    The  criticism  wa<=  <-videntIy  felt 
in  Waslunglon,  as  his  own  pension  was  reduced  soon  afterwards,  but  sub- 
sequL.titly  restored  .itier  a  vei  \'  earnest  contest  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
District  of  Columbia.    He  is  still  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Kalamazoo  with  a  very  large  and  growing  business. 
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BENJAMIN  F.  HECKERT.  Mr.  Heckert  has  been  judge  of  Frobate 
for  VanBurui  county  since  1888.  He  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Wayne  county, 
Ohio,  March  29,  1 840.  His  father  died  when  he  was  only  four  years  of 
age,  which  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  rely  upon  his  own  judgment 

and  resources  at  a  time  when  the  occupation  and  future  onrsr  r,f  a  hoy  are 
usually  plnnned  and  directed  for  him.  l.ivinLr  on  a  farm  he  was  cmplnyed 
at  planting  and  gathtiiing  crops,  and  aLLciuling  the  district  school  between 
seasons,  until  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  then  entered  the 
academy  at  Canaan  where  he  remained  two  years,  maintaining  himself 
meanwhile  by  manual  labor.  AmlMti  >u$  to  acquire  a  liberal  education,  he 
had  no  false  pride  and  wn^  not  ashamed  to  engage  in  any  honorable  work, 
provulofl  it  rommandctl  sufficient  compensation  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
tuition  and  board.  From  the  academy  he  went  into  the  school  room  as  a 
teacher  well  qualified  by  knowledge  and  self  discipline  to  take  charge  of  the 
district  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  birth-place  and  continued  in  this  em- 
ployment about  two  years,  until  the  rebellion  opened.  He  responded  to 
the  first  call  of  the  president  for  volunteers  and  was  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  with  the  Sixteentli  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  April  20,  1861.  For  three  years  and  six  months  thereafter  his 
life  and  services  were  dedicated  to  his  country.  Enlisting  as  a  private  he 
was  soon  promoted  to  orderly  sergeant,  and  February  3,  1862,  to  second 
lieutenant;  and  was  again  promoted  May  9,  1864,  to  the  rank  of  first 
lieutenint.  He  u';i>?  captured  hy  the  enemy  at  Chickasaw  Bayou,  Decem- 
ber 29,  i.So2,  coiirined  in  the  military  prisons  at  V^icksburg  and  Jackson, 
Mississippi,  and  finally  at  Libby  in  Richmond  where  he  remained  until 
exchanged  May  8,  1863.  An  incident  of  peculiar  interest  arid  importance, 
of  which  sei^eant  Heckert  was  the  hero,  occurred  while  he  was  serving  in 
Virginia.  Having  been  sent  out  in  charge  of  a  scouting  expedition  he 
captured  an  uncle,  the  brother  of  his  father,  and  marched  him  into  the 
Union  camp  a  prisoner.  Here  he  presented  the  cause  of  the  national  gov- 
ernment with  such  eloquence  and  convincing  argument  as  induced  his  rela- 
tive to  renounce  the  Confederacy  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
United  States.  Virginia  wa=^  the  native  State  of  the  family  and  a  portion 
of  tlie  members  of  it  wtio  remamed  there  became  tiioroia^hly  imbued  witli 
the  pernicious  doctrine  which  makes  the  State  paramount  to  the  national 
authority,  while  the  other  portion  took  the  national  view  and  were  as  luyal 
to  the  government  as  any  northern  men.  At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr. 
Heckert  returned  to  his  home  and  for  two  years  afterwards  attended  college 
at  Haycsvillc,  Ohio.  He  then  entered  the  law  department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1868.  Immediately 
afterwards  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan. 
The  decision  to  enter  the  profession  of  law  was  not  without  due  considera- 
tion. He  had  cherished  from  boyhood  an  ambition  to  become  a  lawyer 
and  even  the  vicissitudes  of  war  had  not  removed  from  his  mind  the  desire 
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or  mterfcrod  with  the  determination  finally  acted  upon  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity. He  commenced  the  practice  of  law  at  South  Haven  where  he 
located  May  2$,  1869.  Although  the  scope  of  his  practice  was  general, 
embracing  all  kinds  of  civil  business  as  well  as  criminal  cases,  he  had  a 
decided  preference  for  the  latter.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  the 
management  of  such  cases  and  lias  been  counsel  for  defendants  charged 
with  all  fTfadrq  of  offenses.  Among  the  numerou'^,  important  criminal 
cases  with  which  he  lias  been  connected  that  of  Henry  Howland  may  be 
mentioned.  The  defendant  was  charged  with  killing  his  father  and  owed 
his  acquittal  to  the  shrewd  man^ement  of  bis  counsel  when  the  public 
sentiment  of  the  community  was  strongly  against  him.  In  1872  Judge 
Hfckcrt  na?  elected  Circuit  Court  Commissioner,  holding  the  position  two 
years.  In  1874  he  was  appointed  Prnseruttn;^  Atfnrnc\'  for  the  unexpired 
portion  of  a  term ;  was  then  elected  to  the  same  office  three  consecutive 
terms.  In  1888  he  was  elected  Judge  of  Probate.  Politically  Judge 
Heckert  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  party  whose  interests  he  has  been 
active  in  promoting.  At  various  times  he  has  acted  as  chairman  of  central 
and  campaitm  committees  and  served  a?  delegate  in  State,  coni^rrssional 
and  other  conventions.  He  is  a  member  oi  the  Masonic  order ;  lias  received 
the  32nd  degree  of  Scottish  rite  masonr>'  and  been  initiated  in  the  Ancient 
Arabic  Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Michigan  State  Bar  Association.  As  a  lawyer  he  has  been  successful,  not 
only  in  the  management  of  cases,  but  also  in  maintaining  an  irreproachable 
personal  character  and  a  high  standard  of  profes<^ional  ethics.  He  was 
married  in  i868  to  Miss  £miiy  M.  Barr  and  has  a  daughter,  Bessie,  age 
seven  years.  J  udge  Heckert  is  intensely  American  in  all  his  traits  and 
impulses.  His  ancestors  emigrated  from  Baden,  Germany,  in  1731,  and 
settled  in  Maryland,  where  they  remained  until  the  family  became  quite 
numerotj*;.  Smne  of  them  fought  in  the  war  for  independence.  From 
Maryland  some  of  the  family  went  into  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania.  Jiid;:;;c 
Hcckert's  father  belonged  to  the  Virginia  branch  ot  the  family  and  early  in 
life,  became  so  incensed  at  the  injustice  of  slavery  that  he  moved  into  the 
new  State  of  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  a  section  of  land,  and  established 
a  home  for  himself  and  family.  He  took  part  in  laying  the  foundations  on 
which  the  free  institutions  of  that  great  commonwealth  now  rest.  Strongly 
imbued  by  nature  with  sentiments  of  religion  and  reverence  for  God  in  the 
midst  of  the  free  air  of  his  new  home,  embowered  within  primeval  forests,  he 
reared  his  family,  impressing  upon  their  young  minds  a  realization  of  the 
blessings  of  religious  liberty.  The  enduring  benefits  springing  from  State 
institutions  divorced  from  the  church,  firmly  imbedded  in  the  mortar  of 
liberty — in  reli«Tio'j?  thottr;fht,  freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  the  press, 
freedom  to  make  the  race  of  lite  unshackled  and  the  most  ample  oppor- 
tunity to  develop  the  mind  and  acquire  a  liberal  education.  The  character 
and  manliness  of  such  a  father  could  not  fail  to  mould  the  character  of  the 
son.    Anything  that  savors  of  injustice  stirs  Judge  Heckert  to  the  depths. 
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He  despise?  dupHcily  and  fawning.  He  hates  treachery  and  Hypocrisy. 
On  til'.:  f.tlu  r  hand  he  hoWs  in  the  hi|^;hcst  estimation  true  inanliness,  strict 
integiiiy,  frankness,  faithfulness  in  Inendships,  truthfulness  and  all  that 
goes  to  make  up  true  nobility  of  manhood.  His  word  with  his  brother 
lawyers  is  considered  as  good  as  his  written  stipulation.  His  zeal  for  his 
clients'  interests  knows  no  bounds.  He  brings  all  of  his  energy  to  tl»c 
trial  ot  Ills  cai!';e';;  wnrk?  from  the  beginning  to  the  closing  of  hi«  cnse  \:itii 
enthusiasm  and  great  earnestness  and  no  one  rver  do  ihts  his  own  belief  in 
the  justice  of  his  client's  cause.  His  name  has  frequently  been  canvassed 
for  judicial  positions  and  congressional  honors,  but  he  is  indifferent  to  such 
preferment.  He  is  proud  of  his  army  service,  is  a  staunch  friend  of  the 
old  soldier  and  an  uncompromising  enemy  to  those  who  are  inimical  to  the 
soldier's  interest.  He  is  always  in  great  drm.-tnd  at  soldiers'  gathering's, 
and  is  a  popular  and  itilerestiug  camp  hre  taiiver.  He  rejoicesat  the  grad- 
ual but  sure  obliteration  of  sectional  lines  in  our  country. 


WILLIAM  EVANS  GROVE,  Grand  Rapids.  VViiliam  E.  Grove  k 
judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  at  Grand  Rapids.  He  was  bom  near  Geneva, 
Ontario  county,  New  York,  Novembers/,  1833.  He  is  descended  from 
Pennsylvania  families,  who  were  among  the  very  early  settleis  of  that 
State.  His  ancestors  were  plain,  honest,  unpretentious  people.  His 
early  life  was  passed  quietly  on  the  farm,  brightened  with  aspirations 
of  attaining  something  better  in  the  future.  He  was  animated  by  a  de- 
sire to  gain  the  largest  possible  education  and  persisted  in  accomplishing 
his  desire.  He  was  an  omniverous  reader,  appropriating  the  contents  of 
all  the  books  he  could  secure,  and  during  boyhood  attended  the  winter 
schools  in  the  country.  From  sixteen  to  twent^'-one  his  attendance  :it 
school  during  half  o£  each  year  was  rendered  jiossihle  by  teaching  a  part  of 
the  time.  Upon  reaching  his  majority  he  began  a  course  of  study  at 
Swift's  Academy  and  the  Union  high  school  at  Geneva,  New  York,  which 
was  a  preparation  for  college.  Afterwards  he  entered  Hobart  College, 
Geneva,  from  which  he  was  graduated,  While  there  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  College  Greek  Fraternity,  Alpha  Delta  Phi.  Having  completed 
his  literary  education  he  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in  Grand  Rapids, 
April  I  ,  1857,  He  became  a  student  of  law  in  the  office  of  J.  T.  Holmes, 
who  was  afterwards  judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  March,  1859.  He  engaged  in  practice  without  delay,  and  in  i860 
was  elrctcfl  justice  of  the  peace.  In  1867  he  removed  to  Kansas  and 
located  .It  Nf^osho  Falls,  where  he  wns  elected  prosecuting  attorney  for 
Woodson  County.  During  the  same  period  he  held  the  office  of  city 
attorney  of  Neosho  Falls.  After  a  residence  of  five  years  in  Kansas  he 
returned  to  Grand  Rapids  in  March.  1872,  and  resumed  the  practice. 
For  sixteen  years  thereafter  he  remained  at  the  Bar  and  controlled  a  fair 
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practice,  which  was  general  in  character.  His  [partnerships  were  with  Geo. 
W.  Thompson,  two  years;  J.  M.  Harris,  four  years;  J.  S.  Lawrence,  two 
years.  He  was  industrious,  plucky  and  persistent,  giving  to  every  branch 
o(  his  practice  close  personal  attention  aud  careful  supervbion.  His  good 
judgment,  indomitable  energy,  perseverance  in  investigatbn  and  honesty 
of  purpose,  made  him  a  safe  counsellor.  His  fluency  and  ability  to  ex- 
press his  convictions  in  terse  language  made  him  a  stronir  advocate.  His 
evenness  of  temper  under  al!  circumstances,  his  clearness  of  perception 
and  unbiased  mind  quaUtied  him  admirably  for  service  on  the  Bench.  In 
August,  1888,  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the  seventeenth  judicial  circuit, 
to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Judge  Montgomery,  and  in 
the  November  following  was  elected  to  serve  the  remainder  of  the  term. 
In  t893  he  was  again  nominated  by  the  Republican  party  and  elected  for 
a  full  term,  which  will  expire  December  31,  1900.  The  last  election  was 
won  without  a  contest,  as  he  was  the  choice  of  all  parties,  having  first  been 
nominated  by  the  Republican  convention  he  afterwards  received  the  en- 
dorsement  of  the  Democratic  and  Populist  conventions.  Judge  Grove's 
record  on  the  Bench  has  furnished  additional  proof  of  hi*^  fiiucs?  for  such 
service.  His  decisions,  carefully  considered,  have  c^encrally  been  su.s- 
tained  by  the  i  onstnsns  of  intelligent  opinion  in  the  Bar  and  by  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Supreme  Court.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  urbane  disposition 
and  engaging  manners,  one  who  has  fairly  earned  the  universal  esteem  of 
his  fellow-dtizens.  He  was  married  in  1884  to  Miss  Jennie  Caswell,  of 
Grand  Rapids. 


REUBEN  HATCH,  Grand  Rapids.  Judge  Hatch  was  bom  October  1 1, 
1847,  at  Alstead,  New  Hampshire.  His  early  instruction  was  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Ohio  and  Michigan,  where  his  family  lived  during  his  boy- 
hood.  His  father  was  a  Congrec^ational  minister,  whose  duties  as  pastor  of 
different  congregations  caused  a  frequent  change  of  residence.  His  early 
tuition  was  received  very  largely  from  his  father,  who  was  a  gentleman  of 
high  scholarship  himself,  and  believed  in  giving  to  his  son  the  largest  possi- 
ble  qualifications  and  the  best  opportunities  in  the  race  of  life.  While  yet 
a  boy  our  subject  was  attracted  to  the  profession  of  law  and  hi-^  studies 
were  directed  wisely  to  a  preparation  for  the  practice.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  at  1  raverse  City,  May  12,  1870,  after  an  examination  which 
was  unusually  strict  and  rigid.  Immediately  thereafter  he  entered  upon 
the  practice  and  won  success  almost  from  the  b<  ginning.  He  was  fortu- 
nate in  the  possession  of  a  kindly,  genial  disposition,  wa«  fond  of  compan- 
ionship, and  drew  to  himself  friends  rapidly  and  without  apparent  effort. 
He  was  studious  in  his  habits,  carcJul  and  painstakmg  in  the  preparation  of 
his  cases,  frank  and  affable  in  his  intercourse  with  members  of  the  Bar,  and 
therefore  soon  became  known  as  a  good  lawyer,  a  just  and  capable  man. 
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In  1875  members  of  the  Bar  united  in  favor  of  his  election  to  the  Bench 
as  Judge  of  the  Thirteenth  Judicial  Circuit.  Although  only  twenty-eight 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  hii>  clectit^  a,  iii;,  l<novviedgc  of  the  principles  of 
law  and  his  ability  to  construe  and  apply  statutes  were  not  surpassed  by 
judges  who  were  older  and  more  experienced  on  the  Bench.  He  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  judge  with  ability  rarely  surpassed.  His  habit  of 
investigation,  his  aspiration  to  be  right,  and  his  1<fen  discnmination  enabled 
him  usually  to  ascertain  the  meaning  and  intent  01  the  law,  and  his  opinion 
was  seldom  reversed  by  the  reviewing  courts.  During  his  term  of  office  his 
decisions  were  sustained  by  the  Supreme  Court  in  all  cases  appealed  to  that 
tribunal  except  two.  One  of  these  was  again  appealed  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  which  reversed  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Michiefan  ;ind  sustained  that  of  Judge  Hatch.  Thi.^  was  the  case  of 
Lee  vs.  Johnson,  involving  the  right  of  homestead  under  the  laws  oi  the 
United  States  and  questioning  the  authority  of  the  State  Courts  to  inter- 
fere with  the  rulings  of  the  United  States  general  land  office.  It  is 
reported  in  116  U.  S.  reports,  page  48.  After  retiring  from  the  Bench 
Judge  Hatch  resumed  the  practice  of  law  at  Traverse  City  in  partnership 
as-joriation  with  K.  S.  Pratt.  He  was  for  some  years  treasurer  oi  the 
building  committee  of  the  Northern  Asylum  of  Michigan,  for  the  Insane, 
receiving  and  disbursing  more  than  half  a  million  dollars.  In  1888  he 
removed  to  Grand  Rapids,  where  he  has  since  resided  and  pursued  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  Ilis  growth  in  the  law  has  been  continuous 
from  the  time  of  his  admission  to  the  Bar.  The  Bench  wrs  not  a  sinecure 
for  him,  but  a  means  of  enlarging  his  knowledge  of  the  law  and  in  every 
way  deepening  and  broadening  his  capacity  for  the  general  work  of  a 
practitioner.  In  the  argument  of  legal  propositions  his  style  is  concise, 
forcible  and  argumentative.  His  enunciation  is  clear,  his  words  well 
chosen  and  his  manner  convincing.:.  He  t:::oes  to  the  very  core  of  every 
question  dcmandinp^  investigation,  leaving  no  point  obscure  and  no  laby- 
rinth unexplored.  His  reputation  for  probity  is  equaled  by  hts  executive 
ability  and  the  two  qualifications  united  have  occasioned  his  designation 
as  the  executor  of  several  valuable  estates,  which  have  been  placed  in  his 
charge.  He  is  general  counsel  of  the  People's  Savings  Bai.k  of  Grand 
Rapids.  Mr.  Hatch  i«  rather  quiet,  not  inclined  to  be  demonstrative,  but 
his  a;4reeable  manner  and  fidelity  result  in  forming  frienUsliips  and  retain- 
ing friends  in  a  close  and  confidential  relation.  His  tastes  are  domestic 
and  he  is  devoted  to  his  wife  and  family. 
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ASHLEY  POND,  Detroit.  Mr.  Pond  was  born  in  Wilmington,  Essex 
county,  New  York,  November  23,  1827.  For  several  generations  his 
ancestors  lived  in  Vermont,  where  they  were  distinguished  for  valor  and 
patriotism,  intelligence  and  strong  character.  His  maternal  great-grand- 
father, Thomas  Ashley,  was  the  second  man  to  enter  Ticonden^  with 
Col.  Ethan  Allen.  His  grandfather,  Benjamin  Pond,  who  was  bom, 
reared,  educated  and  married  in  Vermonit,  removed  to  New  York  with  his 
young  family  early  in  the  present  century  and  was  elected  a  member  of 
Congress  in  1S12.  His  father,  Jared  Pond,  and  his  mother,  Statira  Bart- 
lett,  were  natives  of  Vermont.  In  1832  his  father's  family  left  the  State 
of  New  York  and  after  sojourning  for  three  years  in  Knox  county,  Ohio, 
settled  in  l^ranch  county,  Michigan,  in  the  fall  of  iS:;5.  His  bo3'-hood 
was  passe<i  tiicre  on  the  farm  and  in  the  district  school.  He  entered 
Wesleyan  Seminary  at  Albion,  now  grown  into  Albion  Collie,  and  sub- 
sequently entered  the  Literary  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1854.  Soon  after  he  went  to  Detroit  and 
read  law  in  the  office  of  F-.  C.  &  C.  I.  Walker.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  1856.  ,ind  ciilL-rcd  into  a  partnership  with  Jedidiah  Kmtnons. 
Later  he  was  associated  wah  John  S.  Newbcrry  in  the  firm  of  iNewberry 
&  Pond;  to  which  afterwards  was  added  Heniy  B.  Brown,  who  is  now  one 
of  the  Justices  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  After  the  with- 
drawal of  Mr.  Newberry  from  the  practice  the  firm  of  Brown  &  Pond  con- 
tinued in  exiotenre  until  the  former  was  appointed  to  the  Supreme  Bench. 
Since  that  time  Mr.  Pond  has  not  been  connected  with  any  firm.  For 
the  last  fifteen  years  his  practice  has  been  confined  almost  exclusively  to 
the  business  of  railroad  companies  and  cases  directly  relating  thereto.  He 
was  general  solicitor  or  counsel  for  both  the  Lake  Shore  and  the  Michigan 
Central  for  several  years,  but  the  double  duty  was  too  much  for  one 
lawyer,  so  he  witluhew  as  coun«5el!or  for  the  T  ake  Shore  about  ten  years 
ago  and  has  since  devoted  himself  to  the  interests  of  the  Michigan  Central. 
He  has  in  the  meantime  acted  as  advisory  counsel  in  many  of  the  most 
important  civil  cases  tried  in  the  State  and  Federal  courts  at  Detroit,  and 
participated  in  arguments  before  the  State  Supreme  Court.  He  is  nat- 
urally endowed  with  remarkable  gifts  for  the  practice  of  the  !aw,  and 
these  are  reinforced  by  equally  remarkable  industry  in  the  })reparation  of 
cases.  His  knowledge  of  legal  principles  is  wide  and  accurate.  His  per- 
ception is  unusually  quick  and  his  mind  moves  with  wonderful  celerity 
through  the  process  of  reasoning  to  a  correct  conclusion.  This  action  is 
so  nearly  instantaneous  as  to  remind  a  brother  practitioner  of  "a  trout 
takinj^  a  fly."  In  the  early  years  of  his  practice  Mr.  Pond  irird  ;dl  sorts 
of  ca.scs,  which  gave  him  an  experience  of  great  value  in  his  special  prac- 
tice. He  has  none  of  the  natural  gifts  of  the  popular  orator,  and  would 
not  be  regarded  a  "finished  speaker."  His  oratory  is  noted  for  absolute 
clearness  of  statement.    He  has  never  sought  political  ofHce  and  the  only 
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official  position  he  ever  held  was  mcmberahip  in  the  constitutional  conven- 
tion of  1867.  He  is  rcpfardrd  by  members  of  the  Detroit  Bar  as  one  of 
the  clearest-headed  and  most  learned  lawyers  in  the  State.  Mr,  Pond 
marrieU  Harriet  L.  Fcarl  and  has  a  son  and  a  daugiitcr. 


THOMAS  M.  COOI-EY,  Ann  Arbor.    Thomas  McTntyre  Conley,  the 
fiiremcist  auihority  on  American  Constttutifinal  Law,  was  born  Januarv  6, 
1824,  in  Attica,  New  Vorl<.    He,  iike  John  Marshall,  was  one  of  a  family 
of  fifteen  children.    His  father,  Thomas  Cooley,  had  been  a  Massachusetts 
farmer,  and  had  emigrated  from  that  state  to  western  New  York,  twenty 
years  before.    The  father  was  poor,  his  fifteen  children  Hved  to  mature 
years,  and  were  early  cast  upon  their  own  resources.     If  there  be  any 
wisdom  in  Lord  Mansfield's  remark:     '*That  the  best  thing  he  knew  to 
make  a  grt^at  lawyer,  was  great  poverty,"  then  was  Thomas  Mclntire 
Cooley  fortunate,  for  he  was  bom  into  poverty  and  destined  to  contend  with 
adversity.    The  story  of  hb  early  life,  as  h'e  once  told  the  writer,  was 
"really  too  hard  to  make  it  pleasant  to  dwell  upon."    He  struggled  with 
poverty,  acquired  the  means  for  attaining  his  education  only  by  hard 
manual  labor,  which  extended  through  the  period  of  professional  studv. 
Such  education  as  he  obtained,  he  acquired  in  the  common  schools  until  the 
age  of  fourteen,  then  for  four  terms  he  attended  private  schools  taught  by 
classical  scholars.    The  last  was  taught  by  Lewis  Parsons,  who,  after  the 
civil  war,  was  Provisional  Governor  of  Alabama.    In  1 840- 1-2  Mr.  Cooley 
taught  school  three  or  four  months  in  each  year,  and  undoubtedly  derived 
as  mtic!i  benefit  from  the  schools  he  taught  as  from  any  that  he  attended. 
We  may  say  of  hini.  as  Story  said  of  Marshall:     "That  his  attain  men',  s  in 
learning  have  been  nourished  tor  tlie  most  part  by  the  solitary  vigils  01  his 
own  genius."    Nature  evidently  intended  him  for  the  law,  and  gave  to  him 
a  legal  mind  and  judicial  temperament.    He  seems  to  have  appreciated  the 
fact  that  he  \<.  is  b(  st  fitted  for  that  profession.    All  his  tastes  were  in  that 
direction.    Before  lie  '.'.as  nineteen  years  of  age  he  had  commenced  the 
study  of  law  nt  Palinyi  i.  New  York,  readinj^^  in  the  office  of  Theron  K. 
Strong,  wlio  afterward  became  one  of  the  Judges  o(  the  Supreme  Court. 
Judge  Strong  was  thorough  and  systematic  and  the  young  student  was 
quick  to  perceive  the  fact,  and  the  study  of  his  methods  was  of  great 
service  to  him.    Reading  in  law  offices  he  had  no  help  from  others,  but 
was  enabled  to  see  how  important  questions  arose  and  were  disposed  of. 
While  he  pursued  systematic  readin<T  of  the  taw,  he  was  observant  also  of 
what  was  going  on  about  him,  and  endeavored  to  master  such  questions  as 
the  office  business  presented.    He  himself  has  said  that  he  worked  all  the 
harder  for  having  no  assistance  from  those  around  him.    In  1843  he  removed 
to  Michigan,  and  took  up  his  abode  in  the  village  of  Adrian.    He  settled  in 
Michigan  because  he  lacked  the  means  to  carry  him  to  Chicago,  which  was 
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his  point  of  destination.  At  Adrain  he  finished  his  preliminary  ctudy  of 
the  law  in  the  office  of  'i  itian\'  iSc  Rcamnn,  liolding,  meanwhile  the  posi- 
tion of  licputy  county  clerk,  and  was  adnnttcd  to  the  Bar  in  January, 
1^46.  He  was  married  December  30,  1846,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Horton, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Davis  Horton.  The  newspaper  report  that  this  was  a 
runaway  match  has  not  the  slightest  foundation  in  fact.  The  story  is 
that  when  "Tom"  Coolcy  made  his  timid  request  to  the  father  for  the 
hand  of  his  daughter  in  iiiarria;^c,  he  was  rnd  with  a  flat  refusal,  accompa- 
nied by  a  veiy  positive  declaration  that  no  daughter  of  his  should  ever 
marry,  with  his  consent,  a  man  who  could  not  earn  his  own  living;  that 
the  young  lady  then  consented,  in  defiance  of  her  parent's  wishes,  to  run 
away  and  marry  him.  If  an  elopement  had  been  necessary  the  young 
couple  would  not  have  married,  for  they  could  not  have  raised  the  neces- 
sary  funds.  The  match  wa?5  not  opposed  by  either  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Horton. 
It  was  iti  all  respects  a  happy  and  fortunate  marri?ige.  Bacon  says,  "He 
that  hath  a  wife  and  children  hath  given  hostages  to  fortune."  Thomas 
M.  Cooley  had  no  need  to  give  hostages  to  fortune,  for  he  was  ambitious 
and  industrious  by  nature;  but  now  that  he  was  married  he  felt  all  the 
more  keenly  the  necessity  that  was  upon  him  to  carve  his  way  through 
all  difficulties  to  an  established  position.  As  chilHron  were  soon  bom  to 
him,  he  no  doubt  felt,  as  Lord  Erskine  felt,  win^  Imd  entered  upon 
practice  in  straightened  circumstances,  and  when  he  arose  to  make  his 
maiden  speech  said  it  seemed  to  him  as  though  his  little  children  were 
plucking  at  his  robe  and  saying  to  him:  ''Now,  father,  it  is  time  to  get 
bread."  Young  Cooley  was  determined  to  win  success,  but  it  was  slow 
in  coming.  The  first  few  years  at  the  Bar  were  not  easy,  and  his  way  was 
not  along  primrose  paths.  He  sbift^-d  restlessly  from  place  to  place,  and 
is  said  to  have  done  many  things  at  once.  He  left  Adrian  for  Tccumseh, 
and  there  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  C.  A.  Tracy;  but  in  1848  he  re- 
turned to  Adrian.  Here  he  divided  his  time  between  the  law  and  editing 
a  newspaper.  He  became  editor  of  the  Adrian  Watchover^  and  in  his  law 
business  was  successively  tlie  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Bearoan, 
Bucher  &  Cooley.  and  the  senior  in  thfit  of  Cooley  &  Croswell.  Charles 
M.  Croswell,  tlie  junior  member,  afterward  became  s;overnor  of  Michigan, 
and  Fernando  C.  Beaman,  the  senior  member  of  the  former  firm,  was  a 
member  of  Congress  from  1861  to  1863,  and  was  appointed  by  the  Gover- 
nor to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Zachariah  Chandler,  in  the  United  States 
Senate,  on  the  latter's  death.  In  1850  Mr.  Cooley  was  elected  court  com- 
missioner and  recorder  of  Adrian.  At  this  time  he  was  not  only  editin<r  a 
newspaper,  practicing  law  and  actlnt^  recorder  for  Adrian,  but  in  conjunc- 
tion with  his  father-in-law,  he  also  bought  and  cultivated  a  hundred-acre 
farm  near  Adrian,  and  was  secretary  of  the  Lenawee  County  Agricultural 
Society.  Still  restless  he  went  to  Ohio  in  1852  and  established  himself  at 
Toledo,  formii^  a  partnership  in  the  real  estate  business  with  W.  J.  Scott. 
Toledo  was  in  the  midst  of  a  real  estate  "boom,"  caused  by  the  recent 
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completion  of  the  Michigan  Southern  and  Wabash  Railways.  For  a  time 
the  business  was  profitable,  and  Mr.  Cooley  showed  great  facility  in  the 

enerfjetic  and  systematic  transnction  of  it.  He  had  not  loosened  his  hold 
on  the  law,  and  wliile  here  he  accejited  a  nomination  fnr  Circuit  Judj^e,  at 
the  hands  of  some  dissalisncd  Rcpubhcaiis  and  Democrats,  but  was  not 
elected.  After  a  time  the  real  estate  business  became  less  promising  and 
he  returned  to  Adrian,  and  to  the  law.  One  who  knew  him  at  that  period 
says,  "  He  was  noticeable  for  the  unusual  beauty  of  his  head  and  face, 
his  delicate  physique  and  hi"?  feminine  voice.  His  heiid  though  large,  was 
of  a  marked  inte!!ectiial  t\ pe.  He  talked  lillie,  but  aHvriy';  clf*ar!v  ;  his 
manner  without  being  diltidcnt  was  modest  aiid  gentle,  yet  brightly  alive 
to  everything  going  on,  and  alive  to  the  funny  side  of  things.  He  was 
recognized  as  a  man  of  more  than  common  literary  culture,  and  even 
charged  with  being  a  poet.  Among  lawyers  he  was  known  to  be  ready 
and  skil!f\]!  in  legal  oflRcc  work,  with  no  characteri<^tics  that  -wnuld  have  in- 
duced riie  belief  that  the  law  practice  would  lead  him  to  fame  or  fortime. 
His  wiiole  make-up  seemed  literary  rather  than  iawyerly.  '  It  thus  ap- 
pears that  in  one  respect,  at  least,  the  young  Mr.  Cooley  was  not  unlike 
the  distinguished  Commentator  on  English  Law ;  for  Blackstone  sometimes 
wrote  poetry.  Both  renounced  the  tendency  young.  (Judge  Cooley 's 
relations  to  the  University  are  so  fully  covered  in  the  article  by  President 
Angell  that  they  are  omitted  here.  The  same  is  true  as  to  his  published 
works.  Ed.)  Great  inducements  have  been  held  out  by  other  universities 
to  secure  his  services,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  He  declined  invitations  to 
organize  and  have  supervision  of  a  Department  of  Jurisprudence  in  Johns 
Hopkins  University ;  to  take  a  position  at  the  head  of  the  Hastings  Col- 
lege of  Law,  San  Francisco;  to  accept  a  professorship  of  law  in  tlie  richly 
endowed  University  of  Texas;  to  lecture  in  the  Boston  f.aw  School,  the 
Law  School  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Cornell  Law  School 
and  that  of  the  Columbian  University  at  Washington,  D.  C.  But  dur- 
ing the  years  of  1877-8-9  he  found  time  to  deliver  a  course  of  lectures  at 
the  Johns  Hopkins  University,  lecturing  on  Torts,  for  the  first  year;  on 
the  new  Amendments  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  the  second  year;  on 
the  Municipal  Government,  the  third  year.  The  University  of  Michigan 
honored  him  in  when  it  conferred  on  him  at  the  age  of  thirty -one 

his  appointment  as  Jay  Professor  of  Law,  and  in  1873  it  honored  itself  by 
conferring  on  him,  whose  name  had  become  a  tower  of  strength  to  the 
institution,  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  At  its  memorable  celebration 
in  1 886,  of  its  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary.  Harvard  College  con-^ 
fcrred  on  him  the  same  Degree.  In  January,  1857.  he  was  cho.sen  by  the 
State  .Senate  to  ci)mi)ile  the  general  statutes,  and  within  a  year  he  had 
completed  the  compilation  that  bears  his  name.  In  iS$ii  he  was  appointed 
the  official  reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  and  held  the 
position  until  1 864.  During  this  time  he  had  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  Bar  of  the  State,  by  the  very  able  manner  in  which  he  discharged  the 
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duties  of  the  office,  which  proved  a  stepping  htoiic  to  the  Bench  itself;  for 
in  1864  he  was  elected  one  of  the  judges  for  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State,  as  nominee  of  the  Republican  party.  His  Democratic  competitor 
was  the  late  Alpheus  Felch.  Judge  Cooley  took  his  seat  on  the  Supreme 
Bench  as  the  successor  of  Chancellor  Manning,  who  had  died  in  office. 

rissociates  on  the  Bench  welcomed  him  to  the  position  as  a  most 
worthy  successor  to  the  lamented  Manning;  and  yet,  as  one  of  them  said: 
"We  were  and  continued  to  be  more  and  more  surprised  and  gratified  by 
the  ability  he  continued  to  exhibit  as  a  judge,  the  longer  he  remained  on 
the  Bench."  From  1864  to  October  1,  1885,  Judge  Cooley  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Supreme  Court,  by  successive  elections,  and  from  time  to  time 
presided  over  the  Court  as  its  Chief  Justice.  Cooley,  Christiancy  and 
Campbell,  and  those  associated  with  them,  have  made  the  legal  decision.^  of 
the  Michigan  Court  admired  and  respected  wherever  American  Jurispru- 
dence Is  known.  They  elevated  the  Court  to  a  position  second  to  no  one 
of  the  State  Courts,  causing  it  to  rank  with  the  highest  courts  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  New  York.  They  were  all  great  judges  and  reflected  the 
highest  honor  upon  the  State.  As  judge,  Cooley  was  certainly  not  inferior 
to  any  of  the  others:  hh;  :nte!lfc1  ahvriys  penetrated  "the  husks  of  dis- 
cussion to  the  kernel  ol  tontrovcriiy, ' '  ami  his  opinions  show  that  h<_  is  not 
only  possessed  of  a  keen  and  analytic  mind,  but  that  tlie  depth  of  his 
learning  in  the  law  is  great.  His  first  opinion  was  pronounced  in  Laing 
vs.  McKee,  13  Mich.,  124;  his  last  was  in  the  case  of  Selleck  vs.  Lake 
Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  Railway  Company,  58  Mich.,  195,  which 
involved  the  question  of  proxtm.ite  cause  in  a  railroad  injury.  During  the 
twenty  years  sat  upon  tl)c  Bl  ;jc1i  it  devolved  upon  him  to  pronounce 
opinions  in  many  cases  of  the  first  importance.  Such  a  case  is  that  of  the 
People  vs.  Salem,  20  Mich.  452,  in  which  a  legislative  act  which  authorized 
townships  to  vote  aid  to  railways  was  held  unconstitutional,  the  right  to 
use  a  taxing  power  for  such  a  purpose  being  denied.  The  State  cannot 
use  the  taxinc^  power  to  encourarfe  private  parties  in  the  construction  of 
railway  lines,  and  what  the  State  cannot  do  as  a  political  community,  the 
inferior  municipalities  cannot  do.  The  principle  is  stated  in  a  single  sen- 
tence: "But  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  State,  in  my  opinion,  under 
the  name  of  bounty,  or  any  other  cover  or  subterfuge,  to  furnish  the  capi> 
tal  to  set  private  parties  up  in  any  kind  of  business  or  to  subsidize  their 
business  after  they  have  entered  upon  it."  In  the  case  of  Ryerson  vs. 
Brown,  35  Mich.  333,  he  denies  the  protection  of  the  doctrine  of  Eminent 
Domain  to  the  flooding  ot  lands  for  the  use  of  water  power  mills,  and  the 
conclusion  reached  by  him  will  commend  itself  to  very  many  minds.  He 
held  that  a  taking  of  land  for  such  a  purpose  is  the  taking  for  a  private 
use,  and  as  such  cannot  be  upheld.  In  the  case  of  the  People  vs.  Hurl- 
but,  24  Mich.  44-92,  he  pronounced  a  powerful  opinion,  stating  that  the 
task  he  was  called  upon  to  perform  was  to  cjive  reasons  why  a  blow  aimed 
at  the  foundation  of  our  structure  of  liberty  should  be  warded  off.  He 
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announced  that  th       ^.te  Constitution  could  not  be  so  construed  as  to 

confer  upon  the  Legislature  the  power  to  appoint  for  tlie  m-jniripnlities 
the  offirer  who  v.-as  to  marnge  the  property,  interests  and  riL;ht^  in  which 
the  people  of  municipalities  alone  were  coiicenied.  lie  held  unconstitu- 
tional a  legislative  act  which  appointed  the  members  of  the  board  of  pub- 
tic  works  of  the  City  of  Detroit.  This  was  followed  by  the  case  of  Park 
Commissioner  vs.  the  Common  Council  of  Detroit,  28  Mich.  228,  in  which 
he  asserts  the  right  of  local  self-government  against  a  legislative  attempt 
to  compel  a  mutn'cipa!  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  a  public  park: 
"Whoever  insists,"  he  says,  "upon  the  rigtit  of  the  state  to  interfere  and 
control  by  compulsory  legislation,  the  action  of  the  local  constituency,  in 
matters  exclusively  of  local  concern,  should  be  prepared  to  defend  a  like 
interference  in  the  action  of  private  corporations  and  of  National  persons. 
It  is  as  easy  to  justify  on  principle,  a  law  which  permits  the  use  of  the 
community  to  dictate  to  an  individual  what  he  shall  cat,  what  he  shall  drink 
and  what  he  shall  wear,  as  to  show  any  constitutional  basis  for  one  under 
which  the  people  of  other  parts  ot  the  State  through  their  representatives, 
dictate  to  the  city  of  Detroit  what  fountains  shall  be  erected  at  its  expense 
for  the  use  of  its  citizens,  or  at  what  cost  it  shall  purchase,  and  how  it 
shall  improve  and  embellish  a  park  or  boulevard  for  the  recn  .fion  and 
enjoyment  of  its  citizens."  In  Youngblood  vs.  St-xton,  52  Mich.  406,  he 
sustained  the  constitutionality  of  a  statute  taxing  the  licjuor  traffic,  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  having  prohibited  the  Legislature  from  author- 
izing "  the  grant  of  license  for  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  or  other  intoxicat- 
ing liquors."  He  distinguishes  a  tax  from  a  license.  In  the  opinion  he 
says: 

"The  idea  that  the  State  lends  it-  cniinttn-ince  to  any  particular 
traftic  by  taxing  it,  seems  to  us  to  rest  upon  a  very,  transparent  fallacy. 
*  *  *  It  would  be  a  remarkable  proposition,  that  a  thing  is  counten- 
anced and  sanctioned  by  the  Government  when  this  burden,  which  may 
prove  disastrous  is  imposed  upon  it,  while  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  frowned 
upon  and  condemned  when  the  burden  is  withheld.  It  is  safe  to  predict, 
that  if  such  were  the  legal  doctrine,  any  citizen  would  prefer  to  be  visited 
with  the  untaxed  frowns  of  Government,  rather  than  th'i-:c  testimonials  of 
approval  which  are  represented  by  the  demands  of  the  tax-gatherer." 
And  again:  "This  state  has  never  shown  any  disinclination  to  make 
things  morally  and  legally  wrong  contribute  to  tlu-  juiblic  revenue,  when 
justice  and  good  morals  seemed  to  require  it.  If  it  were  to  act  upon  the 
idea  of  refusing  to  derive  a  revenue  from  such  sources,  it  ought  to  decline 
to  receive  fines  for  criminal  offenses  with  the  same  emphasis  that  it  would 
refuse  to  collect  a  tax  from  an  obnoxious  business." 

His  judicial  opinions  are  distinguished  by  vigor  of  thouf>^ht  and  clearness 
of  expression,  as  wel!  a'^  for  common  sense;  they  sliow  a  clear  comprehen- 
sion of  all  the  law  and  facts  connected  with  the  case.  He  had  a  very  good 
judicial  style  when  he  first  came  to  the  Bench,  and  continued  improving  it 
as  long  as  he  remained  there.  While  it  is  high  praise,  it  is  not  unmerited, 
to  say,  that  perhaps  this  generation  has  not  seen  his  superior  on  the 
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American  Bench  as  a  writer  of  judicial  opinions.  A  gentleman  who  has 
been  a  distinguished  ornament  to  the  Bench  once  said  to  the  writer,  that 
his  opinion  of  Judge  Cooley's  work  as  a  member  of  the  judiciary  was  so 
high  that  he  hardly  dare  say  anything  lest  it  should  be  thought  too  en- 
thusiastic or  extravagant.  The  name  of  Judge  Cooley  has  frequently  been 
mentioned  in  connection  with  an  appointment  to  the  Bench  of  the  Su- 
preme I.  ourt  of  the  United  States,  with  marked  favor  both  by  the 
press  anil  the  Bar.  Judge  Cooley  did  not  begin  his  career  as  a 
legal  author  until  he  had  been  for  some  years  on  the  Bench.  To 
him  may  properly  be  assigned  the  honor  of  having  written  the  most 
important  legal  treatise  which  has  been  produced  in  this  country.  Neither 
Chancellor  Kent,  Stor>%  Greenleaf  nor  any  subsequent  writer  has  produced 
a  work  superior  to  the  Constitutional  Limitations.  Writing  of  this  book 
Judge  Seymour  D.  Thompson,  of  St.  Louis,  says;  '*If  I  were  called 
upon  to  name  the  most  important  American  legal  treatise  which  has  been 
written,  I  suppose  I  should  say,  '  Kent's  Commentaries;'  if  I  were  put  on 
oath  I  am  afraid  I  should  have  to  say,  'Cooley's Constitutional  Limitations.* 
I  believe  that  it  has  done  more  to  educate  the  legal  profession  in  this 
country  in  a  kiiowlefh^e  of  the  principles  of  the  Government  imder  which 
we  live  than  al!  other  works  used  by  them."  The  treatise  on  the  "  Con- 
stitutional Limitations  upon  Legislative  Power,  '  was  liis  lirst  original  con- 
tribution to  legal  science,  and  was  published  in  1868.  Since  that  time  it 
has  gone  through  five  editions.  Professor  Bryce,  a  member  of  the  British 
Parliament,  recognizing  the  authority  of  Judge  Cooley  on  all  questions 
pertaining  to  the  Constitutional  Law  of  this  country,  sent  to  him  from 
London,  manuscript  chapters  of  his  work  on  the  American  Conimi jhw  eakh, 
inviting  his  criticism  of  the  same.  Professor  Brycc,  acknowledging  the 
assistance  which  he  derived  from  Judge  Cooley's  critical  judgment,  wrote: 
"  I  have  again  to  thank  him  more  heartily  for  his  criticisms  on  further 
chapters  of  my  book,  which  I  have  just  found  on  my  return  to  England 
from  the  Alps.  They  are  of  the  utmost  value  to  me,  not  merely  as  cor- 
recting points  in  this,  which  either  my  thoii?^ht  or  my  expression  has 
erred,  but  also  suggesting  points  of  view  which  I  had  not  duly  under- 
stood. ' '  Judge  Cooley  has  always  been  a  modest  man,  and  he  entered 
on  legal  authorship  with  characteristic  modesty  and  diffidence.  His  friend, 
Judge  Christiancy,  writing  in  reference  to  it  said : 

Before  he  had  published  any  of  his  original  works  upon  the  laws,  he 

felt  diffident  about  making  the  experiment,  and  before  T  had  ever  heard  an 
intimation  that  he  had  any  thought  of  entering  that  held,  he  called  at  my 
room  one  evening,  when  holding  court  at  Detroit,  and  said  he  would  like 
to  get  my  views  upon  an  experiment  he  thought  of  making.  He 

explained  that  he  had  commenced  writing  a  work  on  Constitiitionfil  Law, 
which  he  thought  of  publishing,  and  would  like  my  opinion  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  the  attempt,  and  for  that  reason  he  had  brought  with  him  the 
manuscript,  as  hs  ns  complete.  He  read  to  me  several  chapters  and 
explained  the  plan  of  what  was  to  follow.    I  was  at  once  struck  with  the 
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ability  displayed,  and  the  clearness  of  his  exiiositions,  and  strongly 
advised  him  to  complete  and  publish  the  work,  telling  him  that  I  thought  it 
would  practically  supersede  all  the  works  we  then  had  upon  that  subject. 

The  result  showed  that  T  was  not  mistaken.  It  is  a  book  more  frequently 
citecl  upon  Constitutional  questions,  not  only  in  courts,  but  in  Congress 
and  State  Legislatures,  than  any  other.  And  in  this  connection  I  may  be 
excused  for  the  following  anecdote.  In  1878,  while  sitting  in  the  room  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Senate,  Judge  David  Davis,  also  a  mem* 
ber  of  the  Committee,  in  some  way  incidentally  mentioned  Judge  Cooley, 
and  spoke  in  very  high  terms  of  his  works,  especially  his  work  on  Consti* 
tutional  Limitations,  which  he  greatly  admired,  and  told  us  whrn  that 
work  first  came  out.  Judge  Curtis  got  hold  of  it  and  read  it  with  cntliusi- 
asm,  saying  when  he  got  through,  it  was  the  l>  si  law  book  published  in 
this  country  for  a  quarter  of  n  centur^v  After  the  reccprion  this  work 
met  from  the  profession,  I  think  Judge  Cooley  felt  no  timidity  in  publish- 
ing any  of  his  other  legal  works,  all  of  which  are  valuable." 

The  following  anecdote,  told  on  the  authority  of  cx-Postmaster  Gene- 
ral Dickinson,  may  prove  of  interest:  ''When  Mr.  Justice  Lamar  was 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  he  had  occasion  to  consult  a  work  on  Constitu- 
tional Taw,  and  took  down  what  he  thought  was  'Story's  Treatise.* 
'Now,'  said  he  to  Mr.  Dickinson,  *T  always  detested  Stor>''?  writings  for 
their  involved  and  cumbrous  style,  but  in  this  case  I  found  myself  reading 
page  after  page,  charmed  by  the  clearness  of  expression,  and  as  I  read  I 
prayed  to  be  forgiven  for  the  injustice  I  had  been  doing  Story;  but  as  I 
closed  the  book  1  noticed  that  it  was  Cooley's  Constitutional  Limita- 
tions.* 

Judge  Cooley's  literary  work  has  not  been  confined  to  the  writing  of 
law  books  and  law  articles.  In  1885  he  contributed  a  history  of  Michigan 
to  the  popular  series  of  volumes  on  "American  Commonwealths."  In 

this  work  no  attempt  w;is  made  to  give  the  annals  of  the  State  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  other  histories,  and  indeed  the  author  expressly  disclaimed  any 
such  purpose.  He  has  rather  sketched  the  history  of  Michigan  as  a  lustory 
of  government,  giving  an  account  of  its  relations  to  the  several  govern- 
ments  under  which  it  has  passed,  and  he  never  wrote  a  more  fascinating 
and  popular  book  than  "  Michigan,  A  History  of  Government."  In  1885 
the  editor  of  the  Century  invitt-d  him,  in  conjunction  with  Senator 
Edmunds.  I'^aiicis  Wharton,  and  othurs,  to  express  his  viL-ws  in  that  publi- 
c  itiun,  on  the  question  oi  what  should  be  done  with  our  cx-Presidents? 
Judge  Cooley's  answer  to  the  question  appeared  in  the  December  number 
of  the  Century  for  that  year.  He  opposed  the  suggestion  that  the  ex- 
Presidents  should  be  made  life  Senators  with  a  life  salary.  The  answer  to 
the  question,  he  says,  is  this:  "Allow  them  c^rriccfany  and  with  dignity, 
ir  they  will,  to  enjoy  the  proud  position  oi  •  Fiist  (ali/rii  of  the  Republic* 
Their  lives  in  retirement,  it  they  be  such  as  belong  to  aii  illustrious  career, 
will  be  a  continuous  and  priceless  benefaction.  If  they  bore  themselves 
worthily  in  office,  party  asperities  will  begin  immediately  to  wear  oS;  their 
virtues  will  be  exalted  in  public  estimation,  and  their  homes  will  become 
the  pilgrim  shrines  of  patriotism.  If  they  have  been  incompetent,  or 
otherwise  unworthy,  the  shortest  dismission  to  oblivion  is  the  best  for 


834  aENCH  AND  BAR  OF  MICHIGAN. 

them,  and  best  for  the  country. "    He  has  delivered  many  public  addresses, 

espfcially  before  Rar  Associations  and  Historical  Societies.  In  1886  he 
delivcriMl  the  annual  address  before  the  State  liar  Association  of  S^)utli 
Carolina,  on  the  Influence  of  Habits  of  Thought  on  Institutions,  whicli 
was  referred  to  as  a  "grand  and  patriotic  appeal  to  the  common  sense  and 
thoughtful  patriotism  of  a  free  and  enlightened  people."  In  1887  he 
delivered  the  annual  address  before  the  Geoi^ia  Bar  Association,  on  the 
"  Uncertainty  of  the  Law."  He  maintained  that  the  law  has  more  of 
the  elements  of  certainty  about  it  than  anythinjx  else,  even  in  physical 
nature  or  in  the  realm  of  mind  or  ol  morals,  that  concerns  the  everyday 
life  of  mankind.  He  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  no  contemporaneous 
book  on  the  natural  history  of  plants  or  animals,  or  on  physics,  has  so  well 
stood  the  test  of  time  as  Littleton's  Tenures  and  Coke's  Institutes,  which 
the  lawyers  still  quote  as  authority.  In  1889  he  delivered  the  annual 
address  before  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association,  taking  for  his  theme 
the  "Comparative  Merit-s  of  Written  and  Proscriptive  Constitution. "  In 
1^87  he  delivered  an  address  bciorc  the  Indiana  Historical  SocicLy,  on 
the  Acquisition  of  Louisiana.  In  1882  he  addressed  the  Michigan  State 
Convention  of  Surveyors  and  Engineers,  and  in  1886  he  delivered  the 
historical  address  at  the  Semi-Centennial  of  the  State  of  Michigan.  One 
may  not  understand  how  he  found  time  to  do  so  much  writing  and  so 
many  public  addresses;  but  Tolstoi  says:  "It  is  only  those  who  have 
n  ttliin;^  to  do,  who  have  no  time  to  do  it  in."  In  January,  1882,  the 
trunlv  line  railways  of  the  United  States,  that  is  to  say,  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio,  the  Pennsylvania,  the  Erie  and  New  York  Central  Railroad  Com- 
panies, selected  Allen  G.  Thurman  of  Ohio,  E.  B.  Washburn  of  Illinois, 
and  Judge  Coolcy,  as  an  Advisor}'  Commission  to  investigate  the  intricate 
and  complicated  cjuestion  of  differential  rates,  and  advise  them  in  relation 
to  the  same.  None  of  tliese  gcnllemcn  had  any  previous  connection  with 
railway  matters.  They  were  selected  because  their  ability,  position  and 
character  gave  the  assurance  that  they  would  carefully  investigate  and 
wisely  advise,  and  it  was  thought  that  the  country  would  accept  their  con- 
clusions as  the  honest  judgment  of  able  and  impartial  men.  TIk  y  visited 
Toledo,  Touisville  and  St.  Louis,  and  had  pvtbh'c  sittings  in  t  acri  of  the 
cities,  hearing  complaints  and  taking  testimony,  in  the  following  July 
the  Commission  submitted  an  elaborate  report,  which  is  said  to  have  been 
written  by  Judge  Cooley,  and  the  work  was  done  in  what  to  him  was  the 
busiest  portion  of  the  year.  In  December,  1886,  Judge  Gresham,  in  the 
United  States  Circuit  Court,  appointed  Judge  Cooley  receiver  of  the 
Waba.sh  Railway,  or  so  much  of  the  property  of  that  road  as  was  cast  of 
the  Mississippi  river.  The  property  had  been  for  some  time  in  the  han<ls 
of  receivers,  but  for  some  reason  tlieir  management  had  not  been  satis- 
factory. The  old  receivers  were  removed  and  Judge  Cooley  was  appointed 
in  their  place.  In  announcing  to  counsel  the  change,  Judge  Gresham  said : 
**  I  have  had  several  names  presented  to  me,  but  cannot  appoint  any  of 
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those  whose  names  have  been  sric^gcstcd.  I  shall  name  one  to  have  charge 
so  far  as  this  court  is  concc;  ucd,  who  cannot  fail  to  be  received  by  all  with 
satisfaction,  Judge  Cooky,  of  Michigan."  The  appointment  was  made 
without  first  ascertaining  whether  the  appointee  would  accept.  In  his  let* 
tcr  tendering  the  appointment,  Judge  Gresham  wrote  that  Judge  Cooley 
should  be  absolutely  free  to  select  his  own  subordinates,  and  that  his  com- 
pensation should  be  upon  the  basis  of  his  responsibilily  and  the  value  of 
his  time.  He  adds:  ** The  manner  in  which  the  announcement  of  your 
apppointment  was  received  must  be  very  gratifying  to  you."  The  public 
accepted  the  appointment  as  a  guarantee  that  the  road  was  to  be  managed 
in  the  interest  of  the  stockholders  and  of  the  public,  and  not  to  be  used 
in  the  interest  of  railroad  wreckers  and  stock  speculators.  Judge  Cooley 
accepted  the  rip]>ointment  and  continued  in  the  offu c  until  his  selection  as 
Interstate  Commerce  Commissioner  compelled  him  to  relinquish  it  in 
March,  18S7.  Very  soon  after  "An  Act  to  Regulate  Commerce  was 
[Missed,  it  became  rumored  that  J  udgc  Cooley  would  be  appointed  one  of 
the  Commissioners.  The  rumor  called  forth  from  Senator  Thurman  this 
letter :  ' '  The  newspapers  say  that  the  President  wants  to  appoint  you. 
1  ■sincerely  hope  that  this  i?  true,  and  that  if  he  tenders  you  the  appoint* 
ment  you  will  accept  it.  fm  without  flattnry,  I  say  that  in  my  judtrment, 
there  is  no  man  in  the  United  States  so  well  (qualified  to  be  on  tlie  Com- 
mission as  you  are."  On  March  22,  1887,  the  President  made  public  his 
appointments,  naming  Thomas  M.  Cooley  to  serve  for  the  long  term,  six 
years;  associated  with  him  were  William  R.  Morrison,  of  Illinois;  August 
Schoonmaker,  of  New  York;  A.  F.  Walker,  of  Vermont,  and  Walter  F. 
Bragg,  of  Alabama.  Judi^c  Cooley's  passion  for  work  has  been  simply 
extraordinary,  and  the  untiring  devotion  with  which  he  steadily  applied 
himself  filled  his  friends  with  astonishment  that  more  than  once  led  them 
to  remonstrate;  but  they  were  met  with  the  remark  that  no  man  was  ever 
killed  by  work  alone.  And  so  he  worked  on,  from  early  mom  until  late  at 
night,  apparently  feeling  no  need  of  a  vacation,  and  taking  none.  The 
writer  remembers  J uc!ge  Cooley's  telling  him  in  the  fall  of  l88j,,ihathe 
had  li  id  no  vacation  for  .some  years,  and  had  made  up  hi";  mind  to  Jake 
one,  and  that  he  should  leave  Ann  Arbor  for  Chicago  the  next  morning. 
The  next  morning's  train  took  him  to  Chicago,  getting  him  there  about 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening.  That  night  he  attended  the  banquet  given 
to  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England ;  the  banquet  ended,  he  took  the  first 
train  for  Ann  Arbor,  and  was  back  at  his  desk  again  next  day,  hard  at 
work  once  more,  his  vacation  bcinj^  over.  The  same  devotion  to  duty  and 
the  long  hours  of  uninterrupted  labor,  for  the  love  of  it,  characterized  his 
course  at  Washington  as  a  member  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis- 
sion. It  was  marvelous  that  he  did  not  break  under  the  severe  strain. 
The  explanation  appears  to  be  that  his  abstemious  and  regular  habits,  his 
life  of  the  utmost  simplicity,  had  preserved  at  their  best  all  of  his  mental 
and  physical  powers,  until  he  had  filled  the  measure  of  three  score  and  ten 
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years.  There  was  a  limit  even  to  his  endurance  and  it  became  necessary 
to  renounce  the  activities  of  half  a  century,  and  enter  upon  a  season  of 
absolute  rest.  Since  1894  he  has  not  engaged  in  professional  pursuits, 
and  as  a  consequence  his  family  has  enjoyed  more  of  his  companionship 

than  for  many  years  before.  He  lives  much  in  his  library.  He  is  ever 
gentle,  briE^ht  and  interesting  in  conversation.  lie  is  inild-tonipcrc-d, 
never  manifesting  a  sign  of  anger  or  irritability  and  never  entertaining  an 
evil  thought.  Justice  is  properly  considered  to  be  the  greatest  interest  of 
men  on  earth,  and  it  has  been  said  that  whoever  ministers  at  her  altar,  or 
contributes  anything  to  make  the  foundation  of  her  temple  more  firm,  or 
to  raise  its  dome  nearer  to  the  skies,  joins  his  name  and  fame  to  that 
which  must  be  as  enduring  as  the  fabric  of  human  society.  That  the  <;ub- 
ject  of  this  sketch  has  wrouglit  with  zeal  and  fidelity  in  his  work,  is  evi- 
dent, and  bis  name  shine  in.  tiie  gladsome  light  ,  of  our  jurisprudence 
through  all  the  years  to  come.  In  1890  Judge  Cooley  was  sorely  bereaved 
by  the  death  of  his  wife,  the  cheerful  companion  of  his  youth  when  skies 
were  sometimes  dark,  the  mother  of  his  children,  the  loyal  and  devoted 
mistress  of  his  heart  and  home  in  snnny  niitldle  hfe.  the  solace  of  hi?;  post- 
meridian years.  The  children  are  Eugene  F.,  im-ri  haul,  I^ansing,  married, 
six  children;  Edgar  A.,  lawyer,  Bay  City,  married,  four  children; 
Charles  H.,  instructor  in  biology.  University  of  Michigan,  married,  one 
child;  Thomas  B.,  physician,  Boston  City  Hospital;  Fannie,  wife  of  Alexis 
C.  Angell,  a  lawyer  of  Detroit,  and  son  of  President  James  B.  Angelt, 
three  children;  Maty,  at  home,  unmarried.  [The  foregoing  is  condensed 
from  the  bioc^raphical  sketch  in  "Distinguished  American  Lawyers,"  by 
Dr.  Henry  Wade  Rogers.] 


JAMES  VALENTINE  CAMPBELL,  deceased.  In  considering  such  a 
life  and  character  as  Judge  Campbell  presents,  the  bioprrapher  is  in  per- 
plexity to  determine  what  shall  be  left  un.said.  The  material  is  so  abun- 
dant and  the  space  so  limited  that  the  question  is  one  of  selection  and 
condensation.  All  details  are  perforce  omitted.  Judge  Campbell  was 
bom  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  February  25,  1823,  and  came  to  Detroit  with 
his  father  in  1826.  From  that  tune  until  his  death,  March  26,  1890,  he 
continued  to  be  a  resident  of  the  city  and  State  of  his  adoption.  It  is 
necessary  in  this  work  to  refer  to  him  only  as  a  la\v\  er  and  a  jurist.  His 
literary  ax\d  legal  education  were  carefully  supervised  and  as  complete  as 
could  be  obtained.  He  practised  law  in  Detroit  until  thirty-four  years  of 
age,  when  he  was  elected  one  of  the  judges  of  the  independent  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State.  For  thirty-three  years  he  was  a  member  of  that 
tribunal  continuously,  and  during  all  of  that  period  was  an  indefatirrable 
worker.  Winter  and  summer,  day  in  and  day  out,  found  him  eitiicr 
a.bsorbed  in  his  judicial  duties  or  occupied  with  literary  pursuits  which 
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*  claimed  his  time  during  vacations.  The  record  which  he  made  on  the 
Bench  is  as  well  known  to  the  profession  as  that  of  any  judge  who  ever  sat 
upun  the  Bench  hi  a  Western  State.  Tt  has  been  preserved  officially  in 
the  reports  of  cases  adjudicated  and  solemnly  attested  by  the  greatest 
members  of  the  profession  in  the  State.  When  the  memorial  resolutions 
were  offered  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  which  he  had  so  long  been  a  mem- 
ber the  most  prominent  members  of  the  Bar  from  different  parts  of  the 
State  were  present  to  speak  of  the  greatness  and  c^oodness  of  the  man 
whose  life  had  been  more  to  the  jurisprudence  ot  the  State  than  that  of 
any  other  individual.  From  these  expressions  the  greatness  and  the  purity 
of  his  life  are  abundantly  established.  Among  the  tributes  recorded  are 
those  of  Judges  Graves,  Brown,  Christiancy,  Champlin,  Morse,  Grant, 
Long,  Moore,  Webber  and  Governor  Blair.  From  them  we  learn  that 
"  his  natural  talents  were  high  and  commanding,  and  happily  set  off  by  an 
affluence  of  varied  and  elegant  learning.  He  was  devoted  to  his  profession, 
but  only  prized  it  as  the  handmaid  of  justice.  He  had  early  bathed  his 
mind  in  the  wellspring  of  the  civil  law,  and  absorbed  no  little  measure  of 
its  wisdom,  but  the  essential  doctrines  of  the  common  law  were  to  him  as 
the  milk  from  a  mother's  breast.*'  He  had  a  masterful  knowledge  of  the 
law,  an  amiable  temper,  unblemished  integrity  and  that  delicate  apprecia- 
tion of  what  justice  demands  which  wc  call  "  the  judicial  temperament." 
He  was  conservative  in  his  nature  and  a  champion  of  whatever  the  exper- 
ience of  the  ages  had  shown  to  be  safe  and  wise.  His  manner  upon  the 
Bench  was  the  perfection  of  judicial  courtesy.  He  was  a  patient  and 
attentive  listener,  deferential  even  to  the  youngest  members  of  the  Bar, 
deliberate  in  his  judgments,  but  inflexible  in  his  opinion.  He  was  both  a 
student  and  a  teacher.  He  was  ve'-sed  in  the  law  of  continental  Europe, 
particularly  that  of  France.  He  wrote  with  extraordinary  ease,  whether 
it  was  upon  historical  subjects  or  preparing  the  opinions  of  his  court.  As 
an  instructor  of  young  men  in  the  law  at  the  University  he  has  left  an 
imprint  upon  the  Bar  of  the  State  which  cannot  be  obliterated  during  the 
present  generation.  He  was  a  model  judge  in  every  way  and  at  all  times. 
He  recognized  to  its  fulle-t  degree  the  solemn  ohlitxatlon  that  rests  upon 
every  public  man  to  perform  laithiully  every  duty  that  belonf^s  to  his  posi- 
tion. His  noble  work  as  a  judge  stands  in  more  than  seventy  volumes  of 
the  Michigan  reports.  The  strength  of  his  personality  was  so  wrought 
into  his  teaching  that  he  was  a  builder  of  character,  as  the  thousands  of 
young  men  who  learned  of  him  in  the  Law  Department  of  the  University 
and  have  become  useful  citizens  as  well  as  sound  lawyers  sufficiently  prove. 
His  views  have  been  clearly,  strongly  and  concisely  stated  upon  all  the 
great  themes  of  law  and  equity  and  are  now  interwoven  into  the  whole 
fabric  of  the  State's  jurisprudence.  His  face  was  refined  and  benevolent, 
so  that  it  was  an  inspiration  to  a  young  lawyer  to  look  into  it.  He  was  a 
writer  of  marked  ability  and  conciseness.  His  brief  history  of  the  judicial 
system  from  the  earliest  colonial  period  to  the  present  time  is  one  of  the 
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most  interesting  and  valuable  sketches  on  that  subject  ever  published  in  the 
State.  He  attached  others  to  him  by  bis  amiable  disposition  and  his  con- 
tinual helpfulness.  He  was  hit^h-minded,  intellectual  and  pure-mmded. 
Above  all  his  lite  was  modLled  after  that  of  the  Great  Teacher  and  he  was 
constantly  exhibiting  in  his  unpretentious  daily  conduct  the  principles  of 
Christianity.  Certainly  no  man  who  has  lived  and  wrought  in  the  State 
secured  and  maintained  to  the  end  more  fully  the  confidence  of  the  whole 
people. 

*'  To  live  with  Fame 
The  gods  allow  to  many;  but  to  die 

With  equal  lustre  is  a.  blessing  Heaven 
Selects  fr<>iD  all  the  choicest  boons  of  Fate 
And  with  a  sparing  hand  oo  few  bestows." 


BENJAMIN  F.  GRAVES,  ex-Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  This  name 
stands  near  the  top  of  the  roll  of  the  great  jurists  in  Michigan.  Judge 
Graves  was  born  in  the  neighborhood  of  JRoclKsicr,  New  York,  October 
i8,  1817.  His  parents,  Samuel  Graves  and  Lois  Richardson,  were 
natives  of  New  England  and  he  inherited  the  genuine  characteristic  vir- 
tues of  the  best  New  England  people,  or  the  best  people  of  any  locality 
for  that  matter.  In  youth  he  was  not  strong  physically  and  therefore  not 
well  adapted  to  the  hard  work  of  the  farm  which  he  was  expected  to 
prosecute.  He  was  exceedingly  fond  of  reading  and  was  generally  a 
student.  The  volumes  to  which  lie  had  access  in  boyhood  were  not 
numerous,  but  such  as  he  could  obtain  he  read  eagerly  and  with  marked 
thoroughness.  He  studied  and  investigated  with  a  relish  unusual  in  boys, 
and  it  was  therefore  easy  for  him  to  form  the  habit  of  applying  himself 
sedulously  to  any  intellectual  pursuit.  His  school  education  did  not 
extend  beyond  academic  studies,  but  he  mastered  them.  Before  retching 
the  as^c  of  twenty  it  was  demonstrated  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  family 
that  he  was  ill  suited  to  farm  work  and  lie  discontinued  it  upon  medical 
advice.  It  can  hardly  be  claimed  that  the  advice  was  accepted  ungrate- 
fully, because  the  boy  had  other  aspirations  than  the  agricultural.  He 
decided  at  twenty  to  enter  upon  a  study  of  the  law  with  a  clear  appre- 
hension of  the  .steep  and  rugged  path  that  must  be  climbed  before  the 
heights  were  reached,  and  a  just  appreciation  of  his  ow  n  w  ant  of  prepa- 
ration to  begin  the  ascent.  His  estimate  of  himself  at  the  time  was  really 
below  his  merit,  for  he  had  considerable  knowledge,  if  little  culture;  but 
the  severe  judgment  at  the  threshold  of  so  important  an  undertaking  was 
not  without  value.  He  was  willing  to  begin  at  the  bottom.  It  was 
worth  something  also  to  realize  that  he  must  rely  upon  himself ;  no  pecu- 
niary assistance  could  be  expected  from  his  father.  For  six  months, 
beginning  in  the  s[)rin!7  of  1S37,  he  studied  in  the  office  of  Curtis  & 
Thomas,  learned  lawyers  ot  Albion,  and  then  removed  to  the  office  of 
Mortimer  F.  Delano  at  Rochester,  where  he  was  enabled  to  pay  a  part 
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of  his  expenses  by  clerical  work.  Mr.  Delano  was  surrogate,  and  Judge 
Addison  Gardiner,  who  at  that' time  Vf9s  Circuit  Judge  and  Vice  Chancellor  of 
the  Great  Western  Circuit,  occupied  the  same  room.  A  little  later  the 
Judge  resigned,  and  together  with  Mr.  Delano  established  the  eminent 
law  firm  of  Gardiner  &  Delano.  Judge  Graves  was  a  student  in  the  office 
of  this  firm  until  1841,  and  durin  ^  a  |jatt  <if  the  time  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tages affordcc!  by  a  re<ir)enre  in  the  family  of  Jud|^e  Gardiner.  The  oppor- 
tunity of  a-^sociation  with  the  most  promising  and  prominent  lawyers  of 
the  State  was  most  fortunate  as  a  means  of  culture  and  education.  He 
was  the  associate  of  J  udge  Noah  Davis  in  the  lyceum  or  debating  club,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  with  him.  He  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  Chief 
Justice  Church  and  other  men  of  note.  As  journal  clerk  of  the  Senate, 
to  which  he  was  appoijifod  the  winter  follnwincf  hi"  adiTiis^;ion  to  the  Bar, 
he  was  brought  into  contact  with  some  of  the  greatest  men  if  New  Ymk 
State,  who  were  then  Senators,  among  whom  were  Horatio  Seymour, 
Sanford  E.  Church  and  Erastus  Coming.  In  1843  Judge  Graves  came 
west  and  located  at  Battle  Creek,  Michigan,  where  he  engaged  in  practice 
at  once  and  continued  until  1857,  when  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Fifth 
Circuit.  In  the  mean  time  he  had  served  as  master  m  chancery  and  three 
terms  as  a  civii  magistrate.  He  had  little  taste  loi  a  general  practice  of 
the  law  and  a  decided  preference  for  judicial  duties.  In  June,  1S57,  he 
was  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  serve  the  residue  of  Judge  Pratt's  term 
as  a  member  of  the  Old  Supreme  Court,  which  expired  December  31  of 
the  same  year.  The  m  xt  day  his  firpt  term  a"  Circuit  Judf^e  opeind.  The 
circuit  was  large  and  the  judicial  service  hiborioLis,  at  least  tor  a  jmlgo  so 
conscientious  and  painstaking  as  Judge  Graves.  He  kept  very  full  notes 
of  every  case  on  trial,  without  the  assistance  of  a  stenographer,  and  wrote 
his  charges  to  the  jury.  His  duties  were  performed  with  such  general  accep- 
tability that  he  was  unanimously  re-elected.  He  was  obliged  to  hold 
night  sessions  in  order  to  clear  the  docket,  and  the  overwork  at  length 
occasioned  severe  lilness,  followed  by  his  resignation  in  After  a 

trip  east  with  his  family  for  recreation  he  settled  on  a  farm  which  he  had 
bought  near  Battle  Creek,  and  resumed  with  limitations  the  work  of  a  . 
practitioner.  He  was  not  permitted  to  remain  long  in  private  life,  but 
was  elected  in  1867  one  of  the  four  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  He 
was  re-e1<  I  trd  in  1875,  retiring  December  31,  1883.  after  a  continuous 
service  01  .sixteen  years,  four  of  which  were  in  the  capacity  of  Chief  Jus- 
tice. It  is  admissible  to  state  here,  after  a  disclaimer  of  any  intention  or 
suggestion  of  invidiousness,  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan  reached 
the  7(  iiitli  of  its  fame  during  the  period  from  1868  to  1876.  Cooley, 
Camphi  II,  Christiancy  and  Graven  were  the  jTidp;e'-,  composing  the  "His- 
toric Court."  The  explanation  for  placing  the  name  ''Graves"  la-t  in 
the  galaxy  is  that  its  initial  letter  comes  lower  down  in  the  alphabet. 
Each  of  these  jurists  possessed  his  own  peculiar  elements  of  greatness.  In 
the  language  of  an  eminent  practitioner  in  Michigan: 
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•'Judge  Graves  never  stopped  at  the  surface,  nor  the  next  la\'cr  of 
subsoil ;  he  always  went  down  to  bedrock.  His  opinions  bear  evidence  of 
the  thoroughness  of  treatment  of  the  subject  in  hand  and  are  lessons  to 
the  Bar.  He  was  neither  a  trial  lawyer  nor  an  advocate.  His  reputation 
was  made  on  the  Bcnrlt  and  in  that  position  he  has  had  feu-  peers.  He 
was  Circuit  Judge  at  a  lime  when  it  was  necessary  lo  dig  every tliinj^  out 
for  himself.  The  books  were  few  and  money  to  buy  them  less.  It  may 
be  stated  as  cntirrly  creditable  to  him  that  his  retirement  from  the  Supreme 
Court  was  voluntary.  He  could  have  been  re-elected  if  he  had  desired  it. 
He  did  not  re-enter  the  field  of  general  practice,  but  found  all  the  employ- 
ment desired  in  the  capacity  of  counsellor  and  tlu-  preparation  of  briefs  in 
important  cases.  He  possessed  a  large  and  valuable  library,  and  his  books 
not  only  covered  most  of  the  floor  but  filled  the  space  from  floor  to  ceil- 
ing. To  an  outsider  his  table  looked  as  if  it  were  the  depository  of  alt 
manner  of  papers  borne  in  by  a  cyclone  and  !cft  promiscuously  among 
piles  of  books.  But  there  was  no  chaos  in  this  wreckage  for  the  Judge. 
It  was  orderly.  He  knew  the  location  of  every  paj)cr  necessary  to  the  case 
under  consideration  and  could  put  his  finger  on  the  book  and  paj^c  desired 
at  any  moment.  His  liabits  formed  by  many  years  of  service  on  tlie 
Bench  were  such  that  he  could  not  be  hurried.  He  would  not  be  hurried ; 
but  the  pace  was  a  matter  of  Utile  consct-ucncc  when  the  client  could  rest 
his  cause  on  the  wisdom  of  his  counsel  and  the  soundness  of  his  opinion  on 
a  controverted  legal  question.  His  penmanship  was  like  the  old  fashioned 
•copy'  plate,  which  the  average  school  boy  was  never  able  to  imitate. 
When  lawyers  in  the  course  of  practice,  or  Other  person  requested  his 
opinion  in  an  iinpoiiant  matter  he  always  wrote  it  beautifully  on  brown 
wrapping  paper.  His  diction  was  faultless,  his  logic  convincing  and  his 
conclusion  unassailable.  For  years  after  his  retirement  from  the  Bench 
the  younger  lawyers  and  active  practitioners  in  his  locality  .v(  rc  instructed 
by  him.  He  taught  the  use  of  books,  the  value  of  ai^thorities  and 
methods  of  logic  in  a  way  to  impress  the  memory.  The  lessons  were 
invaluable  as  a  mental  training  and  to  them  is  attribuUble  a  large  measure 
of  the  success  some  practitioners  have  achieved." 

Judge  Graves  is  a  man  of  fine  sensibilities,  gentle  disposition  and 
accommodating  spirit.  His  sternness  on  the  Circuit  Bench  was  only  judi- 
cial. It  was  essential  to  the  systematic  and  orderly  di>^patch  of  business, 
but  was  foreif^n  to  his  nature.  He  was  married  in  1S47  to  Lydia  S.  Mer- 
rit,  who  died  three  years  afterwards.  In  1851  he  was  married  to  Anna  £. 
Lapham,  of  Erie  county,  New  York,  who  was  the  confidential  sharer  of  his 
joys  and  successes,  as  well  as  the  few  sorrows  that  may  have  come  into 
his  life  until  1894,  when  she  too  passed  over.  The  Judge  left  Battle  Creek 
a  few  months  later  and  took  up  his  residence  with  a  married  son  in 
Detroit.  He  rests  from  his  labors,  with  a  fame  untarnished  and  his 
intellect  unclouded,  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  library  and  his  grandchildren, 
calmly  waiting  for  the  sunset. 
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GEORGE  V.  N.  LOTHROP.— Hon.  George  Van  Ness  Lothrop,  a  distin- 
guished lawyer  of  Detroit^  was  bom  at  Easton,  Mass.,  August  8,  1S17. 
His  early  education  began  in  the  common  schools,  extended  later  to  a  care- 
ful preparation  for  college  and  a  classical  course  in  Brown  University,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  honors  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.    During  the 
same  year  he  entered  the  Law  Departmeat  of  Harvard  University,  where 
he  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  instruction  under  Joseph  Story  and  Simon 
Greenleaf,  who  held  professorships  in  the  school  at  that  time.    It  was  a 
rare  opportunity,  which  the  young  student  improved  to  the  fullest  possible 
extent,  until  impaired  health  compelled  him  to  abandon  study  and  live  in 
the  open  air  for  a  time.    He  came  West  ami  stopped  with  his  brother, 
!ivin<T  r>n  a  farm  in  Kalamazoo  County,  Michiyaa.    Here  he  employed  his 
time  at  various  kinds  of  farm  work,  giving  incidental  attention  to  reading 
until  health  was  restored,    In  1843  he  located  In  Detroit  and  resumed  the 
study  of  the  law  with  Joy  &  Porter.    His  fondness  for  the  law  amounted 
to  a  passion,  and  his  aptitude  for  it  made  the  mastery  of  Its  principles 
easy.    While  pursuing  his  legnl  studie?.  and  before  his  admission  to  the 
Bar,  he  arin'rrl  a  ca';f»  in  the  Supreme  Court,  by  special  permission  of  the 
judges  obtained  on  tlie  prayer  of  James  F.  Joy,  his  preceptor.    It  was  a 
casus  ceUbrey  entitled  the  '*  Michigan  State  Bank  vs.  Hastings  et  al."  His 
argument  was  able,  dear  and  forcible.    The  judges  not  only  complimented 
the  argument,  but  perceived  in  it  the  promise  of  a  brilliant  career  for  Mr. 
Lothrop  in  the  profession.    His  qualification  for  practice  wa'^  never  doubt- 
ful after  that.    He  formed  a  partnership  with  D.  Bethune  Dufiield.  which 
continued  for  twelve  years,  and  at  the  same  time  (1844)  was  appomted 
master  in  chancery  for  Wayne  County.    In  1848  he  became  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  the  State  and  held  the  office  until  1851.    His  opinions,  frequently 
sought  as  to  construction  of  statutes,  were  crisp  and  perspicuous,  evincing 
a  keen  analytical  mind  and  a  comprehensive  grasp  of  the  subject.  Although 
devoted  to  the  law,  he  turned  a^ide  occasionally  to  accept  political  office  at 
the  hands  of  his  admiring  ieUow-citizens.     He  has  at  all  times  been  in  fel- 
lowship with  the  Democratic  party  on  national  issues,  but  has  never  been 
known  as  a  bigoted  partisan.    Exercising  tlie  right  to  think  for  himself,  he 
has  on  occasion  justified  himself  and  secured  endorsement  by  the  people,  in 
independent  action.    For  example,  in  1853  the  proposition  to  divide  the 
common  school  revenue  hi  Detroit,  giving  a  portion  of  it  to  the  parochial 
schools  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  was  seriously  discussed.    The  nom- 
inees of  the  Democratic  party  for  municipal  olikes  appeared  to  regard  it 
with  favor.    Mr.  Lothrop,  earnest  and  conscientious  in  opposition  to  the 
scheme,  was  announced  as  an  independent  candidate  for  recorder  and  tri- 
umphantly elected.    He  held  that  the  funds  created  for  popular  education 
In  the  common  schools  must  *>e  held  inviolate  for  that  purpose,  and  could 
not  be  diverted  to  the  sectarian  pHrpcse  of  teaching  the  dogmas  of  any 

church  or  religious  creed.    In  i860  he  was  a  delegate  in  the  Democratic 
16 
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TiatioTial  convention  at  Charleston,  and  exerted  his  influence  to  secure  the 
nomination  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas.    He  was  a  friend  and  supporter  of 
the  Union  and  had  no  sympathy  with  secession,  so  ominously  foreshad- 
owed in  the  action  of  a  minority  of  that  memorable  convention.  Though 
eminently  qualified  for  the  highest  offices,  Mr.  Lothrop  has  not  held  him- 
self above  participation  in  the  political  concerns  of  his  own  community. 
For  nine  yoars,  beginninj^  with  1863,  he  served  as  one  of  the  inspectors  of 
the  Detroit  House  of  Correction,  and  for  six  years,  beginning  in  1 880,  as 
commissioner  of  the  Public  Library.    In  1867  he  was  a  member  of  the 
convention  to  revise  the  State  Constitution,  where  his  profound  under- 
standii^  of  the  limitations  and  defects  of  that  instrument,  his  broad,  prac- 
tical vicw*^  and  accurate  knowledge  of  existinf^  conditions,  enabled  him  to 
render  \  aluablc  service  to  the  State.     Having  discharged  every  duty  with 
characteristic  fidelity  in  these  humbler  stations,  his  ability  was  fitly  recog- 
nized by  President  Cleveland,  May,  1885,  in  a  nomination  as  Minister  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Government  of  Russia,  which  was  promptly  con- 
firmed by  the  Senate.    The  countiy  accepted  this  appointment  with  satis- 
faction, and  the  luMrty  approval  of  his  friends  and  neighbofB  in  Michigan 
was  qualified  only  by  expressions  of  regret  because  acceptance  of  the  high 
office  would  separate  him  from  the  community  for  a  term  of  years.  In 
going  abroad  he  carried  with  him  the  personal  esteem,  confidence  and  good 
will  of  all  the  people  of  his  State,  unaffected  by  partisan  bias  or  prejudice. 
He  filled  the  mission  in  a  manner  ciedita?)Ie  to  himself  and  satisfactory  to 
both  Nations  for  three  years  and  a  half,  when  lu  t*  ndrrrd  his  resignation 
and  returned  home.    The  greeting  extended  him  by  friends  and  neighbors 
was  cordial  and  sincere.    He  was  formally  welcomed  home  in  a  public  recep- 
tion, though  for  personal  reasons  declining  to  be  made  the  guest  of  honor 
at  a  banquet  which  was  tendered  him.    All  of  the  proceedings  evidenced 
the  attachm»»nt  of  the  community  to  its  distin-}:uished  citizen  and  the  pleas- 
ure ailorded  by  his  safe  return.    Since  that  time  he  has  not  engaged 
actively  in  professional  or  business  pursuits,  but  lived  quietly  in  his  com- 
fortable home.    He  is  not  only  a  man  whose  irreproachable  life  is  an  object 
lesson  of  morality  and  virtue,  but  one  whose  active  energies  have  been 
enlisted  for  more  than  forty  years  in  such  a  manner  ns  to  elevat*^  ihe  moral 
and  literan,'  tone  f>f  the  rommuntty  and  improve  the  hard  condition  of  thr 
unfortunate  objects  of  charity.    He  was  long  president  of  the  Young 
Men's  Society,  and  also  president  of  the  Associated  Charities.    While  his 
practice  has  not  been  confined  to  one  department  of  law,  or  a  single  class 
of  cases,  he  has  been  employed  much  of  the  time  as  a  counsellor  of  rail- 
road companies.     For  twenty-five  yf^rs  he  was  solicitor  of  thr  Michigan 
Central  and  at  various  times  has  been  counsel  respect ivrly  of  the  Detroit  & 
Milwaukee  and  the  Lansing  &  iNorthern.    Mr.  Lothrop  s  ability  as  a  law- 
yer is  recognized  by  the  profession  in  general.  .  His  reputation  is  not  con- 
fined within  the  boundaries  of  a  State,  but  is  National  in  scope.  Pos- 
sessed by  nature  of  a  strong  intellect,  with  faculties  so  combined  as  to 
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Utilize  all  of  the  mental  resources,  and  further  qualified  by  classic  and  lit- 

erary  scho  lar  hij) ;  having  unusual  powers  of  discernment  and  penetration, 
analysis  and  construction,  he  was  prepared  to  apprehend  n  IpctsI  principle 
or  adapt  a  judicial  opinion.  From  such  conditions  protcssional  success  IS 
a  natural  sequence,  especially  when  they  are  fortified  by  a  character  unim- 
peachable in  its  integrity,  a  will  persistent  in  the  prosecution  of  its  purposes, 
and  social  traits  responsive  to  the  impulses  of  friendship  and  susceptible  of 
the  most  cndurincf  attachments.  Mr.  I.othrop's  ability  a";  an  orator  has 
rarely  been  surpassed,  his  addresses  being  couched  in  diction  pure  and  ele- 
gant, his  logic  powerful,  his  style  free  from  objectionable  mannerisms  or 
redundancy.  Above  all,  his  unfailing  courtesy,  kindness  of  heart  and 
geniality,  his  fine  presence  and  beneficent  expression,  combine  to  make  his 
forensic  efforts  before  a  Jury  or  on  the  platform  most  enjoyable  and  edify- 
inc;  tn  thnsr  privileged  to  hear  !iiTn,  Tmpfrtnrbahility  of  temper,  no 
matter  what  the  provocation,  ha.s  always  marked  his  intercourse  with  his 
fellow-lawyers,  and  has  been  an  element  of  strength  in  an  almost  faultless 
character.  To  enumerate  the  celebrated  cases  at  the  Bar  in  which  Mr. 
Lothrop  has  been  counsel  would  be  to  review  the  court  proceedings  of  the 
past  half  Centura',  for  there  are  but  few  cases  of  absorbing  import  involving 
questions  of  Constitutional  law  or  large  moiietai-y  interests  in  which  he  has 
not  been  either  actively  engaged  or  of  counsel.  W^hcn  he  began  the  prac- 
tice, railroad  law  in  the  United  States  was  in  a  formative  stage,  and  Mr. 
Lothrop  has  probably  done  more  than  any  other  lawyer  to  bring  about  the 
existing  conditions  in  the  form  of  judicial  decisions  on  many  points  of  vital 
interest  to  railroads,  the  State  and  the  people.  It  is  a  question  of  con- 
gratulation with  Mr.  Lothrop  that  through  his  long  and  active  career  he  can 
look  back  without  regret  upon  his  relations  with  his  fellow-man  and  fail  to 
find  an  enemy,  while  the  universal  respect  and  consideration  shown  him  are 
proof  of  the  many  strong  attachments  and  the  friendly  relatii>n  ^  he  has 
uniformly  maintained  with  his  neighbors,  his  brother  lawyers  and  his  fellow- 
citizens.  He  was  married  at  Detroit  May  13,  1847,  to  Alniira  Strong, 
dauglitcr  of  Gen.  Oliver  Strong,  of  Rochester,  New  York,  who  died  April 
18,  1894.  He  has  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  the  fruit  of  this  union, 
now  living — Henry  B.,  Cyrus  E.,  Anne  and  Helen.  Another  son,  George 
Howard,  died  in  November,  1896.  His  eldest  daughter,  Anne,  is  the  wife 
of  Baron  Barthold  Hovnhigen  Hnene,  of  the  Chevalier  Garde  of  Her 
Majesty,  the  Empress  of  ail  the  Russias.  Two  sons,  George  H.  and  Cyrus 
E.,  are  members  of  the  Detroit  Bar.  Mr.  Lothrop  was  elected  president 
of  the  Detroit  Bar  Association  in  1879  and  served  until  June,  1896,  when 
he  peremptorily  declined  a  renomination. 
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SAMUEL  TOWNSEND  DOUGLASS,  Detroit,  Samuel  T.  Douglass, 
ex-Judge  of  the  Supreme  Covirt  of  Michfj^an,  was  born  iii  Rutland  county, 
Vermont,  in  1814.  Me  is  of  New  England  ancestry  tor  seven  generations. 
His  parents  removed  to  Fredonia,  Chautauqua  county,  New  York,  in  his 
early  infancy.  Here  he  grew  to  manhood,  received  an  academic  education 
and  in  part  studied  the  profession  which  has  been  theoccuijation  of  his  Hfc. 
In  1837  he  emigrated  to  Detroit  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Michigan 
near  the  close  of  that  year.  He  engaged  in  practice  the  first  year  at  Ann 
Arbor  and  then  returned  to  Detroit,  where,  from  that  time  till  his  retire- 
ment in  1888,  except  for  the  few  years  he  was  upon  the  Bench,  he  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  1845  he  was 
appointed  reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  published  the  two  first  vol- 
umes of  its  decisions,  covering  the  period  from  1843  to  1847  inclusive. 
He  resigned  this  office  in  1848.  The  late  Judge  James  V.  Campbell 
studied  law  in  the  office  of  tlic  firm  of  which  Judge  Douglass  was  a  mem- 
ber, and  from  the  time  of  his  admission  to  the  Bar  until  18$  i  was  associated 
with  him  in  business.  In  185 1,  at  the  first  judicial  election  in  the  Wayne 
Circuit,  which  includes  the  city  of  Detroit,  by  a  sudden  non-partisan 
mnvement,  he  was  elected  Judt^e  of  the  Circuit,  largely  by  Republican 
votes,  over  the  r^ular  candidate  ot  the  Democratic  party,  although  he 
himself  was  a  pronounced  Democrat.  The  judicial  office  was  suited  to  his 
tastes  and  abilities,  and  he  won  an  enviable  reputation  on  the  Bench ;  but 
its  labors,  which  included  service  as  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Court,  were 
so  excessive  as  to  tell  upon  hie  lu  alth.  When  a  separate  Supreme  Court 
was  organized  in  1857  he  was  nominated  by  his  party  fi*r  one  of  its  mem- 
bers. It  was  an  empty  compliment,  however,  for  ihc  party  was  in  a  hope- 
less minority  in  the  State.  His  successful  competitor  was  his  former 
partner,  Judge  James  V.  Campbell,  of  whose  long  and  honorable  career 
upon  the  Bench  this  was  the  beginning.  In  the  spring  of  1857  Judge 
DouL^Iass  resigned  the  Circuit  Judt^eship  and  returned  to  the  practice. 
Since  then  he  has  been  occupied  principally  with  protracted  and  com- 
plicated litigations  of  suflficicnt  im^portance  to  compensate  for  the  great 
amount  of  labor  he  bestowed  upon  them.  In  this  field  he  has  been 
eminently  successful.  The  chief  elements  of-  character  contributing  to  his 
success  at  the  Bar  and  upon  the  Bench  are  his  sound  common  sense,  his 
knowledge  of  human  nature  and  clear  intuition  of  the  credibilits  and  force 
of  evidence,  his  intellectual  integrity  and  rectitude,  his  force  of  will  and 
steady,  untiring  persistency,  and  the  conscientious  thoroughness  of  his 
investigation.  He  is  not  in  the  popular  sense  an  orator.  He  has  neither 
the  temperament  nor  the  intellectual  qualities  essential  to  the  great  advo- 
cate; nevertheless  his  earnestness,  candor  and  sincerity,  his  power  of 
analysis  applieii  to  the  testimony,  and  his  careful  preparation  always 
secured  to  him  a  good  measure  of  success  before  a  jury.  The  court,  how- 
ever, is  his  element;  his  statement  of  the  facts  is  condensed  and  lucid;  his 
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reasoning  upon  the  questions  of  law  or  fact  is  terse,  logical  and  forcible  — 
expressed  in  language  of  simplicity,  directness  and  force,  and  entirely  free 

from  ambiguity.  In  the  preparation  of  his  cases,  his  examination  f>f  the 
reported  decisions  is  usually  very  exhaustive  but  never  uncritical.  He  is 
in  no  sense  a  case  lawyer.  Indeed  lie  has  olten  been  accused,  and  perhaps 
not  without  reason,  both  as  a  judge  and  a  lawyer,  of  a  want  of  deference 
to  authority.  He  has  a  great  aversion  to  mere  technicalities  and  to  all 
devices  employed  to  avoid  the  substantial  merits  of  a  controversy,  and  was 
.snmptimp«^  charged  when  upon  the  Bench  v/ith  treating  them  despotically. 
In  a  biographical  sketch  published  some  years  ago  in  the  Magazine  of 
Webtern  History  the  writer  says  of  him:  "  With  all  of  his  other  qualities 
Judge  Douglass  is  a  very  hard  fighter.  Like  most  men  who  are  careful 
and  deliberate  in  forming  judgments  he  is  most  determined  and  tenacious 
in  sustaining  them.  He  goes  into  a  legal  battle  with  strong  convictions 
and  the  equipment  of  a  perfect  preparation.  The  position  which  his  judg* 
ment  has  led  him  to  take  is  exceedingly  apt  to  be  the  correct  one  and  this 
he  defends  by  the  skiiliul  use  of  every  weapon  of  legal  warfare  to  the 
utmost  extremity. "  One  of  the  great  jurists  of  Michigan  said:  "Judge 
Douglass's  greatest  professional  sin  is  against  himself.  He  undertakes 
tasks  of  such  magnitude  that  they  seem  almost  beyond  human  accomplish- 
ment, and  he  not  only  undertakes  but  well  performs  them.  This,  however, 
is  done  at  the  cost  of  a  strain  upon  himself  which  he  is  scarcely  justified  in 
enduring."  He  has  never  accustomed  iiimself  to  rely  upon  a  ready  wit  or 
fluent  speech,  but  makes  up  for  the  want  of  these  by  a  deep  and  thorough 
investigation  of  the  law  touching  any  case  and  the  merits  of  any  contro- 
versy. He  depends  more  upon  industrious,  painstaking  research  and 
methodical  arrangement  of  his  facts  and  his  testimony  than  upon  mere 
learning^,  or  anything  akin  to  inspiration.  Out<;ide  of  hi'^  prnfecqinn  his 
reading  and  studio^  arc  varied  and  extensive,  but  tar  more  iu  the  held  of 
science  than  the  realm  of  general  literature.  He  accepts  with  deep  con- 
viction the  generalization  of  Darwin  and  other  evolutionists,  and  their  far- 
reaching  consequences,  and  has  paid  much  attention  to  rational  ethics  and 
political  economy.  He  has  always  been  a  Democrat,  sincerely  attached  to 
the  fundamental  principles  of  his  party,  but  an  independent,  outspoken 
critic  of  what  he  regarded  its  aberrations.  He  was  deeply  i.uterested, 
from  the  outset,  in  the  movement  of  1 8 90,  whose  inception  was  a  protest 
against  the  action  of  the  Chicago  convention,  and  whose  culmination  was 
the  Indianapolis  convention  of  "  National  Democrats,"  which  gave 
the  protest  form  and  potency.  It  is  rather  more  difficult  to  define 
his  religious  views,  although  he  is  frank  in  the  expression  of  them. 
They  appear  to  lean  towards  scientific  agnosticism.  He  never  was  con- 
nected with  any  religious  organiEation.  The  writer  of  the  article  herein- 
before mentioned  says:  "  In  every  association  Judge  Douglass  maintains  a 
distinct  and  unmistakable  independence  of  character.  Most  amiable  and 
loyal  in  all  relations  there  is  a  piquant  dash  of  caviare  in  his  character  which 
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makes  him  an  cspcctally  charmuicf  companion.  Quite  consistent  with 
entire  dignity  of  thought  and  speech  is  his  ready  appreciation  of  the 
humorous.  Without  any  lack  of  symmetry  he  entirely  lacks  neutrality. 
He  is  not  a  person  of  conventional  views  or  opinions.  Outspoken  and 
frank  to  a  high  degree,  holding  his  right  to  independence  of  opinion  as 
sacred,  he  has  no  hesitation  in  declaring  his  views  whenever  they  are 
demanded,  and  they  are  always  so  declared  as  not  to  leave  the  leas:  chance 
for  misapprehension."  In  spite  of  this  he  has  made  no  enemieb  whusc 
friendship  is  worth  having*  for  his  honesty  of  motive  and  fair  dealing  are 
conceded  by  those  whose  interests  he  has  most  seriously  opposed.  In 
1856  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Campbell,  a  very  intelligent,  accomplished 
lady,  and  the  sister  of  Judge  Campbe!!.  In  iS:6o,  inii>t  lled  by  impaired 
health  and  enticed  by  his  love  of  nature  and  tlie  beautiful  scenery  of  the 
location,  he  built  a  residence  on  Gro^e  Isle,  on  the  bank  of  the  Detroit 
river,  and  the  following  spring  removed  there  with  his  family.  He  has 
resided  there  ever  ance.  Before  long  he  became  possessed  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  on  which  he  carried  on  farming  simultaneously  with  his  law 
practice.  The  ornamentation  of  the  grormd=  about  his  home  and  the  care 
of  his  farming  operations  atfordcd  the  needed  relief;  his  health  was  restored 
and  has  been  preserved.  His  family  of  three  children  grew  up  on  the 
island,  two  of  whom  with  their  numerous  progeny  are  now  located  on 
either  side  of  him.  Here  under  the  broad  shadow  of  trees  planted  by  his 
own  hand  or  under  his  personal  supervision,  over  thirty-five  years  ago,  he 
and  the  "partner  of  his  joys  and  sorrows'*  are  now  rcstincf  from  life's 
more  strenuous  labors.  Their  family  life  has  always  been  simple,  uncon- 
ventional and  unostentatious,  not  wanting  in  genuine  hospitality  and 
exceptionally  free  from  great  afflictions.  In  his  wider  social  life  Judge 
Douglass  has  always  been  a  warm  and  hearty  friend  and  a  public-spirited 
citizen.  He  has  at  all  times  taken  an  active  intcrcsf  in  education  and  has 
long  served  on  the  board  of  education,  both  in  Detroit  and  on  Grossc  T«!c. 
He  has  been  the  friend  and  advocate  of  every  rational  scheme  of  improve- 
ment in  the  community.  He  is  now  eighty-three,  unusually  active  and 
vigorous  for  his  years,  and  since  the  death  of  Hon.  James  F.  Joy  is  the 
oldest  member  of  the  Detroit  Bar.  He  has  survived  all  who  were  his 
professional  contemporaries  prior  to  1840. 


SIDNEY  D.  MILLER,  Detroit.  Sidney  Davy  Miller  was  born  at  Monroe, 
Michigan,  May  12,  1830.  On  the  side  of  his  father  he  is  of  French, 
HuE^rienot  and  Dutch  descent;  on  the  side  of  his  mother  his  descent  is 
Enghsh.  His  parents  were  Dan  Bramble  Miller  and  Elizabeth  Davy.  His 
father  was  a  merchant  and  public  spirited  citizen,  familiariy  called  "Honest 
Dan  "  by  contemporary  politicians.  He  was  one  of  the  foremost  in  that 
colony  of  New  England  and  New  York  men  who  settled  at  Monroe  in  the 
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twenties  and  early  formed  the  purpose  to  make  that  dty  a  rival  of  Detroit, 

or  in  fact,  eclipse  it  as  the  western  terminu?  for  eastern  commerce.  It 
noteworthy  that  Mr.  !MiIlt:r  in  1827  made  a  shijuticnt  of   [wo  hundrcel 
barrels  of  flour  which  was  the  first  export  of  flour  from  the  territory  of 
Michigan,  then  extending  west  to  the  Mississippi  River.    Among  the 
illustrious  list  of  these  pioneers  one  finds  Conant»  Wing,  Noble,  McClel- 
land, Christiancy,  and  others  imbued  with  the  progressive  spirit  and  well 
qualified  to  be  the  founders  of  a  new  colony*.    Dan  Bran^ble  Miller  was 
selected  hy  his  .associates  and  nciglibors  for  iii.iyor  of  tliccitvof  Monroe 
and  served  in  that  office  during  the  railroad  war  which  prevailed  at  the 
time  of  building  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  and  the  Michigan  * 
Central  Railroads.   It  is  a  matter  of  record  that  mayor  Miller,  as  the  chief 
executive  officer  of  the  annbitious  little  city,  then  known  as  the  '•  Inde- 
pendent State  of  Monroe,"  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  defend  at  all  hazards 
her  rights,  protect  her  interests  and  preserve  the  foundations  of  her  future 
greatness  already  so  carefully  laid.    In  the  course  of  his  duty  he  courage- 
ously defied  the  allied  powers  of  the  State  of  Michigan  and  the  Michigan 
Central  Railroad  Company  for  some  time,  believing  them  to  be  acting 
without  authority  of  law;  and  the  sequel  proved  his  judgment  correct. 
He  was  a  man  of 'unquestioned  probity  and  remarkable  force  of  character, 
couraCTeou55  in  the  exercise  of  his  official  prerogative  when  acting  from  deep 
convictions.  Mayor  Millet  was  also  receiver  of  public  moneys  (at  that  time 
an  office  of  importance)  at  Monroe  under  President  Andrew  Jackson. 
Sidney  D.  Miller  was  reared  in  the  town  of  his  birth  and  received  the 
rudiments  of  his  education  in  its  common  schools.    He  was  also  prepared 
for  college  in  the  preparatory  branch  of  the  University  of  Michigan  at 
Monroe.    He  was  graduated  with  the  degn^e  of  Bachelor  of  A'ts  at  the 
University  of  Michigan  in  June,  1848.  when  lu;  ums  pij^irct-n  vear.^  ni  aj_';e. 
He  studied  law  with  the  firm  of  McClelland  &  Chrisliancy, —  composed  oi 
Robert  McClelland,  who  was  afterwards  Governor  of  the  State  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  under  President  Pierce,  and*  Isaac  P.  Christiancy, 
afterwards  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan  and  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States.    His  lc;^al  studies  were  pursued  further  with  Alexander 
D.  Fraser  of  Detroit.     Ho  attended  the  Dane  Law  School  of  Harvard 
University,  Cambridge,  and  was  graduated  in  1850.    He  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  at  Detroit  in  January,  1852,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  He 
never  formed  a  partnership  for  the  practice  of  law.    Among  the  numerous 
cases  of  more  than  local  importance  in  which  Mr.  Miller  has  been  counsel 
only  a  few  are  mentioned  here:    Kcrcheval  vs.  Wood,  (3  Mich.  509), 
People  vs.  Kix,  (6  Mich.  144).    Hopson  vs.  Payne,  (7  Mich.  334).  Crane 
vs.  Partland,  (9  Mich.  496).    Mich.  Insurance  Co.  vs.  Brown,  (ii  Mich. 
265),    Brady  vs.  Northwestern  Ins.  Co.,  (11  Mich.  428).    Regents  of 
University  vs.  Young  Men's  Society,  (12  Mich.  138).    Mich.  Insurance 
Co.  vs  Whittemore,  (12  Mich.  428).    Van  Rensselaer  vs.  Whiting,  (12 
Mich.  450).    Estate  of  Benajah  Ticknor,  (13  Mich.  45).    Moran  vs.  Pal> 
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mer,  (13  Mich.  469).  Smith  vs.  Lawrence,  (15  Mich.  499).  Case  vs. 
Ervvin.  (18  Mich.  ^34^.  Crane  vs.  Reeder,  (21  Mich.  32).  Miller  vs. 
Thompson,  {34  Mich.  10),  and  Frue  vs.  Lohng  and  the  Mudsil  Mining 
case,  recently  in  the  higher  Federal  Courts.  His  practice  has  always  been 
more  as  a  consulting  lawyer,  however,  than  in  the  trial  of  causes  in  court, 
and  as  such  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  ablest  in  the  Northwest.  As 
counsellor  he  is  distinguished  for  his  farsighteHrtc<^?  atKl  diiilnmacy,  and  he 
has  successfully  guided  many  large  institutions  in  their  le<;al  <iff;iirs,  and 
directed  the  settlement  o£  many  valuable  estates.  Among  the  corporations 
with  whose  affairs  he  has  been  actively  connected  are  the  Detroit  and 
Milwaukee  Railway,  the  Detroit  City  Railway  Company,  the  Eureka  Iron 
Company,  and  The  Detroit  Savings  Bank.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
and  still  is  president  of  the  Detroit  Savings  Bank,  the  oldest  existing  bank 
in  the  State  and  latterly  has  given  more  attention  I0  that  institution  th  m 
to  the  practice  of  law.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  He  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  Detroit  College  of  Medicine  ever  since  its  incorporation ;  was 
a  police  commissioner  for  twenty-three  years  and  president  of  the  board 
much  of  the  time;  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  school  inspectors  at  one 
time,  and  while  in  that  pnqition  asfiistcd  in  establishing  the  public  h'brary 
sy^tini  of  Detroit.  As  a  public-spirited  citizen  he  w;is  One  of  the  leaders 
in  the  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  Belle  Isle  Park,  which  gave  to  the 
city  of  Detroit  one  of  the  most  attractive  and  beautiful  parks  in  the  coun- 
try and  he  was  also  conspicuous  in  originating  and  consummating  the  plans 
which  culminated  in  the  donation  to  the  city  of  the  present  site  of  the 
public  Art  Museum.  Sidney  D.  Miller  is  a  gentleman  of  large  abilities 
and  irreproachable  character.  He  is  possessed  of  tliat  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  world  which  comes  of  a  shrewd  observation  of  life  in  Its  varied  con- 
ditions. He  has  the  keen  penetration  which  gains  a  clear  insight  into 
human  nature  and  enables  one  to  estimate  motives  with  marvelous  accuracy. 
He  is  not  given  to  dress  parade  or  any  sort  of  ostentation.  He  has  never 
courted  ^clat  by  plumins^  hih  imagination  for  fancitul  fliL;hts  of  oratory,  or 
sought  distinction  in  the  brilliant  forensic  contests  whicli  his  profession 
invites.  He  is  rather  a  plain,  matter-of-fact  man,  a  cultured  gentleman  in 
every  respect,  who  weighs  his  words  and  calculates  the  effect  of  bis  actions. 
He  ponders  deeply  ai^d  acts  deliberately,  protecting  his  influence  by  that 
calm  reserve  which  is  tlu-  fortrc;=,=5  of  a  really  strong  man.  He  is  self-con- 
tained and  capable  of  inaturinv;  or;;.jinal  plan?  independently.  Withal  he 
is  neither  selAsh  nor  exclusive,  but  exhibits  lively  mterest  m  the  public 
welfare  and  likes  companionship.  Hts  friendship  is  reliable ;  his  integrity 
invulnerable. 
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ROI^ERT  P.  ELDREDGE,  deceased,  was  born  on  the  Hudson  river 
near  the  town  of  Greenwich,  Washington  county,  New  York,  in  1808,  and 
died  at  Mt.  Qemens,  Michigan,  November  2$,  1884.  During  his  infancy 
the  family  removed  to  Madison  county,  New  York,  where  his  father,  who 
\N  IS  a  lawyer,  became  prominent  in  the  profession.  He  attended  school  in 
Madison  cnnnty  until  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  Hamilton 
Ac.i<iern\'  tc  prepare  for  rnllej^r.  The  death  of  his  ir.oihcr,  one  vczr  Inter, 
resulted  in  the  breaking  up  of  tiieir  iionic  and  the  bcj>aiation  ol  the  family, 
consisting  of  eight  children.  He  was  thrown  largely  upon  his  own  re- 
sources and  by  teaching  school  during  the  winter  months  was  enabled  to 
attend  e\  ei  .d  terms  at  collie  during  the  spring  months.  From  early  boy- 
hood he  had  intended  to  pursue  the  vocation  of  hi":  father  for  a  life  work 
and  acting  on  the  advice  of  the  latter,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered 
upon  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Stowe  &  Gridly,  the  leading  law  firm 
of  the  county  of  Madison,  New  York.  He  temained  with  this  firm  only  a 
few  months,  however,  when  he  decided  to  make  the  west  his  abiding 
place  and  ^^tarted  for  what  was  then  the  almost  unknown  wilderness — -the 
Tei  rilrjty  of  Michigan.  Me  rf  ached  Detroit  in  the  sprinp^  of  1826  and 
secured  employment  as  a  teacher.  VVliilc  teaching  there  and  at  Pontiaclie 
was  also  engs^ed  in  studying  law  until  July  4,  1827,  when  he  settled  at  Mt. 
Clemens,  teaching  there  until  his  admission  to  the  Bar,  which  was  in  the 
fall  of  1828,  after  an  examination  before  the  Supreme  Court  sitting  in 
Detroit.  He  returned  to  Mt.  Clemens  invested  with  authority  to  practice 
law  and  opened  the  first  lawyer's  office  in  Maromh  county.  In  the  sparsely 
settled  country  it  was  difficult  to  make  a  living  at  his  profession;  but  with 
the  increase  of  population  there  was  a  corresponding  increase  of  business  in 
the  county,  and  the  professional  engagements  of  Mr.  Eldredge  became 
more  numerous  and  profitable.  He  prospered  in  his  profession,  having  the 
confidence  of  the  entire  community  in  which  he  lived,  ffe  appeared  on 
one  side  or  the  other  of  nearly  all  important  litigated  ca.Hcs  for  nearly  fift\' 
years.  He  interested  himself  in  all  measures  looking  to  the  advancement 
of  education  and  the  betterment  of  the  social  condition ;  was  moderate  in 
his  opinions  and  temperate  in  all  things.  His  political  sympathies  and 
affiliations  were  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  appointed  Secretary 
of  State  by  Governor  John  S.  Barry-,  serving  as  such  from  1842  to  1846, 
and  was  elected  State  Senator  for  the  term  1847-8.  He  Wed  the  practice 
of  law,  looking  upon  it  as  a  noble  science  in  which  there  is  always  some- 
thing new  to  learn.  Honest  in  his  dealings  with  other  men,  unselfish  in 
his  de\  otion  to  public  interests,  strictly  moral  in  character  and  upright  in 
the  discharge  of  ditttc';  a'5  he  met  them,  the  record  of  Mr.  Eldredge  was 
entirely  honorable  and  lus  life  singularly  pure.  He  w  as  married  to  I,ouise 
Crittenden,  of  New  York  State,  member  of  a  Connecticut  family  and 
related  to  the  Crittendens  who  have  been  prominent  in  the  annals  of  the 
country  as  lawyers  and  statesmen.    Of  this  marriage  Hon.  James  B. 
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Eldredge  of  Mt,  Qemens,  now(i896'!  judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
l6th  Judicial  Circuit,  and  two  dau<;hterF;,  Catherine  and  Mr?.  Carrie  K. 
Farrar,  were  the  issue.  His  wife  Louise  died  in  i!^43  and  he  niiirricd  on 
January  20,  1849,  Miss  Jane  A.  Leonard  who  survives  and  occupies  the 
homestead  on  South  Gratton  street,  with  her  daughter  Emma,  the  sole 
issue  of  this  union. 


JAMES  B.  ELDREDGE,  Mt.  Clemens.  Judge  Eldredge  has  been  a 
resident  of  Mt.  Clemens  continuously  since  his  birth,  November  25,  1836. 
He  is  the  only  son  of  the  late  Robert  P.  Eldredge  and  his  wife  Louisa 
Crittenden.  He  was  literally  born  into  the  profession  and  inherited  the 
talent«  and  predilections  of  a  lawyer.  His  paternal  s^randfather  wa-  iit  inii- 
nent  in  the  profession  for  many  years  in  Madison  county,  New  York.  His 
father  was  the  first  lawyer  to  open  an  office  for  practice  in  Macomb  county, 
Michigan,  in  1828.  His  mother  was  a  member  of  the  Crittenden  family 
whose  sons  have  been  distinguished  in  the  professiot)  ol  law  and  statesman- 
ship in  the  United  States  for  several  generations.  A  personal  resemblance 
is  thought  to  exi«t  betv.'cen  the  Jiidf^e  and  the  Crittendens.  Sprint;iag 
from  such  a  lineage  it  would  hci\  t  been  a  cause  of  wonder  had  he  not  been 
found  in  the  ranks  of  the  legal  profession.  His  early  education  was 
obtained  in  the  district  schools  at  Mt.  Clemens,  in  the  branch  of  the  State 
University  at  Romeo  and  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  where  he  was  gradu- 
ated wHb  t  he  cla??  of  1855,  receiving  the  cla'jsical  degrees.  In  the  oflice 
of  his  father  and  under  Ins  instnirtion  he  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  in  185S  after  exaniiaution  before  Hon.  Sanford  M.  Green,  Asso- 
ciate Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  holding  Circuit  Court  at  Mt.  Clemens. 
He  entered  the  law  firm  of  which  his  father  was  the  head,  "Eldredge  & 
Hubbard,"  and  on  the  dissolution  of  that  firm  and  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
TTiibbard  he  continued  with  his  father  as  partner,  the  style  of  the  firm 
being  R.  P.  &  J.  B.  F.ldredge.  His  father  withdrew  from  active  practice 
in  1878  and  he  continued  alone  until  he  became  associated  with  S.  B. 
Spier  his  son-in-law.  This  partnership  was  dbsolved  only  by  his  accept- 
ance of  the  office  of  Circuit  Judge  of  the  i6th  Judicial  Circuit,  the  duty  of 
which  he  entered  upon  January  ist,  1894.  Judge  Eldredge  has  always 
been  a  connistent  adherent  to  the  Democratic  party  and  was  elected  to  the 
judicial  office  he  now  holds  as  the  candidate  of  that  party.  ¥U  has  also 
served  the  county  in  other  public  offices — in  1863  and  64  as  Representa- 
tive in  the  House  of  the  State  Legislature;  and  as  prosecuting  attorney  by 
election  in  1864,  again  in  1870,  1872  and  1876,  He  was  then  elected 
judge  of  probate  in  1876  and  again  in  iRSo,  serving  two  ternr;  of  four 
years  each.  In  every  position  he  has  given  entire  sattsfacttoii  to  the  people 
in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties.  Whether  as  law-maker  in  the  Legis- 
lature, as  the  prosecutor  of  law>breakers  in  the  county,  or  as  judge  of 
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probate  determining  the  rights  of  the  people,  his  public  duty  ha?;  been 
discharged  with  ah'-volute  fairnes?  and  fidelity.  He  was  called  to  the  Circuit 
Bench  by  the  election  ot  November,  1S93,  and  taking  his  seat  January, 
1894,  for  a  term  of  six  years.  Judge  Etdredge  is  quiet  and  courteous  in 
manner,  dignified  but  not  austere,  easy  of  approach  and  gentle  in  his 
speech.  He  is  loved  and  respected  by  the  Bar  and  by  the  community  in 
which  he  has  lived  all  his  days.  He  has  served  for  many  years  as  school 
inspector  and  trj=;tee  of  the  union  or  high  school  and  has  taken  a  lively 
interest  in  educational  matters  so  as  to  secure  the  best  possible  results  to 
the  people.  He  has  encouraged  and  fostered  the  public  library  which  is  now 
kept  open  every  day  with  free  access  thereto  by  the  public.  His  family 
attends  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  to  which,  as  well  as  to  other 
institutions  and  charities,  he  has  always  been  a  contributor.  His  practice 
has  been  a  general  one  in  the  State  and  United  States  Courts,  where  he 
has  met  with  success.  He  was  married  Januaiy,  1859,  to  Helen  D.  Fitch,  of 
Albion,  New  York.  His  daughter,  Julia,  is  the  wife  of  S.  B.  Spier, 
lawyer,  of  Mt.  Clemens,  and  his  son,  Robert  F.,  is  also  an  attorney  in 
practice  at  Mt.  Clemens,  being  the  third  generation  of  the  family  in  the 
profession  at  the  same  place. 


R0i3ERT  F.,  son  of  the  subject  of  the  preceding  sketch,  was  born  in  Mt. 
Clemens,  September  19,  1864;  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Mt.  Clemens 
and  graduated  from  the  high  school  there.  He  entered  the  Scientific 
Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  whence  he  was  graduated  in 
1885  with  degree  of  B.  S.  He  remained  at  Ann  Arbor  for  one  year  as 
assistant  librarian,  improvinj?^  his  time  in  reading  and  5ttidy.  On  returning 
home  he  read  law  in  the  oi¥ice  ot  Eldredge  &  Spier  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  1888  after  an  examination  before  the  Circuit  Court.  He 
entered  into  the  practice  in  association  with  his  father  and  Mr.  Spier  and 
continued  until  1894,  since  which  date  he  has  been  register  of  probate  for 
Macomb  county  and  associated  with  Hon.  James  G.  Tucker,  judge  of  pro- 
bate court  in  the  general  practice.  He  was  appointed  city  attorney  for 
Mt.  Clemens  in  1893-4-5  by  the  Mayor  and  Council.  Mr.  Robert  F. 
Eldredgc  is  endowed  by  nature  with  a  fine  physique  —  tall  and  robust. 
With  his  natural  and  acquired  abilities  and  habits  of  industry  he  has  before 
him  a  career  at  the  Bar  of  vast  opportunity.  There  is  little  doubt  but  he 
will  make  a  mark  in  his  profession  worthy  of  the  ancestry  which  blood 
flows  in  his  veins  and  w  hose  names  have  been  so  intimately  connected  with 
the  l^al  profession  of  this  and  other  States. 
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SAMUEL  W.  VANCE,  Port  Huron.  Jndc^c  Vance,  of  thr  Thirly-tlr^: 
Judicial  Circuit,  is  one  of  Michigan's  adopted  sons  that  has  honored  the  State 
and  himself.  He  was  bom  in  Durham  county,  Canada,  December  9,  1852. 
His  father  and  mother  were  natives  of  Ireland;  the  former  hailing  from 
County  Antrim  and  the  latter  from  County  Caven.  His  mother  was  brought 
to  America  by  her  parents  when  she  was  eleven  years  of  age.  His  father 
came  over  in  iHiK  with  his  parent*;,  who  located  in  Durham  county, 
Canada;  married,  srttlcd  on  ,1  farm  and  raised  a  family  of  twelve  children 
of  whom  Samuel  W.  was  the  youngest.  The  father  of  Judge  Vance 
removed  in  1837  lo  Lambton  county,  where  he  continued  to  follow  agd' 
cultural  pursuits  until  his  death  in  i860.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died 
in  1892,  at  the  old  homestead,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  Samuel 
W.,  like  sons  of  other  farmers,  attended  school  in  his  youth  for  six 
months  in  the  year  and  put  in  the  interval  at  work  on  his  father's  farm. 
The  habits  of  industry  formed  in  his  early  life  he  never  abandoned.  He 
decided  to  use  the  small  patrimony  left  him  in  providing  himself  with  a 
good  education  and  began  his  course  at  Albert  College,  Belleville,  Canada. 
He  matriculated  at  the  University  of  that  place  and  in  the  fall  of  1876 
entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor, 
anH  <,va«  cfrnduated  in  1878,  withthede^^ree  of  LL.  B,  He  wa«  admitted  to  the 
Bar  at  Ann  Arbor,  March  25,  1R78.  He  now  found  himself  the  possessor 
of  a  degree,  but  no  money  in  his  pocket.  In  his  own  expressive  language, 
he  had  "put  his  capital  all  into  his  head.'*  Subsequent  events  proved 
that  this  was  a  much  better  investment  than  putting  it  in  even  the  very 
best  Canadian  soil.  He  settled  at  Port  Huron,  January  2,  1879,  and  took 
a  position  in  the  office  of  Atkinson  &  .Stevenson.  r\herc  he  remained  for 
some  time  as  a  clerk;  later  enterinf^  into  partnership  with  \\'illiam  F. 
Atkinson,  which  continued  from  1879  to  i88i.  For  the  next  year  he  was 
with  P.  H.  Phillips.  He  then  formed  a  partnership  with  Judge  £.  W. 
Harris,  upon  the  latter's  retirement  from  the  Bench  of  the  Circuit  Court 
which  was  continued  until  1885.  From  that  time  on  he  was  associated 
with  O'Brien  J.  Atkinson  until  he  was  nominated  for  Circuit  Judge  in 
April,  f8o?.  He  was  elected  to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
the  term  was  re-elected  for  a  full  six-year  term,  which  will  not  expire 
until  1900.  While  not  in  any  sense  a  politician,  Judge  Vance  has  espoused 
the  principles  of  the  Republicans,  believing  they  will  best  promote  the 
interests  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Nation.  He  never  sought  office 
except  in  the  line  of  his  profession.  He  was  for  two  yea  i  y  attorney 
for  Port  Huron.  He  was  married  September,  1887,  to  Miss  Carrie  E. 
Sines,  of  Wayne  county,  Michigan.  They  have  one  child.  Mr.  Vance 
had  no  specialty  in  his  profession  but  commenced  at  once  trying  important 
cases  in  all  the  courts,  arguing  his  first  case  in  the  Michigan  Supreme  Court 
before  Cooley,  Campbell,  Marston  and  Graves,  of  the  Old  Bench  so  much 
renowned  in  Michigan.    He  frequently  appeared  in  the  United  States 
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Circuit  anrl  District  Court?  before  Hon.  Henry  B.  Brown,  now  Justice  of 
the  Supiemc  Court  of  tin-  Ihiitrtl  St.itrs.  When  the  Congress  of  Judges 
was  about  to  convene  at  the  • 'Columbian  Centennial"  in  Chicago  in  XS93, 
Judge  Vance  was  designated  by  Chief  Justice  Hooker  to  represent  Mich- 
igan in  that  assembly.  He  always  had  great  confidence  in  legal  principles 
and  but  Httle  respect  for  opinions  or  decisions  which  conflicted  with  his 
settled  convictions  of  what  those  principles  %vere,  and  the  lawyers  of  his 
circuit  often  refer  to  this  trait  in  his  character.  He  is  warm  hearted  and 
trustful  in  disposition ;  kindly  in  his  treatment  of  all  and  courteous  tu  an 
unusual  degree.  On  the  Bench  he  exhibits  the  same  amiability  of  temper 
found  in  his  daily  Ufe.  He  is  an  extremely  good  listener,  weighs  all 
thoughts  presented  with  the  utmost  care,  is  patient  under  contention  and 
quite  as-considerate  and  courteous  towar<l  the  youngest  as  the  oldest  mem- 
ber of  tlie  Bar.  bio  lawyer  has  yet  so  smarted  under  defeat  as  to  mtimatc 
the  slightest  doubt  of  his  entire  fairness  and  even  defeated  clients  go  away 
from  the  court  room  full  of  his  praise.  The  members  of  his  Bar  say  that 
alt  in  all  he  is  one  of  the  truest  of  men  and  best  of  judges. 


AUGUSTINE  S.  GAYLORD,  late  of  Saginaw.  Hon.  Augustine  Smith 
Gaylord  was  bom  February  7,  1 831,  at  Jefferson,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio, 

and  died  June  21,  1877,  at  his  home  in  Saginaw.  He  was  the  son  of 
Harvey  Russell  Gaylord  and  Stella  M.  Atkins.  The  former  was  a  man  of 
ability,  honored  and  esteemed  by  his  neighbors  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  The  latter  was  a  woman  endued  with  all  the  traits  that  dis- 
tinguish the  pure,  the  good  and  the  noble.  She  was  a  mother  to  be 
revered  by  her  children  and  whose  memory  is  always  precious.  His  grand- 
father was  Maj.  Levi  Gaylord,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  the  descendant 
of  a  noble  H  ii.:^in:iiot  f.inii!y  thnt  foufrht  for  liberty  of  conscience  in  France 
iiuec  hundred  years  ago  and  was  among  the  refugees  who  fled  from  France 
to  England  on  account  of  the  religious  persecution.  It  will  thus  be 
observed  that  Augustine  S.  Gaylord  was  descended  from  a  noble  ancestry 
and  bom  of  a  mother  capable  of  teacliiiu;  by  example  and  precept.  His 
boyhood  was  pa<^scd  on  the  farm  near  J(  fferson  with  such  limited  advantages 
for  education  as  the  neighborhood  could  furnish,  lie  was  active,  bright, 
hopeful,  and  moved  by  a  restless  energy.  His  genial  disposition  won  the 
love  and  respect  of  his  playmates  and  associates.  As  indicating  the  liberal 
views  entertained  by  his  family,  the  fact  may  be  mentioned  that  he  was 
sent  to  Oberlin  College  for  his  education.  By  his  application  to  study  and 
his  remarkable  aptness  in  acquiring  knowledge,  he  made  rapid  progress  in 
the  school.  His  frankness  and  heartiness,  courtesy  and  kindness,  won  the 
hearts  of  professors  and  students  alike.  Being  the  eldest  of  a  large  family 
of  children  he  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  feeling  that  he  ought  to 
become  self -supporting  and  not  further  tax  his  father  with  the  expenses  of 
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attendance  at  college.  Moved  by  these  unselfish  impulses  which  were  honor- 
able and  praiseworthy,  he  Ipft  college  before  graduation.  In  1851  he 
became  principal  of  the  school  in  Saginaw,  Michigan.  Up  to  that  time 
there  is  no  evidence  of  his  intention  to  engage  in  any  other  profession  than 
that  of  teaching.  He  was  well  adapted  for  that  work  by  his  natural  traits 
of  character  and  his  scholastic  acquirements.  He  was  popular,  not  only 
in  the  school  room,  but  among  citizens  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  At 
the  age  of  twentv  nn  yonrif^y  man  in  the  community  enjoyed  or  desprvcd 
larger  popularity.  Abruu  this  tiiiic  :'.n  incidi-nt  occurtxil  which  changed 
his  purpose  and  determined  the  course  of  hh  iuiuie  life.  A  vacancy 
occurred  in  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  court,  which  he  was  appointed  to  iill 
upon  a  petition  signed  by  every  member  of  the  Bar.  The  appointment 
was  made  by  the  now  venerable  Judge  Sanford  M.  Green,  and  the  event 
proved  its  wisdom.  The  fact  that  yminr^  (jaylord  was  ineligible  at  the 
time,  hircaa  c  he  had  not  attained  his  majority,  was  known  to  a  few  law- 
yers, but  did  not  prevent  tlicir  asking  his  appointment.  He  was  described 
by  the  judge  and  known  to  all  members  of  the  Bar  as  a  model  clerk.  At 
the  succeeding  election,  in  1852,  he  was  elected  to  the  office  as  the  Whig 
candidate,  although  the  county  at  the  time  polled  a  large  Democratic 
majority.  The  result  was  an  evidence  of  hi?  fitr»r«';  for  the  ofTice  and  the 
personal  esteem  in  whicli  he  was  held  by  men  of  oppositig  political  views. 
It  was  while  in  the  office  of  county  clerk  that  he  acquired  the  taste  and 
formed  the  resolution  to  enter  the  profession  of  law.  He  was  fortunate  in 
having  among  his  most  intimate  acquaintances  the  Hon.  John  Moore,  then 
a  member  of  the  Saginaw  Bar.  The  acquaintance,  first  formed  in  1851, 
ripened  into  a  friendship  whose  intimacy  was  unbroken  until  the  death  of 
Mr.  Gaylord.  His  preceptor  in  the  study  of  law  was  Judge  Moore,  who 
admitted  him  to  a  partnership  on  equal  terms  upon  his  admission  to  the 
Bar,  in  1856 — a  generous  and  unusual  act.  This  partnership  which  at  the 
beginning  and  at  all  times  covered  a  large  business,  continued  until  1861. 
It  was  only  natural  that  a  young  man  endowed  v/ith  the  traits  which  gave 
him  such  Avidc  popularity  should  have  the  opportunity  to  enter  the  field  of 
politics.  Mr.  Gaylord  was  a  Republican  from  the  lime  the  party  was 
organized.  He  had  been  a  Whig,  as  his  father  had  been,  before.  He 
served  as  a  member  of  the  common  council  of  the  city  as  a  patriotic  duty, 
at  a  time  when  the  office  commanded  no  compensation  in  money.  He 
held  the  office  of  Circuit  Court  Cnmmis^ioner  and  performed  its  duties  with 
abilitv  and  usefidness  for  .1  ix  riiu":  of  four  year'-.  He  would  liave  been 
appointed  Circuit  Judge  if  Governor  Biair  had  acceded  to  the  unanimous 
request  of  the  Bar  of  that  circuit  in  1861,  when  a  vacancy  occurred.  In 
1862  he  was  elected  Representative  in  the  State  Legislature  on  the  Union 
ticket,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  duties  of  a  legislator  with  the  same 
eamcstnc'^s  and  fidelity  which  characteri7-ed  his  work  in  private  life  and  his 
dischait^c  of  the  dutie'-  of  other  offices.  It  was  at  the  session  of  1863 
that  he  voted  against  the  re-election  of  his  old  friend  Zachariah  Chandler 
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as  United  States  Senator    The  subsequent  relations  between  the  two 

seemed  to  negative  the  generally  received  opinion  that  "  Chandier  never 
forgave  one  who  opposed  his  wi'5hes."  Twelve  years  later  Mr.  Gaylord 
was  appoinLcd  Solicitor  of  the  interior  Department,  upon  the  earnest 
recommendation  of  Mr.  Chandler,  when  the  latter  accepted  the  Secretary- 
ship of  the  Interior  in  the  Cabinet  of  President  Grant.  The  personal 
relations  between  the  two  were  always  most  cordial.  Mr.  Gaylord»  more 
than  any  other  man,  received  the  confidence  and  affection  of  Secretary 
Chandler.  It  is  asserted  that  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  solicitor  was 
made  a  condition  of  the  acceptance  of  the  portfolio  by  the  Secretary.  The 
large  opportunity  afforded  in  this  office  proved  his  ability  as  a  lawyer  and 
his  integrity  as  a  man.  He  was  appointed  by  President  Grant  as  a  com- 
nii<^«;'oner  to  nrl  in  connection  with  Bishop  Whipple  in  negotiating  a  treaty 
with  the  Indians  of  the  Red  Cloud  and  Spotted  Tail  agencies  in  Dakota 
and  Montana.  The  exposure  incurred  during  that  trip  to  the  nortliwest 
was  a  contributary  factor  in  hastening  his  death.  For  twelve  years  prior 
to  his  death  he  was  the  partner  of  Benton  Hanchett  in  the  practice  of  law. 
The  business  of  the  firm  was  both  large  and  profitable.  The  character  of 
it  and  the  successful  manner  in  which  it  was  conducted  proved  the  ability 
and  capacity  of  the  lawyer  to  manage  large  undcrtalsings.  He  counselled 
wisely  and  conducted  his  cases  with  method  and  painstaking  care.  He 
was  an  impressive  advocate,  a  close  student  of  legal  principles  and 
extremely  careful  in  the  preparation  of  cases.  His  knowledge  was  practical 
and  always  adaptable  '.o  the  ease  in  hand.  It  is  said  that  during  the  period 
of  his  service  as  solicitor  only  one  of  his  decisions  was  reversed,  and  the 
Secretary  always  maintained  that  he  was  right  in  that  instance  and  the 
overruling  power  was  in  error.  He  gave  such  unremitting  and  absolute 
attention  to  the  duties  of  the  office  that  his  health  was  impaired  and  his 
life  shortened.  His  domestic  relation?  deserve  especial  mention.  He  was 
marrieij  in  (_)Lt'>br'-,  18^6.  to  Miss  F.uiclim:  R.  Warren,  of  Ripori,  Wiscon- 
sin, a  cultivated  and  estimable  woman  who  survived  him  and  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  N.  B.  Bradley,  of  Bay  City.  Two  sons  and  two  daughters 
were  bom  of  this  union,  namely,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Morley,  of  Saginaw;  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Parsons,  of  Hay  ward,  California;  Augustine  S.  Gaylord,  who 
has  a  fruit  ranch  in  southern  Californi.i;  and  Harry  Gaylord,  a  graduate  of 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  who  is  now 
studying  pathology  in  Goettingen,  Germany,  preparatory  to  making  this 
profession  his  life  work.  The  mental  fiber  of  Augustine  S.  Gaylord  was 
fine.  His  uniform  urbanity  in  social  and  professional  intercourse  sprang 
from  the  unafTected  kindness  of  his  heart.  Hi-^  hi  Ipfuhtess  of  young  men, 
wliethcr  in  the  profession  or  in  trade,  wn^  r-u-  naMir.ii  m-inifestation  of  a 
wholesome,  generous  disposition  wiiich  leads  one  to  improve  the  daily 
opportunities  for  doing  good.  He  would  go  out  of  his  way  to  lend  assistance 
and  encouragement,  by  giving  his  patronage  to  a  worthy  young  man  who 
was  starting  in  business.    At  the  memorial  meeting  of  the  Bar,  held  on 
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the  occasion  of  his  death  all  the  youi^  members  referred  to  his  kindness  to 
them  when  they  were  starting  in  life.  The  gentleness  and  refinement  of 
his  nature  are  evidenced  by  his  love  of  art  and  music.  He  had  a  talent 
and  a  pas-^ion  for  Tiiusic  and  was  a  skillful  performer  on  several  instruments. 
For  more  than  twenty  years  he  was  leader  of  the  choir  in  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  Saginaw,  of  which  he  was  a  communicant  and  a  vestryman.  He 
possessed  a  versatile  mind  which  was  constantly  nurtured  1^  the  best  read- 
ing. He  also  read  for  entertainment,  amusement  and  recreation — carrying 
on  ?;y^tematically  several  different  kinds  or  courses  of  readinj^  at  the  ?ame 
time.  He  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  friendship  ot  President  Grant. 
Alter  his  death  his  widow  received  many  letters  of  condolence  from  asso- 
ciates in  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  all  testifying  to  his  lovable  dispo- 
sition, his  unimpeachable  integrity  and  the  resoluteness  with  which  he 
maintained  his  integrity  against  the  corrupting  influences  ever  present  in 
that  department.  lie  was  always  a  true  man,  whose  reputation  was  never 
smirched  in  public  or  private  life.  (In  the  preparation  ot  this  sketch  the 
writer  has  followed  closely  the  excellent  bic^^phy  written  by  John  Moore, 
Esq.,  friend  and  partner  of  the  subject,  and  published  in  the  Cyclopedia  of 
Michigan.) 


EUGENE  WILBER,  Saginaw.  J  udge  Eugene  Wilber  was  bom  at  Law- 
renceville,  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York,  July  24,  1839.  His  father, 
Geoi^e  B.  Wilber,  was  born  in  Vermont,  but  settled  in  Lawrenceville 

when  a  young  man  and  resi  'ied  there  during  the  remainder  of  life,  which 
ended  in  1893.  His  molln  r.  ( )rpha  Hodges,  wa?  ako  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont, whose  death  at  Ivawrcncevilie  preceded  that  oi  her  husband  several 
years.  Judge  Wilber's  boyhood  was  employed  at  work  on  the  farm  and 
at  study  in  the  district  school,  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen.  He 
then  entered  the  academy  at  Malone,  New  York,  where  he  prepared  for 
college.  In  1S60  he  entered  Middlebury  College,  Vermont;  but  in  the 
fall  of  1862,  like  thousands  of  other  patriotic  youni;  men,  he  left  the 
college  for  the  army.  He  enlisted  as  first  lieutenant  of  Company  H., 
io6th  Regiment,  New  York  Volunteers,  In  1863  he  was  commissioned 
as  captain  of  his  company.  His  regiment  was  attached  to  the  Sixth  Corps 
of  tin:  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  fought  under  Grant  in  the  battles  of 
the  Wilderne?<^.  Spotsylvania,  Cold  Harbor  and  Petersburg;  with  Sheri- 
dan, in  his  brilliant  campait^n  through  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  at  Winches- 
ter, Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek.  He  received  a  wound  in  the  side  at 
Cedar  Creek  which  resulted  in  disability,  terminating  in  his  discharge  from 
the  army  in  January,  1865.  On  returning  home  he  went  to  Malone,  New 
York,  where  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Taylor  &  Hobtw  as  a  student. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Rar  in  the  fall  of  1 865  at  Malone,  and  remained 
there  engaged  in  the  practice  until  1869.    He  tlien  came  west  and  set- 
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tied  in  Saginaw,  which  has  since  been  his  home,  and  where  he  has  be- 
come as  thoroughly  c«tnhllshed  in  the  profession  as  in  honorable  citizen- 
ship. A  period  of  thirty  years  hns  been  devoted  to  the  profession.  The 
only  official  position  outside  of  the  law  wliich  he  ever  held  was  that  of 
commissioner  of  schools  for  Franklin  county,  New  York,  which  he  held 
one  term  of  two  years.  In  1 872  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Colonel 
George  A.  Flanders,  which  was  maintained  about  ten  years.  After  its 
dissolution  he  continued  in  practice  some  time  alone,  and  in  1883  formed 
a  copartnership  with  Mr.  F.  Bmcker,  the  pro«ent  judg^e  of  probrite,  which 
was  continued  without  interruption  until  Judge  Wiiber  was  elected  to  the 
Bench  of  the  Circuit  Court  in  1893.  He  entered  upon  the  discharge  of 
his  judicial  duties  January  i,  1894,  for  a  term  of  six  yeartf.  He  was 
chosen  to  this  position  on  account  of  his  recognized  fitness  and  superior 
qualifications.  Members  of  the  Bar,  irrespective  of  partisan  preferences, 
united  in  recommending:  him.  Tt  was  a  mmptimont  to  his  impartiah'ty 
and  a  rero^rnition  of  the  distinction  bctv.rcn  a  politician  and  a  plain,  hon- 
est member  ot  a  political  paity.  judge  Wilber  is  a  Democrat  politically, 
but  not  offensively  or  judicially.  As  a  lawyer  he  was  especially  strong 
before  a  jury.  In  practice  he  always  grasped  the  salient  points  of  a  case 
and  kept  them  in  mind  throughout  the  trial.  He  holds  tenaciously  to  the 
point?;  which  he  believes  to  be  important  and  rcachf'  conclusions  directty, 
without  allowing  side  issues  or  unimportant  considi  rations  to  have  influ- 
ence. As  a  judge  he  is  very  methodical  in  conducting  the  business  of  his 
court  and  keeps  well  up  with  the  work.  He  goes  straight  to  the  core  of 
a  question  or  matter  presented,  and  is  not  disturbed  by  the  plausible  argu- 
ment of  counsel  in  support  of  a  fallacy.  He  has  the  happy  faculty  of  de- 
ciding against  a  man  without  offending  him.  His  manner  h  f?:racious,  but 
firm  when  satisfied  that  he  is  ripjht.  There  is  never  a  doubt  of  his  integrity 
of  purpose  in  reaching  a  conclusion  or  publishing  it.  Members  of  the 
profession  all  have  confidence  in  his  honesty  and  in  his  capacity.  He  is  a 
kind  man  and  a  just  judge,  not  so  influenced  by  sympathy  for  a  criminal 
as  to  lose  sight  of  the  law  and  his  duty  in  the  interpretation  of  it.  While 
at  the  Bar  he  had  a  large  business.  He  is  an  excellent  judge  of  the  nature 
and  motives  of  men  accused  of  crime.  He  can  readily  perceive  the  dif- 
ference between  a  confirnK(l  criminal  and  one  who  commits  a  criminal  act 
inadvertently  or  under  a  sudden  impulse.  He  is  inclined  to  regard  one  of 
the  latter  class  as  unfortunate,  and  sometimes,  when  there  appears  a  dis- 
position to  reform,  he  suspends  the  sentence  upon  one  found  guilty  of  a 
first  offense.  He  is  especially  careful  to  give  a  young  person  a  chance  to 
reform  if  he  has  any  desire  for  reformation  and  a  life  of  honesty.  If  one 
is  entirely  do[)raved  so  that  he  prefers  crime  and  there  is  no  good  in  lii:n, 
a  just  judge  does  not  waste  sympathy.  If  one  who  is  found  guilty  has 
lost  all  self-respect  the  verdict  of  the  jury  convicting  him  will  possess  an 
indefinable  terror,  and  the  clemency  of  the  judge,  holding  in  suspense 
the  judgment  which  the  law  pronounces  against  him,  will  exercise  a  sal- 
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utary  influence  upon  his  conduct.  It  may  restrain  him  from  the  commis- 
sion of  crime  and  stron!;rthcn  the.  weak  purpose  to  employ  his  activities 
honestly  and  usefully.  Jn  dt-alinj^  with  iaw-brcakcrs  he  the  best  judge 
who  regards  equally  the  interests  of  society  and  the  rights  of  individuals; 
who  understands  human  frailties  and  is  touched  by  human  sympathy; 
who  sees  the  motive  which  is  the  impulse  of  an  act  and  tempers  judgment 
according  to  its  character;  who  recc^nizes  manhood  under  the  jacket  of  a 
convict  and  crive?  it  a  chance;  who  is  merciful  a-^  well  a'--  ]w~t.  extending 
conditional  liberty  to  one  whom  he  mij^ht  restrain,  wlien  convinced  it  will 
not  be  a  menace  to  society,  while  it  may  be  helpful  to  the  individual. 
As  a  citizen,  a  soldier,  a  lawyer  and  a  jurist.  Judge  Wilber  has  acquitted 
himself  well.  His  education,  begun  fairly  in  the  academy  and  the  col- 
lege, has  been  broadened  by  study  and  reading  for  thirty  years  after  leav- 
ing those  early  haunts.  He  has  an  accurate  understanding  of  the  lav;  and 
large  information  on  all  important  questions,  whctiicr  they  concern  histor- 
ical subjects  or  current  events.  Judge  Wilber  was  married  October  26, 
1865,  to  Miss  Jane  Williamson,  of  Malone,  New  York.  They  have  no 
children  living. 


DeWITT  C.  gage,  late  of  Saginaw.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a 
sturdy  character,  the  story  of  whose  life  possesses  interest  to  all  who 
admire  manly  independence,  resolute  will,  sound  judgment  and  a  broad 
fellow  feeling  for  humanity.    In  him  these  qualities  were  nicely  blended, 

producing  a  man  who  was  a  valued  member  of  the  oommnnity  where  he 
cast  his  lot,  and  in  whose  interests  he  ever  iaithfuUy  and  inieiUgently 
labored.  His  ancestry  leads  back  to  England,  but  for  many  generations 
his  forefathers  had  resided  in  America.  He  was  bom  at  Bellona,  Yates 
county,  New  York,  August  28,  1820,  and  was  the  son  of  Martin  and 
Abigail  Gage.  His  father  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  while  his  mother 
was  the  daughter  of  Nathan  Rockwell  of  Catskili.  Hi^  fatlu  r,  in  addition 
to  cultivating  a  farm,  conducted  a  general  store  and  the  spare  time  of 
DeWitt  was  spent  in  farm  work  and  in  making  himself  useful  at  bis  father's 
store.  His  winters  he  devoted  to  acquiring  an  education  in  the  district 
jschool  and  supplemented  the  instruction  there  received  by  a  year's  study 
in  the  academy  at  Lima.  He  wa«  now  nineteen  years  of  age  and  the 
oldest  child  among  seven  brothers  and  one  sister.  Hi<;  father  died  a  year 
later  and  the  responsibility  of  carmg  for  and  closing  up  the  decedent's 
estate  fell  largely  on  his  shoulders.  His  father  had  been  quite  prosperous 
in  business,  and  aside  from  his  store  had  made  considerable  investments  in 
farming  lands.  The  duties  thus  unexpectedly  thrown  upon  him  were 
carefully  and  succe<;?ful!y  attended  to  and  after  handling;  his  trust  for  about 
four  years  the  e.^tate  was  settled  and  divided  amont;  the  iieirs.  The  por- 
tion of  the  property  received  by  DeWitt  embraced  a  farm  at  Italy  HiU, 
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Yates  county,  New  York.    He  married  in  1844,  Catharine  A.,  a  daughter 

of  Judge  James  Glover  of  Auburn,  New  York,  and  settled  on  his  farm  at 
Italy  Hill  where  he  n.niaiiKil  for  iw)  yenrs,  leaving  it  then  ami  n  uioving 
to  Gorham,  Ontario  county.   Here  he  associated  himseU  with  his  brother- 
in-law  Stephen  M.  Whittaker  in  a  general  merchandise  business,  bringing 
to  it  the  experience  that  he  had  acquired  in  his  father's  store.  Although 
success  rewarded  his  efforts  in  his  business  pursuits,  neither  the  life  of  a 
farmer  nor  that  of  a  merchant  was  congenial  to  his  nature  and  after 
remaining  with  Mr.  Whittaker  for  three  years,  he  withdrew  from  ihc  firm 
and  determined  to  make  the  practice  of  law  his  life  work.   The  late  Judge 
Folger,  a  lawyer  of  eminence  and  keen  judgment,  received  him  into  his 
office  as  a  student  and  directed  his  studies,  discerning  in  him  those  quali* 
ties  that  were  destined  to  bring  him  honor  and  substantial  success  in  after 
life.   At  the  age  of  thirty-one  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  and  for  the  next 
three  years  was  associated  wit ii  Judge  Folger  ai  the  general  practice  of 
law.    He  had  for  some  time  displayed  military  tastes  and  it  was  while 
with  Mr.  Folger  that  these  came  to  the  attention  of  Governor  William  H. 
Seward  and  he  appointed  Mr.  Gage  colonel  of  a  militia  regiment,  giving 
him  a  title  that  clung  to  him  through  life.    Although  enjoying  a  marked 
success  in  his  profession  at  Geneva,  and  among  the  most  succe&sful  of  its 
legal  fraternity,  a  feeling  of  unrest  or  a  desire  to  enter  laiger  fields  of  use- 
fulness presenting  opportunities  for  greater  advancement,  seized  him  at 
this  period  and  his  eyes  were  turned  to  the  west,  where  enterprising  spirits 
were  winning  success  in  business  and  professional  pursuits  in  many  rapidly 
dexelopinf^  sections.    Leavinj:^  Geneva  he  traveled  to  the  west  visiting 
m  oi"  '>oints  in  the  western  States,  among  them  Iowa,  Illinois  ami  Michi- 
gan,   in  this  State  he  visited  Sagiuaw  Valley,  and  that   keen  insight 
which  with  him  was  a  second  nature,  caused  him  to  note  its  natural  and 
undeveloped  wealth,  and  he  clearly  foresaw  the  rapid  development  of  those 
resources  that  were  destined  to  make  it  one  of  the  rich  and  important  sec- 
tions of  our  country.    Returning  to  New  York  State  lie  closed  up  his 
affairs  there,  removed  to  East  Saginaw  in  1855  and  renewed  the  practice 
of  his  profession.    His  abilities  at  once  brought  him  into  prominence  at 
the  Saginaw  County  bar  and  he  quickly  built  up  a  practice  that  enabled 
him  to  invest  his  surplus  earnings  in  such  ways  as  to  lay  the  foundations 
for  an  ample  fortune.    He  combined  good  business  ability  with  habits  of 
thrift.     It  fell  lo  Colonel  Gajje  to  fill  many  ofifices  of  triist  and  distinction 
after  lie  came  to  Michigan,    On  the  election  of  Kinsley  S.  Bingham,  first 
republican  Governor  of  the  State,  he  was  appointed  the  Governor's  private 
secretary,  and  held  the  office  during  the  incumbency  of  the  latter  from 
1857  to  1859.   %  President  Lincoln  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  East 
Saginaw,  and  when  Charles  M.  Crosswell  was  elected  Governor  of  Michi- 
gan he,  in  1880,  appointed  Colonel  Gat^e  Judge  of  the  Saginaw  Circuit  Court 
to  fiil  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  ot  Judge  William  S.  Tenant. 
He  was  loth  to  accept  the  office  but  did  so  with  many  misgivings,  in  com* 
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pliance  with  the  earnest  pressure  of  his  wannest  friends.    For  the  reasons 

impelllnj;  him  to  decline  the  proffered  hnnorwe  m;i'=t  i^jance  more  carefully 
at  his  habits,  traits  of  character  and  the  manner  in  which  the  court  had 
theretofore  been  conducted.  He  was  by  nature  bold,  impetuous  and  iackcd 
in  great  degree  the  tact  and  suavity  that  materially  assist  many  weaker 
minds  to  substantial  success.  His  habits  of  thrift  also  forcibly  brought  to 
his  attention  methods  by  which  the  business  of  the  court  could  be  more 
readily  dispatched,  thus  materially  reducing  the  expense  of  it.  Knowing 
that  innox'ations  tending  to  accomplish  such  object  would  m>t  be  kindly 
received  by  the  entire  Bar  and  that  itt  the  short  time  that  he  would  be  on 
the  Bench  he  might  be  unable  to  win  it  to  his  views,  he  hesitated  to  assume 
such  responsibilities.  Results  justified  his  views  though  he  was  not  chosen 
to  fiU  the  long  term,  on  the  expiration  of  his  office,  but  the  effects  of  his 
idea^  lia\  c  lived  beyond  him  and  time  has  justified  his  eonr^e  and  seen  his 
views  put  in  practice.  His  wife  died  in  1882  and  the  event  had  a  strong 
influence  on  Coloucl  Gage,  lie  failed  gradually  but,  though  ill  health 
steadily  made  heavy  inroads  on  his  ph3^ical  strength,  continued  to  give 
active  attention  to  his  practice  and  business  interests.  He  died  on  Sunday, 
July  31,  1887,  as  the  result  of  a  serious  bilious  attack  that  came  on  two 
days  before.  In  his  death,  Saginaw  lost  a  valued  citizen,  who  for  more  than 
thirty  years  had  been  one  oi  its  leadiii<_;  eili/.ens  and  who  had  been  ever  ail 
active  iactur  in  its  business,  social  and  professional  lite.  The  marked 
traits  of  his  character  were  a  sterling  honesty  that  brooked  no  compromise 
with  wrong,  strong  convictions  fearlessly  expressed  and  defended  with 
ardor,  thorough  attention  to  work  undertaken,  genial  hospitality,  and  a 
kindly  interest  in  the  rise  and  advancement  of  struggling  youncf  practi- 
tioners. To  these  he  always  gave  generous  assistance  and  valuable  advice 
that  encouraged  them  to  advance  in  this  profession.  He  possessed  a  strong 
personality  that  always  made  itself  felt  on  his  associates.  In  his  quick 
movements  were  expressed  energy  and  ability.  In  his  practice  there  was 
always  evident  thorough  preparation  that  left  little  loop-hole  for  unex- 
pected attack.  His  speech  was  not  ornate  and  polished  hut  his  strong 
ideas  were  clothed  in  clear  and  vigorous  language  that  came  crusliing  down 
like  thunderbolts  in  the  ranks  of  his  adversaries,  carrying  him  on  to  fre- 
quent victory.  In  politics  Colonel  Gage  was  a  Republican  and  a  prominent 
and  powerful  leader  of  his  party.  He  was  noted  as  an  organizer  and 
campaigner  of  unusual  ability  and  ,  to  him  many  of  the  successes  of  that 
party  in  Saginaw  county  were  due. 
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WILLIAM  G.  GAGF,,  Snp^inaw,  WiHiam  Glover  Gage,  a  leadin;^  lawyer 
of  the  Saginaw  county  Bar,  wiis  bom  on  a  farm  at  Italy  Hill,  Yates  county, 
New  York,  April  ii,  1847,  the  son  of  Col.  DeWitt  C.  Gage,  who  was 
born  in  the  same  county,  and  Abigail  (Rockwell)  Gage.  His  father,  in 
early  life  was  a  farmer  and  merchant  ho  left  New  York  State  in  1855 
and  settled  at  SaLjiiaw,  Micht*^'ari,  William  G.  began  his  education  in  the 
common  scliools  ot  Seneca  countv .  New  York,  and  continued  his  studies 
in  the  public  schools  of  Saginaw  on  the  location  of  his  parents  there.  He 
remained  there  a  quiet  studious  lad  until  1862  when  the  call  for  volunteers 
to  suppress  the  rebellion  rang  over  the  land  and  fired  his  youthful  patriot- 
ism. At  that  time  Colonel  Gage  the  younger,  as  he  is  now  called,  though 
not  sixteen  years  of  a^^e,  In  .^an  to  display  those  militr^n^''  tastes  nnd  in- 
stincts that  we  will  see  later  on  have  had  such  a  strong  and  valuable  iiulu- 
ence  on  the  militia  system  of  our  State.  At  this  date  he  enlisted  in 
Company  C,  7th  Michigan  cavalry  and  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
as  a  member  of  General  Custer's  brigade  and  participated  in  the  campaign 
of  1863.  He  was  a  brave  young  soldier,  fought  in  a  number  of  hot  en- 
gagements and  at  the  historic  battle  of  Gettysburg  had  his  horse  i^hut 
under  him.  Ilcrc  he  fell  mto  the  liands  of  the  rebels  and  was  taken  to 
Richmond,  Virginia,  where  he  enjoyed  Southern  hospitality  until  he  was 
exchanged  in  August,  1863.  Little  vicissitudes  of  this  kind  could  not  cool 
the  military  ardor  in  his  blood,  and  again  with  his  comrades  in  blue  he 
participated  in  the  fall  and  winter  operations  on  the  Rapidan.  In  1864 
he.  was  honorably  discharged  fronn  the  service,  returning  to  his  home  where 
lie  re-entered  the  high  school  and  with  private  instruction  graduated 
therefrom  and  entered  the  Literary  Department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan  where  he  attended  one  year.  His  ambition  had  centered  itself 
on  the  profession  of  law  and  on  leaving  the  University  he  entered  the 
office  of  his  father,  Judge  DeVVitt  Clinton  G  When  Col.  Joseph 

Lockley  was  made  postmaster  of  East  Saginaw  he  apj)iun;e<l  Willi.uii 
Glover  Gage  his  assistant.  While  so  employed  for  a  period  of  four  years 
he  continued  his  law  studies  and  was  examined  before  Judge  John  Moore 
of  Saginaw,  in  1873,  admitted  to  the  Bar.  He  then  began  active 
practice  in  partnership  with  his  father,  the  firm  begin  Gage  &  Gage;  this 
partnership  continuing  until  1880,  at  which  time  Colonel  Gage  was  elected 
Circuit  Court  Judge  for  the  loth  judicial  District.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  alone  in  his  practice,  which  is  large  and  remunerative.  Whether 
Mr.  Gage  had  a  natural  inclination  for  military  affairs  or  imbibed  a 
taste  for  them  as  a  youthful  soldier  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
we  do  not  know,  but  he  has  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in  military  affairs 
and  was  for  eight  years  identified  with  the  Stnte  troops,  Tn  1880  he  was 
appointed  on  the  staff  of  Gov.  David  H,  Jerome  with  the  rank  of  briga- 
dier general  and  made  inspector  general  of  the  State  troops.  While  filling 
this  office  he  originated  a  system  of  "company  inspections,"  visiting  in 
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person  every  portion  of  the  state  in  the  dischaige  of  his  duty.    His  influ- 
ence on  the  militi;i  system  of  the  State,  in  moulding  it  into  a  more  nearly 
perfect  and  more  efficient  organization,  was  of  great  and  tar  reaching  in- 
fluence.   The  system  then  established  has  continued  and  the  efficiency, 
high  organization  and  fine  equipment  of  our  state  troops  today  may  ht 
traced  to  the  zealous  and  intelligent  effort  and  military  zeal  that  he  exercised 
while  filling  that  office.    In  1883  he  was  appointed  by  President  Arthur 
postmaster  of  En-^t  Sa^^inaw  and  served  until  1884  when  he  was  supe^rscded 
by  the  appointee  <A  President  Cleveland.    In  1894  he  was  appointed  city 
attorney  of  Saginaw  and  now  (1896)  fills  that  office  with  credit  and  success. 
He  has  always  been  an  active  Republican  but  is  in  no  sense  a  rabid  partisan. 
He  is  an  attendant  of  the  First  Congr^tional  Church  and  prominent  in 
social  and  fraternal  affairs.    He  is  a  member  of  Saginaw  Lodge  No.  10 
K.  of  P.,  BnV;,idier  General  of  Uniformed  "Rank,  K.  of  P.  of  Michigan, 
Gordon  Grander  Post,  No.  38,  G.  A.  R.,  in  which  hc  takes  an  active  inter- 
est, and  of  Ancient  Landmarlcs  Lodge  No.  303,  F.  &  A.  M.    Mr.  Gage 
married  Alice  B.  Sanborn  of  Madison  county,  New  York,  in  1873  and  to 
the  esteemed  couple  have  been  born  five  children:  Kate  A.,  DeWitt, 
George  S.,  Walter  H.,  Alice  A.  and  Louise  R.    He  is  an  al)lc  lawyer,  a 
very  painstakin'^^  and  careful  examiner  of  the  law,  tin  less  in  his  work  and 
conscientious  in  the  furtherance  of  the  best  interests  of  his  clients.    As  a 
counseiler  i>c  is  safe  and  conservative  and  in  the  court  room  makes  a  clear, 
forcible  and  telling  argument  in  a  straightforward  convincing  manner  and 
in  apt  language,  without  attempt  at  oratorical  effect.    In  addition  to  his 
extensive  practice  in  the  courts  Mr.  G:i^c  has  large  real  estate  interests 
which  still  further  Identifiy  him  w  ii  li  the  city  tliat  he  inakc^  his  home. 
He  is  pleasing,  courteous  and  aHable  in  his  manners  and  lias  a  host  of 
friends  who  esteem  him  for  his  manly  qualities  of  heart  and  mind. 


WATTS  S.  HUMPHREY,  Saginaw.  Watts  Sherman  Humphrey  is  of 
English  descent  through  both  of  his  parents.  His  father,  Thomas  Humph- 
rey, was  a  native  of  England  who  came  to  America  in  1824  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  and  settled  first  in  Canandatgua,  New  York;  became  a  merchant 
and  a  man  of  affairs,  capable  of  handling  a  large  business.  His  business 
intcre'^t'^  fixed  his  residence  for  a  time  in  Newark,  New  Jersey,  and  Rich- 
nioTul.  Virginia.  It  was  not  until  1S44  that  he  settled  permanently  in 
Michigan,  lie  came  to  the  State  as  financial  and  business  agent  of  Henry 
Cleveland,  a  wealthy  citizen  of  Batavia,  New  York,  who  had  laige  landed 
interests  in  Ingham  county,  and  settled  on  those  lands  before  the  native 
forests  had  been  invaded  by  the  ax-man  or  the  virgin  soil  had  been  di-? 
turbed  by  the  plow.  His  location  was  on  Pine  Lake,  only  nine  miles  from 
Lansing,  which  was  then  a  village  of  little  consequence,  not  having  yet 
attained  the  distinction  of  being  chosen  as  the  site  of  the  State  capital. 
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No  railroad^;  had  then  penetrated  that  portion  of  the  wildernes'^  and  few 
highways  traversed  it.     The  routes  of  travel  were  the  Indian  trail".  It 
was  under  sucli  conditions  that  Thomas  Humphrey  began  the  work  of 
improving  a  farm  for  his  principal.    In  the  execution  of  his  agency  he 
sustained  very  intimate  business  relations  for  seventeen  years  with  the 
late  Judge  John  M.  Longyear,  who  was  the  attorney  of  Mr.  Cleveland, 
livint'^,  and  of  ht>  estate  after  death.    He  pursued  the  vocation  of  a  farmer 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life  and  died  on  his  own  farm  at  Okemos  in 
1873.    Sarah  Sherman,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Humphrey  and  mother  of 
Watts  S. ,  was  a  descendant  of  the  distinguished  Puritan  family  of  Sher- 
mans whose  English  ancestor  settled  in  Connecticut  in  1634,  and  whose 
members  in  succeeding  generations  have  been  noted  for  ability  and  learn- 
ing in  the  law.  for  infliit-nco  and  eminence  m  statesmanship,  for  success  in 
commercial  pursuits  and  renown  in  war.    She  was  born  in  Connecticut  and 
was  a  sister  of  Watts  Sherman,  member  of  the  late  firm  of  Duncan  Sher> 
man  &  Co.,  leading  New  York  brokers,  second  only  to  Wells,  Fargo  & 
Co,  in  the  immense  shipments  of  gold  from  California  during  the  years 
immediately  following  the  great  discoveiics  of   i^4<).    Watt:.  Slierman 
Humphrey  was  born  in  Perr^',  Wvoniin;:^^  county.  New  York,  January  3, 
lS44~the  year  which  witnessed  the  removal  of  the  t.iniily  to  the  frontier 
in  Michigan.    His  boyhood  was  passed  on  the  Ingham  county  farm  and  in 
the  district  school  until  he  reached  the  ag^e  of  fourteen.    At  that  time  he 
enttered  the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti,  where  he  remained  a  single 
term,  going  thence  to  the  Agricultural  College  at  T-ansing.  where  he 
rcmamed  for  three  years.    In  1863  he  enlisted  in  the  Fir.st  Michigan  cav- 
alry, which  became  famous  us  part  of  the  brigade  of  General  Custer.  He 
performed  all  the  duties  of  a  soldier  in  the  field  until  disabled  by  a 
wound.    The  circumstances  attending  his  injury  were  peculiar,  but  the 
disability  was  no  less  complete  than  if  it  had  resulted  directly  from  a  gunshot 
wound.    In  the  Gordonsville  raid  his  regiment,  a'isigned  to  the  duty  of 
protecting  the  retreat  of  the  command,  was  attacked  by  Mosby  s  Guerillas 
and  his  horse  shot  down  at  the  crossing  of  the  South  Ann  river.  The 
horse  fell  upon  his  right  leg  and  crushed  it.    In  defiance  of  this  injury  he 
swam  the  river  and  lay  in  the  woods  all  night  alone,  where  he  was  found 
in  the  morn  in    hv  rnmmdes,  strapped  on  a  horse  and  carried  with  the  army. 
From  that  time  until  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  confined  in  iiospit  ils  at 
Washington  and  Uetroit,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  received  an  honora- 
ble dischai^e.    Having  decided  upon  the  law  as  a  profession,  he  entered 
upon  the  study  of  it  in  the  office  of  S.  L.  Kilbourne,  of  Lansing,  in  the 
spring  of  1867.    In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  became  a  student  In  the 
Lnw  School  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  Ajiril,  1869,  a  month  after  his  admission  to  the  Bar  by  the  Circuit  Court 
ac  Ann  Arbor.  In  the  autumn  of  that  year  he  located  in  Cheboygan,  where 
he  remained  for  about  twenty-one  years  in  the  active  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession.   In  1 891,  Mr.  Humphrey  removed  to  Saginaw  and  became  a 
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member  of  the  firm  of  McKnight,  Humphrey  &  Grant,  foritiinjr  a  partner- 
ship with  the  h)tc  Judge  McKnight  and  Geoigc  Grant,  who  had  been 
associated  together  (or  some  time.  This  co-partnership  was  main  lamed 
until  the  appointment  of  Judge  McKnight  to  the  Circuit  Bench,  and  since 
that  time  the  style  of  the  firm  hais  been  Humphrey  &  Grant.  While  at 
Chebo3rgan,  Mr.  Huinj>h  cy  gave  considerable  attention  and  time  to  poli- 
tics. He  held  the  office  of  county  treasurer  fivo  yf^ars.  served  a?  prosecut- 
ing^ attorney  of  Chebovc^an  county  and  mriubcr  of  the  common  council  of 
the  city.  In  1890,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republican  convention  as 
candidate  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congressional  District  in  Congress,  but 
was  defeated  by  Hon.  Thomas  A.  E.  Weadock,  then  a  resident  of  Bay 
City.  Mr.  Humphrey  has  practised  in  all  the  State  and  Federal  courts 
of  Michigan,  and  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  of  Appeah.  Hif5  char- 
acter as  a  citizen  and  as  a  lawyer  is  equally  hi^h.  He  has  the  intellectual 
capacity  required  to  understand  the  intricacies  of  the  law,  the  habits  of 
industry  and  investigation  essential  to  master  them.  In  the  harmonious 
union  of  the  attributes  and  faculties  which  qualify  a  man  for  profes^onal 
success  he  is  extremely  fortunate.  His  methods  are  practical  and  busi- 
ness-like. The  financial  instinct  is  not  wanting  in  h!<^  character  and  ft  has 
enabled  him  to  accumulate  property  of  cfinsiderable  value,  which  is  an  evi- 
dence of  substantial  citizenship.  While  genial  in  disposition  and  possessing 
the  qualities  of  comradeship  to  a  degree,  there  is  nothing  light  or  trivial 
in  his  conversation  or  treatment  of  society.  He  is  fond  of  field  sports,  and 
never  allows  business  to  interfere  with  his  duck  shooting  or  trout  fishing 
when  in  season. 


GEORGE  GRANT,  of  Humphrey  &  Grant,  Saginaw.  A  the  name  sug- 
gests, Mr.  Grant  is  of  Scotch  descent,  and  so  close  to  the  native  heath  that 
both  of  his  parents,  James  Grant  and  Isabelle  Spencc.  were  born,  reared 
and  married  in  Scotland.  Several  of  the  older  children  of  the  family  were 
born  before  the  emigration  to  the  United  States.  His  father  was  born  in 
18 1 3,  came  to  America  in  18$ i,  settled  in  Ada  township,  Kent  county, 
Michigan,  which  has  been  his  home  to  the  present  time.  He  lives  on  his 
own  farm,  where  the  younger  children  were  bred.  The  voyage  of  the 
family  across  the  Atlantic  was  attended  with  danj^crs  and  delays  difficult  to 
appreciate  in  these  modern  days  of  "Ocean  Greyhounds."  They  left 
Scotland  in  April,  1851,  and  took  passage  on  a  sailing  vessel.  When  two 
weeks  out  the  ship  encountered  a  terrific  storm,  which  stripped  it  of  mast 
and  ri^ng.  The  heavy  sea  carried  the  captain  overboard  and  he  was  lost. 
The  vessel  was  obliged  to  put  back  to  port  for  repairs.  When  these  had 
hoen  completed  so  that  she  was  regarded , as  seaworthy  t  in.:  voyaf^e  was 
resumed,  and  the  ship  encountered  adverse  winds  which  drove  her  far  north 
of  the  usual  course.    They  finally  landed,  however,  from  New  York  bar- 
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bor,  and  traveled  thence  by  rail  to  Buffalo.  There  they  took  passaj^e  in  a 
lake  boat,  and  alter  a  tedious  voyage  landed  at  Grand  Haven,  going  around 
by  way  of  the  Straits.  This  was  rendered  necessar}'  by  the  want  of  any 
road  across  the  country  from  Detroit  to  Kent  county.  Geoi^e  Grant  was 
the  seventh  in  a  family  of  nine  children.  lie  was  bom  in  the  township  of 
Ada,  Kent  cotmty,  Michigan,  January  9,  1852.  In  b-yhond  li<  worked  on 
his  father's  fann  and  attended  the  district  ?rhooh  in  uintt-r.  When  six- 
teen years  o£  age  he  spent  some  time  in  the  high  school  at  Grand  Rapids, 
in  which  he  made  sufficient  advancement  to  be  qualified  for  teaching.  He 
taught  two  winter  terms  in  the  country  schools  and  entered  the  State  Nor- 
mal at  Ypsilanti  in  187 1,  where  he  remained  two  years.  He  was  principal 
of  the  Union  Scliools  at  Dansville  in  1873  a"'^'  '74-  Returninj;  to  the 
State  Normal  <^chool,  he  pursued  tlic  classira!  c.vjrse  to  its  completion  and 
was  graduated  in  June,  1876.  in  tlie  tail  of  tiiat  year  he  became  principal 
of  the  schools  at  Almont,  Michigan,  and  remained  in  charge  six  years. 
Having  decided  to  give  up  the  profession  of  teaching  for  that  of  law,  he 
tendered  his  resignatiniu  removed  to  Saginaw,  East  Side,  and  entered  the 
law  office  of  Wheeler  &  McKnight  as  a  student.  This  was  in  September, 
1882,  and  in  August,  j883,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  by  the  Circuit 
Court  in  Saginaw.  He  remained  with  this  firm  in  a  subordinate  relation 
until  January  i,  18S7,  when  he  was  admitted  to  a  partnership  and  the 
firm  name  was  changed  to  Wheeler,  McKnight  &  Grant.  As  thus  consti- 
tuted, the  firm  continued  in  practice  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Wheeler,  in 
January,  i9,f)0.  after  which  tt  became  McKnight  S:  Grant.  The  admission 
of  Watts  S.  Humphrey  to  the  partnership  in  January,  1891,  made  tlie 
firm  McKnight,  Humphrey  &  Grant.  This  was  continued  until  October 
23,  1893,  when  Judge  McKnight  retired  to  accept  the  office  of  circuit 
judge,  and  since  that  time  Humphrey  &  Grant  have  constituted  the  firm. 
His  natural  abilities  and  his  strong  predilection  for  the  law  contribute  to 
make  Mr.  Grant  a  reputable  and  successful  hvrycr.  He  is  a  Republican, 
but  his  preference  for  the  profession  of  law  is  so  marked  that  he  has  had  no 
mdination  to  engage  actively  in  politics  or  become  a  candidate  for  political 
office.  The  only  public  office  he  has  held  at  any  time  is  membership  of 
the  Saginaw  school  h<  lard.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
and  has  long  been  a  Mason.  For  two  successive  years  he  was  High  Priest 
of  Saginaw  Valley  Chapter  No.  3 1,  and  during  that  time,  owing  to  his 
skillful  management  and  executive  tact,  the  Chapter  was  more  prosperous 
than  in  any  other  period  of  its  history.  He  is  also  a  member  of  St.  Ber- 
nard Commandery,  K.  T.,  of  Saginaw.  His  sympathy  and  activities  were 
enlisted  in  work  for  the  erection  of  the  beautiful  Masonic  Temple  in  Sag- 
inaw, and  he  ha"  been  a  member  of  the  executive  board  of  the  Temple 
since  it  wa?  oii^anizcd.  He  ^vas  married  July  o,  1^78,  to  Miss  Man,"  S. 
Fowler,  who  was,  at  the  time,  a  teacher  associated  with  him  in  the  Almont 
schools.  Mrs.  Grant  is  American  bom,  and  was  before  marri^  a  resident 
of  Ingham  county,  Michigan.    Three  children  were  bom  of  this  marriage. 
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one  daughter  and  two  son'^.  The  daitf^hter,  Lettie  Belle,  a  bright  and 
promisini:^  fjirl  of  sixteen,  diet!  January  o,  iHn6.  The  sons,  George  Grant, 
Jr.,  and  Robert  Fowler  Grant,  are  in  school.  Mr.  Grant  has  been  admit- 
ted to  practice  in  all  the  State  Courts  of  Michigan  and  in  the  Federal 
Courts  sitting  in  the  State.  In  his  character  are  united  some  of  the  quali- 
ties and  forces  which  have  for  many  generations  been  recogni^^c  1  ascharac* 
tcristics  of  the  Scotch.  He  hn^  the  perseverance,  the  iiifiexible  purpose, 
the  indomitable  Nvill  and  the  granitic  firmness  which  history  accords  to  that 
hardy  and  sturdy  ])cuple.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  was  thrown  upon  his 
own  resources,  obliged  to  pay  his  own  way  through  school  and  to  rely  upon 
his  own  head  to  plan  and  his  OMm  hand  to  work.  That  he  succeeded  in 
making  broad  and  liberal  preparation  and  so  ordered  his  life  as  to  attain 
honorable  distinction  in  his  profc^,~inn,  are  evidence  of  good  natural  abili- 
ties, discriminating  judt^rncnt  aiul  close  application.  Be^^inning  without 
money  or  influential  friends,  he  has  made  for  himself  a  position  at  the  Bar 
and  in  society  which  in  itself  is  the  best  evidence  of  personal  worthiness. 


lX)ivi:NZ()  rilUR.S'rON  DUK.WD.  The  sLibioct  of  this  sketch  was 
born  at  Morehouscviile,  Hamilton  county,  New  York,  December  y,  1849, 
the  son  of  George  H.  and  Margaret  (McMillan)  Durand.  The  family  came 
to  Michigan  in  1858  and  settled  first  on  a  farm  in  Genesee  county,  remov- 
ing later  into  the  city  of  Flint  and  shortly  after  to  S^naw,  where  the 
father  died  in  November.  1895,  at  the  ac^e  of  eij^hty-two  years.  I  f  is  wife 
died  in  Nov<*mber,  1880.  The  families  of  botli  of  Lorenzo's  parents  were 
of  English  and  Scotch  ancestry,  and  their  settling  in  New  York  Stale 
antedates  the  Revolution.  The  living  issue  of  George  H.  and  Maf^ret 
Durand  are  Mrs.  John  P.  Williams,  of  Chicago,  Hon.  George  H.  Durand, 
of  Flint,  and  Hon.  Lorenzo  T.  Durand.  Young  Lorcn/.o  began  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  Hamilton  county.  New  York  and  the  Gen- 
est:e  Valley  of  Livingston  county,  where  the  elder  Durand  had  a  large 
dairy  iarm,  and  on  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Saginaw,  here  continued 
his  studies  in  the  city  schools.  At  Saginaw  he  spent  the  spare  time  of  his 
youth  clerking  in  stores  and  tallying  lumber  along  the  Saginaw  River. 
During  this  time  he  had  in  view  the  profes.sion  of  law  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  entered  the  office  of  J.  Brous^eaii,  of  Saginaw,  as  a  law 
student.  After  remaining  there  about  a  year  he  entered  the  office  of 
Webber  &  Smith,  where  he  studied  law  for  about  three  years.  He  then 
entered  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1870  with  the  degree  of  LL.B.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Lansing  after  an  examination  before  the  Supreme 
Court  and.  throutrh  the  influence  of  his  strong  personal  friend,  Hon.  Thomas 
M.  Cooley.  became  tin:  assistant  of  the  Hon.  Dwight  May,  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  the  State.    After  filling  this  position  for  about  a  year  he  removed 
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to  East  Saginaw  and  br^fan  the  practice.  He  had  been  a  diligent  student 
of  the  law  and  his  preiiminary  training  was  of  great  benefit.  In  1871  he 
commenced  practice  in  Saginaw  and  was  associated  aiur  a  time  with 
DeForest  Paine,  Esq.,  now  of  Detroit,  the  firm  then  being  Durand  & 
Paine.  This  connection  was  dissolved  in  1878  when  Mr.  Durand  was 
elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Saginaw  county  by  a  \  t  ry  large  majority. 
He  was  but  twenty-eiffht  years  of  age,  but  notwithstamlin  >,  his  youth,  his 
incumbency  proved  so  satisfactory  to  the  public  that  he  wa.s  re-elected  by 
a  handsome  majority  in  1880  in  a  county  that  usually  at  that  time  elected 
republican  candidates.  From  1880  to  1883  he  was  associated  with  Frank 
E.  Emerick  under  the  firm  name  of  Durand  &  Emerick  and  subsequently 
with  John  M.  Brewer,  now  of  Detroit,  under  the  firm  name  of  Durand  & 
Brewer,  until  1S87,  '^incc  which  time  he  has  been  alone.  At  the  period 
when  Mr.  Durand  was  prosecuting  attorney,  a  strong  wave  of  criminality 
seemed  to  sweep  over  S^naw  county  and  nearly  all  civil  business  was 
thrust  aside  in  the  court.  Among  other  and  many  very  important  cases 
which  were  conduc  1.  I  by  him  in  behalf  of  the  people  and  of  the  county,  a 
few  which  aroused  the  public  attention  may  be  mentioned.  People  vs. 
Horace  Becker.  Becker  was  charged  with  the  larceny  of  S300.00  from  the 
post-master  of  Deercreek,  Liviiigston  county,  wiio  was  in  Saginaw  at  the 
time  engaged  in  buying  cider  barrels.  Becker  piloted  him  around  the  city 
in  the  night  and  finally  robbed  him.  The  trial  lasted  several  days.  Becker 
was  defended  by  William  H.  Sweet  and  Judge  A.  C.  Maxwell  of  Bay  Qty, 
and  after  a  bitter  fight  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  Jackson  for  fifteen 
years.  People  vs.  John  Palmer.  .Arson.  Defe-id.uit  was  charged  with 
burning  a  (aim  liouse  belonging  Lo  Fred  VVailin,  situated  upon  the  Genesee 
Plank  Road  just  beyond  the  city  limits,  with  intent  to  defraud  the  insur- 
ance company  which  had  issued  a  policy  on  the  building.  He  was  con- 
victed and  sentenced  to  State's  prison.  People  vs.  William  Murray  and 
others,  Murder.    Murray  wa-^  the  leader  of  a  of  riVcns  men  who, 

when  the  circus  was  over  for  the  night  at  Cli(--aning  went  with  the  rest  to 
a  bowery  hall  and  there  commenced  beating  the  people  right  and  left,  and 
finally  killed  a  man  by  the  name  of  Emery,  a  special  policeman  appointed 
to  keep  order.  He  was  found  guilty  of  murder  in  the  second  degree  and 
sent  to  Jackson  for  fifteen  years.  People  vs.  Griggs.  AsNanIt  with  intent 
to  commit  murder.  Gripi^j^s  was  charjre*!  with  shootint';  Joe  Blumfield  of 
Indiantown.  The  trial  lasted  ten  days  and  was  bitterly  contested.  There 
were  over  sixty  witnesses  sworn  in  the  case  and  the  defendant  was  con- 
victed. People  vs.  William  B.  Clark.  Clark  was  a  noted  horse  thief  and 
murderer,  and  had  practiced  his  nefarious  work  throughout  the  country 
without  having  been  caught,  until  finally  he  was  arrested  for  horse  stealing, 
was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  Jackson.  People  vs.  John  Driscoll,  better 
known  as  "Silver  Jack,"  robbery.  Jack  was  a  notorious  character.  He 
had  worked  in  the  lumber  woods,  and  when  around  town  was  accustomed 
to  frequent  saloons,  and  when  in  liquor  was  a  vicious,  bad  man.  He 
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robbed  a  chum  while  they  were  out  together  one  eveninf^,  was  tried,  con- 
victed and  sentenced  to  Jackson  for  fifteen  yenrs.  In  his  general  practice 
Mr.  Durand  has  been  engaged  in  many  important  suits  as  attorney  and 
general  counsel  of  the  Saginaw  Union  Street  Railway,  Union  Street 
Railway  Company,  Saginaw  Consolidated  Street  Railway  Co.,  River- 
side Park  Railway  and  The  Inter-Urban  Railway  Company.  In  this 
State  he  has  been  the  pioneer  in  cases  e^t^ihlishing  the  legal  rights  of 
"  Overhead  Trolley  Wire  "  railways.  Saijinaw  was  one  of  the  pioneers  m 
Michigan  and  the  northwest  in  which  such  railways  were  constructed  (in  1889). 
The  question  of  the  right  to  operate  street  cars  by  electricity  was  raised 
and  tried  in  the  circuit  court  in  chancery.  The  right  to  use  such  motive 
power  was  affirmed  by  our  Supreme  Court  in  Barber  vs.  The  Saginaw 
Union  Street  Railway  Co.,  reported  in  83d  Michigan,  page  299.  IHs  mn 
tention  afTtrminf;^  the  rif»ht  of  electric  roads  to  string^  wires  across  the  rii^ht 
of  way  ol  bieam  railroads  was  sustained  in  the  Circuit  Court  and  also  in  the 
Supreme  court.  In  this  case  he  was  opposed  by  leading  counsel  of  the 
Michigan  Central  and  other  steam  railroads  but  in  the  end  achieved  a  com- 
plete victory  over  his  able  opponents  (91st  Michigan,  page  657).  The 
principle  established  was  that  neither  company  had  exclusive  rights,  but 
that  the  rights  and  duties  of  both  were  reciprocal.  Both  of  these  decisions 
have  since  been  widely  quoted  as  they  were  the  pioneer  decisions  on  the 
respective  questions  involved.  Mr.  Durand  is  not  only  a  talented  lawyer 
but  a  good  business  man.  He  is  attorney  for  the  Central  Bridge  Company 
and  the  Saginaw  County  Savings  Bank  in  which  he  is  a  large  stockl.older. 
and  vice-president.  He  was  for  six  years  a  ineinberof  i  he  Board  of  Public 
Works  of  Saginaw.  He  has  been  president  of  the  l-iar  A^^sociation  of 
Saginaw  since  1894.  In  politics  Mr.  Durand  is  a  strong  Democrat  and 
has  been  solicited  to  be  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  representative  in 
Congress,  but  has  steadily  refused.  He  has  also  been  urged  to  allow  his 
name  to  be  used  as  a  candidate  for  the  position  of  attorn  >  ^^yeneral  of 
Michigan  but  has  declined,  preferring  to  give  the  party  the  benefit  of  his 
counsel  and  let  others  reap  the  rewards  of  party  strife.  He  is  a  reL^ular 
attendant  of  St.  John  s  Episcopal  Church  and  prominent  in  the  business 
affairs  of  the  church.  In  1872  he  married  Miss  Florence  C.  Moore, 
daughter  of  Hon.  John  Moore,  of  Saginaw,  a  former  judge  of  the  Circuit 
Court  and  one  of  the  d-w  living  pioneers  of  the  Saginaw  Bar.  They  now 
live  in  Saginaw,  on  Miciipj.aTi  Avenue,  in  a  handsome  home  beside  that  of 
Indt^e  Moore.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Durand  iiavc  one  child,  Carrie  M.  who 
graduated  from  the  Saginaw  High  School,  in  the  class  of  189 1.  In  man- 
ner Mr.  Durand  is  affable  and  frank  with  a  pleasing  personality  that  readily 
makes  friends.  In  his  manifold  affairs  he  is  uncompromisingly  honest  and 
despises  duplicity.  He  has  always  been  a  diligent  student  of  the  law  and 
exhaustive  in  his  researches  for  points  to  maintain  his  controversy  in  court. 
He  is  prominent  in  the  masonic  fraternity  and  has  served  three  terms  as 
Eminent  Commander  of  St.  Bernard  Commandcry. 
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EDGAR  A,  COOLEY,  Bay  City.  Edgar  Arthur  Cooley  was  bom  at 
Adrian,  Michigan,  May  30,  1852.  Tiie  tamily  had  its  origin  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  his  immediate  ancestors  were  residents  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
His  father  is  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Cooley,  of  Ann  Arbor,  formerly  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan  and  the  highest  authority  on 
constitutional  law  in  the  United  States.  Tlis  mother  was  Mary  E.  Hor- 
ton.  also  a  native  of  New  York.  His  childhood  was  passed  in  Adrian,  but 
when  iie  was  seven  years  of  age  the  family  removed  to  Ann  Arbor,  on 
account  of  the  acceptance  by  Judge  Cooley  of  the  resident  professorship  in 
the  Law  School  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  Here  Edgar  A.  was  edu- 
cated, passing  through  the  public  schools  and  the  high  school,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1R6H,  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  The  same  year  he 
entered  the  Literary  DepaitmenL  of  the  University  of  Michigan  \vhere  he 
remained  until  he  completed  the  classical  course  and  received  his  Bachelor  s 
degree.  This  was  in  1872,  when  he  was  twenty  years  old.  While  pur- 
suing the  regular  studies  of  the  senior  class  he  also  attended  the  lectures  of 
the  first  year's  course  in  the  Law  School.  He  was  thus  enabled  to  com- 
plete the  course  in  law  within  one  year  after  his  completion  of  thecla  ;ical 
cour.se.  In  February,  1873,  he  was  qualified  for  admissioTi  to  the  Bar  ;n 
every  respect  except  age.  He  had  not  yet  attained  his  majority.  He  was 
received  into  the  law  office  of  Winsor  Scofield  as  a  clerk,  and  in  June  of 
the  same  year  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts.  In  September, 
1873,  the  law  firm  of  Marston,  Hatch  &  Cooley  was  formed  at  Bay  City 
with  Mr.  Cooley  as  the  junior  member.  The  firm  was  broken  in  April, 
1875,  by  the  appomtment  of  Judge  Marston  to  the  Supreme  Pk  nch  as  the 
successor  of  Judge  Isaac  P.  Christiancy,  who  resigned  to  accept  ilie  oltice 
of  Senator  of  the  United  States.  After  that  the  firm  of  Hatch  &  Cooley 
existed  and  conducted  a  general  practice  in  the  State  and  Federal  courts 
for  twenty  years.  In  Martli,  1895,  Mr.  Hatch  and  his  son,  who  for  some 
time  hr^d  been  associated  with  the  firm,  removed  to  L)Llroif,  lta\intJ  Mr. 
Cooley  the  ^le  surviving  member  of  the  original  co-partncrsiii]*  and  inlu  t- 
itor  of  the  firm's  lai^e  business.  He  has  continued  the  practice  aione;  but 
instead  of  carrying  on  a  general  business,  comprising  all  kinds  of  cases,  he 
has  given  special  attention  to  the  duties  of  counsellor  and  the  affairs  of 
corporations.  His  preference  is  counsel  business  rather  than  appearance 
ill  court  as  a  trial  lanycr.  He  t?;,  hov.'ever,  lora!  attorney  of  the-  Michrc^an 
Central  Railroad  Company;  attorney  for  the  i-irst  National  Bank  of  Bav 
City,  and  various  manufacturing  companies.  For  some  time  he  was  local 
attorney  for  the  Flint  and  Perc  Maiquette  Railroad  Company.  Only  a 
few  of  the  many  important  cases  managed  by  the  firm  of  which  Mr,  Cooley 
was  so  lon^^  a  member  can  be  referred  to  in  this  brief  .sketch.  The  Tawas 
and  Bay  County  Railroad  Company  vs.  the  Circuit  Judge  of  Tosro  county 
(44th  Michigan,  page  479),  is  one  which  established  a  precedent.  It 
involved  the  question  of  vacating  an  illegal  injunction  by  mandamus,  when 
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the  party  restrained  would  otherwise  suffer  serious  injury  or  assume  the 

risk  of  bein;;^  in  contempt  for  disregarding  the  order.  As  counsel  for  the 
railroad  company,  whose  operation  the  Circuit  judge  endeavored  to  stop 
by  injunction,  Mr.  Cooley  applied  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  mandamus, 
alleging  that  the  delay  incident  to  an  appeal  from  the  Circuit  Court  would 
occasion  great  loss  to  his  client.  His  prayer  was  granted  and  thus  was  the 
principle  established  that  mandamus  may  issue  to  vacate  an  injunction — 
a  speedy  and  efficacious  remedy  for  a  wrong  which  might  otherwise  work 
irreparable  damage.  Another  important  case  was  McMaster  vs.  Merrick 
(41st  Miehit»an,  page  505^,  raising  a  novel  question  under  the  lien  laws. 
The  piintiple  involved  was  that  liens  created  by  implication  may  be 
waived  by  implication ;  and  if  lien  and  non  lien  claims  are  commingled  the 
lien  is  waived.  •  The  Supreme  Court  sustained  this  view  of  the  controversy 
after  exhaustive  argument  by  attorney  for  pInintifT  and  defendant.  Mr. 
Cooler  has  invcn  considerable  .itii-ntion  to  busiiies.s  and  commercial  affairs. 
He  is  interested  as  a  stockholder  and  director  in  many  corporations,  bank- 
ing and  manufacturing.  He  was  one  of  the  principal  stockholders  of  the 
Bay  City  Street  Railway  for  some  years.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any 
secret  order  except  the  College  Greek  Fraternity  Alpha  Delta  Phi.  For 
several  year?  he  was  captain  of  the  Peninsulars,  a  military  company  organ- 
ized and  maintained  at  Bay  City.  He  was  married  December  18,  1876,  to 
Miss  Addie  L.  Seymour,  of  Flint,  who  died  in  March,  1888,  leaving  four 
children,  viz. ;  Walter,  who  is  now  sixteen  years  of  age;  Mary,  aged  four- 
teen; Anna,  twelve;  and  Vaughan,  nine.  He  was  subsequently  married 
to  Louisa  Fitzhugh,  daughter  of  Frank  Fitzhugh,  Bay  City,  who  lived  but 
six  months  after  ma^r^aLT<^  Mr.  Cooley  is  a  very  unassuminj^  man  and 
avoids  publicity  or  ui\  sort  ol  notoriety.  He  is  a  remarkable  lawyer,  in 
that  he  seems  to  have  been  bom  with  an  intuitive  sense  of  what  the  law  is. 
He  arrives  at  correct  legal  conclusions  apparently  by  intuition  and  without 
the  laborious  effort  that  other  men  are  compelled  to  put  forth.  He  pos- 
sesses original  capacity  and  is  able  to  express  his  view<^  tersely  in  pleadings 
upon  questions  which  have  not  been  adjudicated.  1  lis  iiucgrity  of  char- 
acter h  absolute.  He  entertains  an  abhorrence  of  shams  and  pretenses. 
As  a  lawyer  he  is  a  counsellor  rather  than  an  advocate.  His  ability  mani- 
fests itself  more  in  questions  relating  to  the  title  and  transfer  of  real  estate, 
or  matters  involving  corporate  rights.  His  conveyances  and  contracts  are 
clear,  concise  and  strong.  He  has  been  very  successful  and  won  tlic  con- 
fidence of  the  people  in  his  section  of  the  State.  He  has  tht-  inost  (irsiru- 
ble  business  of  any  lawyer  in  Bay  City.  He  is  loyal  to  his  many  friends 
and  has  made  few  enemies.  His  chief  recreation  is  found  in  the  milder 
sports,  such  as  fishing,  and  his  annual  trips  to  the  northern  resorts,  wi^h 
the  rod  and  boon  companions,  enable  him  to  throw  off  care  and  recuperate 
his  enei^ies  for  the  hard  work  of  another  year. 
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ALFRKD  1'.  LYON,  Bay  City.  Hon.  Alfred  P.  Lyon.  United  States  dis- 
trict attorney  for  the  Kastern  District  of  Michigan,  is  a  native  of  the  State. 
He  was  bom  July  27,  1847,  at  Milford,  Oakland  county.  He  is  descended 
from  New  England  ancestry.  His  father,  Phineas  Lyon,  who  is  still  liv- 
ing at  Milford,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  lived  for  some  time  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  came  to  Miclii^;an  in  1837,  when  he  settled  at  Milford. 
He  has  always  been  a  farmer.  His  mother,  Adeline  Phelps,  was  a  native 
of  New  York,  a  woman  01  refinement  and  strong  character.  She  died  in  1872. 
Precisely  what  are  the  agencies  and  influences  that  enter  into  the  life  of  a 
boy  on  a  farm  and  lay  the  substantial  foundation  for  professional  success  may 
be  difficult  to  enumerate  or  explain.  Whether  it  is  the  ozone  of  the  coua- 
try  air,  the  rommunion  with  nature  in  her  varying  moods,  the  vigorous 
exercise  ',\iUi  the  jilow,  the  spade  and  the  ax.  or  the  restful,  wholesome 
sleep  that  loUows  labor  in  a  pure  atmosphere,  the  writer  does  not  presume 
to  affirm.  It  may  be  that  all  of  these  conditions  and  elements  contribute 
to  the  result.  The  absence  of  evil  associations  is  also  a  factor  of  the  situa- 
tion. Whatever  the  contributory  influences  may  be  the  fact  is  indisputa- 
ble that  many  of  the  ablest  and  most  proinliient  lawyers  of  the  country  got 
their  in.spiration  in  the  corn  field  and  tlu  ir  |Mepaiation  in  the  district 
sdiool.  Alfred  P.  Lyon  is  a  fine  example  of  the  evolution  of  a  first-class 
lawyer  from  an  obscure  farmer's  boy.  His  early  years  were  divided 
between  work  on  the  farm  and  attendance  at  the  district  school.  This  was 
continued  until  lu  reached  the  age  of  eighteen.  At  that  time  he  entered 
the  Milford  high  school  and  afterward?  attended  tlie  seminary  at  Fenton. 
He  taught  one  winter  term  of  scliool  in  the  country.  With  this  prelimi- 
nary preparation  he  entered  the  Law  School  of  the  U  niversity  of  Michigan 
in  the  fall  of  1870,  and  was  graduated  upon  the  completion  of  the  course 
with  the  chiss  of  1872.  He  settled  at  Bay  City  immediately  afterwards, 
where  he  entered  the  office  of  Hon.  T.  F.  Shepard  as  a  clerk.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  November,  1872,  and  remained  with  Mr.  Shepard 
in  the  capacity  of  lawyer's  clerk  for  two  years.  During  this  period  his 
aptness  for  the  law  was  discovered  by  his  preceptor,  who  invited  iiim  to 
a  partnership  and  with  him  constituted  the  firm  of  Shepard  &  Lyon. 
This  relation  continued  for  a  period  of  twenty-one  years,  until  February, 
1 895 .  The  practice  of  the  firm  was  general  in  all  of  the  courts.  State  and 
Federal.  It  was  second  to  none  in  »he  city  in  tlie  arro-rpg^ate  volume  of 
business  and  the  importance  of  cases  conducted.  Mr.  Lyon  lapidly  de- 
veloped by  reading  and  practice  into  a  careful,  painstaking  lawyer.  It 
has  always  been  his  habit  to  study  a  case  very  closely  and  critically  before 
going  to  trial,  and  he  is  ready  always  on  all  Jhe  points  involved  when  the 
case  is  called.  He  knows  his  witnesses  and  understands  what  will  be  their 
testimony.  He  has  a  fine  legal  mind  which  makes  the  work  of  prepar- 
ing cases  easier  than  it  otherwise  would  be.  In  social  intercour  e,  as 
well  as  professional  work,  he  is  one  of  tlie  most  modest  and  unassum- 


273  BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  MICHIGAN. 

ing  of  men.    He  does  not  seek  notoriety  or  publicity.     His  style  of 

aro^ument  is  candid,  strong  and  convincing.  He  has  the  faculty  of  in- 
spirinj^  a  jury  with  confidence  that  what  he  says  is  the  truth.  1  hough 
not  niutij  given  to  society  be  is  a  kind  and  reliable  neighbor,  and  enjoys 
the  confidence  of  the  community  in  which  he  has  lived  so  long.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a  Democrat,  and  one  whose  counsel  is  highly  regarded  by  his 
party.  He  takes  an  interest  in  political  affairs,  and  is  usually  found  on 
the  membership  of  the  county  or  district  committee.  He  was  elected 
prosecuting  attorney  of  Bay  county  in  1878,  and  subsequently  re-elected 
for  a  second  term.  His  conduct  in  office  was  eminently  satisfactory.  In 
April,  1885,  he  was  appointed  city  attorney,  and  served  two  years. 
February  10,  1894,  he  received  appointment  to  the  honorable  and  respon- 
sible office  of  United  States  district  attorney  for  the  Eastern  District  of 
Michigan  from  President  Cleveland.  Mr.  Lyon  is  a  member  of  Bay  City 
Commandery  Knights  Templar.  He  was  laarried  February  25,  1875,  to 
Miss  Lillian  J.  Arms,  of  Milford,  Michigan.  They  have  one  son,  Avery 
A.,  eighteen  years  of  age,  who  is  in  school.  A  proper  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  district  attorney  docs  not  employ  all  his  time,  therefore  after 
the  dissohition  of  partnership  existing  between  Messrs.  Shtpard  &  Lyon 
the  latter  became  associated  with  Mr.  C.  F,.  Pierce,  under  tlie  firm  name 
of  Lyon  &  Pierce  in  1895.  He  is  more  tiian  an  advisory  member  of  the 
firm,  as  he  participates  actively  in  the  trial  of  cases  in  the  State  courts. 


ARCHIBALD  McDONELL,  Bay  City.  Archibald  McDonell  was  bom 
at  St.  Andrews,  Nova  Scotia,  January  1,  1833.  His  ancestors  for  many 
generations  lived  in  Scotland.  They  were  men  of  high  moral  courage, 
unwavering  faith  and  unconquerable  will.  Some  of  them  came  to  America 
before  the  Tnitkllc  of  the  last  century  and  settled  in  Canada.  One  member 
of  the  family  v,a?  a  distinguished  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Canada  a 
huridrcd  years  ago;  another  was  a  member  oi  tiie  Legislaiurc  and  the 
Legislative  Council  of  Upper  Canada  for  many  years;  a  third  was  a  Cana- 
dian explorer,  a  soldier  and  lawyer,  who  practised  in  partnership  with  Sir 
Allen  McNab,  and  who,  under  a  royal  license,  explored  the  Lake  Superior 
region  for  minerals  and  organized  the  Quebec  Minint^  Company.  ITe  was 
a  public-spirited,  far-sighted  man,  the  first  to  propose  a  railroad  from  the 
shore  of  Lake  Superior  to  the  Pacific  coast,  and  also  a  ship  canal  around 
the  falls  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  but  who  was  turned  down  as  to  both  propo- 
sitions because  they  were  regarded  as  premature.  A  fourth  member  of 
the  family  was  Governor  of  Assiniboia  and  planted  a  colony  of  High- 
landers in  tiie  Red  river  country,  of  which  he  was  the  controlling  or  lead- 
ing spirit  tor  ten  years.  The  family  came  from  Inverness,  Scotland,  and 
Archibald's  father  was  born  on  the  ocean  during  the  vojrage.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the  grammar  school  and  afterwards  taught 
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in  hi?  native  province  for  thvcc  years.    Having  decided  at  the  as^e  of 
twenty-six  to  locate  in  the  United  States  and  prepare  liimself  for  tlu-  prac- 
tice of  law,  he  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  University  ot  Michigan, 
in  1859,  and  was  gradua,ted  in  1861.    The  year  of  his  graduation  he  began 
the  practice  at  Bay  City,  and  soon  after  that  event  was  in  partnership  for 
a  short  time  with  A.  C.  Maxwell.    Subsequently  he  was  associated  for 
eleven  years  with  Judgf  Grrcr,  and  for  three  years  with  George  V.  Cobb. 
He  is  now  in  partnership  witii  De  Vere  Hall,  under  the  firm  name  of  Mc- 
Donell  &  Hall.    At  the  time  of  his  location  in  Bay  City  it  had  a  popula- 
tion of  only  seven  hundred,  so  that  during  the  thirty-four  years  of  his 
residence  there  as  a  lawyer,  he  has  been  able  to  contribute  largely  to  the 
growth  and  business  of  the  city.    From  boyhood  he  had  an  unusual  amount 
of  business  enterprise,  and  capacity  to  accumulate  money  and  property. 
Before  he  was  twenty-five  years  old  he  liad  saved  ten  thousand  dollars. 
This  was  invested  in  a  cargo  of  wheat,  and  the  vessel  was  sunk  in  Lake 
Huron,  losing  all  of  his  fortune.    This  occurrence  did  not  discourage  him 
or  disqualify  him  for  future  gains.    He  has,  during  his  entire  life,  been 
rather  fond  of  business,  and  for  many  years  his  surplus  cash  capital  has 
been  invested  in  banking,  real  estate,  and  employed  in  a  mercantile  hmisc 
in  Bay  City.    He  is  a  large  owner  of  real  estate,  all  of  which  has  been 
accumulated  since  he  located  there  as  a  lawyer.    Among  the  important  cases 
which  have  been  conducted  by  him  in  the  higher  courts  may  be  mentioned 
Dennison  vs.  Gibson  et  ah,  which  was  begun  in  1868,  when  he  had  been  in 
the  practice  only  seven  years.    It  was  a  suit  in  equity  involving  title  to  the 
aswts  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Bay  City,  valued  at  four  hundred 
thousand  doliars.    Judge  Moore,  of  Saginaw,  and  Messrs.  Hatch  &  Cooley 
conducted  the  case  for  the  complainants,  while  Mr.  McDonell,  then  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  McDonell  &  Cobb,  and  Hon.  G.  V.  N.  Lothrop 
managed  the  defendant's  side.    It  is  unusual  to  entrust  such  vast  interests 
to  ?o  young  a  lawyer.     Another  intcrcstinf^  case  which  he  managed  was 
Speedily  v--.  Tlu.nder  Bay  River  Boom  Company  i  j  t  Mich.,  3-36).  The 
question  involved  in  this  case  was  the  right  of  a  mill  owner  on  the  .stream 
to  the  flow  of  water  to  the  detriment  of  the  use  of  the  stream  by  the  boom 
company.    Another  case  was  Feary  vs.  Cummings,  involving  a  construction 
of  certain  provisions  of  the  garnishee  laws  and  the  filing  of  chattel  mort- 
gages.   These  were  nen-  questions  to  the  courts  of  Michigan  and  were 
construed  by  the  rouri  i;i        ca<-e,  and  that  eon<;triiction  has  been  the  law 
of  the  State  on  these  subjects  lu  tiic  present  lime.     Mr.  McDonell  was  for 
two  terms  mayor  of  the  Bay  City,  and  his  incumbency  of  the  office  covered 
the  Centennial  year.    He  has  also  at  different  times  served  as  Circuit  Court 
commissioner  and  Supreme  Court  conmussioner.    He  has  not  been  active 
in  partisan  politics  or  snir^dit  political  office,  being  rather  inclined  to  secure 
\vhalL\'ci  jironiim  lite  snay  be  reached  b\'  th'-'  practice  of  his  profession  and 
the  conduct  oi  business  affairs.    He  was  one  of  the  fust  trustees  of  the 

Bay  City  public  library,  and  still  holds  that  position.    He  is  a  stockholder, 
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director  and  attorney  of  the  Bay  City  Bank.  He  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  McDonell  Hardware  Company  of  H;i\'  City.  Mr,  McDonell  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife,  a  native  of  Cambridgeport,  Massachusetts, 
died  in  1862,  leaving  two  children,  one  of  whom  is  S.  P.  McDonell, 
manager  of  the  McDonell  Hardware  Company.  His  second  wife  was  a 
native  of  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York,  and  died  in  February,  1896, 
leaving  a  family  of  one  son,  F.  D,  McDonell,  who  Is  also  a  member  of  the 
same  hardware  company,  and  five  daug^hters,  the  yougest  of  whom  is  uidy 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  all  of  whom  reside  at  home,  except  during  their 
absence  in  obtaining  their  education. 


DE  VRRE  H  AT. I.,  Ray  City.  DeVerc  Hall  was  horn  August  22,  1854, 
at  Bedford,  Monroe  county,  Michigan.  His  father  died  in  the  year  1856 
and  his  mother  in  the  year  1874,  and  he  has  very  little  authentic  informa- 
tion concerning  his  ancestry.  He  came  into  being  in  the  country  and  his 
boyhood  made  him  familiar  with  hard  work  on  a  farm.  His  attendance  at 
school  was  there  limited  to  the  winter  terms,  but  his  aspiration';  lifted  him 
above  the  meager  opportunities  of  th<^  district  school.  His  ideals  were 
transmuted  iiito  character  and  conduct  by  his  own  will  and  his  own  ener- 
gies. They  were  real  enough  to  redeem  his  obscure  life  from  some  of  its 
drudgery.  When  sufficiently  advanced  he  entered  the  union  school  at 
Holly  and  paid  the  expenses  of  his  tuition  with  the  wages  earned  at  teach- 
ing. In  1874  he  became  principal  of  the  union  schools  nt  Goodrich,  and 
later  at  Gaines,  in  Genesee  county,  tl.en  at  Byron,  Shiawassee  county, 
and  subsequently  at  Cascvillc,  in  Huron  county.  In  the  Caseville  schools 
he  taught  five  years.  The  last  two  years  of  this  time  he  was  a  member  of 
the  board  of  school  examiners  for  Huron  coupty,  and  for  two  years  was 
secretary  thereof.  He  cherished  aspirations  for  the  future,  outside  of  the 
school  room.  Wfii!(^  teaching  he  employed  h<nirs  which  might  have  been 
enjoyed  in  recreation  to  the  study  of  law.  His  preceptor  and  guide  in  the 
course  of  reading  was  Hon.  Thomas  B.  Woodworth,  of  Caseville,  who 
loaned  him  the  books  and  filled  the  place  of  lecturer  and  expounder.  Mr. 
Hall  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Huron  county  in  the  spring  of  1883,  and 
removed  to  West  Branch,  Ogemaw  county,  for  practice.  In  October  of 
that  year  he  entered  into  a  partnership  with  Hon.  D.  P.  Markey,  cx-Spcaker 
of  the  Hoii<-,c  oi  lveprestntati\ cs  of  Michigan  and  a  lawyer  of  experience, 
under  the  firm  name  oi  Markey  &  Hall.  This  association  was  continued 
until  1 891,  when  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  removed  to  Port  Huron 
and  the  junior  member  to  Bay  City.  The  latter  formed  a  partnership 
with  Hon.  Archibald  McDonell,  which  has  continued  to  the  present  time. 
McDon^n  fTall  have  a  larg^e  and  valuable  clientage.  They  arc  counsel- 
lors for  many  of  the  leading  business  firms  of  Bay  City  and  are  the  attor- 
neys in  cliarge  of  tiieir  litigation.    Mr.  Hall  has  been  actively  and 
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continuously  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  from  the  time  of  his 
admission  to  the  Bar.  He  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  ot  Ogemaw 
county  in  1884,  was  re-elected  in  '86  and  '88,  but  resigned  in  Novem- 
ber, 1890,  to  accept  a  nomination  as  the  candidate  of  the  Republican 
party  for  representative  in  tlie  State  Legislature.  He  served  one  term  as 
representative  with  ability,  but  has  held  no  other  political  office  and  has 
never  been  a  candidate  ff>r  office  except  n'<  noted  in  the  foregoing.  He  is 
wedded  to  the  law  atid  iias  a  high  regard  for  his  mistress.  His  connection 
with  all  important  litigation  in  the  courts  of  Ogemaw  county  since  1883  is 
part  of  the  record  of  the  county.  He  has  acted  as  general  counsel  of  the 
Supreme  Tent,  Supreme  Hive,  Great  Camp,  and  Great  Hive  of  the 
Maccabees  and  ha=  had  chan.ye  of  nearly  all  the  litigation  in  which  these 
various  orders  li:i-\';:  \iccn  in\ ulx  ed  in  Michij^an  for  some  j^ears.  Some  of 
the  cases  with  whicli  he  has  beetj  connected  have  become  standard  as  the 
authoritative  interpretation  of  the  law  governing  fraternal  benefit  associa- 
tions. In  the  case  of  Alice  B.  Canfield  vs.  the  Great  Camp  of  the 
Knights  of  Maccabees  of  the  State  of  Michigan  (87  Michigan,  page  26), 
it  was  held  by  the  Supreme  Court  that  the  decision  of  the  executive 
conmiittee  oi  a  fraternal  society  having  authority  to  determine  the  validity 
of  a  claim  was  a  bar  to  an  action  at  law  to  enforce  the  claim.  This  princi- 
ple was  reaffirmed  in  Fillmore  vs.  the  Great  Camp  of  the  Knights  of 
Maccabees  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  reported  in  103  Michigan,  page  437, 
and  on  rehearing  in  66  N.  AV.  R.,  page  675.  He  has  a  wide  reputation  in 
matters  growint;  out  of  municipal  taxation  and  hh  counsel  is  much  sought 
after  in  such  cases.  He  has  prepared  tor  his  personal  use  a  valuable  digest 
of  each  case  reported  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  involving  the 
many  and  varied  questions  arising  out  of  the  relation  of  master  and  servant, 
and  the  result  of  his  labor  is  seen  in  the  cases  of  Bcesl*  \^  v  s.  Wheeler,  103 
Michitfan,  page  196,  in  which  he  was  active  counsel  for  the  defendant  and 
in  Anderson  vs.  M.  C.  R.  R.,  Balhoff  vs.  M.  C.  R.  R.  and  McDonald  vs. 
M.  C.  R.  R.  reported  in  65  N.  VV.  R.  pages  5S5,  592  and  597,  respec- 
tively, in  all  of  which  he  was  counsel  for  the  plaintiff.  Mr.  Hall  holds  the 
office  of  Great  Lieutenant  Commander  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees 
for  Michigan;  he  is  a  Methodist  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
Madison  Avenue  M.  E.  Church  Bay  City.  He  was  married  May  19, 
1877,  to  Ai.tjyii=;ta  O.  Brown  of  B\  run  aTid  h,is  tive  ciiildriMi  ;  Sydnc}-  D., 
now  attending  Phillips  Academy  at  Andover,  Massachusetts ;  Vera  M., 
Ray  A.,  Irving  J.,  and  Cecile  M.  Mr.  Hall  has  a  strong  legal  mind  and 
his  understanding  of  a  principle  in  la%v  is  comprehensive.  His  perception 
of  a  l^al  proposition  is  keen.  He  is  quick  in  apprehension  and  prompt 
in  decision.  Wlien  liis  rcsoltitTon  was  formed  to  face  in  the  direction  of 
the  law  his  erier;_;y  und  will  .iffordtrd  iIil-  means  of  executing  it.  His  intci 
lect  is  as  clear  and  sharp  as  his  pronie.  He  is  studious  and  careful  in  his 
investigations,  firm  in  his  convictions,  candid,  and  concise  in  the  expression 
of  his  views.    He  is  a  good  speaker  and  an  honored  citizen. 
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WILLIAM  M.  KILPATRICK,  Owosso.     Hon.  William  Marvin  Kilpnt- 
rick  is  oC  Scotch-Irish  extraction  on  the  side  of  his  lather,  and  of  New 
England  descent  through  his  mother.    His  father,  Jesse  Kilpatrick,  was 
bom  in  Seneca  county.  New  York,  May  4,  1805.    His  mother,  Catherine 
Semans,  although  of  Vermont  ancestry,  was  born  in  Maryland,  January  4, 
1805.     In  earlv  life  his  father  u  a<;  a  h!.icksrnith,  but  subsequently  cn^aaed 
in  farmirifT  an.i  maintained  his  residence  in  New  York  until  1865,  when  he 
came  west  with  his  lamily  and  settled  at  Grass  I  -ake  in  Jackson  county, 
Michigan.    Both  parents  are  still  living  at  this  place,  at  the  ripe  age  of 
ninety-two.    William  Marvin  Kilpatrick  was  bom  in  Middlesex,  Yates 
county,  New  York,  December  2$,  1840.    He  was  brought  up  to  work  on 
his  father's  farm  and  had  the  acfvanta^^^e  of  district  <;rhools  during  the 
winter  months  until  h<'  whs  twenty.     After  that  he  attended  tiie  academy 
at  Rusliville,  New  York,  for  a  single  term  and,  after  attaining  his  majority, 
attended  the  Genesee  Academy,  at  Lima,  for  one  year.    This  was  the 
scope  of  his  attendance  at  school  and  the  extent  of  his  opportunity  for 
literary  education.    He  belongs  to  that  large  class  of  lawyers  who  spend 
some  tinu  in  the  profession  of  teachin;;  before  entering  the  profes«5ion  of 
law.  and  niukc  tin  foimer  the  vestibule  to  the  latter,  for  financial  con- 
siderations.   He  taught  in  New  York  State  two  years  and  then,  comuig 
west  in  advance  of  his  father's  family,  taught  school  for  a  single  term  in 
Illinois.    During  this  time  he  had  not  been  drifting,  for  that  usually  leads 
to  a  lower  leveL    His  leadings  had  alwa)-;  been  toward  the  law.  His 
decision  had  been  formed  to  take  up  the  study  of  it,  and  he  was  now  ready. 
1  he  time  spent  in  teaching  was  only  to  complete  the  final  outside  prepara- 
tion and  pay  the  expenses  of  further  technical  preparation.    In  1864  he 
entered  the  Law  School  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  completed  the 
course  and  was  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1866  with  the  coveted  d^ree, 
Bachelor  of  Laws.    Thus  equipped  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Ann 
Arbor  by  Judge  Lawrence  and  at  once  settled  in  Owosso,  spending  a  part 
of  the  first  year  in  the  law  office  of  G.  R.  Lyon.    In  the  spring  of  1867 
he  opened  an  office  on  his  own  account  and  engaged  in  general  practice. 
Ever  since  his  location  at  Owosso  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Shiawassee 
Bar  and  his  practice  has  been  interrupted  only  when  it  would  interfere 
with  a  proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  several  public  office;  which  he 
has  held,  and  by  the  banking  business  in  which  he  engaged  for  two  years. 
His  practice  has  taken  him  into  all  the  State  and  Federal  Courts  of  Michi- 
gan.   His  only  partnership  in  the  practice  of  law  was  formed  with  G.  R. 
Lyon  and  continued  from  1877  to  1881.    For  the  two  years  next  ensuing 
he  was  engaged  in  the  business  of  banking  with  M.  L.  Stewart,  and  during 
that  time  the  firm  erected  the  building  in  which  the  banking  house  of  M. 
L.  Stewart  &  Co.  is  now  located.    In  1883  he  sold  his  banking  interests  to 
his  partner  and  re-entered  the  practice  of  his  prof  cssion.    In  1S68  Mr.  Kil- 
patrick was  appointed  city  attorney  and  held  the  ofRce  until  1875.  For 
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two  years  of  this  period  he  was  supervisor  at  large.  He  was  elected 
mayor  of  the  city  in  1875  and  declined  a  fe-election  the  following  year, 
because  he  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  prosecuting  attorney.  He 
held  the  latter  office  until  1880.  Just  before  the  election  of  that  year  he 
resigned  in  order  that  he  might  be  eligible  for  the  office  of  State  Senator, 
for  which  he  had  been  nominated  by  the  Republican  convention  of  the 
county.  He  was  elected  Senator  and  served  for  a  single  term  at  that  time, 
with  ability.  His  interest  and  activity  in  politics  axe  further  evidenced 
by  his  chairmanship  of  the  Republican  county  committee  for  twenty-one 
years — from  1873  to  1 894  (with  a  single  interval  of  two  years);  by  his 
membership  in  the  State  committee  for  six  years;  by  his  election  as  an 
alternate  to  the  Republican  National  Cnnvention  of  1888  in  Chicago,  and 
as  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  in  180?.  in  Minneapolis.  In  the 
latter  convention  he,  together  with  his  colleagues  on  the  Michigan  dele- 
gation, suppurted  General  Alger  until  his  name  was  withdrawn  and  then 
voted  for  Major  McKinley.  In  1894  he  was  again  elected  State  Senator 
for  a  term  which  has  not  yet  expired.  Mr.  Kilpatrick  is  a  man  of  large 
personal  influence  and  much  foTe  of  cha^:^cf■pr.  He  has  been  closely 
identified  with  the  inatrri.il  j.jrusprrity,  the  s<.>cic(y  and  pt_>pi!lar  education 
of  Owosso  for  thirty  years.  He  stands  in  the  front  rank  of  lawyers  and 
citizens  of  the  place.  In  the  exercise  of  activities  for  usefulness,  the  abil- 
ity manifested  and  the  influence  exerted,  and  the  high  reputation  sustained 
both  in  public  office  and  private  life,  no  man  stands  before  him.  He  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  astute  political  advisers  and  managers  of  his  con- 
gressional district,  and  is  fitted  for  leadership  both  by  natural  traits  and 
experience,  lie  was  married  in  1869  to  Miss  Mary  Williams,  a  daughter 
of  B.  O.  Williams,  one  of  the  founders  of  Owosso;  but  his  wife  died  in 
October  of  the  same  year.  In  1873  he  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Wil- 
liams, a  daughter  of  A.  L.  Williams,  who  died  in  1880,  leaving  three 
children.  The  eldest  of  these,  Wil!iam  D. ,  after  passing  through  the 
common  schools,  spent  three  years  in  Ulivet  College;  he  is  now  a  stu- 
dent in  the  Law  School  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  The  two  daugh- 
ters, Mary  L  and  Florence  May,  are  students  in  Olivet  College. 


ADOLPHUS  A.  ELLIS,  Ionia.  Mr.  Ellis  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  and 
has  been  a  resident  of  the  State  continuously.  He  was  born  in  1 848  in 
Vermontville,  Eaton  county,  attended  the  district  schools  there  until  six- 
teen years  of  age,  and  then  the  public  high  school  in  Charlotte.  In  i  S69 
he  entered  Olivet  College,  where  he  remained  a?  a  student  three  years.  For 
a  period  of  four  years,  after  leaving  college,  he  engaged  in  teaching  in 
Union  schools — two  years  at  Muir  and  two  years  at  Grand  Ledge — sim- 
ply as  a  vocation  and  as  a  means  of  temporary  self-support,  while  devot- 
ing his  extra  time  to  a  study  of  the  text  books  and  rudimentary  princi- 
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pies  of  the  law.     He  might  have  succocdi  d  admirably  as  a  teacher,  but 
l5referred  success  as  a  lawyer.     His  prefLTi  iicr  fur  it  as  ihr  biisiiK'^s  of 
life  was  very  pronounced,  and  his  preliminar)'  preparation  for  it  thor- 
ough as  circumstances  and  environment  permitted.    His  intellectual  pow- 
ers were  sufficiently  matured  when  he  entered  upon  the  study  to  compre- 
hend the  commentaries  and  lay  a  broad,  sutetantial  foundation.  The 
mental  discipline  acquired  In  teaching  was  helpful  in  many  ways — In 
perception,  in  the  processes  of  reasoning,  and  in  the  formation  ol  method- 
ical habits,  in  gaining  an  insight  into  human  nature,  and  a  conception  of 
motive  as  the  basis  of  human  action.    It  is  a  fact  that  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  of  the  country,  including  such  men 
as  Lyman  Trumbull  and  Thomas  M.  Cooley,  were  teachers  before  they 
became  lawyers.    And  all  arc  willing  to  admit  or  free  to  claim  that  the 
work  was  beneficial  as  a  part  of  their  preparation.     Mr.   Ellis,  in  his  per- 
son and  ancestry,  is  the  representative  of  two  nationalities.    His  latlicr, 
Elmer  E.,  though  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  is  of  English 
descent;  his  mother,  Jane  Halstead,  also  a  native  of  New  York,  descended 
from  Holland  ancestry — ^staunch  and  sturdy,  as  personated  by  the  stem  old 
Governor  Sttiyvcsant.     His  parents  were  man  it  d  in  New  York  and  came 
to  Michigan  in  iS.t-6.    They  settled  at  V'ermontvillr,  Eaton  county,  where 
they  establi'^lu  i]  a  home  and  improved  their  farm.     1  heir  son,  the  subject 
of  this  biograpliy,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the  State  in  January,  1876, 
and  opened  an  office  for  practice  in  the  village  of  Muir.    He  remained 
there  five  years  engaged  in  such  general  practice  as  the  locality  afforded,  and 
in  1 88 1  removed  to  Tonia.    TTi^  firpt  partner'Sihip  was  formed  with  TT.  C. 
Soi'^ions,  and  continued  onr  year.     I'or  tlu  right  years  next  ensuing  he 
practised  alone,  taking  both  civil  and  criminal  cases.    In  1888  he  was 
nominated  as  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party  for  attorney  general  of 
the  State,  and  defeated  with  the  balance  of  the  ticket.    He  was  renomi- 
nated in  1 890  and  elected,  served  with  honor,  was  renominated  and  re- 
elected in  1892.    Prior  to  that  thne  the  only  office  he  held  wtm  pro55ectitlng 
attorney  of  Ionia  county,  which  he  filled  from  1885  to  1889.     As  attorney 
general  he  protected  the  interests  of  the  State  with  marked  ability  and 
unchallenged  fidelity.    Some  contested  cases  of  unusual  importance  were 
disposed  of  during  his  incumbency,  among  which  may  be  mentioned 
the  celebrated  Molitor  murder  cases,  tried  in  Alpena  where  they  were 
brought  from  Presque  Isle  county.    Another  was  the  case  of  the  notori- 
ous Daniel  Heffron,  of  Manistique.     These  criminal  cases  were  important 
and  attracted  much  attention,  the  tormer  by  reason  of  the  high  social 
standing  of  the  parties  accused,  and  the  fact  that  seventeen  years  had 
elapsed  from  the  time  of  the  murder  till  the  prosecution  was  commenced; 
and  the  latter  because  of  the  notoriously  bad  character  of  the  defendant 
which  made  him  a  pcrpetua]  menace  to  ?:ociety  when  at  liberty.  These 
ca'^e'^  were  won  tor  the  Slate.    Aller  his  letircmcnt  from  the  ofiice  of 
attorney  ^jeneral  he  was  retained  by  the  commonwealth  as  special  counsel 
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in  "The  State  of  Michigan  vs.  Bay  County,"  a  case  in  which  the  defend- 
ant county  resisted  the  payment  of  taxes  claimed  by  the  State.  He  won 
the  case,  and  the  State's  treasury  was  enriched  to  the  amount  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  thousand  dollars  as  a  result.    Mr.  Ellis  has  served  the  city 

as  mayor  two  terms.  He  has  been  engaged  without  reserve  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  since  the  expiration  of  his  last  official  term.  TTis  reputa- 
tion as  a  criminal  lawyer  brings  him  a  large  number  of  that  class  of  cases. 
He  also  gives  much  time  to  chancery  practice,  for  which  no  lawyer  in  his 
section  of  the  State  has  superior  qualifications.  Although  just  in  the 
prime  of  life  he  is  rated  by  professional  associates  as  "one  of  the  bright- 
est, krcTicst  lawyers  in  the  State,  honorable  in  his  methods,  honest  in  his 
dealing;,  with  his  fellow  men,  popular  with  hi?  ncij^hbors,  fortified  by  the 
esteem  and  good  will  of  all."  Mr.  Ellis  is  favored  by  nature  with  social 
traits  that  invite  friendships.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Free  Masons  and  the  Order  of 
Elks.  He  was  married  in  1874  to  Miss  Mattie  Nichols,  of  Grand  Ledge, 
Michigan.  The  family  comprises  two  sons — Howard,  aged  fourteen,  and 
George,  twelve. 


SPAFFORD  TRYON,  late  of  Dowagjac.  Spafford  Tryon ,  for  many  years 
one  of  the  leading  law^'ers  of  southwestern  Michigan,  was  born  on  a  farm 
in  Jefferson  county,  New  York.  His  father,  Luther  Tryon,  was  a  farmer, 
a  native  of  Decrfield,  Massachusetts,  and  a  man  of  sterling  worth.  His 
mother,  Ann  Bradley,  was  a  native  of  Maine.  Both  parents  were  of 
English  descent  and  the  ancestors  of  both  were  early  settlers  of  New  Eng- 
land. His  paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
serving  with  the  rank  of  captain  under  Arnold  at  Ouebec  and  Valley 
Forge,  and  under  Sullivan  against  the  Indians.  As  a  boy,  Spafford 
attended  the  country  schools  until  he  was  qualified  to  teach.  He  then 
prepared  himself  for  college  at  Middlebury  Academy  and  paid  his  expen- 
ses with  the  wages  of  teaching.  He  matriculated  in  Madison  University 
at  Hamilton,  New  York,  in  1859  and  pursued  the  course  for  more  than 
three  years,  but  was  obliged  to  leave  before  j^raduatinn  on  account  of  ill 
health.  He  began  the  study  of  law  with  VVakeman  &  Bryan,  in  Batavia, 
New  York,  in  the  fall  of  1861,  where  he  remained  one  year.  '  His  legal 
studies  were  continued  at  Albion  in  the  ofRce  of  Bezac  &  Bullard,  promi- 
nent lawyers  of  the  place,  with  whom  he  remained  until  the  spring  of 
1864,  although  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  after  an  cxa-nination  in  Buf- 
falo in  1863.  The  cla'^s  of  law  students  examined  at  the  same  time  num- 
bered thirty,  only  half  of  them  passed  the  examination  successfully.  In 
1864,  Mr.  Tryon,  with  Lorenzo  Lapham,  a  college  classmate  and  well- 
tried  friend,  came  west  and  located  for  a  time  in  Marshalltown,  Iowa. 
Not  finding  business  what  they  had  expected,  they  went  to  Council  Bluffs 
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where  they  cngngcd  in  the  [jnirt  icr  of  law  tor  a  year  or  more.  I'Voui  there 
Mr.  Tryon  went  to  Sioux  City,  where  he  remained  untii  [869.  lie  then 
returned  east  as  far  as  Michigan,  settled  in  Dowagiac  and  formed  a  part- 
nership with  F.  J.  Atwelli  which  was  maintained  for  two  years.  Mr. 
Tryon  devoted  all  of  his  activities  and  ener^es  as  well  as  the  best  powers 
of  his  mind  to  the  study  and  practic  of  law.  Mo  wns  never  tempted  to 
leave  the  prnfrs=;in-'i  for  p'jhiic  office.  Well  fitted  by  nature  to  compre- 
hend the  intricacies  of  law  and  having  a  taste  for  the  investigation  and 
study  essential  to  such  understanding,  he  became  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful and  learned  lawyers  in  the  State.  His  specialty  in  the  practice 
was  chancery  cases,  and  in  the  Chancery  Courts  of  the  State  he  had  few 
equals.  He  could  have  received  political  honors  and  the  emolnmcnt?;  of 
political  office  if  he  had  loved  his  profe<^sion  less.  Solicited  freqiunil  ly  by 
leaders  of  hi-S  party  to  accept  a  nomination,  he  steadfastly  and  persistently 
declined,  preferring  the  eminence  that  comes  to  one  who  is  faithfully 
devoted  to  his  profession.  The  only  office  which  he  ever  filled  was  that 
of  prosecuting  attorney  of  Cass  county  for  a  single  term.  This  was  in 
1872.  Politically  he  acccpled  the  principles  and  policies  of  the  Rcprtb 
Mean  party,  hut  contented  liiniseH  willi  a  discharge  of  the  duties  of  private 
citizenship  under  ail  circumstances.  For  twenty-six  years  he  was  cnipluyed 
in  most  of  the  important  cases  tried  in  his  county.  He  was  married  Sep- 
tember 29,  1869,  to  Miss  Tain  Tryon,  daughter  of  Lemuel  and  Lydia 
Forbes  Tryon,  of  York,  Livingston  county,  New  York.  A  son,  Edward, 
and  a  dauc^htcr.  Helen  A.,  were  born  of  this  marriap^e.  The  former 
studied  law  and  was  associated  in  practice  with  his  father  some  time  Ijeiorc 
the  latter's  death.  Mr.  Tiyon  died  suddenly  on  the  morning  of  June  10, 
1896.  His  funeral  was  attended  by  the  Bar  associations  of  Cass,  Berrien 
and  VanBuren  counties,  and  some  members  of  the  profession  from  Kala- 
mazoo. Eulogies  were  pronounced  by  Judges  Coolidgc  and  Siiiirh..  The 
estimate  of  his  character  by  Rev.  P.  W.  Perry,  who  conducted  the  funeral 
service,  is  reproduced  here: 

"A  poor  boy,  he  spent  his  early  years  working  on  a  farm,  but  having 
an  irrepressible  thirst  for  learning  he  soon  commenced  a  course  of  study, 
first  in  a  high  school,  then  in  an  academy  and  finally  in  Madison  Univer- 
sity, New  York,  where  b.e  was  fully  prepared  for  the  study  of  his  profes- 
sion. He  was  a  painstaking  student — was  wcli  read  in  literature  and  in 
law — was  scholarly  in  taste  as  well  as  attainments.  He  was  probably  one 
of  the  best  equipped  lawyers  in  Michigan,  and  was  one  of  the  most  sue 
cessfui  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State.  He  had  a  logical  mind  and 
quick  perception— could  instantly  discover  the  weak  points  of  an  oppo- 
nent's argument.  He  was  absolutely  free  from  those  debilitating  habits 
induU^ed  by  so  many  attorneys;  he  neither  smoked  nor  chewed  tobacco 
nor  indulged  in  the  use  of  intoxicants;  ii  was  owing  to  this  fact  that  he 
was  enabled  to  accomplish  such  an  enormous  amount  of  work  and  attain 
such  an  eminent  place  in  his  profession;  in  this  he  was  an  example  that 
young  men  would  do  weii  to  imitate.  He  was  large  hearted,  genial  and 
companionable  and  had  a  kind  word  and  smile  for  everyone.    There  was 
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no  tiiii^e  of  malicf  in  his  nature.  He  was  i  reliable  and  trustworthy 
friend — one  that  you  could  lean  upon  with  implicit  confidence.  Ho  was 
faithful  to  his  clients;  though  he  was  too  busy  a  man  to  have  many  inti- 
mate associates,  yet  he  a  is  fri  luHy  to  all.  He  no  doubt  had  some  ene- 
mies, for  no  live  man  following  liis  profession  could  live  and  succeed  in 
this  selfisii,  wicked  world  without  antagonizing  some  people  and  getting 
their  ill  will.  It  is  only  the  cipher  in  society  that  escapes  the  tongue  of 
the  slanrlrrcr.  The  sacrrd  writer  recognized  thi^  fact  when  he  said,  'Woe 
unto  you  when  all  men  speak  well  of  you. '  And  our  departed  friend  no  doubt 
had  his  faults,  as  that  is  the  lot  of  humanity,  for  'To  err  is  human.'  So 
the  sun  has  some  ?iiots  on  his  disk  yet  he  shines  most  brightly  in  spite  of 
them.  In  reference  to  his  religious  views  and  sentiments  I  would  say  that 
he  was  a  firm  believer  in  Christianity,  in  the  ethical  rather  than  the  dog- 
matic— in  deeds  rather  than  creeds — in  works  more  than  in  words — in 
anthrO|K)In;j:y  ra?h<^r  ihan  technical  theology'  he  laid  fhi  inain  "-Ires?  in  tin- 
practical  rather  than  the  theoretical.  He  was  a  great  admirer  of  Christ 
and  his  teachings ;  the  life  of  Jesus  was  his  ideal  inspiration,  but  on  account 
of  the  divcrtjency  of  some  of  his  views  from  orthodoxy,  he  never  con- 
nected himself  with  any  church.  He  was  very  kind  hearted  and  generous 
to  the  poor  and  afflicted — never  turning  one  away  hungry.  Perhaps  more 
people  were  looking  to  him  for  aid  than  upon  any  other  one  in  the  city; 
but  most  of  all  he  will  be  sadly  missed  and  deeply  mourned  in  the  home 
circle,  for  he  was  a  most  devoted  husband  and  a  kind  father." 


EDWARD  A.  FOOTE,  Charlotte.    Edward  A.  Foote  is  a  pioneer 

resident  of  L  tton  county.  He  was  born  at  Burlington,  Vermont,  August 
c.  1825.  His  father,  I.nman  Foote,  was  of  Rnp;1ish  descent,  a  native  of 
New  Hampshire,  an  attorney  at  law  and  then  a  minister  of  the  Episcopal 
church;  a  gentleman  of  liberal  and  classical  scholarship  and  a  tutor  of 
Latin.  Edward  A.  received  his  early  instruction  from  his  father  and  was 
therefore  well  advanced  in  a  literary  course  when  the  family  settled  at 
Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  in  1840.  In  Kalamazoo  he  pursued  his  studies  in 
a  branch  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  building  broadly  upon  the  excel- 
lent foundation  laid  by  his  father.  He  possessed  a  taste  for  art  and  dis- 
played considerable  skill  as  a  portrait  painter  about  the  time  of  reaching 
his  majority.  For  the  period  of  eight  years,  beginning  in  1840,  there  was 
an  allottment  of  a  portion  of  his  time  to  the  work  of  painting,  another 
portion  was  allotted  to  Rtudy  and  a  third  to  teaching,  which  afforded  the 
means  to  enable  hirn  to  prosecute  his  studies  and  his  art  work.  In  July, 
1848,  he  settled  in  Charlotte,  where,  for  three  years,  he  pursued  his  art 
work.  In  1 85 1  he  accepted  a  clerkship  in  the  Chicago  distributing  post 
office,  where  he  remained  three  years.  His  antagonism  to  slavery  naturally 
fixed  his  political  status  with  the  elements  which  united  to  form  a  new 
party  based  upon  opposition  to  the  extension  of  that  institution  in  the 
United  States.  The  distinctive  issues  which  had  divided  the  Democratic 
and  Whig  parties  no  longer  existed.    Both  of  these  parties  were  tolerant 
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of  slavery.  Young  Foote  returned  from  Chicago  to  Charlotte  in  1854 
and  assisted  in  organizing  the  Republican  party  in  Eaton  county.  He 
was  active,  earnest  and  conscientious,  in  full  sympathy  with  the  avowed 
purposes  of  the  party  and  continued  his  association  with  it  until  1872, 
when  he  became  a  supporter  of  Horace  Greeley  on  a  platform  of  Liberal 
Republicanism.  In  1855  he  became  associated  with  a  practical  printer, 
Mr.  Mark  H.  Marsh,  in  the  publication  of  a  newspaper,  for  which  he  had 
both  taste  and  talent.  As  editor  he  issued  the  first  number  of  the  Eaton 
county  Rcpub/irnn,  January  6,  1855.  Soon  afterwards  he  became  sole 
proprietor  of  the  paper,  which  he  conducted  with  marked  ability.  He  was 
fearless  in  the  advocacy  of  principles  which  were  approved  by  his  con- 
science and  judgment.  Temperance  found  in  him  a  strong  advocate. 
The  Republican  doctrine  of  opposition  to  the  admission  of  slavery  into 
the  territories  of  the  United  States  found  in  him  a  willing  champion. 
To  this  the  Republican  was  devoted.  For  the  time  and  the  political  con- 
ditions existing,  his  newspaper  exhibi-cd  unusual  independence  in  the  sup- 
port of  men  as  well  as  measures.  After  four  years  he  sold  his  printing 
office  and  his  retirement  from  newspai>er  work  was  a  distinct  loss  to  the 
higher  type  of  journalism  in  the  State.  He  was  elected  Clerk  of  Eaton 
county  and  served  four  years.  While  in  this  office  he  acquired  mucl: 
practical  knowled^.n-  of  the  law  and  the  trial  of  causes,  but  as  yet  had  no 
intention  of  entering  (he  profession.  In  1H61  Governor  Blair  appointed 
him  a  member  of  tiic  board  of  prison  inspectors,  a  position  which  he  held 
for  two  years.  He  was  able  to  work  some  valuable  reforms  in  prison 
mans^ment.  Up  to  that  time  life  convicts  had  been  doomed  to  solitary 
confinement,  which,  in  many  cases,  occasioned  insanity.  The  lar^^e  sym- 
pathy and  humanity  in  his  nature  moved  him  to  secure  for  such  unlortu- 
nates  the  frccl  -r^i  ^he  prison  yard,  as  enjoyed  by  other  convicts.  In 
1862  he  was  a  candidate  on  the  Union  ticket  for  register  of  deeds,  but  was 
defeated  by  Hon.  E.  S.  Laccy.  About  that  time  he  began  to  utilize  his 
knowledge  of  the  law,  and  in  1863  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight.  His  maturity,  business  experience  and  large  acquaintance 
with  men  and  .ifTairs  aided  materially  in  buildinj^  up  his  practice,  wlticli  in 
a  short  time  was  second  to  iu>nc  m  the  county.  One  of  the  most  promi- 
nent judges  in  tlie  State  says  that  Mr.  Foote  had  the  leading  practice  in 
Eaton  county  for  years,  until  a  stroke'  of  paralysis  compelled  his  retire- 
ment from  active  participation  in  the  trial  of  causes.  From  the  same 
source  it  is  learned  that  he  was  exceptionally  careful  in  the  preparation  of 
his  cases  and  unusually  successful  in  the  management  of  them.  He  was 
well  liked  by  the  Bar  and  has  always  been  considered  upright  in  his  deal- 
ings. He  has  thereiore  enjoyed  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  people. 
Among  the  noted  cases  which  he  conducted  was  that  of  the  People  vs. 
Hawkins,  for  murder,  in  which  the  defendant  had  been  convicted  in  the 
first  trial;  but  Mr.  Foote,  believing  him  not  guilty,  secured  a  new  trial. 
After  four  successive  trials  in  which  he  was  pitted  in  the  first  against 
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J.  W.  Nkliol^  and  the  ]nst  three  against  lion.  Frank  A.  Hooker,  now 
one  of  the  jLidgesDf  tlie  Sn])rerne  Cot;rt,  hr  secured  the  acquittal  of  his 
cliciU.  There  was  so  strong  a  dctenniiiaiion  on  the  part  of  the  people  to 
lynch  Hawkins  on  his  first  arrest  that  the  officers  had  to  keep  him  in  the  jails 
of  the  counties  of  Calhoun  and  Jackson  until  his  first  trial.  He  has  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  the  county  agricultural  society,  was  the  second  secretary 
and  served  in  that  capacity  over  four  years.  Ho  has  held  the  office  of 
mayor  of  Charlotte  and  served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  edncatioa  for 
nine  years.  lie  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  public  libnit}'  of  the  city. 
Mr.  Foote  is  termed  the  historian  of  Eaton  county.  He  has  taken  lively 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  pioneer  society.  An  excellent  article  prepared 
by  him  and  read  at  the  Centennial  celebration,  held  in  Charlotte,  July  5, 
1876.  is  publi^ihed  in  Ihe  Michif^an  Pioneer  Collections,  volume  3,  page 
379.  His  description  of  the  aboriginal  settlers,  the  early  settlements  by 
the  whites,  the  first  election  held  in  the  county  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
earliest  courts  are  all  full  of  interest  to  the  reader  of  the  present  day.  In 
that  first  election,  held  at  Bellevue,  in  1835,  there  were  only  four  qualified 
voters  in  the  county.  Mr.  Foote  also  contributed  an  article  on  the  Bar  of 
Katon  county,  whicli  was  published  in  the  history  <>[  Ingham  and  Eaton 
counties.  Ihib  article  contains  much  information  that  is  intcrestinjr, 
especially  regarding  the  early  members  of  the  Bar.  It  contains  sumc 
excellent  pen  sketches  of  the  pioneer  lawyers  and  judges.  Mr.  Foote  has 
been  lately  identified  politically  with  the  prohibition  party.  He  has  been 
married  three  times:  First  to  Eliza  Baldwin,  who  died  in  i860;  second, 
to  Jane  M.  Green,  who  died  in  1872;  and  third,  to  Mrs.  Frances  E.  Har- 
mon, who  survives.  He  iias  five  children  living;  Luman  and  Eliza, 
Julia  and  James;  and  Lena,  who  is  the  daughter  of  his  present  wife;  Mary 
V.  Jeffers  was  buried  December  14,  1891. 


ROBERT  W.  bHRlNER,  late  of  Charlotte.  Robert  Ward  Shriner  was 
bom  in  Woodland  township,  Barry  county,  Michigan,  April  14,  1843. 
His  father  was  a  native  of  New  York,  of  German  descent.  His  great- 
grandfather emigrated  from  Germany  to  America.  His  mother  was  Mary 
Ward,  a  native  of  New  York  and  a  cousin  of  the  late  Eber  H.  Ward,  of 
Detroit.  The  family  was  among  the  earliest  settlers  ot  Barry  county. 
Only  three  other  white  settlers  located  ki  the  county  as  early  as  the  fam- 
ily of  Mr.  Shriner.  The  opening  years  of  the  boyhood  of  Robert  W. 
were  passed  in  the  wilderness,  with  Indian  boys  for  his  playmates.  His 
cradle  was  a  "sugar  trough,"  and  the  first  face  that  impressed  itself  on  his 
memory  wa<;  the  face  of  a  squaw,  the  wife  of  Indian  Chief  Sauby.  There 
were  no  scliools,  either  pub'ic  or  private,  in  the  county,  and  he  had  no 
opportunity  to  attend  school  until  he  was  twelve  years  of  age.  His  edu- 
cation consisted  in  what  he  was  able  to  pick  up  by  his  own  efforts,  with 


2S4 


BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  MICHIGAN. 


no  help  from  tcarhcrs  and  a  very  meager  supply  of  books.  He  read 
whatever  he  tould  get,  and  probably  took  many  lesson<?  from  nature  and 
the  aborigines.  He  grew  up  a  brave,  self-reliant  buy  and  man.  He 
was  scarceljr  eighteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  enlistment  in  the 
Union  army  in  response  to  the  call  of  President  Lincoln  for  volunteers  for 
three  months'  service.  He  was  the  first  in  his  township  to  volunteer. 
He  participated  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run  and  was  struck  by  splinter? 
from  a  tree  shivered  by  a  cannon  ball,  rendered  unconscious  and  carried 
back  toward  Washington  in  an  ambulance  when  the  Unjon  army  re- 
treated. From  January,  1862,  to  June,  1863,  he  served  as  a  member  of 
Berdan's  famous  sharpshooters  and  was  discharged  therefrom  on  account 
of  rheumatism  contracted  in  the  service.  From  a  perch  in  a  tree  on  the 
shore  of  the  bay,  too  far  away  to  be  a  participant,  he  \\  itnes«ed  the  mem- 
orable enp^af^ement  between  the  Monitor  and  the  Merrimar.  He  was  wont 
to  describe  this  battle  to  his  friends  in  the  most  graphic  manner.  He  was 
gifted  in  description  and  could  paint  a  most  realistic  word  picture.  Upon 
recovering  sufficiently  he  re-enlisted  and  was  assigned  to  the  Sixth  Mich- 
igan Cavalry,  serving  until  the  war  closed  and  receiving  an  ho,norable  dis- 
charge, June  20,  1865.  While  in  the  army  he  contracted  the  disease 
which  caused  his  death  thirty  years  later.  After  the  war  he  returned  to 
Woodland,  his  native  place,  where  he  remained  until  1872.  He  then 
resolved  to  prepare  himself  for  the  Bar,  and  removed  to  Charlotte  in  order 
to  secure  the  desired  facilities.  He  had  no  income  but  what  he  received 
as  the  wages  of  labor.  It  was  therefore  in  cessary  for  him  to  earn  contin- 
ually while  prosecuting  his  st  idtes.  With  this  end  in  view  he  engaged 
himself  as  clerk,  successively,  in  tlie  law  offices  of  T.  W.  Nichols.  P.  T. 
Van  Zile  and  E.  A.  Foote.  By  this  employment  he  was  enabled  tiol  only 
to  obtain  the  means  of  support,  but  also  to  become  familiar  with  legal 
forms  while  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  law.  In  the  office  of  Judge 
Van  Zile,  especially,  he  improved  the  excellent  opportunely  afforded  to 
inform  himself  fully  and  a:curatel\-  in  the  laws  relatinj;  fo  probate  matters. 
Upon  his  admission  to  the  Bar  he  became  associated  with  E.  A.  Foote  as  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  Foote  &  Shriner.  Afterwards  he  was  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Huggett  &  Shriner,  and  for  the  last  five  years  of  his  life  he 
was  associated  in  partnership  with  Garry  C.  Fox,  under  the  style  of  Shriner 
&  Fox.  Mr.  Shriner  was  married  November  26,  1868,  to  Miss  Martha  A. 
Fry,  of  Leslie,  who,  with  her  adopted  daup^htcr,  Miss  Mae  Shriner,  survives 
him.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  and  during  his  lik-  was  called  to  hii 
several  offices  of  importance  and  responsibility.  He  was  city  recorder  of 
Charlotte  for  two  terms,  alderman  of  the  third  ward  two  years,  supervisor 
of  Charlotte  one  year,  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  county  four  years,  and 
United  States  Commissioner  for  the  Western  District  of  Michigan  eight 
years.  He  was  industrious,  honest  and  thrifty,  accumulating  property 
siiflficient  in  value  to  afford  a  means  of  sujiport.  He  had  the  capacity  for 
enjoyment  in  life.    He  was  a  cheerful  companion,  leading  the  conversa- 
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tion  with  occasional  sallies  of  wit,  and  always  exhibiting  good  humor. 
He  was  what  the  world  calls  a  self-made  man.  By  hi'^  enerjTy^  ambition 
and  persktencd  iic  was  able  to  make  his  mark,  lifting  himseit  out  of  the 
hard  conditions  of  his  early  boyhood,  and  overcoming  difficulties  before 
which  a  weak  man  would  quail.  He  built  for  himself  a  sterling  character, 
and  was  actuated  by  a  high  sense  of  honor.  He  was  a  man  of  lai^ 
humanity  and  firm  integ^rity,  who  never  «toopeH  to  a  dishonorable  action. 
He  possessed  a  large  f  jnd  01  saving  i  nminoii  sense,  and  cultivated  the  fac- 
ulty which  enabled  him  always  to  sec  the  cheerful  side  of  life.  He  was 
faithful  to  his  friends,  loyal  to  his  clients,  courteous  in  his  intercourse 
with  the  court  or  members  of  the  Bar,  urbane  in  his  treatment  of  wit- 
nes.ses.  He  combined  in  practice  the  traits  and  qualities  which  make  a 
lawyer  «tronif  in  hh  profession.  Best  of  all  he  wa'^  a  nohio  mnn,  a  kind, 
devoted  husband,  true  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  He  died  in  lii^  summer 
cottage  at  Bay  View,  August  15,  1892.  A  memorial  meeting  of  the 
Eaton  county  Bar  was  held  to  take  appropriate  action  on  his  death.  In 
this  meeting  eloquent  tributes  to  his  memory,  full  of  tenderness  and 
abounding  in  expressions  of  endearment,  were  spoken  by  E.  A.  Foote,  I. 
H.  Corbin,  H.  P.  Pennington,  George  Huggett,  Judge  Frank  Honker, 
Judge  Clement  Smith  and  otiiers.  Judge  Smith,  who  was  witri  him  in 
his  last  illness,  referred  to  the  courage  he  displayed  in  the  presence  of 
death.  His  cheerfulness  and  good  humor  never  forsook  him.  He  died  as 
a  brave,  true  man.  His  patriotism  and  love  of  the  flag  as  the  symbol  of 
his  country's  glory  were  almost  pathetic.  He  requested  that  the  flag  be 
hoisted  above  hh  cottage,  and  loved  to  watch  its  moving  shadow  on  the 
ground.  Following  is  the  substance  of  the  resolutions  adopted;  "  Robert 
Ward  Shriner  was  a  man  of  marked  individuality,  wide  popularity  and  un- 
swerving honesty.  He  was  neither  a  technical  nor  a  tricky  lawyer,  but 
was  always  robust  and  open-handed.  Hence  he  always  enjoyed  the  confi- 
dence of  the  public  and  the  respect  of  the  H  ir.  Tn  be  a  man  to  whom 
hone?t5'  is  .1  plr;tsure.  to  whom  kind  words  and  deed?  were  everyday 
affairs;  a  man  whose  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond;  whose  daily  life  was 
without  blot  or  stain ;  one  who  was  foremost  in  right — a  man  to  be  loved 
by  his  friends  and  respected  by  everyone  who  knew  him !  To  be  such  a 
man  was  the  creed  of  Robert  W.  Shriner,  and  such  a  man  he  was.*' 


GARRY  C.  FOX,  Charlotte.  Garty  C.  Fox  was  born  in  Brookfield 
township,  Eaton  county,  Michigan,  May  6,  1854.  He  is  of  English  and 
Puritan  extraction.    His  father,  Martin  Fox,  a  native  of  .New  York,  was 

English  by  descent  and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  His  mother,  Phoebe 
Purdy,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  of  ttaunch  and  sturdy  Puritan  ances- 
try. The  several  brothers  of  his  t.ither  were  ministers  of  the  gospel,  as 
were  all  the  brothers  of  his  grandfather,  while  both  his  father  and  grand- 
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father  were  farmers.  The  boyhood  of  Garry  C.  Fox  was  that  of  the  aver- 
ago  farmer's  boy.  in  its  occupation  and  amu<^rmcnt<; ;  thougli  he  fxcellcd 
the  average  boy  in  apphcation  to  booics  and  ambition  to  improve  his  con- 
dition. He  worked  on  the  farm  during  the  lai^r  portion  of  each  year 
and  attended  the  district  school  during  the  remaining  portion,  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age.  By  that  time  he  was  qualified  to  teach.  Mr.  Fox 
engaged  in  the  work  of  schoolmaster  and  pedagc^e  for  about  six  years, 
beginnin^^  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  was  a  '^ucces'^ful  teaclu  r  and  his 
personal  popularity  made  him  an  eligible  candidate  tor  political  office. 
In  16/ 6  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  and  elected  Clerk  of  Eaton 
county.  He  was  only  twenty-four — ^the  }rounge$t  official  ever  elected  in 
the  county.  In  1880  he  was  re-elected.  The  salary  of  the  office  was  not 
so  much  to  him  as  its  opportunity.  The  facilities  afforded  in  sucli  an 
office  for  an  observant  yonncr  man  to  obtain  a  practical  knowledge  of  pro- 
cedure in  a  court  of  reord,  as  to  forms  of  pleading  and  the  trial  of  causes, 
arc  uacquaicd,  and  he  improved  them  to  the  utmost.  He  did  more  than 
employ  his  faculties  of  observation:  All  of  his  spare  time  was  devoted  to 
a  study  of  the  text  books,  so  that  by  the  close  of  his  second  term  he  Mras 
a  lawyer,  qualified  for  admission  to  the  Bar.  He  was  admitted  October 
16,  1882.  Tn  February  following  he  opened  an  office  in  Charlottt-,  where 
his  large  and  favorable  acquaintance  brought  to  him  without  delay  a 
valuable  clientage.  The  long  and  anxious  waiting  for  business,  so  dis- 
couraging to  many  young  lawyers,  formed  no  part  of  his  experience.  The 
cheerful  sunlight  of  prosperity  illumined  his  office  from  the  time  of  its 
opening.  In  the  summer  of  1884  he  became  associated  in  partnership 
with  Philip  T.  VanZile,  now  of  Detroit,  which  continued  for  two  years. 
In  January,  1886,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  the  Late  Robert  W. 
Shriner,  which  was  terminated  only  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Shriner,  August 
IS,  1892.  Since  that  time  he  has  not  formed  any  business  partnership. 
In  1 89 1  he  was  city  attorney  of  the  city  of  Charlotte.  In  1889  Governor 
Luce  appointed  him  Circuit  Court  Commissioner.  In  the  autumn  next 
following  he  was  elected  to  the  same  office  and  snh'^equently  re-elected. 
He  has  from  the  beginning  engaged  in  a  general  practice,  accepting  em- 
ployment in  all  kinds  of  cases— civil  and  criminal.  Mr.  Fox  has  con- 
ducted some  very  important  cases-in  the  Supreme  Court.  Among  them 
may  be  mentioned  that  of  Hutchinson  vs.  Pinch — 91  Michigan,  p.  i$6. 
The  case  involved  the  question  of  speculative  profits.  It  wa-;  carried  to 
the  Supreme  Court  twice  and  both  times  decided  in  his  tavor,  overruling 
the  case  of  Allis  vs.  McLean — ^8  Michigan,  p.  428;  also  Shepherd  vs. 
Shepherd  Estate,  involving  the  question  of  construing  the  statute  of 
limitations— 65  N.  W.  Report^,  p.  580;  and  Garn  ys.  Lockard,  slander— 
6s  N.  W.  Reports,  p.  764.  Mr.  Fox  is  one  of  those  who  believe  that 
growth  in  knowledge  of  the  law  is  limited  only  by  man's  capacity.  New 
questions  inviting  investifjation  and  study  are  continually  arising,  so  that 
the  realm  of  law  is  boundless  as  the  universe.    He  is  therefore  a  student, 
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who've  Invr  of  the  profession  makes  application  to  books  n  pleasure.  His 
office  is  rqvnppi  d  with  one  ot  the  best  law  libraries  in  Eaton  county.  He 
is  a  Knight  of  Pythias,  enthusiastic  in  the  support  of  the  order;  has  been 
Chancellor  Commander  of  his  lodge.  As  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
he  was  on  the  committee  to  prepare  a  criminal  code  and  revise  the  statute 
laws  of  the  order  in  MicliiL;an.    Hi  is  also  mber  of  the  Grand 

Tribunal  K.  of  P.  for  the  ilomain  of  Michic^an.  He  wa.s  married  Febru- 
ary 24.  1875.  to  Emma  C.  VVhittum,  of  Eaton  Rapids.  They  have  but 
one  tlnld,  a  dauglitcr.  In  politics  Mr.  Fox  is  an  active  Republican,  taking 
an  interest  in  partisan  affairs.  As  a  lawyer  he  looks  well  to  the  r^hts  and 
interests  of  his  clients,  is  careful  and  cautious  in  advising,  and  painstakii^ 
in  the  preparation  of  cases  for  trial.  The  confidence  of  the  community  in 
his  ability  is  evidenced  by  the  large  clientage  which  he  holds. 


CLEMENT  M.  SMITH,  Hastings.  Clement  McDonald  Smith  is  Judge 
of  the  Fifth  Judicial  Circuit  of  Michigan.  He  is  the  son  of  David  W. 
Smith  and  Leonora  McDonald.  His  father  was  of  English  descent  and  a 
native  of  Orleans  county,  New  York.  His  mother,  also  a  native  of  Mew 
York,  was  of  Scotch  descent,  judge  Smith  was  bom  December  4,  1844, 
near  Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana,  and  brought  to  Michigan  in  infancy  by  his 
parents,  who  settled  near  Nashville,  Barry  county,  on  the  farm  on  which 
they  now  live.  Hi-!  early  years  were  spent  at  work  on  the  farm  and  in 
attendance  iijion  the  district  school.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  entered  the 
Acadenii\  at  \'erinontviiIc,  where  he  spent  one  year  in  qualifying  himself 
for  teaching.  From  that  time  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  he 
spent  the  winters  in  teaching  and  the  summers  in  farm  work.  In  1865-66 
he  attended  the  Law  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  In  the  spring  of  1868.  In  early  boylinod  he  had  not 
expected  to  be  a  lawyer.  An  incident  which  transpired  when  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  determined  the  choice  of  a  profession  as  his  life  work. 
He  was  then  a  teacher  in  the  country  schools  and  happened  to  be  the  wit- 
ness of  a  coUbion  between  two  vehicles,  in  one  of  which  be  was  riding 
with  the  owner  upon  the  highway.  The  accident  led  to  litigation.  During 
the  trial  of  the  case  he  was  fascinated  with  the  application  of  law  to  the 
rights  of  the  parties,  and  especially  by  the  arguments  of  the  counsel  before 
the  jury.  From  that  moment  his  decision  to  become  a  lawyer  was 
fixed  and  irrevocable.  His  course  of  study  was  chosen  with  that  end  in 
view.  After  his  admission  to  the  Bar,  he  opened  an  office  for  practice  at 
Nashville  in  the  spring  of  1868.  The  following  winter  he  was  principal  of 
the  first  union  school  organized  in  Nashville  after  its  incorporation.  In  the 
spring  of  1869  he  went  to  Minnesota  and  engaged  for  six  months  in  the 
business  of  soliciting  for  a  lire  insurance  company.  Upon  returning  to 
Barry  county,  in  the  fall,  he  settled  at  Middleville  and  formed  a  law  part- 
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nership  with  Harvcy  Wright,  which  was  continuctl  fi>r  about  six  months. 
He  then  returned  to  Nashville,  where  he  resumed  practice,  which  was  con- 
tinued alone  until  J 876.  In  that  year  he  was  elected  probate  judge  o£ 
Barry  county,  and  removed  to  Hastings  January  i,  1877.  This  office  he 
held  for  eight  years,  and  performed  its  duties  in  a  manner  entirely  satis- 
factory to  the  public.  During  his  term  of  office  he  continued  his  law  prac- 
tice, devoting  such  time  as  he  could  spare  from  official  duties  to  hh  private 
l^al  btrstness.    In  the  fall  of  he  formed  a  partnership  with  I!(m. 

Phillip  T.  Colgrove,  which  was  continued  until  Judge  Smith  was  called  to 
the  Bench.  The  firm  of  Smith  &  Co^ve  had  the  largcbL  practice  in  the 
county,  and  was  connected  as  counsel  with  many  of  the  most  important 
cases.  The  practice  was  both  civil  and  criminal.  Among  the  cases  of 
greatest  local  interest  and  importance  may  be  mentioned  The  People  \ 
Carpenter,  charged  with  murder:  People  vs.  Carreth,  charged  with  wife 
poisoning,  in  both  of  which  Mr.  bmith.was  attorney  for  the  defendant; 
also  People  vs.  McKay,  in  which  he  assisted  the  prosecuting  attorney.  He 
was  counsel  for  defendant  in  the  celebrated  case  of  People  vs.  Strong,  and 
secured  the  acquittal  of  his  client.  Among  the  most  notable  civil  cases 
were  Baldwin  vs.  City  of  Hastings,  in  which  the  right  of  a  city  to  tax  the 
farmers  for  a  system  of  water  works  in  the  corporation  was  involved. 
Another  case  was  Mudge  vs.  Board  ol  Education,  to  determine  the  right 
of  women  to  vote  at  school  elections  in  the  city,  in  which  he  was  employed 
as  counsel  for  plaintiff.  This  case  was  carried  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
led  to  legislation  securing  to  women  the  right  to  vote  at  school  elections. 
In  1890  he  was  appointed  prosecuting  attorney  to  fill  a  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  C.  H.  Van  Annan.  January  3.  iSo:^,  he  was  appointed 
by  Governor  Rich  Judge  ot  the  tiith  Judicial  Circuit,  This  was  the  first 
appointment  made  by  the  Governor.  At  the  election  following  he  was 
elected  for  the  unexpired  portion  of  the  term  and  also  for  the  full  term, 
which  expires  December  31,  1899.  Among  the  important  cases  tried 
before  him  as  judge  are  the  Butcher  murder  case,  from  Eaton  co-mty;  the 
Teft  murder  case,  from  Barry  county;  the  conspiracy  case  of  People  vs. 
Ro^ien  ct  al.,  Eaton  county;  People  vs.  Scott,  manslaughter,  a  case  grow- 
ing out  of  the  wreck  on  the  Grand  Trunk  railroad  at  Battle  Creek  in  1893, 
The  following  estimate  is  from  a  prominent  member  of  the  Bar  of  Eaton 
county : 

"Judge  Smith  has  much  ability  as  a  jurist  and  is  speedily  distinguish* 

ing  himself  for  readiness  in  j^r  ispirtfT  and  mastering  principles.  He  is 
extremely  courteous  and  kind  to  members  of  the  Bar.  No  attorney  has 
ever  been  heard  to  complain  of  not  being  allowed  to  state  his  case  fully 
and  fairly  and  try  it  upon  his  own  theory.  His  great  strength  is  seen  in 
his  quick  decisions,  when  once  satisfied  of  the  right.  Many  a  harsh  rule 
of  law  is  set  aside  in  behalf  of  justice  and  conscience  in  his  Chancery 
Court .  H  c  is  apparently  the  most  interested  person  in  the  cases  tried  before 
hi>n.  Hi.  circuit  is  the  largest  in  the  Strife,  consuming  his  entire  time  on 
the  Bench;  but  the  facility  with  which  he  tries  cases  enables  him  to  keep 
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well  up  with  the  business  of  the  docket,  although  the  amount  of  litigation 
brought  before  hhn  is  very  large.  He  has  already  taken  front  rank  as  -a 
jurist  in  the  State.  Some  of  the  most  noted  criminal  cases  tried  in  recent 
years  have  been  in  his  cmrt.  A  part  of  his  circuit  is  under  local  option 
law,  which  ha<^  been  fruitful  of  much  litigation.  He  a  firm  adherent  of 
the  theory  that  all  laws  sltould  be  impartially  enforced  as  enacted,  and  he 
never  allows  his  personal  opinion  or  feeling  to  manifest  itself  in  the  dis- 
position of  cn^e^,  except  that  hi  ;  rulinps  arc  all  'i.  rnpcred  with  humanity 
and  sympathy  for  unfortunate  people.  The  good  advice  and  words  of 
encouragement  given  to  such  as  are  convicted  would,  if  followed,  lead  to 
reformation  and  good  citizenship.  Judge  Smith  is  held  in  high  esteem  by 
the  members  of  the  Bar,  and  is  well  spoken  of  throughout  the  State. 
Being  yet  a  comparatively  young  man,  his  future  must  be  as  bright  as  his 
course  on  the  Bench  is  upright  and  just." 

He  has  for  many  years  been  a  Mason,  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and 
Chapter  at  Hastings,  and  the  Commandery  at  Charlotte.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Uniformed  Rank  of  tliat  Order. 
He  was  married  May  17,  1871,  to  Miss  Frances  M.  Wheeler,  daughter  of 
Milo  T.  Wheeler,  who  was  treasurer  of  Barry  county.  Their  family  con- 
sists of  two  sons  and  a  daughter.  The  elder  son,  Shirley  W.,  is  a  student 
in  the  Literary  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  class  of  '97; 
the  daughter,  Gertrude  J..  i<i  a  stuHont  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  and 
the  younger  son,  Donald  D.,  is  in  school  at  home. 


TALCOTT  C.  CARPENTER,  Sturgis.  Mr.  Carpenter  is  one  of  the 
oldest  members  of  the  St.  Joseph  county  Bar.  His  connection  v.  ith  it 
dates  from  tlie  hrst  year  of  tlie  Civil  War.  He  was  born  on  his  father's 
farm  in  the  township  of  Meredith,  Delaware  county,  New  York,  Februaty 
I9>  1835.  His  parents  were  Younglove  C.  and  Rhoda  (Sabin)  Carpenter, 
both  children  of  New  England.  His  father  came  from  Connecticut  and 
his  mother  from  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Carpenter  is  of  English  descent  by 
both  lines  of  ancestry,  hi^  father's  great-grandfather  having  come  over  to 
America  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  locating  in  the 
northern  part  of  Connecticut.  His  gnmdfather,  Elijah  Carpenter,  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier  of  approved  skill  and  daring.  His  father,  who  was 
bom  in  1792,  served  for  a  short  time  in  the  American  army  in  the  closing 
year  of  the  War  of  18 12.  His  mother  received  in  after  years  a  land  war- 
rant for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  recoj^nition  of  this  military  service. 
Her  family  were  of  English  origin,  and  made  their  appearance  in  New 
England  in  early  colonial  times.  She  was  bom  in  1801,  and  died  in  Sturgis, 
Michigan,  December  29,  1863.  Younglove  C.  Carpenter  came  to  Michigan 
with  his  family  in  1837,  and  established  himself  in  the  township  of  Mendon, 
St.  Joseph  county,  on  a  farm  where  he  lived  until  the  day  of  his  death  in 
1851.  Talcott  C.irpenler'';  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  district 
schools  of  Mendon,  and  in  CenterviUe,  the  county  seat.  He  attended  the 
»9 
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Normal  School  at  Ypstlanti  for  one  year.  He  was  a  student  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michit^an  during  the  years  1854  and  1856.  He  was  a  close 
student  and  made  the  most  of  hh  opportunities  for  school  because  he  knew 
what  it  cost.  Even  while  he  was  in  the  district  school,  he  managed  to  pay 
his  own  way  by  working  on  the  farm  during  the  summer.  While  he  was 
in  the  University  he  joined  a  surveying  party,  engaged  in  the  survey  and 
construction  of  the  Mississippi  and  Wabash  Railroad.  When  that  work 
was  temporarily  suspended  on  account  of  unfriendly  litigation,  he  wrote  to 
Dr.  Tappan,  who  was  at  thai  time  president  of  the  University  of  Miciiigan, 
who  sent  him  a  t  uli  endorsement  of  his  fitness  for  teaching.  On  the  strength 
of  this,  he  was  given  a  school  in  Cuba,  Illinois,  which  he  taught  with  much 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  community  for  three  years.  He 
then  came  back  to  Ann  Arbor,  and  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the 
University  in  i860,  and  remained  until  the  summer  of  1861.  His  next 
move  was  to  enter  the  hv.v  office  of  Henrj^  F.  Severens,  of  Three  Rivers, 
now  United  States  District  Judge  for  the  Western  District  of  Michigan. 
The  same  year  he  came  to  Sturgis,  and  entered  the  office  of  the  late  Gen. 
William  L.  Stoughton,  then  a  prominent  lawyer  of  St.  Joseph  county,  and 
United  States  District  Attorney  for  the  State  of  Michigan.  Mr.  Carpenter 
had  already  been  admitted  to  the  St.  Joseph  Bar,  and  when  General 
Stoughton  entered  the  Union  army,  was  able  to  take  charge  of  his  extensive 
practice  and  business.  This  he  did,  and  continued  to  attend  to  its  man- 
agement, until  General  Stoughton  returned  from  the  front  in  1864.  He 
continued  in  partnership  with  the  General  until  1866,  when  that  distin- 
guished veteran  of  the  Union  service  was  elected  Attorney  General  of  the 
State.  The  partnership,  so  complimentary  to  the  young  man,  was  then 
dissrilved,  and  Mr.  Cnrp;>nter  has  since  practi'^ed  alone,  preferrin;:^ to  do  his 
own  business  and  carry  uu  his  work  in  iiis  own  way.  He  was  ekcted 
prosecuting  attorney  of  St.  Joseph  county  in  1868,  and  re-elected  in  1S70. 
He  was  elected  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  in  1862,  and  held  that  ofHce 
up  to  1868.  For  several  years  he  has  occupied  a  position  on  the  city 
school  board.  Mr.  Carpenter  has  dcvot.  d  hirn<;elf  almost  entirely  to  the 
practice  of  law,  and  strictly  .ullirre^  to  ilu-  idea  that  the  law  offers  a  field 
large  enough  for  all  the  energies  that  any  man  can  possibly  command.  His 
practice  has  been  extensive  and  has  included  some  very  important  cases  in 
county  and  State  Courts,  as  well  as  in  the  United  States  Court,  to  which 
he  was  admitted  soon  after  he  began  practice  in  the  lower  courts.  He  is  a 
Mason  of  hi^h  def^ree,  havinc:  ?;one  as  far  as  the  Knight  Templar.  He  is 
a  member  of  tiie  order  of  Ktiij^hts  of  l*vihia<;,  and  i«  mucli  rt:<^'ari.ied  in 
these  fraternal  societies.  He  is  a  Republican,  but  has  never  taken  an  active 
part  in  politics.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  was  married 
at  Cuba,  Illinois,  in  1863,  to  Miss  Helen  M.  Whitney,  daughter  of  Nathan 
B.  and  Esther  M.  Whitney,  both  natives  of  the  old  Bay  State,  but  at  the 
time  and  for  some  years  previously,  residents  of  that  city.  Mr.  Carpenter's 
acquaintance  with  his  wife  began  under  somewhat  romantic  circumstances, 
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she  being  a  pupil  in  his  school  while  he  was  serving  as  a  teacher  in  that 
city.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children.  The  oldest  of  these,  John 
H.,  is  now  agent  for  the  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Co.,  n?  I.aF'orte, 
Indiana.  A  daughter,  Ella  L.,  is  the  wife  of  W.  F.  Downs,  Editor  ot  the 
Times,  at  Connersville,  Indiana,  and  another  daughter,  Carrie  L.,  is  the 
wife  of  L.  E.  Weatherwax,  Sturgis,  Michigan. 


PHILIP  T.  rtJLGRUVE,  Hastings.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a 
living  illustidtion  of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  improving  the  idle 
moments  of  early  life.  At  an  age  when  most  boys  are  only  beginning  to 
think  of  their  future  career,  Philip  T.  Colgrove  had  completed  his  prepar- 
atory work  and  was  ready  to  begin  the  active  work  of  carrying  out  his  pur- 
pose. He  accomplished  this  by  improvinc:  the  passing  moments  and 
throwing  his  whole  energy  into  the  work  betore  him,  whether  it  was  solv- 
ing a  mathematical  proposition  or  studying  Blackstone.  The  man  who  is 
prepared  to  take  up  the  active  work  of  life  at  twenty-one  gains  nine  years 
on  the  man  who  is  only  ready  at  thirty.  The  start  in  life,  wli  r<  other 
things  are  evenly  balanced,  often  determines  the  winner.  Mr.  Col^ffove 
was  born  at  Winchester,  Indiana,  April  17,  1H57.  Hr  h  ul  the  advantage  of 
good  schools  from  the  start  and  he  improved  every  opportunity.  He  read 
law  at  the  same  time  he  was  studying  his  school  books,  and  on  his  twenty- 
first  birthday  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michi- 
gan. Shortly  afterwards  he  began  the  practice  of  law  at  Reed  City, 
Michigan,  but  did  not  remain  there  long.  In  tS8o  he  removed  to  Hast- 
ings ani!  entered  into  partnership  with  Clement  M.  Smith,  now  Circuit 
Judge.  Three  years  later  he  wa.s  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Barry 
county  and  was  re-elected  in  i88s  and  1887.  The  next  year  he  was  chosen 
to  represent  the  district  in  the  Sute  Senate  and  served  one  term.  He  was 
a  wide-awake  member  of  the  Senate,  took  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings 
and  looked  closely  after  tin  interest?  of  his  constituents.  Durin*^  the  ses- 
sion of  1880,  he  \^■lv^  a  uu:rribLT  of  tlic  judiciary  committee  and  chairman 
of  tlic  committee  on  insurance.  He  was  re-nominated  for  the  Senate  in 
1890,  but  refused  to  run.  He  served  as  city  attorney  of  Hastings  several 
terms.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  jand  takes  a  lively  interest  in  promot- 
ing party  success  where  he  can  without  sacrificing  the  interests  of  his 
clients.  He  has  filled  the  office  of  president  of  the  State  League  of  Repub- 
lican Clubs.  In  fraternity  circle?  he  has  attained  a  high  degree  of  influence. 
He  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  local  lodge  of 
Knights  of  Pythias  since  1 882 .  In  1 883  he  served  as  Chancellor  Commander. 
His  first  appearance  in  the  Grand  Lodge  was  in  1886,  at  which  time  he  was 
elected  Grand  Master-at-arms  and  the  following  year  he  was  elected  Grand 
Chancellor.  In  1 889  he  was  elected  Supreme  R  epresentative  and  re-elected 
in  1893.    In  1894  he  was  elected  Supreme  Vice  Chancellor  and  has 
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served  on  most  of  the  important  committees  of  the  order  since  his  connec> 
tion  with  it.    At  the  session  of  the  Supreme  Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  held  at 

Cleveland,  Au'^ij^t  26,  TH96,  he  was  elected  Supreme  Chancellor  of  the 
Supreme  Lodge  of  KniL^lits  of  Pythias  of  the  World,  an  honor  that  can 
come  to  but  few  men  in  tiic  United  States.  Mr.  Colgrovc  has  a  large 
practice,  which  commands  his  earnest  attention;  he  is  held  in  h^h  esteem 
by  his  colleagues  in  the  profession  as  well  as  the  general  public. 


WILLIAM  BREWSTER  WILLIAMS  has  practised  law  in  Alicgan  more 
than  forty  years.  He  is  descended  from  the  Puritans  on  his  father's  side 
and  through  his  mother  is  of  Welsh  extraction.  His  ancestors,  who  were 
early  settlers  in  Connecticut,  removed  thence  to  Stockbridge,  Massachu- 
setts, in  1775,  about  the  thnc  of  the  opening  of  the  Revolution,  and 
lived  there  until  1822.  Erastus  Williams  then  removed  tn  Monroe  counry. 
New  York,  where  he  engaged  hi  farming  until  his  death  in  i  £^34.  William 
Brewster  is  the  son  of  Erastus  Williams  and  Elizabeth  Lumley.  He  was 
bom  July  28,  1826,  at  Fittsford,  Monroe  county,  New  York,  and  passed 
his  boyhood  on  the  farm  and  in  the  common  schools,  until  his  advance- 
ment was  sufficient  to  enable  hirn  to  teach.  His  education  included  an 
academic  coui^,  upon  the  completion  o£  which  he  spent  a  few  years  in 
teaching.  The  work  and  the  promise  of  that  profession  neither  satisfied 
his  taste  nor  gratified  hb  ambition.  His  inclination  was  toward  the  law, 
for  which  he  had  the  genius  and  the  talent.  Leaving  the  school  room  he 
took  up  a  course  of  reading  in  the  office  of  Truman  Hastings  at  Rochester, 
New  York,  and  soon  afterwards  entered  the  law  school  at  Ballston  Spa, 
from  whicii  be  was  graduated  in  1851.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
Rochester  the  same  year  and  to  a  partnership  in  the  firm  with  which  he 
had  been  a  student  at  law,  remaining  a  member  of  the  firm  about  three 
years.  In  185$  he  removed  to  Allegan,  Michigan,  established  his  home 
and  bej^^an  the  work  of  building  up  a  law  practice.  His  first  partnership 
was  witli  (lilbcrt  Moyers,  lasting  from  tRc;;  to  1861.  Subsequently  he 
was  associated  with  Gen.  B.  D.  Prichard,  Judges  Arnold  and  Padgiiam, 
having  branch  offices  at  Grand  Rapids  and  Kalamazoo  during  a  portion  of 
the  time.  Possessing  a  legal  inind  of  remarkable  grasp  and  vigor  and 
entertaining  exalted  views  of  the  law  as  a  profession,  Mr.  Williams  was 
not  long  in  establishing^  a  reptitation  as  broad  as  the  State.  The  practice 
has  always  been  confjcnial  tn  liiiu  ami  in  it  tlif  full  measure  of  his  ambition 
would  have  beer,  reaehed.  And  yet  few  men  in  Michigan  have  devoted 
more  years  to  the  public  service  and  none  has  filled  a  wider  range  of  posi- 
tions or  served  with  more  honorable  distinction.  It  is  alike  complimentary 
to  his  ability  and  bis  professional  worth  that  he  has  rarely  been  defeated 
as  a  candidate  for  judicial  or  political  oflfice.  Almost  as  soon  as  he  had 
acquired  a  residence  in*the  State  he  was  (in  1856)  elected  jud^  of  pro- 
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earn  in  addition  to  his  board.  He  then  attended  the  district  school  at 
Farniin<T[f on  for  eiglit  months  and  afterwards  the  andemy  at  Macedon  for 
two  terms  of  three  months  each.  This  was  the  extent  of  his  attendance 
at  school  and  the  limit  of  his  opportunity  for  instruction  under  a  teacher, 
during  his  minority;  but  his  education  is  measured  by  a  different  standard. 
The  larger  part  of  It  was  obtained  after  he  left  the  school  room  as  a  pupil 
—  -in  the  self-culture  of  reading  and  study;  in  the  practical  application  as 
teacher  of  the  knowledc^e  already  acquired.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  the 
fall  of  1858,  located  at  Blissiield  and  taught  a  winter  term  of  school  v,  liich 
continued  •four  months.  In  the  spring  of  1S59  he  went  to  St.  Joseph 
county,  where  he  attended  the  public  high  school  at  Centreville  for  six 
months.  By  this  tinie  he  was  amply  qualified  for  teaching  and  during  the 
next  two  years  he  taught  hi  the  district  school  at  T?t:rr  O  il:.  Sfptcmber 
I,  1861,  he  wa*^  employed  in  the  Cctitrcvillc  union  school,  wlicrc  he 
remained  eight  years,  the  last  four  of  which  in  the  relation  of  principal. 
All  this  was  preliminary  and  preparatory  to  his  life  work.  His  purpose  to 
enter  the  profession  of  law  had  been  formed  long  before  and  he  spent  the 
hours  out  of  school  in  reading  and  study  of  the  text  books  of  law.  He 
was  in  this  way  enabled  to  qualify  himself  for  admission  to  the  Ba'.  while 
earning  a  salary  as  teacher.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  June  term 
of  St.  Joseph  county  Circuit  Court,  1868.  In  1S69  lie  located  at  I'lainwell, 
Allegan  county,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  Silas  Stafford,  which  lasted 
four  years.  In  the  spring  of  1873  settled  in  Allegan,  where  he  became 
the  partner  of  the  late  Judge  A I  ;i  oil!,  succeeding  to  the  place  in  the  firm 
of  Arnold  &  Stone  made  varai  i  t>y  the  retirement  of  ]o\m  \V.  Stone. 
This  relation  continued  until  the  appointment  of  Judge  Arnold  to  the  Cir- 
cuit Bench,  in  the  fall  of  1875.  For  the  next  year  he  practised  alone  and 
then  formed  a  partnership  with  his  nephew,  John  H.  Padgham,  which  was 
maintained  thirteen  years,  or  until  the  fall  of  1889.  Subsequently  he  was 
associated  for  some  time  withC.  M.  Humphrey,  now  a  resident  of  Ironwood. 
In  1893  he  was  elected  Jndcfc  of  the  Twentieth  Judicial  Circuit  to  fill  a 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Judge  Arnold,  his  former  partner.  In 
the  spring  of  1894  Judge  Padgham  was  elected  for  the  full  term  of  six 
years.  He  presides  over  a  large  circuit,  in  part  of  which  the  liquor  traffic 
is  restrained  by  the  operation  of  the  local  option  law.  Out  of  this  condi- 
tion much  litigation  has  grown.  In  all  the  cases  brought  before  him  under 
the  local  option  law,  and  subsequently  carried  to  the  Supreme  Court,  his 
rulings  have  been  sustained.  He  is  fair-minded,  diligent  in  research, 
thoroughly  informed  and  actuated  by  honest  motives  under  all  circum- 
stances. Hence  his  decisions  are  uniformly  reached  by  intelligent,  logical 
reasoning,  and  are  usually  right.  A  leading  member  of  the  Bar  of  the 
circuit  says: 

"Judge  I'adj^'ham  is  rnnsidercd  one  of  the  best  lawyers  in  Mik;ii;^^in. 
During  his  practice,  from  the  time  he  formed  a  partnership  witii  Judge 
Arnold,  he  was  engaged  in  most  of  the  important  cases  of  the  county.  He 
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is  a  good  all  round  lawyer,  equally  in  criminal,  civil  and  chancery  suits. 
As  a  judge  it  is  said  of  him  he  has  no  superior  in  the  State  in  the  manage- 
ment and  trial  of  cases.    He  is  cool,  calm  and  decided;  dignified  on  the 

Bench  and  vcn'  courteous  to  the  Bar.  He  is  a  friend  to  the  young  attorney, 
helping  him  over  tiie  rough  places.  He  is  quick  ia  his  rulings  and  decisions, 
and  ever  ready  with  the  application  of  the  law  to  the  case  in  hand.  As  a 
citizen  he  is  esteemed  by  all.  He  always  maintains  his  equilibrium,  has  a 
genial,  happy  di^-jiosition  and  h  ncvrr  angry." 

liidi^r  I'adgham  is  a  Republican,  accustomed  to  take  an  active  part  in 
political  campaigns  until  his  election  to  the  Bench.  He  has  held  several 
positions  and  performed  the  duties  appertaining  to  them  with  ability  and 
integrity.  He  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  in  1876  and  re-elected 
twice,  serving  altogether  six  years.  He  also  served  as  president  of  the 
village,  and  n*'  delej^ate  to  State  conventions  on  several  occasions.  He  IS 
a  charter  mc;nl)fr  of  the  Knigiits  of  Ilonnrand  a  member  ol  Hermione 
Lodge,  Knights  of  i^yihias.  He  was  married  June  9,  1861,  to  Miss  Eliza 
C.  Landon,  of  Stui^is.  They  have  no  children.  While  in  the  practice  of 
law  he  was  connected  with  some  noteworthy  cases.  Among  the  number 
may  be  mentioned  the  Sessions  murder  case,  in  which  be  appeared  for  the 
defendant,  whose  acquittal  he  secured.  The  case  as  determined  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  is  citcU  in  58  Michigan,  594.  Among  the  important  civil 
cases  were  Huntley  vs.  G.  R.  &  I.  Railway  Company,  reported  in  38 
Michigan.  In  this  case  he  was  attorney  for  the  plaintiff  in  an  action  for 
damages  on  account  of  injury,  and  won  a  verdict  for  his  client  in  the 
second  trial.  In  the  case  of  Peterson  vs.  the  Chicago  &  West  Michigan 
Railway,  reported  in  69  Michigan,  page  62 1,  he  was  attorney  for  the 
plamtiti  and  secured  a  favorable  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  sustaining 
his  view  of  the  law.  It  involved  the  rights  of  citizens  at  railway  crossings 
and  the  question  of  damages.  He  was  usually  very  successful  in  his 
practice  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State.  Judge  Padgham  is  a 
communicant  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  for  many  years  has  been  a 
member  of  the  vestry  of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  at  Allegan. 


GEORGE  HUGGETT,  Charlotte.  George  Huggett  is  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Hugf^ctt  Smith.  He  is  of  Knglish  descent  and  both 
parents  were  natives  ol  Enf^land.  His  father  was  Thomas  Hug<^ett  and 
his  mother,  Mary  VVickam.  The  ancestry  of  both  as  far  as  the  genealogy 
has  been  traced  was  English.  He  was  bom  at  Pittsford,  New  York, 
June  27,  1842,  and  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents  in  1854.  They 
settled  in  Calhoun  county  and  engaged  in  farming,  which  had  been  his 
father's  occupation  in  the  east.  His  e.^rly  cdtication  was  obtained  in  the 
district  schools,  which  he  attended  in  winter.  The  icmainins;  portion  of 
the  time  was  spent  at  work  on  the  farm.  He  prepared  himself  to  icacli 
and  took  charge  of  the  school  before  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  It 
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earn  in  addition  to  his  board.  He  flu  n  nttrndcd  the  di=;trict  school  at 
Farmington  for  eight  months  and  afli.  rwards  the  academy  at  Macedon  (or 
two  terms  of  three  months  each.  This  was  the  extent  of  his  attendance 
at  school  and  the  limit  of  his  opportunity  for  instruction  under  a  teacher, 
during  his  minority ;  but  his  education  is  measured  by  a  different  standard. 
The  larger  part  of  it  was  obtained  after  he  left  the  school  room  as  a  pupil 
— ^in  the  self-ctdt lire  of  readinfr  r>nd  study;  in  the  practical  application  as 
teacher  of  ihv  know'ediT,  already  acquired.  He  came  to  Michigttn  in  tin: 
fall  ui  iH5H,  located  at  Blisstield  and  Lauglit  a  winter  term  of  school  uliich 
continued  four  months.  In  the  spring  of  1859  ^*  went  to  St*  Joseph 
county,  where  he  attended  the  public  high  school  at  Centreville  for  six 
months.  By  this  time  he  was  i  1  qualified  for  teaching  and  during  the 
next  two  years  he  taught  in  the  district  school  at  Burr  Oak.  September 
I,  l86t,  he  was  employed  in  the  Centrcvill;:  union  school,  wliorc  he 
remained  eight  years,  the  last  four  of  which  in  tne  relation  ol  principal. 
All  this  was  preliminary  and  preparatory  to  his  life  work.  His  purpose  to 
enter  the  profession  of  law  had  been  formed  long  before  and  he  spent  the 
hours  out  of  school  in  reading  and  .study  of  the  text  books  of  law.  He 
wa?  in  thi.'?  way  enabled  to  qt'.alifv  himsolf  for  admis.sion  to  the  Bar,  while 
earning  a  salary  as  teaclier.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  June  term 
of  St.  Joseph  county  Circuit  Court,  1868.  In  1869  he  located  at  Plainwell, 
Allegan  county,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  Silas  Stafford,  which  lasted 
four  years.  In  the  spring  of  1873  he  settled  in  Allegan,  where  he  became 
the  partner  of  the  late  Judge  Arnold,  succeeding  to  the  :>1uc  in  the  firm 
of  Arnold  &  Stone  made  vacant  by  the  rctircm'tnt  of  John  W.  Stone. 
This  relation  continued  until  the  appointment  of  Judge  Arnold  to  the  Cir- 
cuit Bench,  in  the  fall  of  1875.  For  the  next  year  he  practised  alone  and 
then  formed  a  partnership  with  his  nephew,  John  H.  Padgham,  which  was 
maintained  thirteen  years,  or  until  the  fall  of  1889.  Subsequently  he  was 
associated  for  some  time  with  C.  M.  Humphrey,  now  a  resident  of  Ironwood. 
In  1893  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Twentieth  Judicial  Circuit  to  fill  a 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Judge  Arnold,  his  former  partner.  In 
the  spring  of  1894  Judge  Padgham  was  elected  for  the  full  term  of  six 
years.  He  presides  over  a  large  circuit,  in  part  of  which  the  Hquor  traffic 
is  restrained  by  the  operation  of  the  local  option  law.  Out  of  this  condi- 
tion much  litigation  has  grown.  In  all  the  cases  brought,  betrire  liini  under 
the  local  option  law,  and  subsequently  carried  to  the  Supreme  Court,  his 
rulings  have  been  sustained.  He  is  fair-minded,  diligent  in  research, 
thoroughly  informed  and  actuated  by  honest  motives  under  all  circum- 
stances. Hence  his  decisions  are  uniformly  reached  by  intelligent,  logical 
reasoning,  and  are  usually  right.  A  leading  member  of  the  Bar  of  the 
circuit  says : 

"Judge  l'af?tdiam  is  considered  one  of  the  best  lawyers  in  Michigan. 
During  his  practice,  from  tlie  time  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Judge 
Arnold,  he  was  engaged  in  most  of  the  important  cases  of  the  county.  He 
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is  a  good  all  round  Ia\\-\'er,  equally  in  criminal,  civil  and  chancery  <^uits. 
As  a  judge  it  is  said  of  him  he  has  no  superior  in  the  State  in  tlic  manage- 
ment and  trial  of  cases.  He  is  cool,  calm  and  decided ;  dignified  on  the 
Bench  and  very  courteous  to  the  Bar.  He  is  a  friend  to  the  young  attorney, 
helping  him  over  the  rouf^h  place?.  He  is  quick  in  his  rulings  and  decisions, 
and  ever  ready  with  the  application  ol  tlie  law  to  the  case  in  liand.  As  a 
citizen  he  is  esteemed  by  all.  He  always  maintains  his  equilibrium,  has  a 
genial,  happy  disposition  and  is  never  angry." 

Jud^t  PadL^hain  is  a  Republican,  accustomed  to  take  an  active  part  in 
political  campaigns  imiil  his  election  to  the  Bench.  He  has  held  several 
positions  and  pcriormcd  the  Jatics  appertaining  to  Llicia  with  ability  and 
integrity.  He  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  in  1876  and  re-elected 
twice,  serving  altogether  six  years.  He  also  served  as  president  of  the 
village,  and  as  delegate  to  State  conventions  on  several  occasions.  He  is 
a  charter  member  of  \]\c.  Knights  of  Honor  and  a  member  of  Hermione 
Lodge,  Knights  of  i'ythias.  He  was  married  June  9,  1 861.  to  Miss  Ehza 
C.  Landon,  of  Sturgts.  Tliey  have  no  children.  While  in  the  practice  of 
law  he  was  connected  with  some  noteworthy  cases.  Among  the  number 
may  be  mentioned  the  Sessions  murder  case,  in  which  he  appeared  for  the 
defendant,  whose  acquittal  he  secured.  The  case  as  determined  by  the 
Supreme  Courf,  is  cited  in  58  Michigan,  594.  Amon;^  the  important  civil 
cases  were  Huntley  vs.  G.  R.  &  I.  Railway  CotTi:i  ui\ ,  rrprn  ted  in  38 
Michigan.  In  this  case  he  was  attorney  for  the  plaintiff  in  an  action  for 
damages  on  account  of  injury,  and  won  a  verdict  for  his  client  in  the 
second  trial.  In  the  case  of  Peterson  vs.  the  Chicago  &  West  Michigan 
Railway,  reported  in  69  "Mlcliigan,  page  621,  he  was  attorney  for  the 
plaintiff  and  .secured  a  favorable  decision  of  the  Supreme  Conrf,  cnstaining 
his  view  of  the  law.  It  involved  the  riglii':  of  citizens  at  railway  cr<;ssings 
and  the  question  of  damages.  He  was  usually  very  successful  in  his 
practice  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State.  Judge  Padgham  is  a 
communicant  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  for  many  years  has  been  a 
member  of  the  vestry  of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  at  Allegan. 


GEORGE  HUGGETT,  Charlotte.  George  Hu^ett  is  the  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Huggett  &  Smith.  He  is  of  English  descent  and  both 
parents  were  natives  of  England.    His  father  was  Thomas  Huggett  and 

his  mothi  r,  Mary  Wickam.  The  ancestry  of  both  as  far  as  the  genealogy 
ha?  been  traced  was  English.  1  fe  was  born  at  Pittsford,  New  York, 
June  27,  1842,  and  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents  in  1854.  They 
settled  in  Calhoun  county  and  engaged  in  farming,  which  had  been  his 
father's  occupation  in  the  east.  His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the 
district  schools,  which  he  attended  in  winter.  The  rcmainin^^^y  portion  of 
the  time  was  spent  at  work  on  the  farm.  He  prepared  himself  to  teach 
and  took  charge  of  the  school  before  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age.  It 
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may  trul>'  hr  snld  that  he  was  sclf-crfi;catcd,  the  practical  knowledge  of 
the  common  sLhrici  tiraiiche*;  acqnircd  in  tt  acbinL^  was  more  valuable  than 
the  knowledge  gained  by  attendance  as  a  pupil  in  tlie  schools.  He  taught 
before  and  after  the  war.  During  the  last  year  of  the  Civil  War  he 
enlisted  as  a  recruit  in  the  first  Michigan  Cavaliy  and  went  to  the  front ; 
but  the  only  active  service  in  which  he  was  engaged  was  on  the  Western 
frontier  in  the  campaign  afrain^it  the  Indians.  Having  formed  the  purpose 
to  study  law  he  entered  the  ohlce  of  Martin  S.  Brackett.  at  Belleviie.  in 
the  fall  of  1867.  After  spcndhlg  three  years  in  reading  and  study  he 
passed  the  examination  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1870.  He  located 
at  Bellevue  for  practice  and  formed  a  partnership  with  his  preceptor, 
Martin  S.  Brackett.  This  association  continued  for  seven  years,  when 
Mr.  Huggett  removed  from  Bellevue  to  Char-  >ttc,  where  he  has  lived  con- 
tinuously to  the  present  time.  He  has  engaged  in  general  practice,  taking 
both  civil  and  criminal  business.  He  is,  politically,  a  Republican  and  has 
held  several  offices  of  considerable  responsibility.  In  1876  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Bellevue.  In  1875  he  was  a  member  of 
the  State  Legislature.  In  1876  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of 
Eaton  county  and  re-elected  in  1878,  serving  four  years.  It  was  during 
his  incumbency  of  this  office  that  he  removed  his  famtly  to  Charlotte.  In 
1879  he  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Robert  W.  Shriner,  which  was 
maintained  for  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  became  associated 
with  his  present  partner,  Mr.  Smith.  He  was  elected  Mayor  of  Charlotte 
in  1886  and  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  with  the  utmost  fidelity. 
He  has  for  some  time  hrcn  a  mf  mher  of  the  school  board  of  the  city  of 
Charlotte.  Although  liis  own  opportuinties  o£  acquiring  classical  knowl- 
edge were  exceedingly  limited  he  has  always  been  the  friend  of  education. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  a  Knight 
Templar.  Mr.  Huggett  was  married  November  22,  1870,  to  Mary  L. 
Brackett,  daughter  of  his  first  law  partner.  They  have  two  children,  a 
son  and  a  daughter.  The  son  was  graduated  from  the  Charlotte  high 
school  in  1895  and  soon  afterwards  entered  the  Literary  Department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  where  he  is  now  pursuing  his  studies.  An 
eminent  man  and  a  jurist  before  whom  Mr.  Hu^ett  has  tried  many  cases, 
and  who  has  known  him  many  years  as  a  lawyer  and  a  neighbor,  contrib- 
utes this  information:  "  He  is  a  great  '-tTTdent.  In  summer  he  usually 
rises  at  dayliL;hr  and  worlds  in  his  gardiai,  in  wliich  he  takes  great  pride. 
He  has  the  finest  grounds  in  Cliarlotte.  VV  iien  his  office  hour  comes  he 
spends  the  day  among  his  books  when  not  engaged  in  court.  He  has  the 
absolute  confidence  of  the  people,  and  is  strictly  upright  in  his  dealings. 
He  never  leads  a  man  into  litigation,  but  advises  him  to  keep  out  of  it,  if 
possible.  He  is  candid  in  his  statements  and  stands  as  high  as  any  man 
in  the  cfmnt}-.  both  as  a  lawye-  and  ?.  citizen.  He  is  a  safe  man  to  know 
and  a  great  help  in  the  educational  affairs  of  the  town." 
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DAVID  STOCKDALE,  Allegan.  Judge  Stockdalc  was  born  nt  Wain- 
fleet.  Lincolnshire  county.  Knc^land,  July  ?6,  1838.  His  parents:,  VViUiam 
Stockdale  and  jane  Pradgcon,  were  both  natives  of  the  same  shire  and 
county.  The  family  emigrated  from  England  to  America  in  1854  and 
settled  on  a  fann  in  Branch  county,  Michigan,  which  continued  to  be  the 
home  of  his  parents  until  they  were  removed  by  death.  Judge  Stockdale 
is  a  typical  self  taught  and  self  reliant  man.  '.>i)]y  attendance  nt  school 

was  in  Enidaiid  before  reaching  iht-  a;^c  of  twelve  yi  ar.s.  At  tliat  tender 
age  he  was  obliged  to  begin  work  as  a  blacksmith's  apprentice  in  order  to 
learn  the  useful  handicraft.  By  the  time  he  was  sixteen  his  arm  was  strong, 
his  muscles  hardened  and  its  sinews  toughened.  He  had  acquired  a  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  trade  and  was  prepared  for  the  battle  of  life  as  a 
bread-winner.  After  comint^  to  the  United  States  and  locating  in  Michi- 
gan, he  worked  as  a  blacksmitli  in  Wayhnd.  A'lcgan  county,  until  1864. 
In  tliat  year  he  bought  a  farm  adjoining  Wayland  and  dcvoicti  himsell  to 
the  pursuits  of  agriculture  for  the  next  three  jrears.  His  inclination  to  the 
law  led  him  to  improve  all  his  leisure  time  in  its  study  while  engaged  in 
farming.'  In  1864  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  and  held  the  oflRce 
by  successive  re-elections  for  twenty  years.  Dunnf^  this  period  he  had  oppor- 
tunity for  professional  study,  and  the  oflfice  n  liich  he  held  was  a  practical 
school.  While. thus  laying  the  foundation  lor  the  practice  01  the  law,  he 
gave  much  time  to  agriculture,  in  which  he  was  so  successful  as  to  amass  a 
comfortable  fortune.  For  ten  years  he  was  also  supervisor  of  Wayland 
township,  Allegan  county.  The  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  neigh- 
bors and  fellow-citizens  is  evidenced  by  their  partiality  in  electing  him  to 
the  oflfice  of  president  of  the  village  four  consecutive  tenns.  In  the  fall 
of  1884  he  was  elected  judge  of  probate,  an  ofificc  which  he  has  now  held 
for  twelve  successive  years.  Upon  the  accession  to  the  probate  judgeship, 
in  1884,  he  removed  to  Allegan,  where  he  continues  to  reside.  His  law 
practice  since  his  admission  to  the  Bar  has  been  largely  in  justices'  courts, 
although  he  has  had  cases  in  the  Circuit  Court.  Most  of  his  time,  how- 
ever, has  been  occripird  with  the  business  of  the  probate  court.  He  has 
never  at  any  time  formed  a  partnership  tor  tiie  practice  of  law,  or  any  other 
business  partnership.  He  began  life  handicapped  by  want  of  an  education, 
having  had  in  boyhood  only  the  most  meagre  advantages  in  the  way  of 
instruction  and  the  most  limited  opportunities  to  attend  school.  And  yet, 
by  application  and  perseverance,  by  much  readini^  and  study  on  his  own 
account,  he  has  become  liberallv  informed.  His  views,  have  breadth  as  to 
knowledge  and  clearness  as  to  expression.  He  has  ever  been  the  iricnd 
and  patron  of  education,  serving  twenty-five  years  on  the  school  board  of 
the  village  of  Wayland,  During  that  time  he  was  pleased  to  see  the  little 
red  school  house  transformed  into  a  modem  public  school  buildii^of  eight 
rooms,  and  the  little  di.strict  school  to  a  fine  modern  grader!  school,  in 
which  all  of  his  older  children  were  permitted  to  take  the  course  of  study. 
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In  poHtfcs  Judge  StockHnTp  is  a  Repuhlirnn.  He  not  only  takes  an  active 
interest  in  partisan  affairs,  but  is  one  of  the  counsellors  upon  ail  questions 
of  local  politics  and  one  of  the  speakers  during  political  campaigns.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  loyal  to  the  order.  He  was 
married  in  185910  Miss  Susan  A.  Young,  who  died  May  4,  1872,  leaving 
three  children — William  H.,  David  A.  and  John  B.  All  of  them  are 
livinjj.  lie  was  married  the  second  time  in  1874  at  Grand  Rapids  to  Mary 
E.  Doxey,  of  Shelbyville,  Michigan.  They  have  one  daughter,  Leiia  M., 
who  is  now  in  school.  A  member  of  the  Bar  says  of  htm;  "Although  his 
duties  as  probate  judge  have  kept  him  out  of  active  practice,  he  has  a 
natural  talent  for  the  law  and  a  strong  legal  mind.  He  sees  a  legal  point 
quickly,  and  has  tried  more  cases  in  the  justices'  courts  than  any  other 
man  in  the  county.  That  he  is  as  good  a  judoje  of  probate  as  the  county 
ever  had,  is  evidenced  by  his  long  continuance  in  the  office.  He  is  very 
methodical,  and  at  the  end  of  each  court  day  his  work  is  complete.  He 
never  allows  the  business  of  the  court  to  accumulate,  but  keeps  strictly  up 
to  date  all  the  time.  He  has  been  a  leader  in  the  Republican  {>  iri  y  for 
twelve  years.  He  is  a  plea?nnf  pubbir  Hppnker  r>.nd  is  much  in  dcinatul  In 
that  rapacity.  a  ciiizen  he  is  sociable  and  agreeable,  and  has  the  regard 

of  tiie  entire  coaaiuuiily.  He  is  a  man  of  strong  convictions  and  the  soul 
of  honor.  Being  a  good  business  manager,  he  has  accumulated  a  com> 
fortable  fortune." 


ORVILLE  W.  COOLIDGE,  Niles.  Judge  Coolidge  is  a  native  of 
Michigan  and  was  bom  at  Edwardsburg,  Cass  county,  October  9,  1839. 
He  was  a  son  of  Henry  H.  and  Sarah  M.  (Meade)  Coolidge.    He  came  of 

good  old  Puritan  stock,  and  through  both  father  and  mother  inherits  the  best 
blood  of  New  England.  The  Conh'd';^c  family  came  to  America  about  the 
year  «6j4,  and  settled  in  Roxbury,  near  Boston.  The  family  was  worthily 
represented  in  the  colony,  and  bore  an  important  share  of  the  patriotic 
labors  that  culminated  in  the  Revolutionary  struggle.  There  were  Cool- 
idgcs  who  followed  the  old^Continental  flag,  and  the  sentiment  of  patriot- 
ism has  nc\'pr  been  lacking  in  the  blood.  Judin  Henry  H.  Coolidge  came 
to  Michii^an  in  1837  and  was  one  of  the  pioTiet  r  settlers  in  tlie  southwestern 
part  ot  the  state.  He  studied  law,  was  admitted  to  tlie  liar,  and  became 
one  of  the  prominent  attorneys  in  that  region.  He  was  for  six  years  Judge 
of  the  Circuit  over  which  his  son  so  worthily  presides.  The  family  of 
Judge  Coolidge's  mother  were  also  among  the  pioneers  of  New  England 
and  New  York.  They  had  representatives  in  the  patriotic  army  that 
served  the  cause  of  liberty  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  She  came  into 
Michigan  with  her  parents  in  1837.  Both  Judge  Henry  H.  Coolidge  and 
his  wife  died  in  Niles  in  the  same  year,  1884.  judge  Coolidge,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Cass 
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county,  and  at  the  afe  of  seventeen  was  a  student  in  the  preparatory  col- 
lege at  Beloit,  Wisconsin.  Here  he  reinaiiied  for  two  yeara.  Later  on  he 
attended  the  collie  in  that  city  for  two  years.  He  left  that  institution  in 
1 86 1,  and  became  a  member  of  the  sophomore  class  of  that  year  at  the 
University  of  Michigan.  In  1863  he  completed  the  full  classical  course  in 
that  institution  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
He  then  entered  tlie  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  and  after  two  years  of 
earnest  study  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  With 
this  thorough  preparation  for  his  life  work  he  returned  to  this  State  and 
opened  a  law  office  at  Niles,  where  he  practised  his  profession  until  his 
election  to  the  Bench.  He  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Berrien 
county  tn  1871  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  one  term.  He  was  elected 
mayor  of  Nile's  in  f8oo  and  served  two  years.  He  is  a  r!o?e  student  and 
an  ardent  iovcr  oi  his  profession.  He  has  devoted  himselt  during  all  these 
years  very  closely  to  the  practice  of  law  and  the  Bench  but  affords  a  larger 
field  for  the  exercise  of  his  finely  trained  legal  mind.  He  was  elected 
Judge  of  the  Second  Judicial  Circuit,  January  i,  1894,  and  is  highly 
esteemed,  not  only  by  the  members  of  the  Bar  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact  mo.st  frequently  h\!t  by  the  public  <^enerally.  As  a  judge  he  has 
ever  exhibited  a  spirit  ol  lairness  towards  members  of  the  Bar,  strict 
impartiality  in  the  consideration  of  cases  submitted  to  him  and  a  just 
appreciation  of  the  dignity,  as  well  as  the  responsibilities  of  his  office.  He 
inherited  a  judicial  temper  and  tendency,  and  his  occupation  of  the  Bench 
furnishes  the  opportunity  for  the  cultivation  of  a  natural  talent,  and  the 
gratification  of  a  natural  taste.  Mis  high  sense  of  personal  and  profe.ssional 
honor  will  preserve  the  purity  of  the  ermine.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
in  1867  to  Miss  Katie  A.  PettengiU,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Mary  (Rams^) 
Pettengill.  They  have  one  son  and  two  daughters,  Clarence,  Qaudine 
and  Orrill. 


RUSSELL  R.  PEALER,  Three  Rivers.  Hon.  Russell  R.  Pealer  is  a 
prominent  citizen  of  St.  Joseph  county  and  ex'judge  of  the  Circuit  Court. 
He  was  bom  in  Greenwood  township,  Columbia  county,  Pennsylvania, 

January  i,  1842.  On  his  father's  side  his  lineage  is  German  through  the 
union  of  the  fainilies  of  Pcaler  and  Kooder  by  the  marriage  of  his  grand- 
father and  grandmother.  On  his  mother  s  side  his  descent  is  English, 
coming  from  the  Hampton  and  Hopkins  families,  early  and  well-known 
settlers  of  Columbia  county.  His  father,  Geoige  Pealer,  was  bom  August 
13,  18 18,  and  is  yet  living  in  his  native  county,  on  the  farm  which  has 
been  his  home  more  than  forty  years;  he  has  been  a  farmer  and  lumber- 
man all  of  his  life;  a  .^trnnjr  Republican  in  h'm  po.itical  views,  and  a  wor- 
thy member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  esteemed  as  an  upright 
man  and  a  good  citizen.    Russell  R.  Pealer  is  the  eldest  of  eight  children 
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born  >rge  and  Rebecca  Hampton  Pealer,  only  two  of  whom  besides 

the  subjcrct  of  this  sketch  are  living,  viz.:  VViUiam  O.,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law  at  Duluth,  Minnesota,  anH  Mntilda.  the  wife  of  Clar- 
ence Price,  of  Danville,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  brought  up  on  his  father's 
faim,  employed  as  fanners'  boys  usually  are,  and  attending  the  country 
schools  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age.  In  February,  1859,  he 
became  a  student  in  the  New  Columbus  Normal  School  in  Luzerne 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  until  the  following  winter,  and 
then  returned  home  to  teach  the  district  school.  The  wages  received  as 
teacher  were  expended  in  continuing  his  course  in  tiic  normal  school  for 
two  terms,  and  the  succeeding  winter  was  spent  in  teaching  as  before.  In 
the  spring  of  1 861  he  was  chosen  principal  of  the  high  school,  at  Light 
Street,  in  his  native  county.  His  health  had  become  somewhat  impaired 
hy  close  application  to  study,  and  the  following;  autumn  was  spent  in  New 
jersey,  New  York  City  and  other  places  for  the  purposei»  of  recuperation. 
On  his  return  he  entered  the  OrangeviUe  Academy  and  commenced  mak- 
ing preparation  to  enter  the  Law  School  at  Albany,  New  York,  as  he  had 
already  decided  i  )  n  the  profession  of  law  as  his  life  work.  He  inherited 
from  his  mother  a  literary  taste  and  love  of  books,  and  was  encouraged  by 
her  to  prosecute  his  studies  to  the  fullest  extent  possible.  The  scholar- 
ship which  he  acquired  was  due  to  her  influence.  Before  completing  his 
preparation  for  the  law  he  was  moved  by  a  patriotic  impulse  to  offer  liis 
services  to  the  Government.  September  9,  1862,  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  E,  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  known  as  Greg's  Cav- 
alry, and  served  uiiti;  Aii<rust  II,  1865.  During  this  time  he  was  repeat- 
edly proinotciJ  lor  mci ilorion'^  conduct,  passint^  fhronc'h  a!!  the  fj-rades  to 
that  of  rirst  lieutenant.  Finally  he  was  recommended  for  promotion  to  a 
captaincy,  but  the  close  of  the  war  prevented  the  issuance  of  a  commii>sion 
or  action  upon  the  recommendation.  While  in  the  service  he  participated 
in  more  than  tl  iiiy-fivc  battles  and  cavalry  engagements,  which  included 
all  the  grep.t  battles  fought  by  the  gallanr  Army  of  the  Potomac  from 
ChancellorsvUle  to  Five  Forks,  Virginia,  i  rhniaiy  6,  1865,  at  Hatcher's 
Run,  Virginia,  near  Petersburg,  while  in  ctjumiand  of  a  squadron  and  lead- 
ing a  charge  on  Pegram's  division  of  infantry,  Lieutenant  Pealer  was 
wounded  in  the  left  thigh  by  a  rifle  ball,  which  was  afterwards  extracted 
in  the  hospital  at  Baltimore.  Before  his  wound  healed  he  rejoined  the 
regimcnf.  and  remained  until  it  was  mustered  ot!f.  He  improved  his 
time  m  the  hospital,  when  wounded,  studymc;  sLir\:yin;,r  and  civil  engi- 
neering, of  which  he  afterwards  made  practical  use  in  order  to  secure  the 
means  required  to  prosecute  his  law  studies.  On  his  return  home  he 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Robert  F.  Clark,  of  Blooms- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  spent  two  years.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  of  that  place  September  3,  1867.  and  soon  after.vards  came  to  Three 
Rivers,  Michigan,  which,  after  due  considcratic:!,  lie  dn  idt  d  in  inakc  his 
home.    Returning  to  Pennsylvania  he  brought  his  wife  west  with  him. 
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and  settled  permanently  in  Three  Rivers,  November  12,  1867.  In  Janu- 
ary following  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Michii^ui,  and  at  onco  engaged 
in  the  prartire  of  law.  He  was  successful  in  estdblislnn^'  himself  in  the 
profession  and  in  the  confidence  of  the  people  by  whom  he  was  sur- 
rounded. A  few  years  later  he  was  elected  Circuit  Court  Commissioner, 
and  at  the  close  of  his  first  term  was  re-elected.  Before  the  expiration  of 
his  second  term  he  was  appointed  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  county,  and 
afterwards  elected  to  the  same  position.  Having  declined  a  renomination 
he  continued  in  the  ?TencraI  practice  until  Januaty  1,  1882,  when  he 
assumed  the  duties  of  Circuit  Judge  for  the  Fifteenth  District,  to  which 
he  had  been  elected  the  previous  April.  Having  a  judicial  temperament 
and  the  requisite  legal  qualifications  he  discharged  the  duties  of  judge  for 
the  full  term  of  six  years  with  great  credit  to  himself,  satisfaction  to  the 
Bar  and  the  approval  of  his  constituents.  His  judicial  decisions  have 
alwavs  heen  rejrardcd  as  soutld  by  the  legal  profession  of  the  district,  and 
havt!  geneially  been  siistriined,  on  review,,  by  the  higher  courts.  There 
was  never  a  question  ot  Ins  integrity  in  the  expression  of  an  opinion,  or  a 
charge  of  partiality  in  his  rulings  during  the  trial  of  a  cause.  His 
sense  of  justice  and  honesty  of  purpose  usually  led  to  correct  conclu- 
sions, and  established  Ik's  reputation  as  judge  upon  a  high  plane.  On 
retirtnjif  from  the  ]>rnLh  in  1888  T'^d^^e  Penler  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  under  the  style  ol  Pealer 
Brothers.  His  clientage  was  largely  increased  by  the  favorable  acquaint- 
ance made  throughout  the  district  while  holding  court,  and  his  standing 
at  the  Bar  has  never  been  doubtful.  He  was  not  permitted  to  continue 
undisturbed  in  the  prosecution  of  his  private  business,  but  was  again 
chosen  to  serve  the  public  diirincr  the  pamc  year  in  which  his  term  as 
judge  expired.  As  the  nominee  of  the  Republican  party  he  was  elected 
to  represent  St.  Joseph  county  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  served  dur- 
ing the  session  of  1889.  The  result  of  that  election  was  a  fair  test  of 
his  personal  popularity,  and  the  estimate  of  his  services  by  his  neigh- 
bors. Prior  to  that  time  the  county  had  been  Democratic,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  had  been  represented  in  the  Legislature  by  a  Democrat.  Be- 
lieving that  his  ability,  reputation  and  personal  worth  would  attract  to 
him  support  outside  of  the  party,  his  friends  insisted  upon  his  accepting 
the  nomination.  The  result  justified  their  estimate  in  securing  for  him 
an  election  by  more  than  200  votes.  Judge  Pealcr  met  the  public  expec- 
tation in  the  ability  with  which  he  discharged  the  dutic-=  of  a  representa- 
tive. T'o.si  sed  of  sound  iud$nnent,  clear  perception  and  general  knowl- 
edge of  legislation  which  would  be  advantageous  to  the  people,  he  guarded 
the  popular  interests  of  his  State  in  the  committees,  and  gave  strong 
support  on  the  floor  of  such  bills'  as  he  believed  would  be  incorporated  in 
the  statutes  of  the  State.  His  service  was  no  less  valuable  for  its  opposi- 
tion to  pernicious  measures.  He  h.is  been  liberally  supported  for  the 
Republican  nomination  for  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  his  State 
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three  times;  and  on  the  6rst  occasion  received  the  entire  support  of  his 
judicial  district,  and  al'^o  of  his  congressional  district,  but  being  located  in 
the  southwest  corner  of  the  State,  without  general  city  support,  he  has 
not  been  nominated.    In  1S90  tlicrc  were  five  candidates  for  that  high 
office,  and  Judge  Pealer  was  the  second  in  the  race,  securing  about  230 
votes  out  of  a  total  of  about  700,  and  he  had  almost  the  entire  support  of 
the  Republican  members  of  tlic  Legi^Uature  at  that  time.    On  two  occa- 
sions since  he  received  substantially  the  same  support.     He  has  been 
cntru.sied  with  the  management  of  large  estates,  and  no  one  has  ever  suf- 
fered loss  at  his  hands.    He  is  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Three  Rivers.    He  has  held  minor  offices  of  a  local  character,  including 
service  on  the  school  board  for  many  years.    Under  all  circumstances  he 
has  exhibited  a  deep  interest  in  popular  education.    For  the  last  few 
years  he  has  also  been  giving  considerable  attention  to  agriculture,  and 
owns  and  inanage.s  two  farms.    He  has  been  married  three  times.  First, 
December  25,  1865,  to  Miss  Sally  A.  Stevens,  a  native  of  Luzerne  county, 
Pennsylvania,  who  died  in  Three  Rivers,  November  6,  1871.    By  this 
marriage  four  children  were  bom,  two  of  whom,  Nora  Josephine  and 
George  Stevens,  died  in  childhood ;  the  other  two,  Anna  Geraldine  and 
Mary  A.,  are  living  and  married.    August  28,  1872,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Amanda  Stevens,  sister  of  his  first  wife,  who  died  March  28  1874, 
without  issue.    April  15,  1875,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sue  F.  Santee, 
who  stiU  presides  over  his  home.    There  have  been  no  children  by  this 
marriage.    Although  busy  with  the  duties  of  his  profession  and  the  cares 
of  public  office,  Judge  Pcaler  has  not  neglected  the  amenities  of  life  and 
the  eveiyday  duties  of  a  social  and  rehf^ious  character.     He  is  a  member 
and  Past  Commander  of  Ed  M.  Frutzman  Post  No.  72  G.  A.  R.,  and  has 
been  Judge  Advocate  of  the  Department  of  Michigan  G.  A.  R.  repeatedly. 
He  is  also  a  Mason,  being  a  member  of  Three  Rivers  Lodge  No.  $2* 
SalathicI  Chapter  No.  28,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Three  Rivers  Commandery  No. 
29,  K.  1".    From  his  boyhood  he  has  been  an  exemplary  memh<-r  of  the 
Methodi'^1'  Kpi^ropnl  Chiirrh  and  active  in  its  work.     ]Jc  has  hold  every 
otticiai  position  from  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  to  dcle^te  to 
the  General  Conference.    Politically  he  is  a  strong  Republican.    His  first 
vote  was  cast  while  in  the  army,  in  an  open  field  in  Virginia,  for  Abraham 
Lincoln,  President.    He  is  an  example  of  what  may  be  accomplished 
without  socia!  advantages  or  the  prestit^f  f>f  wealth,  by  well-directed  indi- 
vidual eflfort  and  persistence  in  the  rigiit   direction.     He  is  stil!  in  (he 
prime  of  life  enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  people  and  a  lucrative  practice. 
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GKOlvGE  E.  MILLER,  Three  Rivers.  The  snbject  of  this  biography 
was  born  in  the  Township  oi  Mendon,  County  ot  St.  Joseph  and  State  of 
Michigan,  February  i6,  1865.  His  father,  born  December  3,  1837, 
though  of  Puritanic  extraction,  was  a  native  of  the  same  county,  in  which 
he  has  always  lived  and  carried  on  the  business  of  a  small  farmer.  His 
mother,  who  is  of  German  descent,  was  bom  in  Union  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia. M.ncli  g,  '^4^.  The  little  farm  on  which  George  Edward  was  born 
and  passcij  lii-  chiUlhood  was  cleared  by  his  father,  whose  means  were  . 
very  lifiuicd.  When  he  was  four  years  of  age  the  family  removed  to 
another  little  farm  lietwecn  two  and  three  miles  north  of  Three  Rivers, 
where  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed.  His  primary  education  was 
received  in  the  old  country  school  house.  This  was  situated  one 
and  a  half  from  his  home,  and   the   road   was  lonely.  The 

neighborliood  whs  sparsely  settled  and  the  children  of  school  age  were 
few.  As  he  was  the  eldest  of  three  children  in  his  father's  family  and  obliged 
to  attend  school  alone,  his  attendance  did  not  begin  until  after  he  reached 
the  age  of  seven.  From  the  time  he  was  eleven  he  was  obliged  to  remain 
at  home  and  work  on  the  farm,  except  during  the  winter  months.  The 
financial  circumstances  of  his  parents  made  it  impossible  for  them  to  aid 
him  w  ith  money  in  procurijig  an  education.  On  the  other  hand  he  was 
obliged  to  contribute  his  labor  to  the  common  support  of  the  family.  He 
was  compelled  to  rely  upon  himself — ^his  own  industry  and  energy  for  any 
education  obtained  beyond  his  very  limited  acquirements  in  the  country 
school.  He  aspired  to  something  more  than  that,  and  accordingly,  at  the 
age  nf  thirteen,  entered  the  union  school  at  Three  Rirers  for  the  fall  and 
winter  term  of  1878-9.  He  paid  for  his  board  by  working  mornings  and 
evenings  and  walked  two  miles  to  the  school.  During  the  spring  and 
summer  months  he  continued  to  work  on  his  father's  farm.  As  evidence 
of  his  pluck  and  perseverance  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  he  kept  up 
his  studies  at  home  the  same  as  if  he  had  rpmaincd  in  school  and  was  pre 
pared  to  t^raduatc  with  his  class.  It  is  entirely  creditable  to  his  industry 
and  aspirations  that  he  was  graduated  June  20,  1884,  with  the  same  class 
of  which  he  first  became  a  member,  although  in  attendance  at  school  little 
more  than  half  the  time.  He  still  desired  a  broader  education  and  at 
once  b^;an  to  earn  money  for  expenses  at  college.  His  first  position  on 
pay  was  in  a  drug  store,  but  soon  afterwards  he  secured  more  profitable 
employment  as  clerk  and  bookkeeper  in  a  larg^e  factoiy.  liy  the  most 
careful  attention  to  business  and  the  closest  economy  he  was  able  to  save 
money  enough  in  the  course  of  the  year  to  pay  his  expenses  at  school  the 
following  year.  About  the  middle  of  October,  1885,  he  entered  the  Ann 
Arbor  high  school  and  by  unremitting  application  to  which  he  was  already 
accustomed,  he  completed  the  year's  work  ',\ith  his  class,  although  enter- 
ing "^iv  weeks  late.  The  next  year  he  was  appointed  by  the  iacuky  an 
assistant  in  the  physical  laboratory,  by  which,  with  his  self-denial,  cxer- 
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chv  nf  economy  and  liard  work,  he  was  enabled  to  continue  his  studie?  to 
grauuiition.  lie  was  graduated  June  24,  1 887,  and  accepted  employment 
in  Ann  Arbor  during  the  following  school  year,  the  earnings  of  which 
added  to  what  he  was  able  to  accumulate  during  the  vacation  were  suffi- 
cient to  pay  his  expenses  for  a  year  in  the  Literary  Department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan.  He  entered  this  department  in  September, 
1887,  and  took  one  year's  special  work  as  preparation  for  the  study  of 
law.  In  the  fall  of  1888,  he  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  and  pursued  the  course  to  completion.  He  was  grad- 
uated June  30,  1890,  two  weeks  after  his  admission  to  the  Bar,  as  an 
attorney  authorized  to  practise  in  all  of  the  State  Courts.  He  returned 
to  Three  Rivers  at  once,  and,  on  the  fourth  day  of  August,  1890,  became 
associnted  with  Judge  R.  R.  Pealer  for  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
And  on  the  i2th  day  of  August  of  the  following  year  formed  a  co-part- 
nership with  Mr.  Pealer.  This  association,  advants^eous  to  both  mem- 
bers of  the  firm,  has  been  continued  without  interruption.  Mr.  Miller,  as 
indicated  by  his  struggle  to  acquire  an  education,  is  ambitious,  studious, 
energetic.  No  labor  required  for  the  proper  understanding  of  a  case  is  too 
f^evere  for  him.  His  appHcation  is  equal  to  all  demands.  He  is  loyal 
under  all  circumstances  to  the  interests  of  a  client  whose  cause  he  has 
undertaken.  Although  a  young  practitioner,  he  has  already  been  identi- 
fied with  several  important  cases  in  the  Circuit  and  Supreme  Courts.  He 
is  a  Republican  politically  and  takes  an  interest  in  politics.  He  has  rep- 
resented his  ward  a.s  a  memlnT  of  the  city  rotinri!  nnd  served  n?^  a  member 
of  the  school  board  Tlin-c  Rivers.  He  belongs  to  the  Knij:(lits  of 
Pythiah  and  has  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Miller  was  married  September  23,  1887,  to  Mrs.  Emma  Frances  Arnold. 
The  marriage  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  a  son  and  a  daughter:  Mark 
Matthew,  bom  June  13,  1890,  and  Roxana,  bom  September  9,  1891. 


GEORGE  SILAS  CLAPP,  late  of  Niles.  George  Silas  Ckipp  was  a 
native  of  Columbia,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  June  16,  1834.    His  parents 

were  Silas  and  Esther  Risley  Clapp,  both  natives  of  Cfnuicctictit.  Tlis 
ancestry  by  both  father  and  mother  was  of  English  origin.  His  first  Ameri- 
can ancestor  was  Roger  Clapp,  who  crossed  the  ocean  in  the  Mary  and 
John  "  in  1630.  He  played  an  important  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  infant 
colony,  and  was  a  man  of  note.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
Apollos  Clapp,  was  a  soldier  in  the  patriot  army  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  The  f.iinily  of  Esther  Risley  was  also  goiul  old  colony  stock,  and 
left  a  record  tor  charrtcter  .■and  ability  in  early  New  F^nglniul.  His  j^irents 
removed  from  Connecticut,  and  settled  at  Columbia,  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  born.  His  early  education  was  had  in  the  Columbia  public 
schools^    His  parents  removed  to  Berea  when  he  was  twelve  years  old,  and 
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this  change  afTr.t  dcrl  him  the  opportunity  of  attending  Baldwin  University  at 
that  place.  He  entered  the  Classical  Department  and  continued  under  its 
instruction  until  witliin  one  year  of  graduation.  He  taught  school  during 
the  long  vacation  and  thus  earned  money  to  pay  his  expenses  at  the  Uni- 
versity, and  make  a  beginning  of  that  library  of  legal  and  general  literature, 
which  afterward  became  ver\  i  xtensive.  He  began  to  study  law  in  1855 
under  tho  prcccptor-hip  of  Judge  Loren  Prentiss,  then  a  prominent  attorney 
at  Cle\  (  Uind.  He  continued  teaching  and  at  the  same  time  prosecuting  his 
law  studies,  for  the  next  two  years.  Part  of  this  time  he  spent  in  the  law 
office  of  Judge  Stevenson  Burke,  of  Elyria,  now  of  Cleveland.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  the  fall  of  1856  by  the  District  Court  of  Cleveland, 
but  for  some  time  previous  to  this  he  had  been  practising  in  the  justice's 
rotirts,  and  had  r^lready  won  reputation  as  a  pleader.  He  practi-ied  at 
Herea  until  1862,  when  he  removed  with  his  family  into  Michigan,  settling 
at  St.  Joseph.  There  he  remained  for  the  next  twenty  years,  winning  a 
lai^c  clientage  and  rising  to  the  first  rank  among  the  lawyers  of  western 
Michigan.  He  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  the  county  three  times, 
and  won  high  reputation  as  a  prosecutor,  but  was  considered  oven  more 
succe-^^fiil  Ti-^  an  eq-jity  lawyrr.  In  1882  Mr.  Clapp  removed  to  Niles,  that 
he  might  have  readier  access  lu  the  county  seat,  then  at  Berrien  Spring. 
At  Nilcs  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  active  practice.  He  died 
October  9,  1895,  leaving  the  rich  legacy  of  a  good  name  both  as  a  lawyer 
and  as  a  man.  He  was  a  prominent  Mason,  had  taken  the  degree  of  Knight 
Templar,  and  was  associated  with  the  Niles  Commandery.  Originally  a 
Democrat,  he  joined  the  Republican  party  at  the  time  of  the  Kansas- 
Xcbraska  troubles  and  kept  with  it  as  long  as  he  lived.  Although  a  young 
man,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  campaigns  of  Salmon  P.  Chase  for 
Governor  of  Ohio  in  1855  and  1857,  and  worked  just  as  hard  for  General 
Fremont  in  1856.  He  used  to  relate  with  no  little  satisfaction,  the  story 
of  an  experience  that  he  had  in  1857,  when  he  somewhat  -inox-poctcdly 
found  himself  addrcstin;:!;  an  audience  that  contained  onl\-  i\\<,  iriernbers  of 
his  own  party.  One  veteran  Democrat  undertook  to  down  the  "  youngster" 
by  interruptions.  But  the  speaker  succeeded  in  working  the  opposition 
around  to  the  right  ground;  and  then,  using  unquestioned  Democratic 
authority,  made  his  argument  so  complete  and  crushing  that  all  opposition 
was  silenced  and  he  had  the  floor  until  he  concluded.  In  1 872  he  was  a 
delegate  to  the  national  Republican  convention  at  Philadelphia,  and  a-^si^ted 
in  making  the  renoraination  of  General  Grant  unanimous.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church;  from  his  early  youth  a  singer  in  the  choir; 
and,  in  his  maturer  years,  teacher  of  a  Bible  class  in  the  Sunday  school. 
He  was  long  known  and  loved  as  a  devout  Christian.  Mr.  Clapp  was 
married  September  18,  1856,  to  Miss  Helen  S.  Perry,  a  daughter  of  S.  VV, 
and  Helen  E.  (Church)  Perry,  both  natives  of  Vermont.  Her  father  was 
of  English  and  her  mother  of  Scotch  descent,  but  buili  families  bad  been 
for  many  years  residents  of  New  England.    They  came  into  Ohio  while 
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Helen  was  still  an  infant.    To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clapp  were  born  five  children. 
Three  dallCT^lt^-r^  arc  still  living..    Carrie  L.  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  S.  C.  Van 
Antwerp,  of  Vicksburg.    Esther  R.  married  Harvey  C.  Beeson,  of  Chicago, 
and  Eleanor  B.  is  Mrs.  David  D.  Waltz,  of  Goshen,  Indiana.    The  Bar  of 
Berrien  county  passed  resolutions  highly  commendatory  of  Mr.  Qapp  both  as 
a  lawyer  and  a  man,  at  a  memorial  meeting.  Judge  Thomas  0*Hara  delivered 
an  eloquent  eulogy,  Jiaying  ihnt  in  many  respects  Mr.  Clapp  never  had  a 
superior  at  the  Berrien  count}'  Bar.     A?  an  advocate  he  \va;;  rt^marrtably 
Strong.     He  had  capacity  and  inclination  for  close  work  and  hard  study. 
He  was  an  original  thinker,  and  his  mind  was  so  constituted  as  to  be 
incapable  of  entertaining  narrow  views.  .  His  diversified  knowledge  and 
libera]  views  bore  fruit  in  many  cases,  in  which  the  attainments  of  a  lawyer, 
wedded  to  the  law  alone,  would  liavo  found  barren  ==01!.     His  abilities  have 
been  known  and  uMiversally  acknowlc(lt;e(l  in  the  coanly  for  tlic  [utst  twenty 
years.    He  was  tond  of  social  life,  but  had  little  time  to  devote  to  it. 
And  while  he  was  a  man  of  the  people,  his  life  was  so  busy  that  many 
people  thought  him  cold.    This  was  a  false  judgment.    He  was  an  amiable 
companion  and  a  charming  host.    One  leaving  his  presence  felt  that  he 
had  been  in  the  company  of  a  man  who  was  charitable,  honest  and  pure- 
minded.    George  S.  Ciapp's  heart  was  not  cold.     It  was  warm,  and  it 
never  failed  to  go  out  in  tender  sympathy  to  the  poor,  the  weak  and  liic 
unfortunate.    The  resolutions  declare  that  Mr.  Clapp  was  one  of  the 
brightest  members  of  our  profession.    As  an  all  round,  able,  fearless  and 
ready  trial  lawyer  he  was  easily  the  leader  of  this  judicial  circuit.  His 
ready  wit,  his  !:Tental  di'^position,  hi-:  profe5i,sionaI  courtesy  never  forsook 
him.    In  the  heat  of  trial  or  of  discussion,  notwithstanding  his  intense 
earnestness,  his  intense  devotion  to  the  interest  of  his  clients,  he  never 
forgot  his  manliness.    Honored  in  his  profession,  and  his  ability  as  a  law- 
yer of  high  standing  so  generally  recognized,  yet  he  never  forgot  the 
amenities  of  that  profession.    He  never  allowed  the  spleen  of  his  client  to 
affect  his  conduct  of  the  cause  in  hand.     He  was  a  worthy  focman  who 
fought  without  acrimony.    He  gave  to  his  client  the  highest  ability  and 
the  best  of  his  intellect;  but  no  retainer  was  large  enough  to  cause  him  to 
forget  the  respect  due  the  court,  the  decorum  of  the  court  room,  or  the 
dignity  of  his  calling.    Searching  in  his  examinations,  he  never  forgot  that 
a  witness  had  rights  which  a  lawyer  is  bound  to  respect.    Often  witty, 
then  sarcastic,  or  invokinj^  invective,  but  his  wit,  s.trcasin  and  invective 
were  without  poison,  and  left  no  heartaches.    Good  nature,  always  the 
sign  of  a  large  and  generous  soul,  pervaded  his  every  act.    Upon  the 
anniversary  of  Mr.  Ckpp's  death,  October  9th,  1 896,  from  faraway 
Nicaraugua  came  a  beautiful  floral  tribute  to  be  placed  upon  the  last  rest- 
ing place  of  his  friend.    This  remembrance  came  from  United  States 
Consul  Thomas  O'Hara  and  the  flowers  had  lost  none  of  their  southern 
beauty  during  their  long  journey. 
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JAMES  ALBERT  SW^:F.ZFA^  Hastings.  James  A.  Sweezeyws  born 
at  Patchouge,  Long  I-laml,  Nt  u  VorW,  S^^nfcmber  19,  1 828.  He  h  of 
English-Scotch  extraction,  altiiough  botli  01  his  parcntji  were  natives  of 
the  State  of  New  York.  His  father,  William  Sweesey,  was  born  on 
Long  Island,  Township  of  Broolchaven,  Suffollc  county,  in  March,  1803. 
His  mother,  Hettie  Weeks,  was  bom  at  W<  ;  Farms,  Westchester  county. 
The  parents  of  his  father  were  both  English  by  descent  and  their  ances- 
tors were  arniuig  the  earliest  settlers  of  Long  Island.  The  anrr^tnrs  of 
his  mother  were  English  on  her  father's  side  and  Scotch  on  the  .side  of 
her  mother.  He  came  to  Miciiigan  with  his  parents  in  June,  1S34,  and 
settled  at  Napoleon,  Jackson  county.  His  primary  education  was  obtained 
in  the  common  schools  and  for  several  years  he  pursued  an  academic 
course  under  Professor  Hiram  Elmer,  at  Grass  Lake  Academy,  in  Jack- 
son county.  Havin;.;  finished  his  course  of  study  thcrir  he  rctutiicil  to 
New  York  in  1845  and  shipped  as  a  sailor.  For  more  than  a  year  after- 
wards he  was  upon  the  ocean,  but  soon  became  tired  of  the  life  and 
returned  to  Michigan.  He  took  up  the  study  of  law  at  once  in  the  office 
of  Bradley  F.  Granger,  at  Manchester,  with  whom  he  remained  for  three 
years.  Like  many  others  who  afterwards  succeeded  in  the  law,  his  first 
professional  work  was  in  Uk  school  room  as  teacher.  He  spent  several 
terms  in  teaching  at  Napoieon,  Manchester  and  Otiso.  He  passed  the 
examination  for  admission  to  the  Bar  at  Grand  Rapids  before  Judge 
Martin  in  the  spring  of  1 851,  and  shortly  afterwards  settled  in  Hastings 
where  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Isaac  A.  Holbrook.  This  association 
was  continued  for  three  years  and  subsequently,  for  short  terms,  he  was 
associated  in  partnership  with  Frank  Allen,  Charles  B.  Wood,  P.  W. 
Niskem  and  Loyal  £.  Knappcn.  Since  the  admission  of  his  son,  William 
Boltwood  Sweezey,  to  the  Bar  as  a  practitioner,  the  father  and  son  have 
been  associated  in  the  practice.  The  business  of  Mr.  Sweezey  in  court 
has  principally  been  confined  to  Barry  axid  the  counties  adjoining;  but  he 
has  been  called  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Buffalo,  New  York,  in  important 
cases.  He  has  had  numerous  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State, 
among  which  may  be  cited  the  following:  Robertson  vs.  Corset,  et  al,  39 
Michigan,  777,  settles  the  law  of  fixtures  and  is  the  leading  case  on  the 
subject.  It  was  decided  in  favor  of  his  client ;  Gregory  vs.  Bush,  a  lead- 
ing case  on  the  subject  of  drainage,  is  reported  in  64  Michigan,  37.  In 
this  the  Supreme  Court  also  sustained  his  contention ;  People  vs.  Eaton, 
involving  the  right  of  corporations  to  construct  tel^raph  and  telephone 
lines  on  highways  of  the  State,  reported  in  too  Michigan,  208.  All  of  the 
foregoing  are  leading  cases.  Another  very  important  civil  action  was  that 
of  Match  vs.  Hunt,  involving  a  question  of  fraud,  reported  in  38  Michi- 
gan, page  I.  This  decision  established  the  law  as  to  fraudulent  represen- 
tation. Mr.  Sweezey  has  given  much  attention  to  public  affairs.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a  Republican.    He  has  at  various  times  been  called  to  till 
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important  ofTIces.  both  political  nnd  education?.!.  The  afygregrttc  of  his 
public  service  covers  a  period  ol  forty  years.  In  1863  and  in  1S67  he  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature.  During  his  first  term  he  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  banks  and  corporations.  During  the  last  term  he  was  a 
member  of  the  judiciary  committee.  In  1863  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Regents  n;  the  University  of  Michigan  and  served  eight 
years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  city  of  Tlast- 
ings  for  ten  yearis.  He  served  as  city  attorney  of  Hastinq^s  four  terms^ 
and  as  prosecuting  attorney  for  Barry  county  five  terms.  At  the  present 
time  (1896)  he  fills  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney.  It  has  been  his 
duty  to  conduct  the  prosecution  on  behalf  of  the  people  in  several  import- 
ant trials  for  murder  and  he  has  managed  the  defence  of  four  persons 
charged  with  murder.  A  well  known  member  of  the  Bar  contributes  this 
estimate : 

"  James  A.  Sweezey  has  always  been  considered  an  able  lawyer.  He 
is  above  reproach  or  suspicion  in  the  profession.    He  came  to  Hastings  as 

a  pioneer  lawyer  and  has  ?tood  in  the  frort  rank  ever  sinct:.  lie  i-?  th? 
oldest  living  member  of  the  Barry  county  Bar,  He  is  public-spirited  and 
has  done  much  for  the  growth  of  Hastings  and  the  advancement  of  the 
county.  He  is  hon«  st  in  his  convictions  and  never  takes  positions  which 
he  cannot  fortify.  As  a  prosecutor  he  is  absolutely  loyal  to  the  people 
and  the  court." 

Mr.  Sweezey  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  a  Mason  and 
a  Knight  of  I'ythias.    He  has  served  two  terms  as  Grand  Chancellor  of 

the  Grand  l  odge,  K.  of  P.,  and  four  years  as  the  Supreme  Representa- 
tive to  the  Supreme  Lodge.  He  was  married  in  1853  to  Miss  Emily  M. 
Boltwood,  who  died  in  1874.  The  only  surviving  issue  o£  this  marriage  is 
the  son  who  is  now  his  partner  in  the  practice  of  law.  In  November, 
1893,  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Binnie  M.  Brown  with  whom  he  is  now 
living.  As  a  lawyer  and  a  citizen,  a  man  and  a  Christian,  James  Albert 
Sweeney  occupies  an  important  position  in  public  affairs,  the  society  and 
the  church  at  Hastings. 


DIVIE  BETHUNE  DUFFIELD,   deceased.     Of  all  the  prominent 

figures  that  have  ornamented  the  Wayne  county  Bar  in  recent  years  few 
have  been  more  charming  and  attractive  than  the  able  lawyer  and  courteous 
christian  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  article.  D.  Bethune 
Dufiield  was  a  lawyer  whose  conscience  never  juggled  with  the  right  for 
the  sake  of  the  retainer,  and  a  man  whose  heart  was  always  young.  He 
excelled  in  his  profession  though  he  never  sank  the  man  in  the  attorney. 
He  had  mastered  the  wisdom  of  the  schools,  and  knew  men.  His  success 
at  the  Bar  was  immediate  and  pronounced,  and  a  long  and  useful  life  over- 
flowed with  generous  and  humane  deeds.  And  now  that  he  has  emigrated 
to  a  better  land  his  name  is  still  a  sweet  memory  in  many  hearts.  Mr. 
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Duffield  was  bom  at  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  August  29,  1821,  and  was  the 
son  of  Rev.  George  Duffield,  D.D.,  a  prominent  clergyman  of  the  Presby- 
terian church.    His  mother  was  T^abella  Graham  BethuTU-.  a  woman  of 
remarkable  attainments  and  high  christian  character.    He  was  a  promising 
student  while  yet  a  child,  a  promise  amply  fulfilled  in  the  luxriant  riches 
of  his  maturer  years.    He  was  ready  to  enter  the  Freshman  class  of  Dick- 
inson College  when  only  twelve  years  of  age.    In  183$  he  went  with  his 
parents  to  Philadelphia,  where  Dr.  Duffield  had  taken  an  important  charge, 
and  there  prepared  for  Yale  College.     He  would  have  graduated  from  that 
school  in  1.^40  had  he  not  suffered  from  a  serious  accident  that  at  one  time 
portended  permanent  disability.    He  had,  however,  so  thoroughly  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  high  esteem  of  his  teachers  that  Yale  Coll^  after- 
wards bestowed  upon  him  the  degree  of  A.B.    As  a  student  he  showed 
remarkable  linguistic  abilities  and  ranked  high  in  the  classics     He  was  no 
loss  familiar  with  French  and  German,  and  found  delight  all  his  life  in 
reading  the  great  literature  ol  the  world  in  its  original  tongue.    He  handled 
his  owm  language  like  an  artist,  and  while  he  was  a  close  student  and  a  hard 
worker  at  his  chosen  profession,  he  made  many  a  delightful  excursion  into 
the  fields  of  pure  literature.    He  had  a  rare  artistic  nature,  and  many  of 
his  versified  compositions  were  permeated  with  the  true  poetic  spirit.  In 
1839  Mr.  DufReld  came  to  Detroit,  his-  father  having  already  become  the 
pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  that  city.    In  Detroit  he  resided 
more  than  half  a  century,  and  his  beautiful  life  was  a  help  to  many  who 
needed  cheer  and  love.    He  b^n  the  study  of  law  under  the  instruction 
of  Bates  &  Talbot,  took  the  course  in  the  Law  Department  of  Yale  Col- 
lege, and  was  graduated  in  1843.    The  «ame  year  he  was  admitted  to  the 
W'aync  county  Bar  and  in  the  iollovving  year  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession with  George  V.  N.  Lothrop.    This  partnership  was  continued  for 
twelve  years  and  was  broken  off  by  the  entrance  of  Mr.  Lothrop  into  the 
arena  of  politics.    For  ten  years  Mr.  Duffield  was  alone  in  his  practice 
when  he  received  his  brother,  Henry  M.  Duffield,  into  partnership.  This 

continued  until  187?,  and  was  succeeded  by  a  business  association  with  his 
son  Hethunc.  under  the  firm  name  of  rJuffield  &  iJuftiel;].  In  I1S47  iie  was 
elected  city  attoniey  of  Detroit,  and  lor  more  than  twenty  years  lield  the 
position  of  secretary  of  the  Wayne  county  Bar.  In  1847  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Detroit  Board  of  Education  and  his  services  to  the  public 
schools  of  the  city  were  so  numerous  and  effective  that  he  was  styled  the 
"father  of  the  Detroit  high  school."  He  was  on  the  Board  for  thirteen 
years  and  took  a  leading  part  in  the  successlul  ci'l'orl  to  compel  the  city  to 
pay  over  the  proceeds  of  the  fines  collected  in  the  municipal  courts  to  the 
Library  Commission.  The  Duffield  Union  School  on  Clinton  street  bears 
his  name,  an  honor  richly  deserved.  Mr.  Duffield  was  much  interested  in 
the  cause  of  temperance,  and  was  an  honored  and  beloved  member  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  church.  In  all  its  varied  activities  his  influence  was  felt, 
and  he  was  ready  for  work  anywhere  he  was  needed.    Harper  Hospital 
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and  Elmwood  Cemetery  had  in  him  a  generous  supporter.  In  earlv  life  he 
was  a  Whig,  but  when  the  Republican  party  became  national,  he  enlisted 
under  its  banner,  and  kept  step  to  its  Iriumphatit  maxch  as  long  as  he 
lived.  He  sought  no  office  and  would  accept  none,  but  his  voice  was 
freely  rendered  in  every  campaign  for  the  party  which  he  honored.  What 
he  did  during  the  years  of  the  Great  Rebellion  to  sustain  and  strengthen 
the  Union  sentiment  throughout  the  west  can  never  be  told,  flis  poetic 
gift  was  far  beyond  the  ordinary  range.  His  *'  Battle  of  Lake  lirie  '  was 
a  historical  poem  of  much  movement  and  life.  His  "  De  Arte  Medendi," 
read  at  the  Detroit  Medical  College,  was  a  happy  blending  of  wit,  feeling 
and  reverence.  About  a  year  before  his  death  he  sent  out  a  little  volume 
of  verse  under  the  title  of  '*  Stray  Songs  of  Life."  This  article  conclude.? 
with  a  poem  found  pencilled  In  his  pocket-book  after  hie  death.*  ITc  wa.s 
an  honorable  useful  man  ot  kindly  impulses,  pure  spirit  and  iotty  cliaracter. 
He  kept  his  early  faith  and  his  heart  was  ever  young.  He  died  in  Detroit, 
March  12,  1891,  and  was  mourned  by  the  entire  city.  His  ashes  rest  in 
.Elmwood  Cemetery,  and  his  name  is  green  in  many  hearts. 

*"Ahi'. !  fnr  liiiii  who  never  sees 

The  stars  shine  through  the  cypress  trees, 
Who  hopeless  lays  his  dead  away, 
Nor  looks  to  see  the  breaking  day 
Across  the  mournrul  marbles  play: 
Who  has  not  learned  in  hours  of  faith 
The  truth  to  time  and  sense  unknown. 
That  Life  is  ever  Lord  of  Death, 
And  Love  can  never  lose  his  own." 


EUGENE  PRINGLE,  Jackson.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  descended 
from  a  Scotch  ancestor  who  came  to  America  in  1689  and  settled  at  New 
London,  Connecticut.  The  grandson  of  this  ancestor  settled  in  Duche.*t.s 
county,  New  York,  and  two  generations  later  F.sbon  Frinide  lived  in  Rich- 
field, Otsego  county,  New  York.  The  latter  was  the  grandtathcr  of  Eugene 
Pringle,  who  was  bom  at  Richfield  December  i,  1826,  the  oldest  child  of 
Homer  and  Harriet  Hatch  Pringle.  His  father  purposed  in  early  life  to 
enter  the  ministry  of  the  Episcopal  church,  and  was  shaping  his  education 
to  that  end  when,  at  the  -ip-e  of  twenty,  he  became  sick  and  was  oblif^ed  to 
leave  college  and  spend  two  years  in  the  South  in  the  recovery  of  his  health. 
Upon  the  advice  of  piiysicians  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  lead 
an  open  air  life,  he  relinquished  his  purpose  to  become  a  minister  and 
engaged  in  farming.  He  removed  to  Chautauqua  county  in  1828  and 
remained  there  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
His  library  contained  hi*;  coliej^e  text  books,  from  some  of  which  home 
instnictii >ii  in  the  l,atin  IcUilmuiih:  was  given  to  Euf^ene  long  before  he 
reached  the  usual  age  of  pursuing  thai  .study.  Under  the  tuition  of  a  cul- 
tured father  at  home,  and  in  the  public  schoob,  Eugene's  early  education 
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was  obtained  until  he  reached  the  nr^c  of  fifleon.  For  thiee  years  there- 
after he  was  a  student  in  the  academy  at  Mayvilic,  New  York,  except 
during  the  winters,  when  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  district  schoob.  In 
the  spring  after  he  was  eighteen  he  commenced  the  study  of  the  law  at 
Batavia,  New  York,  in  the  ofHce  of  Redficld  &  Pringle,  with  whom  he 
rem-iincd  until  admitted  tn  the  l^ar  in  1849.  While  reading  law  he  pur- 
■<iu  (1  the  study  of  Greek  and  Latin,  reciting m  a  classical  school  at  Batavia, 
and  abo  took  lessons  in  the  modern  languages.  After  continuing  in  prac- 
tice nearly  two  years  at  Batavia,  he  came  to  Jackson,  Michigan,  in  Decem* 
ber,  1850,  where  he  has  since  remained.  His  first  law  partner  was  Samuel 
H.  Kimball,  and  the  partnership  continued  until  Kimball  left  the  city,  in 
the  summer  of  1852.  Hi":  next  partnership  w;is  with  J')hn  C.  Fitzgerald, 
for  one  vear  (l85?~5r)),  and  that  was  <;ucccedcd  bv  orur  w  ith  Edward  Pom- 
eroy  which  lasted  until  Pouicruy  went  to  the  war,  in  April,  1861.  He  was 
then  alone  in  business  till  September,  1894,,  when  A.  E.  Hewett  became 
and  still  continues  to  be  his  partner.  In  1852  Mr.  Pringle  was  elected  Cir- 
cuit Court  Commissioner.  In  1853  he  was  elected  village  recorder,  and 
afterwards  re-elected.  In  1 8:; 6  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney,  and 
two  years  later  was  re-elected.  He  was  city  attorney  of  Jack=;nn  in  1859 
and  i860.  In  i860  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  and  served  a 
term  as  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  In  1862  he  was 
appointed  Military  Secretary  to  Governor  Blair,  and  held  the  office  until 
the  end  of  1864  and  the  close  of  the  gubernatorial  term.  In  1866  he  was 
elected  State  Senator,  and  in  1867  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  constitu- 
tional convention.  In  that  year  he  was  appointed  Kttgister  in  Bankruptcy, 
on  the  nomination  of  Chief  Justice  Chase  of  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court, 
and  continued  to  hold  the  position  until  the  bankruptcy  law  was  repealed, 
in  1878.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  five  years, 
beginning  in  1871 ;  was  appointed  Commissioner  of  Insurance  in  1883  and 
held  the  office  two  years.  He  was  elected  Mayor  of  Jackson  in  1881;:  in 
1886  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Jackson  county  as  a  candidate 
on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  was  the  only  Democrat  elected  in  the  county 
that  year,  in  1880,  and  again  in  1888,  he  was  the  nominee  of  his  party 
for  representative  in  Congress  in  a  district  having  so  large  an  adverse 
majority  as  to  make  the  race  hopeless.  In  1881  he  was  the  candidate  of 
the  Bar  for  Circuit  Judge  and  received  the  endorsement  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  although  running  many  hundred  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket,  was 
defeated  because  his  party  was  then  hopelessly  in  the  minority  in  the  two 
counties  composing  the  district.  He  was  also  the  Democratic  nominee 
and  unsuccessful  candidate  for  Lieutenant  Governor  in  1882.  In  boyhood 
Mr.  Pringle  was  inclined  to  be  a  Democrat,  but  did  not  act  witli  that  parly 
on  account  of  its  attitude  on  the  question  of  slaver\'  until  1872,  since 
which  time  he  has  called  himself  a  Democrat.    In  July,  he  severed 

his  connection  with  the  faction  of  the  party  which  nommated  Bryan,  and 
subsequently  had  some  part  in  the  movement  which  culminated  in  the 
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Indianapolis  convention  nrtd  the  defeat  of  tbc  Chicago  candidate.  In 
1856-57  he  was  active  in  Uic  steps  taken  to  secure  tlie  Toledo  Branch  of 
the  Lake  Shore  Railroad,  and  from  1865  to  1871  most  of  his  inne  was 
spent  in  the  preliminaiy  and  attorney  work  for  the  Grand  River  Valley,  and 
Jackson  and  Ft.  Wayne,  and  Michigan  Air  Line  Railroads,  with  some 
work  for  other  projects  and  occasional  employment  as  counsel  by  the 
Michigan  Centra!  and  other  railroad  corporation--.  Mr.  Prin^jle  has  a  high 
professional  standing,  both  as  a  lawyer  and  a  man.  He  has  been  for  sev- 
eral years  President  of  the  Jackson  Bar  Association.  He  is  a  solid,  matter* 
of-fact  man,  strong  in  what  may  be  termed  saving  common  sense.  He 
would  not  be  regarded  as  a  brilliant  speaker,  but  is  logical  and  forcible. 
He  Is  esteemed  by  the  people  of  his  community  generally  as  a  profound 
thinker  and  is  entitled  to  the  estimate. 


JAMES  A.  JACOKES,  Pontiac.    Judge  Jacokes  was  bom  in  Geneva, 

New  York,  November  1S34,  ^>od  came  of  a  long  line  of  Aincncan 
ancestr)'.  His  falhrr.  Rev.  Dr.  D.  C.  Jacokes,  was  beloved  by  .ill  in  Oak- 
lanu  county,  as  everywhere  clsse  in  Michigan.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  the 
Methodist  Church.  He  played  as  active  a  part  as  any  man  in  his  day  in 
building  up  that  great  denomination  in  this  State.  He  was  chaplain  of  the 
Fifth  Michigan  Infantry  and  accompanied  his  regiment  to  the  seat  of  war. 
He  was  afterwards  appointed  chaplain  of  the  Rastern  Asylum  for  the 
Insane  at  Pontiac  and  filled  that  responsible  po-^ition  for  twelve  years, 
exhibiting  such  rare  devotion  to  the  unlortunaic  and  afflicted  as  to  bring 
upon  him  showers  of  blessings.  He  moved  among  his  friends  a  perpetual 
benediction.  He  was  a  Socrates  among  his  people  and  taught  his  pupils 
out  of  pure  love  for  them.  He  was  county  agent  for  juvenile  offenders 
for  many  years,  until  he  became  so  feeble  physically  that  he  v:^<  nnable  to 
perform  his  labors.  It  would  be  useless  to  trj'  to  recount  the  names  of 
young  boys  who  were  accused  of  crime  and  saved  by  his  efforts  from  a  life 
in  prison.  He  was  never  too  busy  to  aid  an  unfortunate  youth  who  had 
no  friends.  If  he  failed  to  reform  him  with  one  trial,  another  was  given. 
He  kept  a  microscope  at  his  house  up  to  the  last  days  of  his  life  for  the 
edification  and  diversion  of  his  friends.  Judge  JacoVres-  mother  was 
Mary  A.  Slarrow,  who  was  also  born  in  New  York,  though  her  aiici-stors 
were  of  English  extraction.  The  home  of  young  Jacokes,  tlie  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  a  model  home,  a  great  school.  Here  under  his  father's 
eye,  he  received  the  foundation  of  what  in  after  years  became  a  welkpring 
of  knowledge.  At  an  early  age  he  entered  a  private  academy  at  Grass 
Lake,  Mich.,  and  then  Albion  College  in  1S33,  remaining  in  that  school 
for  three  years.  He  taught  school  for  three  years  in  Macomb  county, 
part  of  the  time  in  the  village  of  Mount  Clemens.  He  studied  law  in  the 
office  of  his  life-long  friend  and  admirer.  Judge  Augustus  C.  Baldwin,  and 


314  BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  MICHIGAN. 

was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1861.     Ilis  '^athrr  having^  crone  to  the  war  it 
became  necessary  for  him  to  cam  money,  and  althrKigh  he  was  attracted  to 
the  battle  fields  of  the  South  he  was  mviied  by  Judge  Baldwin  to  enter 
his  office.    There  he  began  a  remunerative  practice  with  a  long  series  of 
successful  business  ventures,  cementing  bonds  of  friendship  which  can 
never  be  broken  until  one  of  them  is  called  to  cross  the  Great  Divide. 
Mr.  Jacokes  was  elected  Circuit  Court  Commis=ionerin  1862,  was  rf-o!ccted 
in  1864,  and  again  in  1870.     He  was  attorne\  of  tliu  city  of  Pontiac  eight 
years.    In         he  was  elected  Judge  of  Probate,  in  which  office  he  won 
many  friends  by  his  sterling  integrity,  strict  devotion  to  duty,  and  his 
impartial  and  just  decisions.    He  richly  merits  the  title  of  Judge,  which 
will  cling  to  him  through  life.    In  1880  Judge  Jacokes  returned  to  his 
law  partnership  with  Judge  Baldwin.     In  that  year  he  was  elected  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  and  has  been  snccc>si\  cly  re-elected  up  to  1896. 
As  an  active  member  and  president  ut  the  board  of  education,  he  has 
played  no  small  part  in  holding  up  the  high  standard  of  the  public  schools 
of  the  city.    He  keeps  diligent  watch  of  all  the  different  school  systems, 
and  will  ever  see  to  it  that  the  Pontiac  sdiools  are  in  the  forefront.  He 
takes  much  pride  in  the  hip^h  sciiool  which  opens  it«:  doors  to  every  boy 
and  ^ir)  of  <^uitablc  age  and  acquirt meals  withiti  its  prccmcts.  Judge 
Jacokes  possesses  a  very  dignified  anti  pieasnig  address.    He  is  a  courteous 
gentleman,  with  fine  social  qualities,  having  a  kindly  smile  and  an  honest 
hand  for  all  his  fellows.    His  residence  is  in  a  very  pleasant  part  of  the 
city,  whither  he  led  as  bride  Miss  Camilla  Manning,  October  15,  1867. 
She  wasadaughtcr  of  Judge  Randolph  Manning,  Associate  Ju.stice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State.    Mrs.  Jacokes  was  a  devoted  and  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  ilpiscopal  Church.     Her  death,  November 
21,  1890,  and  that  of  the  Judge's  father,  January  11,  1894,  and  mother 
November  11,  1895,  following  in  quick  succession,  brought  a  great 
shadow  of  loneliness  to  his  happy  household.    Judge  Jacokes  has  moved 
among  his  companions  since  his  great  bereavement,  as  one  who  has  a  mis- 
sion of  love  to  perform,  and  who  pa.ssmg  through  hfe  but  once  has  so 
ordered  his  course  that  his  fellow  men  are  the  better  for  his  walks  and 
talks  among  them.    He  is  a  Methodist,  firm  in  the  faith  and  convictions 
of  his  father,  and  liberal  and  warm-hearted  toward  all  those  who  differ 
from  him.    He  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views  and  discharges  his 
duties  as  a  citizen  with  the  same  regard  for  the  high  moral  principles 
which  has  controlled  hi'^  private  life.    It  is  not  often  in  out  American  life 
that  the  son  retains  and  quietly  permits  an  added  lustre  to  gather  around  so 
many  traits  of  character  which  made  beautiful  for  more  than  half  a  century 
the  lives  of  his  father  and  himself,  two  of  Pontiac 's  much  respected  citizens. 
When  talked  to  about  his  own  successful  career  in  the  law,  Jud-e  Jacokes 
simply  say-.  "AH  the  work  has  been  done  by  Judge  Baldwin.     He  has 
wrought,  with  heroism  and  infinite  patience,  a  mighty  work  throughout  his 
busy,  useful  Ufe.    1  have  simply  kept  guard  while  he  was  doing  it.*' 
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THOMAS  A.  WILSON,  Jackson.  The  subject  of  thh  bioiriaphy  h  of 
Scotch- Welsli  extraction.  His  lather,  Thomas  Wilson,  was  a  Scotchman, 
born  in  Rutherglen,  a  suburb  of  Glasgow,  who  learned  the  trade  of  weaver 
and  followed  that  occupation  until  1856;  then  settled  in  Michigan  and 
engaged  in  farming  f  or  :he  remainder  of  his  life.  His  mother  was  a  native 
of  Albany.  New  York,  her  family  name  wa.s  Wing  and  her  anrestors  were 
Welsh.  Thomas  A.  Wilson  was  born  in  a  small  town  called  Log  ("t*y.  in 
Madison  county,  state  of  New  Yoik,  April  22,  1S36,  and  was  brought  to 
the  state  of  Michigan  by  his  parents,  who  arrived  in  Jackson  county  and 
settled  there  June  i8th  of  the  same  year,  AH  of  his  life,  therefore,  except 
the  first  eight  weeks,  has  been  spent  in  Michigan.  He  was  trained  in  boy* 
hood  to  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  followed  that  employment  until 
he  was  twenty  ci;_;lit  \'enrs  of  age.  His  only  education  of  a  literary  char- 
acter was  that  obtained  in  tlie  common  country  schools.  Mr.  Wilson  ii> 
not  clear  in  his  mind  as  to  all  of  the  influences  that  led  to  his  abandoning 
the  business  of  farming  and  taking  up  the  legal  profession.  The  sugges- 
tion that  he  do  this  came  from  some  of  his  friends,  and  he  consulted 
John  D.  Conely,  now  of  Detroit,  then  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Jackson, 
and  acted  upon  his  advice.  Mr.  Conely  was  his  friend,  and  he  relied 
upon  his  judgment  and  interested  friendship.  His  preliminary  reading 
was  largely  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Conely,  where  he  spent  about  fifteen 
months.  Mr.  Wilson  freely  accords  to  Mr.  Conely  very  considerable 
credit  for  whatever  success  he  may  have  attained  in  the  law,  and  considers 
himself  a  debtor  to  his  fir-^t  adviser  and  instructor  in  the  profession.  After 
leaving  the  office  he  attended  the  Chicago  Law  School,  under  Professors 
Hurd  and  Booth,  for  six  months,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Illinois  in  the  spring  of  1866.  Later  in  the  same  year  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the  State  of  Michigan  at  Jackson.  He  located  for 
practice  first  at  East  Saginatv,  where  he  remained  one  year,  and  then  returned 
to  Jackson,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  his  early  practice  he  was  in  part- 
nership for  about  six  months  with  a  lawyer  by  the  name  ot  JBeard.sley.  With 
this  exception  he  conducted  his  legal  business  alone  until  August,  1S91, 
when  a  copartnership  was  formed  with  William  S.  Cobb,  his  present  associ- 
ate business.  His  practice  has  been  largely  local  in  character,  although  he 
has  had  from  time  to  time  considerable  business  in  surrounding  counties. 
The  cta.«;.s  of  cases  which  he  has  condactrd  are  such  as  u.sually  occupy  the 
time  of  uisi  prius  courts,  involving  almost  all  matters  of  legal  controversy 
in  a  county  seat  or  an  agricultural  district.  He  has  taken  all  kinds  of 
civil  business,  and  been  retained  in  important  criminal  cases.  He  was 
counsel  for  defendant  in  the  Crouch  Murder  Case,  which  probably  occa- 
sioned more  notoriety  and  awakened  more  interest  in  the  locality  than 
any  other  case  tried  at  Jackson  in  recent  years.  Before  takint^  up  the 
study  of  law  Mr,  VViison  was  treasurer  of  Liberty  township  for  two  terms, 
and  justice  of  the  peace  for  two  years.    After  engaging  in  the  practice.at 
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Jackson  he  was  recorder  of  the  city  for  two  ternns,  from  the  pprinp;^  of 
i860  to  that  of  1871.  He  filied  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney  one 
term,  from  Januarj'  I,  iS/i,  to  January  i,  1873.  He  was  appointed  city 
attorney  in  1874,  and  he]d  the  office  for  two  terms.  He  has  manifested 
deep  interest  in  educational  aiTairs,  and  been  a  member  of  the  school 
board  in  District  No.  i  for  about  sixteen  years.  For  the  past  five  years  - 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  hospital  board  of  the  city.  He  is  not  a 
member  of  any  club,  fraternity  or  society.  Politically  he  has  always  been 
a  Democrat,  During  the  campaign  of  1896  he  supported  actively  the 
movement  in  his  party  in  favor  of  sound  money,  and  in  opposition  to 
the  platform  of  the  Chicago  Convention.  He  was  a  member  of  the  com* 
mittcc  that  met  at  Indianapolis  and  issued  a  call  for  the  National  Demo- 
cratic Convention.  He  was  also  a  delegate  to  that  convention,  and  was 
chosen  to  represent  his  '-tatc  on  the  National  Committct  .  Mr.  Wilson 
has  a  good  legal  mind,  and  has  so  appUed  himself  to  the  law  as  to  become 
well  versed  in  the  fundamental  principles  and  well  informed  in  the  reports 
of  decisions,  and  in  all  of  the  standard  commentaries  or  works  on  various 
kinds  of  pleading.  He  has  established  a  reputation  for  honesty,  industry 
and  promptness  not  excelled  by  that  of  any  m.^n  in  the  State.  .As  a  lawyer 
he  studies  his  cases  thoroutxhly,  biii!;.;ins.;  to  their  considerat ii m  a  lar^e 
measure  of  common  sense  and  excellent  judginent.  He  applies  to  tlicm  the 
law  with  discrimination,  and  always  knows  what  he  desires  to  establish  by 
proof  before  going  into  court.  In  the  trial  of  a  case  he  is  careful  and 
watchful,  guarding  the  interest  of  his  client,  but  never  employing  methods 
which  are  not  recognized  n<:  proper  and  honorable.  lie  is  a  candid  lav.-yer 
who  never  seeks  to  gain  adv. mt age  by  an  unfair  or  pailial  statement  of  his 
case.  He  is  lirni  in  his  convictions  and  persistent  in  his  efforts  to  accom- 
plish whatever  he  undertakes.  He  is  a  man  of  fine  physique  and  attract- 
ive presence;  is  genial  and  companionable,  always  impressing  favorably 
the  stranger  who  meets  him.  His  character,  based  upon  a  naturally 
stronty  mind,  with  excellent  !u n  dity,  has  been  a  {;;rnwth  developed  by  the 
exercise  of  good  impulses,  an  honest  purpose  and  the  practice  of  the  car- 
dinal virtues.  The  probity  of  his  life  is  unquestioned  and  unquestionable. 
Mr.  Wilson  has  been  married  twice.  His  first  wife  was  Harriet  Hutchins, 
by  whom  he  had  one  child,  a  daughter,  who  is  still  living.  He  was  mar- 
ried the  second  time  tn  1666  to  Matilda  Hutchins,  by  whom  he  has  had 
three  children,  one  son  and  two  daughters.  One  of  the  latter  is  still  liv- 
ing and  the  other  dead.  His  son,  Waiter  S.,  is  a  member  of  the  Bar  of 
Jackson. 
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WILLIAM  O.  WEBSTER,  Ionia.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born 
in  Sennett,  Cayuga  county,  Xcw  York,  February  20,  1842.  He  was  the 
son  of  William  and  Flora  Long  Webster,  who  had  removed  from  Connecti- 
cut, his  father  coming  iii  182 1  and  his  mother  in  1841.  His  father  was  a 
man  of  prominence  in  the  country,  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity  and 
upn't^htnec';,  and  one  whose  advice  and  counsel  were  sought  for  and  valued 
by  his  tricnds  and  towns-people.  He  died  in  August,  1872,  upon  his  farm 
in  Sennett,  where  his  widow  still  lives.  William  O.  lived  upon  the  home 
farm  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  Monroe  Collegi- 
ate Institute,  where  he  was  prepared  for  College,  entering  as  freshman  at 
Hamilton  College  in  1 86 1  where  he  was  graduated  from  the  classical 
course  in  1865,  Ir.iving  behind  him  a  fine  reputation  as  an  orator.  The 
year  after  graduation  was  spent  in  teaching,  as  principal  of  the  Academy 
at  Unadilla,  New  York,  and  in  the  fall  of  1866  he  entered  the  Law  School 
of  the  University  of  Michigan.  Here  he  remained  one  year  and  then 
took  up  a  course  of  reading  and  study  in  tlu  1.  \y  office  of  W.  W.  Mitchell 
in  Ionia.  In  January,  1869,  after  passing  the  required  examination  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  by  Judge  Lovell  of  ihe  Circuit  Court.  In  De- 
cember of  the  same  year,  moved  by  tlie  glowing  reports  from  the  land  of 
the  setting  sun,  he  went  to  California,  intending  to  make  that  state  his 
home,  but  finding  these  reports  greatly  overdrawn  and  the  prospects  of 
business  not  SO  flattering  as  had  been  represented,  he  returned  to  Ionia 
the  following  year,  where  he  has  continued  to  reside.  He  has  created  for 
himself  in  the  mean  lime  a  most  enviable  reputation  botli  as  a  citizen  and 
a  lawyer.  In  1873  lie  formed  a  co-partnership  with  lidgar  M.  Marble, 
now  of  Washington,  D.  C.  After  Mr.  Marble  had  been  appointed  Assist- 
ant Solicitor  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior  under  President  Hayes,  Mr. 
Webster  continued  the  practice  alone  for  six  years  when  he  admitted  to 
partnership  a  former  student,  now  Judge  Davis  of  the  Circuit  Court;  this 
was  followed  later  by  a  partnership  with  Spencer  G.  Millard  wl  ich  was 
dissolved  in  i8SS,  when  Mr.  Millard  removed  to  Los  Angeles,  Calilornia, 
where  he  became  a  prominent  member  of  the  Bar  and  in  1894  was  elected 
Lieutenant  Governor,  but  died  soon  after  his  election.  Since  1888  Mr. 
Webster  has  been  alone  in  the  conduct  of  his  law  business.  He  is  engaged 
in  practice  of  a  general  chan'cter  wliirli  fakes  lifm  into  all  the  Courts  of 
the  State,  as  well  as  the  District  and  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States. 
He  has  argued  many  important  cases  before  the  Supreme  Court  and  has 
met  with  a  success  most  satisfactory  to  himself  and  to  those  who  have  en- 
trusted, their  matters  to  his  care.  In  1882  he  received  the  nomination  of 
his  party  for  Congress,  but  that  was  the  year  of  the  notable  Democratic 
landslide,  and,  although  receiving  a  very  complimentary  vote,  he  went 
down  with  the  other  nominees  of  his  party  in  the  State,  only  two  republi- 
cans being  elected  to  Congress  in  that  year  from  Michigan.  In  he 
was  nominated  and  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket  as  one  of  the  Presi- 
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dential  Electors  for  Michigan  in  the  memorable  election  of  that  vf  ir.  In 
1874  Mr.  Webster  was  married  to  Miss  Susan  P.  Montgomci\  .  in  Chicago, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  four  children.  The  eide»t  son  died  in  1890 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  The  remaining  son  is  at  this  time  (1896)  a 
Sophomore  in  the  Literary  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  in> 
tending  at  the  dose  of  his  literary  course  to  take  that  of  the  law.  The 
two  daughters  are  students  in  the  Ionia  High  School.  One  of  the  oldest 
and  mrt^f  reputable  members  of  the  profcs<?ion  in  Wc^ten  Michigan,  com- 
menting upon  Mr.  Webster's  high  standing  as  a  lawyer  and  public  speaker 
says;  *' He  never  lacks  for  words  to  express  himself  clearly  and  forcibly 
and  is  direct  and  able  in  the  presentation  of  his  subject.  There  is  not  a 
man  in  the  county  in  whom  the  people  have  more  confidence  as  a  citizen. 
His  integrity  is  beyond  question  and  he  may  be  fitly  characterized  as  a  model 
christian  gentleman.  As  a  husband  and  father  his  life  is  exemplary  in  a 
superlative  degree." 

A  citizen  of  Ionia  gives  this  estimate  of  the  subject:  "Mr.  Web- 
ster is  a  line  instance  of  what  talent  and  perseverance  can  accomplish, 
without  being  boisterous  or  juincccssarily  pugilistic.  Well  read  in  the 
law,  a  man  of  affairs,  *'6tttwUir  m  tiiodo^  /ortitcr  in  re;"  gentle,  yet  per- 
sistent;  affable,  yet  clear  cut  in  his  views  on  moral  and  civic  questions; 
firm  for  the  right, yet  not  insulting  to  those  who  differ  he  has  gone  on  his 
way  these  many  years  in  our  community,  a  power  for  good  as  weil  as  one 
standing  at  the  top  of  his  calling,  only  waiting  we  think  to  adorn  the 
Supreme  Bench  of  his  State.  A  leader  in  church  and  State,  there  has 
been  nn  reform  in  v.hicli  he  lia=;  not  had  a  share,  no  good  work  that  has 
not  instinctively  turned  towards  him  as  a  friend,  no  worthy  cause  that  he 
has  not  befriended.  Exemplary  in  his  life  as  well  as  successful  in  his  law 
practice,  a  friend  and  helper  of  ;:';ood  men  and  of  good  causes,  he  has  not 
been  simply  a  successful  lawyer,  but  a  successful  man  as  well,  and  is  in  his 
history  a  proof  that  it  is  not  the  calling  that  adorns  the  man  but  the  man 
that  adorns  the  calling," 


ROGER  WILLIAMS  BUTTERFIELD,  Grand  Rapids.  Hisfatherwas 
the  Rev.  Isaac  Butterfield,who  for  more  than  half  a  century  was  an  active  and 
efficient  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Isaac  Butterfield  was  a  scholarly 
divine,  a  sound  reasoner  and  polished  orator,  earnest  and  faithful  in  his 

calling.  Althoiicjli  the  itincrar\'^  does  not  belong  to  the  polity  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  its  ministers  an.  not  installed  in  permanent  pastorates.  Kcv. 
Mr.  Butterfield  was  accustonicd  to  work  in  the  vineyard  wherever  the 
Master  called.  During  his  many  pastorates  he  was  beloved  by  his  con- 
gregations and  attached  to  his  home,  but  he  did  not  hesitate  to  remove 
from  village  to  city  and  from  east  to  west  along  the  paths  where  his  duty 
seemed  to  lie  and  the  opportunities  for  doing  good  seemed  larp^est.  He 
went  with  his  family  from  Elbrid.^t-  to  Oswego  in  1 846  where  he  remained 
nine  years;  thence  to  Watertown  where  iic  remained  two  years  and  thence 
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to  Davenport.  Inwa.  Roger  was  born  April  25,  1844,  in  the  village  of 
Rlhridj^p.  Onondaga  County,  Nev,'  York,  and  lived  at  the  several 
places  mentioned  in  his  childliood  and  youth.  He  was  thirteen  years  of 
age  when  he  left  his  native  state  for  the  west.  His  boyhood  had  been 
favored  by  excellent  paternal  training  and  the  rudiments  of  an  education 
had  been  acquired,  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State  of  New  York.  At 
fifteen  he  entered  Gn>\voId  rollc'T;r  At  O-ivrnpnrt,  a  school  under  the  pat- 
ronage ol  the  Pioioslani  l^pi->co[);il  (/luirt  :k  In  this  school  and  the  col- 
lege at  Adrian,  Michigan,  he  pursued  his  literary  ■  tudies  until  February  i, 
1865,  when  he  entered  Princeton  College,  New  Jersey,  in  the  middle  of 
the  junior  year.  He  completed  the  course  of  study  with  his  class  and 
W  IS  ,M  if,  (!  with  honors  in  June,  1866.  He  took  the  degrees  A.B.  and 
A.M.  It  iiad  been  his  father*?  intention  that  Roger  should  rnter  the 
ministry ;  but  upon  graduatinf^  from  coiici^a  he  reached  the  th  t.  rmination 
to  enter  the  profession  of  the  law.  Following  his  inclination  in  that  regard, 
and  with  a  desire  to  make  as  thorough  preparation,  as  possible,  he  entered 
the  law  school  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  during  the  vacations 
pursued  a  course  of  reading  in  the  law  office  of  Moore  &  Griffin,  of 
Detroit.  Tic  was  {graduated  from  the  law  school  in  1868.  He  then 
entered  the  office  of  the  Hon.  John  W.  Champlin  at  Grand  Rapids. 
Judge  Champlin  recognized  Mr.  Butterfield's  fitness  for  the  profession  of 
the  law  and  within  a  few  months  extended  to  him  an  offer  of  partnership. 
On  January  i ,  1 869,  the  firm  of  Champlin  &  Butterfield  was  formed. 
Four  years  later  Hon  J.  C.  Fitz  Gerald  came  to  Grand  Rapids  from  Mar- 
shall and  was  admitted  to  the  firm.  Mr.  Butterfield  continued  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  firm  until  Marcli,  1876,  when  he  retired,  and  for  two  years  fol- 
lowing carried  on  practice  alone.  In  June,  1878,  he  became  associated 
with  Edward  W.  Withey,  now  deceased,  under  the  firm  name  of  Butter- 
field  Bl  Withey.  This  partnership  relation  continued  for  about  two  and 
a  half  years.  For  several  years  thereafter  Mr.  Butterfield  practised  alone. 
On  January  1,  1S.S7.  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Willard  F.  Kcenev, 
under  the  firm  name  of  iiutterfield  &  Keeney,  and  that  firm  has  been  main- 
tained without  change  until  the  present  time.  Mr.  Butterfield  is  a 
thorough  lawyer,  giving  to  the  investigation  of  every  question  the  careful 
thought  and  sedulous  application  essential  to  its  understanding.  His  con- 
victions on  nny  isubject  of  inpnrtancc  arc  deep  and  he  always  has  the  cour- 
age to  1  xj)rc^s  tliem  as  occa.sion  may  require.  Judf^e  Champlin  says  of  !iim : 
ile  will  not  permit  himself  to  be  deceived  by  his  sympathies  or  wishes 
to  make  the  worse  appear  the  better  reason,  or  by  the  glamour  which 
false  logic  too  often  throws  over  the  subject  of  investigation."  Within 
the  pale  of  his  profession  he  has  kept  pace  with  the  progress  of  the  times. 
He  is  ever  alert  to  the  interests  of  his  client,  bringing  into  the  trial  of  a 
cause  all  tile  eneri^)'  .itu!  sinpfleness  of  nurpope  es.sential  to  secure  the  best 
results.  He  is  too  ambitious  to  be  saii.sned  with  anyttiing  below  the  best 
attainments,  and  too  conscientious  to  be  indifferent  to  the  obligations  of 
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the  profession.  lie  is  kno'\\'n  as  an  able  trial  law^'er,  and  his  business 
sagacity  has  made  him  \'alufd  as  a  counsellor.  He  is  cngaLjcd  in  gen- 
eral practice  and  various  causes  argued  by  him  wiil  be  found  in  llic  reports 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan,  the  Federal  Courts  of  the  Sixth  Cir- 
cuit and  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  He  is  broadly  cul- 
tured, of  wide  and  varied  reading,  particularly  in  the  fields  of  En^^^h'sh  and 
American  history  nnd  h!tcrntitrc.  He  his  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
selected  private  librdiics  in  tlir  stale,  saiil  to  contain  more  than  5,000  vol- 
umes. He  was  married  in  May,  1876,  to  Leonora  I.  Drake,  of  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana.  They  have  four  children^  His  domestic  and  social 
attachments  are  the  strongest.  While  Mr.  Butterfield's  life  has  been 
give  to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  he  has  not  been  indifferent  to  mat- 
ters affecting  the  pnhlic  we  lfare.  He  has  been  the  firm  and  consistent 
friend  of  both  common  sciiool  and  higher  education.  In  TS87,  he  was 
elected  one  of  the  Regents  of  tlxc  University  of  Michigan,  an  office  for 
which  his  scholarship  and  talents  as  a  man  of  affairs  fit  him  most  admira- 
bly. In  1895  at  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  of  service  as  regent  he  was 
nominated  by  acclamation  by  the  Republican  State  Convention  for  a 
second  term  in  the  same  office  and  was  elected  thcrctn  at  the  spring  elec- 
tion of  that  year.  PoHtira!!)'  he  is  a  Republican,  although  the  field  of 
politics  has  never  tempted  him  to  turn  aside  from  the  professional  life 
upon  which  he  entered  nearly  thirty  years  ago.  He  is  possessed  of  public  spirit 
and  has  been  identified  with  many  enterprises  which  tend  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  community.  He  is  connected  as  director  or  stockholder 
with  many  of  the  most  important  industrial  and  financial  institutions  of 
Grand  Rapids. 


MOSES  TAGGART,  Grand  Rapids.    Moses  Taggart,  one  of  the  leading 

lawyers  of  Kent  county,  was  born  at  Wilson,  Niagara  county,  New  York, 
Fcbruar\-  2j,  1843.  His  ancestors  were  men  of  character,  ability,  educa- 
tion and  resources.  His  great-grandfather,  James  Ts^^rt,  emig^ted 
from  Ireland  to  America  in  boyhood  and  settled  in  Londonderry,  New 
Hampshire.  His  grandfather,  Samuel  Tag^rt,  a  native  of  Londonderry, 
was  bom  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  was  graduated  from  Dart- 
mouth at  twenty,  and  licenced  to  preach  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  during 
the  year  that  the  American  colonics  declared  their  independence  of  British 
domination.  Samuel  Ti^gart  was  for  many  years  pastor  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church  of  Colerain,  Massachusetts,  where  he  died  in  1825.  He  served 
fourteen  years  as  a  member  of  Congress  from  a  district  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  having  been  first  elected  in  1802  as  a  Federalist.  While  at 
Washini^ton  he  became  the  intimate  friend  of  the  great  Chief  Justice,  John 
Marshall.  He  was  a  man  of  large  abilities  and  retentive  memory;  a 
powerful  speaker  and  a  writer  of  recognized  force  on  religious  subjects,  as 
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well  as  political  topics.    Moses  Taggart  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the 
American   Revolution,   hy  virtue  of  his  maternal  grandfather,  Ichabod 
Cone'ii  enlistment  and  service,  both  in  the  State  of  CoiiiiecticLit  and  New 
York,  in  the  Continental  army.  He  was  educated  at  the  Collegiate  Institute 
at  Wilson,  New  York,  and  afterwards  studied  law  in  the  office  of  his  uncle, 
Judge  Moses  Taggart,  ex-judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  Court  of 
Appeals  of  New  \\>vl:.  who  lived      Patrivi.i.     Tn  scI'Ttinf:  thr  l^niversity  of 
Michigan  as   tin'   pLuc  :n  which  he  ^ ii(,)iihK;i>iiij)lrt;- hi-;  jjrcparation  for  the 
practice  of  law,  he  was  doubtless  influenced  by  ihc  inclinalion  lo  come  west 
for  a  location  before  engaging  in  practice.  He  might  have  gone  to  Columbia 
Law  School,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  which  was  much  older  and  at  that 
time  in  the  zenith  of  its  fame,  under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  Dwight:  but 
he  preferred  the  law  school  of  the  University,  even  thoutyh  it  had  been 
established  only  eight  years.     He  was  graduated  from  this  school  in  1867 
and  admitted  to  the  liar  of  New  York  State  at  Buffalo  the  same  year.  He 
moved  to  Michigan  in  1868  and  located  for  a  short  time  at  Cedar  Springs, 
but  finally  settled  at  Grand  Rapids.    In  the  practice  of  law  at  Grand 
Rapids,  he  was  first  associated  with  R.  A.  Harlan  and  Eugene  E.  Allen. 
Since  1875  he  has  been  in  partnership  with  L.  W.  VVolcott,  and  the  firm 
is  now  Taggart,  Wolcott  and  Ganson.    Mr.  Taggart  lias  been  elected 
Attorney  General  of  Michigan  twice  and  filled  the  office  with  exceptional 
ability  and  perfect  faithfulness.    During  his  exercise  of  the  functions  of 
this  office  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  the  Bar  generally  throughout  the 
State  and  won  the  respect  of  all  by  his  candor,  courtesy  and  impartiality. 
His  conduct  was  rcirnlatcd  by  ;\  hij^h  standard  of  morality  and  a  keen 
sensibility  of  the  importance  and  sometimes  delicacy  of  the  ofticiai  duties 
imposed  upon  him.    He  was  frequently  called  upon  to  explain  or  construe 
statutes  in  advance  of  any  judicial  expression  upon  the  same,  and  he 
established  the  reputation  of  preparing  his  opinions  thereon  conscientiously 
and  expressing  his  views  with  unusual  clearnc?=;.     The  law  has  engaged  his 
attention  absolutely  since  he  first  engaged  in  tlie  practice,  and  he  ha«  (-'ni- 
iormiy  exhibited  ability,  industry  and  skill  as  a  practitioner.    He  is  a  man 
of  strong  convictions,  which  have  due  weight  in  his  management  of  cases. 
His  arguments  are  characterized  by  a  directness  which  reaches  and  influ- 
ences the  minds  of  the  jury.    His  perception  is  quick  and  he  is  a  tactician 
of  rare  diplomacy.    He  is  therefore  a  successful  practitioner,  favored  with 
a  ]ar<^p  clientage.    Mr.  Taggart's  friendship  is  marked  hy  a  sincerity  and 
firmness  which  always  command  respect.    His  Christianity  is  of  the  practi- 
cal sort  which  affects  the  daily  life  and  conversation.    In  the  relations  of 
society  and  citizenship  he  aims  to  be  guided  as  nearly  as  possible  by  the 
Golden  Rule.    He  was  married  October  17,  1872,  to  Miss  Lillie  Ganson, 
of  Yp^ilanti.    His  children  are  Ganson,  Ralph  C.,.  James  M.,  Van  Cleve 
and  Anna. 
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WILLIAM  D.  FULLER,  Grand  Rapids.  Hon.  William  D.  Fuller  is 
Reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan.  He  was  born  ,it  Chardon, 
Geauga  county.  Ohio,  September  3,  1840.  His  primary  education  was 
obtained  in  the  common  schools  of  Michigan;  his  higher  education  at 
Hiram  College,  Ohio,  of  which  James  A.  Gariield  was  president.  The 
associations  of  this  school,  perhaps  lightly  r^arded  at  the  time,  have 
become  a  hallowed  memory  through  the  election  of  its  president  to  be 
president  of  the  Ignited  ?>tates  and  his  subsequent  martyrdom.  William 
D,  was  tiie  third  son  of  Edson  Fuller  and  Celira  Canfield.  His  father  was 
a  native  of  Cazenovia,  New  York,  bom  in  iSog^the  year  which  produced 
so  many  illustrious  men,  including  Lincoln  and  Gladstone  and  Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes,  and  the  venerable  Richard  W.  Thompson,  of  Indiana, 
late  a  secretary  of  the  navy.  Edson  Fuller  was  progressive  and  enterprise 
ing.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  came  west  and  settled  in  northern 
Ohio,  where,  in  1830,  he  married  Celira  Caiifield.  The  latter  was  descended 
from  a  Huguenot  family,  which  settled  on  the  river  Cam,  in  England,  in 
the  fourteenth  century,  on  a  tract  of  land  granted  by  the  Crown.  The 
first  descendant  of  this  Norman  family  who  emigrated  to  America  was  Mat* 
thew  Canfield,  who  settled  in  Connecticut,  and  whose  name  was  among 
the  petitioners  to  the  Kin$^  of  EntHand  for  a  royal  charter  for  that  colony. 
He  was  one  of  the  hrst  judges  under  the  charter.  -His  son,  Samuel  I, 
was  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  general  assembly  in  1669 ;  his  grandson, 
Samuel  II,  was  born  at  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  in  1672.  and  married  Abigail 
Austin,  of  Stamford,  in  1709;  their  son  Samuel  III,  was  bom  at  Marl- 
borough, Massachusetts,  July  16,  17 10,  and  his  estate  is  still  in  the  pos* 
session  of  his  descendants.  Thomas  Canfield,  son  of  Samuel  III,  married 
Miss  Burr,  and  their  son,  Oliver  Canfield,  married  Sally  Sherman  in  1782. 
From  this  union  Celira,  the  mother  of  William  D.  Fuller,  was  born  at 
Tyring,  Massachusetts,  July,  18 10.  She  united  intellectual  faculties  of 
remarkable  strength  \(/ith  the  peculiar  gentleness  and  refinement  which 
render  the  womanly  character  lovable.  She  wm-  a  teacher,  a  physician,  a 
writer  and  a  very  earnest  Christian.  Her  ability,  her  Intuitions,  her  nat- 
ural gifts  and  acquirements,  her  aftectionate  disposition  and  innate  love  of 
goodness  qualified  her  admirably  for  the  training  of  her  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  whose  lives  in  some  degree  reflect  her  noble  qualities.  The 
eldest  daughter,  Mrs.  Elma  L.  Hutchison,  who  lately  died,  in  California, 
was  a  practising  physician ;  the  youngest  daughter  died  at  Grand  R&pids, 
at  the  age  of  sixteen.  The  sons  v/ere  and  are  Corydon  E..  who,  ar  time 
of  his  death,  was  president  of  the  Iowa  Loan  &  Trust  Company;  Judge 
Ceylon  C,  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Judicial  Circuit,  Big  Rapids;  William  D., 
Grand  Rapids,  Reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court;  and  Orrin  T.,  interest 
clerk  in  the  Iowa  Loan  &  Trast  Company.  William  D.  Fuller  was  a  lad 
of  five  years  when  the  family  located  in  Grand  Rapids,  where  he  attended 
the  common  schools  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age.    He  was  subject  to 
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the  vicissitudes  of  fortune  -.vhich  bankrupted  liis  uthcr  at  Mishawaka, 
Indiana,  in  the  crash  of   i^S/^  rcturmd  to  Michigan  to  bear  his 

part  of  the  increased  burdens  incident  to  the  reverses.  He  was  brave 
enough  to  work  at  any  employment  which  promised  remuneration,  both  at 
Grand  Rapids  and  Big  Rapids,  to  which  he  removed  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
when  the  place  was  yet  in  the  formative  stage  of  a  fr  nti*  r  village.  He  was 
in  the  rou-nrhe^t  of  the  lumbering  iTidustry  and  among  the  pioneers  in  road- 
building.  Whatever  w^s  necessary  lo  improve  the  country  and  build  a 
town  he  engaged  in  with  the  enihusiasiii  of  youth  and  the  enei^  bom  of 
necessity.  All  of  this  had  its  use  in  fostering  a  robust  and  stalwart  frame 
and  the  cultivation  of  a  vigorous  mind  for  the  important  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  later  years.  Mr  Fuller  took  up  the  reading  and  study 
of  law  in  the  ofRce  of  Col.  J.  II.  Standish,  at  Newaygo,  and  after  an 
examination  by  the  Hon.  F.  J.  l-ittlcjohn,  judge  of  the  Fourteenth  judicial 
Circuit,  was  admitted  to  tlie  Bar  on  the  first  day  of  September,  1864. 
While  a  student  at  law  he  married  Georgiette  H.  Standish,  the  daughter 
of  his  preceptor,  January  i,  1863.  After  practising  law  in  Newaygo  four 
years  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  for  that  co mty  and  re-elected 
in  1870,  serving  two  consecutive  terms.  Hi  tin  n  re  moved  to  Grand 
Rapids  and  was  associated  in  partnersliip  with  Col.  .Standish,  his  former 
preceptor,  from  1 873  to  1880,  when  he  returned  to  Newaygo.  At  this 
time  he  embarked  in  the  publication  of  a  newspaper,  which  be  conducted 
without  relinquishing  his  law  practice.  In  1882  he  was  again  elected  prose* 
cuting  attorney  of  Newaygo  county  and  at  the  commencement  of  his 
official  term  was  appointed  State  swamp-land  road  cnmiiii-isionrr.  In  1887 
he  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  Reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  has 
held  the  office  continuously  smce  that  time.  His  name  has  become  familiar 
to  the  lawyers  of  the  State  through  the  forty-seven  volumes  of  official 
reports  issued  by  him.  He  has  introduced  a  valuable  improvement  which 
is  of  material  service  to  lawyers  who  cite  the  report?.  This  h  a  system  of 
annotation  of  Michit'fan  cases  which  he  has  <  ;ii ployed  in  the  later  volumes. 
In  1889  he  settled  m  Grand  Kapjds,  but  has  an  office  at  Newaygo  in  part- 
nership with  Mr.  Fred  W.  Riblet.  Mr.  Fuller  has  the  valuable  faculty  of 
making  friends  and  retaining  them,  as  well  as  clients.  A  striking  instance 
illustrating  this  faculty  is  found  in  the  relations  which  existed  between 
himself  and  Mr.  Sextus  N.  Wilco.x,  of  Chicacro,  Illinois,  through  an 
acquaintance  beginning  in  186-?  atui  t  xtcnding  over  a  period  of  twenty 
years.  Mr.  Fuller,  who  was  then  pioneering  at  Big  Rapids,  sold  to  Mr. 
Wilcox  100,000  feet  of  saw  logs  which  he  had  helped  to  cut  and  had  him- 
self hauled  to  the  bank  of  the  Muskegon  river.  By  this  transaction  he  won 
the  friendship  and  confidence  of  his  patron  and  afterwards  acquired  sole 
charge  of  his  extensive  legal  bn=inc';<^  relatinp;  to  his  own  lumber  interests 
and  those  of  the  S.  N.  Wilcox  Lumber  Couipany.  Hc  continued  to  be 
attorney  for  his  friend  and  client  durmg  his  life  and  was  the  attorney  of 
his  estate  and  of  the  company  until  the  winding  up  of  their  affairs.  Mr. 
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Fuller's  strong  sense  of  right  impelled  him  to  offer  his  services  free  of 

charg-e  as  one  of  the  connsel  for  the  deffn^e  of  Thoma^^  B.  Batiy,  t  haroed 
with  conspiracy  in  connection  witii  the  great  Sainnaw  strike  of  i  883,wiicn  live 
thousand  lumbermen  aiid  sawmill  men  went  out.  1  he  case  was  tried  before 
Judge  Gage,  of  Saginaw,  and  lasted  three  weeks.  It  attracted  universal 
attention  throughout  the  State  and  was  of  national  interest  at  the  time. 
The  defendant  was  acquitted.  Mr.  Fuller  made  the  opening  address.  He 
is  an  agreeable  companion  and  a  genial  gentleman,  who  has  a  large 
acquaintance  with  the  Bar  of  the  state  and  the  esteem  of  all.  He  is  care- 
ful and  assiduous  in  the  exacting  woric  of  reporter,  displaying  the  same 
energy,  industry  and  promptness  that  have  always  characterized  his  private 
practice.  He  is,  furthermore,  an  entertaining  public  speaker.  His 
adtlres'^cs  are  markcil  by  an  easy,  graceful  delivery,  which  is  largely  the 
result  of  a  thorough  understanding  of  his  subject. — Ff'l  l.FH.  Earnest  S., 
son  of  VViiliam  D. ,  is  si  lawyer  of  Grand  Rajiids.  I  le  was  born  at  Newavgo, 
Michigan,  September  20,  1865,  and  educated  in  the  schools  ot  his  native 
town.  He  learned  the  newspaper  and  printing  business  and  was  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  conduct  of  the  Newaygo  Tribune.  Since  188;  he  has 
been  connected  with  the  office  of  Court  Reporter  and  assisted  in  the  com- 
pilation of  the  reports  of  rasr<;  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court.  DitrinfT 
this  time  he  was  aiso  engaged  in  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  April  18,  1895,  after  an  examination  before  the  Supreme  Court  in 
session  at  Lansing.  He  was  married  to  Flora  B.  Hatch,  of  Lyons,  Michi- 
gan, January  14,  1891. 


LAURENS  W.  WALCOTT.  Grand  Rapids.  Laurens  W.  Walcott  was 
born  February  8.  1843.  He  is  descended  from  a  historic  family,  distin- 
guished in  Connecticut  long  before  the  Colonies  revolted  ^inst  the  tyranny 
of  George  III.  One  of  his  ancestors,  Roger  Wolcott,  was  governor  of 
the  colony  of  Connecticut,  and  Roarer's  son,  Oliver,  was  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Mr.  Wolcott  s  nativity  h  New 
York;  his  early  education  was  received  in  the  schools  and  academies  oi 
that  State,  while  he  prepared  for  college  in  Batavia,  Illinois.  In  1861, 
when  President  Lincoln  called  for  volunteers  to  protect  the  nation's  honor 
and  restore  the  integrity  of  the  Union,  he  was  at  Batavia.  He  responded 
to  the  call,  enlisting  as  a  private  in  Company  D,  Fifty-second  Res^iment 
Illinois  Volunteers,  and  served  in  the  Army  of  the  i'ennessee  until  July, 
1865.  He  participated  in  some  of  the  hardest  fought  battles  of  the  war, 
and  won  the  shoulder  straps  of  a  first  lieutenant  before  he  was  mustered 
out.  He  attended  the  Law  School  of  the  University  of  Michigan  in  1868 
and  1869,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1869,  and  immediately  entered  the 
office  of  Byron  D.  Ball,  of  Grand  Rapids.  In  1872  he  was  electee!  Circuit 
Court  Commissioner  of  Kent  county  and  re-elected  in  1874.    He  has  been 
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engaged  continu'"*i;sIy  in  practice  of  a  general  character.  The  firm  of 
Taw^art,  VVakott  &  (  fonson,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  long  ago  established 
a  reputation  for  ability,  integrity  and  carefulness  in  the  management  of 
cases  scarcely  excelled  in  western  Michigan.  Mr.  Wolcott  is  a  hard  stu- 
dent>  and  very  industrious  in  the  preparation  of  his  cases  for  trial.  He  has 
command  of  a  good  vocabulary,  is  a  fluent  speaker,  and  presents  a  legal  argu- 
ment in  terse  language  with  remarkable  clearness.  He  is  also  ?,  succi  s ^ful 
advocate,  whose  aim  is  rather  to  instruct  and  lead  the  jury  than  to  ent(  rtain 
the  visitors  at  court  trials.  lie  has  been  secretary  of  the  Bar  Association 
at  Grand  Rapids  and  president  of  the  Board  of  Education.  He  is  a  gen- 
tleman of  marked  personality  and  classic  features,  showing  the  cultivation 
that  comes  of  a  long  line  of  intelligent  progenitors.  The  lineaments  of 
his  face  pxhihit  the  h?redttnry  traits  of  ancestors  of  character  and  culture, 
who  were  lionorcd  tiLislt  d  by  the  men  of  their  time^.  The  !n  althftd. 
life-giving  currents  that  ilowed  out  of  the  loins  of  the  sturdy,  iugli-minded, 
pure-hearted,  colonial  dwellers  of  New  England,  and  have  been  trans- 
mitted through  half  a  dozen  generations,  have  enriched  our  western  civil- 
ization in  learning,  in  patriotism  and  all  the  elements  or  attributes  that 
make  up  nobih'ty  of  character.  The  man  who  ha<;  such  an  inheritance  is 
fortunate  indeed.  If  he  adds  to  the  lustre  to  his  ancestral  name  his  achieve- 
ments will  be  noteworthy.  Mr.  Wolcott  is  a  gentleman  whose  companion- 
ship one  may  worthily  seek.  His  natural  affability  and  courteousness  are 
gently  restrained  by  a  manner  that  is  somewhat  reserved ;  but  it  is  a  reserve 
which  disappears  upon  close  acquaintance,  when  one  is  entitled  to  the  con- 
fidence of  his  friendship.  He  was  married  in  Mareh.  187^.  to  Miss  Tucy 
Gallup,  ot  Grand  Rapids.  His  church  relationship  is  with  the  Congre- 
gational Church. 


CEYLON  C.  MU.LER,  Big  Rapids.  Honorable  Ceylon  Canfield  Fuller, 
ex-Judge  ot  tlie  twenty-seventh  judicial  circuit,  wiis  born  at  Chardon, 
Geauga  county,  Ohio,  June  25,  1832.  He  is  descended  from  fine  old 
Puritan  and  Huguenot  stock.  His  father,  Edson  Fuller,  was  bom  at  Caze- 
novia,  New  York,  in  1809,  and  died  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  April  4,  1879. 
His  ancestors  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  to  thi«  roimtry.  His 
mother  was  of  Huguenot  extraction.  1  In-  name  had  its  oriL;in  in  the  (  vents 
which  succeeded  the  commingling  of  Englisii  and  French  history  in  the 
fourteenth  century.  A  Huguenot  family  of  Normandy,  named  Dephilo,  for 
meritorious  services,  received  a  grant  of  land  contiguous  to  the  river  Cam, 
in  England.  The  names  of  the  family  and  the  river  were  joined  together 
and  contracted  hito  the  name  Camphield,  an  orthofrraphy  which  remained 
unchanged  until  the  death  of  Thomas  Camphield.  in  tin  sivt.  <  nth  c  entury, 
when  it  became  Catnfieid.  That  orthograpliy  obtained  until  1720,  wlien  it 
was  again  changed  to  Canfield.   Matthew  CamBeld  came  from  England  to 
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New  Haven,  Connecticut,  in  1639.  He  was  one  of  the  petitioners  for  a 
royal  charter  for  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  and  the  charter  received  from 
King  Charles  by  Governor  Winthrop  bore  the  name  of  Matthew  Camfield 
among  others  that  afterwards  became  famous  in  history.  Under  the 
provisions  of  the  Connecticut  charter  he  was  appointed  a  judge  in  connec- 
tion with  Gold  and  Sherman,  and  empowered  to  hold  court  at  Fairfield, 
beginning  April  i,  1669.  Later  he  removed  to  Newark,  New  Jersey, 
whore  he  died.  M.iltlunv's  third  son,  Samuel,  was  born  ;it  New  Marl- 
borough, Massaciiusctls,  June  4,  1710.  Thomas,  the  son  of  Samuel,  was 
also  bom  in  Marlborough,  and  Oliver,  the  son  of  Tliomas,  married  Sally 
Sherman  in  1782.  Oliver  Canfield  and  Sally  Sherman  were  the  parents  of 
Celira,  the  mother  of  Judge  Fuller.  She  was  a  woman  of  rare  culture  and 
scholarship.  Having  studied  medicine,  she  practised  that  profession  both 
in  Indiana  and  IMichigan.  In  1850,  51  and  52,  ?he  had  charge  of  the 
phmarj'  schools  in  Grand  Rapids.  She  also  gave  much  time  to  church 
work  and  organized  the  first  Sunday  school  in  Big  Rapids.  She  wai>  a 
writer  of  much  fluency  and  force.  Not  infre<)uently  she  gave  expression 
to  her  thoughts  in  poetry.  She  lived  until  July  12,  1883.  The  name  of 
Edson  Fuller  is  associated  with  the  earliest  hbtory  of  Big  Rapids  and 
Mecosta  county.  He  hrrntpfht  his  family  into  the  village  when  it  contained 
only  three  houses  and  one  saw-mill.  He  had  removed  in  early  nutnliood 
from  New  York  to  Ohio.  He  was  married  in  the  latter  State  and  remained 
there  until  1845,  going  thence  to  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  which  was  only 
a  small  village.  The  journey  was  made  in  characteristic  western  style, 
with  an  ox  team,  through  scattered  settlements  and  a  portion  of  the  way 
throu£Th  a  comparative  wilderness.  After  remaining  ten  years  in  Grand 
Rapids  and  accumulating  a  considerable  amount  of  property  he  removed  to 
Mishawaka,  Indiana.  The  memorable  financial  crisis  and  panic  of  1857 
swept  away  his  fortune  and  he  returned  to  Michigan,  going  farther  out  on 
the  frontier  to  Big  Rapids.  There  he  began  anew  the  struggle  of  life  in  a 
field  which  seemed  to  promise  reasonable  returns  for  well  directed  efforts, 
ile  opened  there  the  fir<:t  «tore  in  thecountv  and  carted  his  miscellaneoim 
Stock  for  that  purpose  irom  Grand  Rapids,  through  roads  that  were  almost 
impassable.  After  continuing  some  years  as  a  merchant  with  considerable 
success,  Mr.  Fuller  purchased  a  farm  in  Mecosta  county  on  which  he  lived 
until  1877,  when  he  returned  to  Big  Rapids.  This  was  his  home  during 
the  remainder  of  life,  although  his  death  occurred  while  visiting  his  eldest 
son  at  Dcs  Moines.  Iowa,  Ceylon  Canfield  Fuller,  having  spent  the  early 
years  of  his  boyhood  on  the  farm  and  in  the  public  schools  of  hi*  native 
county  in  Ohio,  came  to  Michigan  with  the  family,  at  the  a:gfi  of  thirteen. 
He  attended  the  Union  school  at  Grand  Rapids  until  eighteen  years  old 
and  then  went  to  Hiram  College,  Ohio.  He  was  a  fellow  student  and 
room  mate  of  James  A.  Garfield,  at  Hiram.  A  friendship  was  there 
formed  between  the  two  young^  men  which  continued  unbroken  'jnti!  the 
assassin's  bullet  closed  the  life  of  Garfield  on  the  threshold  of  its  most 
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illustrious  cjjocli,  Jttd;,7c  Fuller  wrote  a  1  ttcr  cf  congratulation  to  him 
upon  his  t:iccti()ii  to  the  presidency  and  received  an  answer  which  contained 
the  most  friendly  sentiments  and  a  hearty  allusion  to  their  early  association. 
Upon  leaving  college  Judge  Fuller  returned  to  Grand  Rapids  where  he 
engaged  for  a  short  time  in  mercantile  pursuits,  under  the  style  of  C.  C. 
Fuller  &  Co.  Having  dtspo'?ed  of  his  interest  in  this  partnership  he 
removed  to  McGregor,  Iowa,  where  he  organized  a  company  to  engage  in 
the  tanning  of  leather,  which  was  carried  on  (or  a  lime  with  the  Daniels 
patent  process.  While  in  McGregor,  he  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the 
North  Iowa  Times,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  editors  for  some  time.  In 
1858  he  relumed  to  Grand  Rapids  and  resumed  mercantile  business.  The 
year  fallowing,  however,  having  determined  to  become  a  lawyer,  h*-  =oId 
his  mterest  in  the  store  and  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  olhce  of  At^hlcy  & 
Miller,  Grand  Rapids.  The  maturity  of  his  mind  and  its  training  in  other 
active  pursuits  enabled  him  to  grasp  the  principles  of  law  readily  and  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  June,  i860,  a  month  after  he  had  established 
his  residence  at  Big  Rapids.  He  was  among  the  very  early  settlers,  as  the 
%nllagc  contained  only  five  residenccT  at  the  time  he  first  became  one.  He 
is  the  connecting  link  between  the  primitive  frontier  village  and  the  modern, 
prosperous  city.  Judge  Fuller's  public  life  may  be  said  to  have  begun  in 
the  fall  of  i860,  when  he  was  elected  Circuit  Court  Commissioner.  He 
held  the  office  until  1868,  and  in  connection  with  it  during  the  larger  por- 
tion of  this  period  served  as  postmaster  of  the  town.  In  the  fall  of  1862 
he  was  elected  prosecutint^  attorney  for  the  connty.  'serving  as  such  for 
two  years.  In  1864  he  was  elected  judge  of  l^robate  and  served  for  four 
years.  In  1868  he  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
State  Legislature  and  while  a  member  of  that  body  served  on  the  commit- 
tees of  railroads,  Engrossing  and  Enrolled  bills.  He  was  the  author  of 
several  important  hiU<  of  a  local  character  and  also  a  bil'  to  j)n;\  idf  for 
registraviiKi  of  electors  in  new  townships.  In  the  early  iiistury  of  the 
county,  before  the  price  of  land  had  become  high,  Judge  Fuller  bought  240 
acres  in  the  town  of  Big  Rapids,  forty  acres  of  which  he  platted  as  Fuller's 
Addition.  He  is  still  possessed  of  a  portion  of  this  land  on  which  he  has 
erected  a  residence  —  a  home  in  contrast  with  the  conditions  whicli  he 
found  on  locating  there.  Liberal-minded  mul  public-spirited,  he  has  been 
amont^  the  foremost  in  idL'ntilyiug  himscli  willi  v^hatever  tend*?  to  build  up 
and  advance  the  material  prosperity  of  a  community.  In  1873  he  built 
the  Opera  House  Block,  in  connection  with  L.  H.  Green.  The  panic  of 
that  year  involved  him  in  financial  ruin.  His  individual  loss  was  $40,000. 
In  1882  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Judicial  Circuit  and 
served  on  the  Bench  for  si.\  years.  He  was  the  first  judge  elected  to  pre- 
side in  llial  circuit  after  its  formation.  Politically  he  is  an  earnest  Repub- 
lican. His  personal  popularity  is  evidenced  by  the  important  elective 
offices  which  he  has  held.  His  official  record  has  no  blot  or  stain.  His 
honorable  public  service  is  in  keeping  with  the  purity  of  his  private  life. 
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Independent  of  his  eminence  in  affairs,  his  connection  with  tho  hl«tory  of 
Bi|y  Rapids  nnd  Mcro'^ta  rnuiUy  is  of  a  character  to  give  him  -lirc^-cniinence 
among  their  most  esteemed  and  honored  citizens.  True  to  the  obHgations 
of  manhood,  solicitous  for  the  welfare  of  his  community,  active  in  behalf  of 
every  enterprise  which  affects  favorably  and  permanently  the  public  welfare, 
he  has  entrenched  himself  in  the  affections  and  good  will  of  the  people 
among  whom  he  c^^tiiblishcd  his  home.  The  respect  accorded  to  htm  by  all 
is  commensurate  with  the  hit^li  position  which  he  occupies.  He  was  mar- 
ried at  Davenport,  Iowa,  November  9,  1858,  to  Irank  A.,  daugiitcr  of 
John  Morrison^  an  early  settler  of  that  city.  She  was  a  native  of  Ohio, 
born  August  31,  1838,  at  Gallipolis.  By  this  marriage  six  sons  and  a 
daughter  were  born  at  Big  Rapids:  Louis  M.,  now  chief  clerk  in  general 
passenger  office  of  the  C.  &  W.  .M.  and  the  D.  L.  &  N.  railroad  at  Grand 
Rapids;  Herbert  C.,  Percy  H.,  now  deceased:  John  E.  ;  Ben  Hebard,  first 
lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  Navy;  Frank  iM.  and  Daisy  A.  Mrs.  Fuller  died 
November  12,  1872,  and  her  baby  gir),  Daisy,  August  4,  1873.  He  was 
married  again  at  Ypsilanti,  January  5,  1876,  to  Sarah  E.  Voorhies,  who 
was  born  at  Trumansburg,  New  York.  Au^^fust  2,  1849.  '^^^  were 
bom  of  this  marriage,  Charles  E.  and  Leslie  L. 


CHARLES  EDWARD  SOULE,  Grand  Haven.  Mr.  Soule  is  a  lineal 
descendant  of  George  Soulc  who  came  to  America  with  the  Puritans  in 

the  Mayflower,  and  some  of  whose  immediate  descendants,  the  ancestors 
of  Judge  SoLile,  rem  n  en  to  Corinctticut  and  became  Quakers.  His 
mother  was  Rutli  Paddock,  also  of  New  England  descent,  and  his  mater- 
nal grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  Dutchess  county,  New  York,  and  removed  to  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  in 
1840.  Here  the  subject  of  our  sketch  w  as  born  on  the  farm,  September 
20,  1842.  He  was  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  cnrinty  and 
trained  to  all  the  work  required  of  a  iarmer's  boy  at  a  time  when  work  in 
the  fields  was  not  looked  upon  as  degrading  by  men  of  high  estate,  who 
carried  their  sovereignty  under  their  own  hats.  As  a  boy  he  scattered 
the  hay  laid  into  a  swath  by  James  A.  Garfield  with  his  old  fashioned 
mowin;;  scythe.  It  is  probable  the  stubble  was  just  as  sharp  to  his  bare 
feet,  and  tlie  per<?plration  v;as  |ust  as  free  under  his  straw  hat,  and  the 
July  afternoons  were  just  as  long  between  the  nooning  and  the  supper 
hoin,  as  if  the  swath  had  been  cut  by  any  other  young  man  than  the  future 
President  of  the  United  States.  And  yet  the  association  is  a  pleasurable 
memory,  whose  pleasure  is  enhanced  by  later  associations  at  school.  He 
was  prepare*'  for  college  at  the  "Western  Reserve  Eclectic  Institute," 
subsequently  Hiram  College,  of  which  Mr.  Garfield  was  president.  While 
attending;  this  institute  he  was  a  boarder  in  the  house  and  family  of 
"  Uncie     Zcb  Rudolph,  whose  daughter  Lucretia  became  the  wife  of 
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Garfield.  His  preparation  for  college  in  the  famous  Ohio  school  also  fitted 
him  for  a  teacher  and  he  taught  his  first  school  when  only  seventeen  years 

of  sge.  His  father,  a  wealthy  and  successful  farmer,  removed  with  his 
fami'y  to  Ionia  county,  Michif^an,  in  185c.  Charles  Edwr.rd  entered 
Hillsdale  College  in  i860,  and  was  graduated  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1865,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  two  years  of  the  intervening  tinne  were  spent  in 
the  army,  and  in  1871  his  Alma  Mater  conferred  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts  upon  him.  He  enlisted  as  a  private,  rendered  honorable  service,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  war  was  mustcn-H  out  as  First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant 
of  the  Tenth  Michif^in  Cavalry.  It  was  an  experience  worth  somcthinj^  in 
the  aggregate  of  preparation  ior  tiie  self-supporting  business  of  life.  He 
entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  in  1865,  and 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1866.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of 
Ionia  and  engaged  in  practice  there  for  a  short  time.  Whether  influenced 
by  the  pleasant  recollections  of  his  boylinrd  life  on  a  farm,  or  an  impulse 
to  e.xperiiTient  ar.  l  sprculate  nut  related  ;  but  the  fact  is  recorded  that  in 
186S  he  bought  a  Iruit  tariri  at  Spring  Lake  iu  Ottawa  county,  and 
expended  considerable  money  in  improvements,  giving  five  years  to  the 
work  of  demonstrating  the  fact  that  farming  was  not  his  forte.  Having 
m;ide  the  discovery  at  appreciable  cost  he  left  the  farm,  located  in  Grand 
Haven  and  rcsttmed  the  practice  of  his  profession.  H e  has  remained  there 
nearly  twenty  years  and  established  himself  thoroughly  as  a  successful 
practitioner.  His  first  partnership  was  with  William  N.  Angel,  from  1876 
to  1S83:  his  second  with  Hon.  George  A.  Farr  in  1893-4.  He  has  held 
the  oflfice  of  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  three  terms  and  Judge  of  Probate 
eight  years.  Judge  Soule  has  devoted  his  talents  and  energies  chiefly  to 
chancery  cases  and  with  such  singleness  of  purpose  as  to  master  the 
chancery  practice  in  all  its  forms.  He  is  referred  to  by  the  Bar  of  his 
circuit  as  an  authority.  His  standing  in  the  profession  is  good  as  evidenced 
by  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  associates.  He  is  noted  not 
only  for  his  knowledge  of  the  law  and  his  demeanor  towards  others  in  the 
practice,  but  also  for  his  strong,  practical  common  sense  and  sterling  integ- 
rity. His  personal  virtues  and  the  purity  of  his  private  life  comiTicnd  him 
to  the  public  esteem,  no  less  than  his  protessional  reputation  commends 
him  to  his  clients.  He  takes  an  interest  in  the  proceedings  of  the  G.  A. 
R.,  has  served  as  commander  of  his  post  and  delegate  to  the  National 
encampment.  In  religion  Judge  Soule  was  raised  in  the  Christian  church 
and  still  holds  to  the  teachings  of  Alexander  Campbell,  but  is  now  an 
attendant  and  supporter  of  the  Episcopal  church  of  which  hi*?  family  are 
members.  He  was  married  in  1867  to  Linnie  S.  Hall  ot  Shelburne,  Ver- 
mont, and  of  Puritan  extraction.  Their  family  consists  of  three  daughters 
and  two  sons.  The  eldest  son  is  practising  law  in  Chicago.  One  daughter 
is  a  student  in  the  University  of  Michigan.  The  second  son  is  taking  a 
course  at  Hillsdale  College. 
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MICHAEL  BROWN,  Big  Rapids.  Judge  Michael  Brown  was  born  in 
Indian  Creek  township,  Pulaski  county.  Indiana,  April  20.  1841.  His 
parents  were  well-to-do  people,  who  had  settled  oa  the  farm  where  he  was 
bora,  two  years  in  advance  of  his  birili.  He  learned  all  the  varied  duties 
of  a  fanner's  boy  and  his  recreation  was  attendance  at  the  district  school 
for  three  months  of  each  year,  after  he  arrived  at  school  age.  When 
seventeen  years  '  Id  in-  became  a  student  in  the  Cass  County  Seminary  at 
Logansport,  a  school  wh-clv  nhmit  that  time,  enjoyed  a  high  reputation  in 
central  Indiana  and  al  ui,::;  llic  upper  valley  of  the  Wabash.  After  a  year 
in  the  seminar)'  he  attended  two  Indiaxia  colleges — first,  Franklin  College, 
at  Franklin,  where  he  remained  until  the  beginning  of  i860;  and  second, 
Wabash  College  at  Crawfordsville,  where  he  remained  until  he  volunteered 
to  go  as  a  soldier.  The  halls  of  Wabash  College  were  almost  depopulated 
by  the  stirring  appeals  for  volunteers.  The  patriotism  of  students  capable 
of  bearing  arms  was  aflame.  They  laid  aside  their  books  and  studies  and 
took  up  their  guns  and  knapsacks.  The  second  year  of  the  war  for  the 
restoration  of  the  Union  had  opened  when  young  Brown,  who  had  just 
reached  hb  majority,  enlisted.  From  that  time  until  the  last  rebel  army 
surrendered  he  was  in  the  field  and  at  the  post  of  duty.  He  grew  familiar 
with  the  fatigue  of  the  march,  the  privations  of  the  camp,  the  excitement 
and  danger  of  the  battle  field,  the  horrors  of  a  rebel  prison.  In  the  rank 
of  a  private  he  learned  the  duties  of  a  soldier,  and  from  that  view  point 
witnessed  all  the  pomp  and  circumstance  of  war.  He  enlisted  as  a  recruit 
in  Company  B,  Second  Regiment  Indiana  Cavalry.  His  first  service  was 
in  Kentucky,  where  his  regiment  Avith  others  was  halted  to  resist  the  raids 
carried  on  by  Gen.  John  Morgan.  After  a  march  to  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
his  re'^imcnt  was  assigned  to  the  cavalry  corps  of  tlie  anny  of  the  Cumber- 
land. He  participated  in  all  ilie  battles  of  that  corps  to  Chickamauga  and 
through  that  terrible  field  of  blood ;  was  with  the  arm  of  the  cavahy  which 
drove  the  rebel  General  Wheeler  out  of  the  State  of  Tennessee;  was  in 
many  skirmishes  and  the  battles  of  Mersey  Creek,  Dandridge  and  Fair 
Garden  with  his  regiment,  on  the  march  to  reinforce  Gen.  Bumside  in 
eastern  Tennessee.  When  the  Second  Regiment  went  from  Cleveland, 
east  Tennessee,  in  Alay,  1864,  to  join  the  advance  on  AtlanU,  he  was 
with  it,  fighting  every  day  and  almost  every  mile  of  the  hazardous  march. 
On  the  9th  day  of  May  with  all  the  soldiers  and  officers  of  the  ^kirniish 
line,  including  the  brigadier  y.ciuTa!  commanding,  he  was  captu-ed  anfi  on 
the  14th  sent  as  a  prison  to  Andcrsonville,  where  he  was  contincd  untii 
October  i6tb.  He  was  then  sent  to  Florence  and  paroled.  In  the  middle 
of  December,  when  he  was  penniued  to  return  North,  he  was  reduced 
almost  to  a  skeleton  and  his  weight  was  only  ninety-four  pounds,  on 
reaching  Annapolis.  His  spirit  was  still  brave  and  his  loyalty  never 
faltered.  He  wanted  to  return  to  the  front  at  the  expiration  of  his 
thirty  days*  furlough— granted  to  all  the  survivors  of  the  starvation  policy 
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of  the  prison  pens — and  reported  for  duty  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio.  The 

surgeon  dpnicd  hfs  request  becau'^e  his  physical  condition  was  unequal  to 
the  txh.iu >t dcinands  of  active  miiitai)  Jiity.  He  was  obliged  to 
reni.iin  in  camp  north  of  the  Ohio  until  his  health  and  strength  were  suf- 
ficiently restored.  When  he  reported  for  field  duty  at  Nashville  he  was 
detailed  as  a  special  courier  for  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  served  in  that  capacity  until  the  war  was  over  and  lie  was  mustered 
out  in  July,  186-,  recoiv'n<^  an  honorable  disjcharge.  No  soldier  ever 
se)  \  ed  u'ith  a  cleaner  record.  He  chose  to  he  a  private  through  tlie  war, 
refusing  several  offers  of  promotion.  He  i<new  the  chief  duty  of  a  private 
soldier  was  obedience.  In  the  whole  period  of  his  service  he  never  dis- 
obeyed a  command  or  avoided  a  duty.  He  was  never  punished,  repri- 
manded or  threatened.  He  was  simply  and  all  the  time  a  brave,  honest, 
truc-lieartcd,  ---trnng-willed  soldier,  ready  for  anv  duty  and  any  service  to 
which  he  was  assigned.  The  next  year  after  the  war  closed  Mr.  IJrown 
became  a  midcnt  of  Michigan.  In  October,  1866,  he  entered  the  Law- 
Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  March,  1868.  For  a  few  months  after  leaving  Ann  Arbor  he  stopped 
in  Grand  Rapids,  I  ptc  mber  of  the  same  year  he  settled  in  the  new 

and  growintr  town  ol  i>ig  Rapids,  which  has  ever  since  been  his  home. 
The  law  business  alone  was  scarcely  suiiicicni  (or  a  livelihood  for  a  w  hile, 
although  he  opened  an  office  for  practice  and  took  care  of  all  tiiat  came  to 
him.  In  the  spring  of  1869  he  eked  out  his  income  with  the  salary  of 
superintendent  of  schools  for  Mecosta  county,  which  he  accepted  and  held 
for  two  years.  Meanwhile  he  was  growing  in  ktvTwIedgc  of  the  law  and 
risiniy  in  the  confidence  of  the  people.  Within  .1  little  while  common 
report  assigned  liim  to  a  rank  among  the  very  best  lawyers  in  all  that  region 
of  the  State.  He  served  a  term  as  mayor  of  the  city  of  Big  Rapids,  to 
which  he  was  elected  in  1873.  All  this  time  the  profession  of  law  held 
first  place  in  his  affections  and  its  practice  was  most  congenial  to  his  taste. 
In  December,  1876,  he  was  appointed  Circuit  Judge  by  the  Governor,  for 
a  Judicial  Circuit  comprising  the  counties  of  Mecosta,  Newavgn.  Oceana 
and  Muskegon.  His  judicial  service  was  so  entirely  satislactorj'  to  the 
public  that  he  was  chosen  to  succeed  himself,  without  opposition,  at  the 
general  election  in  1878.  In  January,  1881,  he  resigned  the  Judgeship  in 
order  to  resume  the  practice  of  law,  which  has  since  been  continued 
without  interruption.  Among  the  leading  cases  with  which  Judge  Brown 
has  been  connected  the  followinr;  at  least  deserve  mention:  Dowling  vs. 
the  National  Exchange  Bank  of  Boston,  reported  in  i45th  U.  S..  [laj^fe 
$12.  The  question  involved  was,  what  constitutes  a  non-trading  copart- 
nership and  whether  the  question  was  one  of  law  or  of  fact.  Judge  Brown 
was  attorney  for  plaintiff Jn  error  and  the  United  States  Supreme  Court 
held  with  him  that  it  was  a  <]UL  ''tion  of  fact.  The  case  was  appealed  from 
the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  for  the  \\'osl;  rn  District  of  Michi^^an.  The  lead!nf][ 
case  regarding  authority  of  a  board  ol  managers  of  a  Soldiers'  Home  to 
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say  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  pensions  received  by  inmates  of  the 
homo,  was  won  by  Judge  Brown,  and  established  the  law.  It  was  the 
case  of  "James  Loser  et  al.vs.  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Michigan  Sol- 
diers' Home  and  James  A.  McKee  commandant,"  {g2d  Michigan,  page 
633).  The  issue  involved  the  power  of  the  board  to  enforce  rules  for 
discipline,  police  regulations,  etc.  The  Supreme  Court  decided  the  case 
in  favor  of  respondents,  for  whom  Judge  Brown  was  attorney.  The  defi- 
nitioti  of  a  "reasonabli:  dnuht"  given  by  judge  Brown  in  a  charge  to  the 
jury  v.luTi  he  a  as  Circuit  Judge,  in  the  case  of  "I'eoplc  vs.  James  Fin- 
ley"  1  as  ht  cn  copied  and  accepted  all  over  the  United  States.  He  said 
to  the  jury:  "A  reasonable  doubt  is  a  fair  doubt  growing  out  of  the 
testimony  in  the  case.  It  is  not  an  im^nary,  captious  or  possible  doubt, 
but  a  fair  doubt  based  upon  reason  and  common  sense ;  it  is  such  a  doubt 
as  may  leave  your  minds,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  evidence  in 
the  cnse,  in  such  condition  that  you  cannot  say  you  have  an  abiding  con- 
viction to  a  moral  certainty  of  the  truth  of  the  chaiges  here  made  against 
the  respondent"  (cited  in  38th  Michigan,  page  482).  As  a  judge  he  was 
patient  and  firm,  diligent  in  his  investigations,  careful  and  conscientious  in 
his  decisions.  It  is  asserted  that  no  crimin  il  case  tried  before  him  was 
ever  reversed  by  the  Supreme  Court,  and  that  no  mandamus  was  ever 
served  on  him.  After  he  had  served  on  the  Bench  two  years  very  few 
cases  were  taken  fr<un  his  court  10  the  Supreme  Court,  and  he  was  rarely 
reversed.  He  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  first  board  of  managers  of 
the  Soldiers'  Home,  by  Governor  Alger,  when  the  legislature  made  pro- 
vision (or  such  a  home  in  Michii; an  ;  \  as  elected  secretary  of  the  board  and 
held  both  positions  five  years.  Jle  h  is  been  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
since  \^67,  and  held  the  chief  offices  of  the  post;  was  judge  advocate  of 
the  department  of  Michigan  m  1887  and  department  commander  in  1889. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Alice  Osbom,  of  Big  Rapids,  August  3, 
1870.  Four  children  bom  of  that  marriage  are  living,  one  son  and  three 
daughters.  Judge  Brown  has  given  much  thought  and  study  to  general 
literature.  His  mind  is  cultured  by  reading  the  best  books.  He  has  a 
fme  private  library  of  miscellaneous  volumes  and  his  law  hbrary  is  well 
selected.  Wabash  College  has  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  A.  M., 
which  is  unusual,  because  he  did  not  remain  in  the  college  until  graduation. 
He  is  a. man  ol  strong  principles  and  keen  susceptibilities;  opposed  to 
monopolies  and  a  champion  of  individual  liberty  of  action;  loyal  and  true 
in  his  friendships,  devoted  to  his  family  with  inalienable  affection;  kindly 
and  generou?  in  disposition.  As  considerate  of  the  rights  ot  others  as  he 
is  jealous  01  his  own,  he  holds  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citi«ens  and  pro- 
fessional associates.  His  tastes  are  modest,  his  manner  unostentatious.  , 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican;  in  religion  a  Presbyterian ;  in  his  personality 
a  plain,  substantial,  reliable  everyday  christian  man,  without  pretense:  a 
man  who  loves  his  home  for  its  pure  atmosphere,  its  clcvatininj,  refining 
and  revivifying  influences.  His  life  is  one  of  beneficent  influence  and 
large  usefuincss  in  the  community. 


BENCH  AND  BAR,  OF  MiCiiiOAN.  333 

GEORGF.  ALRXANDKR  FARR.  Grand  Haven.  The  subject  of  this 
biography  is  descended  trom  patriotic  aiid  Puritan  ancesUy.  He  was  the 
son  of  Sylvester  A.  Farr  and  Julia  Alexander.  His  paternal  ancestors 
were  English  Puritans  who  emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  1677.  His  great-grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War:  his  grandfather  a  surgeon  in  the  \\',ir  nf  t?i2.  His  mother,  as 
the  name  suggests,  was  of  Scotch  descent.  Her  family  emigrated  from  Scot- 
land in  1760  and  settled  in  MassachusctU.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
New  York  State,  and  George  Alexander  was  born  in  Niagara  county,  that 
State,  July  27,  1842.  The  first  nine  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  the 
Empire  State  and  he  had  made  some  progress  with  primary  studies  in  the 
public  schools  before  the  family  came  to  Michigan  in  [8-1.  His  hnyhnrd 
was  passed  in  work  on  his  fatlier's  farm  and  in  the  common  schools.  \Vlu  :i 
little  more  thaJi  eighteen  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  Company  K  First 
Regiment  Michigan  Volunteers — Hardee  Cadets — and  reached  the  seat  of 
war  in  time  to  participate  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run.  On  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  of  enlistment  of  the  Hardee  Cadets  he  re-enlisted,  but 
instead  of  continunig  in  the  volunteer  service,  he  joined  the  regular  army 
and  was  assigned  to  Battery  M  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery.  With  this  com- 
mand he  served  until  the  end  of  the  war  and  was  mustered  out  as  first  ser- 
geant of  the  battery,  with  honorable  mention  for  bravery  on  the  battle- 
field. This  rank  in  the  U.  S.  regulars  is  scarcely  below  that  of  colonel  in 
the  volunteer  service,  especially  when  the  time  required  of  the  average 
private  to  obtain  it  is  considered.  There  is  little  doubt  that  Mr.  Farr, 
with  the  e.s.crcise  of  the  !«ame  courage,  energy  and  intelligence  would  have 
attained  high  rank  before  the  war  closed  if  he  had  the  second  time  enlisted 
in  a  Michigan  regiment.  On  returning  home  he  entered  the  Agricultural 
College  at  Lansing  and  pursued  the  regular  curriculum  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1870.  From  boyhood  he  had  a  taste  and  talent  for  public 
speaking,  a  penchant  for  contrnyr  isi.il  discussion.  Even  before  Ivtdnning 
the  study  of  law  he  was  equipped  with  one  of  the  valued  qualifications  of 
the  successful  advocate.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Monroe,  in 
March,  1873,  after  a  course  of  study  with  Hon.  Burton  Parker.  He 
located  for  practice  first  in  Coopersville,  Ottawa  County,  and  remained 
there  four  years.  In  1877  he  removed  to  Grand  Haven,  which  has  been 
his  home  continuously  since  th;i'  t.me.  For  the  first  three  years  he 
was  as&ociated  in  partnership  with  fion.  II.  C  Akeky  until  the  retire- 
ment of  the  latter  from  active  practice.  He  has  never  had  business  rela- 
tions in  partnership  with  another  lawyer,  except  for  the  brief  period  of  his 
association  with  Charles  E.  Soulc,  in  1893-4.  While  a  successful  lawyer 
he  has  not  been  permitted  to  devote  all  of  his  time  to  the  duties  of  the 
profession.  He  is  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court  arif!  has 
argued  before  that  tribunal  cases  involving  large  interests  as  well  as  close 
questions  of  law.    A  recent  case  of  the  highest  importance  was  the  '  *  City 
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of  Grand  Haven  vs.  the  Grand  I  I.n  cn  Water  Works,"  in  wliirh  he  appeared 
as  counsel  for  the  city.  Tlisvii  u  o\  the  law  was  concurred  in  by  the 
Court,  whose  dcci.sion  was  entirely  favorable  to  the  city,  saving  to  it  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  by  the  annulment  of  the  water  company's  char- 
ter. Mr.  Farr  is  a  student  of  history,  of  science  and  of  politics,  as  well 
as  law,  and  his  stock  of  information  on  the  subjects  named  would  fit  him 
for  a  professorship  in  any  rollp<:;'e,  or  qualify  him  t^onerously  for  the  Ircture 
platform.  He  is  flurnt  i;i  |)ri\  >itc  conversation,  ready  and  c'.injuont  in  public 
address.  His  entrance  into  politics  to  the  extent  of  holding  public  office 
was  in  1878,  when  he  was  elected  a  Senator  in  the  State  Legislature. 
In  1880  he  was  re-elected,  serving  two  terms  and  participating  actively  in 
the  debates  as  well  as  the  legislation  of  that  body.  For  six  years  closing 
in  1891,  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  for  the  Northern  Asy- 
lum for  the  Insane.  In  January  last  he  wri>  appointed  by  Governor  Rich, 
Regent  of  the  University  of  Michigan  tor  a  term  of  eight  years.  I'oiitically 
he  is  a  Republican  and  has  had  great  prominence  in  the  councils  of  that 
party  in  the  State  for  many  years.  In  1880  he  was  a  delegate  to  the 
National  Convention  and  for  the  past  sixteen  years  he  has  been  chosen  a 
del^fate  to  every  State  Convention.  He  v.-as  honored  'vith  the  chairman- 
ship of  the  last  State  Convention  that  nominated  Go\  ernor  Luce  lor  his 
second  term.  His  social  and  benevolent  traits  find  expression  to  some 
extent  through  the  organized  channels  of  fraternal  and  benevolent  orders. 
He  has  pursued  speculative  Masonry  for  thirty  years  by  membership  in 
different  branches;  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  objects  and  work  of  the 
society  and  served  as  niy,h  Piirst  of  Grand  Haven  Chapter.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  1.  (>.  O.  F.  and  G.  A.  R.  Hie  religious  belief  is  in  har- 
mony with  the  Unitarians  and  he  is  a  proiuitieni  member  of  that  society  in 
Grand  Haven.  Mr.  Farr  was  married  Scptcoiber  24,  1879,  at  Stowe, 
Vermont,  to  Miss  Sue  C.  Slayton,  a  niece  of  Hon.  Dwight  Cutler,  of 
Grand  Haven.  His  family  consists  of  five  daughters  and  one  son.  He 
has  the  capacity  and  qualities  for  Icddc  rsiiip  in  any  undertaking  and  that 
rank  is  usually  conceded  to  him  by  bis  cjlkagues.  He  has  participated 
in  every  State  campaign  on  the  stump  for  many  years  and  was  called  to 
speak  in  thirty  counties  during  the  last  campaign.  As  an  indication  of  the 
confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  party  at  home  the  fact  may  be  men* 
tioned  that  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  delegates  of  Ottawa  county  was 
cast  for  him  as  their  choice  for  Con^^res'^  in  the  last  noininafincr convention. 
He  is  a  director  of  the  Grand  Haven  National  Bank  and  has  held  the  office 
of  city  attorney. 
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JOHN  H.  PALMER.  1%  Rapta^.  Hon.  John  H.  Palmer,  Judge  of  thf^ 
Twenty-seventh  Judicial  (  iicuii  <il  Micliigan,  was  born  at  Goshen,  Con- 
necticut, June  2ij  1844.  His  parents,  Morgan  L.  Palmer  and  Mary  E. 
Philleo,  were  both  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York.  The  family  came 
to  Michigan  early  in  the  fifties,  locating  for  a  time  in  Grand  Rapids,  re- 
moving thence  to  Detroit  and  finally  settling  in  Big  Rapids.  Here  they 
nia<Je  a  home  as  permanent  a<;  the  miitation«  of  time  would  permit,  and 
here  the  parents  remained  imt  1  rltath.  Their  family  consisted  of  five 
children,  of  whom  John  H.  was  the  oldest.  The  rudiments  ol  his  educa- 
tion were  obtained  in  the  common  schools;  his  knowledge  of  literature, 
acquired  by  a  study  of  the  standard  authors,  and  his  practical  knowledge 
of  affairs,  which  comes  of  contact  with  men  and  familiarity  with  current 
events,  are  not  surpassed  by  the  acqnircnicnts  of  other  men  and  lawyers 
in  his  section  of  the  State,  wtictlicr  classically  educated  or  not.  He  had 
the  aspiration  to  rise  above  hi.s  boyhood  environment,  and  the  applica- 
tion, the  energy  and  the  will  to  make  his  aspiration  a  reality.  After  en- 
g^ing  in  several  avocations  in  his  young  manhood  he  decided  at  length  to 
study  law,  and  the  problem  of  his  future  v.  ;»^  solved.  From  that  time 
forward  he  was  settled.  The  work  of  the  profession  was  cong^enial  to  hts 
taste,  and  its  scope  equaled  the  measure  of  bis  ambition.  The  decision 
once  reached,  he  found  the  means  of  accomplishing  his  purpose.  He  en- 
tered the  Law  School  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  pursued  the 
course  of  study  one  year.  His  course  of  reading  and  legal  study  was 
continued  in  the  office  of  Fuller  &  Parsons,  of  Big  Rapids.  Here  he  was 
admitted  to  the  H?ir  in  tH7/|,  ^n<\  here  he  has  remained  continuously  in 
the  work  of  his  protcssion  to  the  preheat  time.  In  1876  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Michael  Brown,  which  continued  until  the  latter  was  elected 
Judge  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Judicial  Circuit.  Some  time  afterwards  he 
associated  with  him  in  partnership  his  brother,  Hon.  L.  G.  Palmer,  and 
this  relation  continued  until  he  was  elected  judge.  During  all  this  period 
he  was  engaged  in  f^^cneral  practice  in  the  State  and  United  States  courts. 
The  practice  included  ail  sorts  of  civil  cases,  involving  ^mall  amounts  and 
large  amounts;  requiring  a  knowledge  of  commercial  law,  corporation  law, 
the  law  affecting  the  rights  of  property,  the  title  to  real  estate,  and  in  fact 
every  species  of  litigation  growing  out  of  personal  controversies.  It  also 
included  criminal  cases.  He  could  not  take  care  of  such  a  practice  with- 
out bocominc:  a  f^^oofl  all  round  lawyer.  A  general  practice  tends  to  the 
development  ot  such  lawyers,  while  study  and  practice  in  a  single  branch 
of  the  law  tends  only  to  make  an  expert  in  that  particular  branch.  The 
old  lawyers  who  "rode  the  circuit"  had  a  broader  knowledge  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  law,  and  greater  facility  in  applying  them  to  a  great  variety 
of  cases,  than  many  of  the  modern  lawyers  who  seek  only  to  become 
learned  in  a  specialty  and  become  famou«?.  The  law  has  many  faces  and 
phases;  its  applications  are  almost  mtinite.    He  is  the  most  learned  in  it 
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whose  practice  leads  him  into  the  labyrinths  and  requires  investigation  of 
the  'arc^f^st  variety  of  cases,  involving  the  most  dissimilar  questions. 
Iiid;j;c  Fainicr  was  accustomed  to  meet  in  the  modern  forum  the  ablest 
lawyers  of  his  section  of  the  State.  He  met  them  on  equal  terms. 
His  side  of  any  controversy  was  sure  of  an  advocate  who  understood  it 
thoroughly,  and  maintained  it  with  ability.  This  should  be  spoken  to 
his  credit:  While  he  accepted  every  variety  of  cases  he  never  encouraged 
litt'c^ation  or  advised  3n  action  that  was  not  approved  by  his  conscience  or  his 
judgment.  He  advised  fir-t  the  cinploynicnl  of  every  resource  to  secure 
an  honorable  sciilcrncnt,  even  where  the  law  and  equities  supported  the 
contention  of  his  client.  He  recognized  the  fact  that  not  every  man  who 
has  a  grievance  can  afford  to  go  into  court  for  its  redress,  even  though 
the  law  affords  a  remedy  for  every  wrong.  He  served  the  municipality 
for  a  term  as  mayor,  in  comph"ancf>  with  the  preference  of  his  fellow  cit- 
izens, as  expressed  through  the  ballot  box.  In  1887  he  was  elected  judge 
of  the  Circuit  Court,  and  was  re-elected  in  1893  for  a  second  term  of  six 
years.  The  same  qualities  which  united  to  make  him  a  good  lawyer  serve 
him  equally  well  in  dischat^ing  the  duties  of  judge.  He  is  honest,  pains- 
taking and  trustworthy.  In  the  investigations  essential  to  a  correct  de- 
cision he  is  just  as  patient  and  iust  a«  thorovij^h  as  if  conducting  a  case 
in  court  for  his  ch'cnt.  There  is  perhaps  nei  jvuii;c  in  the  Stale  more 
industrious  in  the  examination  of  authorities  and  none  more  desirous  of 
reaching  a  right  conclusion.  He  has  an  excellent  law  library  and  spends 
much  time  in  it,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  being  informed  upon  the 
law  in  cases  brought  before  him,  but  also  for  his  own  culture  and  satis- 
faction. Affable  in  manner  and  courteous  in  his  deportment  toward 
members  of  the  Hir,  lu  enii)y<;  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all.  Asa  citi- 
zen no  man  is  found  who  speaivs  a  word  against  him.  He  is  liberal  in 
his  views,  and  generous  in  his  contributions  to  charity  and  the  promotion 
of  what  he  regards  the  public  good.  Judge  Palmer  was  married  Septem- 
ber 19,  1876,  to  Miss  FennellaV.  Pelton,  of  Grand  Rapids,  a  lady  of  edu- 
caUon.  liberal  culture  and  happy  disposition.  They  have  an  interesting 
family  of  four  children:  John  C,  a;,;e<i  eighteen,  now  a  student  in  the  Lit- 
erary Department  01  the  University  of  Michigan;  Bertha  M.,  aged  sixteen; 
Frances,  aged  thirteen;  and  Carl  P.,  eleven — at  this  writing  (1896). 


\VAL1I:R  1.  LILLIE,  Grand  Haven.  Mr.  LiUie  is  the  son  01  Joel  B. 
and  Sarah  Augur  (the  sister  of  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur)  Lillie,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York.  HLs  father's  ancestors  were 
Scotch-Danish  and  he  possesses  some  of  the  characteristics  of  both  nation- 
alities. Walter  I.  is  the  second  in  a  family  of  five  children.  He  was  born 
in  Ottawa  county.  Mich^n,  October  9,  l^SS-  where  his  father,  a  success- 
ful farmer  had  settled  ten  years  before.    By  enterprise,  thrift  and  economy 
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his  parent?  arcHmulatf d  ^nme  property  and  nftcr  the  death  of  hi?  mothfr, 
his  fatlicr  moved  to  C(>*'pcrsvilU.'.     VValli-r's  life  in  bcyhood  \v:is  a  type  of 
ilie  iuilustrious  son  of  the  better  class  ot  fanners,  his  tune  divided  between 
work  of  all  kinds  and  attendance  at  the  district  schools.    He  like  many 
other  boys  stayed  from  school  summers  and  worked  on  the  farm.  Thus 
the  time  was  passed  until  he  attained  his  majority,  when  he  entered  the 
Agricultural  College  at  Lansing,  and  by  teaching  winters  and  work  in 
summer  vacation  paid  his  own  way  through  college.     He  was  graduated 
three  years  later  and  went  straightway  to  Grand  Haven  and  into  the  law 
office  of  Hon.  George  A.  Farr  as  a  student.    He  read  the  text  books  of 
the  profession  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Farr  and  after  examination  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Grand  Haven  in  November,  1884.    After  teaching 
a  term  of  school  he  returned  to  the  office  of  Mr.  Farr  the  following  spring 
and  remained  witii  him  two  years,  in  order  to  acquire  facility  in  the 
preparation  of  legal  papers  and  become  familiar  with  methods  of  procedure, 
before  relying  entirely  upon  himself.    While  thus  employed  he  was 
nominated  and  elected  prosecuting  attorney  for  Ottawa  county  in  1886. 
The  conduct  of  this  important  oflfice  was  so  eminently  satisfactory  to  the 
public  that  he  was  renominated  and  re  elected  for  a  second  term.  ser\''ing 
altogether  a  period  of  four  years.    His  dischaige  of  the  duties  ot  prose- 
cuting attorney  before  the  grand  jury  and  in  court  commended  him  as 
worthy  of  other  honors  in  the  line  of  his  profession.    He  was  soon  appointed 
city  attorney  and  r^ppointed  for  several  terms.    It  was  during  his  adminis- 
tration of  this  nlTici.'  that  a  very  important  case.  "  The  City  of  Grand 
Haven  vs.  The  (  ii.j.iu]'  Haven  Water  Works  Company  "  was  tried  and 
carried  to  the  Supreme  Court  by  appeal.    His  old  preceptor,  George  A. 
Farr  was  called  to  assist  him  in  the  a^ument  on  behalf  of  the  city  and  a 
complete  victory  was  scored.    The  charter  of  the  Water  Company  was 
annulled  by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  many  thousand  dollars 
•-rtved  the  municipality.     During  hi?  term  as  prosccutin;^  attorney  the  ^^uit 
ul  AuJittjr  Cienera!  vs.  Ottawa  county  was  tried  and  many  iliou^-and  dollars 
saved  the  county.     Mr.  l.iilic  is  aicrt,  energetic  and  studious;  his  prcccp- 
tion  is  quick  and  clear;  his  mental  quality  is  analytical  and  he  is  favored 
with  the  intellectual  endowments  essential  to  marked  success  in  the  practice 
of  law.    He  has  the  Scotch  persistence  and  honesty;  the  Danish  [^entle- 
nes<  and  open-heartedness  which   inake  him  a  popvdar  comrade  and  a 
faithful  friend.     His  professional  lite  opens  with  a  promise  wiiost  fulfillment 
will  give  him  both  prestige  and  prominence.    Should  he  turn  aside  from  a 
career  in  the  law  for  one  in  politics,  for  which  the  prospect  is  alluring  to 
an  ambitious  young  man,  position  and  honors  may  be  achieved.    He  is  a 
Republican,  well  informed,  active  and  earnest  in  support  of  the  party  policy 
and  principles.    It  will  require  a  good  deal  of  firmness  and  much  hard 
study  along  profe§sional  lines  to  resist  the  temptation  preseiited  in  the  more 
"glittering  generalities"  of  a  public  career.     His  mental  qualities  and 

social  traits  are  recognized  and  esteemed  by  his  associates  at  the  Bar  and 
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in  the  community.    In  the  Supreme  Court  his  record  is  a  success,  marred 

by  tho  1n<:<5  of  but  few  cases  Hi''  per  cent  of  rr(9es  won  is  as  high  as  any 
in  the  State.     Mr.  Tj'llie  rnarried  .Si-jitcni  lu-r  28.  1866,  to  Miss  Ella 

McGrath,  of  Denison,  Ottawa  county.  They  have  a  family  of  four  children, 
all  boys.    Harold  I.,  Leo  C,  W.  Ivan  and  Hugh  E. 


FREDERICK  A.  NIMS,  Mviskes^on.  Mr.  Nims  is  nf  Enj^lish  extraction. 
The  foundei'S  of  the  American  branch  of  the  famiiy  came  from  England 
and  settled  in  Massachusetts  in  Colonial  times.  His  father,  Dr.  Dw^ht 
B.  NIms,  was  born  at  Conway,  Massachusetts,  In  1808.  His  mother, 
Anna  A.  White,  was  a  native  of  Madison  county,  New  York.  Dr.  Nims 
r.TTTie  west  and  t;ett!ed  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  in  i^^S-  The  subject 
of  our  sketch  ,itU-iided  the  district  schools  until  he  was  t\\  c!\'e  year-  of  ai;e. 
His  preparation  for  college  was  obtained  in  Wesieyan  Seminary  at  Albion, 
where  he  studied  several  years.  In  1853  he  entered  Hobart  College, 
Geneva,  New  York,  and  pursued  the  classical  course  for  three  years,  when 
he  was  obliged  to  desist  because  of  weakness  of  his  eyes.  The  cherished 
purpo'^e  of  completinf^  n  mllef^e  course  was  relinquished  becari^e  of 
apprehL-iision  iliat  permanent  impaiinicnt  of  sight  might  result  frnni  unre- 
mitting application  to  books.  He  left  .school  and  abandoned  literary  pur- 
suits for  nearly  two  years.  In  1858  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  In 
the  office  of  Withey  &  Gray  at  Grand  Rapids,  and  remained  with  them 
until  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  iSCo  Immediately 'afterwards  he  became 
associated  with  Col.  A.  T.  Mc Reynolds  in  practice,  a  relation  whose  aspect 
and  purpose  were  clianged  a  year  later  by  the  event  of  war.  When  Col. 
McReynolds  was  placed  ia  command  of  a  regiment  in  1861.  Mr.  Nims 
received  a  commission  as  second  lieutenant  and  afterwards  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant.  In  1864  he  was  mustered  out  on  account 
of  disability — ^illness  resulting  from  exposure.  A  year  was  passed  at  Grand 
Rapids  in  the  rcmncratinn  of  hi*;  health.  Tn  November,  1865,  he  removed 
to  Muskegon  ami  began  the  i)r;ictice  of  hiw  alone.  In  1867  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Francis  Sniiih  and  George  Gray,  from  which  Mr.  Gray 
.  retired  two  years  later.  In  1870  Mr.  D.  D.  Erwin  was  admitted  to  the 
firm,  making  it  Smith,  Nims  &  Erwin  until  1874.  Mr.  H.  J.  Hoyt  was 
then  admitted  to  the  partnership  and  for  twenty-two  years  the  style  of  the 
firm  h  is  bt.cn  Smith,  Niins,  Hoyt  &  Eruin.  It  is  recognized  by  the  pro- 
fession thiMUj;hnut  the  St.ite  and  rej^^ardcd  in  popular  i-sritnation  as  one  of 
the  most  capable  l.uv  lirms  in  We.steni  Michigan.  In  tiic  variety  of 
talents  united,  no  less  than  the  ability  of  the  individuals,  the  power  of  the 
combination  consists.  Mr.  Nims  may  be  classed  as  a  business  lawyer. 
His  intellectual  trend  is  toward  business  and  industrial  enterprises.  Actu- 
ated by  a  hberal  public  spirit  he  was  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  in  pro- 
moting the  railroad  interests  of  his  town.    In  1868  he  was  one  of  the 
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incorporator'?  nf  the  Muskegon  and  Feny^burg  railroad,  which  he  s'/rv  cd 
as  secretary  and  attorney  until  the  line  wai.  completed  and  equipped.  This 
was  the  pioneer  among  railways  connecting  Muskegon  with  the  world  of 
commerce.  It  compelled  the  construction  of  others,  with  which  it  was 
consolidated  in  1870,  and  at  length  became  a  link  in  the  Chicago  and  West 
Michigan  system.  For  several  years  I\Tr.  Nims  was  n  dirfctor  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Miiskec^oii.  He  was  also  one  of  the  incor|jorators  of 
the  Merchants  National  Bank,  of  whose  directory  he  was  for  several  years 
a  member.  At  one  time  he  was  president  of  the  City  Street  Railroad 
Company.  While  giving  his  time  and  thought  primarily  to  his  profession 
and  a  considerable  portion  of  both  to  business  and  community  interests, 
he  ha?  re'^ervf'd  and  devoted  much  to  the  betterment  of  his  city  by 
cn!ar(.;ing  and  impnn  ing  ihr  means  and  facilities  for  popular  education. 
For  twenty  years  he  ha^  served  the  city  as  a  member  ot  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation and  for  several  >  cars  served  the  board  as  president.  His  charitable 
impulse  and  fraternal  spirit  are  suggested  by  membership  in  the  order  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  for  thirty  years,  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
the  G  A  R.  He  is  a  Knight  Tcinplar  and  a  member  of  Muskegon 
CommandLiy.  He  is  also  a  menibt  r  of  the  military  order  of  the  Loyal 
Legion  oi  the  U.  S.  He  was  elected  Master  of  his  Masonic  Lodge  in 
1888.  He  was  married  February  20,  1862,  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of 
Col.  A.  T.  McReynolds,  who  became  the  mother  of  two  children,  both  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  Hts  wife  died  in  1872  and  he  wa^  married  May  27, 
1873,  to  Ellen  S.,  also  a  daughter  of  Col.  McReynolds,  by  whom  he  has  had 
seven  children.  Mr  Nims  is  classed  as  a  Democrat  politically,  but  has 
never  held  a  political  ofificc.  The  consensus  of  opinion  collected  from 
members  of  the  profession  and  citizens  of  Muskegon  warrants  the  estimate 
that  his  personal  character  is  irreproachable;  that  his  professional  standing 
is  high;  that  his  intimate  and  influential  relations  toward  enterprises  which 
promote  the  public  welfare  afford  a  substantia!  basi^  of  popular  esteem  : 
that  his  ability,  scholarship  and  social  traits  qualify  him  for  membership  in 
the  most  cultured  society;  that  his- home  is  the  nursery  of  progress  and 
refinement. 


HIRAM  J.  HOYT,  Muskegon.  Mr.  Hoyt  is  a  native  of  Michigaii.  He 
was  bom  in  Commerce,  Oakland  county,  March  25,  1843.  His  father 
was  Dr.  James  W.  Hoyt,  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  for  many 
years  one  of  the  most  prominent  physicians  of  Oakland  -  county.  His 
mother  was  Mai^aret  Barritt,  a  most  estimable  woman,  who  was  born  in 
Steuben  county,  New  York.  Mr.  Hoyt  has  not  devoted  time  to  the 
study  of  genealogy  or  digging  up  the  roots  of  his  ancestral  tree.  Believing 
that  a  man's  position  and  success  in  life  are  dependent  more  upon  personal 
character  and  individual  effort  than  extended  lineage,  he  has  employed  his 
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energies  with  affairs  of  the  preseiU  ami  preparation  for  the  future.  By 
this  statement  it  must  not  be  assumed  that  he  has  n^kcted  to  read 
the  history  of  past  ages  or  study  the  conditions  of  government  and  society. 
On  the  contrary  he  has  been  a  student  of  history  of  the  nations  and  the 
world.  He  has  read  the  biographies  of  the  men  conspicuous  in  making 
the  history  of  the  different  epochs.  All  of  which  is  essential  to  great 
breadth  anil  power  in  a  profession  —  most  of  all  the  professioTi  which  Mr. 
Hoyt  espoused  early  in  life.  He  attended  the  district  schools  until 
eleven  years  of  age,  when  he  was  ready  for  academic  studies.  He  was 
then  sent  to  Aurora  Academy,  at  East  Aurora,  New  York,  in  which  he 
took  the  full  curriculum.  He  was  graduated  in  1863  and  immediately 
took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  tlic  late  M.  E.  Crofoot.  After 
spending  three  years  in  study  under  the  direction  of  a  capable  instnictor 
he  passed  the  required  examination  before  Judge  Santoid  M.  Green,  and 
received  a  license  from  that  venerable  jurist,  who  was  then  at  the  zenith 
of  his  fame.  This  was  in  1866,  and  the  following  year  he  located  in 
Muskegon  and  quietly  announced  that  he  was  ready  for  legal  business.  He 
was  well  qualified  for  a  young  man  and  al)l(:  to  take  rare  of  the  cases 
which  came  to  him.  He  was  able  to  stand  alone  anrl  did  manage  an 
independent  practice  for  seven  years.  In  1874  he  became  associated  355  a 
partner  with  Francis  Smith,  Frederick  A.  Nims  and  David  D.  Erwin, 
completing  the  firm  of  Smith,  Nims,  Hoyt  &  Erwin.  The  individual 
partners  are  all  good  lawyers,  the  firm  is  the  oldest  in  Muskegon  and  one 
of  the  most  reputable,  as  well  as  able  and  successful,  in  the  entire  State. 
It  is  entirely  proper  to  say  that  it  has  loni^  enjoyed  the  leading  position  in 
the  courts  of  Musk^on,  both  in  the  magnitude  and  the  character  of  prac- 
tice. Its  clientage  is  lai^e  and  liberal,  making  a  lucrative  business.  The 
firm  of  which  Mr.  Hoyt  is  a  member  has  a  general  practice,  and  they  go 
into  all  of  the  courts  of  the  State,  as  well  as  the  United  States,  and, 
therefore,  are  always  busy  and  generally  successful.  He  has  given  his 
mind  primarily  to  the  law  and  not  been  tempted  by  the  offer  of  political 
advancement  through  public  otfice.  He  is  a  Democrat  and  always  has 
been,  by  inheritance  and  personal  choice.  He  has  taken  active  interest  in 
political  aifairs  and  is  gratified  with  the  success  of  his  party,  because  it 
represents  the  principles  which  he  believes  should  triumph  in  elections  and 
dominate  in  administration;  but  this  gratification  is  devoid. of  any  per- 
sonal interest  and  not  characterized  by  a  celf-secking  motive.  He  has 
long  been  affiliated  with  Masonry  and  has  attained  the  thirty-second 
degree.  He  is  a  Knight  Templar  and  member  of  the  Muskegon  com- 
mandery.  His  religious  views  are  liberal,  as  indicated  by  membership  in  the 
Universaltst  Church.  Mr.  Hoyt  was  married  February  26,  1867,  to  Miss 
Ada  E.  Smith,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Oakland,  Michigan. 
They  have  one  child,  Wilbur  S.,  who  is  a  t^radtiate  of  Orchard  Lake 
Military  Academy,  and  settled  iij  California,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
business. 
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CffAKI.I.S  C.  ROOD.  dccr;iscd.  Charles  (  .  Koo/;,  late  of  Grand 
R.ipidb,  was  born  in  Nortlu  rn  Vermont,  October  24,  1815.  He  was  the 
son  of  Ezra  Rood,  a  farmer,  and  Betsy  Conant,  and  was  one  of  the  large 
family  of  children  who  lost  their  father  after  they  came  to  the  wilds  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  in  1822.  The  family  settled  in  Pontiac.  It  is 
pre-eminently  true  of  n  hoy  so  situated,  on  the  extreme  verge  of  civiliza- 
tion— in  the  actual  wcslern  wilds  that  ibcn  was  no  royal  road  to  learn- 
ing or  professional  distinction.  To  maintain  life  was  a  strenuous  struggle 
with  poverty  and  privation,  so  severe  that  few  living  at  the  present  time 
have  any  just  conception  of  it.  Up  to  the  time  of  his  father's  death  this 
boy  knew  little  of  books  cTn  l  n nthing  of  the  English  grammar.  After  he 
was  If  ft  to  bnffct  with  fortuii.  lu  c:une  into  possession  of  a  copy  of  a  text 
book  on  grammar,  which  he  lastened  to  the  plow  with  pages  open,  so  that 
he  might  study  while  he  worked.  The  sainc  energy,  devotion,  fortitude 
and  steadfastness  were  exhibited  in  pursuing  his  studies  and  laying  the 
foundation  for  his  professional  career,  so  that  when  he  came  to  Grand 
Rapids  early  in  (846  he  was  quail  Bed  for  the  companionship  which  awaited 
him  at  the  Bar.  He  had  studied  with  eminent  lawyers  in  Detroit  and 
Marsliall  for  several  years.  His  hard  work  and  remarkable  application  had 
qualified  him  for  the  arduous  labors  of  the  profession  by  the  side  of  the 
able  and  earnest  pioneers  who  had  settled  in  the  frontier  village .  before 
him.  Among  his  associates  at  the  Bar  in  those  early  days  were  Judges 
Martin,  Withey  and  Holmes,  John  Ball,  Thomas  B.  Church,  C.  P.  Cal- 
kins, Ralph  Cole,  Lucius  Patter<:on,  A  I).  Rathbone,  J.  S.  Chamberlin, 
and  E.  E.  Sargent.  An  incident  of  his  experience  in  Detroit  serves  to 
illustrate  his  resourcefulness.  While  studying  law  and  teaching  there,  the 
new  process  of  photographing  invented  by  Daguerro  was  first  introduced 
in  Detroit.  He  formed  a  partnership  with  a  youi^  man  whom  he  sent  to 
Buffalo  to  learn  the  business,  paying  the  expenses  himself,  but  his  partner 
was  a  failure  and  Mr.  Rood  operated  the  gallery  himself  for  some  time 
successfully.  The  keynote  to  his  character  and  to  his  mind,  the  index 
from  which  his  career  might  easily  have  been  prophesied  may  be  dis- 
covered in  the  manner  in  which  he  selected  a  permanent  residence  as  a 
young  lawyer.  He  visited  the  United  States  Land  Office  and  discovered 
that  nearly  all  of  the  entries  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Grand  Rap:c!«  were 
in  small  tracts— 40's,  8o's  and  l6o's, — as  farms  were  then  known.  They 
had  been  taken  evidently  by  men  who  were  securing  permanent  homes  for 
themselves;  there  were  no  speculative  features  in  the  growth  of  the  com- 
munity, and  with  such  a  people  in  such  a  new  country  he  desired  to  iden- 
tify himself.  While  thoroughly  grounded  in  all  the  branches  of  his 
profession,  and  a  student  who  could  well  prepare  any  case,  he  early 
devoted  himself  ahnost  wholly  to  commercial  practici.,  and  held  strongly 
to  the  tiieory  that  litigation  should  ever  be  only  the  tina.  resort.  He  soon 
secured  a  lai^e  circle  of  clients  who  found  him  especially  capable,  faithful. 
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industrious  and  honorable.  Their  business  prospered  in  his  care,  but  was 
so  managed  that  when  the  larc;o  in*^ere'=ts  and  collections  of  his  practice 
are  considered  he  seldom  had  occasion  to  apijcar  in  court.  He  became  an 
authority  in  his  branch  of  the  profession  in  the  young  and  growing  city; 
his  name  was  a  synonym  for  exact  dealing  and  unvarying  performance  of 
his  promises ;  his  work  was  always  good ;  his  counsels  were  safe  and  wise, 
Whatsoever  his  hands  found  to  do  he  did  with  his  might,  with  a  single- 
ness of  purpose  that  inevitahly  achieved  success.  Although  never  brilliant 
or  dashing  he  accomplished  pr;ictir;i]  results  for  others,  and  heilCc  for  him- 
self, that  in  later  life  compelled  liiin  to  withdraw  from  the  more  active 
practice  and  devote  himself  to  the  care  of  his  own  private  interests.  His  only 
partnership  in  the  law  was  with  Judge  J.  W.  Champlin.  His  was  a  tem- 
perament that  found  no  pleasure  in  public  plaudits  or  official  stations.  He 
gladly  left  to  oth<"r<?  the  cares  and  doubtful  rewards  of  office-holding  and 
kindred  acti\'iliLs.  1 1  is  family  and  his  professional  duties  secured  his  devo- 
tion; yet  he  louud  Lime  to  serve  for  more  than  one  term  as  president  of 
the  earliest  Bar  Association,  prior  to  i860,  and  gave  much  consideration 
and  practical  labor  to  his  duties.  He  neglected  no  duty  as  a  member  of 
his  profession,  as  a  citizen,  as  a  tax  payer.  rr>  the  head  of  a  family,  or  as 
one  of  the  pioneers  in  a  rapidly  o;rowing  city  which  evidently  had  a  brilliant 
future.  He  lielpod  earnestly  in  the  old  fashioned,  solid,  de'-irnhle  way  to 
conserve  the  proper  development  ot  the  city,  finding  his  reward  in  the 
added  comfort  and  better  opportunities  thus  secured  for  his  own  family 
and  his  neighbors.  No  member  of  the  Michigan  Bar,  with  which  he  was 
connected  for  half  a  century — forty- five  years  of  the  time  as  a  leader  tn 
the  Grand  Rapids  R.Tr — had  a  more  profound  sense  and  keen  appreciation 
of  the  dignities,  hoii  ns  and  responsibilities  of  what  should  be  included  in 
or  indicated  by  such  it>ernbership.  The  feeling  of  obligation ;  the  solemnity 
of  his  oath  upon  admission,  as  a  sworn  officer  of  the  courts,  deepened  and 
broadened  with  advancing  years ;  and  he  was  an  urgent  force,  most  zealous 
and  faithful  in  the  insistence  upon  a  hiyh  standard  of  professional  ethics. 
He  believed  that  none  but  the  worthy  should  be  allowed  to  retain  mem- 
bership in  the  B.-ir.  He  held  that  the  Bar  <:hotiM  pjuard  it?  tnembcr>lui) 
carefully  as  a  churcii  is  expected  to  do  and  protect  itself  from  unworthy 
members.  His  quiet,  persistent  effort  in  this  direction  was  a  potent 
influence  which  continues  to  live  after  he  is  gone,  and  through  its  effect 
upon  his  surviving  contemporaries  will  mold  the  Opinions  and  influence 
the  acts  of  many  to  wh.  in  he  will  be  but  a  name  on  the  pages  of  history. 
When  In  rested  from  his  labors  (which  continued  to  within  two  day=  of 
hi.s  dealhj  almost  the  sole  survivor  of  that  earliest  Bar  Association,  and  of 
the  brilliant  pioneers  of  Western  Michigan,  his  associates  felt  that  an 
upright,  honest  lawyer,  a  true  friend  and  a  useful  citizen  had  left  them  a 
precious  legacy.  They  realized  that  his  wise  counsels  and  the  quiet, 
unnbtnisive  deeds  which  characterized  his  life  would  live  aS  a  memory 
highly  prized  and  cherished  by  a  community  ennobled  by  his  simple  and 
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exemp!ar\' life.  Charles  C.  Rood  died  Febmarv  -  i ,  '891.  The  Bar 
Association  of  Grand  Rciptds»  of  which  he  had  been  an  early  president, 
held  a  meeting  to  commemorate  his  life  and  labors.  Judge  William  E. 
Grove  presided  and  Mr.  Hughes  acted  as  secretary.  Resolutions  were 
adopted  expressive  of  the  sentiment  of  the  Bar  and  testifying  to  the  emi- 
nently practical  usefulness  of  the  deceased  in  the  community.  T.rief 
addresses  were  made  by  E.  S.  Et^e;!eston.  N.  A.  Fletcher,  Edwin  F. 
Uhl,  John  T.  Miller,  T.  J.  G"Brien  and  others.  Among  the  virtues 
which  all  remembered  were  his  integrity  as  a  man  and  his  honesty  in  all 
of  the  affairs  of  life.  They  referred  to  him  as  a  safe  counsellor,  forceful 
and  determined  in  the  prosecution  of  his  business,  stopping  at  no  obstacles 
that  honorable  means  could  overcome;  his  conversation,  rich  in  reminis- 
cences; hi«  punctuality,  as  that  of  a  man  who  never  forf^ot  an  obligation 
or  failed  to  keep  his  word ;  and  above  all  the  kindliness  and  sympathy  of 
his  nature.  Mr.  Rood  was  a  Democrat  who  never  held  office.  He  was 
a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  He  married  Cornelia  Foster,  daughter  of  F.  D. 
A.  Foster,  of  Grand  Rapids.  Tlu  ihn  ;  children  bom  of  this  marriage, 
who,  with  the  widow  surx  ivc,  are  Mr^.  Rmcst  B.  ?'i  her,  Charles  F.  Rood, 
and  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Reuwick,  ail  residents  of  Grand  Rapids. 


GEORGE  P.  WANTY,  Grand  Rapids.  George  Proctor  Wanty,  late  presi- 
dent of  the  Mich'Vnn  State  Bar  Association,  was  born  March  12,  iS-~,f>,  at 
Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  His  father,  Samuel  Wanly,  married  Elizabeth 
Proctor  at  Holbeach,  Lincolnshire,  England,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1853,  settling  first  in  Brooklyn  and  moving  thence  to  Detroit, 
and  finally  to  Ann  Arbor,  in  1855,  where  he  died  in  1859.  His  primary 
and  academic  education  was  received  in  the  common  and  high  schools  of 
Ann  Arbor.  At  an  e,^rly  aije  he  sought  employment  and  was  c!ijjaored 
first  aj»  clerk  in  a  bank  at  Ann  Arbor,  of  which  Judge  Cooiey  was  a 
director,  and  later  he  was  bookkeeper  for  an  iron  manufacturing  company 
at  Bay  City.  His  propensity  and  aspirations  were  for  the  law,  even  before 
he  accepted  other  employment,  and  the  purpose  to  enter  the  legal  profes- 
sion was  held  steadily  during  all  the  years  of  preliminary  work.  This 
hopeful  looking  forward  to  the  realization  of  n  cherished  dream  relieved 
the  labor  necessary  to  that  end  from  the  aspect  of  drudgery.  At  length 
his  savings  enabled  him  to  take  up  the  desired  course  of  study,  and  he 
was  graduated  in  1878  from  the  Law  Department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  entering  at  once  upon  the  practice  at  Grand  Rapids.  He  has 
been  associated  as  co  partner  with  Col.  Thaddeus  Footc.  Hon.  Fred.  A. 
Maynard  and,  since  iSS?;,  with  Niram  A.  Fletcher.  lie  has  enjoyed  the 
friendship  and  counsel  ot  Judge  Cooiey  from  boyhood,  and  early  promised 
this  venerable  jurist  that  he  would  make  the  law  and  not  politics  his  profes- 
sion.   The  promise  was  regarded  at  the  time  as  inviolable  and  has  never 
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been  broken.  Mr.  Wanty  hri>:  declined  all  politicnl  office's,  although  he 
ha.s  always  been  a,ssiduous  in  ihc  discharge  of  his  duty  as  a  citizen,  in  par- 
ticipating in  ail  elections  and  doing  whatever  he  could  for  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  community  and  the  Government.  He  is  an  Episcopalian  in 
religion  and  a  Republican  in  politics.  The  average  lawyer  is  too  prone  to 
follow  in  the  steps  of  the  ante-diluvian  and  imagine  that  dust  and  litter 
are  indication-  of  thrift  and  thoroughness.  This  is  iiol  the  case  with 
Fletcher  &  \Vant\'.  They  tet^atd  the  ■^vstcmatic,  onjerly  arrangement  of 
papers  relating  to  all  affairs  as  conducive  to  the  dispatch  of  business.  Per- 
fection of  indexing  and  annotation  of  cases  is  observed  in  their  office,  so 
that  the  papers  and  even  the  letters  a  dozen  years  old,  in  any  desired  case 
on  their  books,  can  be  found  and  hai^d*  d  to  you  free  from  dust,  inside  of 
twenty  minutes.  Such  a  lawyer's  office  is  so  rare  that  when  found  it  is 
worthy  ol  ommendatory  notice.  The  practice  of  the  firm  i?  c^eneral,  but 
nmostiy  confined  to  civil  cases,  and  as  the  attorneys  of  large  mercantile 
houses  and  corporations  they  are  retained  in  the  State  and  United  States 
courts  in  suits  of  great  importance.  Mr.  Wanty  is  essentially  an  advocate 
and  attends  almost  exclusively  to  court  business  in  the  trial  of  cases.  He 
is  a  furcilile  ppral<er,  clear  in  his  enunciation,  and  uses  no  superfluous  words. 
His  bearing  is  affable  and  dignified,  his  manner  imprc-sivc;  so  that  he 
commands  the  respectful  attention  of  both  judge  and  jury,  and  his  argu- 
ment is  worthy  of  their  consideration.  The  secret  of  his  success  lies  in 
his  being  convinced  of  the  absolute  honesty  of  his  cause  and  putting  the 
facts  in  evidence  in  their  proper  order, — and  in  his  argument  placing  them 
before  the  court  and  jury  in  clean-cut,  well-adjusted  periods,  strongly 
fortified  with  fittinj^  precedents.  So  r-arne^.t  is  he  in  thr  management  of  a 
case  in  court  that  it  may  be  said  of  him,  as  it  was  of  Erskine, — ^he  manages 
the  cases  for  his  clients  as  they  would  themselves,  having  his  ability.  His 
standing  in  the  profession  is  evidenced  by  his  election  to  the  presidency  of 
the  State  Bar  Association  in  1894.  His  executive  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  a'-.sociatinn  was  able;  hi«  dutie?  a<=  presiding  officer  at  its  meetings 
were  dischargrd  v.  itli  .tbiiity,  dignity  and  iniparti.dit y.  Mr,  Wanty  mar- 
ried in  Chicago,  June  22,  1886,  Miss  Emma  Nichols,  M.  D.  Miss 
Nichols  occupied  an  enviable  position  as  an  associate  of  Dr.  William  H. 
Byford,  of  Chicago,  and  lecturer  in  the  Women's  Medical  College,  and 
since  her  marriage  has  maintained  an  office  for  consultation  in  the  city  of 
Grand  Rapid<^.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wanty: 
H<:lfii.  aged  nine;  and  I'liomas  Cooley,  aged  seven.  Mr.  Wanty 's  mother 
is  also  a  member  of  his  household. 
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THOMAS  J.  O  BklEN,  Grand  Rapids.  Mr.  O'Brien  was  born  in  Jack- 
son, Michigan,  July  30,  1842.  His  father,  Timothy  O'Brien,  was  a  native 
of  Dunmanway,  County  Cork,  Ireland,  who  early  in  life  went  to  London 
where  he  married  Elizabeth  Lander,  of  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and  they  moved 
to  Jackson,  Michigan,  in  1837.  He  passed  his  boyhood  on  his  father's 
farm,  but  at  seventeen  he  left  home  In  quest  of  an  education.  After  a 
course  at  the  high  school  in  Marshall,  and  preparation  as  a  student  in  the 
law  office  of  J.  C.  Titz  Gerald,  he  entered  the  University  Law  School  at 
Ann  Arbor,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1864.  He  then  returned 
to  Marshall,  forming  with  his  former  preceptor  the  firm  of  Fitz  Gerald  & 
O'Brien,  which  continued  until  he  was  invited  by  D.  Darwin  Hughes  to 
remove  to  Grand  Rapids.  The  firm  of  HugliLS  &  O'Brien  was  formed  in 
1 87 1,  and  this  firm,  and  that  of  Hughes,  O'Brien  &  Smiley  continued 
until  just  before  the  death  of  Mr.  Hughes  in  1883.  The  firm  was  engaged 
in  nearly  every  important  case  in  Western  Michigan  during  its  existence, 
as  a  glance  at  the  cases  reported  in  the  reports  of  the  Michigan  Supreme 
Court,  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  and  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  will  show.  Mr.  Huc^hc^  was  the  general  counsel  and  Mr.  O'Brien 
tlic  assistant  general  counsel  of  the  Grand  Rapids  and  Indiana  Railroad 
Company;  but  in  addition  to  the  legal  work  of  this  company,  their  practice 
covered  every  department  of  the  law,  and  the  firm  was  conceded  to  be  one 
of  the  strongest  in  the  State.  The  work  of  Mr.  O'Brien  was  largely  that 
of  counsellor  and,  although  he  often  took  an  active  part  in  the  trial  of 
catises,  his  judgment  in  dlrcctincr  rlicnts  out  of  their  difficulties  and  manag- 
ing their  affairs  so  that  they  avoided  the  entanglements  ot  the  law  was  most 
valuable.  In  those  causes  where  he  did  not  appear  in  court  his  thoughtful 
and  thorough  preparation  of  both  the  law  and  the  facts  was  an  apparent 
and  important  factor  in  the  linn's  success.  When  Mr.  Hughes  died  Mr. 
O'Brien  succeeded  him  as  general  counsel  of  the  Grand  Rapids  and  Indiana 
Railroad  Company,  which  position  he  still  holds.  The  dutie^:  of  this  posi- 
tion, however,  have  never  taken  him  out  of  the  general  practice,  and  he 
tries,  especially  in  the  appellate  courts,  many  of  the  most  important  cases 
arising  in  the  Western  part  of  the  State.  Mr.  O'Brien  has  had  many 
tempting  offers  to  leave  the  general  practice  of  the  law,  but  no  pecuniary 
emoluments  could  attract  him  from  his  first  ambition,  to  live  the  life  of  an 
active  and  studious  lawyer.  He  has  never  sought  public  office,  and 
although  he  was  nominated  for  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  1^83, 
it  was  done  without  solicitation  on  his  part,  and  the  defeat  of  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  that  year  kept  him  in  the  ranks  of  his  profession,  where  he 
prefers  to  be.  He  was  sent  to  St.  Louis  in  1896  as  a  delegate-at -large  to 
the  National  Republican  Convention,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Committee 
to  notify  Mr.  McKinley  of  his  nomination.  He  is  President  of  the  Antrim 
Iron  Company  and  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Law  Library,  and  a  director 
of  the  National  City  Bank,  the  Kent  County  Savings  Bank,  the  Grand 
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Rapids  Gas  Light  Company,  the  Alabastine  Company,  and  the  Mackinac 
Hotel  Company,  and  Receiver  of  the  Grand  Rapids  I'v  IratiHc  Company. 
AH  of  Mr.  O'Brien's  acquaintances  are  hn;  f-iend>  and  w<  II  wisliers,  as  his 
genial  inti  open  manner  attracts  every  t>ur  \n  him.  iiis  wite,  whom  he 
married  after  his  removal  to  Grand  Rapids,  is  the  daughter  of  the  late 
Williajn  Alanson  Howard,  a  native  of  Vermont,  who  was  a  man  of  high 
character  and  a  lawyer  of  great  ability.  He  served  six  years  in  Congress 
and  was  one  of  the  noteworthy  members  of  the  hotr>c.  Mi.  O'Brien 
attends  the  Episcopal  Church  and  is  highly  esteemed  in  the  community 
where  he  has  lived  lor  the  past  twenty-five  years. 


Gl  -ORGE  E.  NICHOLS,  Ionia.  Mr.  Nichols  was  born  in  Eaton  county, 
Michigan,  Augu'^1  ^.  \9,6i,  on  the  f^irm  which  has  been  the  family  homr 
for  more  than  sixty  year-.  His  jmk  iits  arr  still  living  on  the  farm.  Both 
of  them  are  of  EngHsh  ticscent  and  both  were  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  hi's  father,  George  W.  Nichols,  in  1822,  his  mother,  Sarah  Preston, 
in  1829.  His  father  came  to  Michigan  at  the  age  of  eleven  and  settled  in 
Eaton  county,  was  bred  a  farmer,  has  always  been  a  farmer  and  for  half  a 
century  has  garnered  the  crops  from  his  own  (urnn.  George  attended  the 
district  schools  until  he  was  sixteen;  after  that  a  private  academy  or  select 
school  at  Grand  Ledge,  four  years.  He  toolc  up  the  study  of  law  at  twenty 
with  A.  A.  Ellis,  in  Ionia;  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1883  after  examina- 
tion, by  Judge  V.  H.  Smith.  He  first  opened  an  office  for  practice  at 
Grand  Ledge,  where  he  remained  eighteen  months.  Receiving  an  appoint- 
ment of  deputy  prosecuting  attorney  at  that  time  he  removed  to  Tonia, 
which  has  remained  his  home  continuously.  From  1886  to  1892  he  was 
associated  in  partnership  with  Judge  D.  M.  Davis  until  the  latter  was 
elected  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court.  He  was  associated  as  a  partner  with 
A.  A.  Ellis  during  the  latter's  second  term  as  attorney  general  of  the 
State.  In  January  1895  he  formed  a  partnership  with  T.  F.  McGarty,  of 
Grand  Rapids,  under  the  -m  '-  of  McGnrryr  Sr  Nichols,  retaining  at  the 
same  time  his  office  in  Ionia.  1  he  firm  has  (.iliccs  both  in  Grand  Rapids 
and  Ionia  and  engages  in  general  practice  throughout  that  section  of  the 
State.  Mr.  Nichols  gives  special  attention  to  the  trial  of  causes  and  has 
had  large  experience  in  that  line  of  practice.  He  is  recognized  by  the 
profession  as  a  skillful  jury  lawyer  having  been  very  successful  in  obtaining 
verdicts  for  his  clients.  He  has  also  been  engaged  in  numerous  important 
cases  before  the  Supreme  Court,  amonp:  which  is  the  well  known  case 
against  Warden  Farscll  of  the  State  House  of  Correction  at  Ionia.  The 
controversy  arose  over  ParselPs  right  to  retain  the  office  of  Warden  after 
his  party  had  gone  out  of  power,  and  although  the  entire  State  adminis- 
tration was  against  Farsell  and  had  the  assistance  of  the  best  legal  talent  in 
the  State,  yet,  Mr.  Nichols,  as  counsel  for  Parsell,  kept  the  Warden  and 
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hi.  followers  in  power  for  months,  and  his  skillful  management  of  the 
mat  ter  received  flatterinp;  rommfint  even  from  tho<;e  who  opposed  him  most 
bitterly.  It  is  probable  that  the  cngagiug  manners  and  popular  traits  in 
the  character  of  Mr.  Nichols  have  given  him  a  larger  acquaintance  than 
most  lawyers  of  his  age.  This  general  acquaintance  has  contributed  much 
to  the  building  up  of  the  large  business  which  his  firm  now  controls.  His 
direct  and  straightforward  methods  of  business  commend  themselves  to 
clients  so  that  what  is  secured  by  of^her  tr^catm  is  held  by  fidelity  and  prompt 
attention.  He  lias  made  rapid  progress  in  the  profession  and  at  the  age  of 
thirty-five  holds  a  position  which  many  lawyers  are  unable  to  attain  in  a 
quarter  of  a  century  of  hard  work.  Such  a  position  is  not  attained  and 
held  without  industry  in  the  management  of  business  and  close  application 
to  the  study  of  cases  as  well  as  the  general  study  of  law.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  hnt  ha-  never  been  an  office-holder.  He  i<;  not  without 
ambition,  but  tlius  far  his  aspirations  have  been  toward  honor  and  fame  in 
his  profession  rather  than  in  the  lower  plane  of  modern  partisan  politics. 
Mr.  Nichols  was  married  in  1888  to  Harriet  Kennedy,  of  Ionia.  They 
have  one  son,  five  years  old. 


ARTHUR  R.  ROOD,  Grand  Rapids.  Arthur  Raymond  Rood  is  of 
English  extraction.  His  mother,  Ann  Eliza  Clark,  was  bom  in  Michigan, 
althoui^'h  l)nth  of  her  parents  were  natives  of  the  north  of  England.  His 

father.  Ilcnry  C.  Rood,  was  born  in  V»*rnunit  ;ind  dp>;crndrd  from  ances- 
tors wiio  emigrated  from  England  ami  si  tilr<]  in  X'.  rnuint  b(  iMre  th^;  Ameri- 
can Revolution.  Henry  C.  Rood  was  brougiit  to  Michigan  by  his  parents 
when  only  six  years  of  age,  and  became  one  of  the  pioneer  farmers  of 
Lapeer  county.  He  is  living  in  Lapeer  at  the  present  time.  Arthur  Ray- 
mond was  born  it  Lapeer  September  27,  1  "  He  worked  on  his  father's 
farm  fn  youth  and  attrndcd  the  district  s(.:h<.>!  il  in  season  imtil  thirteen  years 
old.  He  then  entered  the  high  schnol  ,\\  Lapeei,  finished  its  course  and 
was  graduated  in  1876.  In  tlic  autumn  oi  the  same  year  he  inatrtculaLed 
at  the  University  of  Michigan  and  pursued  the  studies  of  the  Literary 
Department  continuously  for  three  years.  He  had  by  this  time  found  it 
necessary  to  earn  the  money  for  his  own  personal  expenses,  and  after  teach- 
ing for  one  year  he  returned  to  the  T'nirersitv,  completed  the  Latin  scien- 
tific course  and  was  graduated  in  i<SSi  with  the  clein'ee  oi  Ph.  B.,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  Master's  degree  was  cunicired  on  aim  for  extra  work  done 
during  the  course.  For  the  first  year  after  his  graduation  he  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  public  schools  at  Saline.  The  vacations  and  all  of  the  hours 
that  could  be  spared  from  his  duties  as  teacher  were  occupied  with  the 
study  of  law,  and  his  proficiency  was  such  that  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
in  the  fall  of  1882.  About  the  same  time  he  was  admitted  tn  the  senior 
class  of  the  Law  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  as  his  pre- 
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liminary  studies  were  accepted  as  the  equivalent  of  the  Mrst  year's  course 
of  study;  so  that  he  was  able  to  graduate  with  his  class  in  the  spring  of 
1883  and  receive  I  lie  degree,  Bachelor  of  Laws,  immediately  alter  gradua- 
tion he  located  at  Grand  Rapids  and  spent  a  short  time  in  the  law  office  of 
Hughes  &  Smiley.  This  was  followed  by  a  brief  period  in  the  office  of 
Fred  A.  Maynard,  and  a  year  with  Turner  &  Carroll.  He  then  opened  an 
ofifice  for  himself,  through  the  substantia)  assistance  of  Mr.  Charles  C. 
Rood,  and  practised  alone  until  Janii.Try.  '803,  when  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Mr,  Will  E.  Ryan.  The  firm  of  Rood  &  Ryan  continues  to  do 
businc&s.  His  practice  is  general,  although  liis  preference  is  for  commer- 
cial law.  Mr.  Rood  is  a  Republican,  not  only  in  belief,  but  in  the  support 
of  his  belief.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Republican  City  Committee  in  the 
campaign  of  i80.  He  has  never  at  any  time  held  political  office.  He 
has  been  a  Mason  since  1886,  and  is  not  only  proficient  in  Ancient  Craft 
Masonry,  but  has  advanced  to  the  Tliir; y-'^eroiul  (k'yri  c,  and  i-,  a  ineinbcr 
of  DeWitt  Clinton  Consistory  of  Grand  Ka|)id^.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  man  of  active  tern{>erament  and  energetic, 
has  traveled  somewhat  and  is  unmarried. 


HENRY  F.  SEVEREMS,  Kalamazoo.  Hon.  Henry  F.  Severens,  U.  S. 
District  Judge  for  the  Western  District  of  Michigan,  was  bom  in  Rocking- 
ham, Vermont,  May  i-i,  1835.  He  is  descended  in  direct  line  from  Ser- 
geant Hinnian,  the  eminent  lawyer  who  defended  Charles  I  of  England. 

He  attended  the  district  school  thvcr  months  in  a  year  until  he  wa'-  fifteen, 
working  nine  months  on  the  farm  of  his  father,  while  he  prepared  himself 
to  enter  Middlebury  College.  His  father  being  unable  to  assist  him  at 
college  he  economized  and  taught  school.  Making  good  use  of  his  time 
he  was  graduated  with  high  honors  in  1857.  He  began  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  Henry  E.  Stoughton,  U.  S.  district  attorney  for  Vermont. 
Two  years  afterward-:  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Windham  county  by 
Judge  Isaac  Redfield,  author  of  "Redfirld  on  Wills,"  and  other  legal 
works.  In  i860  Mr.  Severens  v  ent  tu  Miehigaji  and  settled  at  Three 
Rivers.  Here  he  soon  built  up  a  good  practice  and  was  elected  prosecu- 
ting attorney  of  St.  Joseph  county.  He  removed  to  Kalamazoo  in  Febru- 
ary, 1865,  and  entered  into  a  law  partnership  with  ex-U.  S.  Senator 
Charles  E.  Stunrf  and  John  M.  Edwards,  w  hich  continued  for  two  years.  In 
1866  liL-  was  iMiniiiatrd  for  Cnntyress  by  the  Democrats  of  the  Fourth  Dis- 
trict, in  opposition  to  Hon.  Charles  Upson,  Republican,  but  was  defeated, 
although  he  made  a  good  run  in  a  strong  Republican  district.  He  was 
also  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  the  State  Senate,  and  in  1877  he  was  a 
candidate  for  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan  against  Thomas  M.  Cooley. 
As  a  lawyer  Judf^c  Severens  ranked  amont^  the  first  at  the  Supreme  Court 
Bar,  where  his  practice  was  large  and  lucrative.    There  is  scarcely  a 
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volume  of  the  Michigan  reports  which  does  not  contain  important  cases 
argued  by  him.    He  is  a  forcible  speaker  on  the  hustings  and  a  dn-n-  reasoner 
in  the  courts.  He  is  personally  popular  and  universally  esteemed  as  a  good 
citizen.  The  foregoing  is  copied  from  Frank  Leslie's  Newspaper,  in  which 
it  was  published  June  26,  1886,  upon  the  nomination  of  Judge  Severens 
to  his  present  position.    About  the  same  time  the  Detroit  Journal  com- 
iru-ntfd  upon  his  appointment  as  fotlows:  "The  appointment  is  unexcep- 
tionable indeed.    Mr.  Severens  is  a  lawyer  ot  ripe  experience,  a  jurist  of 
high  attainments,  a  man  of  mature  years  and  physical  vigor,  and  a  citizen 
who  possesses  the  respect  and  admiration  of  those  who  know  htm.  To 
succeed  such  a  judge  as  the  late  Solomon  L.  Withey,  Judge  Severens 
appears  to  be  eminently  fitted."    He  was  appointed  to  the  judgeship  by 
Presidt  nt  LJleveland  in  the  spring  of  1886,  to  fill  the  vacancy  f>cra^innei'J 
by  llic  death  of  Judge  VVithey.    He  has  since  been  occupied  witii  tlie 
duties  of  his  office.    For  a  considerable  portion  of  the  time  during  the  last 
five  years  he  has  been  employed  as  a  member  of  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Sixth  Circuit,  for  which  he  has  been  selected  by 
Jn d;Tes  Taft  and  Lurton.     He  makes  a  valuable  associate  member  of  that 
court  and  ha'-  u-ritten  many  ot  its  pubh'<;hcd  opinions.     He  has  also  been 
frequently  called  upon  to  preside  in  the  Circuit  and  Districts  Courts  ot  the 
United  States  in  the  circuit  comprising  the  States  of  Michigan,  Ohio,  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee.    He  is  regarded  as  the  ideal  type  of  a  presiding 
judge  for  the  Federal  courts.    Dignified  in  manner,  yet  courteous  to  all 
attorneys  who  appear  before  him,  he  commands  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
the  Bar  and  all  otheis  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.    Oh  the  Bench  his 
manner  is  affabJe  and  deportment  agreeable  to  all.    He  is  a  brilliant  con- 
versationalist and  fond  of  whist  for  recreation.    He  is  a  gentleman  whom 
it  is  a  pleasure  to  know  and  whose  friendship  may  be  esteemed  as  an 
honor.    He  takes  great  interest  during  vacations  in  superintending  the 
reclamation  of  a  larr;-e  tract  of  low  lard  in  Allejan  cnnntv,  which  he  is 
developing  and  imprnvinL;.     He  was  inarried  in  Jul)-.  iSyS,  to  Mis-  Rhoda 
Ranney,  of  Westminster,  Vermont,  who  belonged  to  an  old  iNew  England 
family.    She  died  in  1862,  leaving  no  children.    December  1,  1863,  he 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Clarissa  Ryan,  formerly  of  Union  Springs,  New 
York,  who  is  still  living.     They  li ave  two  daughters,  who  have  been 
reared  and  eduratrd  with  care.     Miss  Mabel  is  a  tnaduate  of  Smitli  CoK 
lege,  Northampton,  Ma'^sachiisctts,  ami  Carrie  a  graduate  of  Akeley  insti- 
tute. Grand  Haven,  Michigan.    Judge  Severens  began  life  as  a  child 
under  the  stem  rule  and  exacting  discipline  prevalent  in  New  England ;  a 
sort  of  training  to  which  may  be  attributed  in  some  degree  his  character- 
istic traits  of  devotion  to  duty  and  persistent  energj-  in  accomplishing  the 
purposes  of  hj<?  life.     He  has  threnrlcd  the  maze?  of  political  discussion  in 
campaigns  ai)oundiiii;  in  caluinn\-  and  borne  a  stainless  shield.     He  has 
worn  the  ermine  ten  years  and  preserved  its  spotless  purity.    He  is  for- 
tunate in  the  possession  of  a  sound  system  of  morals  and  nice  sense  of 
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right  and  w  ronpf,  without  which  neither  the  learning  of  the  schools  nor 
successful  practice  at  the  Bar  wil!  serve  to  mako  a  great  judge,  or  even  a 
safe  one.  He  is  gifted  with  the  urbanity  which  liacoa  says  is  chief  among 
the  decorations  of  life. 


VERNUN  H.  SMITH,  Ionia.  lix-Judge  Smith  in  the  son  of  Ansel  and 
Phoebe  Cross  Smith,  both  natives  of  New  York.  His  father  was  of  English 
descent,  bom  in  1792  and  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  parents  were 
married  in  181 S-  About  the  year  1830  they  removed  to  Canada  where 
they  lived  until  1861,  and  then  removed  to  Ionia  county,  Michigan,  mak- 
ing their  home  on  a  farm  where  they  both  died.  Vernon  H.  Smith  was 
born  December  29,  1838,  in  Canada.  He  came  to  Michigan  at  the  age  of 
nineteen;  three  years  before  his  parents  seiilcd  there.  His  scholastic 
education  was  obtained  wholly  in  the  common  schools  of  Canada.  After 
coming  to  Michigan  he  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a  store  for  two  years,  then 
as  deputy  in  the  office  of  recorder  of  deeds  for  two  years,  and  ( n  iiaged  in 
farming  for  thrrf  years.  In  1866  he  was  elected  register  of  deeds  ut  Ionia 
county  for  a  term  of  two  }'ears  and  re-elcctrd  in  1868.  In  the  mean  time 
he  was  engaged  in  the  study  of  iaw,  w  hich  was  continued  for  two  years 
before  his  admission  to  the  Bar,  in  August,  1872,  by  Judge  Lovell.  He 
formed  a  partnership  immediately  after  his  admission  with  Lemuel  Clute, 
which  was  maintained  for  three  years.  In  1874  he  was  elected  Circuit 
Court  Commissioner.  In  1875  and  '76  he  served  as  dcputs  county  clerk. 
January  I,  1877,  he  formed  a  partner'^hip  with  Henry  l'.  Sessions  under 
the  style  of  Smith  &  Sessions,  u  hicli  was  continued  a  little  more  than  four 
years.  In  1881  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  Eighth 
Judicial  Circuit,  comprising  the  counties  of  Clinton,  Ionia  and  Montcalm. 
This  office  he  held  continuously  for  twelve  years,  his  last  term  ending  Jan- 
uary I.  1894.  On  retirin^r  from  the  bench  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law, 
in  which  he  has  engaged  without  interruption  And  to  which  he  is  heartily 
devoted.  Politically  Judge  Smith  was  a  Republican  until  1872,  when  he 
left  the  party.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  was  married  in  1865  to  Miss  Lizzie  E.  Wright  of  Ionia,  who 
died  in  April  of  the  following  year.  In  January,  1869,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Rachel  Worthington  of  Ionia  and  their  family  con'^ists  of  three  boys 
and  one  girl.  The  oldest  son,  Hal  H.,  folhiuing  the  footsteps  of  his 
father,  takes  to  the  law.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Classical  Department 
of  the  University  of  Michigan  and  afterwards  spent  one  year  in  the  Law 
School  of  the  University.  He  is  now  in  the  law  office  of  his  father,  reading 
and  studying  under  his  instructions.  The  second  son,  Arthur  M.,  is  a 
student  in  the  University  of  Michigan.  Lawrence,  who  i?  fourteen  years 
of  age.  is  a  member  of  the  Ionia  hi^h  school.  The  daughter,  Jessie,  at  the 
age. of  twelve,  is  in  the  public  school.    Judge  Smith  was  obliged  to  make 
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hi^  own  way  from  1)0\  hood.  Having  been  trained  to  respect  truth  and 
rii^htcousncss  and  to  jiractt'-.e  whatsoever  thinj^s  m;ike  for  honesty  and 
integrity  he  buiided  a  character  lor  himseli  that  is  strong  and  above 
reproach.  He  became  self-reliant  at  an  early  age  which  aided  him  in  being 
reliable  in  his  professions  and  relations  to  others.  In  his  studies  he  aimed 
to  master  the  principles  of  the  law,  so  that  afterwards  the  construction  of 
statutes  aii<!  their  application  to  given  causes  were  comparatively  easy.  He 
is  a  fluent  speaker,  ready  because  of  his  thorough  understanding  of  the 
subject  on  which  he  discourses.  He  is  clear  in  statement,  aiiie  and  for- 
cible in  the  presentation  of  his  subject ;  plain,  concise  and  perspicuous  in 
argument.  In  all  respects  he  is  an  able  lawyer.  His  service  as  judge  was 
entirely  successful  in  the  disposition  of  business  and  entirely  lionorable  to 
himself.  His  integrity,  always  nnimpeaciiable,  wa';  fortified  by  a  jLtdicial 
temjiei  anient.  He  had  (he  pL-r-n  t  confidence  of  the  J-!ar.  I  here  never 
was  a  doubt  ot  the  rectitude  of  his  purpose  or  the  shadow  of  a  suspicion 
that  he  could  be  otherwise  than  just.  His  intentions  were  never  questioned, 
his  motives  never  impugned  and  his  rulings  will  compare  favorably  with 
those  of  any  Circuit  judge  in  Michigan.  As  a  citizen  he  is  public-spirited, 
generous  and  popular  wherever  he  i«  personally  known.  In  his  home  are 
the  evidences  of  culture  as  well  as  kindness.  His  virtues  as  husband  and 
father  commend  him  no  less  than  iiis  uprightness  as  a  judge. 


ALEXANDER  F.  BELL,  late  of  Ionia.  Mr.  Bell  was  born  in  Ch.ailton, 
Saratoga  county,  New  York,  August  3,  1812,  and  inherited  from  his 
parents,  James  and  Anna  Bell,  many  of  the  best  traits  of  Scottish  char- 
acter. He  was  given  the  best  training  that  the  times  afforded,  and  was 
graduated  from  Union  College  in  1836.  As  soon  as  he  had  finished  his 
college  course  he  came  west  and  settled  in  Michigan,  where  a  friend  of  his, 
Adam  L.  Roof,  wa«  already  engaged  in  practisint^  law  at  Lyons.  Here 
Mr.  Bell  read  and  studied  under  the  direction  of  his  friend,  and  wa.** 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1840.  He  opened  an  office  in  Ionia  and  at  once 
entered  upon  a  very  good  practice.  His  home  was  in  Ionia  until  the  day 
of  his  death,  though  he  was  absent  for  brief  periods  in  Detroit  and  Grand 
Rapids.  It  was  the  time  of  young  men, in  the  State,  and  Mr.  Bell's 
exceptional  ability  was  quickly  perceived  and  utllij^ed  for  public  purposes, 
in  1S46  he  was  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  in  1853  he  was 
appointed  register  of  the  land  office  at  Ionia.  He  was  a  strong  man  in  the 
General  Assembly  and  left  his  impress  upon  the  organic  law  of  the  State. 
He  was  a  good  surveyor  and  his  services  were  in  much  demand  in  that 
capacity  for  some  time.  In  1850  the  firm  of  Bell  &  Blanchard  was  formed 
and  continued  for  many  years.  Mr.  Bell  quickly  became  one  of  the  lead- 
ing spirits  of  central  Michigan.  He  appeared  before  the  courts  in  many- 
difficult  cases  and  was  much  esteemed  by  all  who  associated  with  him. 
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Judge  Whipple,  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Court,  said  of  him : 

"He  has  one  of  the  he^t  legal  minds  in  the  State.  In  the  discussion  of 
questions,  and  in  tlu-  preparation  of  cases  for  trial  he  has  few  equals. 
Betore  a  jury  he  underrates  his  own  powers.  But  in  the  discussion  of 
cases  before  the  court  he  has  more  confidence  and  performs  his  part  with 
remarkable  clearness  and  ability."  Such  worth  and  efficiency  tempered 
by  a  native  modesty,  attracted  the  admiration  of  the  community.  He 
became  an  active  and  busy  man  who  was  much  sont^lit  nftrr  by  commer- 
cial interests.  He  did  criminal  busine?'?,  but  cjladly  tiinicd  fnnn  it  to  civil 
practice,  and  in  certain  lines  ol  that  great  depailmcnt  of  jurisprudence  was 
almost  without  a  peer.  He  shaped  railroad  legislation  very  largely  to  his 
own  liking  and  was  recognized  as  authority  in  municipal  and  corporation 
law.  He  illustrates  the  large  success  in  his  professional  career  that  comes 
to  a  natural  genius  for  law  and  has  received  the  training  of  the  schools, 
reinforced  hy  constant  readinpf  and  deep  study.  He  was  a  hard  worker, 
and  put  his  best  into  every  labor  of  head  or  hand.  He  had  the  genius  of 
patience  and  persistence.  Mr.  Bell  was  public  spirited  and  deeply  inter- 
ested in  every  movement  that  looked  towards  the  public  good.  Churches, 
schools  and  reformatory  institutions  found  in  him  a  warm  friend,  and  he 
was  quite  as  ready  to  help  on  the  construction  of  railroads,  the  erection  of 
better  public  buildings,  and  the  establishment  of  factories.  He  was  mainly 
identified  with  the  JJemocratic  party,  but  placed  patriotic  considerations 
above  party  loyalty,  and  was  an  independent,  public-spirited  citizen. 
Personally  he  was  a  man  of  strongly-marked  individuality.  His  friend- 
ships and  antipathies  were  both  pronounced.  He  spoke  what  was  in  his 
heart  and  his  very  frankness  and  sincerity  won  friends.  His  presence  was 
impressive.  He  was  of  average  height,  ^totstly  huilt,  clear  cut  features 
and  a  most  expressive  mouth.  He  had  an  incisive  wiL  and  a  judgment 
that  often  seemed  intuitive.  So  earnest  a  personality  naturally  led,  and 
he  became  one  of  the  leading  spirits  of  central  Michigan.  It  is  difficult  to 
study  the  early  annals  of  the  State  without  running  across  his  name  in  the 
records  of  many  an  important  interest  and  undertaking.  His  career, 
covering  more  than  half  a  century  nf  the  most  critical  period  of  the  west, 
was  rich  in  scenes  and  incidents  that  would  fitly  form  a  part  ot  a  more 
pretentious  history,  but  can  hardly  be  suggested  in  the  limits  of  these 
pages.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  public  career  so  open  to  observation, 
and  less  deserving  of  severe  censure.  He  lived  open  and  square  with  the 
world  and  left  the  reputation  of  an  honest  man  and  an  upright  citizen,  and 
as  such  will  long  be  remembered.     In  September,  he  was  married 

to  Miss  Elizabeth  Boyer,  of  Portland,  and  found  m  her  a  companion  in 
every  way  worthy.  She  was  a  woman  of  many  gifts  and  graces,  and  was 
herself  an  important  member  of  the  community.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  two,  are  now  living.  Mr.  Bell  was  stricken  with 
paralysis  in  1893,  and  lingered  a  hopeless  invalid  until  March  12,  1896, 
when  iie  passed  away  ia  his  eighty-fourth  year.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Ionia 
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county  Bar  his  career  was  fitly  commemorated  and  resolutions  of  respect 

and  sympnthy  adopted.  A  lar^fo  portrait  of  him  %vas  secured  and  hnnf^  on 
the  walls  of  the  court  room  that  has  so  often  le-echoed  his  impassioned 
pleadings;  and  the  new  generation  of  lawyers  stand  and  look  upon  it,  and 
say  "There  were  giants  in  those  days." 


JOHN  B.  CHADDUCK,  ionia.  John  Benjamin  Chaddock  was  bom  in 
Westphalia,  Clinton  county,  Michigan,  October  19,  1863.  His  father, 
Dr.  William  H.  Chaddock,  was  a  native  of  Niagara  county,  New  York, 

and  of  Dutch  extraction,  descended  from  ilic  Hollanders,  who  were  the 
earliest  settlers  of  New  York.  His  mother,  Eliza  Benjamin,  was  of  Eng- 
lish descent,  and  also  a  native  of  New  York.  His  parents  were  married 
in  the  State  of  New  York  in  1855,  came  to  Michigan  the  following  year, 
and  settled  in  Clinton  county.  His  father  studied  medicine  in  Buffalo, 
New  York,  and  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  and  during  all  the  subsequent  years 
of  his  life  was  engaged  in  practice  in  Ionia  and  Clinton  counties.  John  B. 
attended  the  village  school  at  Pewamo  until  he  was  seventof^n  years  of  age 
and  then  <^pent  five  years  in  Olivet  College,  beginning  in  1881.  From 
early  boyhood  he  was  gifted  an  a  speaker,  and  in  1884  lie  won  the  Drury 
prize  for  oratory  over  ten  competitors.  After  leaving  college  he  spent  a 
year  in  the  law  office  of  Frank  A.  Dean  at  Charlotte.  Owing  to  his 
father's  death  in  1887  he  was  obliged  to  return  home  and  take  care  of 
thf  e'^tatp  and  his  mother,  unti]  the  death  of  the  latter  in  1888.  He  then 
entered  the  I ..p,'.' School  rif  ihv  1,'rii'v  L-isity  nf  Michigan  and  took  the  full 
course  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1890  with  tlie  degree  LL.B.  This 
class  was  the  first  in  the  university  to  select  the  class  orator  by  a  competi- 
tive test,  and  Mr.  Chaddock  won  the  honor  in  competition  with  fourteen 
others.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  June,  1890,  by  Judge  Kinne.  In 
December  of  the  same  year  he  was  appointed  a  delegate  t  )  attend  a  con- 
gress 01  tnc  (rrt'ck  fraternity,  of  whicli  lit  was  a  member,  Alpha  Tau 
Omega,  licld  tu  Richmond,  V'irginia.  He  was  chosen  the  orator  01  the 
fraternity  on  this  occasion.  In  1891  he  spent  a  few  months  iathe  law 
office  of  Davis  &  Nichols,  Ionia,  after  which  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
James  Scully,  which  is  still  continued  under  the  style  of  Chaddock  & 
Scully.  The  firm  is  engaged  in  general  practice,  having  cfises  in  all  of  the 
State  Courts.  Mr.  Chaddock.  although  yo\ing  and  barely  on  the  threshold 
of  iiis  profession,  has  made  an  excellent  reputation.  He  has  studied  with 
much  care  the  principles  of  jurisprudence,  and  has  been  able  to  become 
familiar  with  treatises  on  practice  in  its  various  forms,  and  with  the  stand- 
ard commentaries  and  works  on  pleading.  His  remarkable  natural  gift  of 
nr;itory  gives  him  a  great  advantage  over  the  average  practitioner  of  his  age 
in  tiu'  presentation  of  a  crx^c  u<  ilu-  jui)'.  His  eloquence  does  not  consist 
merely  in  a  flow  of  words,  but  words  aptly  ciioscn  lu  express  fresh,  bright 
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and  valuable  ideas.  His  discourse  is  luminous  with  thought.  He  is  a 
cultivated  rhetorician,  and  does  not  depend  upon  the  inspiration  of  the 
moment  for  the  words  which  he  is  to  speak.  He  knows  in  auvancc  what 
he  is  going  to  say,  selects  his  words  carefully  from  a  large  vocabulary, 
studies  his  exordiums,  his  climaxes,  his  perorations;  not  with  a  view  to 
the  immediate  effect  upon  an  audience  alone,  but  in  order  that  he  may 
have  a  perfect  composition,  a  methodical,  well-rounded,  complete  address. 
Although  the  court  has  ceased  to  be  a  theater  of  popular  entertainment, 
drawing  n  crowd  far  and  near  tn  hear  every  speech  made  to  a  jury,  yet  the 
eJoquciil  advocate  still  draws  and  his  arguments  are  perforce  addressed  to 
the  public  as  well  as  the  jury.  There  is  a  peculiar,  subtle  charm  in  natu- 
ral oratory  which  draws  and  entertains.  None  realizes  the  power  of  gen- 
uine eloquence  in  an  advocate  more  than  his  prosaic  opponent  in  pre- 
senting an  ai^ument  to  the  jury.  The  persuasive  speecli  delivered  in 
carefully  modulated  tones,  enforced  with  timely  j^eetn re,  suitiiiL',  the  action 
to  the  word  and  the  word  to  the  action,  is  .sometimes  more  effective  with 
the  average  jury  than  a  recapitulation  of  the  evidence  dished  up  in  dull 
monotone.  Pure  diction  as  employed  by  the  true  orator  is  not  without 
its  uses  in  presenting  an  argument  to  a  court,  and  it  happens  not  infre- 
quently that  the  spoken  discourse  is  quite  as  influential  as  the  written 
brief.  Even  logic  Is  improved  by  eloquence,  aiid  puiity  of  diction  aids  in 
commcnLiing  the  law  to  the  court.  Mr.  Chaddock  is  a  Repi:l)lic  an  who 
lends  hih  influence  and  activity  to  the  party  in  the  times  of  campaign.  In 
1892  he  was  elected  Circuit  Court  Commissioner.  In  1894  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  the  city.  Should  he  consecrate  his  talents  unreservedly  to  the 
law  as  his  only  mistress  and  not  flirt  with  the  political  enchantres';  he  will 
Ce-tain'-V  rise  in  the  profession.  It  is  possible,  liowever,  that  lu-  ma)'  con- 
clude tu  enter  public  life  through  some  political  gateway.  A  lawyer 
sliould  have  the  fullest  possible  knowledge  of  men  and  things,  and  there 
is  no  school  on  earth  in  which  he  can  acquire  such  a  knowledge  of  both 
as  the  primary  school  of  politics.  He  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  He  was 
married  in  October,  1895,  to  Isolene  Vosper,  of  Ionia. 


JAMES  A.  PARKINSON,  Jackson.  Mr.  Parkinson  was  born  on  a  farm 
in  Concord  Township,  Jackson  county,  Michigan,  September  26,  1846. 
Life  on  a  farm  and  attendance  at  country  schools  continued  until  lie  was 
seventeen  years  old,  when  he  went  to  Alhion  Collei'e  lo  begin  preparation 
for  his  life  work.  He  remained  at  Albioti  lor  six  years,  and  during  all 
these  yearn  he  kept  steadily  in  view  his  principal  object  in  life,  for  which 
this  college  course  was  a  preliminary  preparation.  At  twenty-three  he 
graduated  and  was  at  once  chosen  as  principal  of  the  Albion  union  school. 
He  held  this  position  one  year,  when  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Gib'^on 
&  Wolcott,  at  Jackson,  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  his  law  studies.  He 
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remained  with  the  firm  one  year,  rendering  assistance  by  clerical  work,  and 
vva<^  admitted  to  the  Rrir  in  February',  i.S"".  I-Ic*  bej^an  practice  for  him- 
self at  once,  located  at  Elk  Rapids,  where  be  remained  for  two  years  in 
partnership  with  F.  R.  Williams.  During  the  first  year  of  practice  he  was 
elected  judge  of  probate  of  Antrim  county,  which  office  he  held  for  two 
years.  In  1874  he  returned  to  Jackson  and  established  himself  perma- 
nently in  the  profession  of  that  community,  where  he  has  since  remained. 
Following  are  some  of  the  important  cases  in  the  higher  courts,  with  which 
he  has  been  connected :  Hitchcock  vs.  Pratt,  5 1  Mich.  265,  was  the  first 
case  in  Michigan  in  which  a  recovery  of  treble  dam^s  from  a  tenant 
unlawfully  holding  over  was  sustained.  Crittenden  vs.  Phoenix  Mutual 
Life  Ins.  Co.  41  Mich.  442,  was  a  case  involving  the  question  as  to 
whether  a  gift  of  the  life  insurancp  policy  had  been  consummated  by 
delivery.  Burrall  vs.  Hc  uder,  61  Mich.  608,  involving  questions  of  dower. 
Sweetzer  vs.  Higby,  03  Mlich.  13,  involving  questions  concerning  assign- 
ments for  the  benefit  of  creditors  and  whether  securities  given  before 
executing  the  assignment,  are  preferences.  Needham  vs.  King,  95  Mich. 
307,  invoh'inj^  a  recovery  for  damages  caused  by  settinf^  fire  negligently, 
are  among  the  cases  of  importance  and  raising  new  questions,  in  which  Mr. 
Parkinson's  contentions  were  sustained.  Several  cases  in  the  Supreme 
Court  in  behalf  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company  eaiy  be  men- 
tioned. The  Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company  vs.  Hunn,  78  Mich. 
513,  aq;ainst  Grand,  83  Mich.  564,  against  Fehnrich,  87  Mich.  606, 
against  Brcanan,  9^  Mich,  1^6;  agrtinst  Wilson,  94  Mich.  20.  His  firm 
also  acted  successfully  for  the  defendant  townships  in  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court,  in  the  case  of  Young  vs.  The  Township  of  Qarendon  and 
the  Michigan  Air  Line  Railroad,  in  which  an  attempt  was  made  to  enforce 
railroad  aid  bonds.  atiJ  which  cases  involved  directly  and  indirectly  some 
millions  of  dollcus.  Mi .  F'arkinson  is  a  Democrat,  but  ha*;  little  taste  for 
political  discussions,  although  be  takes  a  more  or  less  active  interest  in 
local  affairs.  He  served  as  prosecuting  attorney  of  Jackson  county  fur  two 
years,  from  1877  to  1879,  '^"^  years,  from  1888  to  1892,  and  as 

city  attorney  of  Jackson  for  two  years  thereafter.  He  is  and  has  been  for 
years  the  local  attorney  for  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company  and 
is  attorney  for  various  other  corporations  whose  headquarters  are  at  Jack- 
son. He  is  a  member  of  the  order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and 
Knights  of  Pythias.  He  was  married  in  Jackson  in  1880  to  Miss  Isabelle 
Quinn.  They  have  two  children,  James  A.,  Jr.,  ^ed  fifteen,  and  Helen, 
aged  thirteen. 
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WILLIAM  S.  COBB,  Jackson.  The  subject  of  thh  sketch  laid  the 
foundation  o(  liis  career  in  the  public  scliool  ot  a  country  district  in  Jack- 
son County,  Michigan,  putting  in  the  time  between  terms  at  work  on  his 
father's  farm.  He  was  bom  August  9,  1859.  He  had  higher  ambitions 
than  he  saw  any  means  of  gratifying  while  tilling  the  soil,  and  believing  in 
his  ability  to  succeed  in  a  profession,  he  chose  the  law.  In  this  decision 
his  father  concurre<i  and  encouraged  him  to  persevere.  At  eighteen  years 
of  age  he  entered  high  school  at  Napoleon,  graduating  three  years  later, 
when  he  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  He 
was  graduated  from  that  institution  in  1882,  and  in  the  spring  of  the  same 
year  was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  He  came  to  Jackson  and  entered  the  oilice 
of  Erastus  Peck,  now  Circuit  Judge,  where  he  remained  for  one  year.  He 
then  enf^a?jed  with  HamiTiond  &  Barku-nrth  on  n  «n!nr\'  for  one  yvnr.  when 
he  was  taken  into  the  tirm,  changing  the  title  to  Hammond,  Barkworth  & 
Cobb.  This  relation  continued  until  Mr.  Hammond  was  elected  judge  of 
probate  and  retired  from  the  firm,  when  the  business  was  continued  by  the 
two  junior  partners,  under  the  style  of  Barkworth  &  Cobb.  This,  firm  was 
dissolved  in  1891,  and  Mr.  Cobb  shortly  after  formed  a  copartnership  with 
Mr,  Thomas  A.  Wilson,  under  the  style  of  Wilson  &  Cobb,  as  it  exists  at 
the  present  time.  The  firm  has  a  general  practice  in  the  State  and  Federal 
Courts.  Mr.  Cobb  came  to  Jackson  without  money,  influence  or  friends, 
and  has  carved  out  for  himself  a  place  that  might  be  envied  by  older  men. 
He  has  built  up  a  good  practice  and  gained  the  reputation  of  a  good  law- 
yrr.  He  was  t^  lectcil  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  for  a  tcnn  of  two  years 
from  1864  to  iSSO.  in  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  has 
never  been  an  applicant  for  office.  He  has  served  as  chairman  of  political 
committees  at  various  times.    He  is  a  member  of  the  Unitarian  Church. 


NATHAN  H.  BRIGGS,  Battle  Creek,  Nathan  ilarrison  Briggs  was 
bom  at  Sturgis,  Michigan,  August  16,  1848.  His  father,  Nathan  Har- 
rison Briggs,  was  bom  and  reared  in  the  State  of  New  York,  came  from 

Livonia  to  Stiirfris,  St.  Joseph  county,  Michigan,  where  he  settled  in 
1837,  as  a  mrrt  hani.  His  mother  was  Hannah  Carpenter,  also  a  native  of 
New  Vork.  As  a  boy  he  worked  on  the  farm  during  the  summer  and 
attended  country  schools  in  winter  until  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  then 
entered  the  high  school  at  Battle  Creek  where  he  studied  the  higher 
branches  for  some  years.  After  leaving  the  high  school  he  was  engaged 
as  clerk  in  the  -^tore  of  liis  bnithrr  at  Grand  Rapids,  In  1865,  and  a  por- 
tion ol  tlie  iollowiiii;  year.  During  this  time  he  had  engaj^ed  to  somr 
extent  in  reading  the  text  book»  of  law,  which  had  been  dcicnniaed  upon 
as  his  profession.  This  preliminary  reading  enabled  him  to  complete  the 
course  in  the  law  school  of  the  University  of  Michigan  in  a  single  year. 
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He  entered  the  University  in  1866  and  was  graduated  from  the  Law 
Department  in  June,  1867.  ITis  further  rcridtnr  v,'a=;  takcniip  in  the  office 
of  Joseph  G.  Lodge,  who  subsequently  removed  to  St.  Louis  and  gained 
prominence  there  as  a  criminal  lawyer.  His  reading  was  continued  in 
the  office  and  under  the  instruction  of  Philip  H.  Emerson,  whose  partner 
he  became  soon  after  admission  to  the  Bar  at  Battle  Creek  in  June,  1871. 
The  partnership  between  himself  and  Mr.  Emerson  was  continued  until 
1R74,  when  Judge  Emerson  removed  to  Utah  on  account  of  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  ofRce  of  As^ioctate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  terri- 
tory. Mr.  Briggs  continued  in  the  practice  at  Battle  Creek  alone  until 
1 879,  when  he  accepted  the  position  of  assistant  general  superintendent  and 
general  counselor  of  the  Sioux  City  and  Dakota  railroad.  He  performed 
the  dntic  s  of  this  dual  position  fur  two  years  and  until  the  road  with  which  he 
was  connected  was  sold  to  the  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  railway  and  consolidated 
with  that  ^yatcm.  He  then  returned  to  Battle  Creek  and  continued  the 
practice  alone  until  1883,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  O.  S.  Clark, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Briggs  &  Clark.  Tin's  association  was  continued 
until  1890.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  January  25,  1887.  Duriinx  al!  the  yp;irs  th.it  Mr.  Rrigijt; 
has  been  connected  with  the  Bar  he  hiis  cngagcti  in  a  gcneial  practice, 
embracing  both  civil  and  criminal  cases.  He  has  not  confined  himself  to  a 
specialty  or  to  any  particular  branch  of  the  law.  Among  the  most  note- 
worthy and  important  cases  with  which  he  has  been  connected  was  that 
of  the  People  vs.  Nyc.  Another  was  the  contest  brouHit  to  set  aside  the 
will  of  Thomas  G.  Duncan.  In  this  case  he  was  associated  with  Ashley 
Pond,  of  Detroit,  and  the  late  David  Darwin  Hughes,  of  Grand  Rapids, 
both  of  them  able  and  eminent  in  the  profession.  Mr.  Briggs  has  made 
his  own  position  at  the  Bar,  starting  without  the  advantage  of  a  classical 
education  and  with  no  influence  but  his  character,  correct  habits  and  close 
application  to  study,  he  has  advanced  to  a  position  of-honor  and  influence 
in  his  profession.  He  is  a  Republican  by  conviction  and  practice.  The 
only  offices  which  he  has  held  are  strictly  in  the  line  of  his  professional 
work.  He  held  the  office  of  assistant  United  States  district  attorney  of 
Utah,  which  he  resigned  to  accept  a  more  lucrative  position  with  the  Sioux 
City  and  Dakota  railway.  He  was  appointed  city  attorney  of  Battle 
Creek  in  1882  and  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  in  a  very  satisfactory 
manner,  proving  his  ability  to  advise  properly  or  protect  the  interests 
of  the  corporation  by  litigation  in  the  courts. 
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CHARLES  A.  BLAIR,  Jackson.  Charles  A.  Blair,  practising  attorney 
of  the  city  of  Jackson,  was  born  in  that  town  April  10,  1854.  lie  was  the 
second  son  ol  Gov.  Austin  Blair  and  barah  L.  Blair.  The  rudiments  ol 
his  education  were  obtained  in  the  district  schools  and  his  higher  education 
in  the  University  of  Michigan.  He  entered  the  Literary  Department, 
pursued  the  regular  classical  course,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  June, 
1876.  Tie  was  a  student  and  a  scholar.  His  proficiency  was  recognized 
by  the  faculty  othcrv/i'-.e  th;!n  by  conferring  the  visual  deforce  in  course. 
Mr.  Blair  received  in  addition  to  the  regular  diploma,  special  diplomas  for 
proficiency  in  Latin  and  Greek.  He  was  also  chosen  by  the  faculty  as  one 
of  the  orators  at  commencement,  when  his  class  was  graduated.  Thus 
thoroughly  equipped  by  a  literary  and  classical  education  he  began  the 
study  of  taw  in  the  office  of  his  father  and  under  the  latter's  instruction. 
After  a  course  which  embraced  the  leading  text  book'-^  and  extended  over 
a  period  of  two  years  he  was  admitted  to  practice,  September  5,  1878. 
He  was  associated  in  the  practice  with  ex*Governor  Blair,  but  very  early 
exhibited  the  ability  essential  to  stand  alone.  In  1882  he  was  appointed 
city  attorney.  In  188$  he  was  appointed  assistant  prosecuting  attorney 
for  Jackson  County.  In  1895  h*'  was  appointed  prosecuting  attorney 
by  Governor  Rich.  Mr.  Blair  has  given  his  mind  and  time  exclusively  to 
the  study  and  practice  of  law.  He  has  not  at  any  time  sought  political 
oflflce.  Indeed,  he  has  manifested  none  of  the  taste  for  public  affairs 
which  \.  i>  conspicuous  in  the  character  of  his  illustrious  father.  His 
aim  has  been,  and  is,  to  acquire  as  broad  and  practical  a  knowledge  of 
professional  work  as  may  be  possible  undfr  the  conditions  which  snrroiind 
him.  The  fame  which  he  courts  is  that  of  a  successful  lawyer.  By  indus- 
try, perseverance,  careful  attention  to  the  interests  of  clients,  he  has 
already  succeeded  in  building  up  a  large  practice  in  Jackson  and  adjoining 
counties.  He  has  also  had  many  imp  >rt  :int  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  State.  He  is  a  jyentleman  of  undoubted  personal  honrsty  as  v.'cH  a? 
professional  integrity.  His  loyalty  to  a  client  will  lead  hiin  to  inakc  any 
needful  sacrifice  of  lime  and  cxluiust  the  resources  employed  in  honorable 
practice  to  protect  his  interests  or  secure  his  rights.  He  will  not  go 
>  beyond  the  means  recognized  by  high-minded  members  of  the  Bar  as  hon- 

orable and  praiseworthy,  even  though  such  action  might  secure  a  tempor- 
ary advantage.  The  tricks  of  the  pettifojrger  are  not  resorted  to  on  any 
occasion.  He  therefore  stands  well  with  tlic  courts  in  which  his  practice  is 
found  and  among  his  professional  brethren.  Mr.  Blair  was  married  in 
October,  1879,  to  Miss  Eflie  C.  North,  a  lady  of  marked  musical  ability 
and  prominent  in  the  social  And  musical  circles  of  the  city. 
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JOEL  C.  HOPKI NS,  Battle  Creek.    Joel  Qiandkr  Hopkins  is  one  of  the 
prominent  and  capable  younger  lawyers  of  Battle  Creek.    He  is  a  native 
of  this  State,  having  been  born  in  Kaiamazoo  county.    His  father,  Robert 
IT.  Iikins,  was  a  native  of  Cayuga  county,  New  York,  and  was  brot.j-ht  to 
Mu  lii.yrjn  hy  hi';  parents  when  a  mere  child.    They  made  their  tionu:  in 
Kaiamazoo  county,  Aviiere  they  settled  on  a  farm,  and  where  young 
Robert  grew  to  manhood.    He  followed  fanning  all  his  life,  and  died  in 
the  year  1866.    Henry  Hopkins,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  m  ulr  his  home  near  Auburn,  New 
York,  in  the  earlier  years  of  his  life.    The  family  is  of  Scotch  ancestry, 
hut  the  lineage  cannot  be  exactly  traced.    Martha  Chandler,  the  mother 
ot  our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Michigan,  her  failicr  having  formerly  lived 
in  Vermont.    Mr.  Hopkins  had,  as  a  boy,  rather  superior  educational 
advantages,  having  graduated  from  the  Battle  Creek  high  school  in  1880. 
He  then  spent  two  years  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  dividing  his  time 
hctween  the  T  ri'v  r»nd  Literary  Departments.     His  law  studies  were  con- 
tinued ill  ihe  oftice  of  Brown  Sc  I'homas  at  Battle  Creek.    Here  he  passed* 
his  examinations,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  December,  1884.  In 
August  of  the  next  year,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  W.  A.  Crosby, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Hopkins  &  Crosby,  which  continued  for  two  years. 
After  the  dissolution  of  this  partnership  hr  h.i^  not  seen  fit  to  form 
another,  preferring  rather  to  carry  on  an  extrusive  and  growing  business 
alone.    He  engages  in  a  general  law  practice  but  has  won  a  high  standing 
as  an  office  attorney,  being  especially  successful  in  advising  and  consulta- 
tion.   His  business  ability  and  knowledge  of  commercial  law  has  brought 
him  into  intimate  relation  with  several  extensive  financial  and  commercial 
enterprises  of  the  city  nf  Bnttle  Creek.     Until  vcr>'  recently  he  was  '-rcre- 
tary  of  thp  Citizens'  hlectnc  Company  of  Battle  Creek,  an  institution 
established  in  1892,  which  has  also  commanded  his  services  from  the 
beginning  as  its  attorney.    He  is  attorney  for  the  Home  Savings  and  Loan 
Company;  his  services  are  employed  by  several  lai^e  estates  as  trustee, 
and  for  two  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  city  ronncil.     He  has 
always  been  a  Democrat,  but  has  only  taken  office  rduriantly,  when  con- 
vinced that  it  was  a  duty  for  him  to  serve  his  touunuaity  in  this  or  that 
official  capacity.    He  was  recently  appointed  by  Judge  Swan,  of  Detroit, 
to  act  as  Commissioner  of  the  United  States  Court  for  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict of  Michigan,  and  he  has  been  for  several  years  the  local  representa- 
tive of  the  mercantile  agency  of  R.  G.  Dun  &  Co.    Mr.  Hopkins  in  an  affable 
man.  nf  easy  address,  making  friends  readily  and  holding  them.  Those 
who  know  him  best  are  the  most  attached  to  him,  and  testify  both  as  to  the 
painsUking  character  of  all  his  work,  and  the  completeness  with  which  he 
masters  all  its  details.    In  October,  1887,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Belle  A. 
Crosby,  daughter  of  Peter  Crosby,  of  Battle  Creek    They  have  no  children. 


360 


BENCH  AND  BAR   OF  MICHIGAN. 


CHARLES  E.  TOWNSEND,  Jackson.  Diaries  Elroy  Townsend  is  the 
son  of  James  W.  and  Eunice  S.  (Parmeter)  Townsend.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  although  his  ancestors  first  settled  in  New 
Jersey.  He  followed  farming  during  his  life,  first  in  the  State  of  New 
York  and  then  in  Michigan,  to  which  State  he  removed  in  1834  and 
settled  in  Concon'..  TTis  mother  was  also  a  native  of  New  York,  but  came 
to  Michigan  with  her  lather's  family  and  settled  in  Jackson  county  in 
1835.  The  Parmeters  were  Puritans,  who  settled  early  in  New  England. 
Charles  £.  Townsend  was  bom  at  Concord,  Jackson  county,  Michigan, 
August  15,  1856.  He  passed  through  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
ton-n  nn(!  the  hi>^!i  si  hi/f.I  .a  Jackson,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1877. 
Iri  the  tall  of  thai  year  he  entered  the  Literary  Department  of  tht  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  where  he  remained  one  year,  1  he  limitations  of  his 
purse  forbade  the  further  expenditure  of  time  and  money  on  a  college 
education  at  that  time;  so  he  quitted  the  University  and  engaged  in 
teaching  school.  It  was  his  intention  to  return  and  finish  the  literary 
course  in  the  I  University,  but  the  death  of  his  elder  brother  occasioned  the 
abandonment  of  his  intention  and  a  revision  of  his  plans.  His  father  was 
so  deeply  ni  debt  that  he  deemed  it  bis  duty  to  render  whatever  financial 
assistance  he  could,  and  to  that  end  he  continued  teaching.  After  fifteen 
months  in  the  district  school  he  secured  the  position  of  principal  of  public 
schools  at  Parma,  which  he  retained  for  six  years  with  unvarying  success. 
On  the  seventh  year  the  school  board  released  him  with  reluctance,  because 
of  his  election  to  the  of&ce  of  roister  of  deeds  of  Jackson  county.  This 
first  election  was  in  1886,  and  he  has  been  re-elected  four  times.  The 
term  to  which  he  was  last  elected  expired  December  31,  1896.  While 
engaged  in  teaching  Mr.  Townsend  took  up  the  study  of  law,  which  he 
continued  as  the  duties  of  his  office  permitted  until  iS<)5,  '.vhcn  he  passed 
the  required  examination  and  wds  ulinitlt  d  to  the  H.ir.  I  p  to  tiie  |>rc:scnt 
time  he  lias  had  little  opportunity  to  engage  in  general  practice,  on  account 
of  his  official  duties.  His  acquirements  in  the  law  and  his  abilities  have 
been  recognized  by  individuals  and  corporations.  The  Jackson,  Cincinnati 
and  Markin;iv,  Railway  Company  has  tendered  him  the  position  of  attorney 
at  J  ukson,  to  be  accepted  on  his  retirement  from  office.  His  freneral 
reading,  literary  culture,  experience  in  teachit^,  and  in  public  business 
make  up  a  preparation  for  the  active  business  of  a  practitioner  equivalent 
to  several  years  of  actual  practice.  His  knowledge  of  men  and  affairs  and 
the  maturity  of  his  mind  enable  him  to  grasp  at  once  and  appropriate  to 
practical  use  matters  which  would  require  several  years  for  a  ven'  young 
man  to  master.  These  conditiuns  and  qualifications  have  been  recognized 
by  the  offer  of  a  partnership  with  two  of  the  established  and  successful 
attorneys  of  Jackson.  On  the  first  of  January,  1897,  a  partnership,  con- 
sisting of  Chas.  A.  Blair,  Chas.  H.  Smith  and  Chas.  £.  Townsend  was 
consummated.    Mr.  Townsend  is  a  Mason,  a  Knight  Templar  and  a  mem- 
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ber  of  Jackson  Commandery  No.  9,  of  which  he  has  been  Eminent  Com- 
mander for  two  years.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  Moslem 
Temple»  of  Detroit,  and  is  affiliated  with  the  various  subordinate  divisions 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  l  ie  is  connected  with  the  lodges  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  has  always  been 
a  Republican,  active  and  earnest  in  the  support  of  his  party,  interested 
and  well  informed  in  politics.  In  1880  he  was  married  to  Misij  Rena  Fad- 
dock,  daughter  of  Robert  Paddock,  of  Concord,  Michigan.  They  have 
no  children.  Mr.  Townsend  is  a  gentleman  of  uncompromising  integrity 
and  estimable  qi;  tlitli  His  personal  popularity  is  sufficiently  cviMt  need 
by  the  years  of  his  principalship  of  schools  and  his  numerous  re-elections 
to  office.  All  of  the  elements  and  qualities  that  command  respect  and 
admiration  arc  found  in  the  personality  of  Charles  E.  Townsend,  so  tliat 
he  is  probably  the  most  popular  man  in  Jackson  county — certainly  the 
most  popular  among  the  young  men.  His  habits  are  most  exemplary  and 
he  has  the  undoubted  confidence  of  the  community.  As  a  public  speaker 
he  is  both  persuasive  and  forcible.  His  style  is  remarkable  for  the  blend- 
ing of  enthusiasm  and  logic.  As  a  political  orator  he  has  few  superiors  in 
the  State.  He  is  cultured,  intelligent  and  well  read — -a  genial,  whole- 
souled  gentleman.  Should  he  not  peremptorily  decline  political  office,  the 
Republicans  of  Jackson  county  only  await  the  opportunity  to  promote  his 
ambition.  He  has  already  given  evidence  of  possessing  the  mental 
qualities  which  will  achieve  professional  distinction  if  his  highest  aspirations 
lead  him  only  in  that  way,  and  his  best  abilities  are  consecrated  to  the 
practice  of  law. 


LYMAN  D.  NORRIS,  deceased.    Hon.  Lyman  Decatur  NorHs  was  bom 

iti  Tovini^ton,  Genesee  county,  New  York,  May  4,  1823,  and  diVH  rit  his 
honitr  in  Graiul  Kapids,  Michigan,  January'  6,  1894.  DutniL;  hi^.  three 
score  and  ten  years  he  accomplished  much  for  himself  and  the  State  in 
which  his  adult  life  was  passed.  His  was  a  frank,  honest,  sincere,  manly 
life,  known  and  honored  by  all  persons  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
He  was  of  English  and  Welsh  descent.  The  ancestors  of  his  father  had 
come  from  England  nnd  settler!  first  at  f  Tnmptnn.  New  Hampshire  in  1663. 
Hi?  mother's  t»^raiulfatlu  t  cmii^natt^d  fmni  Wales  and  settled  on  Long  Island 
in  1700.  His  grandfather  Norris  was  an  early  resident  of  Vermont  and 
his  father,  Mark  Norris,  left  the  Vermont  home  and  settled  In  New  York 
State  in  1 820,  where  he  married  Roccena  Vail,  a  woman  of  rare  intellec- 
tual and  social  qualities,  and  beautiful  christian  life.  Mark  Norris  emigrated 
to  the  territory  of  Michigan  with  his  young  family  in  1827  and  settled  on 
the  present  site  of  the  city  of  Ypsilanti.  He  had  inherited  intef^rity  of 
cliatacter,  an  enterprising  spirit  and  remarkable  energy.  He  erected  the 
tirst  mills  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  for  the  manufacture  of  woolen  cloth. 
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Stocked  them  with  the  best  modem  madiincry,  which  was  propelled  by 
water  power.  His  business  was  successful  and  of  incalculable  value  in  the 
pioneer  settlement  which  his  enterprise  built  up.  His  manufactory  furnished 
employment  to  labor  and  brought  comfort  to  the  homes  of  many  skilled 
and  unskilled  laborers.  His  means  were  empIo\ nl  in  building  and  pro- 
moting the  material  interests  of  the  tmvn  which  lie  foinidrd;  his  patronage 
of  the  church  and  the  school  gave  an  impetus  to  the  moral  and  educationa! 
forces  of  the  community.  He  was  a  most  liijcrai  contributor  to  the 
Normal  School,  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  such  other  public  buildings 
as  were  designed  to  promote  the  general  welfare.  He  was  indeed  the  most 
potent  instrumentality  employed  in  founding  what  has  become  a  thrifty 
and  prosperous  city.  Lyman  Decatur  Norrts  was  the  only  son  of  Mark 
and  Rorccn^  Vn'A  Norris.  Coming  in  to  this  frontier  settlement  as  a  child 
of  four  years  iie  grew  up  mider  the  refining  and  pure  influences  of  an 
intelligent  christiaii  home  in  a  neighborhood  where  there  was  of  necessity 
much  that  was  crude  and  new ;  in  which  the  advantages  of  culture  and 
instruction  in  the  home  were  strong  enough  to  impress  and  guide  the.young 
life  and  develop  in  it  the  highest  and  noblest  faculties,  overcoming  the 
obstacles  and  influences  which  tend  to  retard  iiitelli  ctual  development  and 
moral  growtli.  He  was  trained  early  in  the  Skhnols  of  Ypsilanti  and  was 
prepan  il  (or  college  in  a  Presbyterian  institution  at  Marshall,  which  had 
appropriated  to  itself  the  name  of  "  Michigan  College."  He  was  the  first 
student  entered  in  the  first  class  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  when  thai 
institution  was  opened  in  1841.  His  time  was  so  well  occupied  in  the 
University  and  his  studies  were  pursued  there  with  such  diligence  that  he 
was  chosen  hy  the  faculty,  after  a  competitive  examination,  for  the  purpose' 
of  comparnig  the  standard  of  instruction  in  the  University  of  Michigan 
with  that  of  the  great  eastern  colleges  founded  one  hundred  and  fifty  years 
before.  The  selection  was  made  in  the  third  term  of  the  junior  year  and 
he  entered  the  same  class  at  Yale  with  the  same  standing  he  had  at  the 
home  university,  was  graduated  \\  ith  the  class  of  1845  in  ttme  to  attend 
the  graduatinj?  ovorrfses  of  his  old  class  at  Ann  Arbor.  He  received  a 
doubit:  tieyree,  which  made  liiin  an  alumnus  oi  Yale  and  of  the  University 
of  Michigan.  After  tiie  conclusion  of  his  literary  course  he  entered  upon 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Alexander  D.  Fraser,  of  Detroit,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  the  spring  of  1847,  ^ft^r  ^  close  examination  by 
the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Few  young  men  are  so  admirably 
equipped  as  was  Mr.  Norris  upon  entering;  the  profession  of  law.  Ifis 
scholarship  was  of  the  highest  order,  his  mind  well  traineil,  his  abilities 
tirst  class  and  all  his  powers  rendered  available  by  the  discipline  of  study 
and  self-control.  In  1848  he  removed  to  St.  Louis  to  engage  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  Two  years  later  he  visited  Europe  on  l^al  business  and 
remained  long  enough  to  attend  a  course  of  lectures  on  civil  law  at  Heidel- 
bei^.  When  he  had  been  a  practitioner  at  the  Bar  only  five  years  he  was 
retained  as  counsel  for  the  Emerson  estate,  in  the  case  brought  against  the 
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estate  by  Dred  Scott,  a  slave  who  sued  for  his  freedom.  He  was  success- 
ful in  the  management  of  the  case  for  his  client  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Missouri.  The  name  of  Dred  Scott  was  perpetuated  in  a  subsequent 
proceeding  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  and 
decided  by  Chief  Justice  Taney.  Mr.  Norris  became  a  journalist  in  St. 
Louis  as  editor  and  part  owner  of  the  St.  Louis  TimeSt  at  that  time  the 
leading  Democratic  newspaper  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  which  he  con- 
ducted during  the  Scott- Pierce  campaign.  He  was  a  strong  editorial  writer 
whose  information  on  political  subject??  was  accurate.  In  1854  he  was 
recalled  to  Ypi^ilanti  on  account  of  the  failing  liealth  of  his  father,  and 
remained  there  for  seventeen  years,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  and  in 
managing  the  business  of  his  father's  estate.  In  1871  he  removed  to 
Grand  Rapids  and  formed  a  partnership  with  James  Blair,  under  the  style 
of  NorriK  v^'  Blair.  Shortly  afterwards  Mr.  Ktngslcy  n  as  admitted  to  the 
firm,  which  becamo  Norris,  Blair  and  Kingslcy,  an<l  '^till  l  i'i  r,  Norris,  Blair 
&  Stone.  For  a  perioti  nf  t\v  <  h  i  y^ars  betnnning  in  i<S75  H<  was  associated 
in  partnership  with  Hon.  Edwin  F.  Uhl,  iate  assistant  Secretary  of  the 
United  States  Treasury  and  now  Ambassador  of  the  United  States  at  the 
court  of  Germany.  During  his  whole  life  he  was  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
term  an  active  politician.  In  1869  he  was  elected  State  Senator,  as  the 
Democratic  candid-ito  in  a  district  h  ivnit:  a  Republican  majority.  His 
competitor  was  Hon.  j.  Wrb^ti-r  Chilrl';.  i.vith  uiioni  :\  fnint  canvass  of  the 
district  was  made,  introducing  the  practice  of  joint  discussion  of  political 
issues  by  opposing  candidates.  The  two  men  traveled  together,  each 
entertaining  the  other  as  a  guest  in  the  town  where  he  lived  and  passing 
through  the  campaign  without  the  slightest  disturbance  of  their  friendly 
relations.  In  the  Senate  he  was  more  patriot  than  partisan  and  his  influence 
secured  for  the  nominees  of  the  majority  the  united  support  of  his  few 
colleagues  constituting  the  minority.  Through  his  instrumentality  the 
geological  survey  of  the  Northern  Peninsula  was  resumed,  with  a  liberal 
appropriation  from  the  State  treasury  to  carry  on  the  work.  His  influence 
was  exerted  against  the  proposition  authorizing  towns  of  the  State  to  vote 
aid  to  railroads,  although  it  was  powerless  to  prevent  the  passage  of  an  act 
by  which  bonded  debts  aggregating  six  milUnn  dollars  were  incurred  and 
wliic  h  loiLunately  was  declared  unconstitutional  by  the  Supreme  Court.  In 
1875  Mr.  Norris  was  the  nominee  of  his  party  for  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  but  was  defeated  in  common  with  the  remainder  of  his  ticket.  He 
was  a  popular  orator  and  frequently  called  upon  for  public  addresses.  He 
delivered  the  commencement  address  before  the  Law  School  of  the  Univer^ 
sity  of  Michigan  in  1882,  when  hi^  son  Mark  was  a  member  nf  the  graduating 
class.  This  son  became  hi-.  law  parltiLr  in  1SS7  aiu;  the  firm  r_)f  Norris  & 
Norris  then  formed  was  dissolved  only  by  the  death  of  the  senior  member. 
The  business  of  the  firm  was  large  and  profitable.  In  1 883  he  was  appointed 
by  the  Governor  one  of  the  regents  of  the  University  of  Michigan  and 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  trust  with  unusual  intelligence.    At  the  time 
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of  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  visitor  ^  of  the  University. 
He  WH.S  alternato  commissioner  for  the  State  to  the  World's  Columbian 
T'.vposition  and  was  able  to  nttend  the  sessions  of  the  commission  the  week 
following  the  opening.  Impaired  health  and  severe  Illness  prevented  further 
attendance,  although  he  lived  until  the  following  January.  He  was  married 
November  22,  1854  to  Miss  Lucy  Alsop,  daughter  of  Gen.  Chauncey 
Whittelsey,  of  Middletown,  Connecticut,  and  a  direct  descendant  of  John 
Cotton,  who  came  to  America  in  1632.  She  w-is  the  c^reat-j^randdanj^hter 
of  Major  General  \i  t(  iTni<  Ward,  who  commandi;i]  tl)(:  Kc  vnlut  irm.iiy  lorces 
at  Boston  until  General  Washington  became commandcr-ui-chicl  .  Mr.  Norris 
loved  his  home  and  was  devoted  to  his  family.  He  had  one  son  and  d^'' 
daughters.  One  of  the  latter  is  Dr.  Maria  W.  Norris.  No  more  fitting 
testimonial  to  the  life  of  a  good  man,  great  in  his  pmfession  and  loved  in  ' 
the  rommunitv.  can  be  added  than  that  f>f  Bar  his  county.  The 
following  is  quoted  from  the  memorial  adopted  on  the  occasion  of  this  death: 
His  knowledge  of  the  law  was  based  upon  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
its  principles,  and  was  embellished  by  an  expeptional  scholastic  training. 
Tic  qairT-^d,  too,  a  wide  kiiuw  UdLe  of  men  through  varied  experiences,  and 
because  of  his  ardent  iove  of  reading,  marked  powers  of  perception,  quick 
mental  analysis  and  great  intellectual  force,  was  a  lawyer  fitted  to  an 
unusual  tfe^'reu  to  <4^ras:>  cli  irly  and  deal  decisively  with  qiustions  of  the 
present,  while  none  among  us  was  as  familiar  with  the  past  both  as  respects 
the  history  of  the  law  and  its  enduring  foundations.  In  his  daily  walk 
among  us  he  was  a  man  of  marked  dignity  and  impressive  bearing.  He 
was  never  a  seeker  for  other  men's  praises,  but  those  with  whom  his  tife 
brought  him  in  frequent  contact  knew  him  as  a  sincere  gentleman,  generous 
of  heart,  and  of  ever  present  kindness.'* 

When  the  memorial  was  presented  to  the  Supreme  Court,  Mr.  Justice 
Montgomery  on  behalf  f^f  that  court  said,  anmnf^  other  thinc;*^  • 

"The  accomplishments,  the  strength  of  character,  the  sterhnij  worth 
and  manly  dignity  of  Mr.  Norris  are  fittingly  portrayed  in  the  memorial  of 
the  Kent  couiitx  T^ar,  which  i'^,  in  m\-  judgment,  as  correct  an  analysis  of 
his  character  and  life  as  could  be  embodied  if  a  volume  were  written.  Mr. 
Norris  was  not  only  a  great  lawyer  and  a  scholar  of  unusual  attainments, 
but  he  was  a  man  of  marked  character  and  a  most  kindly  and  generous 
temperament  to  those  who  knew  him  well.  He  had  none  of  the  arts  of  a 
demagogue.  He  seemed  to  care  little  for  popular  favor.  His  course  of 
life  was  not  marked  out  with  a  view  of  keeping  in  the  current  of  public 
approval,  but  he  did  value  the  friendship  of  his  associates  nt  the  Bar.  and 
above  all,  the  esteem,  respect  and  devotion  of  his  family.  1  lis  rclaiiosis 
with  the  members  of  his  family  were  the  closest  and  most  confidential.  I 
believe  it  can  be  truly  said  of  hi'm  that  there  was  nothing^  in  his  daily  walk 
or  conversation  which  he  ought  to-  conceal  from  his  wife  or  children,  and 
that  there  was  not  the  slightest  of  the  incidents  of  their  daily  life  which 
did  not  enlist  his  care  and  sympatliy.  Apart  from  his  professional  succesg 
which  will  be  an  inspiration  to  many  of  the  younger  members  of  the  Bar 
who  have  been  brought  up  under  the  influence  of  his  example,  this  world  ~ 
will  be  better  that  Lyman  D.  Norris  has  lived,  for  the  impress  that  his 
personal  character  has  made  and  will  leave  upon  the  community  where  it 
has  been  felt." 
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MARK  NQK-RiS,  Grand  Rapids.  Mark  Norris  was  the  son  of  the  late 
Lyman  D,  Norris  and  Lucy  Whittelsey.  He  was  born  July  28,  1857,  at 
Ypsilanti ;  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town  and  at  De  Veaux 
College,  Suspension  Bridge,  New  York,  where  he  was  prepared  for  the 
university  course.  At  this  school  he  was  each  year  of  his  attendance 
awarded  the  college  gold  medal  for  high  standing  in  general  scliularship. 
Upon  completing  the  literary  course  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  he 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1879,  after  which  he  took  the  complete 
course  in  the  Law  Department  of  the  University  and  was  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1882.  X^'ithoul  delay  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  the  !rtw 
at  Grand  Rapids  in  the  office  of  his  father.  Alter  three  yeare  of  experi* 
ence  he  was  admitted  to  a  partnership  in  the  firm  of  Norris  &  Uhl,  in  1885. 
Two  years  later,  upon  the  dissolution  of  the  firm  and  the  retirement  of 
Mr.  Uhl  therefrom,  he  continued  in  partnership  with  his  father  in  the  firm 
of  Norris  &  Norris  until  it  'v.r^  ciissolved  by  the  death  of  the  senior  partner 
in  January,  1894.  Since  ilial  linie  he  ha?  contirtierl  *he  practice  alone. 
Although  doing  a  general  law  business,  his  specialty  m  tiie  practice  is  liti- 
gation of  insurance  cases.  He  has  made  a  special  study  of  that  class  of 
cases,  and  has  tried  more  of  them  than  any  other  lawyer  of  his  years  now 
practising  at  the  Michigan  Bar.  He  is  not  only  an  expert  in  the  manage- 
ment of  all  litigation  growing  out  of  fire  insurance,  but  is  regarded  as 
authority  on  the  laws  pertaining  to  such  matters.  He  is  a  close  student, 
woildng  assiduously  and  going  through  all  of  the  evidence  bearing  upon  a 
case,  and  examining  all  the  authorities  with  scrupulous  care.  In  argument 
of  the  law  questions  involved  in  any  case  he  is  clear  and  forcible.  In  1895 
the  I  .egislaf  t:rf  .'t!iolished  the  old  s-\'sfrm  of  admitting  lawyers  tO  practice 
by  the  Circuit  Courts  and  made  provision  tor  the  examination  of  applicants 
by  a  State  board  of  examiners  :>elcctcd  for  the  purpose  by  the  Supreme 
Court.  Under  the  present  s}^em  every  candidate  for  admission  must  pass 
the  examination  of  this  board  or  have  a  diploma  from  the  Law  School  of 
the  University  of  Michigan.  The  first  board  of  examiners  under  this  law 
cornmi«sinncd  by  the  imvernnr  was  George  II.  Durand,  president;.  Floyd 
R,  Meacham,  two  years;  i^hiilip  T.  Van  Zile,  three  years;  Mark  Norris, 
secretary  of  the  board,  four  years;  R.  C.  Ostrander,  five  years.  Both  of 
the  law  schoob  of  the  State  are  represented,  Floyd  R.  Meacham  for  the 
University  of  Michigan,  and  Judge  Van  Zile  for  Detroit  College  of  Law. 
Under  the  law  the  nomination  of  the  members  of  this  commission  is  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  and  Mark  Norris  was  chosen  for  tiic  term 
of  four  years  and  commissioned  by  Governor  Rich  August  50,  1895. 
Politically  Mr.  Norris  is  a  Democrat,  by  inheritance  and  choice.  He  is  not 
a  politician,  preferring  to  devote  his  time  and  energies  to  his  profession. 
In  the  campaign  of  1896,  as  an  advocate  of  sound  money,  he  allied  him- 
self with  the  National  Democrats.  He  is  treasurer  of  thf*  I  tw  Library  of 
Grand  Rapids,  is  literary  in  his  tastes  and  give^  considerable  time  to  gen- 
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eral  reading.  September  3,  1885,  he  married  Cornelia  Abbott,  daughter 
of  Larmon  W.  Abbott,  a  clergyman  of  Ridgefield,  Connecticut.  Three 
children  born  of  this  marriage  are:  Margaret,  aged  nine;  Abbott,  seven; 
Cornelia,  three. 


WILLIAM  J.  STUART,  Grand  Rapids.  William  James  Stuart,  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Bar,  was  bom  in  Barry  county,  Michigan, 
November  i,  1844.  His  early  education  was  received  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  county,  which  he  attended  during  the  winters  until  he 
was  fifteen  years  old.  In  the  meantime  pursuing  the  uneventful  life  of  a 
farmer's  son  during  the  remnininf^  portion  nf  the  year.  At  fifteen  he 
entered  the  public  schools  oi  llastinp^s,  ami  later  on  tlie  high  school  at 
Kalamazoo,  lie  was  graduated  from  the  latter  in  1863.  After  teaching 
school  for  one  year  he  entered  the  freshman  class  of  the  University  of 
Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1864  and  upon  completion  of  the  literary  course 
was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1868.  In  respect  of 
having  earned  the  means  with  which  to  pay  the  expenses  of  a  colle^^e 
rourse  he  w^s  self-educated.  For  two  years  succeeding  his  graduation 
from  the  L'luversity  he  taught  school  at  Hastings  and  then  entered  the 
office  oi  Bakh,  Smiley  &  Balch,  where  he  pursued  the  study  of  law.  He 
had  early  formed  the  purpose  to  become  a  lawyer  and  while  prosecuting 
his  literary  studies  and  employed  in  teaching  he  had  constantly  kept  in 
view  this  acme  of  his  hope  and  ambition.  After  his  preparatory  course  of 
reading  under  the  instruction  of  the  firm  mentioned,  he  entered  the  T,aw 
Departmt^nt  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  completed  its  course,  and 
received  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  upon  his  graduation  in  1872.  Returning 
to  Kalamazoo  he  became  a  partner  in  the  firm  in  which  he  had  formerly 
been  a  student,  but  the  association  was  only  temporary.  In  November 
of  the  same  year  he  removed  to  Grand  Rapids,  and  in  January,  1873, 
was  appointed  assistant  prosecuting  attorney  for  Kent  county  under  E.  A. 
Btirh'ngame.  At  the  same  time  he  formed  a  partnership  t  u  L;ciu  ral  prac- 
tice under  the  firm  name  and  style  of  Burlingame  &  Stuart,  which  con- 
tinued until  April  20,  1876.  He  was  appointed  city  attorney  of  Grand 
Rapids  in  1880  and  held  the  position  for  two  terms.  In  May,  1888,  he 
was  appointed  prosecuting  attorney  of  Kent  county  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  removal  of  th  i  imbent,  and  was  afterwards  elected  for  a 
full  term.  In  addition  to  these  .)rtice<^,  which  are  strictly  in  the  line  of  his 
professional  work,  Mr.  Stuart  has  held  other  positions,  both  educational 
and  political.  For  three  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  education 
of  Grand  Rapids.  In  1892  he  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city  and  re-elected 
in  1894,  serving  two  terms.  The  University  of  Michigan  conferred  upon 
him  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  and  for  1894-5  he  was  president  of  the 
Society  of  Alumni  of  the  University.    He  has  devoted  his  talents  and 
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energies  almost  without  reserve  to  the  practice  of  law.  He  was  associated 
with  Mr.  £.  F.  Sweet,  under  the  firm  name  of  Stuart  &  Sweet  for  twelve 
years,  from  April,  1876,  and  for  five  years,  from  April,  1888.  he  was  in 
partnership  with  Loyal  R.  Knappen.  Since  1<S93  he  ha-  been  engaged  in 
the  general  practice  alone.  He  conducts  a  large  office  business  and  also 
has  a  large  number  of  litigated  cases  in  the  courts.  All  of  this  business 
receives  bis  personal  attention  and  is  conducted  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
hold  a  profitable  clientage.  He  is  exceedingly  methodical  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  his  business  and  painstaking  in  the  preparation  of  his  cases.  He 
is  equally  can-ful  in  the  trial  of  ca^es  in  cnurl  and  is  also  a  succfspful  advo- 
cate. His  command  of  language  is  easy  and  his  manner  of  speech  agree- 
able. In  social  intercourse  he  is  affable  and  courteous  with  everyone. 
He  is  not  a  member  of  any  secret  order,  but  is  a  communicant  and  vestry- 
man  of  St.  Mark's  Episcopal  church.  In  April,  1874,  he  married  Miss 
Calista  Hadley,  of  Hastings. 


LOYAL  EDWIN  KNAPPEN,  Grand  Rapids.  Mr.  Knappen  was  bom 
January  27,  1854,  at  Hastings,  Mich.  His  father,  Edwin  Knappen,  who 
was  a  merchant  in  that  city,  was  born  in  Sudbury,  Vermont.  He  died 
when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  babe.  His  grandfather,  Mason 
Knappen,  was  a  Congregational  minister,  who  came  into  this  state  from 
Vermont  in  1831,  and  settled  at  Richland,  Kalamazoo  county,  where  he 
resided  until  his  death  in  1857.  The  family  is  of  Scotch- Welsh  origin. 
The  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  writing  was  born  in  Braintree,  Vermont, 
from  which  placf  1u  moved  with  her  parents  to  Richland,  Michigan,  in  1844. 
She  slill  lives  in  Hastings,  where  she  reared  her  two  sons  to  manhood. 
Both  became  lawyers.  Charle<;  M.  died  in  1885.  Loyal  L.  -pent  his 
youthful  days  in  Hastings,  attending  the  Union  School  in  that  piacc  until 
he  had  reached  the  age  of  fifteen.  He  then  entered  the  Literary  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan,  from  which  institution  he  was  gradu- 
ated with  honors  in  the  class  of  1873,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.B.  For 
=:ix  months  following  his  graduation  he  wa-^  assistant  princiftal  of  the 
Hastings  high  school.  Teaching  was  not  to  be  his  life  work,  and  he 
settled  down  to  the  study  of  law  in  the  oIKice  of  the  Hon.  James  A. 
Sweezey.  He  read  and  studied  the  law  for  a  period  of  two  years,  when  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  the  month  of  August,  1875,  on  an  examination 
before  Judge  Hoyt.  His  professional  career  was  begun  by  a  partnership 
with  his  preceptor,  Mr.  Sweezey,  which  continued  until  1878.  This  asso- 
ciation was  dissolved  that  year  to  give  place  to  a  partnership  with  his 
brother,  (  Ihirlrs  M.  Knappen,  which  extended  to  1883.  He  then  entered 
into  a  tliird  partnership  with  Christopher  H.  Van  Arman,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Knappen  &  Van  Arman.  Mr.  Knappen  removed  to  Grand 
Rapids,  April  11,  1888,  and  formed  new  business  relations  with  Hon. 
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William  J.  Sttiarti  the  firm  name  being  Stuart,  Knappen  &  Van  Arman, 
with  offices  at  Grand  Rapids  and  Hastings.  This  arrangement  lasted  until 
th<  ilcath  of  Mr.  Van  Arman  in  January,  1890.    Charles  M.  Weaver  was 

then  admitted  to  the  firm,  and  remained  with  it  a  little  over  a  year,  when 
the  office  at  Hastings  was  closed.  The  firm  of  Stuart  &  Knappen  was 
dissolved  in  1 893,  Mr.  Knappen  becoming  a  member  of  the  present  firm  of 
Taggart,  Knappen  &  Denison.  He  has  always  done  a  general  practice  in 
both  State  and  Federal  courts.  He  is  a  Republican,  but  has  never  sought 
office,  preferring  a  private  law  practice  to  the  turmoil  of  politics.  He  was 
induced,  however,  to  accept  the  nomination  for  Pro'cn-ting  Attorney  for 
Barry  county,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  in  iS/iS,  serving  fo?ir  years. 
He  wai>  appointed  United  States  Coinniissioner  in  iSSoand  held  this  office 
until  his  removal  to  Grand  Rapids.  He  has  always  taken  much  interest  in 
educational  matters,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Hastings  Board  of  Education 
for  three  years,  acting  as  its  Tresident  for  one  year.  He  was  Assistant 
Prosecuting  Attorney  for  Kent  county  for  three  years  from  1888.  He 
enjoy*  a  hr<je  practice  in  all  the  court-;  r.f  the  Statf^.  He  is  much  engaged 
in  tl'.c  Su]jrci!ic  Court,  frequently  actinL',  .is  i  ■  uni'^.rl  w  ith  iither  law  firms  in 
their  cascb  before  that  court,  lie  is  an  accurate  and  ckan  lawyer,  tliorougli 
in  the  preparation  of  his  cases,  and  untiring  in  their  prosecution.  He 
possesses  the  confidence  of  his  clients,  and  is  equally  good  in  counsel  and 
in  pleading.  He  has  been  retained  to  assist  in  the  prosecution  of  many  of 
the  important  criminal  cases  in  Barry  county  for  the  last  ten  years.  In 
this  work  he  has  been  unitotmh'  successful.  He  ha-  aI>o  had  considerable 
land  litigation  ia  diherent  counties  ol  the  State.  Man)'  of  the  cases  with 
which  he  has  been  connected  are  widely  known.  Mr.  Knappen  has  been  a 
Mason  for  years,  and  is  a  member  of  Columbia  Chapter  of  Grand  Rapids. 
He  belongs  to  Eureka  Lodge  No.  2,  K.P.,  Grand  Rapids.  While  at  Hast- 
ings he  was  Chancellor  Commander  of  the  K.P.  Lodge  of  Hastings.  Mr. 
Knappen  was  married  October  23,  1876,  to  Miss  Amelia  T.  Kenvon,  of 
Hastings,  who  had  for  several  years  been  a  teacher  m  the  public  schools  of 
that  city.  They  have  three  children*  Stuart  E.,  aged  nineteen,  is  now  a 
Junior  in  the  University  of  Michigan.  Fred  M.,  aged  seventeen,  is  a 
Junior  in  the  Grand  Rapids  High  School.  Florence,  aged  fourteen,  is  also 
a  student  iit  the  same  school.  As  a  lawyer,  Mr.  Knappen  has  attained 
high  rank,  not  only  in  Grand  Rapids,  but  throughout  the  State  of 
Michigan. 


H ARSON  D.  SMITH,  Cassopolis.    This  subject  was  bom  March  17, 

1845,  Albion,  New  York.  He  received  an  academic  education,  after 
which  111  engaged  in  teachinfjf  school  in  New  York  .Slate,  an<l  loua.  He 
was  prmcipal  of  the  union  school  at  Eldora,  iowa,  for  one  year,  after 
which  he  was  elected  professor  of  mathematics  in  the  Iowa  Lutheran  Col- 
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lege,  situated  at  Albion,  where  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  i866,  when 
he  went  to  Rochester,  New  York,  and  commenced  the  study  of  law  with 
Hon.  George  F.  Danforth,  who  was  afterwards  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals.  After  being  admitted  to  the  Bar  he  went  to  Jackson, 
Michigan,  where  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Hon.  William  K.  Gibson, 
remaininf^  there  about  two  years.  In  1870  he  located  at  Cassopolis  for 
the  ^)i,ictice  ot  his  profession,  and  has  remained  there  ever  since.  In  18/3 
he  married  Miss  Sate  Reed,  daughter  of  S.  T.  Reed,  now  president  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Cassopolis.  Mr.  Smith's  home  is  one  of  the 
pleasantest  in  the  village.  In  1876  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney 
for  Cass  county,  and  held  the  office  two  terms.  In  the  Blaine  campaign 
he  was  the  Republican  nominee  for  State  Senator,  but  was  defeated  in  the 
election  bv  Senator  Sherwood  of  Berrien  count)  ,  the  Democratic  notniru  c. 
He  has  a  large  and  lucrative  practice,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing lawyers  of  southwestern  Michigan.  He  is  a  close  student  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  his  profession,  has  a  fine  library,  and  his  counsel  is 
largely  sought.  He  exccb  c  jj-cially  in  the  careful  preparation  of  his 
cases,  and  the  management  of  the  same  in  court,  and  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  cases.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  Republican,  and  is 
one  of  the  leaders  of  that  party  in  his  part  of  the  State.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Republican  State  Central  Committee  for  the  past  six  years, 
being  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  for  the  last  four  years.  He 
is  also  chairman  of  the  Republican  County  Committee,  which  position  he 
has  held  for  the  past  ten  years.  At  the  last  State  convention  at  Detroit 
he  was  unanimously  elected  by  the  df  !ef:^.'ites  from  the  Fourth  District 
as  the  presidential  elector  for  that  district.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
State  Board  of  Pardons.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  prominent  Mason,  belonging  to 
the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter  at  Cassopolis,  Niles  Commandery  No.  12,  K. 
T.,  and  Saladin  Shrine  at  Grand  Rapids. 


ALLLN  B.  MORSE,  Ionia.  Hon.  Allen  B.  Morse,  ex-judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Michigan,  and  at  present  United  States  Consul  at  Glasgow,  is  the 
son  of  Hon.  John  L.  and  Susan  Cowles  Morse.  He  was  born  January  7, 
1839,      Otisco,  Ionia  county,  Michigan.    His  father,  who  died  at  Bel- 

mond,  Iowa,  August  22,  1894,  was  a  man  of  affairs,  prominent  in 
two  States.  While  in  .Michigan  lie  held  various  lownshij)  oftlces,  was 
Judge  of  the  Probate  Court  for  twelve  years  and  a  uicniber  of  the  State 
Legislature.  In  Iowa  he  was  County  J  udge,  auditor  of  the  county,  and  a 
member  of  the  Iowa  Legislature.  Judge  Morse  was  educated  principally 
in  the  common  schools.  He  took  a  two  year  course  in  the  Agricultural 
College  at  Lansing,  taught  in  the  district  schools  a  few  months  and,  in  the 
spring  of  i860,  began  the  study  of  law.  Before  the  completiori  of  his  pre- 
liminary studies  in  law  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Sixteenth  Regiment 
»4 
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Michigan  infantry,  in  i86i.  In  December,  1863,  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Twenty-first  Regiment,  and  soon  after  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  assigned 
to  duty  as  acting  adjutant  general  of  the  staff  of  Col.  K.  T.  Sherman,  who 
was  then  commanding  the  Firat  Brigade  of  General  Sheridan's  Division. 
While  on  duty  in  this  position  he  lost  his  arm  at  the  storming  of  Missionary 
Ridge.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Hanover  Court  House,  Gaines  Mill, 
Manassas  Junction,  Antietam,  Chickamauga,  and  in  numerous  skirmishes. 
On  retiring  from  the  staff,  rendered  necessary  by  the  loss  of  his  arm,  he 
received  the  following  '^rittenn:;-  testimonials  from  his  superior  oflficers : 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fourth  Infantry  Corps, 
Camp  Laibold,  East  Tennessee,  February  9,  1864. 

To  whom  it  may  concern : — 

The  undersigned  takes  great  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the 
ability  and  bravery  of  Lieut.  A.  B.  Morse,  adjutant  of  the  Twenty-first 
Michigan  infantry.  The  lieutenant  was,  by  my  orders,  detailed  as  assistant 
adjutant  general  of  my  hacp.dc  and  was  selected  by  me  for  this  rt  spnnsible 
position,  because  of  his  peculiar  Atness  and  ability  to  discharge  the  duties 
which  devolve  upon  him.  Ever  at  the  post  of  duty,  either  in  the  office  or 
on  the  field,  he  won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  superior  officers  and 
the  love  and  re'^pect  of  his  juniors.  T  respectfully  recommend  him  to  the 
consideration  of  his  Country'  and  Government  for  any  position  in  the 
Invalid  Corps  which  he  may  desire. 

F.  T.  Sherman,  Colonel  88th  111.  Infantry. 

Hcadquartore  Second  Division,  Tenth  Army  Corps,  Loudon,  Tennes- 
see, I'ebruary  11,  1864. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  approving  the  wishes  and  recommenda* 
tions  of  Colonel  ShermaTi.  l.i*Mitenant  Morse,  while  in  my  division, 
proved  himself  to  be  an  able,  efficient  and  gallant  oflicer,  and  was  wounded 
while  leading  his  men  at  the  storming  of  Missionary  Ridge. 

P.  H.  Sheridan,  Major  General. 

On  his  return  from  the  field  Mr.  Morse  continued  his  law  studies  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  rtt  Ionia,  where  he  ha.^  always  engaged  tn  the 
practice,  except  when  serving  in  public  office.  Always  taking  a  lively 
interest  in  politics  and  possessing  peculiar  elements  of  personal  popularity, 
he  has  naturally  been  selected  as  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  various 
offices.  In  1866  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  for  Ionia  county  and 
reflected  in  1868,  as  a  Republican.  Dissatisfied  with  the  administration 
of  General  Grant,  he  supported  Horace  Greeley  in  1872,  and  has  since  acted 
with  the  Democrats.  In  1874  he  was  nominated  for  State  Senator  by  the 
Democrats  and  elected  by  a  majority  of  2,21 1  in  a  district  strongly  Repub- 
lican. While  in  the  Senate  he  was  chairman  of  the  military  committee 
and  a  member  of  the  committee  on  State  affairs  and  constitutional  amend- 
ments. In  1878  Judge  Morse  was  the  candidate  for  Attorney  General  of 
Michij^an  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  was  defeated  with  his  party.  In 
1880  he  was  1  clele^atc  to  the  National  Convention  that  nnmiii  itcd  General 
Hancock  for  President.  In  1SS2  he  was  elected  mayor  of  Ionia  and  served 
a  term  of  one  year.  In  1885  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Michigan  for  the  term  of  eight  years,  commencing  January  i,  1886. 
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Governor  Alger  appointed  him  Chief  Justice  in  October,  i^^-.  tn  micceed 
Judge  Thomas  M.  Cooley,  resic^ned.  Jtid<^f  Morse  'served  011  the  Supreme 
Bench  uiUil  October  4,  1892,  when  he  resigned,  being  then  Chief  JusUce, 
to  accept  the  unanimous  nomination  for  Governor  as  candidate  on  the 
Democratic  ticket.  He  was  defeated,  but  the  election  evidenced  his 
remarkable  popularity.  He  received  3,000  more  votes  than  Grovcr  Cleve- 
land and  5,000  more  than  other  candidates  on  the  State  ticket.  In  April, 
1893,  he  was  appointed  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
where  he  is  now  located.  Judge  Morse  is  a  good  lawyer  and  an  upright 
jurist.  He  has  exhibited  the  same  fidelity  and  devotion  to  duty  in  every 
public  office  that  distinguished  his  military  service,  so  highly  commended  by 
superior  officers.  His  convictions  are  clear  and  strong.  His  opinions  are 
held  tenaciously  and  declared  fearlessly  on  all  proper  occasions.  His 
moral  courage  is  equal  to  liis  physical  prowess.  He  is  of  active  tempera- 
ment and  of  medium  size.  He  informed  himself  as  a  boy  on  political  sub- 
jects and  his  convictions  were  in  favor  of  humanity  and  liberty.  His  sol- 
dierly qualities  were  tested  and  acknowledged  on  the  field  of  battle.  On 
his  return  from  the  war  the  people  were  prompt  to  honor  liim  with  respon- 
sible and  lucrative  public  offices.  His  most  pleasing  recreation  is  tound  in 
hunting  and  tishing  among  the  pleasant  resorts  of  his  native  State.  Judge 
Morse  was  married  to  Frances  Marion  Van  Allen,  youngest  daughter  of 
George  W.  Van  Allen,  Esq.,  November  25,  1874.  She  died  October  28, 
1884.  By  this  union  there  were  four  children,  Marion  A.,  Van  Allen, 
•Lucy  C.  and  Dan  Root  Morse.  The  eldest  is  now  twenty  and  the  youngest 
foiirtt  en  years  of  age.  Judge  Morse  was  married  December  13,  18H8,  to 
Anna  M.  Babcock,  youngest  daughter  of  Lucius  Babcock,  Esq.,  of  Ionia, 
Mich. 


FRANK  D.  M.  DAVIS,  Ionia.  Judge  Davis  is  the  son  of  the  late  £. 
M.  and  Ellen  Williams  Davis,  both  of  whom  were  of  Welsh  descent  and 
natives  of  Oneida  county,  New  York.  They  removed  from  that  state  to 
Ionia  county,  Michigan,  in  1854,  and  afterwards  to  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin, 
where  the  mother  died  in  1856,  and  the  father,  returninj^  to  Ionia,  died 
there  in  1865.  Judge  Davis,  tlie  subject  of  this  biographical  sketcli,  was 
born  in  Buttalo,  New  York,  April  9,  1852 ;  his  early  education  was  procured 
in  the  public  schools  of  Ionia  and  Greenville,  and  also  in  teaching  until  he 
attained  his  majority.  In  1873  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  in  the 
offices  of  Maible  &  Webster,  of  Ionia,  under  thrir  instruction;  he 
remained  with  them  two  years,  being  admitted  to  the  Bar  as  the  result  of 
his  proficiency  in  1874  by  Judge  Lovell.  His  first  office  for  practice  wa.s 
opened  in  Saranac,  where  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1880,  when,  upon 
his  election  to  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney,  he  removed  to  Ionia; 
he  filled  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney  for  two  successive  terms,  and 
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after  engaging-  in  private  practice  for  four  years  he  was  again  nominated 
for  the  same  office,  two  years  later  again  renominated  and  elected,  serving 
altogether  for  a  period  of  four  terms,  covering  eight  years.  One  of  the 
proudest  days  of  his  life  was  the  fortieth  anniversary  of  his  birth,  upon 
which  he  was  inaugurated  mayor  of  the  city  of  Ionia.  He  esteemed  it 
the  greatest  honor  that  had  come  to  him,  and  even  the  higher  position 
which  has  been  attained  since  that  time  has  not  ca^t  a  ^hndow  upon  the 
gloiy  ol  that  day.  It  was  a  gratification  unspeakable  l  )  Jiidge  Dp.vis  that 
he  should  be  preferred  for  so  honorable  and  responsible  an  office  by  the 
men  among  whom  he  had  lived  all  his  life  and  had  known  him  as  a  poor 
boy;  it  was  indeed  a  triumph  worthy  of  the  highest  self-congratulation. 
It  was  an  evidence  of  the  popular  respect  and  personal  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held  in  the  community  where  he  wa  -  hc<t  known.  He  was  the  first 
Republican  elected  to  the  otihcc  of  mayor  for  a  period  oi  seven  years. 
Before  the  close  of  his  term  as  chief  executive  of  the  city  he  was,  in  the 
Spring  of  1895,  elected  Judge  of  the  Eighth  Judicial  District,  comprising 
the  counties  ol  Ionia  and  Montcalm;  he  was  inducted  into  the  judicial 
office  January'  f,  1894,  for  a  term  of  six  years.  During  the  years  of  his 
practice  at  the  Bar  Judge  Davis  was  associated  in  partnership  with  other 
lawyers  at  various  times.  From  1881  to  1885  he  was  the  partner  of  Will- 
iam O.  Webster,  of  the  firm  of  Webster  &  David,  which  was,  at  the  date 
last  named,  changed  to  Webster,  Davis  &  Millard.  From  18S7  to  Janu- 
ary, 1892,  he  was  associated  with  George  E.  Nichols  under  the  style  of 
Davis  &  Nichols;  after  that  he  continued  alone  until  his  election  to  the 
Circuit  Bench.  He  has  been  e  nf^y-jnrf.f^  npnr  one  side  or  the  other  of  nearly 
all  of  the  important  cases  arising  in  this  county  for  several  years  prior  to 
his  election  to  the  Bench,  and  in  many  important  cases  before  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  State.  As  stated  in  connection  with  his  election  to  the  may- 
oralty, he  is  RepubUcan.  While  he  has  not  avoided  any  duty  of  citizen- 
ship he  ha<5  taken  an  active  part  in  the  councils  of  his  party,  hut  hn--  nc\'er 
sought  political  oflice.  For  rtfteen  years  lie  has  had  a  mcinbcrsliiu  in  the 
order  of  Masonry,  and  has  for  some  time  been  a  member  of  the  lotnaCom- 
mandery.  He  is  also  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.  He  was  married  in  the  fall  of  1874  to  Ellen  A.  Strong,  of  Ionia;  the 
fruit  of  that  marriage  is  a  son,  Elvert  M.,  born  in  1875  now  a  Student 
at  Detroit  Colles»e  of  T.aw.  and  a  daufrhter.  Eh  a  R.,  ten  years  ynnnf^fr. 
The  following  is  an  estimate  from  the  highest  and  most  reliable  sources, 
whether  considered  personally  or  professionally: 

"Judge  Davis  is  purely  a  self-made  man.    He  has  grown  up  in  Ionia 

from  a  boy  in  humlilr  .  itcumstances  to  be  Circuit  Judge  of  the  district. 
As  a  lawyer  he  staiids  in  the  front  rank  in  his  Judicial  District,  and  indeed 
in  western  Michigan.  He  is  a  fluent  public  speaker,  and  strong  and  suc- 
cessful before  a  jury.  His  cases  were  always  well  prepared  so  that  the 
interests  of  his  client  were  ably  and  amply  protected.  A'^  a  judge  he  is 
quick  in  discernment  and  ready  in  decision,  and  stands  well  among  the 
Circuit  Judges  of  the  State.    His  decisions  are  generally  accurate  and  sel- 
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dom  overruled  by  the  Supreme  Court.  He  is  a  public-spirited  citizen  of 
high  standing  in  the  estimation  of  the  people,  not  only  among  the  people 
of  Ionia  county,  but  the  entire  Judicial  District.  He  is  a  man  whose  ex- 
emplary habits  and  upright  life  adorn  a  home  and  make  an  estimable  hus- 
band and  father." 


EDWARD  CAHILL,  Lansing.  Edward  Cahill,  ex-J  udge  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  has  raised  himself  to  a  position  of  the  highest  professional  emi- 
nence in  the  State.    He  comes  from  Revolutionary  stock  on  both  sides. 

His  paternal  grcat-grandfatlier  served  in  the  American  jirmy  from  Penn?yl 
vania,  rmd  bis  maternal  great-grandfather  from  Vertnout.  His  own  parents 
were  poor  and  able  to  give  him  only  limited  advantages.  His  father, 
Abraham  Cahill,  who  was  a  tanner  by  trade,  settled  in  Kalamazoo  as  a 
young  man  in  1831,  where,  ten  years  later,  he  married  Miss  Frances  Maria 
Marsh,  daui;lit<  1  of  John  P.  Marsh,  a  pioneer  settler,  and  niece  of 
Epaphroditus  Ransom,  an  early  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  antl  (jov- 
emor  of  the  State  from  1848  to  1850.  Edward  was  the  second  inatamiiy 
of  six  children  and  was  born  Augu.sL  3,  1843.  The  first  two  years  of  his 
life  were  passed  in  Kalamazoo  and  in  184$  hts  father  sold  the  tannery, 
removed  three  miles  into  the  country  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Grand 
Prairie.  Here  he  remained  until  eleven  years  of  age,  attending  the  district 
sclionl  after  attaining  lawful  school  age.  The  next  move  was  to  Holland, 
Michigan,  in  1S54,  where  his  lather  located  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  ia 
the  lumber  business,  after  having  invested  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  his 
farm  in  timber  lands.  In  August  of  the  same  year  his  father  died  before 
establishing  himself  in  a  profitable  business  or  gaining  an  acquaintance  in 
the  new  ct)mnuinity,  Icavinc^  tlic  family  with  no  income  or  means  of  sup- 
port immtniintcly  available.  Tin  c  lute  consisted  principally  of  unpro- 
ductive wild  lauds.  The  family  soon  returned  to  Kalamazoo  for  the  better 
opportunities  aud  educational  advanta^s  afforded  there,  and  the  sympathy 
and  helpfulness  of  friendship.  The  children  were  all  too  young  to  contri- 
bute much  to  the  common  support  by  the  earnings  of  their  labor,  but  an 
intelligent  mother  kept  them  in  school.  After  attet^dinfj  the  publ-c  schools 
for  a  year  Edward  entered  the  preparatory  department  of  Kalamazoo  Col- 
lege in  the  fall  of  1856.  The  following  winter  when  the  Legislature 
assembled  in  Lansing  he  obtained  emplojonent  as  a  page.  This  was  the 
beginning  of  his  public  career,  and  he  performed  the  duties  of  messenger 
so  well  as  to  secure  a  reappointment  in  the  Legislature  of  1^558-0  hor 
more  than  two  years  after  the  close  of  this  second  Lej^isl-itivc  tcnn  l,c  was 
an  apprentice  in  the  office  o£  the  Kalamaaoo  Gaseilc,  learning  the  printer's 
trade.  In  August,  1862,  he  laid  aside  his  stick  and  rule,  strapped  a  knap- 
sack  on  his  back  as  a  private  volunteer  soldier  in  Company  A,  Eighty- 
Ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  proceeded  to  the  front.  After  service  in  the 
Kentucky  campaign  in  the  fall,  under  General  Buell,  he  was  discharged  in 
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December,  1862.  on  account  of  disability  occasioned  by  <*!ckness.  He 
recuperated  rapidly  in  the  salubrious  climate  of  Michigan,  and  by  the  fol- 
lowing spring  his  health  was  sufficiently  restored  to  warrant  his  undertaking 
the  study  of  law.  This  he  did  in  the  office  of  Miller  &  Bums,  Kalamazoo. 
In  the  autumn  of  that  year  he  became  impatient  to  join  the  army  again. 
With  that  object  in  view  he  recruited  a  company  of  colored  soldiers  for  the 
First  Michigan  Colored  Tnfantrv',  afterward  knowri  as  the  One  Hundred  and 
Second  U.  S.  Colored  Troop.<»,  with  which  Ue  went  to  the  front  as  first 
lieutenant.  Subsequently  he  was  promoted  to  the  captaincy  and  served  to 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  mustered  out  in  October,  1865.  Upon 
returning  home  he  resumed  the  study  of  law  immediately  in  St.  Johns.  In 
June,  t866,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Clinton  county,  and  in  the  Sep- 
tember followinflf  removed  to  Hubbardston.  Ionia  county,  for  practice. 
There  he  remained  four  years  until  lie  liad  established  himself  in  tlie  law 
and  demonstrated  his  ability.  While  residing  there,  in  1870,  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  and  thereupon  removed  to 
Ionia.  After  a  residence  of  six  months  in  the  county  seat  he  resigned  his 
office  and  removed  to  Chicago,  where  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law 
until  June,  1^73.  Hisoltice  nt  the  corner  of  Clark  and  Madison  was  des- 
troyed by  the  great  fire  and  the  only  volume  saved  from  his  law  library 
was  "  Chitty  on  Contracts. "  On  leaving  Chicago  he  returned  to  his  native 
State  and  settled  permanently  in  Lansing.  He  was  elected  prosecuting 
attorney  of  Ingham  county  in  1876  and  re-elected  in  1878.  His  private 
practice  at  the  same  time  was  confinued  as  a  member  of  different  firms. 
First,  he  was  associated  with  Albert  E.  Cowles,  irom  1875  to  iSiSi.  In 
1883  he  formed  a  partnership  with  R.  C.  Ostrander,  which  has  remained 
unbroken  to  the  present  time  and  promises  a  continuance  indefinitely.  In 
1887  Judge  Cahill  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Pardons 
by  Governor  Luce,  and  held  the  office  until  he  was  appointed  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  Hi«  appointment  to  the  latter  office  was  made  in  189O, 
upon  the  death  of  Judge  Campbell.  He  was  nominated  as  a  candidate  of 
the  Republican  party  to  succeed  himself,  but  the  general  election  which 
followed  demonstrated  dearly  that  it  was  not  a  Republican  year,  the  entire 
State  ticket  being  defeated  for  the  first  time  since  1854.  That  he  was  not 
chosen  is  no  reflection  on  the  judge  and  no  condemnation  of  his  judicial 
service.  Hi=  defeat  \ra?  simply  due  to  the  primary  fact  that  more  Demo- 
crats than  Republicans  attended  the  election  and  voted  for  Justice  ot  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Michigan.  His  fortunate  competitor  in  the  race  was 
Hon.  John  W.  McGrath,  of  Detroit.  He  was  President  of  the  State  Bar 
Association  in  1891-2;  was  first  president  of  the  Political  Science  Associa- 
tion nf  Michigan,  organized  in  1892;  was  counsel  for  the  State  in  the  pro- 
ceedings against  certain  State  officers  known  as  the  election  fraud  cases,  his 
aiisociate  counsel  being  R..  A.  Montgomery,  now  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  Judge  Cahill  possesses  the  qualities  which  make  men  popular. 
He  is  affable,  courteous  and  obliging;  generous  in  his  impulses  and  liberal 
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in  benefactions;  a  good  conversationalist  and  raconteur ;  of  keen  discern- 
ment and  ready  wit.  While  he  is  not  an  orator  in  the  sense  that  he  is  abk 
to  move  men  by  the  sheer  force  of  his  eloquence,  he  is  not  without  power 
as  an  advocate.  His  strength  lies  rather  in  the  logical  arrangement  of  his 
thought  and  in  the  ability  to  state  his  views  with  candor,  clearness  and 
force.  The  legal  business  of  h\<  firm  is  extensive  and  profitable,  not 
excelled  by  that  of  any  law  Ann  in  Lansing. 


JOHN  M.  CORBTN,  Eaton  Rapids.  John  Milton  Corbin  is  ;^  son  of 
Isaiah  IT.  Corbin,  and  Almira  L.  Mills.  The  family  irom  'vhich  In-^  father 
sprang,  wa&  of  English  origin,  and  establisht^d  itsfirsl  home  lias  side  of  the 
ocean  in  Vermont.  His  mother  was  also  of  English  descent,  and  her 
progenitors  settled  in  Connecticut  when  first  across  the  water.  Both  families 
moved  into  Erie  county,  New  York,  where  the  parents  of  our  subject  were 
married,  and  where  he  liimsdf  was  bnm  at  I.ockport.  Septembers.  1844. 
When  he  was  nine  years  old  his  father  brought  him  into  Michigan  and 
located  at  Chariotte.  He  was  for  three  years  a  student  in  the  select 
school  at  Wilson,  New  York,  and  from  1853  to  i860  was  in  the  academy 
at  Charlotte.  He  also  attended  the  graded  school  at  Eaton  Rapids.  From 
1863  to  1867  he  clerked  during  the  summer  and  taught  winter  school.  In 
June  of  that  year  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  under  tin-  direction  of  Crane 
&  Montgomery.  For  some  three  years  he  worked  hi.^  way  carefully  and 
thoroughly  into  an  understanding  of  the  text  books  and  literature  of  the 
profession  and  was  admitted  to  the  Eaton  county  Bar  June  20,  1870.  He 
immediately  opened  an  office  for  the  transaction  of  business,  and  presently 
formed  a  partnership  with  R.  A.  Montgomer>%  v.liich  continued  until  the 
end  of  1872.  During  1875  and  1876  he  wa---  in  company  with  Charles  K. 
Latham,  now  of  Detroit.  In  1878  another  partnership  wa^  formed  with 
Charles  C.  Cobb  which  terminated  in  1883.  In  1888  the  firm  of  Corbin  & 
Hemans  came  into  existence,  and  continued  two  years.  Lawton  T. 
Hemans  is  now  at  Mason.  Kxcept  as  thus  indicated,  Mr.  Corbin  has 
practised  law  alone,  and  h;Ls  been  ^'f^ually  successful  with  or  without  a 
partniT.  He  has  done  a  General  law  business,  and  gained  efficiency  both 
as  a  counsellor  and  a  pleader.  Among  the  more  important  cases  that  he  has 
presented  to  the  Supreme  Court  maybe  mentioned  these  few:  Dale  vs. 
Turner  (34  Mich.  405);  Baldwin  vs.  Branch  Circuit  Judge  (48  Mich. 
525);  Gantz  v<.  Toles  (40  Mich.  735);  Bull  vs.  Brockway  (4^  Mich. 
523);  People  vs.  Miller  (96  Mich.  119);  and  Canton  Bridge  Company  vs. 
City  of  Eaton  Rapids  (65  N.  W.  Reporter,  761).  While  Mr.  Curbui 
has  kept  close  to  the  lixic  of  his  profession,  and  still  has  a  strong  grasp 
upon  its  practice,  he  has  also  a  certain  financial  genius,  which  found 
expression  in  his  almost  natural  and  inevitable  connection  with  the  bank- 
ing interests,  which  began  as  far  back  as  1877,  virhen  he  assisted  in  the 
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organization  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Eaton  Rapids.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  its  board  of  directors  until  1884.  That  year  he  took  an  active  inter- 
est in  the  inauguration  of  the  Michigan  State  Bank  of  Eaton  Rapids,  and 
he  has  been  its  president  since  July,  1890.  He  also  helped  to  organize 
the  Merchants'  National  Bank  at  Charlotte,  and  was  one  of  its  directors 
for  many  years;  and  also  the  State  Savings  Bank  of  Gaylord,  Mich.,  and 
is  one  its  directors.  He  has  been  tntcnsted  in  a  number  of  successful 
busine^  enterprises,  among  which  the  Jackson  Cracker  Company,  ol  Jack- 
son, was  very  prominent.  He  was  president  of  this  company,  and  its 
largest  stockholder  until  1890.  Then  the  business  was  sold  to  the  United 
States  Baking  Company.  Mr.  Corbin  is  a  Democrat,  but  does  not  take 
a  very  active  part  in  ihr  mrmagement  of  practical  politics.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  t'r.it <  1  nity,  and  has  been  a  Knight  Templar  for  sixteen 
years.  He  was  twice  married.  Miss  Hettie  Scott,  of  Ovid,  Seneca  county, 
New  York,  becoming  his  wife  in  1872.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Sinclair 
Scott,  and  died  April  3,  1877,  leaving  an  infant,  born  at  her  death,  and 
another  child  of  two  years.  The  baby  lived  six  months,  and  the  other 
child  eiHit  yearp.  Mr.  Corbin  was  again  married  September,  1878,  to 
Miss  Artie  Scott,  daughter  of  Daniel  Scott,  of  Ovid,  a  double  cousin  of 
his  first  wife.  One  child,  Anna,  is  the  offspring  of  this  marriage.  She 
was  bom  July  27,  1880.  Mr.  Corbin  has  been  characterized  by  compe- 
tent authority  as  a  "  level-headed,  all  round  man  of  affairs,  both  in  law 
and  in  business.  He  is  a  successful  financier,  a  judicious  manager,  and 
in  both  law  and  business  a  safe  counsellor  and  a  successful  man." 


JOHN  W.  McGRATH,  Detroit.  John  W.  McGrath,  ex-Chtef  Justice  of 

the  Stipremc  Court  of  Michigan,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  January  12, 
i5'4..\  He  is  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction.  .  Hi«  father,  Joseph  McGrath, 
was  a  native  ol  the  North  oi  Ireland;  his  mother,  Jane  Andrew,  was  a 
native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland.  They  emigrated  to  America  in  1840, 
remained  in  Philadelphia  three  years  and  in  1843  settled  in  Detroit.  The 
primary  education  of  John  W.  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of 
Detroit.  In  ! 85 ^  his  father  purcha-^ed  160  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land 
in  Macouib  county,  and  removed  thither.  Hero  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
soon  became  an  expert  with  the  ox  team,  tlie  axe,  the  wedge  and  the 
beetle,  doing  a  man's  service  in  the  work  of  preparing  fifty  acres  of  this 
land  for  cultivation,  enduring  all  the  privations  incident  to  such  a  life.  He 
attended  district  school  one  winter  only  during  this  period;  yet  in  the 
winter  of  tR6t-2  he  was  employed  .is  te-u  her  in  the  district  school  which 
he  had  attended  as  a  pupii.  This  is  one  of  the  severe  tests  of  a  boy's 
ability  and  diplomacy.  He  is  obliged  to  maintain  his  own  dignity  and 
self  control,  and  also  a  proper  discipline,  in  a  position  of  authority  over 
those  with  whom  he  has  been  associated  as  an  equal.    He  must  do  this 
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without  an  assumption  of  superiority  or  an  exhibition  of  pedantry.  At 
the  same  time  he  must  be  superior  in  his  bearing  toward  the  school  and 
his  ability  to  teach  his  late  play-fcllovvs.  Young  McGratii  was  successful. 
His  salary  of  eighteen  dollars  a  month  did  not  include  board,  according  to 
the  custom  of  earlier  times  when  the  teacher  "boarded  'round."  In  the 
spring  of  1 862  he  entered  Albion  College.  For  some  time  thereafter  his 
year  was  divided  into  three  part=,  one  of  which  was  spent  in  teaching  dis- 
trict school,  a  second  in  coUegc  and  a  third  in  the  harvest  field  and  other 
work  on  the  farm.  The  education  thus  acquired  was  certainly  more  varied 
and  probably  more  valuable  than  if  he  had  taken  the  college  course  con- 
tinuously. He  was  willing  to  make  the  sacrifices  and  able  to  overcome  the 
difficulties.  ITis  invincible  determination  and  unflagging  perseverance, 
which  formed  im  inconsiderable  portion  of  his  Smtch  inheritance,  and  the 
buoyajicy  o£  spirits  transmitted  through  his  Irish  lineage,  enabled  him  to 
surmount  difficulties  which  would  block  the  prc^ess  of  a  weaker  man.  In 
the  fall  of  1864  he  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan  and  remained  for  a  term.  The  next  spring  he  was  employed  in 
the  provo'.-l  marshars  office  nt  Detroit  and  <^pent  his  evening:'-  in  ri  business 
college,  in  July,  1865,  he  went  to  the  oil  iroi,,n?  of  iV  i.tisyl v.inia  and 
engaged  in  commercial  business,  which  was  pursued  over  iwo  years.  He 
then  returned  to  Ann  Arbor  and  completed  his  law  course  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1868.  During  the 
same  year  he  was  admitted  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  practice  in  the  courts 
of  Michifran.  In  December,  186^,  he  opened  an  office  in  Detroit  and 
began  the  practice  of  law,  and  succeeded  m  establishing  himself  firmly  and 
building  up  a  profitable  business  in  civil  cases.  He  has  taken  a  lively 
interest  in  political  campaigns  as  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party;  but 
has  not  given  much  time  to  public  office  other  than  such  offices  as  are 
intimately  related  to  his  profession  Aside  from  these  he  served  as  school 
inspcc:oi  lour  ve-irs  and  as  labor  commissioner  of  the  State  for  two  years. 
He  was,  appointed  to  the  latter  ofitice  by  Governor  Bcgole  immediately 
after  the  passage  of  the  law  creating  the  Labor  Bureau,  in  June,  i88j.  It 
was  therefore  his  duty  to  organise  the  bureau  and  make  it  operative  under 
the  statute.  July  i,  1887,  he  was  appointed  city  counsellor  of  Detroit 
and  ser\'ed  as  such  until  December  ^i,  }^r,o.  At  the  State  election  of 
that  year  he  was  chosen  Associate  Justice  ot  the  Supreme  Court,  io  fill  a 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Justice  Campbell.  After  three 
years  of  service  as  an  Associate  Justice  he  became  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Court,  January  i,  1894,  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  the  expiration  of 
his  term,  January  I,  1896.  On  retiring  from  the  Bench  he  returned  to 
Detroit,  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  in  which  he  is  now  actively  enj^af^ed. 
Referring  to  his  professional  work  and  judicial  record,  a  prominent  Detroit 
judge  sa3rs: 

"As  a  city  counsellor  he  made  a  thorough  study  of  the  laws  relating 
to  municipal  corporations.    He  was  a  very  able  and  successful  representa> 
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tive  of  the  city  in  that  important  and  responsible  position,  saving  the  city 
many  thousand  dollars  by  this  knowledge.  On  the  Bench  he  manifested 
the  same  habits  of  exhaustive  study;  the  same  force  and  vigorous  ability 
which  had  characterized  him  in  the  practice  of  law.  As  a  lawyer  and 
judge  he  was  distinguished  for  his  thorough  mastery  of  the  subject  and  for 
the  vigor  and  force  with  which  he  applied  his  leg;al  knowledge  to  the  facts 
of  a  particular  controversy.  His  opinions  on  tli  j  Bench  were  characterized 
by  groat  learning,  exhaustive  reyearcli.  clear  fiinii;_;ht  and  forceful  expres- 
sion. Many  of  the  important  opinions  rendered  by  the  Supreme  Court 
during  the  time  he  was  on  the  Bench  were  written  by  him.  As  a  citizen 
he  is  of  the  highest  character;  is  a  genial  companion,  and  an  interesting 
raconteur.  He  is  iti  frequent  request  as  a  public  speaker  on  political 
occasion.s  and  in  great  demand  at  Ma^oiic  meetings  throughout  the  state.** 
Judge  McGrath  has  been  as  successful  in  Masonry  as  in  law.  He  was 
made  a  Master  Mason  in  Union  Lodge  No.  3.  at  Detroit,  August  2,  1869. 
In  1876  he  was  elected  Master  of  Union  Lodge  and  served  two  years. 
The  position  of  Worshipful  Master  gave  him  membership  in  the  Grand 
Lods^e,  where  his  influence  was  soon  felt.  His  intense  love  of  M.:is<<nry, 
his  quick  perception  and  his  intuitive  grasp  of  Masonic  jurisprudence 
almost  immediately  secured  for  him  prominence  and  high  reputation  in 
that  body.  In  1878  he  was  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden,  in  1879  Senior 
Grand  Warden  and  in  1880  Grand  Master,  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons 
in  Michigan.  His  record  as  Grand  Master  is  not  excelled  by  that  of  any 
other  who  ever  held  the  position.  Since  his  retirement  from  the  office  he 
has  exercised  a  power  in  the  Grand  Lodge  that  is  almost  boundlcsji,  by 
reason  of  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  history  and  ritual  of  the  order, 
his  devotion  to  it  and  his  personal  popularity.  In  1889  he  prepared  a 
digest  on  Masonic  Law,  which  was  published  by  the  Grand  Lodge  the 
following  year.  He  was  exalted  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  1870  and  elected 
High  Priest  of  Peninsular  Chapter  in  1880.  He  is  a  member  of  Damascus 
Commandery  No.  42  K.  P.,  a  Thirty-second  degree  Scottish  Rite  Mason 
and  a  member  of  Michigan  Sovereign  Consistory,  at  Detroit.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  Moslem  Temple,  Detroit,  and  a  member 
of  several  other  societies.  He  was  married  June  15,  1878,  to  Miss  Lillian 
Walker,  daughter  of  Hon.  E.  C.  Walker,  of  Detroit.  His  family  consists 
of  three  girls  and  a  boy. 


FRED  A.  BAKER,  Detroit.  Fred  Abbott  Baker  was  born  on  a  farm  in 
the  township  of  Holly,  Oakland  county,  Michigan,  June  14,  1846,  and 

comes  of  a  lont'  line  of  New  England  ancestors.  Nicholas  Raker  was 
graduated  at  St.  John  s  College,  Cambridge  University,  England,  in  1632 
and  soon  after  joined  the  Puritan  exodus  from  England  to  America  which 
was  going  on  at  that  time.  Rev.  Peter  Hobart,  the  first  minister  of  Hing- 
ham,  Massachusetts,  was  also  a  Cambridge  graduate.  He  and  twenty-nine 
others  on  September  18,  1635,  drew  for  house-lots  in  Hingham,  and  Nich- 
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olas  Baker  and  his  brother  Nathaniel  drew  lots  at  the  foot  of  the  large 
mound  or  elevation  in  Hingham,  stiil  known  as  "Baker's  Hill."  Nathaniel 
Baker  remained  in  Hingham  until  his  death  in  1682.  He  was  one  of  the 
rate  payers  who  participated  in  168 1  in  building  the  Old  Meeting  House 
in  Hingham,  which  is  still  in  uue,  and  his  name  appears  in  its  first 
list  of  pew-holders.  Nicholas  Baker  removed  in  1644  or  164;  to  the 
adjoining  town  of  Hull,  where  he  lived  and  was  an  extensive  land  holder 
until  he  received  an  invitation  to  preach  at  Scituate,  a  nearby  town  in 
Pl)m»outh  Colony.  He  was  ordained  minister  of  Scituate  in  1660  and  he 
died  there  in  1678.  The  granite  block  placed  in  the  old  burying  ground 
in  Scituate  in  memory  of  the  first  ministers  of  thai  town  bears  the  name  of 
Nicholas  Baker,  who  is  described  by  Cotton  Mather  in  his  Ma^jnalia  Christi 
Americana  as  "so  good  a  logician  thai  he  could  oHer  up  to  God  a  reason- 
able service;  so  good  an  arithmetician  that  he  could  wisely  number  his 
days;  and  so  good  an  orator  that  he  persuaded  himself  to  be  a  christian." 
The  high  character  and  learning  of  those  who  served  as  ministers  at 
Scituate  at  thattinit  i-  hown  by  flu-  fr\v-t  that  two  of  Mr.  Baker's  prede- 
ccssor-s  there.  IIcn:y  l>iin-^tcr  and  Charles  Chauncey,  were  the  first  and 
second  presidents  of  iiarvard  College.  Samuel  Baker,  a  son  of  Nicholas 
Baker,  married  Fear  Robinson,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Robinson,  the  son  of 
the  apostle  of  the  Pilgrims,  John  Robinson,  the  Leyden  pastor,  and  Mar- 
garet Handford,  a  niece  of  Timothy  Hatherly,  the  London  merchant  who 
founded  Scituate,  and  who  sensed  Plymouth  Colony  for  years  as  one  of 
the  assistants  to  the  Governor.  Samuel  Baker  removed  to  ISarnstable  on 
Cape  Cod,  His  son  John,  after  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1732,  moved  to 
Scotland  township,  Windham  county,  Connecticut,  where  he  died  in"  1763. 
Three  generations  of  the  family  are  buried  in  the  old  Scotland  burying 
ground.  Adonijah  Baker,  a  great  gratulson  of  Jolm,  mo'.  ed  from  Con- 
necticut to  Berkshire  county.  Massachusett;^.  and  then  to  Greene  county, 
New  York,  living  at  Catskill,  Durham  and  Caro.  His  wife,  Betsey  Abbott, 
was  a  daughter  of  Col.  Samuel  Abbott,  of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  who  was 
colonel  of  the  20th  Connecticut  Regiment  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
In  1838  Adonijah  Baker  came  to  Michigan  and  the  following  year  settled 
in  the  township  of  Holly.  His  son  Francis  nrquin-d  an  adjoining  farm, 
and  was  a  much  respected  citizen  01  the  township  until  his  death  in  1887 
in  his  eighty-fourth  year.  l^  ranci.s  Baker  was  a  representative  in  the  State 
Legislature  in  1846,  and  for  more  than  thirty  years  he  was  the  leading 
justice  of  the  peace  of  his  township.  The  trial  of  causes  before  him,  arc 
among  the  earliest  recollections  of  his  son,  Fred  A.  Baker,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Young  Baker  nttt  nded  the  public  schools  of  Holly  and  in 
Flint,  and  in  1863  lu  was  a  nu  ruber  of  the  freshman  class  in  the  Michigan 
Ajjricultural  College  at  Lansing.  He  graduated  from  Eastman's  Business 
College,  Poughkeepsic,  New  York,  in  1864,  and  was  for  some  time  a  clerk 
and  bookkeeper  in  his  father's  general  country  store  in  the  village  of  Holly. 
He  enlisted  in  the  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  but  on  his  medical  examina- 
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tion  was  rejected,  bccau.se  of  a  hernia,  which  subseqm  lulxdisapptarcd.  In 
September,  1865,  he  entered  the  ofHcc  of  Col.  Sylvester  Larned,  of  Detroit, 
as  a  student  at  law,  and  June  14,  1867,  his  twenty- first  birthday,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  before  the  Oakland  Circuit,  the  examining  committee 
consisting  of  Michael  E.  Crofoot,  Mark  S.  Brewer  and  Wilh'am  B.  Jack 
son.  In  October.  !?<67.  he  accepted  the  prmition  of  chief  clerk  in  Colonel 
Lamed's  office  and  remained  there  for  three  years,  when  loss  of  health, 
due  to  overwork  and  excessive  study,  compelled  him  to  return  to  Holly. 
In  1872  he  returned  to  Detroit  and  forming  a  co-partnership  with  Edward 
Minock,  he  entered  on  a  successful  professional  career.  Mr.  Baker's  con- 
nection with  the  office  of  Colonel  Larned  had  given  htm  a  latter  practical 
expcrtence  at  the  Hnr  th;in  i«  enioyed  hy  most  young  lawyers.  Coh)nci 
Lamed  had  a  large  civil  and  criminal  bu.siness,  and  always  made  great  use  of 
the  young  men  of  industry  and  capacity  connected  with  him,  and  within  six 
years  after  he  was  admitted  Mr.  Baker  had  prepared,  argued  and  submitted 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  no  less  than  thirty-five  cases,  among 
them  such  leading  ones  as  Better  v.  Jacobs  (21  Mich.  215);  Don  Moran 
V.  Peoph'  (2^  Mtch.  356):  anH  Linghain  v.  EgCTle«ton  |-'7  Mich,  3''.4V 
Hi5  name  Erst  became  familiar  to  the  general  public  from  hiti  connection 
with  the  case  of  Park  Commissioners  v.  Common  Council  of  Detroit  (28 
Mich.  228),  involving  the  constitutionality  of  an  act  by  which  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  undertook  to  compel  the  City  of  Detroit  to  buy  a  park.  Ash- 
Icy  Pond,  William  A.  Moore  and  Henry  M.  Cheevcr  were  retained  by  the 
common  council  to  contest  the  validity  of  the  act,  which  hnd  received  the 
endorssement  of  such  eminent  members  of  the  Detroit  Har  as  Geo.  V.  N. 
Lothrop,  Theodore  Romeyn,  Charles  L  Walker  and  J.  Logan  Chipman. 
Mr.  Baker  had  publicly  and  fearlessly,  and  in  advance  of  everybody, 
at  I  11  1 'd  the  act  as  unconstitutional,  and  u  nder  the  .supervision  of  Ashley 
V<>nd  he  prepared  the  brief  which  aided  in  obtninin;^  from  the  court  a 
deci.sion  sustaintnt^  his  views.  The  Park  rase  ied  him  into  llu-  siudv  of 
constitutional  law,  and  the  law  of  mumcipal  corporations,  and  from  tiiat 
time  to  this  he  has  been  engaged  in  about  all  of  the  more  important  con- 
stitutional and  municipal  litigation  that  has  taken  place  in  this  city  and 
State.  His  partnership  with  Mr.  Minock  was  dissolved  at  the  end  of  two 
years.  His  only  other  partner  was  Hon.  William  G.  Thompson,  who,  on 
becoming  in  1877  one  of  the  executors  and  trustees  of  the  Hruslj  estate, 
withdrew  from  the  firm  and  from  practice.  Mr.  Baker  has  never  sought 
for  political  preferment,  but  while  in  Holly  he  served  one  term  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  village  council,  and  also  as  village  attorney.  In  1876  he  was 
elected  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  City  of  Detroit  in  the  State 
Legislature,  and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  In  January,  1878,  he  was  appointed  city  counsellor  of  the 
City  of  Detroit  and  held  the  office  for  three  years  and  a  half,  during  which 
time  he  had  charge  of  many  important  cases  for  the  city.  He  has  also 
served  the  city  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  but 
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resigned  because  the  position  took  too  much  of  his  time.  Mr.  Baker  has 
always  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  and  in  1896  was  ardent  and  enthusi- 
astic in  his  advocacy  of  the  free  coinage  of  silver,  a  subject  to  which  he 
has  given  considerable  attention  and  study.  August  4,  1896,  he  was 
chosen  chairman  of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Committee  in  place  of 
Elliot  G.  Stevenson,  resigned,  and  August  26,  1896,  he  was  unanimously 
elected  to  the  position  by  the  Democratic  State  Convention  at  Bay  City. 
He  was  instrumental  in  brinf^'injj  ahotit  the  fusion  of  the  Democratic  party 
with  the  i^eoplc's  party,  and  the  Union  Silver  party,  under  which  the  cam- 
paign of  1896  was  fought  in  Michigan.  Mr.  Baker  was  married  August 
8,  1867,  to  Miss  Josephine  Mary  Bissell.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Edward 
Bissell,  then  of  Holly,  and  Lucy  Bourgeatdit  Provencal,  a  descendant  of 
one  of  the  old  French  families  of  the  City  of  Detroit.  Mr.  and.  Mrs. 
Baker  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  Belle,  George  J.,  Frank  £.,  and 
May. 


CHARLES  D.  LONG,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Charles 

Dean  Long  wa"?  horn  in  Michigan,  at  Grand  Blanc.  Gene«;ee  coimty,  June 
14,  1841.  His  jtaronts,  both  of  them  native?  nt  Ni  w  England,  settled  in 
Micliigan  in  1840.  His  father  Peter  Long,  a  resident  of  Tewksbury,  Mas- 
sachusetts, before  coming  west,  was  descended  from  a  family  of  Longs 
whose  progenitor  emigrated  from  England  and  settled  in  the  territoty  of 
the  Bay  State  in  the  seventeenth  century.  His  mother's  family  for  sev- 
eral jjcnerations  were  Connecticut  people,  and  he  has  inherited  the  best 
elements  of  character,  popularly  attributed  to  the  sturdy,  honest  and 
thrifty  inhabitants  of  Colonial  i\cw  England.  He  was  a  dutiful  son,  indus- 
trious and  helpful  at  home,  assiduous  in  his  application  to  books  at  school. 
At  thirteen  he  left  his  native  village  and  entered  the  school  at  Flint,  in 
which  he  took  the  course  preparatory  to  admission  to  the  Freshman  class 
of  the  University  of  Michigan.  While  attending  this  school  he  supported 
himself  by  teaching,  which  he  began  before  reaching;  the  age  of  sixtee  n. 
This  fact  evidences  the  early  development  of  his  intellectual  powers  and 
also  his  capacity  for  self-government,  as  well  as  the  exercise  of  authority. 
He  taught  four  winter  schools  prior  to  the  war,  and  at  the  same  time  quali- 
fied himself  for  college.  When  the  rebellion  was  inaugurated  he  sacrificed 
on  the  altar  of  his  country  his  long  cherished  ambition  to  acquire  a  class- 
ical education.  A  glowing  patriotism  led  him  to  offer  his  services  in  behalf 
of  the  linion.  In  August,  1 86 1,  at  flic  a^h-  of  twenty,  he:  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Company  A,  Eighth  Michigan  infantry.  He  remained  in  the 
service  only  eight  months,  but  that  was  long  enough  to  seal  his  devotion 
to  the  cause  with  his  blood  and  with  physical  pain  from  which  there  is  no 
respite  while  consciousness  remains.  April  16,  1862,  he  received  two 
severe  wounds  in  the  battle  of  Wilmington  Island,  Georgia.    One  of  these 
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caused  the  loss  of  his  left  arm,  which  was  amputated  above  the  elbow;  the 
other  was  even  worse  in  the  enduring  character  of  the  suffering  it  occa- 
sioned. A  rifle  ball  penetrated  his  body  through  the  hip  and  lodged  in 
the  groin,  where  it  still  remains  imbedded.    The  wound  thus  occasioned 

has  never  healed.  It  requires  careful  dressing  eveiyday.  The  youn<^man 
was  not  only  di<;abled  for  active  military  ser\'ice,  but  also  incapacitated  tor 
earning  a  livelihood  by  tnanual  labor.  Upon  returning  home  he  at  oucc 
began  the  study  of  law  at  Flint.  In  1864,  by  the  partiality  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  clerk,  and  afterwards  was 
thrice  re-elected,  holding  the  office  four  terms.  This  afforded  the  coveted 
opportunity.  Tt  enabled  liim  to  devote  his  leisure  to  the  study  of  law  and 
at  the  same  time  acquire  the  practical  knowledge  of  court  proceedings,  the 
form  of  pleadings  anid  the  method  ol  conducting  litigation,  lie  was  ready 
for  practice  and  admitted  to  the  Bar  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  as 
clerk.  From  the  office  of  clerk  he  passed  to  that  of  prosecuting  attorney 
of  Genesee  county,  to  which  he  was  first  elected  in  1874  and  subsequently 
twice  re-elected,  holding  the  office  three  successive  terms,  aggregating  six 
year?..  Next  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  supervisors  of  the  National 
census  of  i8i^o  for  tlie  State  of  Michigan,  having  supervision  of  a  district 
comprising  thirty  counties,  in  which  were  placed  more  than  four  hundred 
enumerators.  Higher  honors  were  yet  in  store  for  him  in  the  line  of  his  pro- 
fession. When  the  Legislature,  in  its  discretion,  increased  the  number  of 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  five  and  extended  the  term,  he  was  elected 
Associate  Justice  in  the  spring  of  1887  for  the  term  of  ten  year".  His 
plurality  over  his  competitor,  Charles  H.  Camp,  of  Saginaw,  was  56,000. 
He  entered  upon  his  judicial  service  January  1,  1888.  His  work  on  the 
Bench  has  been  marked  by  a  singular  devotion  to  duty  and  surprising 
ability.  Taken  from  the  ranks  of  the  Bar  without  judicial  experience,  his 
past  afforded  no  adequate  criterion  by  which  to  estimate  his  fitness  for  the 
exacting  requirements  of  the  highest  State  Court.  His  friends  believed  in 
him,  and  the  event  has  rather  enlarged  their  confidence,  while  it  has  made 
the  profession  throughout  the  Stale  acquainted  with  the  qualities  and 
characteristics  of  his  mind,  which  the  smaller  circle  had  known  before. 
During  the  ten  years  immediately  prior  to  his  elevation  to  the  Bench,  he 
was  engaged  in  the  practice  in  partnership  with  George  R.  Gold.  The 
business  of  the  firm  comprised  eveni'  variety  of  civil  cases  known  to 
inland  practice  in  a  western  Slate.  It  was  very  large  and  vaiuabie,  not 
only  for  its  immediate  pecuniary  rewards,  but  also  as  a  means  ot  general 
and  special  education  in  the  law.  In  the  very  nature  of  things,  J  udge 
Long  has  been  distinctly  identified  with  politics.  The  misfortune  of  war 
was  not  without  influence  in  diawing  popular  attention  to  him  and  making 
him  the  child  of  fortune  in  politics.  From  the  close  of  the  war  until  his 
election  to  the  Supreme  Court  he  wsis  active,  earnest,  zealous  in  every  cam- 
paign to  promote  the  success  of  the  Republican  party.  In  addition  to  the 
offices  already  mentioned,  he  was  appointed  Judge  Advocate  by  Governor 
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Jerome,  with  the  rank  of  colonel  as  a  member  of  the  Governor's  staff. 
During  the  gubernatorial  administration  of  Russell  A.  Alger  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Stale  military  board  and  held  the  rank  of  colonel  on  the  Gov- 
ernor's staff.  Governor  Luce  appointed  him  one  of  the  coiniTUssioncrs  (or 
the  State  of  Michigan  to  attend  tiie  Centennial  Celebration  of  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  held  in  Philadelphia,  September, 
1887.  He  has  held  the  office  of  president  of  the  Detroit  College  of  Law 
since  its  first  organization.  The  college  is  prosperous,  graduating  thirty- 
seven  law  students  this  year.  Few  men  in  the  State  are  better  known  nnd 
none  has  wider  popularity.  He  has  resided  at  various  times  in  difierent 
parts  of  the  State,  and  ail  of  his  neighbors  speak  well  of  him.  Hti  m 
modest,  unassuming  and  unselfi.sh.  His  judicial  temperament  tends  to  the 
preservation  of  serenity  under  all  circumstances.  His  generosity  of  heart 
and  kindness  of  sentiment  endear  him  to  the  people  who  know  him ;  and 
these  qualities,  united  with  natural  talents,  liberal  knowledge  of  the  law , 
and  large  administrative  ability,  qualify  him  eminently  for  the  dispatch  of 
business  in  public  oihce  m  a  manner  which  commands  popular  approval. 
So  long  as  the  government  of  the  United  States  makes  provision  for  pen- 
sioning her  disabled  soldiers,  Judge  Long  will  receive  a  liberal  pension, 
with  the  approval  of  all  his  fellow-men  who  favor  justice ;  and  yet  a  ruling 
of  Commissioner  Lochren,  in  charge  of  the  Bureau  of  Pensions  in  1893, 
rendered  it  nere'^sary  to  appeal  to  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  in 
order  to  secure  what  In-  believed  to  be  his  ri^lu.^.  He  regarded  the  ruling 
unfair  and  tested  it  in  tiie  courts,  not  because  it  was  a  personal  wrong  or 
injury,  but  because  the  same  ruling  worked  hardship  to  comrades  who  need 
the  justice  and  generosity  of  the  Government  which  their  valor  and  sacri- 
fice preserved.  His  course  in  carrying  the  contest  through  the  courts  was 
heartily  approved  by  his  comrades  throughout  the  land.  The  case,  being 
ruled  upon  a  technicality,  will  be  further  prosecuted.  It  was  done  for  the 
sake  ot  humanity,  and  not  without  some  misgiving,  because  the  action  was 
necessarily  personal,  while  the  principle  involved  was  general.  His  own 
personality  received  whatever  of  obloquy  attended  the  transaction.  Judge 
Long  was  married,  December,  1863,  to  Miss  Alma  A.  Franklin.  From 
this  wedlock  three  children  were  born,  one  son  and  two  daughters,  all  of 
whom  are  well  married  and  happily  settled  in  life. 


CLAUDIUS  B.  GRANT,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Judge  Clau- 
dius B.  Grant  was  born  at  Lebanon,  York  county,  Maine,  October  25, 
1S35.  His  parents,  Joseph  Grant  and  Mary  Merrill,  were  of  Scotch  and 
English  descent.  They  were  unable  to  provide  (or  him  more  than  a  com- 
mon school  education,  but  he  aspired  to  something  higher.  Having 
decided  early  to  obtain  a  college  education  he  was  sufKciently  resourceful 
to  accomplish  his  purpose  without  financial  assistance.    Ambitious,  ener- 
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getic,  setf-reliant,  he  ]>r(  i);irc(l  for  cotlci^e  at  T.i-banon.  In  1 85 5  he  entered 
the  University  of  Michigan,  and  was  graduated  in  1 859  upon  completion 
of  the  classical  course.  For  the  next  three  years  he  was  employed  in  the 
high  school  at  Ann  Arbor.  The  first  year  he  filled  the  position  of  assist- 
ant teacher  of  classics;  the  next  two  years  he  was  principal  of  the  high 
school.  In  the  summer  of  1862  he  responded  to  the  call  of  President  Lin- 
coln for  more  volunteers,  resigned  his  position,  raised  a  company  assigned 
to  the  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry ,  and  was  commissioned  captain  of 
Company  D,  July  29,  1863.  Soon  afterwards  he  left  for  the  seat  of  war 
with  his  command.  November  21,  1863,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Twentieth  Regiment,  on  December  20,  1864,  was  promoted 
to  the  lieutenant  colonelcy,  and  on  the  same  day  was  commissioned  colo- 
nel. He  participated  with  his  regiment  in  the  numerous  en'^ii'/'ment'?  in 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississippi  ami  \  irc'inia,  including'  the  battle  of 
Horseshoe  Bend,  the^ sieges  of  Vicksburg  and  Jackson,  the  battles  of  Blue 
Springs  and  Campbell  Station,  the  siege  of  Knoxville,  the  defense  of  Fort 
Sanders,  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  Cold 
Harbor,  the  assault  upon  Petersburg,  June  17  and  18,  '64,  and  all  of  the 
operations  before  that  Confederate  stronghold.  The  day  following  the 
surrender  of  General  T.ee,  Colonel  Grant  resigned  hi?  command  and 
It  turned  to  Ann  Arbor  where  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  in  the 
University  of  Michigan.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  June,  1S66,  and 
began  the  practice  in  partnership  with  ex-Governor  Alpheus  Felch.  The 
same  year  he  was  elected  recorder  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  was  also  a  member 
of  the  board  of  education  of  that  city  for  four  years.  In  April,  1867,  he 
was?  appointed  postmaster  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  held  the  office  three  years. 
In  1870  he  \'.  a elected  a  incmbLt  (  1  the  Legislature  and  rc-clcctcd  in  1 872, 
serving  two  terms.  During  the  session  of  187 1  he  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  public  instruction.    In  1873  elected  speaker  pro 

tern,  and  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  ways  and  means.  In  1871  he 
was  elected  a  Regent  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  served  in  that 
capacity  eight  years.  In  1872  he  wa'^  appointed  by  President  Grant  alter- 
nate commissioner  for  the  State  of  Michigan  under  the  law  organizing  the 
Centennial  Commission,  and  served  until  the  close  ot  the  Exposition,  in 
1876.  In  1873  he  removed  from  Ann  Arbor  to  Houghton,  where  he 
formed  a  partnership  for  the  practice  of  law  with  Joseph  H.  Chandler.  In 
1876  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  for  Houghton  county  for  a  term 
of  two  years.  In  this  office  he  exhibited  those  high  qualities  which  have 
been  conspicuous  in  his  assumption  of  responsibilities  and  the  discharg^e  of 
public  trusts.  There  is  probably  no  official  position  whicll  demands  a 
higher  degree  of  courage  ami  integrity  than  the  oliice  of  prosecuting 
attorney.  A  weak  man  in  the  position  yields  to  the  temptations  which 
beset  him  on  every  hand.  A  dishonest  man  courts  the  ever-present  occa- 
sion to  grant  immunity  to  such  offenders  as  are  willing  to  pay  for  it.  Col- 
onel Grant  regarded  only  his  duty  to  the  public  and  the  obligations  of  his 
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official  oath.  He  was  strong  and  self-reliant,  conscientious  and  courage- 
ou«.  Ife  stood  for  the  enforcement  of  all  laws,  and  was  therefore  a  terror 
to  evil-doers.  In  l8«2,  upon  the  urganuation  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Judicial 
Circuit,  he  was  elected  Circuit  Judge,  and  in  1887  was  re-elected  by  an 
overwhelming  majority.  As  evidence  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held 
by  citizens  of  the  Upper  Peninsula  it  is  only  necessary  to  state  that  he  had 
not,  at  the  time  of  his  first  election,  become  a  resident  of  the  judicial  cir- 
cuit in  which  he  \va<=  rhc^en  judge.  He  became  a  pennanent  resident  of 
Marquette  in  18S6.  judge  Grant  has  always  taken  an  interest  in  politics 
and  been  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  In  February,  1889,  he 
was  nominated  for  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  by  the  State  convention 
of  that  party.  The  news  of  his  nomination  was  received  with  unbounded 
enthusiasm  in  thr  Nortluni  rcninsuln.  and  his  personal  popularity  was 
attested  by  tlu-  flatti  ring  \  ote  he  received  at  the  election  which  followed. 
Before  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  a  member  of  the  Court 
complimentary  banquets  were  tendered  him  both  at  Marquette  and  Sault 
Ste.  Marie.  His  record  on  the  Circuit  Bench  as  Judge  of  the  Thirty- 
fifth  Judicial  Circuit  had  given  him  a  reputation  as  wide  a^;  the  State. 
At  the  time  of  entering  upon  his  indicia!  duties  the  Circuit  had  unen- 
viable notoriety  for  violation  of  the  laws  regulating  the  liquor  traffic, 
and  the  existence  of  the  vilest  dens  of  prostitution.  He  publicly 
ins/ructed  the  sheriff  and  other  police  officers  that  it  was  their  duty 
to  institute  prosecutions  against  these  violators  of  the  laws.  He 
explained  to  saloonkeepers  the  h\w  regulatinrr  the  liquor  traffic,  and  in 
public  addre'sses  in  every  city  of  his  circuit  den. amlcd  the  enforcement  of 
the  law  and  that  otificers  should  perform  their  duiy  in  this  regard.  When 
he  left  the  Bench  no  district  in  the  State  had  a  better  reputation  for  the 
observance  of  law,  and  not  a  single  den  of  prostitution  existed  in  it.  His 
able,  fearless  and  conscientious  performance  of  his  duty  had  wrought  a 
remarkable  transformation,  so  that  the  district  had  become  one  of  the 
most  law-abidnig  and  resulted  in  a  great  decrease  of  crime.  It  is  this  rec- 
ord which  endeared  him  to  liic  best  people,  the  law-abiding  and  law- 
respecting  citizens  of  that  entire  section.  During  the  six  years  of  his 
service  upon  the  Supreme  Bsnch,  Judge  Grant  has  exhibited  the  ciu  iHties 
which  make  the  decisions  of  a  court  of  last  resort  respected  by  the  iaw- 
yers  and  the  masses.  Tie  has  been  careful  and  unremitting  in  his  investi- 
ga^ions  in  order  to  be  able  to  interpret  and  construe  statutes  correctly. 
The  desire  to  be  right,  always  uppermost,  is  strong  enough  to  impel 
whatever  labor  is  required  to  ascertain  the  right.  While  a  strong  parti- 
san he  is  able  to  be  impartial  in  his  judicial  opinions.  It  is  not  as  a 
judge  alone  that  he  has  acquired  such  a  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the 
people  of  the  State.  His  active  interest  as  a  citi/.cn  in  the  preservation  oi 
law  <ind  order  strengthens  the  bond.  He  i»  regarded  as  the  head  of  the 
Law  and  Order  League,  and  has  delivered  almost  one  hundred  addresses 
in  the  State  on  the  subject  of  the  proper  enforcement  of  law.  His  abilities 
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and  energies  have  uniformly  been  actively  employed  in  the  promotion  and 

conservation  of  the  forces  and  influences  in  society  which  conduce  to 
respect  for  law  and  order.  It  is  probable  no  man  in  Michigan  has  accom- 
plished more  in  this  direction  than  Judge  Grant.  He  was  married  June 
13,  1863,  to  Caroline  L.  Felch,  eldest  daughter  of  ex-Governor  Alpheus 
Felch,  of  Ann  Arbor.  Their  family  consists  of  four  daughters,  namely, 
Mary  Florence,  wife  of  James  Pendill,  of  Marquette;  Helen  T.,  Emma 
and  Virginia  C.  Grant.  The  family  is  connected  with  the  Episcopal 
Church. 


ROBERT  M.  MONTGOMERY,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Judge 
Robert  M.  Mont$Tomery'  was  born  in  Eaton  Rapids,  Michigan;  May  12, 
1849.  His  father,  Johnson  Montgomery,  was  a  native  of  New  Vork 
and  of  Irish  descent.  His  mother,  Elvira  Dudley,  was  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont and  of  New  England  ancestry.  The  family  settled  in  Eaton 
Rapids  as  pioneers,  in  1837.  Until  eighteen  years  of  age  Robert  attended 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  although  he  had  be^un  teaching  dur- 
ing the  winter  terms,  at  the  early  Fit^e  of  sixteen  and  continued  until  twenty- 
one.  He  never  matriculated  in  any  college  or  received  the  benefits  of  a 
classical  education.  .He  begun  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  F.  j. 
Russell  when  nineteen  years  of  age  and  remained  lyith  him  until  he 
attained  his  majority.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  July,  1870,  and 
immediately  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law  in  Pentwater,  where  he 
remained  .mtil  iS;;  .  lie  then  rcnioved  to  Grand  Rapid?  and  rc'iidcd 
there  until  the  law  required  his  residence  in  Lansing  as  a  Justice  of  ilic 
Supreme  Court.  The  offices  to  which  he  has  been  chosen  have  all  been  in 
the  line  of  his  profession.  While  a  resident  of  Pentwater  he  was  prosecut- 
ing attorney  of  Oceana  county  for  two  terms.  After  his  removal  to  Grand 
Rapids  he  wa*;  appointed  assistant  United  States  district  attorney',  a 
position  which  ti<  held  until  September,  j^iSl.  In  the  April  election  of 
that  year  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Seventeenth  Judicial  Qrcuit  and  was 
afterwards  re-elected  for  a  second  term.  In  1888  he  resigned  the  judicial 
office  and  resumed  private  practice  in  Grand  Rapids  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Montgomery  &  Bundy.  The  only  reason  for  leavmg  the  Circuit 
Bench  at  the  time  was  a  ftnancial  one.  The  practice  was  more  lucrative 
than  tlie  office.  His  duty  to  make  larger  provision  for  his  family  appeared 
to  be  paramount.  He  therefore  continued  as  a  member  of  the  firm 
mentioned  until  his  assumption  of  the  duties  of  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  the  spring  of  1891.  He  was  the  candi- 
date of  the  Republican  party  and  received  163,211  votes  to  148,271  for 
Judge  John  W.  Champlin,  Democrat.  14,144  for  A.  Dodge,  I'ri)hii)ition, 
and  9,260  for  O'Brien  J.  Atkinson,  i'opulist.  He  was  married  in  1873  to 
i  neodosia  Wadsworth  of  Pentwater.    Their  family  consists  of  two  sons, 
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aged  respectively,  twenty-one  and  eighteen  years  (1896).  Both  of  them  are 
still  in  school.  J  udge  Montgomery  was,  at  a  very  early  age,  elected  to  the 
Bench  of  Michigan's  highest  nisipriusCo\xrt,  after  a  brief  and  successful  career 
as  a  general  practitioner  and  prosecuting  attorney.  The  characteristics  of 
irn'nd  which  have  been  manifested  by  him  in  his  work,not  only  as  the  assistant 
United  States  attorney,  but  also  in  his  civil  practice;  his  candor  and  fair- 
ness, his  devotion  to  the  right,  his  unimpeachable  integrity  and  strength 
of  legal  judgment,  made  him  a  candidate  for  the  Circuit  J  udgcship,  without 
solicitation  on  his  part.  In  that  position  he  served  the  people  of  the 
State  for  seven  years.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  he  won  at  once  and 
maintained  while  on  the  Bench  the  universal  respect  of  the  Bar  and  liti- 
gants who  had  occasion  to  appear  before  him.  As  a  judge,  he  was 
exceedingly  painstaking.  On  any  doubtful  question  he  invariably  sup- 
plemented the  bnets  and  arguments  of  counsel  by  the  most  rigid  exami- 
nation of  the  law  of  the  case  before  him,  by  a  thorough  search  of  the 
authorities  and  in  the  light  of  his  own  reason.  He  was  prompt  in  his 
rulings  and  almost  uniformly  correct ;  while  he  was  careful  to  see  that  the 
merits  and  justice  of  the  case  should  neither  be  obscured  nor  d  ^  •  d  by 
nhjections  or  irregularities  that  were  closely  technical  and  technical  only, 
ilis  instructions  to  the  jury  were  usually  prepared  in  writin^r  and  with 
great  care.  The  old  files  of  his  law  office  today  disclose  hundreds  of 
such  charges,  many  of  which  are  very  valuable  and  useful  briefs  in  cases 
involving  the  questions  which  called  out  the  instructions.  Judge  Mont- 
gomery grew,  both  as  a  lawyer  and  a  judicial  officer,  during  his  whole 
experience  upon  the  Bench.  «o  that  when  he  stepped  down  from  the  office 
he  liad  fmriy  earned  the  respect  of  the  profession  and  \hv  public,  and  hi.s 
resignation  occasioned  a  genuine  regret  to  the  community,  if,  when  he 
returned  to  the  Bar,  any  of  his  associates  had  apprehensions  as  to  the  wis- 
dom of  his  course  it  was  not  because  they  doubted  his  legal  ability  or 
learning,  but  because  the  prevailing  impression  that  a  judicial  career  tends 
to  unfit  one  for  advocacy  and  active  practice  may  not  have  been  entirely 
absent  in  this  instance.  If  any  stich  imprc'^sion  e\-i';ted.  however,  it  was 
very  soon  dispelled.  He  returned  to  the  Bar,  ripened  and  broadened  by 
his  experience  on  the  Bench.  He  had  been  through  all  his  judicial  career 
a  student,  expending  energies  as  laboriously  upon  the  law  and  merits  of  a 
controversy  before  him  as  did  the  lawyers  employed  in  the  case.  With 
the  added  incentive  of  personal  relations  with  his  clients  and  a  desire  to 
prevail  in  estahlt^hin'^  what  he  deemed  to  be  their  riahts.  he  allowed  no 
interest  to  interfere  with  his  undivided  duty  as  an  advocate.  He  believed 
in  the  justness  of  a  cause  which  he  championed  and  his  habit  of  looking  at 
all  sides  of  a  question  or  controversy  made  him  unusually  safe  as  an  adviser 
and  unusually  fair  as  an  advocate.  He  was  stubborn  in  opinion,  without 
arrogance.  He  was  persistent  in  the  investigation  of  fact  or  law,  without 
the  fault  of  "working  a  case  to  death."  lie  was  never  guilty  of  over-try- 
ing a  case  or  uselessly  consuming  the  time  of  court,  jury  or  lit^ants. 
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Endowed  with  a  most  remarkable  memory  of  cases,  not  only  as  to  their 

titles  and  the  vohime  and  pn^/s  in  which  (hey  were  reported,  but  also  as  to 
the  exact  -joiiits  iTi\-olved  and  ciccitled,  lie  wa"?  unusually  expeditious  in 
preparing  his  authorities  and  intorining  the  court  thereon.  With  clients 
he  was  frank  and  firm.  His  opinions  on  the  merits  of  their  controversies 
were  never  doubtfully  expressed  to  them  and  at  the  same  time  he  was 
always  a  persistent  and  a  loyal  partisan  when  his  mind  was  made  up  on  the 
merits  of  a  con!rnver';y  and  the  lines  to  be  pursued.  He  had  not  the 
studied  or  superficial  graces  ol  an  orator;  liis  mind  was  not  markedly  gifted 
in  imagery  or  sentiment;  but  his  arguments  upon  questions  of  lati  were 
strongly  stated,  and  he  was  accustomed  to  dwell  upon  a  point  which  he 
desired  to  make  clear  until  he  felt  assured  that  the  jury  was  at  least  fully 
possessed  of  his  own  opinion.  His  work  as  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  must  be  jiidj^ed  by  its  expression  in  the  official  reports.  The  readers 
of  thi^  \  olLinic  are  generally  students  of  those  reports.  Ttiose  which  he 
has  written  are  marked  by  directness  and  perspicuity.  There  is  in  them 
no  extra  verbiage — ^no  surplusage.  He  makes  his  points  so  clear  that  a 
layman  can  understand  them,  and  the  reasoning  by  which  he  reaches  a 
conclusion  h  easily  followed.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  his  promotion  to 
the  Supreme  Bench  \va^  fully  merited  and  the  people  of  the  Stiite  have  not 
seen  cause  to  regret  the  elevation  to  its  highest  tribunal  of  so  able  and  so 
just  a  judge,  as  a  successor  of  Cooley  and  Campbell. 


FRANK  A.  HODKER,  Justice  of  the  SLipreiiie  Court.  Judge  Frank  A. 
Hooker  was  born  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  January  i6,  1S44.  His  father, 
James  Sedgewick  Hooker,  was  also  a  native  of  Hartford  county,  which 
indeed  has  been  the  home  of  the  family  for  two  and  a  half  centuries.  He 
is  a  lineal  descendant,  in  the  seventh  generation,  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker, 
the  founder  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  a  man  of  original  power  and 
resources,  who  is  credited  in  history  with  the  origination  of  the  doctruie 
that,  "governments  derive  their  ju^t  powers  from  the  consent  of  the 
governed."  This  theory  was  first  enunciated  in  his  sermons  when  a  con- 
stitution for  the  colony  of  Connecticut  was  under  consideration,  and  fouffd 
expression  in  that  instrument,  adopted  in  1639,  **f  which  he  was  the 
responsible  author  and  which  wa-^  the  fir;t  v/ritten  constitution  adopted  for 
an  Araciican  colony.  It  afforded  the  sound  legal  basis  for  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  It  has  been  recognised  in  all  of  the  existing  political 
institutions  of  the  United  States.  The  next  in  line  of  direct  descent  from 
this  ancestor  was  Rev.  Samuel  Hooker,  who  passed  his  life  in  the  vicinity 
of  Hartford;  whose  wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of  Capt.  Thoma.s  Witlett, 
the  first  mayor  of  New  York.  Samuel  and  Mary  Willett  Hooker  were 
the  progenitors  of  ail  the  living  descendants  of  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker, 
bearing  that  name.    Rev.  Samuel  Hooker  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  of 
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the  tlas^  of  i^>c  -^.  Following  thr  !fnr  of  (lc.si.cnl,  his  son,  Daniel,  a  phy- 
sician or  high  repulc,  graduated  from  Harvard  in  1700.  He  was  the  first 
tutor  uf  Yak  College  and  afterward  became  surgeon  of  the  expedition 
against  Canada  in  171 1;  his  grandson,  Daniel,  was  also  a  physician,  as 
were  his  great-grandson  Daniel,  and  his  great-great-grandson,  Nathaniel. 
The  last  named  was  the  grandfather  of  Judge  Hooker,  the  subject  of  this 
biography.  Judge  Hooker's  mother  was  Camilla  Porter,  a  native  nf  the 
Sutg  of  New  York,  who!»e  ancestors  lived  in  Connecticut;  who  was  related 
by  descent  to  the  Grants,  the  Fields  and  the  Porters,  all  well  known 
families  prominent  in  New  England.  On  his  father's  side  he  is  descended 
from  the  historic  families  of  Eg^teston,  Sedgcwick,  Stanley  and  Webster. 
When  he  wt;  twelve  years  of  age  he  came  west  with  his  parents,  who  set- 
tled his:  in  M;tumce,  Ohio,  nnd  removed  thence  soon  afterward  to  Defiance. 
At  the  latter  place  he  acquired  his  primary  education  in  the  public  schools. 
When  fourteen  years  old  he  learned  the  trade  of  brick  mason  and  enlarged 
his  education,  preliminary  to  that  in  the  law,  by  the  study  of  the  higher 
mathematics,  history  and  latin  under  the  tutelage  of  an  older  sister  who 
had  enjoyed  superior  educational  advantages  in  New  England.  He  worked 
at  his  trade  diuiiur  :hc  summer,  and  later  taught  country  schools  in  the 
winter.  In  1863  lie  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  UniverMty  of 
Michigan,  pui^ued  the  regular  course  and  was  graduated  in  the  spring  of 
1865.  During  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  the  States  of 
Mirhinan  and  Ohio,  at  Ann  Arbor  and  Bryan,  respectively.  He  first 
located  at  Bryan,  and  began  practice  in  partnership  with  John  A.  Simon, 
but  removed  to  Charlotte,  Michigan,  the  following  year,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  the  statute  was  enacted  which  requires  the  Judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  to  live  at  the  capital  of  the  State.  He  was  a  resident 
of  Charlotte  continuously  for  twenty-seven  years,  from  and  after  1866. 
While  engaged  in  law  practice  there  he  associated  with  him  in  partnership 
Mr.  J,  E.  C.  Hickock,  and  prepared  abst-.u  t  records  of  the  county. 
Subsequently  he  was  head  of  the  firm  of  Hooker  &  DeGrafif.  He  was  a 
successful  practitioner  and  regarded  with  much  favor,  both  as  a  counsellor 
and  trial  lawyer.  During  the  period  of  bis  greatest  prestige  at  the  Bar  of 
Eaton  county  he  met  in  the  forum  some  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  the  State. 
He  was  a  student  from  habit,  thoroughly  versed  in  the  principles  of  the 
law  and  their  application  or  construction  by  tin  ijipc'llate  courts  of  the 
country.  He  was  accu&tomed  to  read  the  reports,  and  current  discussions 
in  law  publications,  so  as  to  keep  fully  abreast  of  the  progress  In  the  pro- 
fession. He  prepared  his  cases  after  careful  study  and  ample  research,  and 
tried  them  with  rare  tact  and  ability.  He  was  always  deferential  to  the  J  udgc 
on  the  Bench,  .'is  thr  interpreter  of  the  law,  and  treated  him  with  unfailing 
courtp'^y.  1 1 r  w.Ls  nmally  regardful  of  the  rights  of  attorneys  practising 
at  the  same  Bar  and  never  treated  with  discourtesy  a  lawyer  employed  on 
the  opposite  side  in  the  trial  of  a  cause.  His  course  at  the  Bar  was  such 
as  to  command  the  approval  of  the  court  and  the  respect  of  his  profes- 
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sional  brethren.  His  integrity  was  conceded ;  his  force  of  character  and 
ability  never  questioned  by  one  opposed  to  him  in  a  controversy.  Judge 
Hooker  has  always  been  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  has  not  at  any  time 

been  liable  to  the  charge  of  pernicious  activity.  The  first  oflRcc  which  he 
held  wns  that  of  -upenntcndent  of  schools  of  Eaton  county.  Afterwards 
iie  was  prosecuting  attorney  two  terms,  from  1873  to  i^?7'  In  1878  he 
was  appointed  Judge  of  the  Fifth  Judicial  Circuit,  by  Governor  Croswell. 
He  was  afterwards  elected  and  re-elected,  serving  as  Circuit  Judge  until 
he  resigned  to  accept  the  higher  position  of  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
He  was  elected  first  to  fill-  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
Chief  Justice  Morse,  receiving 2? 3, 139  votes,  to  222,973  cast  for  his  com- 
petitor, Wi  liani  Newton,  the  1  Jornocratic-Fopulist  candidate.  At  the 
same  election  tiie  I'roliibition  candidate  received  30,820  votes.  In  April, 
1893,  he  was  re-elected  for  the  full  term,  which  expires  December  31,  1 903. 
The  candidate  against  him  in  this  last  election  was  Judge  George  H. 
Durand,  of  Flint.  During  his  service  of  fifteen  years  on  the  Circuit 
Bench,  Judge  Hooker  presided  at  some  trials  of  great  importance,  both 
criminal  and  civil,  and  made  a  reputation  for  justice,  conscientiousness  and 
impartiality.  Among  them  were  upwards  of  twenty  cases  of  homicide. 
The  murder  cases  of  Carveth,  Canfield  and  Barnard,  and  the  notorious 
Pugeley  case,  and  the  protracted  Perrin-Sibley  litigation  were  among  the 
most  important  in  the  annals  of  Michigan  jurisprudence.  His  influence 
over  juries  was  unusual,  and  while  able  to  conceal  his  opinions  of  the 
in<^rits  of  the  case  he  was  able  to  impress  them  v/ith  the  naturr  and 
!nij)ijtf  rincc  of  their  duty  to  the  parties  litigant  and  the  public,  so  that  tliey 
rarely  wandered  from  the  questions  at  issue,  or  failed  to  reach  just  ver- 
dicts. The  circuit  in  which  he  presided  is  the  most  populous  in  the  State 
of  any  having  a  single  judge,  but  his  industry  and  executive  ability 
enabled  him  to  dispose  of  the  business  with  promptness  and  satisfaction, 
both  to  attorneys  and  litigants.  H<.-  possesses  certain  mental  traits  that 
are  most  admtrable  in  a  judge — eqiiahilit y  of  temper,  acnfe  perception  and 
a  disposition  to  be  perfectly  fair;  a  mind  trained  to  habits  of  thought; 
large  powers  of  concentration  and  penetration,  exceptional  capacity  for 
hard  work.  These  characteristics,  sustained  by  incorruptible  integrity 
and  supplemented  by  that  indefinable  qnaiity  which  passes  current  under 
the  name  of  judicial  temper,  gave  him  high  reputation  as  a  Circuit  Judge. 
His  breadth  of  view,  victor  of  intellect,  discriminating  discernment  of  the 
res  £;cs(a  and  ilm  rts  adjudicata  in  a  case  arc  am  on  cf  his  important  quali- 
fications for  the  duties  of  a  justice  of  the  Supreme  t,ourt.  His  general 
competency,  his  power  of  endurance  in  the  investigation  of  the  abstract 
questions  of  law,  or  reviewing  the  procedure  of  a  lower  court,  and  his 
sound  judgment,  complete  the  symmetry  and  i^ive  him  rank  as  one  of  the 
very  able  jurist?  of  the  State.  Judge  Hooker  was  married  Auc^nst  5, 
1868,  to  Miss  Rrnm  i  I',.  Carter,  daughter  of  Hon.  William  Carter,  of 
Defiance.  Their  family  consists  of  two  sons,  Harry  ii.  Hooker,  a  lawyer, 
of  Lansing,  and  Dr.  Charles  E.  Hooker,  of  Grand  Rapids. 
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JOSEPH  B.  MOORE,  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Judge  Joseph  B. 
Moore  was  born  in  Oakland  county,  Michigan,  November  3,  1845.  He 
attended  the  district  schools  and  aspired  to  acquire  a  thorough  classical 
education.    After  due  preparation  he  was  admitted  to  Hillsdale  College 

and  was  a  member  of  the  class  of  1869.  Through  stress  of  poverty,  h<w- 
cver,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  college  in  1868,  a  year  before  graduation. 
He  had  already  chosen  the  profession  of  law  and  his  entire  self«dependence 
required  that  he  should  qualify  himself  to  earn  his  living  at  the  practice  as 
early  as  possible.  After  leaving  Hillsdale  he  attended  the  Law  School  at 
the  University  of  Michigan  for  one  year.  In  1869  he  removed  to  Lapeer 
and,  havinpf  bcfn  admitted  fn  thf  Bar,  eiilered  upon  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  profes-^icm.  Tlic  year  toUou  in^  lie  was  elected  Circuit  Court  Com- 
missioner and  held  the  office  two  years.  In  1872  he  was  elected  prosecut- 
ing attorney  of  Lapeer  county  and  re-elected  in  1874,  serving  four  years. 
About  this  time  he  was  also  elected  mayor  of  the  city  of  Lapeer  by  the 
largest  majority  ever  given  to  any  man  for  the  office.  It  was  his  desire 
and  his  purpose  to  devote  himself  exclusively  to  th<>  prricticr  of  law.  hut  it 
was  not  easy  fo  ka  p  his  ic-'olitrion  in  thr  iacr  ot  a  deruaud  made  by  his 
political  party  and  supported  by  a  majority  ot  the  people.  He  did,  how- 
ever, decline  a  nomination  to  the  office  of  State  Senator  tendered  by  the 
Republican  party  in  1876.  A  nomination  to  the  same  office  was  pressed 
upon  him  in  1878  with  such  earnestness  that  he  accepted  and  was  elected. 
He  discharged  the  dntie-^  nf  ]ei;i-;lator  with  entire  acceptability  to  his  con- 
stttiiciit  ^,  but  firmly  declined  a  :Liii:iinination.  He  had  decided  irrevocably 
to  employ  all  o£  his  enei^ies  and  abilities  in  his  profei>j>ion.  Hia  reputa- 
tion as  a  lawyer  received  numerous  and  high  encomiums  for  his  conduct  of 
the  defense  in  the  famous  Bernard-Curtis  murder  trial,  where  he  success- 
fully defended  Mrs.  Bernard,  a  wealthy  woman  of  Grand  Rapids.  He 
was  equally  successful  in  civil  cases  of  importance  and  e-^tablishcd  himsdf 
as  a  practitioner  nf  reputation  second  to  none  in  the  county,  within  ten 
yearb  after  his  admission  to  the  Bar.  In  1887  he  w.a}<  elected  Judge  of  the 
Sixth  Judicial  Circuit.  It  is  in  the  capacity  of  judge  that  he  has  gained 
most  renown  and  made  a  reputation  coextensive  with  the  State.  As  judge 
of  this  important  court  he  exhibited  both  legal  and  executive  abilities  of  a 
high  order.  His  capacity  for  work  and  his  energies  well  directed  enabled 
him  to  dispose  of  a  very  large  number  of  cases.  His  comprchetisioti  of 
the  law  and  his  aptness  in  applying  it  to  the  consideration  of  each  case 
enabled  him  to  decide  them  correctly.  During  a  service  of  eight  years  in 
that  office  he  heard  and  disposed  of  four  hundred  and  seventy  criminal 
cases  and  fifteen  hundred  civil  actions.  All  of  these  were  so  carefully  con- 
sidered and  so  justly  determined  that  of  the  number  appealed  only  two  of 
the  criminal  and  thirteen  of  thr  civil  cases  were  reversed  by  the  5>iipreme 
(Tourt:.  This  record  probably  lias  few  parallels,  if  any.  in  the  history  of 
jurisprudence  in  the  State  of  Michigan.    It  proves  that  Judge  Moore  is 
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possessed  of  an  analytical  mind  and  acute  discrimination;  that  he  is 
thoroughly  versed  in  the  law  and  has  a  keen  sense  of  justice;  that  his  judi- 
cial investigations  are  pursued  with  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  truth  and 
justice ;  that  he  is  guided  and  dominated  by  an  integrity  of  mind  and 
character  which  cannot  be  swerv'ed  from  a  line  of  rectitude.  His  posses 
sion  of  the  quaHties  which  are  mo«t  desired  in  n  iud|;'f"  was  recognized 
generally  by  the  Bar  and  the  public.  His  woriliiness,  for  promotion,  both 
as  to  legal  qualifications  and  personal  qualities,  caused  his  nomination  in 
the  spring  of  1895  as  the  Republican  candidate  for  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  He  was  elected  by  the  largest  majority  ever  given  a  candidate  for 
that  office.  He  resigned  the  office  of  Circuit  Judge  to  accept  a  seat  upon 
the  Supreme  Bench,  January  !,  i«o^.  H**  i«  yet  comparatively  new  to 
the  duties  of  this  high  and  responsible  office.  His  record  a<;  judge  of  the 
highest  nisi  prius  Court,  however,  forms  a  .substantial  basis  for  the  predic- 
tion that  his  career  upon  the  Supreme  Bench  will  be  entirely  honorable  to 
himself  and  useful  to  the  State.  It  remains  only  to  refer  briefly  to  Judge 
Moore's  family  history.  His  father,  Jacob  J.  Moore,  born  in  New  Jersey, 
is  still  living.  His  mother,  Hapsebeth  Gillett  Moore,  was  born  in 
Allegany  county,  New  York,  and  died  in  1893.  His  ancestry  on  both 
sides  came  to  this  country  very  early  in.  its  history.  He  married  in 
December,  1872,  Etta  L.  Bently,  the  younger  of  the  two  daughters  of 
Joseph  and  Julia  Bently.  There  are  no  children  the  issue  of  the  marriage. 
Judge  and  Mrs.  Moore  have  traveled  extensively  in  this  country  and  in 
Europe.  They  have  assisted  a  number  of  young  people  in  their  studies 
and  college  careers. 


CHARLES  C.  HOPKINS,  Lansing.  Charles  Clark  Hopkins,  the  son  of 
Erastus  and  Climene  (Clark)  Hopkins,  was  bom  in  the  township  of  White 
Lake,  Oakland  county,  Michi^^an,  April  4,  1849.  His  ancestor??  were 
among  the  earliest  scttkT<=  in  ( unnccticut,  cominij  froTn  Coventry,  England. 
The  family,  according  to  Burke,  was  of  established  antiquity  and  eminence, 
enjoyed  for  a  long  series  of  years  Parliamentary  rank,  served  a  succession 
of  monarchs,  and  acquired  civil  and  military  distinction.  They  were 
prominent  in  the  affairs  of  Coventry'  in  the  latter  part  of  the  sixteenth 
ccnlur\ ,  one  William  Hopkins,  Jr.,  having  been  mayor  in  1564.  He  had 
two  brothers,  Richard  and  Nichola's,  both  sheriffs  of  the  same  town,  in 
1 5  54  and  1561  respectively.  Richard  had  two  sons,  Sampson  his  heir,  and 
William,  proprietor  of  the  lordship  of  Shortlcy.  Sampson  was  mayor  in 
1609.  He  had  three  sons,  Sir  Richard,  Sir  William,  and  Sampson,  the 
latter  being  mayor  of  Coventry  in  1640.  The  eldest  became  eminent  at 
the  Bar,  attained  the  rank  of  Sergeant  at  Law,  was  Steward  of  Coventry, 
and  represented  the  city  in  Parliament  at  the  Restoration.  Their  estates 
by  intermarriage  passed  to  General  Northey  in  1799,  and  he  assumed  the 
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surname  and  arms  of  Hopkins  upon  inheriting  the  estate  of  his  maternal 
ancestor,  and  was  known  as  Northey-Hopkin?  of  Ovin»T  House.  The  early 
Hopkmses  of  Connecticut  are  of  this  family.  John  Hopkins  the  progenitor 
of  the  Connecticut  line — from  whom  Charles  C.  Hopkins  is  descended  — 
came  to  this  country  in  1634  and  settled  first  in  Cambridge.  About  that 
time  the  increasing  number  of  colonists  suggested  the  formation  of  new 
settlements  further  westward,  and  as  a  restilt  Hartford  Colony  was  estab- 
lished, and  in  the  colnnial  records  John.  Hojikins  is  spoken  of  as  the 
original  owner  of  the  lands  then  settled.  The  line  of  genealogical  pro- 
gression from  John  Hopkins  to  Erastus,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  as  follows:  John  Hopkins  who  was  made  a  freeman  of  Cam> 
bridge,  March  4,  1635  ved  to  Hartford  the  same  year  and  died  in 
l6t;4  !eavincr  a  widow  and  two  children,  one  of  u  liom,  Stephen,  born  in 
1534,  mariicfi  E)>>rcas,  a  daughter  of  John  Bronson.  Ik  died  in  October, 
l6Bg,  leaving  six  children.  His  eldest  son  John  had  eight  children,  one  of 
whom,  Samuel,  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  in  1718  and  for  some  time  a  min- 
ister of  West  Springfield,  Massachusetts.  Another  son,  Timothy,  was  the 
father  of  Samuel  Hopl  i  the  celebrated  divine  who  foundi d  I'u-  Hopkin- 
sian  School,  and  was  the  author  of  several  w  ell-known  works,  and  a  promi- 
nent character  in  Mrs.  Stowe's  Minister's  Wooing. "  President  Mark 
Hopkins  of  Williams  Collie  was  of  the  same  family.  Another  son 
was  Consider,  who  died  in  1726  leaving  a  family  of  five  children.  One  of 
the  sons.  Consider  Jr.,  was  born  in  West  Hartford,  June,  1723,  served  in 
the  Continental  Army,  and  died  in  Saratoga  county.  New  York,  in  1795. 
He  was  the  father  of  Mark  Hopkins,  the  f;frandfather  of  Charles  C.  Three 
uncles  of  Mark  Hopkins  were  in  .the  Continental  Army.  One  was  cap- 
tured by  the  British  and  was  starved  to  death  on  the  "  Jersey  Prison  Ship  '* 
in  New  York  Harbor,  and  another  was  killed  by  Tory  **  Cow  Boys  "  while 
h  ime  e.ii  a  furlough.  Erastus  Hopkins  was  bom  in  Paris,  Oneida  county. 
New  York,  Aug.  16,  .  1 804,  and  moved  with  his  family  from  Steuben  county 
to  Oakland  rnuiiiy.  Michigan,  in  the  fall  of  1834,  goiniy  tn  an  emigrant 
w^on  the  whole  distance.  He  cleared  a  farm  in  the  wilderness  and  lived 
to  see  the  entire  country  around  settled,  remaining  upon  the  farm  until  his 
death  in  1876,  his  wife  having  died  in  November,  1864.  Three  of  his  sons 
were  in  the  Union  Army  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  one  Dan  G.,  being 
mortally  wounded  at  the  battle  of  South  Moimtain,  Maryland.  Charles 
C.  remained  on  t:u.  farm  until  1867  when  he  entered  the  State  Normal 
School,  spending  a  portion  of  his  time  on  the  farm  and  teaching.  He 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1872  and  was  at  once  offered  and  accepted  the 
principalship  of  the  union  school  at  Rockland,  Michigan,  remaining  two 
years — spending  the  summer  vacation  of  1873  in  surveying  a  section  of 
the  IL  S.  Military  I^oad  from  Fort  Howard.  Green  Bay,  to  Fort  Wilkins, 
(.(ppper  Harbor.  In  tiie  fall  of  [874  Mr.  Hopkins  entered  the  Law 
Department  ot  ihc  University  of  Michigan,  graduating  therefrom  in  1S76. 
During  the  Legislative  Session  of  1875  Mr.  Hopkins  was  clerk  of  the 
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House  Judiciary  committee  and  in  18^7  of  the  Senate  Judiciary-  committee. 
In  1879  and  1881  he  was  assistant  secretary  of  the  State  Senate.  He  was 
admitted  to  tJie  Bar  in  1876  and  practised  his  prolession  in  Detroit  iinti! 
January,  1882,  when  the  Supreme  Court  having  been  empowered,  by  the 
adoption  of  a  constitutional  amendment,  to  appoint  its  own  clerk,  Mr. 
Hopkins  was  appointed  to  the  position  now  occupied  by  him.  During  the 
fourteen  years  and  upwards  that  he  h  is  been  clerk  the  work  of  the  court 
has  greatly  increased  and  Mr.  Hopkins  has  given  the  business  of  his  office 
his  entire  time  and  attention.  The  work  is  laborious  and  trying.  It 
requires  an  aptitude  for  forms,  but  during  all  the  years  the  journal  of  the 
court  shows  great  care  and  skill  in  the  preparation  and  entry  of  judgments, 
decrees  and  orders,  so  that  he  has  earned  and  holds  the  entire  confidence 
of  the  Court  in  all  the  manifold  duties  of  his  office.  By  the  Bar  of  the 
State  he  is  rej^ardcd  as  a  mode!  clerk.  He  is  always  prompt  to  answer 
inquiries,  and  always  correct  in  the  draft  of  orders  required  to  be  made. 
He  is  genial  and  kind  to  every  person  Mrith  whom  he  comes  in  contact ;  is 
generous  and  loyal  in  his  friendships,  and  is  greatly  loved  in  his  home  city 
as  well  as  by  his  numerous  acquaintances  throughout  the  State.  In  his 
appointment  the  Court  made  no  mistake.  He  has  without  doubt  a  more 
extensive  acquaintance  atTion>?  the  members  of  the  legal  fraternity  than  any 
other  person  in  the  Stale.  Mr.  Hopkins  was  married  in  1880,  and  has  a 
wife  and  three  children. 


EDWARD  D.  KINNE,  Ann  Arbor.  Judge  Kmn.  wa-  born  at  DeWitt 
Center,  near  Syracuse,  New  York,  February  9,  ii>42,  the  youngest  child 
in  a  family  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  His  parents  were  natives  of 
New  York  State  and  of  English  descent.  His  mother  was  Rachel  C. 
Wetherby.  His  father,  Julius  C.  Kinne,  who  died  in  1855,  was  a  farmer, 
a  stronc^  man  and  a  member  of  the  N<  u  York  Legislature  «evera!  times. 
He  attended  the  district  school  Lintil  fifteeii,  and  was  prepan  d  I'oi  c*)ll(-i4c 
in  the  Academy  at  Cazenovia.  In  i  boo  he  entered  the  University  ot 
Michigan  as  a  student  and  was  graduated  in  1864.  After  that  he  went  to 
Washington  and  became  a  student  of  law  in  the  Columbia  Law  School, 
while  he  performed  clerical  duties  under  appoint  num  in  the  diplomatic 
division  of  the  Treasury  Departini  nt.  Ili-  lieKl  tlu-  clerkship  three  vears, 
was  graduated  from  the  law  .school  and  was  adniitlcd  to  the  Bar  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Soon  afterwards  he  settled  in  Ann  Arbor  for 
practice  and  has  retained  his  residence  there  continuously.  His  only 
partnership  in  the  law  was  formed  with  Hon.  Olney  Hawkins,  and  it  was 
terminated  in  1869.  The  same  year  he  was  elected  city  recorder  and  held 
the  office  two  terms.  In  1 87 1  he  was  chosen  city  attorney  and  held  that 
position  three  terms.  He  was  elected  mayor  of  Ann  Arbor  in  1876,  and 
re-elected.    In  1879  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  as  a  Republican. 


BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  MICHIGAK. 


395 


In  1887  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republican  convention  for  Circuit 
Judge,  and  elected  by  a  majority  of  more  than  two  thousand,  although  the 
counties  ol  Monroe  and  Washtenaw,  comprising  the  circuit,  were  both 
strongly  Democratic.  His  popularity  was  not  impaired  by  a  service  of  six 
years  on  the  Bench.  He  was  re-elected  in  1893  by  a  large  majority,  spite 
of  the  incA  that  a  very  determined  effort  was  mnde  by  the  politicians  of 
the  opposing  party  to  compass  his  defeat.  His  legal  and  scholastic  attain- 
ments were  excellent  when  he  was  hrst  elected  to  the  Bench.  A  general 
practice  of  sixteen  years  had  developed  his  qualities  and  established  his 
reputation  as  a  lawyer.  His  complimentary  vote,  three  thousand  larger 
than  that  cast  for  his  party's  ticket,  may  be  accepted  as  the  public  esti- 
mate of  his  character  and  abilities  by  the  commnnitv  i"i  ^vhich  he  had 
lived  and  })i\icti-.t:d  law.  His  record  on  tht:  Hench  h.L-,  in-ri:  -iich  as  to 
command  ihe  admiration  ol  the  Bar,  the  confidence  ot  litigants  and  the 
approval  of  the  public.  He  has  always  been  a  student,  not  only  of  the 
law,  but  of  the  sciences  and  of  politics  and  history.  His  growth  has, 
therefore,  been  continuous.  He  has  breadth  of  vision  and  depth  of 
thoiij^ht.  On  the  Bench  he  has  never  manifested  the  slightest  taint  of 
partisansliip.  His  treatment  of  the  Bar,  his  rulings  in  a  case,  his  jury 
charges,  all  attest  that  he  possesses  the  judicial  temperament  to  a  very 
marked  degree.  He  has  not  betrayed  any  narrowness  or  any  disposition 
to  regard  mere  technicalities  as  all-important.  He  is  able  to  comprehend 
legal  principles  and  apply  them  in  the  determination  of  a  question  or  a 
case.  TTp  he^rs  patiently  the  at^ument  of  counsel  and  decides  after  due 
deliberation,  thus  evidencing  his  regard  for  the  rights  of  parties,  the 
courtesy  due  attorneys,  and  the  desire  to  be  correct  in  his  rulings.  His 
demeanor  on  the  bench  impresses  every  one  favorably.  There  is  no 
exhibition  of  haste  or  impatience;  no  appearance  of  a  desire  to  be  auto- 
cratic, or  to  exercise  judicial  authority  as  a  prerogative  and  to  a  degree 
that  savor=  of  oppression.  He  i"?  ca''n< -^t.  thoughtful,  conscientious,  im- 
pressed with  the  gravity  of  the  functions  of  a  court  and  the  powers  of  a 
judge.  His  freedom  from  bias  or  prejudice,  his  sedulous  application  in 
order  to  arrive  at  correct  conclusions,  evidence  his  conviction  that  justice 
is  the  end  of  courts  of  law.  He  had  the  united  and  hearty  support  of  the 
Bar  of  his  Circuit  for  the  nomination  for  Justice  of  the  Suprcmp  Court  in 
1895.  His  qualifications  for  the  position  art-  uiuioulitcd,  and  he  is 
eminently  worthy  of  the  honor.  Judge  Kinne  was  married  in  1867  to 
Miss  Mary  C.  Hawkins,  daughter  of  Olney  Hawkins,  who  was  leader  of 
the  Ann  Arbor  Bar  for  many  years.  She  died  in  1882,  leaving  a  son  and 
a  daughter.  The  son,  Samuel  D.,  was  graduated  from  the  Literary  and 
T.aw  Departments  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  b'_:t,  instead  of  devoting 
himself  to  the  law,  settled  in  Colorado  and  Liiij;aL;Ld  in  the  mining  business. 
The  daughter,  Mary  W.,  is  a  student  in  ir'acker  Institute,  New  York.  He 
was  married  a  second  time  in  1884  to  Mrs.  Florence  S.  Kelly  (nee  Jewett), 
of  Ann  Arbor. 
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HIRAM  j.  BKAKES,  late  of  Ann  Arbor.  Judge  Hiram  J.  Heakcs  was 
born  in  Middletown,  New  York,  September  6,  1S27.  He  studied  law  with 
Clark  &  Rapello,  the  latter  of  whom  was  for  many  years  a  Justice  of  the 
New  York  Court  of  Appeals.    In  1851  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  The 

same  vear  he  removed  to  Ann  Arbor  and  bet^nn  the  practice  of  law  .  In 
1854  he  was  elected  Circuit  Court  Commissioner,  in  iS^)^  a  mt-niher  of  the 
State  Legislature,  and  ni  ii^64  he  was  elected  judge  of  probate  ot  Washte- 
naw county,  to  which  position  he  was  re-elected  in  t868.  In  1873  he 
was  elected  mayor  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  the  next  year  was  re-elected  to  that 
position.  In  1880  he  was  nominated  for  Presidential  elector  on  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket.  For  .some  yenrs  he  was  the  acknowltdr^t  cl  head  of  the 
Washtenaw  Bar.  In  1875  he  opc  ru  d  a  law  oflFice  in  Detroit  with  Hon. 
Sullivan  M.  Cutcheou,  under  the  firm  name  of  Beakcs  Sc  Cutcheon,  shortly 
changed  to  Beakes,  Cutcheon  &  Stillwagen.  He  continued,  however,  to 
retain  a  good  part  of  his  Ann  Arbor  clientage,  still  making  his  home  in 
that  city.  The  new  Detroit  firm  had  built  up  a  large  practice  at  the  time 
of  Judge  Benkt  s  death .  which  occurred  May  t8,  1882,  in  the  prime  of 
his  life  and  nsefulness.  )udg^e  Beaked  possessed  fine  legal  attainments 
and  in  point  of  ability  a-,  a  lawyer  ranked  among  the  first  in  the  State.  He 
delighted  in  tracing  legal  propositions  back  to  their  beginning  and  was  a  great 
student  of  English  as  well  as  American  law.  In  their  resolutions,  the 
Detroit  Bar  spoke  of  him  as  one  of  its  most  eminent  members,  stating  that 
they  were  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  who>,e  high  pn  ilessional 
attainments,  pure  cliaractcr  and  strenuous  mdustry  won  for  him  distinction 
and  success  in  his  profession  and  eminence  and  usefulness  in  the  various 
stations  of  civil  life  to  which  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  had  called 
him.  Judge  E.  D.  Kinne  in  addressing  the  Washtenaw  Bar  said:  "There 
is  no  commendation  or  praise  but  what  our  departed  brother  is  entitled 
to.  He  was  a  man  of  broad  and  liberal  culture,  of  fine  literary  talents.  A 
nie.rc  delightful  gentleman  was  never  met  in  the  home  circle.  Judge 
l^cakes  never  failed  to  give  information  to  those  seeking  it  from  him  and  I 
never  questioned  his  opinions.  He  was  an  humble  man,  a  gentleman,  a 
true  and  faithful  lawyer  and  a  trusted  friend."  A  large  number  of  the 
present  leading  lawyers  and  jurists  of  the  State  studied  law  in  Judge 
Beakes'  office.    He  was  survived  by  his  wife  and  only  daughter. 


SETH  C.  RANDALL,  Ann  Arbor.  Mr.  Randall,  prosecuting  attorney 
of  Wa'-htenaw  county,  is  a  native  of  Orle:ins  county.  New  York,  where  he 
was  born  February  if>,  1843.  His  father,  George  A.  Randall,  was  born 
in  the  same  State,  Wayne  county,  July  14,  1819,  and  died  seventy-six 
years  later.  His  mother  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  where  she  was  bom  May 
24,  1 8 19,  and  is  now  living  in  this  state  at  Birmingham,  Oakland  county. 
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Mr.  Randall  came  into  the  State  with  his  parents  when  only  seven 

years  of  a^e.  Hh  parents  located  on  n  farm  four  miles  from  Battle  Creek, 
and  remained  there  two  years.  Mucii  sickness  was  prevailing  in  that 
neighborhood  and  his  parents  became  discouraged  with  the  outlook.  They 
determined  to  return  to  New  York,  where  they  felt  sure  of  good  health, 
and  started  to  drive  overland.  They  passed  through  the  villages  that  are 
now  prosperous  cities  along  the  line  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad,  until 
they  came  to  Wayne.  Here  they  stopped  to  visit  an  uncle,  and  after  a 
few  days  all  went  north  into  Oakland  county  to  visit  a  sister  of  the  elder 
Randalt.  She  was  living  at  Birmingham,  and  the  appearance  of  the  coun- 
try around  that  village  so  pleased  Mr.  Randall  that  he  purchased  a  farm 
and  made  it  his  permanent  home.  He  was  a  farmer,  but  did  much  butcher- 
ing  during  the  season  for  the  Detroit  markets.  In  this  work  he  was  assisted 
by  his  son  Seth,  who  remained  at  home  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age. 
The  Civil  War  liad  then  been  raging  about  a  year  and  the  young  man  saw 
his  duty  at  the  front.  Accordingly  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  22d  Michi- 
gan Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  throughout  the  war.  His  early  educa- 
tion had  been  somewhat  neglected,  and  when  he  caim  out  of  the  army  he 
made  what  haste  he  could  to  atone  for  tJu  lack  of  schooling  in  youth.  He 
took  a  course  in  Br\';mt  8:  Stmt f on  s  Business  College  at  Detroit,  and 
attended  the  pubUc  school  at  Birmingham  for  a  year,  begmning  with  the 
fall  term  of  1865.  He  attended  the  high  school  at  Ypsilanti  one  year  and 
then  taught  school  for  a  year.  While  he  was  teaching  he  was  also  doing 
preparatory  work  for  the  University  of  Michigan.  He  entered  that  school 
in  1P6S,  and  spent  two  years  in  its  literary  department.  He  was;  employed 
principal  of  the  Burr  Oak  schools  in  18711  [ni  two  years,  and  then 
entered  the  Law  Department  oi  the  Univcr.sily  ol  Michigan,  and  in  due 
time  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1874.  He  settled  at  Dundee  and 
practised  law  for  nine  years,  and  is  still  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Randall  & 
Corbin,  in  that  place.  He  came  to  Ann  Arbor  and  opened  an  office  in 
1883.  Hi  is  ^til!  engaged  there  and  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Randall  & 
Jonr<.  Ht  ins  always  been  a  Republican,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Lincoln  while  home  on  a  iurlough  from  the  army.  He  has  held  several 
local  offices,  and  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  those  who  know  him  best. 
He  is  a  public  spirited  man  and  ready  to  co-operate  with  any  movements 
that  look  to  general  improvement.  He  was  treasurer  of  Bloomfield  town- 
ship, Oakland  county,  for  oTie  term,  and  for  two  terms  was  superintendent 
of  schools  f<ir  Dumict  township,  Monroe  county.  For  two  terms  he  was 
secretary  of  the  board  of  school  examiners  for  Monroe  county.  He  is  in 
his  first  term  as  prosecuting  attorney  of  Washtenaw  county.  He  was  mar- 
ried  in  May,  1870,  to  Miss  Ellen  L.  Plank,  of  Dundee.  They  have  one 
son,  H.  M.  Randall,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  and 
is  at  the  present  time  in  charge  of  the  scientific  department  of  the  high 
school  at  Saginaw,  teaching  physics  and  chemistry. 
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JOHN  LOGAN  CHIPMAN,  late  of  Detroit.  The  Chipman  family  was 
established  in  this  country  in  1630,  and  each  generation  has  had  distinguished 
representatives  in  public  life.  John  Chipman,  the  first  of  the  family  on 
American  soil,  wedded  a  daughter  of  John  Howland,  a  Mayflower  pilgrim, 
and  their  grandson  John,  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  and  a  minister 
of  Beverly,  where  he  died  at  the  a^e  of  eighty-four.  Another  of  the 
family,  Nathaniel  Chii>rnan,  was  a  learned  and  accninjilishcd  judge  of  the 
highest  court  of  Vermont  in  the  closing  years  of  tlie  last  century.  Henry 
Chipman,  his  son,  was  a  gentleman  of  wide  culture  and  great  ability.  He 
wedded  Martha  Logan,  whose  father  was  a  wealthy  planter  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  came  with  his  beautiful  bride  to  Detroit  in  1820.  He  made  a 
deep  impression  upon  the  frontier,  and  quickly  became  one  of  its  leading 
spirits.  Here  John  Logan  Chipman  %vas  born  June  5,  1^30.  and  grew  to 
manhood  with  the  scent  of  the  wildwoods  in  the  air  he  breathed.  He  was 
educated  in  the  city  schools  and  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  but  left 
school  before  he  had  completed  his  University  course  to  enter  the  service 
of  the  Montreal  Mining  Company,  and  was  sent  by  them  into  the  Upper 
Peninsula  to  seek  desirable  locations  for  mining  enterprises.  While  in  their 
employment  he  ^pent  his  !ei<?ure  time  in  reading  law,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  in  thai  remote  region.  In  these  years  he  became  intimately 
acquainted  witli  the  Iridian  on  his  native  heath,  and  championed  Iheii 
interests  in  after  years.  He  inherited  a  special  talent  for  the  law ;  his 
personal  qualities  pushed  him  to  the  front,  and  tbe  northern  country  soon 
became  too  pent-up  a  Utica  for  his  masterful  powers.  He  returned  to 
Detroit,  and  in  1856  was  elected  city  attorney,  a  position  which  he  held 
for  four  years,  inakin^f  a  creditable  record.  In  1864  he  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature,  and  history  speaks  of  him  as  one  of  its  upright  and  influential 
members.  In  1866  he  made  his  first  venture  into  National  politics  as  the 
leader  of  a  forlorn  Democratic  hope,  making  a  very  earnest  campaign  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  ^vas  not  elected  — the  odds  were  too  great  — 
but  he  carried  the  city  of  Detroit  by  a  handsome  majority,  and  bound  the 
cit}"  to  him';elf  by  ties  that  were  nev^er  broken.  The  following  year  he  was 
appuinted  attorney  for  the  city  police  board,  and  served  in  that  posilioii 
until  he  ascended  the  Bentli  in  1S79  as  Judge  oi  the  iJclroit  Superior 
Court.  He  had  been  engaged  in  a  professional  career  of  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  and  had  won  a  wide  reputation  as  an  accomplished  and  eloquent 
lawyer.  He  excelled  in  every  function  of  his  profession,  and  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  greatest  trial  lawyers  of  his  day.  In  cross  examination  and 
in  his  address  to  the  jury,  he  wa-^  the  beau-idea!  of  the  .A.merican  trial 
lawyer.  Judge  Chipman  also  won  great  reputation  on  the  Bench.  He 
was  a  master  of  the  law,  and  he  followed  innate  promptings  of  justice. 
He  served  out  his  first  term  of  six  years  and  was  re-elected  without  opposi- 
tion.  In  eveiy  controversy  he  sought  the  facts  and  asked  what  was  right, 
and  in  repeated  instances  his  decisions  have  been  quoted  by  the  Supreme 
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Courts  as  almost  perfect  cn'stallizations  of  the  law  governing  controverted 
points.  He  was  a  man  of  the  people,  and  declared  that  no  man  should 
suffer  injustice  In  his  court  because  of  poverty.  The  enlightened  libel  law 
of  Michigan  rests  almost  entirely  upon  his  affirmed  decisions.  He  resigned 
the  jinlicial  office  which  he  had  so  successfully  administered  to  become  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Fiftieth  Congress,  and 
once  in  liis  place  he  <;eemed  to  have  been  ?pecia!h^  fitted  for  it.  He  was 
naturally  a  law-maker,  as  he  was  naturally  a  lawyer  and  a  judge.  He  was 
the  representative  of  the  business  interests  of  Detroit,  and  had  friends 
among  the  people  r^ardless  of  party.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs  and  his  voice  was  the  voice  of  young  America. 
He  had  an  eve  to  the  ftittire  nnd  adv  ocated  a  policy  which  lu-  declared 
would  cause  •'f>ur  flag  to  iloal  where  otliei  flags  were  seen  and  which  w  ould 
give  us  a  fair  share  of  the  commeicc  of  the  globe  out  of  which  other  nations 
are  making  so  much  at  our  expense."  He  was  a  friend  of  the  soldier  and 
stoutly  protected  his  interests.  He  was  active  in  behalf  of  every  proposed 
improvement  of  the  Great  Lakes  and  foresaw  an  ultimate  deep  water  way 
from  the  West  to  the  ocean.  He  favored  a  vigorous  foreign  policy,  and 
declared  that  he  never  closed  a  public  address  without  the  thought  that 
Canada  should  be  annexed  to  the  Union.  His  career  as  a  judge  and  a 
representative  are  preserved  in  the  history  of  the  Nation,  and  there  his 
place  is  secure.  He  died  January  2$,  1894,  while  yet  in  the  full  prime  of 
his  splendid  powers*  and  at  a  period  when  age  had  not  chilled  the  generous 
impulses  of  his  heart.  He  had  witnessed  the  sublime  transfig^uration  of  his 
count r>%  and  for  him  life  Jiad  been  worth  the  candle.  He  tilled  many 
positions  of  trust  and  left  a  record  without  a  stain.  Fifty  thousand  people 
waited  upon  the  funeral  train  that  bore  his  remains  through  the  streets  of 
his  nati\  e  city  to  their  last  resting  place  in  Elmwood  cemetery.  He  was 
stricken  down  at  home  in  the  midst  of  preparations  for  hi^^  journey  to 
Wa^liiiitrtoii ,  hut  in  the  face  of  danger  he  went  to  the  Capitol.  He  grew 
worse  and  was  carried  to  the  hospital.  When  the  latal  character  of  his 
disease  became  apparent  and  the  result  could  not  long  be  delayed,  he  took 
the  hand  of  his  faithful  companion,  and  said  '*  Wife,  repeat  the  Lord's 
Prayer  with  me,"  and  even  as  its  accents  were  trembling  on  his  lips  he  fell 
asleep,  and  the  Congress  and  the  country  lost  one  of  its  most  faithful  and 
useful  Representatives. 


CHARLES  A.  KENT,  Detroit.    The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born 

October  II,  18^5,  in  Hopkinton,  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York.  His 
parents,  Artema.s  Kent  and  Sarah  Weed,  were  New  England  people. 
The  Kcnts  on  emigrating  to  America  settled  in  Suffield  county,  Connecti- 
cut, where  they  lived  for  several  generations.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject  lived  in  Dorset,  Vermont,  and  his  son  Artemas,  a  farmer,  left  New 
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England  and  located  in  New  York  in  young  manhood.  Charles  A.  Kent 
was  fitted  for  college  in  St.  Lawrence  Academy,  at  Potsdam,  New  York, 
and  entered  the  University  oi  Veimoat  at  Burlington  in  1852.  On  com- 
pletion of  the  classical  course  he  was  graduated  in  1856.  For  the  year 
next  ensuing  he  was  principal  of  an  academy  at  Montpelier,  and  for  the 
next  two  years  he  was  a  Student  in  Andovcr  Theological  Seminary.  In 
the  fall  of  1859  he  came  to  Detroit  and  began  the  <;ti;dy  of  'an-  with 
Messrs.  C.  I.  and  F..  C.  Walker  and  Alfred  Ru?se!!.  The  foll<)i,\  int^  year 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  and  in  1861  formed  a  partnership  with  E.  C. 
Walker,  one  of  his  preceptors,  which  continued  for  nineteen  years.  Since 
1880  he  has  been  engaged  in  practice  alone.  He  was  law  professor  in  the 
University  of  Michigan  from  1868  to  1886,  a  period  of  eighteen  years. 
He  was  marrii  < ■  in  1874  to  Frances  C.  Kinj^.  daughter  of  R.  VV'.  King^  of 
Detroit.  Mr.  Kent  has  devoted  the  last  thirty-six  years  unreservedly  to 
the  profession  of  law  .  He  has  never  sought  political  office,  although  he  has 
rendered  active  support  to  his  party  and  never  neglected  the  duties  of  good 
citizenship.  He  has  served  on  the  board  of  education  for  the  city  of 
Detroit  four  years  and  in  1882  was  a  member  of  the  commission  appointed 
to  revise  the  tax  laws  of  the  State.  He  ha^  been  a  close ^  critical  -ludent 
of  law  and  successful  in  practice.  Making  no  pretensions  lo  oratory  he 
would  not  be  classed  with  great  advocates.  His  speech  is  didactic  rather 
than  ornate.  His  method  is  that  of  the  teacher  rather  than  the  declaimer. 
Many  hundreds  of  students  in  the  University  Law  School  bear  enthusi- 
astic testimony  to  the  perspicuity  of  his  expositions  before  the  class.  His 
knowledge  of  a  subject  is  thorough  and  hi<>  ability  tn  impart  knowledge  to 
others  is  well  attested.  In  the  class  room  he  was  resourceful,  always  having 
something  to  say  which  was  not  only  interesting,  but  also  valuable  as  a 
preparation  for  young  lawyers.  The  title  "Professor"  is  worthily  bestowed 
on  him.  For  his  long  and  successful  service  in  that  relation  he  will  be 
remembered  and  esteemed  by  members  of  the  Bar  of  Michigan  and  other 
states  who  have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  his  lecture;.  Professor  Kent  is  an 
modest  man,  predisposed  to  undervalue  his  own  abilities.  He  is  a  relative 
of  the  great  Chancellor  Kent.  The  lineage  of  both  is  traced  to  a  common 
ancestor,  the  Chancellor  being  the  third  generation  and  Charles  A.  the 
fifth  in  descent.  There  is  a  marked  predilection  for  the  law  in  the  Kent 
family.  Some  of  the  cases  of  unusual  public  interest  with  which  Mr. 
Kent  has  been  connected  as  roundel  are  the  following:  In  the  Suprtme 
Court  of  the  United  States  '*  i  ownship  of  i'lne  Grove  vs.  Talcott  (19 
Wallace  666").  This  case  involved  the  validity  of  about  $1,500,000  of 
bonds  issued  by  the  municipalities  of  Michigan,  which  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State  had  held  void  in  1870.  For  a  period  of  four  >  r  thereafter 
the  legal  questions  involved  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Bar  and  the 
issue  was  awaited  with  interest  by  the  public.  "  Tucker  vs.  Ferguson 
(22  Wallace  527"),  which  involved  the  right  of  the  State  of  Michigan  to 
tax  a  large  area  of  railroad  lands.    It  excited  general  interest  at  the  time. 
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"Lord  vs.  Steamship  Company  (102  U.  S.  Statutes  541").  In  this  case 
it  was  first  held  that  commerce  passmg  on  the  ocean  from  one  port  to 
another  port  in  the  same  State  was  foreign  commerce  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  hence  subject  to  Federal 
jurisdiction.  In  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  '*  Youngblood  vs.  Sex- 
ton  (32  Michigan  406").  This  case  involved  the  question  whether  under 
a  Constiliition  which  prAhibited  the  j^iantincj  of  a  license  to  sell  intoxicat- 
ing liquors,  the  business  of  selling  such  liquors  could  be  specially  taxed. 
The  question  was  one  of  remarkable  interest  at  the  time.  "State  Tax 
Law  Cases  (54  Michigan  117").  In  these  were  involved  the  validity  of 
the  tax  law  of  1882,  a  subject  then  of  great  interest  to  the  tax  payers. 
"  Palms  vs.  Palms  (68  Mich.  335").  In  this  case  the  validity  of  a  will 
disposing  of  property  valued  at  several  milHnns  was  attacked,  and  tiie  con- 
struction oi  tlie  statutes  of  the  State  as  to  the  time  in  which  property  can 
be  tied  up  was  also  a  question  to  be  determined.  The  Detroit  papers 
devoted  a  great  deal  of  space  to  this  cause  duruig  the  trial.  A  more  recent 
case  which  has  attracted  universal  attention,  not  only  in  the  State  but 
elsewhere,  i?  "Tin:  City  '>f  Detroit  vs.  The  Citizens'  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany et  al,  involving  the  question  wiietlier  or  not  the  provisions  of  the 
State  Constitution  and  statutes  prohibiting  the  creation  of  certain  corpora^ 
tions  for  a  period  of  more  than  thirty  years  operate  to  prevent  municipali- 
ties from  granting  to  such  corporations  the  right  to  occupy  the  streets  for 
a  period  extending  beyond  the  limits  of  their  chartered  lives.  This  action 
was  brought  in  the  State  Court  and  transferred  to  the  U.  S.  Circuit 
Court,  whence  some  defendants  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  and  others  to  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals.  It  is  a 
safe  assertion  that  no  other  case  in  the  State  of  Mich^an  has  ever  attracted 
so  much  public  attention.  An  old  practitioner  of  Detroit  says  of  Mr. 
Kent:  "  He  is  a  well  read  man,  as  maybe  known  by  the  fact  of  his  deliv- 
ering lectures  at  Ann  Arbor  for  eighteen  years.  He  forms  his  opinions 
slowly  and  adheres  to  them  with  great  tenacity  when  once  formed.  He 
was  spoken  of  by  the  Republican  party  for  membership  on  the  Supreme 
Bench  and  possesses  qualities  which  would  have  added  strength  to  the 
Bench."  A  very  prominent  judge  says:  "He  is  a  most  rxccllsnt  coun- 
sellor, but  not  a  jury  advocate,  which  may  account  for  this.  He  is  candid, 
reliable  and  safe — as  much  so  as  any  lawyer  in  Detroit." 


WILLARD  NfERRICK  T.I LLIBRIDGE,  Judge  of  the  Third  Judicial 
Circuit,  of  Detroit.  jud,^(  LilUbridge  was  born  at  Blossvale,  Oneida 
county,  New  York,  in  1840,  and  came  of  an  old  New  England  family. 
His  ancestors  settled  in  Rhode  Island  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  and  were  connected  with  the  early  settlement  and  development  of 
that  Colony.   Rev.  David  Lillibridge,  the  great-grandfather  of  the  subject 
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of  this  sketch,  was  a  Baptist  Clergyman,  long  located  at  Willinc^ton,  Cnn- 
necticiit.  He  was  a  man  of  sturdy  patriotism,  and  a  soldirr  in  the 
and  Indian  War.  Ira  Lillibridge  and  Sophronia  Mernck,  the  parents  of 
the  Detroit  jurist,  were  married,  and  settled  in  Blossvale  about  1822. 
They  had  a  numerous  family  of  sons  and  daughters,  of  which  Willard 
Merrick  was  the  youngest,  with  one  exception.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
and  lumberman,  and  was  glad  to  provide  his  children  with  every  educa- 
tional advantage  that  the  times  afTorded.  Willard  M.  attended  the  public 
schools  at  Blossvale  and  Taberg,  was  a  student  in  the  seminaries  at 
Whitestown  and  Cazenovia,  and  entered  Hamilton  College  in  1865,  took 
a  full  classical  course,  and  was  graduated  with  honor  in  1869.  Soon  after 
graduation,  he  became  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  at  Plattsburgh, 
New  York,  where  he  remained  two  years,  and  was  very  successful  as  a 
teacher.  He  had,  while  in  sehoo!,  cherished  the  purpose  nf  adoptin<y  the 
law  as  his  profession,  and  during  his  college  studies  had  taken  an  extra 
course  in  that  direction ;  while  teaching  he  had  also  been  a  careful  student 
of  the  elementary  works  of  the  law,  under  the  guidance  of  an  eminent 
lawyer.  In  1871  he  resolved  to  devote  his  entire  energies  to  preparation 
for  the  career  in  that  profession.  He  studied  one  year  in  St.  Louis,  and 
then  rptiirned  to  Detroit  and  became  a  student  in  the  office  of  Walker  & 
Kent,  then  one  of  the  leading  law  firms  in  that  city.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1873,  and  soon  afterward  opened  an  office  in  Detroit.  Judge 
Lillibridge  says  with  candor,  that  his  success  at  the  Bar  was  slow  and 
gradual,  and  he  passed  through  those  years  of  discouragement  and  wait- 
ing, which  seem  to  he  the  lot  of  all.  He  had  abundant  rime  to  carefully 
prepare  the  cases  si:bniitt cd  to  his  charge  and  to  contiinu;  further  hi-- 
systematic  study  of  the  law.  Success  came  at  last,  ami  his  professional 
and  business  interests  became  profitable.  He  had  a  large  clientage,  includ- 
ing some  of  the  leading  business  firms  and  corporations  in  the  city.  While 
in  practice,  he  was  employed  in  in;\ny  cases  in  Detroit  and  elsewhere,  and 
his  reputation  as  a  learned,  raitful.  and  clear-headed  counsellor  and 
lawyer,  became  well  known.  Among  the  cases  tried  by  him.  ma\'  be 
mentioned  the  Southworth  Will  case,  in  the  United  States  Court  at  Mil- 
waukee, and  the  well  known  Mandamus  case  against  the  Diamond  Match 
Co.,  in  Delaware,  which  he  conducted  successfully  through  all  the  Courts 
of  fli  it  State.  Mr.  Lillibridge  was  also  retained  and  conducted  the 
extended  litigation  of  David  M.  Rirhardsor..  involving  a  lai^e  aiTiount  of 
property,  and  was  counsellor  lor  Rodney  Mason  in  his  suit  against  the 
George  T.  Smith  Middlings  Purifier  Co.,  and  had  charge  of  the  later  pro- 
ceedings against  the  receivers  of  that  Company.  He  was  attorney  for  the 
board  of  education  on  several  occasions,  and  in  189 1,  was  nominated  by 
Mayor  Pingree  for  city  counsellor.  He  has  always  been  a  lawyer  f  I  ;  si- 
ness  characteristics.  He  knows  the  law  thorouehly,  and  makes  his  client's 
cause  his  own.    A  prominent  member  of  the  Detroit  bar  says  of  him: 

"Prior  to  his  elevation  to  the  bench,  Judge  Willard  M.  Lillibridge 
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was  regarded  as  a  sound  business  lawyer,  and  his  advice  was  much  sought 
after  in  the  management  of  lai^e  business  interests  and  in  the  settlement 
of  estates.  As  a  Judge,  he  is  characterized  by  a  keen  sense  of  right  and 
justice.  He  has  given  general  satisfaction  by  his  quick  perception  of  the 
law,  and  by  his  promptness  of  decision;  at  the  same  time  he  has  exhibited 
a  suavity  of  demeanor,  too  often  absent  in  men  of  earnest  purpose.  It  is 
a  pleasure  to  try  a  meritorious  cnse  before  him,  as  yon  feel,  when  your 
cause  is  just,  that  even  twelve  dishonest  jurors  cannot  beat  you.  Judge 
Lillibridge  is  a  gentleman  of  literary  culture,  and  is  well  posted  in  the 
topics  of  the  day." 

From  hb  early  manhood,  Mr.  Lillibridge  has  been  interested  in  the 

cause  of  public  education.  He  has  ser^'ed  two  terms  in  the  Detroit  board 
of  education,  nnd  \\  hile  on  the  board,  did  much  h.ird  work  in  securing  the 
appropriation  for  the  i^ublic  i.ibrary  Building  of  tiiat  city;  he  was  a  strong 
supporter  of  the  night-school  system,  and  labored  earnestly  for  the  adop- 
tion of  free-text  books,  and  has  made  numerous  addresses  on  various 
occasions  connected  with  the  city  schools.  A  local  paper  bears  this  testi- 
mony to  his  ■sterling  character:  "Mr.  Lillibridge  is  a  man  of  liberal  culture 
and  wide  <a  itipa;  hies.  He  is  a  well  equipped,  able,  and  profound  lawyer, 
and  cminciitly  httcd  by  ability  and  temperament  to  fill  the  position  of 
Circuit  Judge.  "  Since  taking  his  position  on  the  Bench,  Judge  Lillibridge 
has  tried  many  important  cases,  among  which  may  be  mentioned :  The 
Libel  case  of  Randall  vs.  The  Evening  News,  and  the  well  known  King 
Will  case.  His  charge  to  the  jury  in  the  latter  case  attracted  considerable 
.ittention  thronghout  the  State  as  a  remarkably  clear  exposition  of  the  law, 
bearing  on  such  cases.  He  has  also  heard  and  tried  many  cases  of  espe- 
cial interest  to  the  inhabitants  of  Detroit,  among  which  should  be  men- 
tioned his  ruling  adverse  to  the  Tax  Spy  System,  and  his  opinion,  holding 
that  agreements  between  transportation  companies,  inconsistent  with  the 
rights  and  convenience  of  the  public,  are  against  public  policy,  and  there- 
fore void.  Jud^e  Lillibndgc  affdiates  with  the  Repuhltcan  party,  but  is 
not  a  politician,  in  the  office-seeking  sense  of  the  term,  lie  is  consider- 
ably interested  in  bu.siness  affairs,  and  is  a  stock-holder  in  a  number  of 
corporations.  In  December,  1882,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Katherine 
Hegeman,  of  New  York  City,  and  has  two  children,  a  daughter  and  a  son, 
living.    He,  with  his  family,  attends  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


IlEI^RV  li.  SWAN,  Detroit.  Henry  H.  Swan,  Judge  of  the  U.  S. 
District  Court,  is  of  English-Scotch  and  German  extraction — the  son  of 
Joseph  G.  Swan,  a  native  of  New  York,  whose  ancestors  were  Scotch  and 
English  —  and  Mary  C.  Ling,  a  native  of  Germany,  whose  parents  emi- 
grated from  Germany  and  settled  at  Detroit  in  1832.  His  father  was  a 
machinist  who  lived  at  Detroit  until  his  death,  in  1873.  His  grandfather 
\V93  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.    Henry  H.  was  born  in  Detroit,  October 
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2,  1840.    His  earliest  education  away  from  the  hearthstone  was  obtained 
in  the  public  schools-    Afterwards  he  attended  the  excellent  private  school 
in  Detroit,  conducted  by  S.  L.  Campbell  and  later  by  Dr.  C.  F.  Soldan. 
In  this  school  he  was  prepared  for  college  and  in  1858  he  entered  the  Lit- 
erary Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  After  passing  the  exami- 
nation for  admission  to  the  senior  class,  and  before  completing  the  course, 
he  left  the  university  nnd  went  to  California.    Sub'^equently,  however,  the 
regular  degree  in  course  was  conferred  upon  him  the  same  as  if  he  had 
remained  and  completed  his  studies.    During  the  five  years  <Sf  hi%  resi- 
dence in  California  he  acquired  by  experience  considerable  knowledge  of 
inland  navigation,  as  he  was  engaged  in  steamboating  on  the  San  Joaquin 
and  Sacramento  rivers.    His  spare  time  was  occupied  with  the  study  of 
law  an<]  he  \va?  admitted  to  y>ractice  in  that  State  early  in   1867.  He 
returned  to  Detroit  during  the  same  year  and  entered  the  law  office  of 
D.  B.  and  H.  M.  Duffield.  In  October,  1867,  he  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan.    He  began  the  practice  at  once  and 
very  soon  thereafter  demonstrated  his  abilities,  and  his  possession  of  liberal 
acquirements  in  the  law.  April  1$,  1870,  he  was  appointed  assistant  U.  S. 
District  Attorney  at  Detroit,  and  held  the  position  seven  years,  when  he 
became  associated  in  paitnership  with  the  late  A.  ii.  Maynard,  who  wan 
the  United  States  attorney  for  the  judicial  district.    Each  had  tested  the 
capacity  and  mettle  of  the  other,  in  their  intimate  relations  while  prose- 
cuting the  pleas  of  the  United  States  together,  and  the  business  partner- 
ship vva-,  thrrcfoie  not  experimental.    It  was  entered  into  deliberately  and 
continued  with  most  satisfactory  results  until  Tnnu;irv        iSot.  when  Mr. 
Swan  was  appointed  Judge  of  tht:  United  States  JJistnct  Court.  While  the 
practice  of  the  firm  was  general,  a  preference  wa.s  given  to  civil  business, 
and  many  of  the  cases  conducted  by  Ma}mard  &  Swan  were  of  transcend- 
ant  importance.    Judge  Swan  gave  the  subject  of  maritime  law  especial 
thought  and  inve«ti<:^atif)n.     Some  of  the  admiralty  cases  with  which  he 
was  connected  whilr  in  [practice  were  most  noteworthy.  Reference  to  some 
of  the  more  important  cases  may  be  given  as  follows:   The  J.  ?.  Donald- 
son (21  U.S.  671);  Richelieu  and  Ontario  Navigation  Co.  vs.  Boston 
Marine  Insurance  Co.  (136  U.  S.  408);  The  Manitoba  (122  U.  S.  97); 
The  North  Star  (43  U.  S.  807).    At  the  Bar  he  was  noted  for  his  remark- 
able recollect  ion  of  .'iiithorities ;  his  persistence  nnd  thorough iir.-^s  in  the 
preparation  ol"  his  cases;  his  sincetv  ami  cuuliu  prescnlHii' i:i  oi  the  cause 
of  his  client.    He  was  always  above  petty  sliifts  or  the  takmg  of  small 
advantages.    His  fullness  of  knowledge,  assisted  by  the  faculty  of  .<ipeech 
acquired  by  careful  observation,  diligent  study  and  perseverant  practice 
gave  fluency  and  directness  to  his  argument     He  ai^ued  also  with  the 
keonf<s  of  an  analyi^'  anfl  the  fervor  of  one  who  believes  in  Ids  cause.  As 
a  judge  he  is  distingmsned  for  his  wealth  of  learning,  accurate  and  reten- 
tive memory  of  the  decisions  of  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  and  the  State 
Courts.    He  is  a  patient  and  attentive  listener,  singularly  free  from  mere 
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pride  of  opinion  and  most  pHinstakinf^  in  his  t  llu  1-  to  arrive  at  a  cor- 
rect cuutlusioii.  iiis  wriUen  opinions  display  the  niceties  of  discrimina- 
ting judgment  and  a  high  standard  of  morality.  They  may  be  regarded 
as  the  exegesis  of  legal  propositions  presented  for  consideration.  TIi$ 
trained  reason  is  able  to  test  the  arguments  of  lawyers  for  truth,  and  his 
trained  conscience  may  be  relied  upon  to  test  the  morality  of  a  question 
presented.  He  analyses  the  substance  of  an  argument,  unravels  its  threads 
and  weaves  them  into  a  logical  decision  whose  soundness  and  integrity  can 
scarcely  be  assailed.  In  the  Detroit  City  Railway  case,  tried  in  his  Court, 
Judge  Taft  presiding,  wrote  the  leading  opinion.  Judge  Swan  prepared 
an  elaborate  opinion  dissenting.  Upon  appeal  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  reached  his  conclusion,  overruling  the  Circuit  Judge. 
Judge  Swan  has  participated  in  u  vrrn!  of  th'*  important  decisions  of  the 
U.  S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  ot  the  Sixth  Circuit,  where  his  experience 
and  superior  knowledge  in  the  admiralty  branch  of  jurisprudence  are  of 
great  usefulness.  He  enjoys  in  an  unusual  degree  the  esteem  and  affection 
of  the  Bar.  April  30,  1873,  he  married  Miss  Jennie  E.  Clark,  daughter 
of  Rev.  VV.  C.  Clark,  a  retired  Frr^byt  t  rim  clei^yman.  They  have  two 
children,  William  M.  and  Mary  C.  Swan. 


SYLVESTER  LARNED,  late  of  Detrxjit.    Col.  Sylvester  Lamed  was 

born  in  that  city,  .September  33,  1820,  and  died  in  T  ondon,  England, 
November  _'  S-  ^^9S-  The  three  score  and  thirteen  years  of  his  many-sided 
life  were  so  full  of  useful  activities  that  their  story  becomes  an  important 
part  of  the  history  of  the  State  and  Nation.  As  a  public  speaker  he  was 
called  the  silver-tongued  orator  of  Michigan.  His  was  the  gift  of  elo- 
quence by  which  he  could  move  an  audience  at  will.  The  charm  of  his 
voice,  the  powers  of  his  mind  and  the  en(T<,»;i»^s  of  a  tireless  nntnrc  were 
continuously  employed  in  the  service  of  his  community.  He  came  of  a 
family  eminent  for  generations.  His  father.  Gen.  Charles  Lamed,  was  a 
graduate  of  Williams  College  in  1806,  a  student  of  law  with  Henry  Clay, 
a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  He 
made  his  home  in  Detroit  and  to  the  day  of  his  death  was  the  friend  and 
confident  of  Gen.  Lewis  Ca';';.  He  was  United  State*;  .ittniiiey  in  1814, 
and  the  next  year  was  trustee  of  Detroit.  He  was  Probate  Judge  from 
18 18  to  1825.  He  was  prosecuting  attorney  in  1821,  and  a  second  time 
United  States  attorney  for  the  territory.  He  died  of  cholera  in  1834  while 
actively  at  work  for  the  relief  of  unfortunate  victims  of  the  scourge.  Gen. 
Simon  Lamed,  the  grandfather  of  Sylvester,  was  nho  a  distini^^uished  citi- 
zen and  soldier.  He  served  in  the  Revolution  as  an  aid  to  Gcaerai  Wash- 
ington. There  are  other  strong  cliaracters  back  of  him  in  the  ancestral 
line,  so  that  Sylvester  Larned  had  a  heredity  of  manly  worth  and  char- 
acter.   It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  he  lived  well  up  to  the  pattern  left 
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by  these  noted  men.  As  a  boy  he  early  manifested  the  qualities  that  fore- 
shadowed hi>  fnture  eminence  and  was  kindly  regarded  both  by  bis  teach- 
ers and  his  schoolmates.  In  manhood  he  was  a  good  exaxBple  of  the 
scholar  engaged  in  the  activities  of  business  life.  He  received  his  first 
instruction  in  a  private  school  occupying  a  building  that  still  stands  at  the 
southwest  corner  of  Randolph  and  Congress  streets.  When  more  advanced 
he  was  sent  to  Kenyon  College  at  Gambier^  Ohio,  then  under  the  charge  of 
that  eminent  divine  and  scholar,  Bishop  Mcllvainc.  He  remained  there 
but  a  lew  months  and  then  went  to  Andover,  Massachusetts,  where  he  pre- 
pared for  Yale  College.  Interesting  .^lories  of  his  career  at  Andover  are 
still  part  of  the  family  lore.  His  career  at  Yale  was  brilliant.  He 
was  graduated  in  1 842  in  company  with  some  of  the  most  prominent  char- 
acten>  of  the  last  generation.  Among  them  were  Theodore  Runyan,  after- 
wards chancellor  of  New  Jersey  and  lately  Minister  to  Germany;  another 
was  James  Hadley,  the  celebrated  Greek  scholar,  whose  text  books  are 
familiar  to  all  students  of  the  language ;  a  third  was  David  Hennen,  who 
served  with  much  distinction  in  the  Confederate  army  and  afterwards 
became  prominent  at  the  New  York  Bar.  While  at  Yale  Mr.  Lamed  was 
a  member  of  the  Greek  letter  fraternity,  Alpha  Delta  Phi.  On  ir turning 
to  Detroit  he  entered  npon  th("  sttidy  of  law  and  in  iS.).^  wa^  admitted  to 
practice.  Equipped  by  a  powertul  oiiscmblage  of  intellectual  faculties  and 
fortified  by  a  thorough  education,  the  young  attorney  entered  almost  at 
once  into  a  good  business,  and  was  soon  proclaimed  the  peer  of  any  law- 
yer at  the  Bar  of  the  county.  He  possessed  rare  gifts  of  oratory,  was  the 
master  of  elegant  English,  and  unsurpassed  in  the  power  to  sway  an  audi- 
ence at  will  f?is  voice  of  silver  purity  and  sympathetic  intonation  was 
most  exquisitely  modulated,  &o  as  to  compass  the  entire  range  of  human 
emotions.  The  effect  of  his  massive,  insinuating  argument  upon  a  jury 
was  so  evident  that  old  lawyers  employed  on  the  opposite  side  could  not 
always  conceal  their  anxiety.  Such  oratorical  gifts,  united  with  stro  i-; 
convictions,  earh  led  him  into  the  arena  of  politics  and  his  voice  was  lu  ai  d 
on  the  hustings,  pleading  for  the  election  of  General  Harrison,  before  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty.  As  a  Whig,  opposed  to  slavery,  he  naturally 
fell  in  with  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  1854.  He  was 
active  in  its  formation  in  Michigan  and  his  name  is  fortieth  on  the  roll  of 
signers  of  its  first  declaration  of  principles.  Notwithstanding  his  interest 
and  activity  in  political  movements,  lie  never  ?on?Tht  or  would  accept  a 
nomination  lor  any  ollicc.  A  single  limitation  of  this  statement  is 
required  by  his  acceptance  of  the  office  of  school  inspector  for  the  twelfth 
ward  of  Detroit,  which  he  held  from  1876  to  1879,  as  a  recognized  duty 
of  citizenship  by  one  interested  in  the  matter  of  education.  He  was  not  a 
member  of  any  secret  society  except  the  Greek  fraternity,  although  he 
won  a  national  reputation  l)y  hi.s  conduct  of  Industry  Lodf^e  of  Sons  of 
Malta,  of  which  fun-making  institution  he  was  Grand  Commander  for  sev- 
eral years  preceding  the  Civil  War.     When  that  grim-visaged  monster 
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appeared  in  the  land  there  wns  no  lonwr  disposition  for  the  comical,  and 
what  was  designed  to  be  a  broad  burlesque  on  all  secret  orders,  died  for 
lack  of  interest.    In  his  religious  convictions  Mr.  Larncd  accepted  the 
Calvanistic  tenets.    He  was  a  strong  and  unwavering  supporter  of  the 
Westminster  Churchy  the    leading  Presbyterian  Church  of  Detroit,  in 
which  he  had  membership.    Before  the  war  he  became  interested  in  ship- 
building and  commerce.    For  a  time  he  was  the  owner  of  two  steamers, 
the  Minnesota  and  the  E.  Whitney.    The  business  was  not  adapted  to  his 
nature.    He  found  little  room  for  the  play  of  imagination  or  the  exercise 
of  passion  and  S}rmpathy,  in  the  transportation  of  passengers  and  merchan- 
di  c  fr<  i;n  one  lake  port  to  another.    He  soon  returned  to  the  forum  and 
his  voice  was  again  heard  in  the  court  rornn  in  all  its  rich  variety,  stirrinr^ 
the  emotions  of  a  jury.    When  the  Civil  War  hrokr  out  the  value  of  his 
services  to  the  Union  was  recognized  by  his  appointment  as  lieutenant 
colonel  of  the  Second  Michigan  Infantry.    Governor  Blair  expressed  regret 
at  the  time  that  he  could  not  name  him  for  a  higher  position.  Colonel 
Larned  was  in  the  service  only  a  few  months  when  he  was  stricken  by 
a  severe  and  exhau.sting  Ijt.dn  fovcr,  uhirh  compcllctl  him  to  resign  and 
return  home.     His  vital  energies  were  m)  impaired  that  lonj.Ti:"r  cnntinu- 
auce  at  the  front  was  impossible.    As  a  lawyer  he  was  indefatigable  in 
preparation,  alert  and  keen  in  trial,  and  powerful  in  appeal  to  the  jury;  so 
that  he  was  engaged  on  one  side  or  the  other  in  many  of  the  most  noted 
cases  in  the  Michigan  and  Ohio  courts.    He  was  counsel  for  the  notorious 
Bennett  G.  Butle!;:7h.  tried  on  the  charpfe  of  piracy  for  endeavoring  to  free 
Confederate  prisoners  on  Johnson's  Island,  off  Sandusky.    He  was  counsel 
for  plaintiff  in  the  celebrated  MoUitor  case,  in  which  every  consideration 
of  honor  and  chivalrous  devotion  to  outraged  and  defenseless  womanhood 
inspired  him  to  almost  superhuman  heights  of  impassioned  oratory. 
Hardly  was  there  an  important  case  on  the  docket  of  the  higher  courts  in 
Detroit  for  nearly  forty  years  in  which  his  influence  was  not  felt  In  some 
way.    The  record  of  bis  long  and  conspicuous  career  at  the  Bar  is  a  most 
appropriate  monument  to  his  memory,  on  which  may  truthfully  be 
inscribed:  "An  Honest  Lawyer,  faithful  to  his  clients,  just  and  honorable 
in  his  dealings  with  all  men."    His  personal  character  was  equally  charm- 
ing.    Of  pronounced  literary  taste  and  master  of  the  best  literature  of 
French  and  English  publication,  he  was  also  inlerestctl  in  music.     He  took 
much  delight  m  the  managemenC  of  the  spacious  grounds  of  his  old  River 
Street  homestead.     His  habits  were  domestic,  and  after  business  hours 
he  could  be  found  at  home  enjoying  its  pleasures  to  the  utmost.    He  had 
been  a  confirmed  smoker  in  early  life,  but  after  his  illness  in  the  army  he 
tiever  could  bear  tobacco  in  any  form.     He  was  always  absteminou'i,  using 
liquors  in  the  utmost  moderation.      His  hereditary  mcmbcrshij)  in  the 
Order  of  Cincinnatus  has  passed  to  his  eldest  sun,  Charles  P.  Larned.  As 
the  years  went  by  Colonel  Lamed  felt  their  impress,  and  by  the  opening 
of  1893  he  had  grown  quite  .feeble.    A  voyage  to  England,  including  a 
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visit  to  hh  marncd  daugbter,  Mrs.  Francis  Arthur  Bowen,  residing  there, 
was  undertaken  with  the  hope  ol  improvnig  his  health.  He  reached  thai 
country  and  spent  some  time  at  his  daughter's  home  in  Devonshire;  but 
while  in  the  city  of  London,  in  Gloucester  Place,  Portman  Square,  he  was 
prostrated  with  an  illness  that  quickly  proved  fatal.  This  illness  was  the 
termination  of  a  nervous  affection  contracted  while  in  the  army,  which 
compelled  his  retirement  from  active  service.  He  wa'^  married  twice,  his 
first  wUe  being  Ellen  Lansing,  whose  father  was  the  tounder  of  the  city  of 
Lansing.  His  second  wife,  Ellen  S.  Lester,  who  survives  him  with  three 
children,  was  the  daughter  of  Charles  Edwards  Lester,  the  eminent  his- 
torian, who  was  Consul  General  at  Genoa,  Italy,  for  eight  years.  Colonel 
Lamed  had  two  children  by  his  first  wife,  vi?. :  Mrs.  Francis  Arthur  Bowcn, 
of  London,  Knj^lartel.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  E.  Fitch,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky. 
By  his  second  wife  he  had  three  children,  vi*;  Charles  Pierpont  Lamed, 
bom  September  30,  1863,  who  studied  law  with  his  father — was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  in  1884,  and  was  associated  with  his  father  in  business  until  the  death 
of  the  latter  and  since  that  time  has  practised  alone ;  has  devoted  much  of 
his  time  to  dealing  in  real  estate  and  Is  now  connected  with  several  large 
corporation-^^;  Lester  Edwards  Larned,  bom  August  3,  1867,  who  is  an  elec- 
trical engineer  in  Detroit;  Mrs.  Bertram  C.Whitney,  of  Detroit. 


ALFRED  RUSSELL,  Detroit.  Mr.  Russell  wa*?  born  at  Plymouth, 
Grafton  rn. mty,  New  Hampshiie,  March  18,  l8;o.  The  Russeli  family 
from  whom  our  subject  is  descended  came  to  Massachusetts  in  1660,  from 
Bedfordshire,  England.  His  father  was  William  Wallace  Russell,  son  of 
Hon.  Moor  Russell,  an  officer  in  the  Revolution,  and  for  many  years  State 
Councillor  of  New  Hampshire.  The  father  of  Moor,  who  was  the  great- 
grandfather of  Alfred  Russell,  was  an  officer  in  the  Colonial  army  and  !o<t 
his  life  at  the  siege  of  Fort  William  Henry.  Alfred's  mother,  Susan 
Carleton  Webster,  was  the  daughter  of  Humphrey  Webster,  whose  great- 
grandfather came  to  America  from  Ipswich,  England,  and  settled  in  Ips- 
wich, Massachusetts,  in  1648.  She  was  born  in  Salisbury,  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  the  house  next  to  that  in  which  her  kinsman,  Hon.  Daniel  Web- 
ster, was  born.  His  paternal  [great  grandfather.  William  Webster,  was 
colonel  of  the  Twelfth  New  Hampshire  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Saratoga, 
tlie  decisive  battle  of  the  American  Revolution.  Alfred  Russell,  with  his 
hereditary  traits  of  intelligence,  accentuated  by  the  union  of  two  such 
families,  early  gave  evidence  of  great  promise.  He  was  carefully  educated 
in  the  best  schools  of  New  Hampshire,  attending  Holmes  Academy,  in 
Plymouth,  Gilmanton  Academy,  in  Gilmanton,  Kimball  Union  Academy, 
Menden  Village,  Plainfield,  and  Dartmouth  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  second  in  the  class  of  1850  (Mr.  Justice  Brooks,  of  Canada, 
being  first).    He  had  at  an  early  date  decided  upon  the  profession  of  law 
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as  his  life  calling  and  on  graduatirtj^  from  Dartmonth  bp  entered  the  office 
of  William  C.  Thompson  at  Plymouth,  a  son  o(  the  preceptor  of  D.iuicl 
Webster.  Later  Mr.  Russell  attended  the  Law  Department  of  Harvard 
University,  graduating  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  in  1652.  He 
wrote  a  prize  essay  on  the  law  of  Landlord  and  Tenant.  He  was  admitted 
to  .the  Bar  at  Meredith  Bridge  (now  Laconia),  Ne  \  Hampshire,  in  October, 
1852,  when  twenty-two  years  old,  and  removed  to  Detroit  in  November 
following.  James  F.  Joy  wa?  then  in  active  practice  and  the  young  man 
from  New  Hampshire  found  his  oftke  a  sate  harbor.  He  formed  a  part- 
nership the  following  year  with  Judge  C.  L  Walker  and  his  brother,  which 
continued  until  1861,  at  which  time,  at  the  age  of  thirty-one,  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Lincoln,  United  States  district  attorney  for  Michi- 
gan, which  is  the  only  office  he  ever  held.  This  office  during  war  time,  in 
a  frontier  State,  was  onc  of  great  responsibility  and  labor.  Mr.  Seward, 
Secrct  i.-y  of  State,  sent  him  on  di[)!<)inatic  missions  to  Canada,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  St.  Albans  Raid  and  the  Lake  Erie  Raid.  The  suspension 
of  the  habeas  corptiSy  the  internal  revenue  laws,  and  the  draft  laws,  during 
that  period  required  a  vast  amount  of  work  and  judicious  administration. 
Mr.  Russell  imbibed  the  principles  of  Republicanism  with  his  earliest 
breath  and  brought  with  him  from  New  Hampshire's  hills  that  love  of 
freedom,  and  that  sense  of  justice  and  equality  of  all  men  before  the  law, 
which  led  to  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  in  Micliigati.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  Its  organization,  being  a.ssociated  (although  much 
younger)  with  Austin  Blair,  Zachariah  Chandler,  the  two  Howards,  Bing- 
ham and  others  whose  names  afterward  became  identified  prominently 
with  the  party  and  the  State.  TTe  was  president  of  the  Michigan  Repub- 
lican  Club  in  the  Fremont  campaign,  and  also  during  the  Lincoln  cam- 
paigns, and  spoke  during  the  canvass  at  mass  meetings  with  Hon.  Salmon 
P.  Chase.  He  took  part  in  both  the  political  campatgn.s  of  General  Grant 
and  those  of  Hayes,  Garfield,  Harrison,  and  indeed  he  has  been  an  active 
participant  in  the  great  battles  of  the  party  to  which  he  early  gave  adher- 
ence and  to  which  he  loyalty  clung.  He  has  never  sought  political  ofTlce 
of  any  kind,  althd-ii^h  he  wassfrongly  supported  in  l88oand  again  in  iHRgfor 
a  vacancy  on  tlie  U.S.  Supreme  C'turt  Hencli.  Under  one  administration  he 
declined  the  German  nussion  and  under  another  an  offer  of  membership  in 
the  Inter  State  Commerce  Commission.  He  has  uniformly  refused  judicial 
as  well  as  political  office.  When  traveling  abroad  Mr.  Russell  met  Mr. 
Bryce,  author  of  the  "American  Commonwealth,*'  and  was  the  first 
to  call  that  author'-  attention  to  the  work  of  Judt^e  Cootey.  Hi-  aid 
i-^  acknowledged  by  Mr.  I'.ryce  in  the  preface  of  his  third  edition.  He  has 
instructed  many  students  in  tiic  law,  and  some  einineut  lawyers  have 
graduated  from  his  office,  including  Judge  Henry  B.  Brown,  Associate 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  While  he  has  been  a 
very  busy  and  active  practitioner  in  the  profession,  he  has  found  time 
for  other  and  congenial  occupation  as  a  member  of  the  Michigan  Historical 
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Society,  as  president  of  the  Detroit  Club,  vice  presnlmt  of  the  Young 
Men's  Society,  president  of  the  Michigan  Political  Science  Association  and 
a  member  of  the  Webster  Historical  Society.  He  was  also  a  founder 
of  the  Detroit  Boat  Club,  and  the  Detroit  Light  Guard  which  contributed 
eighty  officers  to  ihi-  U.  S.  armies  in  the  civil  war.  The  study  of  history 
and  literature  lias  been  his  pastime  and  pleasure.  Besides  addresses  at  the 
ITniverstty  of  Michigan  he  deh'vercd  the  commencement  address  at  Dart- 
mouth College,  in  1878,  his  subject  being  "  Some  Effects  of  the  Grow  th  of 
Cities  on  our  Political  System,"  and  in  August,  1891,  he  delivered  the 
annual  address  before  the  American  Bar  Association  at  Boston  on  "  Avoid- 
able Causes  of  Delay  and  Uncertainty  in  our  Courts."  His  address  before 
so  important  a  body  was  most  favorably  noticed  and  attracted  wide  atten- 
tion. Ill:  has  been  a  confributor  of  numerous  articles  to  law  foiirnals  and 
other  periodicals.  Dartmouth  confrrrod  upon  him  in  f8f>i  ilu-  degree  of 
LL.  D.  Mr,  Russell's  caict  r  a.>,  a  lawyer  has  been  full  uf  activity.  In 
1858,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court  and  argued  the  case  of  Allen  vs.  Newberry  (21  Howard, 
244),  involving  a  question  of  constituti  onal  law.  and  Cordes  VS.  Steamer 
Niagara  (21  Howard,  7),  being  the  first  discussion  in  the  Supreme  Court 
on  the  act  of  Congress  of  185  i  limiting  the  liability  of  ship  owners.  Both 
of  these  cases  have  been  frequently  cited  since  that  time.  Of  other  cases 
in  which  he  has  appeared  in  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  we  cannot  enter  into 
detail ;  but  some  of  the  more  important  are  quoted  as  follows :  Beaubien 
vs.  Beaubien  (23  Howard,  190);  Moore  vs.  The  American  Co.  (24  Howard, 
1);  Leonard  vs.  Davis  (i  Black,  476);  Jerome  vs.  McCarter(2i  Wall,  20); 
same  (94  U.  S..  734):  U.  S.  vs.  Repentigny  (5  Wall,  21 1);  AUore  vs. 
Jewell  (94  U.  S.,  506);  cxparte  VV'ilson  (i  1  5  U.  S.,  417);  Shaw  vs.  Qnincy 
Co.  (145  U.  S.,  444);  Pcwabic  Company  vs.  Mason  (133  U.  S.,  30); 
exparte  Slayton  (to;  U.  S.,  451);  Richardson  vs.  Hardwick  (106  U.  S., 
252).  Some  of  these  are  often  cited.  His  name  is  found  in  every  volume 
of  the  Michigan  Reports  from  volume  III.  to  volume  CI.,  and  in  the 
Feder.i!  Reporter  and  other  T/^nited  States  reports.  fie  h  a  laborious 
student,  prapariny  his  cases  thorougiily.  1  lis  retenti\'i  memory,  wide 
experience  and  long  practice  make  his  ready  familiarity  with  decisions 
appear  almost  miraculous.  A  scholar  who  has  kept  fully  abreast  of 
the  times,  his  addresses  are  replete  with  information  and  delivered  in  a  style 
that  attracts  and  entertains.  He  has  great  command  of  language  and  is  a 
fluent  and  easy  speaker  on  almost  any  subject  on  short  notice.  To  these 
traits  of  mind  may  be  added  those  of  the  heart — amiability,  courtesy, 
kindliness,  for  which  he  is  noted;  and  since  nature  has  endowed  him  with 
a  physique  that  is  attractive  and  pleasing — standing  above  the  medium 
height,  straight  and  dignified — ^there  is  nothing  wanting  to  fill  out  the  per- 
fect man.  His  high  position  at  the  Bar  and  the  universal  esteem  in  which 
he  is  held  by  his  brother  lawyers  and  fellow  citizens  attest  the  histor- 
ical accuracy  of  our  sketch.    Mr.  Russell  has  been  a  close  student  all  his 
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life  and  very  fond  of  literature,  not  only  that  of  our  own  tongue,  but  also 
French  and  German.  At  tlie  age  oi  lea  he  wrote  a  translation  of  the  first 
half  of  "  Cicero  de  Senectute."  He  has  been  identified  with  the  commu- 
nity interests  of  Detroit.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
at  the  inception  of  the  enterprise,  and  u  as  instrumental  in  proctiring  legis- 
lation for  it  and  selectinf?  a  site  for  the  building.  He  delivered  the  dedi- 
catory address  :it  the  opciiini;  or  the  City  Hall.  He  has  prepared  and 
secured  the  passage  of  some  amendments  to  the  Constitution  and  many  of 
the  general  statutes.  He  is  general  attorney  in  Michigan  for  the 
Wabash  railroad.  In  religion  he  has  been  a  consistent  and  active  member 
of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  married  October  28,  1857,  to 
Mrs.  Ellen  V.  Knp^lmd  fhoin  Wells'i.  of  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  who«iC 
family  was  founded  in  Connecticut  by  the  first  Colonial  Governor,  and  who 
is  herself  an  authoress  of  repute  and  a  social  leader,  as  well  as  active 
in  benevolent  and  patriotic  societies.  She  has  been  on  the  Board  of  every 
organized  charity  and  president  of  the  "  Daughters  of  18 12."  "  London 
Society,"  "  Christmas  Stories,"  etc.,  arc  among  her  works.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Russell  have  four  dauc^bters,  a!!  of  «,vhom  po^sesrs  distinct  talent.  The 
daughters  are  Mrs.  Richard  P.  Paulison,  of  Jacksonville,  Florida,  Mrs. 
John  C.  Glenny,  of  Bufialo,  New  York,  who  attained  high  rank  at  the 
**  Julien  School  of  Art  in  Paris,  and  whose  productions  in  oil  and  water 
colors  have  been  hung  on  the  line  *'  in  the  New  York  and  Paris  exhibi- 
tions. She  is  president  of  the  Art  League  in  Buffalo  and  has  given  an 
impetus  to  art  cultnrc  there.  Mrs.  Phoebe  Hewitt  Roberts,  of  Detroit,  as 
Phoebe  Russell,  exhibited  dramatic  talent  ol  high  order  in  "  Daly's  Com- 
pany **  in  New  York,  London  and  Paris,  receiving  the  approbation  of  the 
most  eminent  critics  of  those  cities  in  Shakespearian  characters;  Mrs. 
Louisa  Brooks  Maugham,  of  Chicago.  The  family  of  Mr.  Russell  resided 
some  years  on  the  continent,  where  the  dauphtor'-  acquired  their  education 
and  special  accomplishments.  His  only  survi\  irio  broihei  .  Maj.  Frank  W. 
Russell,  member  of  the  Sixth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  was  graduated  from  the  Mili- 
tary Academy  at  West  Point  in  1868.  At  his  resignation,  he  returned  to 
New  Hampshire,  where  he  occupies  the  old  homestead. 


ANDREW  HOWELL,  Detroit.  Andrew  Howell,  formerly  Circuit 
Judge,  was  bom  at  Covert,  Seneca  county,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
December  .18,  1827.  His  father.  Dr.  Joseph  Howell,  was  a  native  of  the 
same  State.  His  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lutetia  VanDuyn,  was 
born  in  New  yersey.  His  ancestors  on  the  father's  side  were  of  Welsh 
extraction  and  settled  in  Riiode  Island  in  colonial  times,  but  prior  to  the 
Revolution  the  family  removed  to  New  Jersey,  where  some  of  its  members 
became  distinguished  during  the  latter  part  of  the  last  and  the  early  part 
of  the  present  century.    Since  that  time  many  of  them  have  attained 
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prominence  in  'iterature  and  law  and  in  other  pursuit?,  nut  only  in  New 
Jersey,  but  in  utiier  parts  of  the  country.  Several  of  them  have  occupied 
places  on  the  Bench.  One  of  them  returning  to  Rhode  Island  was  for  a 
time  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  that  State»  and  after- 
wards Judge  of  the  United  States  Court  for  that  District.  Another  was 
Governor  of  New  Jersey,  from  1794  to  l^ni.  Two  have  been  United 
States  Senjitof?  and  several  of  them  liavc  been  niembcrs  of  the  lower  hntisc 
of  Congress.  One  of  them  while  lerritorial  Judge  of  Arizona  prepared 
the  first  code  of  laws  for  that  territory,  known  as  the  "Howell  Code,"  the 
most  of  the  provisions  of  which  are  still  in  force.  Others  served  in  the 
army  during  the  Revolution,  and  since  then  the  family  has  numbered 
among  its  members  an  admiral  and  other  officers  in  the  navy.  Judge 
Howell's  grandfather,  Joseph  Howell,  seninr.  w^s  a  native  of  New  Jrr- 
sey,  and  ^rved  in  the  war  of  the  Revokition,  and  a  part  of  that  tirnc  as 
the  special  agent  of  Washington  in  the  military  affairs  of  the  army.  In 
1851  his  father  removed  to  Lenawee  county,  in  this  State,  where  for  a 
long  time  he  was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  southern  Michigan.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  convention  which  framed  the  first  Constitution 
of  the  State.  And  here  young  Howell's  boyhood  was  spent,  mostly  on 
the  farm  and  in  the  district  school*  of  the  vicinity,  and  at  the  academy 
in  the  neighboring  village  of  Tecumseb;  but  his  education  was  chiefly 
acquired  at  the  Westeyan  Seminary  at  Albion,  Michigan,  now  Albion  Col- 
lege. Among  his  classmates  there  were  Jared  Patchen,  afterwards  Circuit 
Judge  at  Detroit;  Aslcy  Pond,  Edward  C.  Winans,  since  Governor  of  Mich- 
igan; and  J.  Sterling  Morton,  now  Secretary  of  Agriculture  in  Cleveland  s 
cabinet.  He  commenced  his  legal  studici>  in  1 850,  and  wah  graduated 
from  the  Law  School  of  Cincinnati  College  in  1853,  standing  first  in  his 
class.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Adrian,  Michigan,  in  1854,  and 
immediately  commenced  the  practice  of  the  law  at  that  place  in  partner- 
ship with  the  Hon.  F.  C.  Beaman,  his  former  law  preceptor.  At  that 
lime  the  leading  members  of  the. Bar  of  Lenawee  county  were  Judge 
Alexander  R.  Tiffany,  Hon.  F.  C.  Beaman,  Gov.  William  L.  Greenly, 
Judge  S.  C.  Stacy,  Judge  Thomas  M.  Cooley,  Hon.  R.  R.  Beecher,  A. 
L.  Millard  and  Hon.  Peter  Morey,  the  first  Attorney  General  of  the  State. 
These  gentlemen  with  Hon.  Warner  Wing,  then  the  presiding  Circuit 
Judge,  made  a  court  and  Bar  of  marked  ability,  learning  and  vigor.  In 
1855,  Mr.  Howell  formed  a  law  partnership  with  Hon.  R.  R.  Beecher, 
which  continuing  through  many  years,  was  eminently  successful.  During 
that  time  and  while  he  remained  at  the  Bar  he  was  engaged  in  nearly  all 
of  the  important  litigations  at  Adrian  and  in  that  part  of  the  State.  Early 
in  his  practice  he  was  elected  for  three  terms  to  the  office  of  Circuit  Court 
rommi«s!r»ncr  and  was  City  Attonicy  for  much  of  the  time.  Durinf^  the 
years  liJOS  and  1667  he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate.  In  the  session 
of  the  latter  year  he  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  defeating  the  proposed 
railroad  aid  legislation,  by  which  it  was  then  sought  to  authorize  all  town- 
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ships  and  cities  in  the  State  to  issue  municipal  bonds  in  aid  of  railroad 

construction.  The  Senate  of  1867  was  composed  of  a  remarkably  able 
body  of  men,  amonj^  whom  were  Charles  M.  Croswell,  David  H.  Jerome 
and  Cyrus  G.  Luce,  ail  01  whom  were  afterwards  Governors  of  the  State. 
In  1868  Judge  Howell  was  elected  by  the  Legislature  to  recompile  the 
general  laws  of  the  State,  but  by  reason  of  some  defect  in  the  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  work  it  was  subsequently  abandoned.  In  1871,  he  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Baldwin  to  draft  and  present  bills  to  the  Legisla- 
ture for  the  enactment  ol  genera!  laws  for  the  incorporation  of  cities  and 
villages.  These  bills  were  prepared  and  presented  by  him  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  1873,  and  without  examination  in  either  House  and  without  read- 
ing  except  by  their  titles,  they  were  immediately  passed  and  approved  by 
the  Governor.  These  laws,  with  a  few  slight  modifications  to  the  Village 
Act,  =til1  remain  in  force  and  a  large  number  of  the  cities  and  nrarly  all 
of  the  villafj^es  of  the  State  are  now  incorporated  and  actiny  uml*  r  tlium 
His  friend,  Judge  Tiliany,  the  senior  of  the  Lenawee  Bm,  while  in  prac- 
tice, published  a  couple  of  small  works — ''Tiffany's  Justices'  Guide"  and 
"Tiffany's  Criminal  Law."  After  his  decease  Judge  Howell  revised  and 
greatly  enlarged  both  of  these  works,  and  has  since  carried  each  of  them 
through  several  editions.  They  are  now  in  general  use  throuohout  the 
State.  In  18S2-3,  he  completed  and  published  a  compilation  of  the  Gen- 
eral Statutes  of  the  State  with  extensive  annotations  from  the  Michigait 
Reports.  The  work  was  immediately  authenticated  and  adopted  by  the 
Legislature.  And  in  1889  the  State  authorized  a  supplemental  volume  to 
these  statutes  for  its  use,  which  he  has  since  compiled,  annotated  and 
published.  These  volumes  know  n  as  *' Howell's  Annotated  Statutes."  are 
now  the  authorized  compilation  ot  liie  i^eneral  Laws  of  Michigan.  In 
1 88 1  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the  First  Judicial  Circuit  of  the  State,  com- 
prising the  counties  of  Lenawee  and  Hillsdale,  and  filled  that  office  until 
his  resignation  in  1887,  when  he  rtm  vcd  to  the  cit\  of  Detroit,  where 
since  that  time,  in  connection  with  legal  authorship,  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  the  law.  He  is  a  mrmhcr  of  the  Presbyterian  Clmrcli, 
with  which  he  united  in  early  life.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and 
always  been  a  staunch  supporter  of  that  party  since  its  organization. 
Judge  Howell's  preferences  for  the  law  were  early  manifested  and  the  work 
of  preparation  was  begun  at  the  age  of  twenty-three.  During  the  subse- 
quent period  of  nearly  half  a  century  he  has  devott  ti  'limsrU  entirely  to 
jurispi  iiilciire.  As  a  practf'^inty  l.'in'\'fr  liis  ra^es  wrrc  t  liitrDn.'lily  ])i"epared 
and  presented  with  clearness,  caiuim  and  force.  As  an  author  and  reviser, 
he  is  noted  for  clearness  and  accui  ac>  .  All  of  his  works  are  characterized 
by  the  assiduous  application  of  the  student  and  are  the  results  of  extended 
and  careful  research,  and  have  been  received  with  marked  favor  by  the 
profession.  On  the  Bench  he  filli  il  the  requirements  set  forth  by  an  emi- 
nent lega!  authority:  "The  judge  shniiKl  kiinw  nothing  of  the  parties  but 
their  names  upon  the  docket;  nothing  oi  the  cause  but  from  the  evidence; 
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nothing  of  the  results  and  consequences  but  the  judgment  which  the  taw 
pronounces."    He  had  the  patience  and  gravity  essential  to  the  adminis- 

tratton  of  justice.  He  was  never  hasty  in  his  conclusions,  was  always 
deliberate,  but  prompt  in  his  decisions,  and  they  were  very  rarely  reversed. 
Above  alt  integrity  was  his  portion  and  proper  virtue ;  and  hts  deportment 
on  the  Bench  was  such  as  to  promote  the  ends  of  justice  and  equity.  He 
possesses  few  of  the  gifts  of  the  orator,  but  all  the  characteristics  of  a  well 
informed  editor;  is  modest  in  demeanor  and  but  little  given  to  self  asser- 
tion ;  and  withal  is  a  {»entieman  of  elevated  character  and  unblemished 
reputation,  in  1859  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Adelia  Beecher  Tower, 
daughter  of  Rev.  Philo  Tower,  of  Rochester,  New  York,  a  young  lady  of 
rare  abilities  and  accomplishments,  who  has  always  been  his  coworlcer  in 
all  of  his  literary  labors  and  pursuits.  Both  of  her  parents  were  of  New 
England  origin.  Her  father  was  from  Massachusetts  and  her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Cynthia  Beecher,  was  bom  in  Connecticut,  and 
a  member  of  the  distinguished  Beecher  family.  They  have  two  sons, 
Robert  Beecher  Howell,  a  graduate  of  the  United  States  Naval  Academy 
at  Annapolis,  and  now  State  engineer  of  Nebraska  and  city  engineer  of 
Omaha  in  that  State;  and  Charles  Arthur  Howell,  a  graduate  of  the 
Literary  and  Law  Departments  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  at 
present  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  law  with  his  father  in  Detroit. 


EDWARD  W.  PENDLETON,  Detroit.  Mr.  Pendleton  was  bom  at 
Camden,  Maine,  May  1849.  His  father,  Georc^e  Pendkton,  was  a 
native  of  the  san.c  Stale.  He  is  of  EnCTH^h  de-crnt.  in  the  seventh  vene- 
ration from  Maj.  Brian  Pendleton,  ot  Pendleton,  Lancashire,  England. 
Major  Pendleton  was  bom  in  1599  and  married  in  1620.  His  son  James 
was  bora  in  1622  and  his  daughter  Mary  in  1626.  The  family  came  to 
America  in  1632  and  settled  in  Westport,  Massachusetts,  which  is  now  a 
suburb  of  Boston.  Maj.  Brian  Pendleton  therefore  became  the  founder  of 
the  famil}-  in  America.  Edward  VV.  Pendleton  is  descended  from  the 
Johnsons  and  J  i  uatiogtons  on  his  mother's  side.  His  mother  was  Susan 
W.  Johnson,  a  descendant  of  Edward  Johnson,  one  of  the  founders  of 
Wobum,  Massachusetts,  a  gentleman  of  literary  ability,  author  of  a  work 
well  known  among  the  students  of  Colonial  literature,  entitled  the  "Won- 
der-workin;^^  Providence  of  Zion's  Saviour  in  New  Enofland."  His 
mother's  mother  belonged  to  the  family  of  Huntington,  members  of  which 
were  conspicuous  in  colonial  times  for  their  ability  both  in  civil  and  mili- 
tary life.  Some  of  them  were  officers  in  the  Revolutionary  Army. 
Samuel  Huntington  was  governor  of  Connecticut,  President  of  the  Conti- 
nental  Congress  and  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  The 
early  education  of  Edward  W.  I'cndleton  was  received  at  Gorham 
Academy,  Maine,  and  afterwards  he  spent  two  years  as  a  student  at  fiow- 
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doin  College  in  the  same  State,  In  iS-o  he  e  ntered  thr  junior  class  of  the 
University  of  Michigan  and  was  gradu;itcd  with  tlic  degree  of  A.  B.  in 
1872,  He  engaged  for  a  time  in  teaciung,  as  superintendent  of  schools  at 
Owosso,  Michigan,  remaining  there  during  the  years  1873-4.  His  deci- 
sion had  been  formed  to  enter  the  profession  of  law  before  his  course  in 
the  University  was  begun,  and  from  this  time  forward  all  of  his  energies 
were  concentrated  in  the  furtherance  of  that  purpose.  After  leaving 
Owo^'^n  he  pursued  his  legal  studies  in  the  Law  School  of  the  University 
oi  Michigan  apd  made  his  final  preparation  for  practice  in  the  office  of 
Hon.  C.  I,  Walker,  of  Detroit.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1876  and 
immediately  thereafter  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Detroit 
where  he  has  remained  continuously.  During  this  entire  period  ho  has 
never  formed  a  hu^ine<"?  partnership,  but  by  his  own  natural  abilities, 
habits  of  ap[iliL.iii  >n  ami  aptness  for  the  law,  hai>  attained  a  high  rank 
among  the  solid  and  successful  lawyers  of  the  city.  The  larger  part  of 
his  practice  has  been  in  connection  with  corporations  and  in  chancery 
cases,  and  the  management  of  estates,  although  he  has  had  some  cases  of 
great  importance  in  general  practice.  One  of  these  was  an  extradition 
case  some  years  ago,  in  the  manaf^ement  of  which  he  was  obliged  to  make 
a  trip  to  England.  This  case  is  familiar  to  the  legal  profession  in  the 
State.  He  has  been  singularly  devoted  to  the  law  as  a  profession,  making 
it  his  chief  and  only  business.  He  was  bom  into  the  Republican  party 
and  confirmed  in  the  principles  advocated  by  that  party  by  inherited  con- 
victions and  education.  He  takes  a  keen  intf-n-st  in  the  promotion  of  the 
policies  promulgated  by  hi«  party  and  especially  that  of  a  protective  tariff. 
He  has  given  much  consideration  to  economic  questions  and  is  (irmly  con- 
vinced that  the  policy  of  protection  to  home  manufacturers  should  be  ad- 
hered to  in  this  country.  His  convictions  on  this  subject  have  been 
deepened  and  strengthened  by  personal  observation  and  information  gained 
in  foreign  travel.  As  an  Englishman  he  might  favor  the  abolition  of  cus- 
tom houses  in  thv  rjnifed  States,  but  as  an  American  citizen  he  would 
give  the  domestic  manufacturer  an  advant^e  iti  tliis  greatest  of  all  the 
markets  of  the  world  by  laying  a  protective  duty  upon  imports  which  may 
be  produced  at  home.  The  only  office  he  has  ever  held  is  that  of  a  water 
commissioner  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  to  which  he  \s  appointed  December 
4,  1894,  for  a  term  which  expires  May  1,  1899.  He  u  as  married  Novem- 
ber 26,  1 80;,  U)  Mary  E.  Leggett.  He  has  traveled  much  on  the  Conti- 
nent of  Europe  and  visited  England  several  times.  Some  of  Mr,  Pendle- 
ton's characteristics  may  be  briefly  summarized:  Learned  in  the  law, 
honorable  in  the  methods  of  his  practice,  trustworthy  in  his  statements  to 
the  courts,  polite  and  courteous  in  his  bearing  toward  members  of  the  Bar, 
he  commands  the  unqualified  respect  of  the  profession.  Genial:  trentle 
and  unpretentious  in  social  interrourse,  he  gains  the  confidence  and  h.>lds 
the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  The  dignity  ui  his 
character  and  the  breadth  of  his  acquirements  contribute  to  render  him  a 
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most  valuable  companion.  With  a  mind  capable  of  original  thought  and 
refined  by  the  influences  of  reading  and  travel  he  is  prepared  at  all  times 
to  lend  a  fascinating  presence  to  the  most  cultured  social  circle.  One  of 
the  able  and  distinguished  members  of  the  Bar  of  Detroit  contributes  this 

estimate : 

*'  Mr.  Pendleton  is  a  scholarly  lawyer,  ol  excellent  ability  and  ^uud 
judgment,  liberalized  and  cultured  b)*  wide  reading  and  much  travel.  A 
high-minded  gentleman  of  purest  character,  he  has,  in  a  quiet  and  unassum- 
ing way,  befriended  many  a  struggling  young  professional  bro^lior.  Of  a 
happy  and  sunny  disposition,  he  is  a  warm  and  steadfast  friend,  auci  a 
lenient  enemy.  Every  inch  a  gentleman,  by  birth  and  education,  with  all 
the  sterling  characteristics  of  his  rurit.in  ancestr>',  he  is  like  a  blnck  of  his 
native  New  England  granite,  poUshed  outwardly,  and  inwardly  sound, 
sturdy  and  strong." 


RALPH  PHELPS,  Jr.,  Detroit.    Mr.  Phelps  is  a  native  of  the  city  in 

which  he  ha?  led  ^uch  nn  honorable  career,  and  here  he  has  advanced  well 
to  the  front  in  his  clioscn  yirofcssii >ii,  the  law.  His  family  reaches  back  to 
the  era  of  the  Revolution,  and  lie  reflects  iio  discredit  upon  his  distin- 
guished progenitors.  Mr.  Phelps  received  his  education  in  the  Detroit 
public  schools,  whose  course  of  instruction  he  fully  completed.  He  grad- 
uated from  the  Law  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  in  March, 
1879,  before  he  had  reached  his  twenty-first  birthr1a\  .  having  been  born 
November  14,  1859.  He  located  in  Detroit,  opened  In  ^  (iffu  c,  and  at 
once  entered  upon  a  very  flattering  practice.  His  brilliant  qualities  soon 
attracted  the  public  and  his  services  were  solicited  for  the  general  good 
of  the  city  in  the  local  legislature.  In  1883  he  was  elected  to  the  upper 
house  of  the  common  council,  and  two  years  afterwards  was  unanimously 
elected  president  of  that  body.  Here  he  bore  himself  so  well  and  met 
the  requirements  of  the  position  -^o  sati'^factorily  that  he  won  a  host  of 
friends,  whose  warm  admiration  he  has  always  retained.  Uwmg  to  sick- 
ness which  prevented  Mayor  Chamberlain  from  giving  his  continuous 
attention  to  official  duties,  Mr.  Phelps  acted  as  Mayor  pro  tern.  During 
this  time  the  question  of  a  new  post-office  building  came  up  for  consid- 
eration and  the  people  of  Detroit  were  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the  insig- 
nificant structure  proposed  in  the  first  plans  submitted  to  their  inspection, 
riiis  di■^^ati^f,^ction  extended  not  only  to  the  building;  itself,  but  to  the 
size  of  the  site  on  which  its  erection  was  proposed.  Feeling  that  the  good 
of  the  city  required  public  action,  acting- Mayor  Phelps  called  a  meeting 
of  the  citizens  to  inake  such  expression  of  public  sentiment  as  they  might 
deem  wise.  This  gathering  selected  a  committee  of  ten  prominent  citizens, 
among  whom  was  Mr.  Phelps  to  proceed  to  Washington  and  there  secure 
such  modification  of  Congressional  action  as  might  accord  wiili  the  dii;;nity, 
beauty  and  business  importance  of  the  city.    Their  labors  were  effec- 
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tive.  not  only  in  the  drawing  of  new  plans  and  the  selection  of  an  enlarged 
locHlion,  but  in  an  increase  of  the  appropriation.  Hns  was  in  a  very 
great  degree  the  result  of  the  earnest  appeals  and  strong  presentation  of 
the  case  made  by  the  committee.  This  does  not  exhaust  the  story  of  his 
political  services.  In  1886  be  was  elected  treasurer  of  Wayne  county  by  a 
handsome  majority,  and  two  years  later  s<*ctirLd  his  n  -clertion  by  the 
laro-cst  majority  of  any  one  of  the  canditlaies.  He  was  appointed  assis- 
tant inspector  general  on  the  staff  of  Governor  VVinans.  In  the  county, 
as  in  the  city,  he  is  deservedly  popular.  In  1890  he  was  employed  by 
brewing  companies  of  Detroit  to  manage  the  disposal  of  their  extensive 
interests  to  an  English  syndicate,  and  in  the  course  of  these  delicate  ncgo- 
ttations  he  was  called  to  London.  He  is  now  in  the  management  of  the 
consolidated  breweries,  known  as  the  Gcbel  Brewmg  Company,  both  as 
director  and  attorney.  He  is  also  largely  interested  in  the  Detroit  Elec- 
tric Light  and  Power  Company,  also  vice-president  of  the  American  Injec- 
tor Co.  and  is  widely  recc^ized  as  a  keen  and  capable  business  man.  He 
is  a  shrewd  financier  and  his  management  of  his  father's  e.Ktenslve  busi- 
ness intere<3ts  from  boyhood  has  been  a  good  school.  He  is  interested  in 
anythmg  that  conserves  the  public  good  and  enterprises  of  general  utility 
may  rely  upon  him  as  a  firm  and  active  supporter.  Mr.  Phelps  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Detroit  Commandery  No.  i,  K.  T.,  Michigan  Consistory,  A.  &  A.  S. 
R.  32,  and  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Elks.  He 
belongs  to  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  is  an  active 
dub  member  in  several  of  the  most  prominent  organizations  of  the  city. 


FTRANCIS  G.  RUSSELL,  Detroit.  Francis  Granger  Russell  v.m  horn 
on  the  Grand  River  road,  on  the  Huron  river  and  in  the  midst  of  the  beau- 
tiful lakes  of  Green  Oak  township,  Livingston  county,  Michigan,  April  16, 
1837.  His  father,  William  S.,  was  bom  in  Massachusetts,  and  his  mother, 
Jane  A.  Knox,  in  Vermont,  they  were  married  in  Riga,  Monroe  county. 
New  York,  in  the  spring  of  1834,  and  moved  thence  by  ox-team  and  cov- 
ered wagon  through  Canada,  along  the  Indian  trail,  from  Detroit  to  their 
wilderness  farm  in  Green  Oak,  His  father  was  of  English  nnd  his  mother 
of  Scotch  descent,  both  representing  that  sturdy  pioneer  veutuie,  integrity 
and  industry,  that  have  contributed  so  largely  to  the  clearing  up  of  a  great 
country  and  the  building  of  a  great  nation.  His  mother,  from  care  and 
overwork,  died  in  1850,  and  his  father  in  1870,  leaving  five  children,  to-wit: 
The  subject  of  this  sketch :  l^c  Witt  Clinton,  who  was  a  promising  young 
man  and  gave  his  life  to  his  country  Dec,  3,  tB6i,  as  corporal  in  Company 
I,  Fifth  Michigan  Infantry,  in  the  War  ot  the  Rebellion ;  William  Henry 
Harrison,  who  was  a  member  of  Company  H,  First  Michigan  Three 
Months*  Volunteers,  participating  in  the  first  BuU  Run  battle,  a  graduate 
of  the.  Law  Department  of  the  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  a  fine  lawyer 
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and  brilliant  orator,  who  attracted  high  consideration  at  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, Nf:vv  York  City  and  Iletroit.  and  who  pa'^sed  away  in  his  prime  at 
the  country  resort  of  liis  brother  at  Island  Lake,  near  the  old  homestead, 
July  3 i,  1895  ;  Mrs.  Miriam  H.  Brooks,  of  Grand  Rapids,  and  Mrs.  Helen 
Ulrich,  of  Chicago.  F.  G.  Russell  was  brought  up  on  the  farm,  attending 
the  district  schools  during  the  winter  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he 
entered  the  State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  the  spring  of  1858.  havincy  taken  full  courses  in  Latin,  French  and  Ger- 
man. In  tht:  tollowing  November  he  became  principal  of  the  Middletown 
union  school  at  Lansing,  which,  under  his  management,  grew  from  a  mem- 
bership of  fifty  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  in  the  spring  of  l$6i :  he  then 
resigned,  having  accepted  appointment  to  the  Census  Division  of  the  Inte- 
rior Department  at  Washington,  arrivinr,  there  the  day  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter.  He  was  soon  promoted 
to  the  position  nl  examiner  of  pension  claims,  but  resigned  July  I,  1864, 
satisfied  that  routine  department  work  was  of  no  further  account  to  him. 
He  then  came  to  Detroit  and  entered  upon  the  prosecution  of  military  claims 
against  the  Government,  soon  becoming  very  successful.  In  the  spring  of 
1865  he  vas  appointed  the  first  secretary  of  the  metropoUtan  police  depart- 
ment, and  had  much  to  do  with  launching  and  organizing  that  important 
branch  of  the  city  government,  lie  resigned  in  the  spring  uf  i866  and 
went  to  the  old  homestead  to  care  for  his  enfeebled  father.  He  returned 
to  Detroit  in  November,  1867,  studied  law  with  Hon.  A.  W.  Buhl,  one  of 
the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State,  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  fall  of  1868, 
upon  rigid  examination  before  the  Supreme  Court,  and  shortly  afterwards 
became  secretary  to  Governor  Baldwin  —  so  acting  during  his  two  terms. 
In  1872  he  was  elected  city  attorney,  and  re-elected  in  1874.  He  was 
alderman  from  1878  to  1880,  and  then  was  again  elected  city  attorney, 
making  in  all  six  years  of  service  in  that  position.  As  such  officer  and  as 
alderman  he  was  very  energetic  in  most  municipal  affairs,  and  especially  so 
in  securing  the  purchase  of  Belle  Isle  for  park  purposes  and  ?ett!in<i  the 
status  of  Washintj^ton,  Madison  and  other  wide  avenues  as  to  boundary 
lines  and  improvements.  Upon  the  enactment  of  the  National  Bankruptcy 
Law,  in  1867,  he  at  once  and  naturally  became  an  active  participant  in  its 
execution  in  the  capacity  of  assignee,  having  handled  over  one  hundred 
cases.  From  that  time  to  the  present  his  main  professional  work  has  been 
of  a  trust  nature,  as  receiver,  trustee,  executor,  administrator,  etc.,  in  all 
the  courts.  Man}'  cases  handled  by  Jnm  h.nve  been  complicated,  of  great 
importance  and  involving  jmillions  of  dollars,  i-lc  has  never  paid  a  dollar 
for  the  signing  of  his  bond,  and  no  charge  has  ever  been  made  of  negli- 
gence or  unfaithfubess  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  American  and  the  Detroit  Bar  Association,  but  of  no  other  society  or 
club.  In  politic'-  he  is  a  RepubHcan.  He  ha^^  :i  fine  miscdlancous  and 
law  library,  is  familiar  with  all  portions  of  his  country,  is  a  great  reader,  a 
careful  observer,  and  is  vigorous  and  independent  in  the  expression  of  his 
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(jpinioii;  ami  trom  ihc  I'orcj^oing  it  will  be  seen  that  his  hfc  has  been  veiy 
busy  and  useiui.  Mr.  Russell  was  iiiarried  September  10,  1863,  to  Miss 
Helen  Edwards,  of  Medina,  New  York,  a  niece  of  ex-Congressman  Bur- 
rows. She  was  a  very  bright,  refined  woman  and  a  devoted  mother.  She 
died  May  3, 1890.  The  issue  of  this  marriage  was  three  sons  and  a  daugh- 
ter, to-wit:  Chntoii  W.,  of  Staten  Island,  New  York,  a  superior  desijyner 
and  mechanical  draitsnjan;  Mrs.  Lela  Harrah,  wife  of  C.  W.  Harrah,  a 
thrifty  real  estate  dealer  of  Detroit ;  Walter  Knox,  a  boy  of  great  promise, 
who  died  in  1883,  and  Frank  P.,  a  lawyer  and  real  estate  dealer  of  Detroit. 


ALBERT  H.  WILKINSON,  Detroit.  AUk  rt  Hamilton  Wilkinson  was 
born  at  Novi,  Michigan,  November  19,  1834.  He  is  of  German-English 
extraction.  His  father,  James  Wilkinson,  a  native  of  Jefferson  countjr, 
New  York,  was  of  English  descent.  His  mother,  Elizabeth  Yerkes, 
whose  ancestors  came  to  America  durinff  the  Colonial  period,  was  of  Ger- 
man descent.  His  parents  settled  as  pioneers  in  the  Territory  of  Michit;  in 
in  1^25,  on  a  tract  of  land  in  Oakland  county,  purchased  from  the  Govern- 
ment. They  both  lived  in  the  farm  home  on  this  land  until  death.  Albert 
H.  was  one  of  the  six  children  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Yerkes  Wilkinson. 
He  was  brought  up  in  the  country  and  trained  to  work  on  the  farm.  His 
education  was  rather  frafTmentar}'  in  the  method  of  obtaining  it,  but 
finally  well  rounded  and  complete.  He  first  attended  the  district  school 
and  from  there  went  to  the  Cochrane  Academy,  at  Northville.  After  that 
he  taught  a  winter  in  the  country  before  entering  the  State  Normal  School 
at  Ypsilanti,  at  the  time  of  its  opening  in  1853.  Remaining  less  than  two 
years  in  the  Normal,  he  left  to  take  charge  of  the  union  f^raded  school  at 
Centervillo,  St.  Joseph  county,  principal.  He  had  not  yet  definitely 
decided  upon  the  proiession  wlxich  should  employ  his  energies  during  life,  but 
had  determined  to  enlai^e  the  scope  of  his  education.  So,  after  teaching  half 
a  year  in  the  union  school,  he  entered  Rufus  Nutting's  private  academy  at 
Lodi  Plains,  where  he  was  prepared  for  admission  to  college.  In  1855  he 
entered  the  freshman  class  of  the  University  of  Michigan  and  pursued  the 
res^idar  classical  course  to  graduation.  Afterwards  he  spent  a  year  in  the 
Law  Department  of  the  University,  and  then  read  iaw  in  the  office  and 
under  the  instruction  of  Judge  Crofoot,  at  Pontiac.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  in  June,  i860.  His  first  partnership,  formed  immediately  after 
his  ailiTiission  to  the  Bar,  was  with  Henry  M.  Look;  his  second  with  Oscar 
F.  Wisncr,  at  Pontiac.  In  1861  he  located  in  Detroit  and  formed  a  part- 
nership with  W.  P.  Yerkes,  which  existed  five  yv,ir<.  In  [<S()6  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  Hoyt  Post,  under  the  style  of  Wilkinson  ik  Post,  which 
continued  seven  years.  On  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Post  from  the  firm  Mr. 
Wilkinson  admitted  his  brother,  C.  M.  Wilkinson,  to  a  partnership  and  the 
brothers  continued  to  practice  in  this  relation  for  three  years.    In  1877 
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Mr.  Post  became  associated  with  them  and  the  three  remained  together 
until  1884.  His  brother  then  retired  and  Wilkinson  &  Post  have  composed 
a  legal  firm  from  that  time  until  the  present.  Mr.  Wilkinson  was  a 
successful  lawyer  in  general  practice,  building  up  a  lai^  and  profitable 
bushicss,  so  that  he  has  been  able  during  the  later  years  to  exercise  his 
own  preference  in  the  class  of  business  taken.  During  this  time  he  has 
been  employed  chiefly  in  the  management  and  settlement  of  hrc^c  estates, 
a  business  both  congenial  and  profitable.  He  has  been  wedded  lo  ihc  law 
tl.unng.the  entire  period  covered  by  his  practice;  has  had  no  political 
ambitions  or  other  aspirations  to  divert  attention  from  his  profession.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but  has  never  sought  or  held  a  political  ofTice. 
As  one  of  the  recoj^nized  duties  of  citizenship,  he  served  as  a  member  of 
the  board  ot  education  ut  Detroit  for  some  time  and  was  Judge  of  Probate 
for  a  term  of  four  years,  beginning  in  1873.  He  lias  given  some  time  to 
business  affairs;  was  one  of  the  oi^anizers  of  the  Michigan  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Company,  the  Michigan  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company, 
and  the  Michigan  Savings  Bank;  has  served  as  director  in  all  of  these 
corporations  except  the  Bank,  and  also  held  the  relation  of  counsel  to  each 
of  them.  Early  in  life  he  protessed  Christianity  and  united  witli  the 
Baptist  Church.  His  membership  is  in  the  first  Baptist  Church  of  Detroit, 
of  which  he  has  long  been  a  trustee  and  deacon.  He  has  been  a  working 
member,  influential  in  promoting  the  cause  of  Christianity.  He  has  served 
superintendent  of  the  P'irst  Baptist  Sunday  School  and  the  Clinton 
Aviiiuc:  Mission.  He  was  one  of  the  promoters  and  orj^anirers  of  the 
Detroit  Baptist  Social  Union,  of  which  he  was  the  first  president.  Mr. 
Wilkinson  has  established  a  reputation  in  the  community  as  a  careful,  con- 
scientious lawyer,  a  progressive  citizen,  an  honorable  gentleman  and  a 
devoted  christian.  He  enjoys  the  esteem  and  regard  of  his  neighbors  and 
the  community  generally,  because  of  the  estimable  traits  of  his  character 
and  the  faithfulness  with  which  he  has  discharged  the  trusts  and  responsi- 
bilities which  have  come  to  him.  July  4,  1859,  he  was  marned  to  Elvira 
M.  Allen,  who  was  educated  for  a  teacher  and  graduated  from  the  State 
Normal  School  in  the  class  of  1858.  Their  only  son,  Ralph  B.,  is  a 
practising  lawyer  in  Detroit. 


CHARLES  W.  CASGRAIN,  Detroit.  Mr.  Casgrain  was  born  at  Sandwich, 
Ontario,  Canada,  on  May  24,  1859.    His  father.  Dr.  Charles  E,  Casgrain, 

of  Windsor.  Ontario,  is  a  Senator  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  He  was 
at  one  time  a  resident  of  Detroit,  and  in  practice  there  as  a  physician. 
His  mother  was  Charlotte  Chase,  daughter  of  Thomas  Chase  and  Cathe- 
rine Caroline  Adehiide  Bailie  de  Messein,  both  well  known  to  all  old  resi- 
dents of  Detroit,  so  that  although  Mr.  Casgrain  was  born  on  Canadian 
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soil  and  his  father  is  an  honored  citizen  of  the  Dominion,  he  is  to  all 
intents  and  pnrposes  a  native  American  in  thought,  habit  :uid  instinct. 
On  the  side  of  his  father  he  is  descended  from  a  long  line  of  ancestors  dis- 
tinguished for  their  services  to  their  native  France  and  their  adopted 
country,  Canada,  upon  the  field  of  battle,  in  civil  station,  in  legislative 
service  and  in  professional  callings.  Jean  Baptiste  Casgrain,  of  Poitou, 
France,  distinguished  himself  at  the  battle  of  Fontenoy,  and  after  retiring 
from  the  army,  covered  with  the  scars  of  hard-fouf^ht  victories,  he  came 
to  the  new  France  in  1756,  settled  in  Quebec,  and  w  as  the  founder  of  .the 
family  in  America.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Hon.  Charles  £. 
Casgrain,  represented  his  county  in  the  Legislature  of  Quebec  Province  in 
1830-34,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  special  council  instituted  to  admin- 
i?;ter  the  affairs  of  the  province  durin;:;  a  most  tryini"  and  critical  stnc^e, 
when  the  constitntimi  \va>  '^n^nendrtl  bv  the  British  I'arlianv.-nt .  (  )t  his 
sons  the  eldest,  Hon.  Charles  Euscbc,  entered  the  ranks  of  the  medical 
profession ;  another,  Henri  Raymond,  the  priesthood,  being  the  author  of 
several  works  which  have  given  him  rank  among  the  most  brilliant  of 
French  prose  writers  of  his  time.  His  last  book,  "  An  Historical  Study 
on  the  Arcadians, "  has  been  crowned  by  the  French  Academy.  A  third 
son,  i^hillip  Baby,  has  long  rcprc-setited  a  constituency  in  the  Dominion 
Parliamcul  from  Quebec  Province,  and  is  also  a  writer  of  great  ability. 
The  paternal  grandmother  of  our  subject  was  descended  from  Jaques  Baby 
de  Rouville,  whose  descendants  settled  in  Canada  and  in  Detroit  in  the 
last  years  of  the  French  domination.  The  family  is  one  of  much  influence 
and  distinction  in  Canada,  Hon.  James  Baby,  of  Qu -l^cc  Province,  being  a 
member  of  Parliament,  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  and  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals.  Dr.  Charles  £.  Casgrain,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  gradu- 
ated at  McGill  University,  Montreal,  and  settled  in  Detroit  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  While  a  resident  there  he  was  married  in  185 1  to  Miss 
Charlotte  Chase.  He  finally  decided  to  settle  in  Sandwich,  on  the  Cana- 
dian side,  and  met  with  remarkable  success  In  his  profession  and  in  his 
desire  to  serve  the  people  whom  he  loved  so  well.  He  has  been  honored 
with  the  life  appointment  of  Senator  of  the  Dominion,  and  does  honor  to 
the  office  in  the  able  discharge  of  its  duties.  He  was  the  first  French 
Canadian  raised  to  that  important  position  from  the  British  Province  of 
Ontario.  He  has  also  been  made  a  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  Holy  Sep- 
ulchcr  by  His  Holiness  Leo  XH!,  In  the  ui.LUnial  branch  of  Mr.  Ca-Tnain's 
family  Thomas  Cliase  was  a  prominent  merchant,  settling  in  Detroit  dur- 
ing the  territory.  He  enjoyed  the  friendship  and  confidence  of  Governor 
Mason  and  his  successors.  His  wife  was  an  able  coadjutor  in  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  noted  men  of  the  day  who  assembled  in  Detroit.  She 
was  ri  most  gifted  woman  of  queenly  deportment  and  great  beanty,  and 
contributed  largely  to  the  building  up  of  the  educational  and  ch arcli  inter- 
ests of  tlie  city,  giving  of  her  time  and  money  to  found  charities  that 
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endure  to  this  day.    This  lady,  Mrs.  Caroline  Adelaide  Bailie  dc  Messein, 
died  at  Windsor  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  M^;.  Dr  Cliarles  R.  Cas- 
grain,  in  188;?,,  July  30,  maintaining  even  to  the  la-^t  .1  charm  and  fas- 
cination in  her  relations  to  those  about  lier.    A  brother  ot  Mrs.  Chase 
was  a  noted  lawyer.    He  was  Sir  Andrew  Steuart^  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  at  Quebec,  Canada.    Heredity  of  intelligence 
is  an  heirloom  of  which  any  one  n»ay  be  proud,  and  Mr.  CharU  s  W. 
Ca^[rain  has  in  the  ancestry  of  both  paternal  and  maternal  liiuv^  \hc 
names  of  many  honored  by  useful  service  in  the  annals  of  their  conn- 
try.    Educated  under  the  careful  guidance  of  his  father  in  Assumption 
College  at  Sandwich,  from  which  he  was  graduated,  he  entered  upon  the 
study  of  law,  which  he  had  determined,  at  an  early  day,  to  make  his 
life  work.    Coming  to  Detroit  he  entered  the  office  of  Don  M.  Dick- 
inson in  1879,  1883  he  was  examined  by  the  Ciri  uit  Court  of 
Wayrre  county  and  admitted  to  practice,  but  remained  with  Mr.  Dick- 
inson for  some  two  years.    In  1885  he  opened  an  office,  and  has  since 
been  an  active  practitioner  of  his  profession.    Mr.  Casgrain  has  always 
taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  his  country.    An  ardent 
Democrat,  he  has  given  of  his  time  and  money  to  enhance  the  success 
of  the  principles  he  rspouscd.    Never  an  ofTice  •meeker,  he  wrt?  called  to 
cr-rvc  his  party  as  their  candidate  for  city  attorney  in  1S88  9,  and  during 
his  term  of  ofBce  had  in  charge  much  important  litigation  involving  the 
validity  of  city  ordinances.    Important  street  opening  cases,  and  in  The 
case  of  the  common  council  of  the  City  v.  Theo.  Rents  et  ah,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  validity  of  the  law  passed  by  a  Democratic  Legislature  taxing 
mortj^ajTpq  was  finally  established ;  the  rij^ht  of  the  city  to  regulate  the 
weight  of  !)read  offered  for  sale  and   to  enforce  the  smoke  ordinances 
were  successfully  contested  and  maintained  by  Mr.  Casgrain.     He  was  for 
four  years,  from  1888  to  1892,  the  chairman  of  the  Congressional  Demo- 
cratic Committee  for  the  First  Congressional  District,  and  while  in  this 
position  the  district  was  represented  in  the  Cnnt^ress  by  a  Democrat. 
Pursuant  to  a  concurrent  resolution  passed  by  the  I .egislatiirr  of  189I, 
he  was  appniiUcd  by  (Juvcrnor  VVinans  one  of  the  commissioners  for  the 
State  ot  Michigan  for  the  promotion  of  uniformity  of  legislation  in  the 
United  States.    In  1892  he  was  a  delegate  from  his  district  to  the 
Democratic  National  Convention  at  Chicago  which  nominated  Mr.  Cleve- 
land.   He  has  been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  since  1885  and, 
aside  from  the  city  attorneyship  held  in  1888  and  1889.  he  has  given  his 
entire  time  to  his  profession  in  which  he  has  met  with  enviable  success. 
Mr.  Casgrain  has  been  engaged  in  many  important  cases,  and  for  a  young 
man  his  name  appears  frequently  on  the  records  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
Amongst  other  cases  in  which  he  was  of  counsel  that  of  Louis  George  vs. 
City  of  Wyandotte  and  the  Western  Electric  Company  involving;  the  right 
of  a  municipalitv  to  estabh"sh  electric  lighting  plants  was  one  of  impor- 
tance, being  the  tirst  of  the  kind  brought  to  settle   the  law  in  that 
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regard.    Mr.    Castrrain   married   in   February.  Miss  Aniii.-  ii.iin- 

mond,  the  accomplished  daughter  of  Mr.  George  H.  Hammond,  of 
Detroit.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Casgrain  are  members  of  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic Church. 


BY1RON  S.  WAH  E.  Detroit.  Byron  Sylvester  Waite  was  born  at  Pen- 
field,  Monroe  county,  New  York,  September  27,  1852.  His  father,  Elihu 
Waite,  was  also  a  native  of  Penfield.  His  grandfather,  Elihu  Waite,  was 
born  in  Wakeley,  Franklin  county,  Massachusetts,  and  removed  to  New 

York  in  early  life.  His  ancestors  farther  back  in  the  line  are  English, 
whnsf  descendant-;  settled  in  Massachusetts  during  the  colonial  period. 
His  mother,  Elizabeth  Tarbell,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  of  New  Eng- 
land ancestry.  The  name  has  a  Puritan  ring.  The  family  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  the  spring  of  1856  and  settled  in  Tyrone,  Livingston  county,  \  1u  r 
Byron  S.,  who  had  not  yet  reached  the  age  of  four  years,  grev-  to  ni mhoo  1, 
employed  in  the  industrials  of  the  farm  and  in  attendance  at  the  public 
schools.  He  attended  the  high  school  at  henton  and  was  graduated  from 
the  Baptist  Seminary  in  the  same  place,  when  little  more  than  eighteen 
years  of  age.  For  the  next  two  years  he  held  the  position  of  principal  of 
public  schools  at  Rochester,  Michigan,  appropriating  the  salary  to  defray 
his  expenses  incident  to  a  course  in  cnlU-'n?  He  entered  the  Literary 
Department  of  the  University  of  Miihi;.';an  in  \'Sj(->  iiu?  was  ;:jraduated  in 
June,  itJSo,  with  the  degree.  Bachelor  of  Letters.  Whiie  pursuing  his 
studies  in  the  college  classes  he  was  also  attending  lectures  in  the  Law 
School  and  reading  the  text  books  prescribed  for  the  law  course.  He  was 
in  this  way  qualified  for  practice,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  the  State 
at  Ann  Arbor  in  the  fall  of  1879.  The  year  immediately  following  his 
'I'raduatlon  was  occupied  with  clerical  duties  in  the  department  of  public 
instruction  at  Lansing.     In  September,  he  settled  down  to  the 

practice  of  law  at  Ann  Arbor,  as  junior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Cramer,  Cor- 
bin  &  Waite.  This  partnership  was  terminated  at  the  end  of  one  year  by 
the  removal  of  Mr.  Waite  to  Menominee,  where  he  at  once  became  asso- 
ciated in  j^artnership  with  A.  L.  Sawyer,  under  the  style  of  Sawyer  & 
Waite.  1 'lis  association  was  continued  for  thirteen  years,  until  August, 
1895,  when  Mr.  Waite  settled  in  Detroit.  Soon  afterwards  he  accepted 
the  office  of  assistant  prosecuting  attorney  for  the  county  ol  Wayne,  which 
was  tendered  on  his  removal  to  the  metropolis  of  Michigan.  In  this  posi- 
tion he  has  served  the  State  and  the  people  with  scrupulous  fidelity  and 
commendable  zeal.  His  p:e'ieral  practice  of  fifteen  years  had  given  htm 
a  breadth  of  qualification  unustjal  in  one  appomted  to  that  office.  Messrs. 
Sawyer  &  Waite  enjoyed  the  largest  and  most  lucrative  business  of  any 
law  firm  in  Menominee.  Among  the  most  important  cases  conducted  by 
them  in  the  nisi  prius  and  Supreme  Courts  was  "  The  Blodgett  &  Davis 
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Lumber  Company  vs.  Peters  et  al."^ — -(87  Michtjjan.  p.  408).  It  estab- 
lished the  riparian  law  on  the  great  lakes  and  affected  the  rights  of  many 
land  holders.  Politically  Mr.  Watte  is  a  Republican.  He  has  taken  a 
lively  interest  and  a  prominent  part  in  local  and  State  politics.  In  1884-S 
be  was  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  and  United  States  Commissioner  at 
Menominee.  In  i888  he  was  elected  to  the  State  I^cgislaturt:  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  Menominee  ronnty.  His  ability,  political  sagacity  and  readi- 
ness in  debate  cj'ave  him  prominence  in  the  discussions  and  influence  in  -the 
transactions  of  that  body.  He  was  chairman  of  tiic  committee  on  elections 
and  a  member  of  the  judiciary  committee  and  the  committee  on  the 
University  of  Michigan.  In  1894  he  was  re-elected  and  during  his  second 
term  was  chairman  of  the  University  committee  and  also  chairman  of  the 
cnmrnittee  on  municipal  le-ji-^latioii,  whose  mast  Importanf  work  i-i  appar- 
ent in  the  revision  of  the  municip^d  hiws  of  vhe  State,  He  won  genuine 
popularity  and  the  title  of  leadership  in  the  Legislature.  Jn  recognition  of 
his  public  services  he  was  the  recipient  of  a  beautiful  testimonial  at  the 
close  of  his  second  term.  This  was  in  the  form  of  a  very  valuable  silver 
service,  presented  by  fellow  members  and  citizens.  He  is  a  patron  of  Fi  ee 
Masonry,  with  which  he  is  prominently  afiFiliated.  He  has  held  the  ofifice 
oi  Eminent  Commander  nf  Menominee  Commandery.  No.  35  K.  T.,  and 
by  virtue  of  that  office  has  membership  in  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Michigan.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  and  of  the  Order  of 
Elks.  He  was  married  .January  2,  1 881,  to  Mtss  Ismene  Cramer,  daughter 
of  Dcnsmorc  and  Catherine  Cramer,  of  Ann  Ar]>  r^  The  union  is  bonded 
by  six  children,  four  hoys  and  two  ^\rU.  A  well  known  indt^e,  whose 
name  f  uaiiiar  to  the  profession  throughout  the  state,  contributes  the 
following  estimate:  "  Byron  S.  Waite  is  considered  one  of  the  brightest 
lawyers  that  ever  practised  in  the  Northern  Peninsula.  He  has  a  clear 
mind  and  is  very  effective  in  addressing  a  jury.  The  same  qualities  that 
made  him  a  leader  in  the  L^slature  characterized  him  in  his  law  practice. 
As  a  citizf-n  he  is  public-spirited,  an<l  while  nt  Menominee  wa«:  constantly 
endeavoring  to  advance  the  interests  of  that  city.  Socially  he  is  affable 
and  genial  to  all." 


ALVAH  L.  SAWYER,  Menominee.  Among  all  the  men  and  influences 
that  have  contributed  to  the  development  of  the  resources  of  the  west,  and 
the  establishment  of  its  people  upon  a  basis  of  sound  morality  and  liberal 
education,  the  most  potent  is  that  current  composed  of  brawn  and  brain, 
morality,  thrift  and  culture  which  has  flowed  out  from  New  Kn^land.  Its 
influence  has  been  powerful  in  Wisr<^nsin,  Illinois  and  Michigan.  The 
Sawyer  family  Inid  it-;  nativity  in  old  I'lnyiand.  The  first  American  n^pre- 
sentative  of  it  came  from  Birmingham  in  1648  and  settled  in  Massachu- 
setts.   From  that  beginning  the  family  branches  extended  into  other  New 
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England  States  and  thence  to  the  west.    The  particular  branch  of  the 

family  to  which  our  subject  belongs  settled  early  in  Haverhill,  New  Hamp- 
shire. Hiram  Sawyer,  one  of  the  descendants,  came  with  his  wife  and 
family  to  Wisconsin  in  1848.  He  was  a  farmer  and  followed  that  vocatiua 
durti^  life.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than  average  ability,  prominent  in 
social  and  political  affairs  of  his  neighborhood.  He  was  selected  for 
different  local  otfi cc^  of  trust,  and  in  \9.66  was  a  member  of  the  Wisconsin 
Legislature.  A-  a  patron  nf  pdi:c^tirin  he  was  instrumental  in  raising  the 
Standard  oi  the  public  schools  of  his  community  and  the  btatc.  lie  died 
at  his  farm  home  in  1888.  In  early  life  he  had  married  Barbara  A.  Wilson, 
a  native  of  New  Hampshire  and  member  of  an  old  and  highly  esteemed 
New  England  family,  many  of  whose  members  were  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  State.  She  was  the  worthy  companion  of  her  husband  in  all  of 
his  pioneer  labor*;  and  m!CCC'*«'?,  and  i"  stili  living  on  the  old  farm  in  Wis- 
consin. They  had  an  oid-fashioned  family  of  twelve  children,  nine  of 
whom,  five  boys  and  four  girls,  are  still  living.  The  eldest  son,  H.  W. 
Sawyer,  is  a  prominent  lawyer  at  Hartford,  Wisconsin,  who  has  held  the 
office  of  county  judge  for  sixteen  years.  Two  of  the  sons  are  dru^ists 
and  one  h  a  merchant.  Alvah  L.  Sawyer,  of  Menominee,  was  the  fourth 
son  of  Hiram  and  Barbara  Wilson  Sawyer.  He  attended  the  district 
school  and  worked  on  the  farm  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  liieti  attended 
Wayland  Institute  at  Beaver  Dam,  Wisconsin,  for  two  terms.  This  was 
the  extent  of  his  academic  education,  except  that  it  was  broadened  ajid 
rendered  more  practical  by  teaching  for  a  year  after  leaving  the  institute. 
He  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  his  brother  in  Hartford,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  that  place  in  November,  1877.  His  examina- 
tion was  by  Judge  D.  J.  Pulling,  whose  record  for  speed  in  the  trial  of 
causes  and  in  the  small  number  of  cases  reversed  by  the  Supreme  Court 
excelled  that  of  any  judge  in  the  State.  Mr.  Sawyer  remained  with  his 
brother,  engaged  in  the  practice,  for  a  year  after  his  admission  to  the  Bar 
and  then,  in  1878,  settled  in  Menominee,  Michic^an.  For  more  than 
eighteen  years  he  has  resided  and  practised  law  in  that  place.  His  business 
has  always  been  of  a  general  character,  and  his  practice  was  conducted 
alone  until  1882,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Byron  S.  Waite.  For 
eleven  years  thereafter  the  firm  was  Sawyer  &  Waite.  In  1893  W,  F. 
Waite  was  admitted  to  the  partner^;hip,  and  the  firm  name  was  changed  to 
Sawyer,  Waite  &  Waite.  In  1S05  Byron  S.  Wnite  removed  to  Detroit, 
and  since  that  time  the  style  of  the  lirm  has  been  Sawyer  &  Waite.  Among 
the  important  cases  managed  by  this  firm  was  that  of  Peters  &  Morrison 
vs.  The  Blodgett  &  Davis  Lumber  Company,  in  which  they  were  attomejrs 
for  the  defendant.  In  this  case  they  succeeded  in  establishing  a  point  not 
theretofore  clearly  defined  by  law  in  rej:^ard  to  riparian  rights  on  the  great 
:  ikr<.  Idle  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan  adopted  their  view  and  declared 
the  law.  Another  case  was  that  of  Beyer  vs.  Ramsay  &c  Jones.  It  involved 
the  location  and  establishment  of  government  lines  in  case  of  trespass. 
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This  of  course  was  tried  in  the  United  Slates  court.  Mr.  Sawyer  has 
always  hvcn  a  Democrat,  but  never  an  office  seeker.  When  the  town  of 
Menominee  was  incorporated  as  a  city  he  was  elected  the  first  city  attor- 
ney, and  held  the  office  five  years.  He  has  always  manifested  an  interest 
in  the  subject  of  education,  and  his  activities  have  been  exerted  for  the 
promotion  of  popular  education.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  school 
board  for  several  years.  At  different  times  nominations  for  county  offices 
have  been  tendered  hint.  Luit  lie  lia-^  declined  them.  For  many  years  he 
has  been  a  Mason  and  has  passed  up  through  the  degrees  to  the  highest 
oi  ancient  craft  Masonry,  and  has  also  connected  himself  with  modem 
divisions  of  the  order.  He  is  a  member  of  Menominee  Commandety,  No. 
35,  K.  T.,  and  of  Saladin  Temple  Mystic  Shrine,  at  Grand  Rapids.  He 
was  married  April  13,  1880,  to  Miss  Josephine  S.  Ingalls,  daughter  of  the 
fate  ]  Tngalls,  of  Menominee.  They  have  five  children,  namely, 
Kenneth,  aged  twelve;  Gladys,  aged  eight;  Meredith,  aged  six;  and 
VVilda,  aged  three,  and  a  baby  girl.  Mr.  Sawyer  is  a  man  loyal  to  the 
community  in  which  he  lives,  enterprising  and  active  in  support  of  all 
measures  of  a  character  to  advance  the  general  interests  and  welfare.  He 
has  the  faculty  of  acquiring  money,  which  he  loves  not  for  itself,  but  for 
its  higher  uses.  He  does  not  take  enjoyment  in  hoarding,  but  in  expend- 
ing, and  hence  he  appreciates  money  for  what  it  purchases.  His  beautiful 
home  is  adorned  with  works  of  art  and  furnished  with  one  of  the  finest 
private  libraries  in  Northern  Michigan.  His  naturally  refined  taste  is 
evidenced  by  his  love  of  flowers  and  pictures.  He  i  ^  also  a  successful  hor- 
ticulturist and  finds  the  cultivation  of  fruits  one  ')f  hi^  most  enjoyable 
recreations.  His  investments  have  been  successful  in  pine  and  mineral 
lands,  and  among  his  holdings  are  gold  mineH  in  British  Columbia.  His 
home  is  a  center  of  culture  and  social  pleasure.  His  wife  joins  him  in  the 
entertainment  of  friends  and  the  exercise  of  a  liberal  hospitality.  They 
are  very  popular  among  the  society  people  of  that  section.  With  such  a 
home  and  surrounded  hy  such  a  family,  with  the  advantages  of  books  and 
art,  and  the  npport uiiit.\'  to  inatity  ta-,tes  in  recreation,  as  well  as  in  the 
cultivation  uf  the  mind  and  moral  sentiments,  it  is  not  surprising  that  Mr. 
Sawyer  prefers  private  life  to  the  cares  and  exactions  of  public  office.  As 
a  lawyer  he  ranks  high,  and  it  may  be  said  of  him  that  he  is  equally  suc- 
cessful in  the  preparation  of  pleadings  and  in  the  trial  of  cases  in  court. 
He  is  a  man  whose  usefulness  to  the  commirnity  is  recognized,  whose  hon- 
orable position  in  the  profession  is  established  and  who  needs  none  of  the 
superlkiai  honors  of  state  to  crown  a  life  in  every  way  worthy. 
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JOSKPH  H.  STFRRE,  Sault  Ste.  Marie.  Joseph  H.  Steere,  Judge  of 
the  Eleventh  Judicial  Circuit,  was  born  May  19,  1853,  at  Addison,  Lenawe« 
county,  Michigan.  His  father,  Isaac  Steere,  was  a  native  of  Ohio  and  a 
descendant  of  an  old  Virginia  family.  He  followed  the  double  occupation 
of  milling  and  farming,  and  came  into  Michigan  in  1834.  He  settled  at 
Adrian,  and  afterwards  removed  to  Addison  where  he  lived  many  years. 
He  finally  returned  to  Adrinn,  where  he  is  still  living  at  a  very  advanced 
age.  Judge  Steere's  mother  was  Elizabeth  (Comstock)  Stecr«,  a  native  of 
New  York  and  of  English  descent.  She  also  is  still  living.  Four  children 
were  born  to  them,  three  girls,  and  the  subject  of  our  sketch.  His  early 
days  were  spent  in  Lenawee  county  on  the  farm.  He  attended  the  district 
school  and  Raisin  V;illey  Seminary,  a  Quaker  school,  from  which  hp  v.-.-i^ 
graduated  in  1S71.  hie  then  attended  the  .Adrian  hi;.;li  srhno)  completing 
its  course  in  six  months.  In  the  fail  of  1^72,  the  same  year,  he  entered 
the  Literary  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  and  was  graduated 
in  1876  with  the  degree  of  A.B.  After  finishing  his  school  life  he  entered 
the  law  office  of  Geddes  &  Miller  at  Adrian.  He  spent  two  years  in  study 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Lenawee  county  Bar  in  i^'/^.  While  he  was  in 
the  University  iie  had  taken  law  lectures  but  did  not  matriculate  in  the 
Law  Department.  In  ilie  spring  of  1878,  he  cumc  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
and  began  the  practice  of  law.  He  was  appointed  prosecuting  attorney  in 
1878  and  was  elected  to  the  same  office  a  year  later,  and  held  it  until  the 
spring  of  1881.  At  that  time  he  was  nominated  by  the  Republicans  for 
Circuit  Tiidge  and  was  elected  by  a  very  complimentary  vote.  tie  has 
coniniued  to  act  as  judge  to  this  day.  It  '%&  said  by  the  members  of  the 
Bar  in  his  circuit,  without  respect  to  party,  that  he  can  hold  it  as  long  as 
he  will  accept  the  position.  He  was  only  twenty-eight  years  old  when  he 
became  judge  and  his  judicial  record  is  remarkable  for  one  so  young  at  its 
beginning.  In  1 889  he  travelled  in  Europe  and  has  since  travelled  extensively 
in  .America,  making  a  canal  voyage  one  summer  of  over  1,000  miles  in 
visiting  Hudson's  Bay,  When  he  becaine  judge  the  circuit  comprised  the 
large  area  of  what  is  now  Chippewa,  Schoolcraft,  Luce,  Alger,  Mackinac, 
and  Manitou  counties.  There  were  no  court  houses  in  the  entire  circuit 
except  in  Chippewa  and  Mackinac.  In  Manitou  county  composed  of  islands 
in  Lake  Itlichigan, the  entire  population  was  Irish  and  was  governed  b>  Faiher 
Gallagher,  their  priest,  and  they  ironically  addressed  him  as  "Your  Lord- 
ship." In  the  winter  he  could  reach  some  of  his  counties  only  on  snow 
shoes  and  in  the  summer  in  sailing  boats.  He  has  held  court  in  stores, 
hotel  offices  and  in  other  convenient  places  of  assembly.  The  judge  is  a 
great  lover  of  hunting  and  fishing.  He  is  a  profound  student,  and  has 
made  a  through  study  of  the  histoiy  of  the  Lake  Superior  region.  He  has 
accumulated  the  finest  library  of  book?  relatinj^  to  the  early  history  of  this 
region  to  be  found  anywhere  in  private  hands.  Sault  Sic.  Marie,  where  he 
resides,  is  the  oldest  white  settlement  in  Michigan,  having  a  history  run- 
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ning  back  to  1 668.    He  has  received  many  \  >!  u  mes  pertaining  to  its  history 

atld  the  Superior  resTion<;  g«*nerally,  from  dealers  in  Europe,  many  of  tlic 
volumes  arc  printed  in  Fniich.  He  has  never  married,  ilt  -spends  his 
vacations  hunting  and  fishing  and  his  evenings  in  study,  ile  has  been 
elected  to  succeed  himself  without  opposition.  He  knows  no  friend  while 
on  the  Bench.  A  strange  attorney  is  treated  writh  the  same  courtesy  in  his 
court  that  his  best  friend  w mid  receive.  He  is  often  called  to  Detroit  and 
other  places  in  southern  Michigan  to  preside  in  the  courts,  and  is  known 
throughout  the  State  as  a  iust  and  upright  judge.  He  is  not  a  politician 
and  believes  that  politics  should  have  no  part  or  lot  in  court  work.  He 
has  done  much  to  elevate  the  Bench  and  Bar  suice  he  became  judge.  He 
is  kind  hearted  and  charitable  and  has  helped  many  unfortunate  men  and 
women  to  a  larger  and  better  life.  He  is  a  genial  and  companionable 
character  and  has  a  wide  circle  of  admtrtnc^  friends,  who  love  hijn  not  only 
for  his  .sterlinr;  qualities  as  a  judge  and  public  official,  but  also  lor  his  warm 
heart  and  sympathetic  disposition,  lie  is  a  Mason  of  high  rank,  and  has 
taken  the  33d  degree. 


WILLIAM  F.  WAITE,  Menominee.  William  Fuller  Waite,  the  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Sawyer  &  Waite,  is  of  English  descent,  his  fore- 
fathers having  settled  in  New  England  before  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Later  descendants  moved  to  Western  New  York  where  Elihu  Waite,  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  and  grew  to  manhood ; 
marrying  Elizabeth  Tarbell.  who  was  also  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
and  coming,  in  1855.  to  Micliigan  where  he  soon  after  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Tyrone,  Livingstone  county.  On  this  farm  William  Fuller  Waite  was 
bom,  on  the  4th  of  August,  i860,  being  the  sixth  in  a  family  of  seven 
children,  five  of  whom  were  boys.  The  nan^e  Fuller  given  him  for  a  mid- 
dle name  was  the  family  name  of  his  paternal  grand-mother.  He  passed 
hfs  boyhood  on  the  farm,  attending  the  district  school  winters  but  the 
rest  of  the  season  learning  the  science,  pleasures  and  profits  of  iarmmg, 
none  of  which  he  seemed  to  care  for.  When  he  was  seventeen  years  old, 
he  entered  the  Fenton  high  school,  and  after  alternating  two  years  of 
attendance  with  two  years  of  teaching,  he  graduated  in  1881.  'He  was 
desirous  of  entering  the  University  of  Michigan  but  lack  of  funds  prevent- 
ing he  was  unable  to  do  $0  until  the  fall  of  1883,  when  he  entered  the 
Literary  Department  with  the  class  of  '87.  Here  by  attending  the  law 
lectures  in  addition  to  his  regular  literary  studies  he  prepared  himself  for 
his  life  work,  the  study  and  practice  of  the  Law.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  at  Howell,  Michigan,  by  Judge  Ntwton  January  13,  1888.  After 
prospecting  awhile  for  a  locUion  he  settled  at  Escanaba,  forminp;  a  part- 
nership for  practice  with  K.  P.  Royce,  the  oldest  [irat titioru-r  ol  that  city. 
This  relationship  was  contmued  until  April  i,  1893,  when  he  removed  to 
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Menominee  and  became  the  junior  member  of  the  then  existing  firm  of 
Sawyer  &  Waite,  the  rirm  taking  tht  name  of  Sawyer,  VVaite  &  Waite. 
This  arrangement  continued  until  his  older  brother  removed  to  Detroit 
when  the  finn  again  took  the  old  name.  The  firm  has  a  large  practice  of 
the  better  class,  mostly  civil  work,  which  they  prefer,  accepting  criminal 
work  only  when  it  cannot  well  be  a\  oided.  Politically,  Mr.  Waite  a 
Republican  and  active  in  the  support  nf  hi?  party ;  but  he  has  never  held 
political  office,  his  ambition  being  rather  to  stand  high  at  the  Bar  and  in 
the  esteem  of  his  fellow  men  than  to  secure  political  preferment.  He  is  a 
Mason  and  a  member  of  Menominee  Chapter  R.  A.  M.  He  was  married 
January  15,  1 891,  to  Miss  Helen  Osgood,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Michigan  with  the  degree  ?h.B.,  Class  of 
'86  an<l  the  poet  of  her  r!a«is  in  the  senior  year.  They  have  one  living 
childj  Leslie  Osgood  Waite.  Mr.  Waite  is  a  good  lawyer,  strongly 
attached  to  the  profession  and  launched  fairly  in  the  practice.  He  has 
the  care,  the  application,  the  disposition  and  natural  ability  essential  to 
success. 


E.  S.  B.  SUTTON,  Sault  Ste.  Marie.  Judge  Sutton  was  born  in  Orion, 
Oakland  county,  March  20,  1854.  His  father  was  Jonathan  Sutton,  a 
native  of  Xew  Jersey,  and  of  English  descent.    Tlie  English  branch  of 

the  family  ba^-  had  representative?  high  in  church  and  State.  The  pater- 
nal Sutton  was  a  merchant  and  land  owner.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  1839, 
and  died  on  his  farm  in  Oakland  county  in  1880.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Delila  Predmore,  al.so  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  of  English 
descent.  She  died  in  1892.  She  had  ten  children,  five  boys  and  five  girls, 
of  whom  two  daughters  and  four  sons  are  yet  living,  Judge  Sutton  being 
the  youngest  in  the  family.  His  earlier  life  was  spent  in  Orion,  and  when 
he  was  eight  years  ot  age  his  parents  moved  to  Saginaw.  Here  he  spent 
many  years.  At  eighteen  he  was  graduated  from  the  Saginaw  high  school, 
and  then  took  a  course  in  Latin  under  Rev.  Father  DeCunick,  S.  J.  After 
this  he  went  to  Detroit  and  entered  the  law  office  of  Col.  John  Atkinson 
where  he  remained  as  a  student  for  three  years.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
Wayne  county  Bar  in  187^.  He  immediately  established  himself  a:  the 
"Soo"  and  opened  an  office,  which  he  has  maintained  to  the  present  day. 
At  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  the  upper  country  there  was  but  one  other 
lawyer  in  the  place.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  Democrat  and  had 
taken  a  lively  interest  in  his  party  until  1891,  when  he  retired  from  active 
participation  in  its  management.  He  has  never  had  but  one  partner.  T. 
I.  Martin  was  associated  v,'{th  him  durinrr  1887  and  1888.  Soon  after 
coming  to  the  "Soo,"  he  was  elected  county  inspector  of  schools,  and 
afterwards  was  county  superintendent  of  schools  for  one  year.  He  was 
Circuit  Court  Commissioner  for  two  terms,  his  time  of  service  extending 
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from  1880  to  1884.  He  was  elected  judf^e  of  probate  for  the  same  years, 
and  W.-1S  pro«eci!tin;:^  ,-itt()r:iey  for  one  term  from  1886.  He  was  active  in 
suppressing  the  lawlessness  then  so  prevalent  in  the  Northern  Peninsula, 
In  1880,  as  a  compliment  to  his  good  work  in  securing  the  conviction  of 
counterfeiters  from  Canada,  he  was  appointed  a  Commissioner  of  the  Court 
of  Queen's  Bench  of  the  Dominion.  He  was  made  United  States  Com- 
missioner in  1894,  and  still  holds  that  position.  He  nlwrty;  cnrried  on  a 
general  practice  until  1891,  since  which  time  he  has  made  a  specialty  of 
admiralty  law,  and  is  interested  in  many  marine  cases  in  his  part  of  the 
State,  He  is  attorney  for  the  M..  St.  P.,  and  S.  Ste.  M.  Railway,  and 
transacts  all  their  business  at  this  end  of  the  line.  He  is  Director  of  the 
«'Soo"  National  Bank,  and  is  its  attorney.  This  relation  to  the  bank  he 
has  held  since  its  organization  in  1888.  He  is  president  of  the  "Soo*' 
Club,  and  is  a  321!  decree  Mason.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  Tem- 
plar, and  of  the  "Shrine."  He  was  united  in  marriage  in  i88i  to  Miss 
Annie  Scranton,  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie.  She  was  born  in  that  city,  and  her 
maternal  grandfather,  Pierre  Barbeau,  was  Factor  for  the  American  Fur 
Company,  and  had  jurisdiction  from  Detroit  to  Hudson's  Bay.  Mr.  Sut- 
ton has  many  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  hh  extensive  practice  is 
not  confined  to  his  locality,  bm  frequently  calls  him  to  uiher  cities.  He 
is  a  genial  man,  who  is  much  in  society,  and  is  n  biight,  pleasant  ener- 
getic gentleman.  He  is  a  good  trial  lawyer,  an  easy  talker,  and  makes 
a  good  impression  on  both  judge  and  jury.  His  speech  is  "redolent 
with  the  grace  of  calm  simplicity." 


BENJAMIN  J.  BROWN,  Menominee.  Hon.  Benjamin  J.  Brown  was 
bom  into  the  profession  of  law  and  inherited  the  talents  and  the  tenden- 
cies which  combine  to  make  the  best  lawyers.    On  his  father's  side  he  is 

a  descc  tidant  of  Benjamin  Harri«on  of  Virginia,  signer  of  the  Declaration 
nf  liulcpendrncc,  while  his  maternal  lineage  connects  him  with  Lord  Balti- 
more, the  founder  of  Maryland.  His  father,  Bcajamin  S.  Brown  was  a 
native  of  Bath,  Virginia;  was  educated  for  the  Bar,  and  on  his  admission 
to  practice  located  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio.  He  ranked  with  Seargent  S. 
Prentiss  of  Mississippi  as  an  advocate,  and  was  associated  in  practice  at 
Toledo  with  Noah  H.  Swayne.  afterwards  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  at  Mt.  Vernon  with  Rollin  C. 
liurd,  lather  of  the  late  Frank  Hurd,  who  in  the  maturity  of  his  powers 
had  no  superior  as  a  chancery  lawyer  in  the  Northwest.  His  mother  Catha- 
rine C.  Thomas  was  a  native  of  Missouri,  and  a  dauj^hter  of  Judge  Rich- 
ard S.  Thomas,  born  in  Maryland.  His  grandfather  Thomas  was  a  ^reat 
lawyer.  He  commenced  the  practice  of  hh  profession  in  Kenttick\%  and 
was  there  brought  into  close  association  with  Henry  Clay,  with  whom 
acquaintance  ripened  into  friendship  which  was  never  broken,  or  inter- 
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rupted.  His  last  driy«;  v.ere  .spent  in  Missouri,  where,  from  rSsr  tintH  the 
close  of  hi'^  hfc  in  i^2H,  he  held  the  office  of  Circuit  Judg'-  'if  tin-  Kourth 
judiciid  Circuit,  Alter  his  death,  Mr.  Clay  said  to  one  ot  his  daughters: 
"Of  all  the  men  I  have  ever  known  your  father  had  the  best  judgment." 
Jesse  B.  Thomas,  a  brother  of  Richard  S.,  was  judge  of  the  Territory  of 
Illinois,  and  president  of  the  convention  which  framed  the  first  constitu- 
tion of  the  State.  T!p  ^lugj^epted  the  name  of  the  State.  On  its  admis- 
sion into  tin  union  he  v.  as  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and 
was  re-elcctcd  for  the  succeeding  term.  He  was  the  author  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise,  and  chairman  of  the  committee  of  conferenee  upon  that 
measure — ^William  Pinkney,  of  Maryland,  then  the  acknowledged  leader 
of  the  American  Bar,  being  also  a  member  of  the  committee.  Jesse  B. 
Thomas,  son  of  Richard  S..  served  the  state  of  IlHnois  as  Attorney  Gen- 
era!, Circuit  Judge,  and  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  But  his 
ciiicf  claim  to  distinction  rests  upon  his  character  and  services  as  a  nisi- 
prius  judge,  wherein,  in  the  general  judgment  of  his  contempories,  he  was 
without  a  rival.  Benjamin  J.  Brown  was  born  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio,  July 
8,  1833.  His  father  died  when  he  was  five  years  old;  his  mother  is  still 
living  and  a  re'^ident  of  Snginaw.  He  had  two  brother*;  nnd  two  sisters, 
of  whom  one  brother  and  one  sister  are  dead.  His  surviving  brother, 
Jesse  B.  Brown,  resides  at  Indianapolis.  Mr.  Brown  was  reared  at  M^. 
Vernon  and  mainly  educated  at  Mr.  Sloan's  Academy  in  that  place,  one 
of  the  most  notable  schools  of  its  time.  He  read  law,  and  in  May  1855 
was  admitted  to  practice  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Illinois.  In  May  1856 
he  removed  to  Grren  Ray,  Wisconsin,  and  remained  a  citizen  of  that  state 
until  1865  when  he  changed  liis  residence  to  Michigan,  and  since  1873  has 
made  his  home  at  Menominee.  In  1862  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza 
Hart  of  Oconto,  Wisconsin.  Seven  children  were  bom  of  this  marriage, 
four  of  whom  are  living:  DeWitt  married  Margaret  Woessner,  has  five 
children  and  lives  in  Menominee;  Kranklin  M.  mm lied  Charlotte  Ault,  has 
four  children  and  li\  f  -  in  Menominee;  Catharine  i>  the  wite  of  Arthur  L. 
Lewis,  has  one  child,  and  lives  in  the  City  of  Mexico,  where  her  husband 
is  engaged  in  the  business  of  silver  mining;  Bessie  lives  at  home  and  is  . 
unmarried.  Mr.  Brown  and  the  members  of  his  family  belong  to  the 
Episcopal  Church.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  during  In'  adult 
life  has  been  both  active  and  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  hi^;  pail\-.  One 
important  sl  i  \  ice  which  it  tell  in  his  way  to  render  to  the  party  and  the  coun- 
try may  be  mentioned:  In  1859,  during  the  State  Rights  Controversy  in 
Wisconsin,  growing  out  of  the  attempted  enforcement  of  the  Fugitive 
Stave  Law,  an  open  letter  from  his  pen  on  the  relations  of  the  State  to  the 
Nation,  addressed  to  Charles  Billinghurst,  then  a  member  of  Congress,  was 
ptjblished  in  the  Evfvin<^  Wisromin  of  Milwaukee,  and  produced  a  marked 
and  ii:iii.etiiate  effect  uj^oii  pvdjlic  opinion  in  favor  of  the  supremacy  of 
the  Union.  At  the  Washingion  Banquet  in  Menominee,  February  22, 
1896,  Mr.  Brown  responded  to  the  toast  "Washington  and  his  Cabinet," 
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delivering  a  thoughful  and  scholarly  address.  As  a  prelude  to  the  subject 
proper,  he  said : 

"We  find  the  counterpart  of  our  revolution  in  the  England  of  1 688; 
of  the  state  of  the  North  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion  in  the  England 
of  1640.  The  same  clear,  practical  purpose  runs  through  the  revolution 
which  separated  us  from  the  mother  country,  and  resulted  in  our  national 
independence,  that  drove  James  the  Second  from  the  throne  of  England 
and  replaced  him  by  William,  Prince  of  Orange.  The  English  revolution 
of  1688  was  the  practical  consummation  of  the  revolution  of  1640.  In  a 
larger  and  more  commanding  sense  the  opinions  and  feelings  which  domi- 
nated the  North  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion  sprang  from  the  loins  of  Puri- 
tan England.  Not  then  in  tlie  revolution,  but  ni  the  war  of  tlie  rebellion 
do  we  find  the  heroic  age  of  America.  Never  in  the  history  of  mankind 
hae  there  ht-rn  siicli  s-^'ritual  exaltation  of  the  people;  and  ages  may  roll 
around  betore  earth  will  witness  its  like  again.  So  we  may  now  and  here 
admit,  what  none  will  deny,  that  Washington,  the  ideal  soldier,  citizen  and 
ruler  must  yield  the  first  place  to  Lincoln,  the  sincere  believer  in  the  rights 
of  man,  and  the  devoted  lover  of  his  race." 

He  then  follows  with  a  clear  analysis  of  the  characteristics  of  Hamilton 
and  Jefferson,  the  two  great  statesmen  ot  Washington's  cabinet,  represent- 
ing opposite  theories  of  government  and  very  dissimilar  intellectual  traits. 
A  brief  excerpt  or  two  from  this  address  will  be  interesting,  not  only  as 
indicating  the  author's  views  and  familiarity  with  the  subject,  but  also  as 
illustrative  of  his  powers  of  anal3rsis  and  felicity  of  expression.  Hamilton 
is  represented  as  "the  most  interesting  personality  in  our  political  history;" 
appointed  Secretary  of  the  Tr<'n<;i!r\'  a1  the  age  of  thirty-three  by  Wash- 
ington, "who  leaned  with  absolute  confidence  upon  hi.-,  judgment,  and 
who  said  of  him  that  'no  one  exceeded  him  in  probity  and  sterling 
virtue.'  *  *  *  He  was  a  born  statesman  and  jurist  and  his  native 
genius  supplied  the  defects  of  his  education.  He  contributed  more 
than  any  other  man  of  his  time  to  the  formation  and  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  *  «  *  Had  his  views  been  carried 
into  the  Constitution,  the  condition  of  things  in  our  present  congress  would 
have  been  averted.  We  would  not  now  witness  the  spectacle  of  the  rotten 
boroughs  of  the  west  controlling  the  financial  policy  of  the  nation.  »  *  * 
He  was  absolutely  disinterested,  free  from  any  trace  of  vulgar  ambition. 
*  *  *  Jefferson  was  erudite  beyond  any  public  man  of  his  day,  espe- 
*  ciallv  in  the  exact  and  physical  sciences.  He  was  an  af^reeablo  companion, 
insinuating;  in  manners  and  eii;^aging  in  private  converh.itirjn .  He  expressed 
constant  contempt  ot  the  newspaper  as  a  medium  of  tommunication  with 
the  public,  and  affected  never  to  read  one.  At  the  same  time  he  carried 
on  a  large  correspondence,  by  means  of  which  he  sought  to  disseminate 
his  views.  *  *  *  Hamilton  rendered  great  and  distinguished  services 
as  a  member  of  Washington's  Cabinet,  and  ha'^int^  his  political  creed  on 
the  doctrine  that  the  Constitution  created  a  governineiu.  within  the  sphere 
of  its  powers  acting  directly  upon  the  people,  he  applied  his  great  faculties 
to  the  work  of  constructive  and  beneficent  legislation.    ♦   *    *  His 
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gonius  won  the  admiration  of  the  world.  ♦  •  *  He  never  seemed  to 
think  of  himself,  but  only  of  the  honor,  the  ^lory  and  the  welfare  of  his 
country.  On  the  other  hand,  Jefferson  from  the  moment  that  he  entered 
the  cabinet,  fixed  his  eye  upon  the  presidency.  Assuming  as  the  basis  of 
his  political  faith  that  the  constitution  was  a  mere  compact  between  the 
states  in  their  political  capacity,  he  pursued  a  policy  of  mere  negation. 
During  the  whole  period  of  his  service  in  Washington's  cabinet  his  name 
is  not  connected  with  a  single  public  measure  of  importance.  *  *  * 
He  was  insanely  jealous  of  Hamilton  on  account  of  his  brilliant  adminis- 
tration of  the  treasury.  *  *  *  He  who  would  have  turned  the  consti- 
'  tution  into  a  mere  rope  of  sand  assumed  for  himself  and  his  party  the 
name  of  Republican,  condemning  the  wholesome  and  Intimate  exercise 
of  authority  under  the  constitution  as  savoring  of  monarchy/'  The  con- 
clusion ol  the  address  is  as  follows : 

"Hamilton  had  little  faith  in  human  nature,  and  the  range  of  his 
sjnnpathies  was  narrow..  He  took  the  obvious  aver^  view  of  society, 
and  was  in  the  main  content  with  thinj:^?;  a.';  thev  are.  He  believed  in  a 
strong  government,  and  in  the  daily  and  visible  exercise  ol  its  authority 
as  essential  to  the  public  welfare.  On  the  contrary,  Jefferson  had 
unbounded  faith  in  human  nature,  ai;d  his  sj-nipathies  moved  in  a  wiilo 
and  all  embracing  orbit.  He  held  that  the  world  was  governed  too  much; 
and  he  was  always  ready  to  lay  down  his  most  cherished  convictions  in 
ol)tdi{  lice  to  the  verdict  of  the  people.  The  line  which  separates  the 
authority  of  the  State  from  that  of  the  Nation,  has  been  clearly  delimited. 
Yet  it  remains  true  that  the  question :  what,  in  a  given  case,  is  the  proper 
province  of  legislation,  will  constantly  revolve  upon  us.  More  and  more, 
a.?  time  advances,  will  the  state«?men  of  the  future  ^seek  coun'^el  and  inspira- 
tion Iroin  the  author  ot  the  Deciaraiion  of  independence,  and  he  will  for- 
ever hold  his  place  in  our  political  firmament,  as  a  fixed  star  of  the  first 
magnitude." 

Mr.  Brown  has  been  a  profound  student  of  economic  questions  and 
his  discussions  of  tinancial  topics  in  the  public  press  have  commanded  the 
attention  and  the  encomiums  of  great  financiers.  He  holds  that  there  is  an 
inherent  difference  between  the  government  note  and  the  bank  note;  and 
that  it  is  impossible  to  continue  the  government  note,  as  a  part  of  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  and  to  maintain  a  reserve  for  its  prompt,  certain  and 
repeated  redemption. 

"The  government  note  macie  the  silver  dollar  of  possible,  and 
it  has  obscured  the  dangers  arising  from  its  continued  coin^e.    It  has 

hrnuj^lit  about  an  artificial  state  of  tlilnt^s  which  has  dismayed  capital, 
degraded  labor,  and  cost  the  country  untold  millions  of  money.  *  «  * 
Some  day  everybody  will  plainly  see  that  since  the  beginning  of  time 
there  has  been  no  expedient  like  the  greenback  for  manuring  the  rich 

man's  field  with  the  sweat  of  the  poor  man's  brow." 

He  therefore  favors  the  cancellation  and  destniction  of  the  c^reenback 

currency  as  fast  as  it  is  redeemed,  instead  of  perpetuating  the  debt  by 

re-issuing  it.    He  would  have  our  paper  money  supplied  wholly  by  the 

national  banks  and  redeemable  in  gold  coin —  "the  money  of  the  world" — 
96 
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and  "relegate  silver  to  its  proper  function  as  a  subsidiary  currency."  The 

currency  would  be  made  elastic  by  the  rate  of  discount  and  thi*;  would  be 
rei^ulated  by  the  banks.  "What  we  need,"  he  says,  "as  the  es-^ential  con- 
dition of  genuine  prosperity,  is  an  automatic,  seli-regulatiiig  currency,  and 
that  is  not  possible  so  lon^  a.>  ilic  government  note  remains  a  part  of  our 
iinancial  system." 


HORACE  M.  OREN,  Sault  Ste.  Marie.  Horace  Mann  Oren,  prosecuting 
attorney  of  Chippewa  county,  was  born  Februrary  3,  1859,  near  Oak- 
land, Clinton  county,  Ohio.  His  parents  were  both  natives  of  that 
county.    His  father,  Charles  Oren,  enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  was 

appointed  captain  in  the  Fifth  U.  S.  Colored  InfantPi',  and  was  killed 
before  Petercbnrjy,  Virginia,  in  July,  18G4.  His  mother  was  Sarah  Allen 
Oren,  who,  left  witii  two  young  chiltiren,  supported  herself  and  them  by 
teaching  in  Antioch  College,  Ohio,  and  in  the  high  school  at  Indiana- 
polis. She  had  attended  Antioch  College  as  a  student  under  the  great 
educator,  Horace  Mann,  who  was  its  first  president.  In  1873  she  was 
elected  State  Librarian  of  Indiana  and  was;  the  first  woman  elected  to 
that  office.  Afterwards  she  was  an  iiistruelur  and  a  member  of  tlie  faculty 
ot  l-'urdue  University  at  LaFayette,  Indiana.  While  thus  engaged,  she 
was  married  a  second  time  and  removed  to  Miami  county,  Indiana,  which 
is  her  home  at  this  time.  Horace  Mann  Oren  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Indianapolis  and  was  graduated  from  its  high  school.  He 
assisted  his  mother  in  the  State  fJhrary  and  later  was  an  assistant  in  the 
Indianapolis  PubHc  Library.  He  entereci  "hi-  L'iriversity  of  Michigan  in 
1877  ^""^  ^^'♦^  graduated  from  the  classical  course  in  l88l.  He  then 
entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1883.  The  summer  of  1882  he  spent  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie  as 
editor  of  The  News.  After  his  graduation  and  admission  to  the  Bar  he 
settled  at  the  "Soo'*  and  engaged  in  practice,  continuing  alone  until  1892. 
He  then  entered  into  a  partnership  with  the  late  Hon.  J.  W,  McMahon 
and  William  M.  SnelL  In  1894  Mr.  Snell  retired  from  the  firm  and  the 
same  year  Mr.  McMahon  died.  In  1895  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
William  Webster,  which  is  still  in  existence.  The  firm  is  Oren  &  Web- 
ster. Mr.  Oren  has  been  city  attorney  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  justice  of  the 
peace,  Circuit  Court  Commissioner,  and  prosecuting  attorney.  He  was 
elected  to  the  last  named  office  in  1894  and  re-elected  in  November,  1896, 
by  a  majority  of  eleven  hundred.  His  firm  has  the  leading  business  in 
that  county.  He  was  married  January  i,  1890,  to  Miss  Margaret  J.  Wal- 
lace, of  Grindstone  City,  Michigan.  Th^  have  two  children,  Robert 
Allen  and  Chase  Osbom.  Mr.  Oren's  scliolastic  and  professional  acquire- 
ments preparatory  to  engagtnf^  in  the  practice  of  law  were  far  above  those 
of  the  average  young  lawyer.    During  his  whole  life  he  has  tteen  a  stu- 
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dent.     The  opportunity  for  readinj^  which  he  enjoyed  in  early  life  by  con» 
nection  with  public  libraries  was  exceptional  and  well  improved.  His 
taste  for  literature,  perhaps  born  in  the  libraries,  has  been  cultivated 
through  all  the  years  that  have  followed.    The  historical  and  scientific 
information  there  acquired  has  proved  invaluable  for  professional  uses. 
He  began  the  practice  of  law  a  scholarly,  thouj^htful  ^-oung  man,  with 
aspirations  w  hich  always  tend  to  lift  one  higher,     l^lis  training  hatUuten 
excellent — by  a  mother  of  fine  mind,  thorough  education  and  beauti- 
ful character;  he  had  confidence  in  mankind  and  confidence  in  his  own 
ability  to  succeed.    He  had  learned  the  lesson  of  manly  self-dependence 
and  was  ready  to  join  the  company  of  older  lawyers.    He  asked  no 
Sp*"cia!   favors-,  but  desired  i  ii'y  an  even  chance.     HI?,  views  of  profes- 
sional   lifi.-  wrre   not   rosy-tinted.     He    knew  it    meant  uork — constant 
applicatiuii,  unremitting  toil;  ilaat  even  the  tavored  oi  lortuae  have  found 
no  other  way  to  reach  honorable  distinction  and  eminence  that  is  perma- 
nent.   With  a  realization  of  the  essential  conditions  he  settled  among 
strangers  and  went  to  work.    He  has  gained  the  popular  confidence  and 
won  professional  esteem.    He  has  established  himself  and  secured  his  posi- 
tion on  merit.    He  is  modest  in  his  pretensions  and  bold  in  the  assertion 
of  his  rights.    In  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties  as  public  prosecutor 
he  seeks  only  to  apply  and  enforce  the  law.  without  malice  or  vindictive- 
ness.    The  motive  to  protect  society  is  quite  as  strong  as  that  to  punish 
the  criminal.    His  character  is  well  and  firmly  compacted  of  the  elements 
and  principle';  that  fortify  a  man  against  as'saultR,  qualify  him  for  profes- 
sional distinction  and  the  actualities  encountered  in  social  or  business  lite. 


AN  DREW  L.  DEUEL,  Harbor  Sprint^.  Mr.  Deuel  is  of  English  descent 
through  the  lineage  of  both  his  parents,  although  tl.e  nativity  of  botli  was 
the  State  of  New  York.  His  father,  Thorn  Deuel,  a  merchant,  whose 
immediate  ancestors  lived  in  New  England,  came  from  the  vicinity  of 
Albany,  and  his  mother,  Mary  C.  Lord,  from  the  neighborhood  of  Buffalo. 
They  settled  at  Walled  Lake,  Oakland  county,  Michigan,  in  1837.  Andrew 
L.  was  born  at  Waik  d  Lake,  August  22,  1850.  The  first  eighteen  years 
of  hi^  Hfe  were  passed  mere  and  in  Washtenaw  county,  near  Ypsilanti. 
The  substantial  elements  of  his  education  were  received  in  the  district 
schools  of  Oakland  and  Washtenaw  until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen. 
He  then  entered  the  State  Normal  School  and  paid  his  expenses  therein  by 
teaching  in  the  alternate  years.  More  time  was  required  to  complete  the 
course  in  this  manner,  b«jt  the  acquisition  was  more  valuable  to  him  when 
his  certificate  ol  L;raduation  was  secured,  in  1875.  Having  received  special 
training  in  the  science  and  the  art  of  teaching  he  took  charge  of  the  union 
school  at  Grand  Rapids,  Ohio,  the  next  year  after  his  graduation ;  the  year 
following  he  taught  at  Hart,  Michigan;  and  for  the  next  two  shears — 
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iSyy—S  o  —  he  w:is  superintendent  of  schools  at  Mt.  VMcasant.  He  had  in 
the  meantime  devoted  his  leisure  hours  to  tlic  study  of  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Isabella  county  by  Judge  Hart,  at  Mount  Pleasant, 
in  the  spring  of  1879.  His  proficiency,  evidenced  by  examination,  was 
a;  ccpted  as  the  equivalent  of  one  year  of  the  course  in  the  Law  School  of 
the  University  of  Michigan.  Accordingly  he  was  admitted  to  the  senior 
class  of  that  school  at  Ann  Arbor,  in  the  fall  of  1879  and  graduated  with 
his  class  in  i88o.  In  May  of  that  year  he  settled  in  Harbor  Springs  and 
opened  a  law  office  for  practice.  He  made  the  subject  of  titles  and  all 
laws  relating  to  real  estate  a  specialty  and  combined  the  business  of  real 
estate  with  his  law  piactice.  He  has  continued  alone  and  been  remarkably 
successful,  not  only  in  the  application  of  his  legal  knowledge  to  the  man- 
cement  of  land  cases;  but  also  in  the  practical  use  of  his  knowledge  of  the 
value  of  property  in  the  accumulation  of  a  handsome  fortune.  He  is 
usually  retained  on  one  side  of  all  cases  in  court  involving  any  controversy 
over  real  property.  He  is  regarded  by  the  Bar  as  authority  on  this  branch 
of  the  law.  His  transactions  in  real  estate  occupy  much  the  larger  portion 
of  his  time  and  arc  far  more  remunerative  than  the  genera!  practice  of  law. 
Mr.  Deuel  iias  always  been  a  Republican  and  his  activity  in  support  of  the 
party  has  given  him  great  prominence  in  campaign  management.  As  a 
politician  he  is  keen,  shrewd  and  indefatigable ;  more  influential  because 
his  work  is  for  the  party  and  not  for  himself.  For  thirteen  years  he  has 
been  chairman  of  the  county  committee  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  State 
Central  Committee.  In  1881-2  he  \vn<  pro';eruttng  attorney  of  Emmet 
county.  He  was  president  of  tlie  viliagc  and  member  ol  the  board  of 
trustees  for  six  years,  and  under  the  administration  of  President  Harrison 
was  postmaster  of  Harbor  Springs.  For  about  eight  years  he  has  been  on 
the  county  board  of  school  examiners,  and  for  several  years  has  been  school 
commissioner.  Ever  since  he  left  the  Normal  School  he  has  taken  a  lively 
interest  in  educational  affairs.  Havinjr  been  a  sncccssful  teaclier  himself, 
he  is  familiar  with  the  wants  of  the  liouls  and  the  essential  qualiiications 
of  a  teacher.  His  methods  are  practical,  eliciting  the  enthusiastic  support 
of  the  progressive  teachers  of  the  county.  In  grading  them  he  gives  as 
much  credit  for  capacity  to  teach  and  success  in  teaching  as  for  correct 
answers  to  a  set  of  questions.  His  institutes  are  conducted  along  the  same 
lines  with  a  view  of  developing  teachers  rather  than  making  scholars,  and 
his  official  services  liave  elevated  the  standard  and  the  efticiency  of  the 
public  schools.  He  is  Chancellor  Commander  of  Harbor  Springs  Lodge, 
K.  of  P.,  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  was  married  December  27,  188],  to  Miss  Emma  M.  Lance 
of  Mt.  Pleasant,  whose  father  was  a  contractor.  They  have  one  child  by 
adoption.  Mr.  Deuel  is  a  leader  in  all  movements  for  the  promotion  of 
the  social,  material  and  educational  interests  in  the  community  in  which  he 
lives.  Wide  awake,  energetic  and  persistent,  he  moves  forward  whatever 
he  undertakes.    One  of  the  manifest  sources  of  his  influence  is  his  large 
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personal  acquaintance,  which  is  indeed  phenomenal.  He  knows  eveiy  man 
and  woman  in  the  county.  When  a  desperate  fight  was  waged  in  the 
Legislature  for  the  removal  of  the  county  scat  to  Petoskey  he  weni  to 
Lansing'  nnd  was  latj^cly  instrumental  in  retaining  it  at  Harbor  Springs. 
He  is  quick  to  decide  and  resolute  in  action;  true  to  his  friends  and  fair  to 
his  enemies.  He  is  earnest,  strong  and  determined  in  the  prosecution  of 
any  undertaking.  There  is  no  dallying  or  dawdling  in  his  methods.  Hfa 
manner  is  straightforward,  without  pretense  or  deception.  He  is  kindly 
and  charitably  disposed  and  his  friendship  to  the  youn^  is  al  .vays  helpful. 
It  is  frequently  exhibited  in  rendering  assistance  to  a  poor  country  lad 
struggling  to  gain  a  footing.  Nature  has  fashioned  Mr.  Deuel  with  a  phy- 
sical perfection  rarely  equaled.  His  proportions  are  athletic  and  sym- 
metrical. In  college  he  was  easily  chief  in  any  athletic  contest  and  his 
love  of  the  amateur  sports  ha'^  been  retained  with  all  the  fervor  of  a  college 
student.  He  has  gained  a  hyj,h  reputation  for  athletics  in  all  the  lake 
region.  His  friends  are  ready  to  back  hin>  lor  a  foot  race  ^inst  any  man 
in  the  county,  whether  the  contestant  be  white  man  or  Indian.  He  can 
outrun  or  outjump  any  other  laiiryer  in  the  state  of  Michigan.  His  leader- 
ship in  athletics  is  no  less  actual  than  in  politics  and  public  enterprises. 


CHARLES  J.  PAILTHORPE,  Petoskey.  Judge  Pailthorpe  was  born 
December  25,  1848,  at  what  is  now  known  as  Mount  Morris,  Genesee 
county,  Michigan.  His  father,  William  Pailthorpe,  was  a  farmer  who 
came  to  this  country  in  1837  from  Nottinghamshire,  England,  where  he 
was  born,  and  died  on  the  home  farm  in  Genesee  county  in  November, 
1873.  His  mother  was  Frances  Sisson,  a  native  of  Lincolnshire,  Ei^land. 
She  died  July  i,  1894,  at  the  residence  of  her  daughter,  Mary  Hackney, 
near  the  village  of  Mount  Morris  She  was  the  mother  of  eleven  children, 
all  boys  with  one  exception.  The  daughter,  with  six  of  the  sons,  lived  to 
maturity.  The  early  days  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  were  spent  on  the 
farm,  attending  the  district  school.  When  he  had  grown  somewhat  older 
he  was  a  pupil  in  a  business  college  at  Flint,  finishing  his  general  schooling 
there  when  he  was  twenty  years  of  age.  For  the  next  three  years  he 
taught  school  winters  and  worked  on  the  farm  durinjr  the  summer. 
In  the  fall  of  1873  he  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  l.'niversity 
of  Michigan.  lie  was  graduated  in  1875,  and  the  same  year  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  Washtenaw  county.  The  northern  part  of  the  State  was 
then  attracting  the  young  and  ambitious.  Mr.  Pailthorpe  sought  a  loca- 
tion at  one  of  its  most  promising  centers,  and  established  himself  at 
Petoskey.  Here  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  has 
made  a  deep  impression  npon  the  community.  From  the  fall  of  1878  he 
was  in  partnership  with  J.  L.  Newberry  for  three  years;  and  from  1882  to 
1885  with  M.  W.  George.    For  several  years  after  that  he  carried  on  his 
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practice  entirely  by  himself,  but  in  August,  1894,  he  entered  into  business 
relations  with  his  present  partner,  Albert  McCabe.    He  was  appointed 

prosrciitiTij;^  attorney  in  December,  1876,  and  was  elected  to  the  same 
position  at  the  ^ciura!  rlectinn  following.  He  resigned  in  1878  and 
became  a  candidate  for  the  i.egisiature.  The  district  was  overwhelmingly 
Republican  on  a  general  vote ;  but  he  was  successful  in  his  canvass  though 
an  avowed  Democrat,  and  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  seventy -six  votes. 
He  served  his  district  and  the  State  very  creditably  as  a  Representative, 
being  a  member  of  the  important  committee?  of  Judiciary  and  public  lands. 
He  was  a  candidate  tor  Probate  judf^e  in  the  fall  of  and  was  defeated 

by  a  small  vote,  although  running  ahead  of  the  other  candidates  on  the 
Democratic  ticket.  In  local  affairs  his  personal  character  and  executive 
ability  have  often  been  recognized  by  his  selection  for  important  positions 
in  home  offices — honors  irrespective  of  party  considerations.  He  was 
\  iIlaL;e  attorney  for  two  termc.  president  of  the  village  one  term,  and  a 
iiu  niher  of  the  school  lioard  for  six  years.  Govemor  VVinans  appointed 
him  Judge  of  the  Thirty-third  Judicial  Circuit  in  June,  1891,  and  he  held 
that  office  by  appointment  until  the  following  April.  He  was  then 
nominated  and  elected  for  the  residue  of  the  term  without  opposition. 
While  he  was  presiding  as  Circuit  Judge  for  a  period  of  some  three  years, 
tht-rr  were  four  murder  cases  tried  before  him,  resulting  in  three  convic- 
tions and  one  acquittal.  He  was  United  States  Commis'^ioner  for  western 
Michigan  from  1876  to  1878.  Me  ran  for  Regent  of  the  University  of 
Michigan  in  the  spring  election  of  1895,  but  was  defeated  b>'  Roger  W. 
Butterfield.  One  of  the  many  notable  cases  which  he  has  assisted  in  the 
trial  of  was  that  of  the  Armstrong  Manufacturing  Company  vs.  The 
Western  Manufacturing  Mutual  Insurance  Company  (95  Michigan.  137). 
This  case  involved  the  question  whether  an  insurance  policy,  containing 
a  clause  not  provided  for  in  the  Michigan  standard  policy,  is  not  to  be 
regarded  as  void  because  contrary  to  public  policy,  but  voidable  at  the 
option  of  the  insured  for  whose  protection  the  law  is  intended.  It  was 
carried  from  the  Kent  circuit  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  there  decided  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiff.  Tndge  Pailthorpe  is  a  member  the  Masonic  order, 
and  belongs  to  Ivanhoe  Commandery,  K.  T.,  at  Fetoskey.  He  has  held 
the  office  of  Captain  General,  and  is  now  Generalissimo.  He  was  married 
April  23,  1878,  to  Miss  Jessie  Westcott,  of  Pctoskey.  Her  father  was 
a  gallant  soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  did  his  duty  on  all  occasions,  and  gave 
up  his  life  in  the  battle  of  Spotsylvania,  as  an  offering  on  the  sacred  altars 
of  liberty  and  the  Union.  They  arc  the  parents  of  an  interesting  family 
of  five  children:  Fannie  was  born  in  June,  1879;  Uliarlcs  R.,  in  Novem- 
ber of  the  next  year;  Arthur,  April,  1882;  Ormund,  1887;  and  Raymond 
in  1889.  Mr.  Pailthorpe  is  regarded  as  standing  among  the  very  best 
lawyers  in  his  part  of  the  State,  and  takes  care  of  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice.  He  is  a  man  of  imposing  prcxnce,  genial  manners,  and  has 
hosts  of  friends.  He  is  deliberate  and  somewhat  slow  in  arriving  at  his 
conclusions,  but  very  (irm  \n  his  convictions. 
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JOHN  POWER,  Escanaba.    John  Power,  United  States  District  Attor- 
ney, was  born  in  Waterford,  Ireland,  July  i      1^46.  Hi<  father,  Matthew 
Power,  was  a  grain  mrrrl-i.mt .    Ili^  fnothcr  was  l^ridget  Veale  Power.  Both 
were  natives  of  tlie  County  of  VVatcrford.    John  Power  came  to  America 
in  May,  1863,  and  immediately  after  his  arrival  in  New  York  joined  the 
Seventeenth  New  York  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry.    Mr.  Power's  object 
in  coming  to  America  at  that  time  was  to  join  the  celebrated  Irish  Brigade, 
commanded  by  Gen.  Thomas  Francis  Meagher,  who  wa-;  nho  a  native  of 
VVaterford.    There  being  no  recruiting  depot  for  this  biioadc  tlirii  m  New 
York,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  as  above  stated,  entered  tlie  171I1  N.  Y. 
V.  V.  I.  commanded  by  Colonel  Grower,  and  was  assigned  to  Company 
A,  under  command  of  Cap't.  Hiram  Wilde.    The  regiment  served  in  the 
southwest  under  General  Sherman  and  formed  a  part  of  the  First  Brigade, 
Second  Division  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  <"orps.    It  was  engaged  at  the 
siege  of  Atlanta  and  marched  to  the  sea  with  Sherman.    It  participated  in 
all  the  engagements  at  which  the  fourteenth  corps  was  present..  Mr. 
Power  served  as  a  private  and  was  dischai^ed  from  the  service  at  Troy, 
New  York,  June  19,  1865.    Shortly  after  this  he  entered  the  regular 
army,  and  was  discharged  therefrom  as  first  sergeant  of  Company  E,  First 
United  Stfitf'^  Infaiirry,  at  Fort  Brady,  in  July,  i86<}.     He  settled  in 
Keweenaw  county  the  same  summer  and  there  taught  school,  in  which 
occupation  he  continued  for  three  years,  devoting  all  his  spare  time  to  the 
study  of  the  law.   He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Eagle  River,  Keweenaw 
county,  during  the  September  term  of  1872  and  immediately  entered  upon 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Calumet,  Houghton  county,  where  he 
remained  until  i88!.     Aup^ust  I,  1 88 1,  he  removed  to  Escanaba,  Delta 
county,  where  he  has  built  up  an  extensive  practice,  quite  general  in  its 
character,  and  entirely  under  his  immediate  control,  as  he  never  has  had  a 
partner.    He  has  always  been  a  Democrat  and  has  been  an  earnest  advo- 
cate of  his  party;  but  in  1896  he  refused  to  endorse  the  Chicago  platform, 
bein^:^  an  ardent  advocate  of  Hound  money.     He  was  prosecuting  attorney 
of  Kevvtetiaw  county  from  1 880  to  1882  and  city  attorney  of  Escanaba  fpr 
ten  years  commencing  with  1883.    He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Esca- 
naba board  of  education  for  the  past  ten  years  and  was  its  president  for 
seven  years.    February  6,  1894  he  was  appointed  by  President  Cleveland 
United  States  Di.strict  Attorney  for  the  Western  District  of  Michigan, 
and  still  holds  the  position.     He  wa<;  the  nominee  of  his  party  for  repre- 
sentative in  Congress  for  the  Ninth  District,  in  187S,  but  was  defeated  by 
Jay  A,  Hubbell,  his  Republican  opponent.    He  was  nominated  for  the 
same  position  in  the  Eleventh  District  in  1884,  1886  and  again  in  1888. 
He  ran  ahead  of  his  ticket  at  each  contest,  materially  reducing  the  adverse 
majority  in  the  Upper  Peninsula.    He  was  a  delate  to  the  National 
Democratic  Conventions  in  1880,  iS84and  1892.  and  was  the  candidate 
of  his  party  for  elector  at  large  in  the  Western  District  of  Michigan  in  the 
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last  mentioned  year.  He  has  enjoyed  a  lucrative  practice  and  has  had 
many  important  cases  which  are  matters  of  record  in  the  judicial  history 

of  the  State,  Mr.  Power  was  married  September  28,  1868,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Corgan.  of  Copper  Harbor,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Mary  Corc^an, 
both  natives  of  Ireland.  Mrs.  Power  was  born  in  Toronto,  Canada.  They 
have  eight  children;  Walter  J.,  Catherine,  Patrick  S.,  May  Frances, 
Roscoe  B.,  Matthew  Lamar,  Victor,  and  Patricia.  Mr.  Power  has  taken 
an  earnest  part  in  politics,  has  been  a  hard  worker  in  campaigning  and  is  a 
fluent  speaker.  He  is  much  in  demand  for  memorial  and  other  addresses. 
He  is  larf^ely  interested  in  real  estate  in  Escanaba  and  elsewhere  and  is 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  Upper  l:'eninsuia. 


BENJAMIN  T.  HALSTI-AD,  Petoskey.  Judge  Halstead  was  born 
March  30,  1850,  in  Brooklyn,  New  Y<5rk.  His  father  was  JdIhi  S.  Hal- 
stead,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  a  siiip  caqjenter  by  occupation.  His 
mother  was  Emily  A.  Harroway.  She  was  bom  in  New  York,  but  her 
immediate  progenitors  came  from  England.  The  family  removed  to  Key- 
port,  New  Jersey,  when  Mr.  Halstead  was  a  child.  His  father  is  yet  living 
in  that  place,  and  is  crowned  with  years  and  the  honor  of  a  life  of  hard 
work  and  unfliiiciiing  integrity.  Mr.  Halstead  s  earlv  days  wi  re  sprat  in 
Keyport  attending  the  public  school;  when  he  wa^  old  enough  to  learn  the 
trade  of  ship  carpentering  he  began  an  apprenticeship  at  it  and  worked  for 
four  years.  He  attended  the  district  school  for  his  rudimentary  instruc- 
tion in  the  wisdom  of  books;  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  he  came  to  ^fichi- 
gan,  entered  the  Agricultural  ColIeg;e  in  the  spring  of  1870.  and  ;;t adiiatcd 
in  the  class  of  1873.  During  vacations  and  after  his  graduation  he  taught 
the  public  schools  at  Lake  View,  Howard  City,  and  other  points  until 
1875.  That  3rear  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Judge  C.  F.  McNutt,  at 
Bloomington,  Indiana,  where  he  prepared  for  law  school.  He  was  in  the 
Law  Department  of  the  University  of  Indiana  and  received  its  diploma  in 
June,  1876.  He  went  to  Da!!a<:  county,  Iowa,  for  the  purpose  of  cng^ag- 
ing  in  law  practice  in  the  newer  northwest  and  remained  there  until  tlie 
spring  of  1879.  His  experiences  in  that  State  were  not  pleasant  and  he 
came  back  to  Michigan,  entirely  convinced  that  it  was  good  enough  for 
him.  He  settled  in  Bany  county,  where  he  taught  school  until  1882.  In 
the  month  of  February  of  that  year  he  removed  to  Emmet  county  and 
established  hiiTiself  at  Harbor  Springs  where  he  practised  law  some  years. 
He  then  removed  to  Petoskey  in  the  same  county  where  he  has  since 
resided.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  Indiana  in  1876,  in  Iowa  in  1877 
and  in  Michigan  in  1880,  the  last  examination  being  before  Judge  Hooker, 
of  Eaton  routUy,  now  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  He  carries  on  a 
general  )au  business  and  has  no  partner,  preferring  to  practice  alone.  He 
was  justice  of  the  peace  one  term  and  was  a  member  of  the  school  board 
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at  Harbor  Springs  four  years.    He  was  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  from 

1886  to  1888  and  prosecuting  attorney  from  ]8?^8  tn  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat and  in  1 891  was  nominnted  by  hh  part)-  for  the  office  of  probate 
judge.  He  was  elected  and  still  holds  the  position.  He  was  married  May 
2,  1875,  to  Miss  Nettie  Howard  of  Lake  View.  She  was  a  native  of  New 
York  and  came  to  this  State  in  1872.  She  was  a  capable  teacher  and  is  a 
pleasant  and  attractive  lady.  They  have  had  three  children,  of  whom 
only  one  is  now  living,  Ben  jam  in  Ilo-.vard  Halstcad,  born  September  7» 
1876.  He  is  a  close  and  faithful  stmlc.-nt  and  has  taken  two  years'  instruc- 
tion at  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College,  and  one  year  at  the  Indiana 
State  University.  He  will  be  graduated  there  in  the  class  of  1897.  Mr. 
Halstead  has  been  a  Mason  since  1887,  and  is  a  member  of  Petoskey 
Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ;  was  Master  of  the  Blue  Lodge  one  year.  He  is 
admitted  to  prnctice  in  al!  the  courts  of  the  State  and  is  considered  one  of 
the  best  and  :ib\c>t  lawyers  in  northwestern  Michigan.  He  excels  as  a 
trial  lawyer  and  when  fully  aroused  can  make  a  powerful  plea.  He  has  a 
legal  mind  and  is  analytical  in  his  treatment  of  a  case.  He  marshals  all 
the  facts  and  principles  involved  in  it  in  such  a  way  that  opposition  is 
overcome  and  in  most  cases  the  jury  are  inclined  towards  his  side,  tn 

1887  Judge  Halstcad  received  the  comph'ment  of  the  deforce  of  A.  M., 
pro  merito  from  his  Alma  Mater,  the  Indiana  State  University. 


EDWARD  H.  GREEN,  Charlevoix.  Maj.  Edward  H.  Crcen  was  born 
October  3  1 ,  1834,  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania.  His  father,  Joseph 
Green,  was  a  native  of  Riiodc  Island,  of  Puritan  descent,  and  a  manufac- 
turer of  boots  and  shoes.  His  mother,  Susan  Sloat,  was  a  native  of  Lan« 
caster  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  she  lived  during  her  whole  life. 
Edward  H.  attended  the  public  schools  at  Majrtown,  Pennsylvania,  until 
twenty  vearR  of  age.  and  then  attended  the  first  State  Normal  school  at 
Miller<;villL,  I'ennsylvania,  and  taught  school  until  1861.  He  responded 
to  the  tirst  call  oi  the  President  for  volunteers  and  enlisted  April  19,  1861, 
in  the  Maytown  Infantry,  which  was  attached  to  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  as  Company  A.  The  regiment  became  a  part  of  General  Pat- 
terson's column  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  His  fir=:t  enlistment  was  for 
three  months.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  re-enlisted  in  the  One  Hun 
dred  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry  for  three  years,  and  subsequently 
enlisted  again  for  the  war.  The  One  Hundred  Seventh  Regiment  be- 
longed to  the  first  army  corps,  which  subsequently  formed  the  Third 
Division  of  the  Fifth  army  corps  when  General  Grant  took  personal  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Major  Grem  wa<^  wounded  through 
the  thigh  and  in  the  foot  in  the  second  battle  of  Hull  Run,  .August  30, 
1862.  After  lying  six  days  on  the  field  he  was  picked  up  with  other  dis- 
abled soldiers  and  conveyed  to  Lincoln  Hospital,  Washington,  where  he 
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remained  from  September  7,  1862,  to  January,  1863.  When  wounded  he 
was  first  sergeant  of  Company  E,  and  when  he  returned  to  his  regiment 

January  21st,  he  recoived  ,n  commi^smn  as  second  lieutenant  of  Company 
H,  and  seven  days  later  was  promoted  and  commissioiit  li  first  lirutt  iidiU. 
Being  unable  to  march  with  his  regiment  he  was  appointed  acting  adju- 
tant. November  23,  1863,  he  was  commissioned  captain  of  Company  H. 
At  the  battle  of  Spotsylvania,  May  21,  1864,  he  was  captured  by  the 
enemy  and  taken  to  Libby  Prison,  where  he  was  kept  for  a  month  and 
then  taken  tn  Macon,  Georc^ia,  and  thence  to  Savannah.  After  that  he 
was  removed  :n  Charleston,  SoutJi  Carolina,  and  placed  in  llic  iail  yard 
willi  six  hundred  commissioned  officers,  where  they  were  kept  under  (ire 
of  the  Union  guns.  After  several  other  removals  he  was  paroled  near 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  February  24, 1865,  having  been  held  a  prisoner 
for  nine  months.  He  was  exchanged  April  26,  and  joined  his  regiment 
May  14,  1865,  and  was  mustered  out  July  13,  1865.  He  was  brevet  ted 
major  by  the  President  March  13,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  at 
the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  and  Spotsylvania.  After  the  war  closed 
he  returned  home,  and  in  1866  came  to  Michigan,  entered  the  Law  De- 
partment of  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1868.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  by  the  Supreme  Court  at  Detroit 
in  the  spring  of  that  year.  While  prospecting  for  a  location  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  State  he  called  on  Judge  Ramsdell,  at  Traverse  City,  who 
advised  him  to  locate  at  Charlevoix.  He  acted  upon  that  advice,  and  has 
never  had  occasion  to  regret  his  choice  of  location.  The  county  of  Char- 
levoix was  organized  in  1869,  and  Major  Green  was  appointed  prosecuting 
attorney  for  the  county  and  also  Circuit  Court  Commissioner.  He  filled 
the  office  of  proseciiling  attorney  until  1873.  In  1872  he  was  elected  to 
the  Legislature  and  subsequently  re-elected,  serving  two  lerm^i.  He  was 
twice  elected  treasurer  of  the  county,  discharging  the  duties  of  that  office 
two  full  terms.  He  has  always  been  a  Republican  and  a  very  active  mem- 
ber of  the  party.  In  tlie  law  his  practice  has  been  largely  an  office  prac- 
tice as  a  counsellor.  He  is  a  Mason  and  has  long  been  an  ardent  supporter 
of  the  order.  He  was  the  first  Master  of  the  Masonic  Lndc^r  at  Charle- 
voix, servii^  as  such  for  six  years.  He  is  a  Knight  Templar  and  a  member 
of  the  commandery  at  Petoskey.  He  has  taken  active  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  the  first  commander  of  Baxter  Post.  By 
the  favor  of  the  people  Major  Green  has  devoted  more  time  to  public 
office  than  to  private  practice.  The  aggregate  number  of  years  spent  in 
the  perft)rmance  of  various  oftlcial  duties  is  twent>--t\vo.  lie  is  a  man 
of  great  personal  popularity  as  may  be  inferred  from  his  frequent  elec- 
tions. He  is  as  genial  in  social  life  as  he  was  brave  in  battle.  The  mem- 
ories of  the  war  are  dear  to  him.  He  finds  enjoyment  with  comrades 
around  the  camp  fires  of  the  Grand  Army  in  perpetuating  them  by  song 
and  story.  Major  Gn  t  ti  is  commander  of  the  Grand  Traverse  Soldiers' 
and  Sailors'  Association.    He  is  a  generous  man  in  charitable  deeds  and 
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laf^e-hearted  liberality,  which  distinguishes  the  progressive  citizen.  He 
was  married  in  1868  to  Luena  A.  Matthews,  of  Ann  Arbor,  who  died  in 

March,  1886,  leaving  two  sons  and  three  daughters.  He  was  married  a 
second  time,  September  27,  to  Mrs.  Genevra  Harncs  ( WiyK of  Man 

itowoc,  Wisconsin.  He  is  an  Episcopalian  and  warden  ot  Chri:>t  Chutcli 
Mission  at  Charlevoix. 


GEORGE  E.  FROST,  Cheboygan.  Alonzo  P.  Frost,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  New  York  and  a  harness  maker  by  trade.  He 
emigrated  to  Michigan  in  1836  and  a  few  years  later  settled  in  Pontiac, 
where  he  lived  until  1884.  In  that  year  he  removed  to  Chebo\  tvui,  which 
has  been  his  home  to  the  present  time.  After  coming  to  Michigan  he 
married  Misb  Nelly  Voorlieis,  a  native  of  New  V<.rk,  who  c  uru  to  Michigan 
in  1833  and  who  is  still  living  with  her  husband  in  Cheboygan,  in  1851 
they  settled  upon  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  near  Pontiac,  where  they 
cleared  a  farm  and  establshed  a  home,  in  which  the  family  lived  thirty- 
three  years.  George  E.,  son  of  Alonzo  P.  and  Nelly  Voorheis  Frost,  was 
born  March  74.  185  t,  at  Pontiac.  His  cliildhood  was  spent  on  the  farm 
and  as  soon  as  his  hands  were  strong  enough  to  lift  a  piece  of  brush  or 
wield  an  ax  he  was  taught  to  work  and  helped  transform  the  native  forest 
into  fertile  fields.  From  the  time  he  attained  school  age  until  twelve  years 
old  he  attended  the  country  district  schoob  in  winter  and  rendered  such 
assistance  a?  he  could  the  remainder  of  the  year  at  all  kinds  of  work  in  the 
clearinff  anri  in  th(^  fields.  Rctv/ecn  the  ngc^.  of  twelve  Hnd  twenty  he 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Pontiac  and  finished  willi  tiie  course  in  the 
high  school  of  that  city.  For  two  years  after  graduation  he  was  engaged 
in  teaching  district  schools,  and  while  thus  employed  began  the  study  of 
law  under  the  direction  of  Judge  Baldwin,  of  Pontiac.  He  was  a  student 
under  the  Judge's  tuition  for  a  period  of  two  years,  at  the  close  of  which  he 
entered  the  office  of  Alfred  Russell,  of  Detroit,  as  student  and  clerk. 
After  one  year  with  Mr.  Russell  under  his  excellent  instruction  lie  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  the  Wayne  Circuit  Court  by  Judge  Reilly.  Immedi- 
ately afterwards  he  formed  a  partnership  with  S.  Slesinger  and  opened  an 
office  in  Detroit  for  practice.  This  partnership  was  dissolved  in  1877  and 
Mr.  Frost  continued  in  the  practice  alone  for  the  next  two  years.  In  the 
sprmg  of  1879  he  if  moved  10  Ciieboygan,  and  for  the  first  fifteen  ycar^;  of 
his  residence  tiiere  practised  alone.  In  January,  1894,  lie  formed  a  part- 
nerehip  with  V.  D.  Sprague,  which  is  still  in  force.  His  law  business  is 
general  in  the  scope  and  character  of  business  taken  and  in  the  extent  of 
territory  covered.  Not  only  is  it  the  largest  and  most  profitable  in  the 
county,  but  it  extends  as  far  south  as  Louisiana.  Mr.  Frost  belongs  to 
that  class  oi  good  lawyers,  now  happily  increasing,  wtio  prefer  to  ser\'f  their 
clients  by  keeping  ihem  out  of  court  and  who  do  usually  render  tliern  much 
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greater  service  by  such  counsel  than  would  be  possible  by  litigating  their 
cases.    He  examines  with  scrupulous  care  the  merits  of  any  case  placed  in 

his  hands  and  never  advises  litigation  if  there  be  a  possibility  of  seen  ring:  a 
settlement  on  any  reasonable  terms.    In  this  kind  of  practice  he  is  rcmarii- 
abiy  successful.    It  is  advantageous  alike  to  the  lawyer  and  his  client,  as 
the  former  is.  enabled  to  transact  a  much  larger  business  and  the  latter 
saves  a  large  amount  in  expenses  attending  a  trial  and  not  infrequently  in 
court  costs.    The  trial  of  cases  in  court  can  hardly  be  afforded  by  a  good 
lawyer  unlt^ss  the  amount  involved  is  ver>'  lart^c  and  the  resources  of 
diplomrKV  are  inadequate  to  secure  tn  agrtLnu  nt  outside  of  court.  Mr. 
Frost  has  numerous  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  records  show  that 
he  has  met  with  more  than  average  success  before  that  tribunal.    He  is 
attorney  for  nearly  all  of  the  large  corporations  in  Cheboygan  and  receives 
from  them  annual  retainers.    In  poUtics  he  is  a  Republican.    Amon<T  his 
earliest  recollections  arc  the  hurrahs  of  the  Fremont  Campaign  in  1856. 
His  voire  was  heard  in  thai  campaign  and  with  scarcely  less  intelligence, 
though  much  less  noi&c,  than  characteriies  many  of  the  public  speakers  on 
the  stump  in  the  present  campaign.    The  first  political  office  he  held  was 
that  of  United  States  Commissioner  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Michigan, 
to  which  he  was  appouited  by  Judge  Henry  B.  Brown,  now  a  Justice  of  the 
United  States  S-jpreme  Court.    He  still  discharges  the  duties  <>(  that 
office,  held  under  appointment  made  in  1880.    From  1880  to  1884  he  was 
also  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  of  Cheboygan  County.    He  was  the  first 
Republican  ever  elected  president  of  the  village  of  Cheboygan.    His  elec- 
tion to  that  office  the  first  time  took  place  in  1883  and  he  was  re-elected 
twice,  serving  three  terms  and  declininf^  a  fourth  nomination,  which  wa«5 
tendered.     He  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Cheboygan  county 
twice,  first  in  1885  and  again  m  1889,  serving  two  terms,     lie  was  chosen 
an  alternate  to  the  Republican  National  Convention  of  1892  for  the  Tenth 
District  of  Michigan.    He  has  for  many  years  been  the  leader  in  the  poli- 
tics of  his  county;  but  has  always  been  firm  in  the  re  fusal  to  permit  his 
name  to  be  used  as  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature.    He  was  married  the 
fir-;1  time  in  iSSi  lo  Mary  T..  Bailey,  daiitrhter  of  Dr.  juhn  R.  Bailey,  of 
Mackinac  island,  who  died  the  (oiiowing  year  without  issue.    In  April, 
1 88s,  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Emma  C.  Freeman,  of  Middleport,  New 
York,  daughter  of  John  H.  Waterman,  now  of  Detroit.    Three  sons  were 
bom  of  this  marriage:  George  E.,  Stanley  H.,  and  Russell  W.  Mr.  Frost 
has  membership  in  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
trustee  for  several  years.    He  was  made  a  Mason  in  1885  and  takes  con- 
siderable interest  in  the  order.    He  belongs  to  the  Chapter  and  the  Coun- 
cil.   He  is  also  a  Knight  of  Pythias.    As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Frost  excels  in  the 
intuitive  sense  of  what  the  law  is,  without  being  obliged  to  look  it  up.  He 
is  fine  and  strong  m  pleading.    His  analysis  is  kt  en  and  his  application  of 
the  law  clear  and  fitting^.     He  is  reliable  and  v^orlhy  of  the  fullest  confi- 
dence of  his  brethren  at  the  Bar.  The  raetliods  which  he  employs  commend 
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themselves  to  the  most  reputable  practitioners.  Whether  m  the  conduct 
of  a  case  in  court  or  the  transaction  of  business  outside  of  court  he  is  uni- 
versally regarded  one  of  the  keenest  lawyers  in  the  State.  He  is  one  of 
the  most  eloquent,  influential  and  popular  public  speakers  in  his  section. 
He  is  therefore  frequently  called  upon  to  address;  public  assemblies.  His 
speeches  are  bright,  high-toned  and  witty.  He  is  jxjssc^sed  of  remarkable 
personal  magnetism  and  is  esteemed  an  exemplary  citizen.  Frost  & 
Sprague  have  the  best  law  library  in  the  circuit,  containing  more  than  three 
thousand  volumes. 


VICTOR  D.  SPRAGUE,  Cheboygan.  Victor  D.  Sprague,  of  Frost  & 
Sprague,  a  leading  law  6rm  of  Cheboygan,  was  bom  November  21,  1869, 
near  Vermontville,  Michigan.    His  father,  Pandora  A.  Sprague,  was  born 

in  central  New  York.  His  ancestors  were  of  Scotch  derivation,  and  were 
mainly  devoted  to  nj^Hcnltural  pursuits.  They  came  to  America  in  colonial 
days.  His  mother  was  Amanda  McNeil,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  of  Scotch 
descent.  The  elder  Sprague  came  to  Michigan  when  only  six  years  of  age 
in  183$.  His  father  found  a  home  for  his  family  near  Battle  Creek,  but 
presently  removed  to  Eaton  county,  where  he  still  lives.  They  were  the 
parents  of  three  boys  and  one  girl,  Victor  D.  being  the  youngest  child. 
Frank  A.  is  manager  of  the  MoHne  Plow  Works  at  St.  Louis.  The  sister 
is  Dr.  Minnie  D.  Baker,  and  has  her  home  at  Climax.  The  early  life  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  spent  on  the  farm,  and  his  education  began 
in  the  adjoining  district  school.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  struck  out  for 
himself.  His  father  gave  him  twenty-five  dollars,  and  he  went  west  to 
Council  Bluffs.  There  he  found  a  situation  as  an  office  boy  in  a  wholesale 
implement  house.  Hi":  salary  was  board,  room  and  clothing.  Hest.idieci 
short-hand,  nights,  and  in  six  months  became  so  proficicnLj  tliat  the  firm 
gave  him  a  position  as  stenographer.  He  remained  with  them  four  years, 
when  he  resigned  and  came  back  to  this  state  and  entered  the  Charlotte 
high  school.  This  was  in  September,  1888,  and  two  years  later  he  was 
graduated  from  the  clas.sical  course.  ITe  wac  a  brilliant  and  popular  .student 
and  his  class  elected  him  as  its  president  and  orator.  Soon  after  leaving 
school  he  entered  the  office  of  Judge  Van  Zile,  where  he  read  law  until 
the  opening  of  the  fall  term  of  the  Law  Department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  when  he  entered  that  institution.  He  took  special  work  in  the 
Literary  Department  and  was  a  member  of  the  graduating  law  class  of 
1892.  He  went  to  Cheboygan  to  bepjin  the  practice  of  law,  and  formed  a 
partnership  with  II.  W.  McArlhui.  Thi.s  association  continued  until 
September,  1893,  when  JVlr.  McArthur  retired  from  the  firm  on  account  of 
failing  health,  and  soon  after  died.  Mr.  Sprague  purchased  his  very  com- 
plete library  and  office  outfit  and  practised  alone  until  January  i,  1894, 
when  the  present  partnership  with  George  E.  Frost  was  formed.    He  is  a 
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Republican  and  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  in  1894  by  a  majority  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty-five  votes  in  a  county  normally  Democtatic  by  at 
least  two  hundred.  Among  the  cases  with  which  he  has  been  associated 
was  that  of  McKinnon  vs.  Gates  (102  Mich.  61S),  in  which  he  was 
attorney  for  plaintiff.  This  case  was  tried  in  the  Circuit  Court,  and  judg- 
ment given  plaintilf.  The  df  fen<;e  carried  the  ca«e  to  the  Supreme  Cotirt. 
where  judgment  was  reversed  and  case  remanded  for  trial.  The  Court  took 
this  action  on  account  of  error  in  admission  of  testimonyi  but  held  the 
plaintiff's  theory  correct.  It  was  tried  again  in  Ogemaw  county  Circuit 
Court,  where  judgment  was  again  rendered  for  plaintiff.  It  was  again 
carried  to  the  Supreme  Court  where  it  still  remains  undecided.  It  is  the 
only  case  in  Mirhigan  involvnig  these  points  of  controversy.  Anothercase 
was  that  of  McKinnon  vs.  Mestoii,  which  involved  very  interesting  ques- 
tions regarding  the  right  to  bring  replevin  suits  for  logs  cut  on  tax  title 
before  litigating  the  right  to  land  in  a  suit  for  ejectment.  He  was  attorney 
for  plaintiff  and  lost  his  suit  in  the  Circuit  Court,  but  carried  it  to  the 
Supreme  Court  and  won  a  favorable  decision.  This  case  is  recorded  In 
t04  Mich.  642.  As  prosccutinL;  attorney  he  made  a  brilliant  record  in 
nearly  two  hundred  cases,  running  from  petit  larceny  to  murder,  with  but 
two  acquittals  in  the  Circuit  Coiirt.  During  his  term  of  office,  he  tried  the 
celebrated  Appleyard  murder  case,  securing  a  verdict  of  murder  in  the 
second  degree.  In  this  case  he  was  ably  assisted  by  his  law  partner,  Mr. 
Frost,  while  the  defendant  was  represented  by  local  counsel  and  a  famous 
criminal  law  v  ei  of  Minnesota.  Mr.  .Sprajrue  is  a  member  of  the  ls.iiit;lits 
of  Pyiliias,  and  is  P.C.  of  his  home  lodge.  He  is  also  in  the  order  ot 
Maccabees,  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  He  was  married  October  2, 
1894,  to  Miss  Gertrude  Davis,  of  Charlotte.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Warren  Davis,  a  farmer  residing  near  that  city.  They  have  one  child,  Don 
Allen,  born  April  iC\  1S06.  Mr.  Spraitjue  is  ctill  a  young  man,  and  the 
world  is  before  him.  His  position  in  the  legal  piolession  is  assured.  He 
has  a  good  mind,  thoroughly  trained  for  the  subtleties  of  his  profession, 
and  is  strong  not  only  in  the  minutiae  but  also  in  the  broad  principles  of 
the  law.  He  carefully  prepares  his  cases.  He  is  a  fluent  and  impressive 
speaker,  and  makes  his  argument  convincing,  both  by  clearness  and  force. 


PETER  F.  DODDS,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Judge  of  the  Twenty-First  Judicial 
Circuit,  was  bom  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York,  January  4,  1849.  His 

parents,  John  and  Catherine  (Hoy)  Dodds,  were  natives  of  Ireland,  but 
emigrated  to  this  country  when  quite  youn^,  and  settled  in  New  York. 
In  1866  they  came  into  Michigan  and  located  m  Coe  township,  Isabella 
county,  where  they  remained  for  nine  years.  They  then  removed  to  Mt. 
Pleasant,  where  the  husband  and  father  died  in  1879.  Mrs.  Dodds,  the 
mother,  died  in  1889.    Judge  Dodds  was  only  seventeen  when  he  entered 
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the  State  to  make  his  home  with  his  parents  in  Isabella  county,  and  when 
he  was  nineteen  he  began  teaching  country  school.  In  this  occupation  he 
had  quite  a  long  and  varied  experience,  his  term  of  service  covering  fifty- 
seven  months  and  terminating  in  1874.    He  was  an  earnest,  ambitious 

young  man,  and  while  doing  acceptable  work  in  the  school  room,  was  also 
engaged  in  pursuing  those  studies  that  would  better  fit  him  for  a  broad  and 
influential  life.  He  \\  as  L;raduated  from  the  full  English  course  at  the  State 
Normal  in  Ypsilanti,  June,  1874.  Not  satisfied  with  his  standing  as  a 
graduate  of  that  school,  he  carried  on  college  studies  under  the  supervision 
of  the  faculty  of  Olivet  College  l  ie  was  a  member  of  its  graduating  class 
hi  1882  and  received  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  which  was  followed  later  on  by 
that  of  A.  M.  While  doing  thi--  work  along  the  lines  of  higher  education, 
he  was  also  engaged  in  preparation  for  the  legal  profession  and  in  its  active 
duties.  While  still  engaged  in  teaching  he  read  law;  and  after  his  gradua- 
tion from  the  State  Normal  took  a  term  in  the  Law  Department  of  the 
University  of  Micliigan,  as  supplementary  to  his  reading.  He  was  admit- 
ted to  the  Bar  at  Ithacn  in  1875,  began  his  professional  career  under 
very .  favorable  circumstances.  Hon.  Isaac  A.  Fancher.  '  liiruiiiiL;  confess- 
edly at  the  head  of. the  Isabella  county  Bar,  and  a  talented  lawyer  of  great 
reputation,  proposed  a  partnership  to  the  young  man.  Association  with 
with  such  a  man  was  of  great  benefit  to  Mr.  Dodds.  It  brought  him  into 
contact  with  a  most  xlesirable  class  of  clients,  and  put  him  in  a  good  light 
before  the  public.  F.  H.  Dodds,  a  brother,  was  admitted  to  the  firm  in 
1880,  taking  the  place  of  Mr..  Fancher,  who  soon  after  removed  to  Detroit. 
In  the  next  two  years  two  other  brothers  were  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and 
entered  the  firm — ^William  L.  Dodds,  who  died  in  February,  1894,  and 
George  E.  Dodds,  who  went  to  Colorado  in  1885,  where  he  still  resides. 
The  brother,  F.  H.  Dodds,  continued  in  partnership  until  Judge  Dodds 
became  a  member  of  the  Michii^an  fudiciary.  He  was  elected  on  the 
Republican  ticket  in  1893  and  assumed  judicial  functions  January,  1894, 
He  never  has  been  an  "  office  seeker,'*  but  was  elected  prosecuting  attor- 
ney of  Isabella  county  in  1880  and  served  for  one  term,  making  a  good 
reputation.  He  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  county  board  of  school 
examiners  and  has  taken  a  lively  intere^^t  in  educational  matters.  He  is  a 
pleasant  and  sociable  ^.[entleman  ami  is  much  regarded  in  Masonic  circles. 
He  is  a  member  of  VVatoji  Lodge,  No.  305,  and  Mt.  Pleasant  Chapter,  No. 
Ill,  R.  A.  M.  Soon  after  his  admission  to  practice  he  was  married  in  Mt. 
Pleasant  to  Minnie  E.  Bouton,  the  daughter  of  Henry  S.  and  Cornelia 
Bouton,  of  Homer.  Calhoun  county.  They  were  married  in  Mt.  Pleasant, 
April  20,  1876,  and  are  the  parents  of  one  =;on,  Fabian  Bouton  Dodds, 
who  was  born  in  1884.  Judyc  1 'odd'^  has  been  on  tlie  Bench  long  enough 
to  demonstrate  his  upright  characicr  and  his  judicial  temperament.  He  is 
unassuming  in  his  manners,  pleasant  to  all  and  universally  respected.  He 
is  a  man  of  unimpeachable  integrity,  and  his,  friends  prophesy  a  bright 
career  for  him. 
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HENRY  H.  HOLT,  Muskegon.    This  subject,  who  is  the  oldest  son  of 
Henry  Holt  and  Lorancy  Potter  Holt,  was  born  in  Camden,  New  York, 
March  27,  1831.    His  father,  aiiative  of  Chaplin,  Connecticut,  was  bom 
in  1803  and  died  in  Kent  county,  Michigan,  in  1894.  His  grandfather  Nehe- 
miah  Holt  lived  and  died  in  Chaplin,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  having 
been  a  non-commissioned   offu  i-r   in    Colonel    Durkee's   Regiment,  4th 
Connecticut  Infantry,    llis  mother  was  born  in  Herkimer  county,  New 
York,  August  1 ,  1 808 ;  was  of  the  eighth  generation  in  descent  from  Robert 
Potter  who  emigrated  from  England  in  1628,  settling  in  Salem,  Massachu- 
setts, and  ten  years  later  became  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Rhode  Island. 
Fisher  Potter,  a  grandson  of  Robert,  married  Mary  Windsor,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Windsor  and  Mercy  William?,  whose  grandfather  was  Ro|»er  Wil- 
liams the  illustrious  Quaker  and  founder  of  Rhode  Island.    Thus  the 
subject  of  our  sketch  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  branches  of  the  Williams, 
Potter  and  Holt  families  through  this  marriage.    His  mother  died  in 
Herkimer  county  in  1835.   The  father  of  our  subject  remained  in  Herkimer 
county  until  1852  and  then  removed  with  his  family  to  Kent  county, 
Michigan.     Henn,-  H.  attended  district  school  in  the  State  of  New  York 
and  entered  tairticid  Academy  in  184^;  from  thence  went  to  Pomfret, 
Connecticut  and  pursued  his  academic  studies,  teaching  occasionally  as 
circumstances  would  permit.    Having  decided  to  take  up  the  study  of  law, 
he  attended  the  Law  School  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  for  a  time  and 
then  entered  the  Union  Law  College  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  some  t\\  o  ypar«?  later  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
courts  of  Ohio,  ol  wliicli  tlie  Hon.  David  Tod,  afterwards  the  War  Gov- 
ernor of  Ohio,  was  president.    He  returned  to  Michigan  and  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  Michigan  courts  at  Grand  Rapids  by  Judge  George  Mar- 
tin, who  was  then  on- the  Circuit  Bench,  and  who  after\\'ards  became  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  rif  the  State.     He  settled  in  Muskegon  in 
May,  1858,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  was  elected  prosecuting  attor- 
ney of  Ottawa  county,  which  at  that  time  included  jthe  territory  now  com- 
prised in  Muskegon  county.    When  the  latter  was  set  off  in  the  following 
year  Mr.  Holt  was  elected  its  first  prosecuting  attorney  at  a  special  elec- 
tion and  afterwards  re-elected,  holding  the  office  four  years.    He  was  then 
elected  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  and  aejain  was  re-elected  to  that  office . 
He  liad  establish,  d  himself  in  his  profession  and  in  the  confidence  of  the 
community,  so  that  in  x866  he  was  nominated  and  elected  to  represent  a 
district  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  Legislature.  In 
1868  and  again  in  1870  he  was  re-elected  to  the  same  position.  During 
the  last  two  terms  he  was  made  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means.     In  1872  Mr.  Holt  v;as  elected  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State 
and  two  yi  ars  later  was  re-elected,  discharging  all  the  duties  appertaining 
to  this  office,  especially  as  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate,  in  a  highly  cred- 
itable  manner.    In  1878  he  was  again  chosen  to  represent  his  district  in 
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the  House  and  was  again  appointed  chairman  of  the  committer  on  ways 
and  means.  His  experience  found  considerable  scope  in  that  position  dur- 
ing the  buildmg  of  the  capitol  at  Lansing.  He  was  again  elected  to  the 
House  in  i886.  It  should  also  be  stated  in  enumerating  his  public  services 
that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1867.  In  the 
number  of  terms  of  service  as  a  legislator,  he  stands  at  the  head  of  the 
list  of  members  in  the  State,  during  all  of  it?  history,  down  to  the  present 
time.  He  has  also  been  elected  to  various  offices  of  the  city  of  Muskegon, 
among  which,  is  that  of  mayor  in  1878  and  re-elected  in  1879.  In  1873 
Mr.  Holt  made  a  tour  of  the  Continent  of  Europe,  visiting  all  the  countries 
quite  generally,  excepting  Spain  and  Portugal.  Two  years  later  he  made 
a  second  trip  in  which  his  travels  were  extended  into  Kgypt.  including 
Palestine  and  the  country  of  the  Eastern  Mrditi-rranean.  Mr.  Holt  has 
always  taken  an  active  mterest  in  the  improvements  of  Muskegon  harbor 
anci  in  tioing  this  has  made  numerous  visits  to  Washington,  to  bring  the 
matter  to  the  attention  of  the  War  Department  and  of  various  Congres- 
sional harbor  committees;  often  at  his  own  personal  expense.  Mr.  Holt 
was  married  in  1867  to  Mrs.  Mary  Winter  of  Lansing,  who  died  in  1872 
leavinff  no  children.  He  was  married  a  second  time  in  1877  to  Mrs.  Cath- 
erine t.  Hackiey  of  Muskegon;  there  are  no  children  by  this  marriage. 


DONALD  R.  McINTYRE,  Cadillac.  Mr.  Mclntyre  was  born  at  Ann 
Arbor,  June  14.  1852.  His  parents  were  both  natives  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  his  father,  Donald  Mclntyre,  settled  at  Ann  Arbor  in  the 
30*s.  He  lived  in  that  place  most  of  the  time  until  his  death  in  1891 
and  was  a  very  prominent,  useful  citizen.  He  was  engaged  in  banking 
most  of  his  life,  was  for  a  long  time  treasurer  of  the  University  of  Michi 
';^an,  and  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  of  the  board  of  n  gents.  He 
was  reliable,  trustworthy  and  upright.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  Jane  Eaker,  an  estimable  woman,  who  died  when  her  only  son 
was  yet  a  child.  Three  other  children  were  daughters.  The  early  life  of 
Donald  E.  was  passed  in  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools 
and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  1 888.  He  afterwards  took  a  spe- 
cial course  in  mathematics  in  the  University  of  Michigan  under  the  emi- 
nent astronomer.  Professor  Watson.  He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Beaks,  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  in  the  fall  of  1870  entered  the  Law  Department 
of  the  University  of  Michigan.  He  was  graduated  in  the  law  with  the 
dass  of  1872,  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Detroit  the  following  summer  and 
began  the  practice  at  Big  Rapids.  He  remained  in  that  place  only  one 
year  and  then  removed  to  Cadillac,  which  has  continued  to  be  the  place  of 
bis  residence.  His  first  partnership  was  formed  with  D.  A.  Rice  and  con- 
tinued about  eight  years.  Afterwards  he  became  associated  in  partnership 
with  Judge  Fallass,  which  was  maintained  until  the  >tter  became  judge. 
*9 
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After  that  he  continued  in  the  practice  alone  until  1891  when  a  partner- 
ship was  foniKd  with  F.  C.  Wetmore,  then  a  recent  graduate  of  the.  Law 
Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  Thi';  relation  continues  at 
the  present  time.  The  practice  of  Mr.  Mcltuyrc  lias  always  been  general 
in  scope.  He  has  had  no  specialty,  nor  has  his  practice  been  confined  to 
the  circuit  in  which  he  lives.  It  extends  throughout  western  Michigan 
and  is  large  in  the  Supreme  Cr  urt  of  the  State.  He  is  local  attorney  for 
the  Grand  Rapids  and  Indiana  rnilroiid.  the  Cadillac  State  Bank,  and  most 
of  the  large  coi poration":  in  ttie  city  ot  liis  residence.  Although  he  has 
been  connected  wUii  riiuiiy  interesting  and  important  cases  as  shown  by 
the  reports,  it  is  his  preference  that  none  of  them  be  mentioned  specifi- 
cally. Politically  he  has  always  been  a  Republican  and  manifested  a  keen 
interest  in  the  success  of  his  party.  He  has  not  aspired  to  political  office 
and  never  held  any  by  popular  election  except  that  of  prosecuting  attor- 
ney, to  which  he  wa.s  cho.sen  in  1SS2.  In  thi^  office  he  served  a  single 
term.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  the  city  attorney  of  Cadillac.  He 
was  married  In  [87§  to  Miss  Ella  Green,  who  died  in  1882  without  issue. 
He  was  married  again  in  1884  to  Miss  Sophie  Mitchell,  daughter  of  George 
A.  Mitchell,  founder  of  the  town  of  Cadillac,  a  lumberman  and  man  of 
affairs  generally.  There  are  no  living  children  the  issue  of  this  marriage. 
Mr.  Mclntyre  i-.  a  fine  lawyer.  -^Kriie'.vhnt  brnsqiie  and  abrupt  in  his  man- 
ner. He  is  independent  in  di.sposition,  caring  little  for  public  opinion. 
He  is  a  good  pleader  and  carries  a  laige  court  practice  very  successfully. 
He  is  scrupulously  exact  in  his  legal  ethics,  keeps  an  appointment  and 
observes  an  agreement  with  a  bn  ther  lawyer  as  a  matter  of  sacred  honor. 
It  is  not  necessaiy  that  he  should  be  bound  in  writing.  His  verbal 
promise  is  a^;  good  as  a  written  bond.  He  is  in  all  respects  a  law-abiding 
citizen,  but  not  an  active  one  in  public  affairs.  He  attends  strictly  and 
carefully  to  his  law  business  and  his  personal  obligations.  He  has  pros- 
pered in  business  and  been  prudent  in  his  investments.  His  recreation  is 
found  in  the  care  of  two  pet  farms,  on  one  of  which  he  maintains  a  deer 
park.  He  is  a  good  sportsman,  fond  of  fishing  and  hunting  for  large 
game,  but  has  no  special  fondness  for  society.  He  is  neit  m  the  least 
inclined  to  be  gushing  or  promiscuous  with  his  friendship.  On  the  con- 
trary he  is  careful  in  extending  his  confidence,  but  is  a  friend  indeed  to 
one  who  mjoys  his  confidence,  and  is  respected  by  all. 


CHARLES  A.  WITHEY,  Reed  City.  Charles  Allen  Withcy  was  born 
in  the  township  of  Brighton,  Livingston  county,  Michigan,  June  24,  1849. 
His  parents,  EUas  Withey  and  Anna  Goodspeed,  were  natives  of  New 
York.  His  paternal  grandmother  was  of  Spanish  extraction,  but  other- 
wise the  W'itlu-y  and  Goodspced  families  were  long- established  in  the  colo- 
nies.   His  paternal  grandfather  attended  a  tea  party  in  Boston  which  has 
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been  rrmch  talked  about,  and  was  entertained  by  the  British  eight  years 
on  a  prison  ship  as  an  evidence  of  their  appreciation  of  the  part  he  took 
in  the  inauguration  of  the  American  Revolution.  EUas  Withey  married 
in  New  York  and  was  lock-keeper  on  the  Oswego  canal  for  a  time,  but 
removed  to  Pleasant  Valley,  Livingston  county,  where  be  bought  and 
cleared  a  farm.  He  remained  on  the  farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
sixty,  when  he  removed  to  the  villatje  of  Brighton,  where  he  died  October 
lO,  His  wife  died  at  the  same  place  eight  years  before.    The  won- 

derful discoveries  of  gold  reported  in  Idaho  Territory  about  1865  gave  him 
the  fever  to  such  a  d^ree  that  he  rented  his  farm,  and,  with  an  emigrant 
outfit,  secured  at  Omaha,  made  the  trip  overland  to  the  gold  diggings, 
returning  in  the  same  way  the  following  year  witb  an  accumulation  of  expe- 
rience. Char!e<;  A.  did  not  go  west.  lie  had  worked  on  hi?  father's  iarm 
until  sixteen,  and  now,  when  that  was  rented,  he  began  life  tor  himself, 
working  by  the  month  for  neighboring  fanners.  He  had  scant  opportuni- 
ties for  early  schooling,  and  the  first  use  he  made  of  his  independent  earn- 
ings was  to  lake  a  course  of  study  in  the  Thomas  &  Olmstead  Commercial 
College.  He  was  clerk  and  bookkeeper  in  several  stores,  and  in  his  nine- 
teenth year  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  carriages  and  buggies 
in  Detroit.  He  did  both  a  wholesale  and  retail  business,  and  reaped  large 
success  for  one  so  young.  He  carried  on  business  in  that  city  for  three 
years  and  then  removed  to  Brighton,  where  his  father  became  a  partner  in 
the  enterprise.  A  fire  destroyed  the  factory  and  left  Mr.  Withey  two 
thousand  dollars  in  debt.  He  was  young  and  strong  and  not  easih'  dis- 
couraged ;  so  he  applied  himself  with  vigor  to  the  payment  of  this  heavy 
indebtedness.  He  had  become  an  expert  carriage  painter  and  finisher,  and 
secured  remunerative  employment  in  the  village  of  Caro.  He  worked  hard* 
saved  money  and  had  nearly  extinguished  all  claims  against  him  when  bis 
health  broke  down  under  this  close  application  and  necessitated  a  change 
of  employment.  It  was  not  unwelcome  as  it  opened  the  door  to  a  legal 
career  which  had  long  been  in  his  dreams.  He  read  law  under  the  dtrec- 
tion  of  Arthur  Rose,  of  Caro,  who  was  attacked  with  consumption  and  died 
in  less  than  a  year  from  the  time  he  admitted  Mr.  Withey  to  his  office. 
Much  of  his  business  was  done  by  the  young  !a^v  student,  who  found  great 
help  in  the  professional  insight  thn<^  afforded.  lie  retains  grateful  memo- 
ries of  his  instructor  as  a  lawyer  and  a  man.  Mr.  W'itlicy  wa"^  admitted  to 
the  Tuscola  county  Bar  June  7,  1878,  and  was  almost  immediately 
appointed  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  to  fill  a  vacancy.  This  was  a 
remunerative  office  under  the  conditions  then  existing,  and  in  the  year 
which  he  held  it  he  ^av  rd  enough  to  put  him  through  the  Law  Department 
of  the  University  of  Michigan.  He  was  a  member  of  the  jr^aduating  class 
of  1870,  and  located  for  practice  in  Evart.  He  formed  .1  pat  tnership  with 
a  brother  of  his  iirst  preceptor,  Charles  H.  Rose,  and  was  with  him  some 
eighteen  months.  He  then  went  to  Reed  City  and  associated  himself  with 
Col.  Charles  H.  Holden,  a  leading  spirit  of  that  place.    They  established 
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d  law,  loan  and  real  estate  business,  which  ior  four  \'L-ars  was  high!)-  pros- 
perous. For  the  second  and  third  years  the  income  oi  the  firm  exceeded 
$40,000.  Then  came  on  a  period  of  stagnation  in  real  estate  which  greatly 
injured  that  feature  of  their  business,  and  at  the  expiration  of  five  years 
the  partnership  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Withey  thereafter  applying  himself 
exclusively  to  the  A<;  n  lawyer  he  has  a  reputation  of  general 

efficiency,  and  has  acquin-d  bu'^irie-s  from  all  parts  of  the  I.nwer  l\'nin8ula. 
Lately  several  important  cases  have  come  to  him  trom  the  f  amous  Gogebic 
iron  range  of  the  Upper  Peninsula,  and  the  number  of  desirable  clients 
seeking  his  services  is  steadily  increasing.  He  does  a  general  law  business, 
being  much  sought  after  in  damage  suits.  Of  his  first  twenty  cases  in  the 
Supreme  Cotirt  he  won  fifteen,  and  made  a  good  record  in  all.  His  first 
case  was  that  of  Freiburg  et  al,  vs.  Cod}'  ct  al.  (55  Mich.  108),  involving 
in  a  peculiar  manner  the  length  of  time  which  the  holder  of  a  check  may 
delay  its  presentation  and  yet  be  able  to  hold  its  maker  liable  in  the  event 
of  failure  of  the  bank  during  such  interval  of  delay.  The  People  vs.  Min- 
nie Beilfuse  (59  Mich.  576),  charge  buiglary,  was  a  bitterly  contested  case 
which  is  often  quoted.  Willie  R.  Smith  vs.  \ViIli,ain  Dunham  (78  Mich. 
310),  was  a  damage  case  fought  to  the  fimsli.  il  wa.s  tried  tlirc  e  times  in 
the  Circuit,  and  once  in  the  Supreme  Court.  The  uppusmg  counsel  were 
numerous  and  able,  and  the  presiding  judge  with  them  in  his  sympathies. 
Stevens  vs.  Panttind  et  al.  (95  Mich.  145),  involved  the  rights  of  landlord 
and  tenant,  and  the  law  of  negligence  and  pleading.  It  was  three  times 
before  the  Circuit  and  three  times  in  the  Supreme  Court.  The  opposition 
was  ably  conducted  by  several  brilliant  and  aggressive  lawyers  who  left  no 
stone  unturned  to  protect  their  clients.  Young  vs.  The  Ohio  Farmers' 
Insurance  Company  (92  Michigan,  68)  was  an  interesting  case  in  insurance 
litigation.  Mr.  Withey  was  married  October  28,  1872,  to  Miss  Lucy  R. 
Gilluly,  at  Brighton.  K<*r  parent'^.  John  and  Alvira  Gilluly,  were  long 
residents  of  the  place.  l!er  fatlier  was  from  Rhode  Island,  her  mother 
from  New  V  ork.  Both  came  to  this  State  when  children.  The  former  was 
a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1857,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
Law  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  in  186 1.  He  practised 
law  for  a  short  time  in  Brighton,  and  entered  the  Union  Army  as  captain 
of  Company  I,  5th  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantn.'.  He  was  an  officer  of 
ability,  ai)d  rose  to  the  command  of  his  regiment.  He  was  killed  in  battle 
at  Fredericksburg.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W  ithey  are  titc  parents  ol  two  children 
J.  Howard  and  Mildred  A.,  twelve  and  nine  years  old. 
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ROSWELL  LEAVITT,  hellrure.  Hon.  Roswcl!  I.e.ivitt  was  born 
December  2,  1843,  at  Turner,  Maine.  His  lather,  Alvan  Leavitt,  a 
farmer,  was  a'  native  of  Maine,  and  his  ancestors  were  among  the  early 
Puritan  settlers  of  Massachusetts.  They  came  from  England,  and  were 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Pembroke.  The  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Turner.  Hi>^  mother  v.-ns  Su«;ann,-i 
Dean,  a  native  ot  Leeds,  Maine.  Her  ancc.-lors  were  also  aniong  tlic 
Puritan  settlers  of  Massachusetts,  and  among  tlie  first  to  locate  at  what  is 
now  Taunton.  Mr.  Leavitt's  early  days  were  spent  on  the  farm,  and  in 
attending  the  district  and  high  schools  of  his  native  town.  When  he  was 
sixteen  years  old,  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Penobscot  county, 
where  he  began  teachin<^.  He  taught  ten  terms  during  the  winter  season 
and  studied  in  the  long  summer  intermissions,  thus  fitting  himselt  tor  col- 
lege. In  the  last  year  of  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  in  a  Maine  regiment, 
but  did  not  see  much  active  service  and  was  mustered  out  at  the  close  of 
the  war.  In  1868  he  was  a  member  of  the  Maine  Legislature  representing 
the  Springfield  district.  In  1869  he  entered  Cornell  University,  and  was 
a  ntiident  for  three  years  in  the  scif^ntific  course.  In  1S73  '^^  came  to 
Michigan,  entered  the  Law  Department  ot  the  University  and  was  gradu- 
ated with  the  class  of  187$.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Washtenaw 
county  in  the  spring  of  the  year  of  his  graduation,  and  a  few  months  later 
he  located  at  Elk  Rapids.  He  remained  there  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  prrifr'^sion  until  tR8o,  when  It  was  decided  to  remove  the  countv  seat 
from  I-',lk  Kapid'^  to  the  eeiiter  e>i  the  eounty.  He  then  helped  to  found 
the  new  town  of  Bellaire,  the  present  county  seat.  He  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  practice  there  since  that  time.  In  the  fall  of  1876,  he  was 
elected  prosecuting  attorney  and  Circuit  Court  Commissioner,  serving 
eight  years  as  prosecutor  and  later  on  served  four  years  more  in  the  same 
office.  He  was  the  principal  attorney  in  hchalf  of  the  removal  of  the 
county  seat,  and  liad  pitted  against  him  some  of  the  best  legal  talent  in 
the  State.  Among  them  were  Otto  Kirchner,  Fitch  R.  Williams,  Ashley 
Pond  and  others.  In  the  trial  of  the  case  in  the  Supreme  Court,  Mr. 
Leavitt  had  as  his  associate  the  late  Charles  I.  Walker,  of  Detroit.  He 
won  the  case,  and  was  much  complimented  on  its  brilliant  management. 
He  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  in  1888  on  the  Republican  ticket,  from 
the  Twenty-ninth  District,  which  included  the  counties  of  Grand  I  raverse, 
Antrim,  Charlevoix,  Leelanaw  and  Manitou,  and  served  one  term.  Mr. 
Leavitt  has  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  building  up  of  the  village  of  Bel- 
laire. His  college  training  has  made  him  a  leader  in  the  educational  affairs 
of  the  county.  He  became  a  member  of  the  villa^^e  school  board  very 
soon  after  its  orn'anization,  and  has  served  the  community  in  that  capacity 
nearly  all  the  time  since  that  event,  lie  has  done  much  to  further  the 
erection  of  the  excellent  high  school  at  Bellaire.  He  has  been  an  active 
temperance  worker  all  his  life  and  has  suffered  in  a  financial  as  well  as  a 
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political  way  for  his  radical  ideas  on  the  ■^ubjtct,  He  was  married  May 
29,  1877,  t<>  Miss  Annie  C.  Lawrence,  of  Elk  Rapids,  a  native  of  Canada. 
She  died  August  2,  1879,  leaving  two  children,  Clyde,  born  March  1, 
1878,  and  Scott,  born  June  [6,  1879.  While  Mr.  Leavitt  was  in  Cornell 
he  was  the  first  president  of  the  celebrated  Cornell  University  Boat  Club, 
which  later  won  the  International  Heat  Race  at  Saratoga.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  editors  ©f  tlu  Cornell  "Era,"  and  was  very  active  in  suppress- 
ing the  hahit  of  hazing  in  that  InsHtnttnn.  He  is  a  public  spirited  man 
and  has  done  much  towards  advancing  ail  the  commercial  and  educational 
interests  of  the  town  of  Bellaire,  whidh  owes  so  much  to  his  interest  and 
ability.    He  is  a  good  lawyer,  and  a  clean,  wholesome  gentleman. 


KELLY  S.  SEARL,  Ithaca.  Mr.  Searl  is  senior  partner  in  the  firm 
of  Searl  and  Kirby.  He  was  born  February  4,  1862,  at  Fairfield,  Shiawas^ 
see  county,  Michigan.  His  father  is  Chauncey  D.  Searl,  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont, who  is  still  livinry  on  his  farm  in  ShiawaRsee  county.  Hi?  mother 
was  Harriet  Kelly,  a  native  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Searl  attended  the  district 
school  until  he  was  seventeen  and  then  attended  the  village  schools  in 
Elsie  and  Ovid.  His  literary  education  was  completed  with  attendance  in 
the  Northern  Indiana  Normal  School  at  Valparaiso.  After  that  he  taught 
five  years  and  in  1884  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  University  of 
Michijran,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1886.  Tn  March,  1887,  he 
opened  a  law  office  at  Ashley,  where  he  engaged  in  practice  lor  the  next 
three  years.  In  April,  1890,  he  settled  in  Ithaca.  For  the  first  five  years 
in  his  new  home  he  continued  in  practice  alone;  but  April  i,  1895,  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Julius  B.  Kirby,  which  is  still  in  existence  and 
promises  to  be  permanent.  Among  the  importnnt  ra<--rs  Mr.  .Searl  has 
managed  may  hr  im ntioned  the  Portsmouth  Savings  Hank  vs.  I  he  Village 
of  Ashley  {g\  Mich,  page  670).  In  this  case  he  was  the  attorney  for 
defendant.  The  question  involved  was  whether  or  not  the  president  and 
clerk  of  a  village  had  the  legal  right  to  deliver  water  works  bonds  without 
authority  of  the  council,  and  whether  or  not  the  innocent  purchaser  of 
Fuch  bonds  could  hold  the  village  for  payment  of  the  same.  The  Supreme 
(  'ourt  liijcided  ihc  village  \s  a.-,  i>(/;  liable,  and  declared  the  bonds  void.  Mr. 
Searl  attends  strictly  to  his  law  business  and  has  not  been  a  candidate  for 
political  office.  He  is  a  Republican  and  manifests  the  interest  of  a  good 
citizen  in  the  success  of  his  party,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  each  cam- 
paign, but  asks  no  partisan  favors.  He  was  married  September  30,  1885, 
to  M?iggie  A.  Smith,  daughter  of  William  W.  Smith,  ot  Mason,  Michigan. 
They  have  three  children:  Etlu  1  M..  Ha^el  D.,  and  William  Chauncey. 
He  is  a  Mason  and  a  Knight  of  Pythias.  He  was  a  charter  member  and  the 
first  Chancellor  Commander  of  Ashley  Lodge  K.  of  P.    His  preference  is 
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chancery  practice,  to  which  he  has  given  much  attention.  The  firm  of 
which  he  is  the  head  is  engaged  in  litigation  in  all  of  the  State  Courts  and 
does  not  especially  seek  a  collection  business. 

JULIUS  B.  KIRBY,  Ithaca.  Mr.  Kirby  is  junior  member  of  the  law 
firm  of  Searl  &  Kirby.  He  was  bom  at  Eureka,  Clinton  county,  Michigan, 
June  19,  1873.  His  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  came  to  Michigan 
in  the  fifties  and  settled  in  Clinton  county,  where  he  lived  until  187$^  and 

then  removed  to  his  native  rotinty,  where  he  has  resided  continuously  to 
the  present  time,  engaged  in  farming  until  since  which  tim<-  he  has 

resided  in  the  village  of  Ashley.  His  mother  was  Hcnneiia  Hrownj  also  a 
native  of  Ohio.  Julius  was  educated  in  the  village  school  at  Ashley  and 
graduated  from  the  high  school  in  June,  1892.  Almost  immediately  after- 
wards^  he  entered  the  Inw  office  of  Kelly  S.  Searl  at  Ithaca  as  a  student, 
where*  he  remained  about  two  years.  He  wa«^  examined  for  admissioii 
to  the  Bar,  June  19,  1^94  (the  twenty-first  anniversary  of  his  birth),  and 
admitted  to  practice  by  the  judge  of  the  Circuit  Court.  April  1,  he 
was  admitted  to  a  partnership  with  his  preceptor,  and  the  association  is 
still  maintained.  He  has  a  taste  for  the  law  and  is  possessed  of  the 
characteristics  which,  under  favorable  conditions,  can  scarcely  fail  to  secure 
for  him  an  honorable  rnrccr  in  his  chosen  profe'^sion.  He  is  wide  awake, 
active,  indubUioub  and  perscvcrinc^.  His  firm  conducts  a  business  equnl  to 
that  of  any  in  the  town.  In  pulitits  lie  is  an  earnest  Republican,  desirous 
of  the  success  of  his  party,  but  not  inclined  to  leave  his  profession  for  the 
•sake  of  becoming  an  office-seeker  or  an  office-holder.  He  was  married 
June  19,  1895,  to  Edith  E.  Clark,  daughter  of  W.  J.  Clark,  a  merchant  of 
Ithaca.  Mr.  Kirby  is  a  Mason,  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  a  worthy  younir 
man  who  enjoys  the  conhdcr.cc  of  the  Bar  in  hi-  county,  and  of  the  public 
so  far  as  his  acquanitance  extends.  The  firm  ul  Seail  &c  Kirby  is  con- 
stituted for  business  in  the  practice  of  law,  and  both  of  its  members  are 
on  good  terms  with  a  clientage  that  is  increasing. 


FRANCIS  Q.  CLARK,  Marquette.  Hon.  Francis  O.  Clark,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  a  son  of  New  England  parents,  has  been  a  resident  of  the 
Upper  Peninsula  of  Michigan  for  a  third  of  a  century.  He  was  born 
December  18,  1843,  in  Girard,  Erie  county,  where  his  father,  John  B. 

Clark,  a  native  of  Vermont,  mannfacf ured  leatherand  harness.  Hi<;  r^r.^nd- 
father,  Major  Clark,  was  a  Revolutionary  sohlier,  us  indeed  were  other 
members  of  the  taniily.  I  lis  mother  was  Cliarlottc  M.  Woodruff,  a  native 
of  Connecticut  and  a  lineal  descendant  of  John  Alden,  one  of  the  May- 
flower's pilgrim  passengers,  whose  fame  will  live  in  literature  as  long  as 
the  pure  and  sentimental  verses  of  Longfellow  appeal  to  a  lover's  heart. 
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Both  parents  were  of  English  descent.  His  mother's  father,  Rev.  Eph- 
raim  T.  W'ooilruff,  was  a  minister  of  the  Congregational  church,  first  in  his 
native  State,  Connecticut,  and  subsequently  in  the  Western  Reserve, 
Ohio,  where  both  grandfathers  4ied.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  passed 
his  boyhood  at  work  in  his  father's  tannery,  and  in  school.  He  applied 
himself  with  such  diligence  as  to  acquire  a  liberal  academic  education.  It 
was  his  purpose  to  pursue  a  classical  course  and  he  was  carefully  prepared 
to  enter  the  sophomore  class  in  Hamilton  College  when  failing  health 
caused  a  change  in  his  plans.  In  1862,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  located 
in  the  Lake  Superior  region.  In  the  capacity  of  a  civil  engineer  he 
assisted  in  locating  and  constructing  the  Chicago  and  Northwestern  rail- 
road in  the  Upper  Peninsula.  Having  inherited  the  literary  tastes  and 
professional  abilities  of  his  mother's  people  he  studied  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Har  in  1870.  For  the  first  five  years  he  was  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profcssiun  at  Escanaba.  and  during  the  same  time  filled 
important  official  positions.  In  1872  he  was  elected  presidertt  of  the  vil- 
lage; in  1873  he  was  prosecuting  attorney  for  the  county;  in  1874  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  and  served  during  the  session  of 
the  following  winter.  In  1876  he  removed  his  residence  to  Marquette,  which 
has  since  been  his  home  continuously.  Mr.  Clark  has  won  success  in  his 
profession,  not  only  financial  success,  which  enlarges  a  man's  influence  and 
opportunities,  but  also  reputation  and  standing.  He  has  built  up  and 
maintained  a  very  valuable  practice  and  achieved  eminence  as  one  of  the 
most  reputable  lawyers  of  the  Peninsula.  Careful  and  thorough  in  study 
he  has  acquired  broad  knowledge  of  the  law.  Quick  in  perception  and 
acute  in  discrimination  he  sees  immediately  the  salient  points  in  the  case.- 
Fertile  in  resource  he  is  able  to  meet  without  embarrassment  new  questions 
that  may  arise  during  the  trial.  He  is  strong  and  eriective  in  argument, 
fluent  and  forcible  as  an  advocate.  His  devotion  to  bis  profession  is  not 
permitted  to  obscure  his  pride  in  citizenship  or  stifle  his  interest  in  educa- 
tion and  good  government.  He  has  served  as  school  inspector  and  super- 
visor, two  terms  as  mayor  of  the  dty,  and  for  several  years  has  been  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education.  He  ha^  devoted  conscientiousfy  all 
the  time  required  for  a  proper  dischaitjc  uf  his  offici<il  duties  and  bccti 
faithful  to  every  trust.  He  is  the  friend  and  patron  of  education,  the 
supporter  of  all  measures  designed  to  promote  the  general  welfare.  He  is 
a  large  stockholder  in  the  Dexter  Mining  Company,  a  director  in  the 
Hazard  Machinery  Company  and  president  of  the  Electric  Street  Railroad 
Company.  In  1877  Mr.  Clark  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen  J.  Harlow,  only 
daughter  of  Amos  R.  Harlow,  the  founder  of  Marquette.  A  daughter 
and  a  son,  Martha  B.  and  Harlow  A.,  are  living  bunds  of  that  conjugal 
union.  Both  himself  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of  the  Presbjrterian 
church,  in  which  he  is  both  elder  and  trustee.  He  has  been  very  closely 
identified  with  the  Upper  Peninsula  in  all  phases  of  its  marvelous  progress 
and  development ;  has  led  an  honorable  life,  above  reproach  in  the  domes- 
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tic  relation,  in  citizenship  and  in  public  office.  His  growth  has  been  com- 
mensurate with  that  of  the  country,  to  the  prosperity  of  which  his  talents 
and  enei^  have  contributed  so  much. 


RUSH  CULVER,  Marquette.  Mr.  Culver  is  the  receiver  of  the  United 
States  land  office  at  Marquette.  He  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  son  of 
Amos  and  Jeanetta  Culver,  born  at  Elkland,  July  17,  1862.  He  obtained 
his  schooling  in  the  high  school  of  his  native  town  and  took  up  the  study 
of  law  with  B.  B.  Stroncf.  nf  T.onj>sborniip;h,  Pennsylvania,  with  whom  he 
spent  ove.  year;  tlu-n  entered  the  ottice  of  H.  R.  Packard  o{  the  same 
town,  with  wlioni  he  spent  another  year.  1-ie  was  admitted  to  the  Tioga 
county  Bar  in  1883.  He  began  practice  alone  at  Westfield,  and  contin- 
ued there  until  1887,  when  he  removed  to  Marquette,  Michigan.  One 
year  later  his  parents  came  west  and  located  at  L*Anse,  Baraga  county, 
Michij^an,  v  lu  rt  they  stHl  reside.  After  on*-  yearV  pmctire  at  Marquette 
Rush  also  located  at  L'Anse  and  continued  his  practice  there  until  1893. 
when  he  was  appointed  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Marquette.  Since 
then  he  has  resided  in  that  city.  In  upper  Michig;an  Mr.  Culver  has  made 
a  specialty  of  Government  land  titles  and  has  a  large  clientage  among  the 
homesteaders  of  the  Lake  Superior  district.  He  has  been  instrumental  in 
forcing  issues  with  numerotis  land  companies  and  land  grabbers,  and  has 
obtained  several  decisions  favorable  to  the  homesteaders.  It  was  largely  his 
familiarity  with  these  questions  relating  to  titles  that  influenced  his  appoint* 
ment  to  his  present  office.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  active  and  promi- 
nent in  party  managen^ent  ever  since  he  came  to  the  district.  At  present 
he  is  chairman  of  the  Democratic  county  committee  of  Marquette  county. 
He  has  made  quite  a  reputation  as  a  platform  speaker,  and  in  the  hot 
campaigns  of  1892  and  1894  his  party  made  large  demands  on  his  time  for 
campaign  purposes.  In  1894  he  was  nominated  by  his  party  for  Congress- 
man in  the  Twelfth  Congressional  District  against  Samuel  Stevenson,  but 
was  defeated  with  his  ticket  though  he  polled  more  than  his  party  strength. 
Mr.  Culver  t?  the  architect  and  builder  of  his  own  fortune.  He  came  to 
Michigan  and  began  his  career  without  the  aid  of  money,  influence  of 
friends,  and  has  by  his  own  efforts  placed  himself  on  the  highway  to  suc- 
cess in  a  profession  where  bright,  strong  men  are  the  rule  rather  than  the 
exception.  The  task  he  laid  out  for  himself  was  no  easy  one,  and  that 
he  has  succeeded  so  well  as  he  has  is  the  best  possible  evidence  of  future 
success. 
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JAMES  VAN  KI.I.KCK,  Bay  City.  James  Van  Klccck  was  born  at 
Exeter,  Monroe  county,  Michigan,  September  36,  1846.  He  is  of  Hol- 
land descent,  and  is  able  to  trace  the  family  genealogy  through  an  unbroken 
lineage  for  seven  generations.  His  grandfather,  Simeon  Van  Klceck,  was 
born  on  the  Hudson  river,  In  New  York,  but  rc^movcd  to  CMiuidi  about  the 
opening  of  the  American  Revohition,  and  brrann-  thr  (ir-,t  sclllcr  at  Van 
Kleeck's  Hill.  Robert  Van  Kiceck  married  Catheruic  iVlcMannis,  daugh- 
ter of  James  McMannis,  a  merchant  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  who  lost 
heavily  in  the  fire  there  and  removed  to  Michigan,  where  he  became  a 
farmer.  The  family  of  McMannis  came  from  Ireland  to  America  about 
the  berjinnin^  of  the  prrsrnf  rcnhiry.  Rof^crt  Van  Klecrk  was  born  a1 
the  Hill  in  Ontario  hr'.irin<;  the  t'aniily  namr,  and,  cnininjj;  lo  Michigai^,  set- 
tled in  Exeter,  Monroe  county,  in  tiiji.  Soon  afterwards  iie  returned  to 
Canada  and  took  part  in  the  rebellion  by  McKenzie.  After  that  was  over 
he  returned  to  Monroe  county  and  settled  on  the  farm,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1876.  James  Van  Kleeck,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  the  snji  of  Robert  aforementioned.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  secured  in  the  public  and  union  schools  of  his  native  county.  In 
June,  1862,  while  yet  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  left  school  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enlisting  as  a  soldier  in  Company  B,  Seventeenth  Michigan  infantry. 
He  was  immediately  sent  to  the  front,  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
then  under  the  command  of  General  McClellan,  and  participated  in  the 
battles  of  South  Mountain  September  14,  and  Antietam  September  17, 
186?.  He  received  a  gunshot  wound  at  Antietam  which  disabled  hini. 
Tiie  ball,  which  lodged  in  his  left  side,  is  still  carried  by  him,  and  some- 
times causes  great  pain.  Tlie  physical  disability  occasioned  by  this  wound 
was  such  as  to  justify  his  honorable  discharge  from  the  service  in  Decem- 
ber, 1863,  and  for  a  year  thereafter  he  was  unable  to  walk;  even  now  he 
finds  it  necescaiy  to  use  a  cane  when  walkinf^.  On  recovering  sufficient'v 
after  his  return  from  the  war,  he  resumed  his  studies  in  the  union  schools 
of  Monroe,  and  afterwards  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Bald- 
win &  Rafter,  of  that  city,  where  he  remained  for  one  year.  In  1869  he 
entered  the  Law  School  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  upon  comple- 
tion of  the  course,  was  graduated  in  1871.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
at  Monroe  the  same  year,  but  continticd  in  practice  only  six  months  in  that 
county  before  removing  to  Midland  City,  Midland  county.  He  settled 
there  and  hung  out  his  shingle  as  a  lawyer.  In  the  line  of  his  professional 
work  he  served  two  years  as  city  attorney,  and  then  was  elected  prosecuting 
attorney  for  Midland  county.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  office  of  prose- 
cutor twice,  holding  the  oflfice  six  years.  In  1882  he  was  elected  to  repre 
sent  the  county  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  durinc^  the  pes^ion  of  which 
he  was  a  member,  served  on  the  judiciary  committee  and  the  committee 
for  the  Univereity  of  Michigan.  He  voted  for  Thomas  W.  Palmer,  who 
was  elected  to  represent  Michigan  in  the  United  States  senate  during  that 
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session.  In  188$  he  removed  to  Bay  City  and  entered  into  partnershijp  with 
George  W.  Mann.    The  same  year  he  was  appointed  Commissioner  of 

Emigration  by  Governor  Alger,  and  held  the  office  until  it  was  aboli=;hpd 
bylaw.  In  1886  he  was  elected  prosecutinfr  allrMney  01  Bay  county,  and 
served  one  term.  His  intelligent  intere&t  in  schools  and  all  matters  reiaied 
to  advancement  and  literature  caused  his  election  as  a  member  of  the  board 
of  education.  His  interest  in  politics  and  activity  in  support  of  his  party 
designated  him  as  a  suitable  candidate  for  congress.  He  was  therefore 
nominated  by  the  Republicans  in  1890  to  represent  the  Tenth  Congres- 
sional District,  but  was  deferited  by  Hon,  Thomas  A.  E.  Weadock.  He 
has  aided  his  party  by  service  on  the  local  committees  and  the  State  Cen- 
tral Committee.  His  practice  of  the  law  has  been  general  in  the  various 
State  and  Federal  courts.  He  is  well  informed  in  the  political  history  of 
the  country  and  the  principles  or  policies  of  political  parties.  He  is  a 
fluent  spealcer,  candid  and  accurate  in  statement,  logical  in  argument.  He 
carries  into  his  profession  the  habits  of  a  student,  and  his  application  ena-^- 
bles  him  to  understand  the  facts  of  his  cases  and  the  law  applicable  to 
them.  His  industry  has  always  been  an  appreciable  factor  in  securing  the 
flattering  measure  of  success  which  has  attended  his  practice  and  his  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Van  Kleeck  is  a  Mason  and  a  member  of  U.  S.  Grant  Post 
No.  67,  G.  A.  R.  He  attends  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was 
married  at  Midland  July  2,  1^72,  to  Miss  Juliette  C.  Carpenter,  daughter 
of  Thomas  J.  Carpenter,  a  capitalist.  Three  children  bom  of  this  mar- 
riage are  Edith  A.,  James  C.  and  Delia. 


GEORGE  P.  COBB,  Bay  City.  Hon.  George  Pomroy  Cobb  wns  horn 
April  13,  T84T.  in  York  town'^hip.  Livingston  county,  New  York,  wh  10 
his  father,  Elijah  Vail  Cobb,  was  engaged  in  teaching.  The  Cobb  family 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  New  England,  its  history  running  back  to  1632, 
when  a  Cobb  landed  on  the  desolate  coast  of  Massachusetts.  Judge 
Cobb's  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lucy  H.  Pomroy,  and  also 
belonged  to  onr  c?f  the  most  venerable  families  of  New  England.  His 
parents  removed  to  this  State  from  Rochester,  New  York,  in  1855,  and 
settled  in  Lenawee  county,  where  his  father  engaged  in  {arming.  He 
received  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  at  Rochester,  New 
York,  and  in  Washtenaw  county,  Michigan.  He  was  a  student  for  a  term 
In  the  seminary  at  Ypsilanti.  Much  of  his  study  was  done  at  home  under 
his  father's  careful  supervision.  He  was  for  some  time  a  pupil  in  the  Ann 
Arbor  h\<jh  schoo!,  one  of  Hu-  ;arnoiis  public  -^chrxds  of  the  west.  He 
began  teaching  in  1S60.  and  tia<i  scliof^is  in  Macon,  Superior  and  Pitts- 
field,  and  was  also  employed  in  Ann  Arbor.  jVleanwhile  he  directed  his 
studies  and  reading  with  the  ultimate  ambition  of  following  the  law  as  a 
profession.    Early  in  1865  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Fifth  Michigan 
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Cavalry,  and  was  in  General  Custer's  brigade  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 

durinj:^  the  last  few  months  of  the  Civil  War.  After  the  surrender  of  Lee 
and  Johnson,  the  young  cavalnrTnan  was  transferred  to  the  Seventh,  and 
afterwards  to  tlie  First  Michigan  Veteran  Cavalrj',  and  was  sent  into  the 
far  west,  doing  duty  for  a  time  at  Fort  Collins  and  near  Salt  Lake  City. 
There  were  then  no  railroads  west  of  the  Missouri,  and  the  command 
travelled  overland  from  Fort  Leavenworth.  He  was  discharged  from  the 
Government  service  in  1866,  returned  to  Ann  Arbor,  and  entered  the  Law 
Department  of  the  University  of  Michfgfan.  He  was  graduated  from  that 
institution  in  1166^,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  In  the  month 
of  September  of  the  same  year  he  went  to  Bay  City,  then  growing  in 
importance  as  the  center  of  a  vast  lumber  region.  There  he  opened  an 
office,  and  two  years  later  became  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Grier,  Mc- 
Donell  &  Cobb.  When  Mr.  Grier  was  elected  to  the  Bench,  he  retired 
from  the  firm,  which  then  became  McDoneli  &  Cobb.  This  partnership 
was  di&aolved  in  1874,  and  Mr.  Cobb  continued  alone  in  his  professional 
labors  for  five  years.  He  then  formed  a  partnership  with  Hon.  J.  W. 
McMath,  which  lasted  until  1888.  Mr.  Cobb  was  elected  supervisor  of 
the  Third  Ward  of  Bay  City,  1873.  In  1880  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Lec^islature,  and  served  on  the  committees  on  insurance  and  ways  and 
means.  In  188 1  he  was  appointed  as  one  of  the  Visitors  of  Albion  Col- 
lege, and  in  1887  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Eighteenth  Judicial  Cupcuit. 
In  1893  he  was  a  candidate  for  re-election,  but  was  defeated.  Since  then 
he  has  confined  himself  to  the  general  practice  of  his  profession.  Among 
the  more  noted  cases  with  which  he  has  been  connected  as  coun"=e!  may  be 
mentioned  that  of  Watson  v?.  Stev(  r  (25  Michigan,  386),  This  was  an 
important  case  in  whicli  wa.s  argued  the  responsibility  of  trespassers  in 
assumpsit  for  personal  property.  It  resulted  in  the  passage  of  an  "Act  to 
facilitate  the  collection  of  damages  for  trespass  or  other  injury  to  laind," 
known  as  Act  165  of  1875.  Another  case  was  that  of  Clark  vs.  Raymond 
(27th  Michigan  45 6V  involving  important  questions  under  the  law  of 
mechanics*  Hens.  Anotiier  case,  often  quoted  in  legal  controversies,  was 
that  of  Marble  vs.  Price,  which  turned  on  issues  of  adverse  possession. 
Judge  Cobb  was  a  charter  member  of  U.  S.  Grant  Post,  No.  67,  G.  A. 
R. ;  and  its  first  Chaplain,  and  is  now  a  member  of  H.  P.  Merrill  Post, 
No.  419.  He  has  been  many  years  in  the  Royal  Arcanum,  is  one  of  the 
Past  Grand  Rep^ents  of  Michigan,  and  belongs  to  the  National  Union.  ITe 
has  associated  himself  with  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Bay  City,  and 
was  at  one  time  Its  treasurer  and  for  ten  3rears  its  secretary.  He  was  mar- 
ried November  i,  1871,  to  Miss  Laura  Munger.  She  is  a  daughter  of  A. 
S,  Munger,  a  prominent  business  man  of  Bay  City.  Thc>-  have  one  child 
now  livinj:^.  Genrj^c  Arthur.  Our  subject  is  Republican  in  his  politics,  but 
seeks  no  office  not  directly  connected  with  his  profession. 
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THEODORE  I-  .  SHEPARD,  Bay  City.    Mr.  Shepard,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  successful  lawyers  of  northeastern  Michigan,  was  bom  in 
Livingston  county,  New  York,  June  14,  1844.    His  father,  Howell  Shep- 
ard, was  a  native  of  Yates  county,  in  the  same  State,  an  industrious  farmer, 
highly  esteemed  by  his  neighbors,  and  sub«s«'qucnt!y  a  merchant  in  Alle- 
gany coiinty,  where  he  died  in  i860.    His  mother  was  Sarah  Rathbun,  a 
native  of  tiie  State  of  New  York.    He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  State  and  in  Alford  University,  Allegany  county,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1865.    Soon  after  that  he  began  the  study 
of  law  at  Cuba,  New  York,  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Marshall  B.  Champlin. 
who  was  a  distin^ished  lawyer  and  for  s\x  years  Attorney  Genera!  of  the 
State.    After  a  preliminary  course  ot  readmg  he  pursued  his  studies  in  the 
Albany  Law  School  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1866.    Being  then  but 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  Mr.  Shepard  decided  to  remain  in  the  oflfice  of 
General  Champlin  another  year.    At  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  attracted 
by  the  larger  opportunities  offered  to  young  men  in  the  west  and  after 
a  prospecting::  tour  he  was  favorably  imi^ressed  with  Bay  City  as  a  locatiatl 
for  tiie  practice  of  law.    He  settled  there  and  opened  an  office  first  in  West 
Bay  City  for  the  practice  of  his  profession.    He  was  not  long  in  establishing 
himself  successfully  upon  his  own  merits  and  by  forming  a  fortunate  part- 
nership with  Mr,  C.  P.  Black.    In  1872  Mr.  Shepard  was  elected  prosecut- 
ing attorney  for  Bnv  county  and  discharged  the  duties  of  that  office,  which, 
as  much  as  any  other,  tr';ts  a  man's  integ-rity,  with  the  utmost  fidelity  to 
his  oath  of  office  and  the  welfare  of  tlie  coinmunity.    It  is  said,  indeed, 
that  he  was  a  veritable  terror  to  evil  doers,  and  during  his  term  of  office 
law-breaking  was  reduced  to  a  minimum  and  many  of  the  low  and  vile 
places  of  resort  which  nurture  crime  were  effectually  closed.    The  reputa- 
tion whii  h  he  acquired  in  thi-;  office  brought  to  him  numberles"?  criminal 
cases,  and  for  years  thereafter  he  had  the  leading  business  of  the  city  in 
that  class  of  cases.    His  success  was  very  marked,  as  he  never  lost  a  crim* 
inal  case  during  this  period.    He  inherited  his  political  faith,  which  was 
strengthened  and  sustained  by  reading  and  association.    His  father  was  a 
Whig,  identified  with  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  and  the  son 
has  been  a  Republican  continuously.    Con<?ricntioti«;ly  believing  in  the 
principles  of  his  party  he  has  been  active  and  earnest  in  promoting  its  suc- 
cess.   The  offices  which  he  has  held  have  been  connected  with  his  profes- 
sion and  educational  affairs.    He  was  city  attorney  of  West  Bay  City  for 
several  terms  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  for  twelve  yearsi 
serving  as  its  chairman  during  that  period.    He  is  a  prof^ref;<;jve.  public- 
spirited  citizen.    From  the  time  of  its  orf^anization  he  was  president  of  the 
West  Bay  City  board  of  water  works  for  more  than  ten  years.    In  the  line 
of  politics  exclusively  his  activities  are  indicated  sufficiently  by  a  simple 
statement  of  the  fact  that  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Republican 
Convention  in  1876,  which  nominated  President  Hayes.    He  was  also 
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chairman  of  thf*  Cnn'j^ressinnal  District  Committee  for  several  years.  At 
present  he  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  State  Central  Committe«j.  He 
never  fails  to  manifest  a  lively  interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  his  State 
and  county.  As  a  recognition  of  legal  ability  and  political  services  he  was 
appointee]  United  States  district  attorney  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Michi- 
gan by  President  Harrison  in  i  Sqo,  and  served  a  term  of  four  years.  Tt  is 
a  coincidence  worth  mentioning  that  he  succeeded  his  law  partner,  who  had 
been  appointed  to  the  same  office  by  President  Cleveland  four  years  before. 
Hb  performance  of  the  duties  of  this  responsible  office  was  alike  creditable 
to  himself  and  satisfactory  to  the  public.  His  large  experience  in  the  office 
of  prosecuting  attorney  added  to  his  qualifications  for  the  higher  office. 
As  a  lawyer  his  perceptions  are  quick  and  his  dcci=;ions  prompt.  He  is 
able  to  penetrate  the  verbiage  and  discover  at  a  i^lance  the  kerne!  of  a 
question.  His  legal  mind  enables  him  to  grasp  principles  readily  and  apply 
them  accurately  to  a  case.  He  has  been  successful  as  a  lawyer  and  a 
financier.  It  may  be  said  of  him  that  he  is  equally  trustworthy  as  a  coun> 
seller  and  a  trial  lawyer.  His  general  information  and  learning  contribute 
to  his  ability  as  a  public  speaker  and  to  his  capacity  in  conducting  a  legal 
argument.  In  <;orial  contact  his  mnnncr  is  very  cordial  and  his  bearing 
without  ostentation.  His  character  is  well  compacted  ot  the  elements 
which  go  to  make  the  best  manhood.  He  is  regarded  not  only  as  a  prom- 
inent member  of  the  Mich^n  Bar,  but  also  as  one  deserving  his  promi- 
nence by  reason  of  varied  abilities  and  personal  worth.  He  has  improved 
well  the  oppnrttinities  afforded  in  the  western  field  chosen  when  he  was 
young  and  has  no  cause  to  regret  his  location  in  this  held.  Mr.  Shcpaid 
was  married  at  Cuba,  New  York,  January,  1868,  to  Mary  M.  Randolph,  a 
daughter  of  S.  S.  Randolph,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State.  The  children  of 
this  marriage  are  Howell  G.,  a  young  man  of  fine  promise,  aged  twenty-six; 
and  Mamie  E.,  a  very  agreeable  and  accomplished  young  lady  five  years 
his  junior.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shepard  are  member^;  of  the  First  M.  F.  Church 
ot  West  Bay  City,  of  whose  otticial  board  Mr.  Shepard  has  been  chairman 
for  many  years. 


LEF.  K.  l()bl-VN,  Hay  City,  Mr.  Joslyn  was  horn  July  26,  1864,  at 
Darien,  Genesee  county,  New  Vork,  and  lived  in  that  state  tor  seven 
years  afterwards.  His  education  was  begun  in  the  primary  schools  of  his 
native  country,  but  was  interrupted  by  the  removal  of  the  family  to  Penn- 
sylvania when  he  was  only  seven  years  old.  The  next  two  years  were 
passed  in  the  mosmtains  of  McKean  county,  where  he  had  almost  no  oppor- 
tunity for  attendance  al  .school  on  account  of  the  long  distance  and  the 
bad  condition  of  the  mountain  roads.  In  1873  the  family  removed  to 
Michigan  and  settled  in  Dryden  township,  Lapeer  county.  He  was  at 
that  time  nine  years  old  and  his  opportunities  had  been  veiy  meager. 
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Entering  the  vil!.i<:rf*  <^chr>ol  under  n  r^ood  teacher,  he  soon  acquired  a  taste 
ior  study  and  formed  the  habtt  of  close  application.  For  eight  yoirs  he 
attended  the  public  schools  almost  daily,  during  the  time  they  were  in 
session,  and  worked  morning  and  evening  and  Saturdays  with  the  energy 
of  one  who  realized  he  was  obliged  to  earn  his  own  living.  Being  one  of 
a  family  of  eight,  whose  parents  were  poor,  he  \va<;  obIit;cd  to  rely  mainly 
upon  himself  for  \vhatcvf'r  rui\-ai]Cfiricia  he  n>ade.  He  was  graduated 
from  the  union  .schooi  at  Drydcn  in  ib8i,  at  the  £^e  of  seventeen.  Friends 
advised  him  to  engage  in  the  study  of  law  and  he  acted  upon  the  advice. 
Entering  the  law  office  of  Hon.  William  W.  Stickney  at  Lapeer,  March 
28,  1881,  he  pursued  a  course  of  reading  under  instruction  and  remained 
there  until  September,  1883,  except  for  such  portions  of  the  time  as  were 
spent  111  tc;iching  school.  He  was  careful  and  economical,  not  hesitating 
to  engage  in  work,  however  menial,  in  order  to  defray  his  expenses.  While 
a  student  of  law  he  paid  his  board  by  serving  as  night  watchman  in  a  hotel 
from  II  P.  M.  to  4  A.  M.  He  applied  himself  to  study  with  such 
assiduity  and  understandinc;  as  to  win  a  distinct  compliment  from  his  pre- 
ceptor, Judge  Stickney,  who  said  that  he  read  Biaclcsiouc  the  best  and 
quickest  of  any  student  ever  in  his  office.  In  1883  he  engaged  to  teach  as 
principal  of  the  graded  school  in  Otisville,  where  he  remained  two  years 
with  a  creditable  record  satisfactory'  to  the  patrons.  He  then  went  to 
West  Bay  City  as  principal  of  the  First  Ward  school,  where  he  remained 
one  year.  Meantime  he  contmued  reading  law  with  Judge  George  li. 
Durand,  of  Flint  and  Hon.  Thomas  A.  E.  Weadock,  now  of  Detroit.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  June,  1886,  and  began  the  practice  without  any 
other  capital  than  his  natural  ability  and  acquirements,  being  obliged  to 
earn  his  own  living  from  the  start.  Newspaper  writing  at  odd  times,  in 
addition  to  his  law  practice  enabled  him  to  do  this.  In  March,  1888,  he 
removed  his  office  from  West  Bay  City  to  Bay  City  and  took  desk  room 
with  United  States  Commissioner  McMath.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  and 
again  in  1890  he  was  elected  Circuit  Court  Commissioner.  In  1892  he 
was  again  nominated  as  the  Democratic  candidate  for  prosecuting  attorney 
of  Bay  county  and  elected.  He  hr<s  been  faithful  to  jiiq  trw^t  in  discharg- 
ingt;»c  dutiesof  this  ofEce,  which,  as  much  as  any  other,  requiresa  iirraiiess  of 
integrity  in  order  to  resist  the  temptations  which  are  ever  present,  appeal- 
ing to  one's  cupidity.  Mr.  Joslyn  has  been  and  is  an  active  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party.  Since  1 887  he  has  been  ,n  very  enthusiastic 
Forester.  In  that  year  he  was  made  a  member  of  Court  Miranda  No.  336. 
During  the  first  five  years  he  was  not  prominent  in  the  order,  but  wiien  the 
High  Court  met  at  Bay  City  in  1892  he  was  elected  High  Counsellor  by  a 
vote  which .  was  almost  unanimous.  The  following  year  at  Saginaw  he 
was  elected  High  Vice  Chief  Ranger,  and  upon  the  death  of  the  Chief 
he  wa^:  promoted  to  tin-  (  ftice  of  High  Chief  Ranger.  He  is  a 
Knight  of  Pythias,  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  also  a  Free 
Mason.    He  represented  his  high  court  as  a  delegate  to  the  Supreme 
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Court  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters  held  in  Lomion,  England, 
in  1895.  He  is  a  ready  and  eloquf-nt  public  speaker,  and  the  future 
doubtless  has  in  store  for  him  the  rewards  which  may  be  expected  from 
devotion  to  a  profession  and  a  conscientious  discharge  of  duties  puUtc 
and  private.  Mr.  Joslyn  was  married  June  29,  1893,  to  Miss  Alice  L. 
Wilson,  daughter  of  F.  L,  Wilson,  a  manufacturer  of  Bay  City.  He  is  a 
resident  of  West  Bay  City. 


STEPHEN  V.  FLYNN,  West  Bay  City.  Mr.  Flynnwas  bom  December 
24»  Thorold.  Ontario.    His  father,  Patrick  Flynn,  wa??  a  native  of 

Newfoundland,  and  a  captain  of  lake  craft  for  many  years.  His  mother, 
Maiy  Sutton,  was  a  native  of  Ireland.  The  first  eight  years  of  his  life 
were  passed  at  Thorold  and  St.  Catherines,  Ontario,  and  then  the  family 
removed  to  Bay  City,  Michigan,  where  their  permanent  home  was  estab- 
lished. Here  he  grew  to  manhood  and  here  he  has  resided  to  the  present 
time.  His  education  was  obtained  entirely  in  the  district  schools  and  the 
high  school  of  Bay  City.  At  twenty-one  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  R.  B.  Taylor,  which  was  continued  in  the  office  and  under  the 
instruction  of  Hatch  &  Cooley.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  April, 
1880,  and  opened  an  office  in  Bay  City  nt  once  for  practice.  The  follow- 
ing year  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  tor  West  Bay  City  and  the 
acceptance  of  the  position  necessitated  a  removal  of  his  law  office  to  the 
West  Side,  w.here  it  has  since  remained.  He  has  conducted  a  general 
practice  alone  in  the  State  and  Federal  Courts,  and  many  of  his  cases  have 
been  carried  to  the  Supreme  Court.  Mr.  Flynn  ha?  frequently  appeared 
before  thai  tnhun.i!,  btjlh  in  oral  argunumts  and  printed  briefs.  'Ihe 
measure  of  his  success  in  all  the  courts  has  been  fully  up  to  the  average  of 
attorneys  of  his  age.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party  and  liber- 
ally informed  on  political  science,  as  well  as  the  history  of  political  parties. 
He  has  been  a  careful,  practical  student  of  the  problem.^  of  municipal  gov- 
ernment. Thrf.mgh  his  instrumentality  a  pojiular  inovement  was  inaugu- 
rated which  culminated  in  1890  in  the  reformation  of  the  system  of  tax 
assessments  tn  the  city,  by  an  amendment  of  the  charter,  so  as  to  create  a 
board  of  assessors.  After  deliberate  investigation  he  became  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  private  corporations  were  not  paying  their  due  propor- 
tion of  taxes,  .and  hi«  purpo<>e  was  to  rfjualize  taxation.  In  the  spring^  of 
1 890  he  was  appointed  city  attorney  and  performed  the  duties  of  tlie  office 
two  years  and  a  half,  when  he  resigned  on  account  of  failing  health.  With 
a  view  to  recuperation,  he  made  a  trip  to  the  southwest  in  the  fall  of  1892, 
spending  several  months  in  California  and  Mexico  with  substantial  benefit 
to  his  health.  On  returning  home  much  improved  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  his  profession  and  went  the  toUowing  year  to  Seattle,  Washington,  as 
the  legal  adviser,  financial  agent  and  general  manager  of  Mosher  & 
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McDonald,  who  iiacl  a  large  lumber  business  and  timber  possessions  in  that 
State.  The  drm  failed  in  1S95  and  Mr.  Flynn  was  appointed  receiver  for 
the  business  and  estate  situated  in  Washington.  His  pecuniary  loss  on 
account  of  the  firm's  failure  was  large.  Without  delay  he  filed  a  com- 
plaint in  the  courts  of  Washington,  opening  a  suit  against  Mosher  & 
McDonald,  for  services  and  damages,  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollar';.  He  returned  to  West  Bay  City  in  April,  i8g6.  Mr.  Flynn  has 
possessions  in  timber  and  lands  himself  in  the  State  of  Washington.  He 
has  also  valuable  real  estate  in  West  Bay  City;  so  that  on  the  whole  he 
has  prospered  financially  by  careful,  prudent  investments.  He  was  married 
June  3,  1885,  to  Caddie  E.  Pierce,  daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Jeanette 
R.  Pierce-,  old  nnd  estimable  resident??  of  West  Kay  City.  The  fruit  of  the 
marriage  is  one  d.iughter,  Maude  Ruth,  eiyht  ye.irs  old.  Mr.  Flynn  is  a 
self-made  man.  Commencing  work  at  eleven  yeaib  oi  age,  from  tiiat  time 
until  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  he  worked  at  various  occupations, 
eight  or  nine  months  in  each  year,  earning  thereby  his  livelihood  while  at 
work  and  in  addition  sufficient  to  keep  the  wolf  from  the  door  the 
remainder  of  the  year  while  hr  attended  school.  ITc  has  gained  excellent 
standing  in  his  profession,  achieved  for  his  city  beneficial  results  in  the 
improvement  of  laws,  and  established  a  character  that  gives  him  good 
standing  among  the  citizens  where  his  home  has  been  established  since 
boyhood.  He  has  become  one  of  the  acknowledged  influences  in  political 
and  local  affairs  as  well  as  at  the  Bar,  and  has  always  stood  for  reform  in 
municipal  tTovernmcnt.  He  has  a  bright  legal  mind' and  the  future  has  yet 
in  store  for  him  many  professional  prizes.  He  is  popular  with  his  fellow- 
townsmen  and  being  still  a  young  man  should  have  many  years  of  useful 
activity  and  intellectual  growth.  ^    j  C 


MILES  J.  PURCELL,  Saginaw.  Miles  James  PurcelF  was  born  at 
Zilwaukee,  Saginaw  county,  Michigan,  August  25th,  1868.  His  parentage, 
like  that  of  many  of  the  ablest  men  of  our  country,  was  of  sturdy  Irish 
stock.  His  father  was  James  Purcell,  a  salt  maker  and  a  native  of  Ireland, 
who,  with  his  parents,  left  the  Green  Tslc  in  i?^56.  The  family  settled  first 
at  Syracuse,  New  York,  attracted  thither  no  doubt,  by  the  rich  saline 
deposits  that  would  afford  remunerative  employment  to  the  head  of  the 
family.  His  mother  was  bom  in  Elmira,  New  York,  of  Irish  parents* 
James  Purcell  came  to  Saginaw  county  in  1861,  where  he  was  afterwards 
married  and  where  Miles  J.  wa^  bijrn  as  stated  above.  He  bec^.^n  his  edt!- 
cation  in  the  district  schools  of  tlic  township  of  Carrollton,  Saginau-  county, 
and  later  entered  the  schools  of  Saginaw.  He  was  an  apt  scholar  and  a 
diligent  student,  eager  to  seek  out  and  acquire  information  that  would 
assist  him  to  advance  in  life  and  attain  an  honored  and  responsible  position 
in  the  community.    In  June,  1887,  he  graduated  from  the  high  school  of 
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East  Saginaw,  and  began  his  active  career.  In  1888-9  he  taught  school 
in  Sajrinaw  county,  givinfj  rvcry  i^pare  moment  to  the  study  of  law  for 
which  he  had  a  special  iiking.  Leaving  the  school  in  June,  1889,  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  Tawney  &  Weadock,  the  firm  being  com- 
posed of  Hon.  Timothy  E.  Tarsney  and  George  W.  Weadock,  and 
on  the  dissolution  of  that  firm  he  remained  with  Mr.  Weadock  until 
1891.  In  September,  1891,  he  wa.s  admitted  to  the  Bar  aftr-r  an  examin- 
ation before  the  Circuit  Cotirt  at  Saginaw.  To  further  tit  himself  for 
practice  he  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan 
in  October,  1891,  and  graduated  in  June,  1892,  a  member  of  "The 
Columbian  Law  Class,"  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  Returning  to  Sagi- 
naw he  re-entered  the  office  of  George  W.  Weadock,  and  in  January,  1893, 
became  associated  with  him  as  a  partner,  the  firm  bciiiL;  Weadock  &  Pur- 
cel!.  Mr.  Puree!!,  though  young,  has  made  a  r(.putati(in  a?;  a  public 
speaker,  being  a  master  of  the  English  language,  graceful  and  fluent  and 
possessing  a  flow  of  eloquence  that  seems  characteristic  of  persons  of  true 
Irish  lineage  wherever  their  lines  may  be  cast.  In  political  belief  he  is  a 
Democrat.  Although  ever  ready  to  sound  the  slogan  in  political  battles 
he  has  never  hc}d  an  office  nor  has  he  been  a  candidate  for  any,  preferring 
the  rewards  of  professional  success  at  the  Bar.  Mere  he  is  strong  in  argu- 
ment before  a  Jury,  presenting  the  fact:)  and  tiiaidhalling  the  evidence  in  a 
manner  carrying  conviction  to  their  minds  and  confusion  to  his  adversaries. 
To  the  preparation  of  his  cases  he  gives  a  painstaking  care  and  diligence 
that  rarely  leaves  him'open  to  an  unlooked-for  assault,  and  he  has  a  com- 
prehensive grasp  of  the  law  in  its  bearings  upon  any  matter  in  hand.  In 
religious  belief  Mr.  Puic<  il  is  a  Roman  Catholic.  Although  one  of  the 
younger  members  of  tlie  Saginaw  county  Bar,  his  past  success  presages  a 
most  enviable  future  in  his  profession. 


LESLIE  B.  HANCHETT,  Saginaw.  Leslie  Beaton  Hanchett,  a  worthy 
son  of  a  most  worthy  sire,  is  one  of  the  promising  lawyers  of  the  younger 
generation.  He  is  the  son  of  Hon.  Benton  and  Ann  (Broadwell)  Han- 
chett. His  ancestors  left  1  '  nd  in  1650  settling  first  in  Massachusetts 
and  later  in  Connocticnt.  Members  of  this  latter  branch  sub'^equently 
removed  to  Vermont  and  then  tit  New  York  State  where  his  father  wa^ 
born  at  Marsliall,  Oneida  county,  April  6,  1835,  ^^^^  father  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  at  the  agi6  of  five  years  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Oswego  county,  New  York,  where  he  was  raised  on  a  farm  with  all  the 
incidents  usual  to  the  life  of  a  farmer  boy  in  that  section.  He  worked  on 
the  farm  summer^  and  attended  the  ^^chools  winters,  later  attending  more 
advanced  schools  at  l-ulton  and  ( "azennvia.  New  York.  The  taste  for  the 
law  seems  to  have  been  hereditary  with  Leslie  Benton  as  his  father  early 
manifested  a  desire  to  follow  that  profession  and  graduated  from  the  State 
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National  Law  School  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  in  1858.    Soon  after 

his  graduation  he  removed  to  Owosso,  Michirran,  and  embarked  in  general 
practice.  Here  his  son  Leslie  was  born  June  ^  ,  kSo^.  Later  Benton 
Hanchett  removed  to  Saginaw,  where  he  has  built  up  a  practice  that  is  one 
of  the  most  important  in  the  State,  and  a  reputation  that  is  not  confined 
to  Michigan.  Leslie  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  S^inaw.  He 
was  a  quiet,  studious  young  man,  attentive  to  his  books,  popular  with  his 
teachers  and  associates,  and  graduated  from  the  Saginaw  hi!::h  school  in 
1881.  From  here  he  entered  the  University  of  Michigan,  graduating  irom 
that  institution  in  1884  with  the  degree  of  Ph-B.  He  then  entered  the 
office  of  Hanchett  &  Stark  to  study  law  and  later  was  admitted  to  the 
firm,  which  was  styled  Hanchett,  Stark  &  Hanchett.  He  was  examined 
before  the  Circtn't  Court  and  admitted  to  the  Par  at  Saginaw  h\  August, 
1887.  In  1.S04,  Ml".  Stark  left  the  firm,  which  then  became  Hanchett  & 
Harichtti.  This  is  one  of  the  leading  law  firms  of  the  State  of  Michigan 
and  enjoys  a  lai^e  practice  of  a  very  lucrative  character.  It  is  interested 
in  many  of  the  most  important  suits  that  are  brought  before  the  courts  of 
the  State,  especially  the  Supreme  Court,  and  is  often  retained  as  counsel 
in  matters  of  public  concern  where  important  interests  are  at  stake.  Mr. 
Hanchett  is  quiet  in  his  manner  yet  genial  and  approachable  to  all.  As 
a  student  he  is  a  tireless  worker,  carefully  weighing  in  all  tiieir  bearings 
matters  entrusted  to  his  care  and  is  interested  tn  making  an  enduring 
reputation  at  the  Bar.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  but  has  never  held 
office  nor  is  he  an  aspirant  for  political  honors,  preferring  tather  to  con- 
centrate his  rnrrptcs  on  his  profession.  He  is  attorney  for  the  Saj:;innv,'  8r 
Bay  City  Railway  Couipany,  a  corporation  recently  formed  for  the  puipu?^e 
of  connecting  Bay  City  and  Saginaw  by  a  rapid  transit  electric  railroad.  In 
religious  faith  he  is  a  Unitarian,  a  regular  attendant  at  the  services  of  that 
denomination  and  popular  in  social  circles.  On  April  8,  189 1,  at  Fulton, 
Missouri,  he  mnrrit  d  Miss  Alby  P.  Rickey,  a  daughter  of  Hon.  Joseph  K. 
Rickey,  a  prominent  <  itizcn  o*^  that  State,  and  enjoy?  a  refined  and  happy 
home  life.  Two  children,  Ann  iioward  and  Joseph  Benton,  have  blessed 
their  union. 


FRANK  E.  EMERICK,  baginaw.  Mr.  Emerick  is  one  of  the  rising 
young  men  of  the  Saginaw  Bar.  He  was  bom  January  16,  1855,  on  a  farm 
in  Middlesex  county,  Ontario.  His  father  was  one  of  the  prosperous  and 
respected  farmers  of  that  section  and  his  mother,  born  in  New  York  State, 

was  the  daughter  of  a  captain  of  i  steamer  plying  on  the  \<^ters  of  the 
romantic  and  picturesque  St.  Lawrence  River,  The  conditions  of  the 
early  life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  were  such  as  to  implant  and  nurture 
in  the  embryo  advocate,  a  spirit  of  self-reliance  and  energetic  aspirations 
that,  combined  with  perfect  physical  health,  have  enabled  him  to  carve  out 
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a  substantial  success  in  his  chosen  profession.    Mr.  Emerick's  career  is 
much  like  that  of  other  vount^  men  in  this  country  whert^  the  conditions 
into  which  they  are  born,  however  humbl<^  may  Irad  to  the  highest  honors 
and  most  ample  successes  in  both  social  and  business  life.    Like  many 
another  ambitious  young  man  he  began  hts  public  life  as  an  educator  of 
youth.    At  the  ^e  of  nineteen  years  he  left  the  farm,  where  the  founda- 
tions of  a  liberal  education  had  been  carefully  laid  and  engaged  in  teaching 
school.    He  was  in  cver>'  way  well  fitted  for  this  work  and  continued  at  (t 
with  marked  success  for  some  timi:".     By  r>aticnt  work  he  was  at  length 
enabled  to  enter  college  at  London,  Ontario,  where  he  further  perfected 
the  education  acquired  by  diligent  and  conscientious  study.    Like  many 
other  enterprising  young  men  his  thoughts  turned  to  the  rapidly  develop- 
ing west  and  in  1875,  leaving  his  native  State,  he  located  in  Ss^inaw, 
which  at  that  time  was  probably  the  liveliest  lumber  city  in  the  United 
States,  and  where  the  vobiMu:  or  biiiu. cns.  induced  by  the  rapidly  growing 
lumber  trade,  and  its  icindrcU  industries,  was  growing  to  enormous  pro- 
portions.   Here  he  entered  the  Second  National  Bank  as  bookkeeper,  but 
after  very  acceptably  filling  the  position  for  some  time  he  decided  to  adopt 
the  law  as  his  profession.    In  accordance  with  this  decision  he  entered  the 
office  of  Hon.  C.  H.  Gage,  as  a  law  .student  and  later  read  law  in  thf» office 
of  Hon.  Benton  Hanchett.     In  1879  he  passed  ^  ^'^'y  creditable  examina- 
tion and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Saginaw  county.    Shortly  after  his 
admission  he  was  appointed  assistant  prosecuting  attorney  under  Hon.  L. 
T.  Durand.    He  fulfilled  the  duties  of  this  position  so  acceptably  that  on 
the  expiration  of  Mr.  Durand's  term  of    iticc  br  was  elected  to  fill  the 
office  of  prosecuting  attorney  for  Saginaw  county  and  held  this  position 
for       years,  leaving  an  excellent  record  for  faithful  and  effioenL  service 
in  that  capacity.    Subsequently  he  was  for  several  years  city  attorney  for 
the  city  of  Saginaw  and  discharged  the  duties  of  this  office  with  the  same 
marked  ability  and  success  that  characterized  his  previous  efforts.  Poli- 
tically Mr.  Emerick  is  a  Democrat  .md  ha-.  n]\vays  been  an  activ»-  and 
vabiahle  worker  for  the  party  and  much  in  demand  as  a  political  speaker. 
As  a  speaker  he  possesses  a  clear,  resonant  voice,  a  quick,  telling  and 
incisive  manner,  and  a  pleasing  personality  that  quickly  puts  him  in  touch 
with  his  audience.    Of  late  years  Mr.  Emerick  has  avoided  politics  and 
now  devotes  his  entire  time  to  the  details  of  his  extensive  practice.  He 
has  been  engaged  in  many  important  cases  and  is  noted  as  an  eloquent 
speaker  and  advocate.    In  iiis  practice  he  has  been  eminently  successful 
and  he  is  a  diligent  and  tireless  worker,  lucid  reasoner  and  stands  high  as 
a  pleader  in  the  court-room  before  judge  and  jury.    He  has  three  brothers 
in  Michigan,  one  of  whom  Geoi^  W.  is  cashier  of  the  American  Com- 
merxrial  and  Savings  Bank  of  Saginaw,  and  the  other  two  are  ministers. 
Aside  from  his  Iclt  iI  matters  Mr.  Emerick  is  intere.sted  in  electric  lii;hting, 
having  organized  thr  Saginaw  Electric  Light  and  Power  Company  of  Sagi- 
naw, of  which  corporation  he  is  vice-president  and  general  attorney.  This 
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company  was  organized  in  1889  and  h  vers'  successful.  AIthouf[h  a  hard 
worker  Mr.  Emerick  enjoys  a  brief  outing  occasionally,  and  is  the  owner  of 
the  "Eight  Bells,"  a  handsome  little  pleasure  craft  and  the  only  electric 
yacht  on  the  Saginaw  River.  In  this,  accompanied  by  a  few  chosen 
friends,  he  takes  an  occasional  respite  from  business  cares  and  enjoys  a  day 
of  pleasure  on  the  Saginaw  River  and  its  tributaries.  In  1883  he  married 
Mi«s  Emma  Seeney  of  Saf^inaw,  an  estimable  younp;  lady,  v.'ho  presides 
with  tact  and  grace  over  his.  domestic  estabiishmeni  where  he  enjoys  a 
happy  home  life.  Personally  Mr.  Emerick  is  genial  and  possesses  social 
qualities  that  have  won  him  a  host  of  warm  friends  and  well  wishers.  He 
is  one  of  the  rising  young  men  of  the'  Saginaw  Bar — eloquent,  honest, 
ambitious  and  capable,  and  the  future  bids  fair  to  hold  much  in  store  for 
him  in  the  way  of  high  professional  honors  and  reward. 


JAMES  HUGH  DAVITT,  Saginaw.  Mr.  Davitt  was  born  in  Lenawee 
county.  Michijran,  April  4.  1855.  His  father,  Hugh  Davitt,  was  born  in 
Ireland  and  by  inheritance  was  a  true  home  ruler — -a  descendant  of  a 
family  always  loyal  to  Ireland,  and  himself  possessed  of  the  usual  hatred 
of  English  domination  and  tyranny.  For  him,  Ireland  held  down  by  a 
foreign  soldiery,  presented  no  future,  and  with  the  true  Irish  instinct  for 
liberty  his  earliest  thoughts  were  turned  to  America.  In  I846  he  hid  a 
loner  adit  11  to  the  l;ind  of  song  and  eloquence,  tyranny  and  misery,  tertile 
fields  and  starving  people,  where  foreign  rule  had  converted  a  natural  garden, 
to  a  waste  sheep  walk,  and  sought  a  home  for  himself  and  family  in  America. 
He  at  once  established  himself  upon  a  farm  in  old  Lenawee,  upon  the 
historic  banks  of  the  bloody  Raisin,  where  the  native  Indians  and  white 
settlers  so  long  contended  for  possession.  Hugh  Davitt  belonged  to  the 
better  class  of  emigrants;  he  was  an  educated  man,  a  builder  and  con- 
tractor by  occupation,  as  well  as  a  skilled  farmer.  Mr.  Davitt  was  bom 
and  reared  on  a  farm  where,  as  he  grew  older,  he  performed  his  full  part  of 
hard  work.  His  education  was  like  that  of  the  youth  around  him,  acquired 
in  the  district  .school,  but  his  studious  habits  and  his  facility  in  acquiring 
knowledge  soon  placed  him  far  ahead  of  his  sclioolmates,  and  betorc  he  was 
20  years  old  he  graduated,  with  marked  honor,  from  the  high  scliool  of 
East  Hudson,  having  before  that  acquired  the  trade  of  builder  and  worked 
at  it  with  success.  During  his  leisure  hours  he  had  been  a  great  reader  of 
noted  public  speeches  —  Webster,  Cunan,  Burke  and  others— e and  they 
aroused  in  the  3'nnng  reader  the  natural  Irish  ambition  to  imitate  them,  and 
a  study  of  the  law  naturally  followed.  Tlial  he  should  succeed  was  a 
matter  ot  course.  Hard  labor  had  made  him  strong  and  healthy;  he  had 
already  a  good  stock  of  acquired  information  for  one  of  his  years;  he  was 
naturally  diligent  and  studious  and  accustomed  to  labor  and  be  was 
ambitious.    He  read  law  in  an  office  at  Hudson,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
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Bar  at  Adrian  in  1880,  after  pa';sing  a  very  creditable  examination.  His 
first  eftorts  at  the  Bar  met  with  success,  which  steadily  increased,  but  after 
•two  years  at  Hudson  he  became  satisfied  a  larger  field  would  be  more 
likely  to  meet  his  expectations,  and  he  removed  to  Saginaw  in  1882.  Mr. 
Davitt  soon  grew  into  notice  and  quickly  acquired  an  honorable  and  profit- 
able practice.  He  is  an  able  trial  lawyer,  and  a  strong  advocate;  his  cases 
are  always  thoroughly  prepared,  both  upon  the  facts  and  the  law,  and  he 
therefore  commands  alike  the  confidence  of  the  jury  and  the  judge.  He 
has  been  engaged  in  much  important  litigation  that  could  be  finally  dis- 
posed of  only  in  the  Supreme  Court  where  his  candor,  dignity  and  learning 
early  secured  him  the  respectful  consideration  of  the  court,  and  where  he 
has  aided  to  settle  important  legal  questions.  The  best  efforts  of  the 
real  lawyer  lie  buried  from  genera!  knowledge,  and  not  one  in  ten  of  those 
who  make  use  of  the  cases  that  embody  the  results  of  his  efforts,  ever  stop 
to  consider  what  lawyer  aided  the  court  to  establish  the  principle,  or 
reasoning,  upon  which  he  relies  to  establish  his  own  position  or  to  contro- 
vert that  of  his  opponent.  The  following  are  a  few  of  the  more  important 
cases  in  which  Mr.  Davitt  has  taken  a  leading  part  in  the  court  of  last 
resort.  D.ivies  v^.  City  of  Saginaw  (8/  Mich,  439),  vvhich  settled  the 
validity  oi  the  special  assessment  system  formerly  in  force  in  East  Saginaw 
and  now  in  force  in  Saginaw.  The  pecuniary  interest  of  the  city  in  the 
questions  there  involved  amounted  at  the  time  the  case  was  decided  to 
over  $200,000.  City  of  Saginaw  vs.  McKnight  (63  N.  W.  Rep.  985), 
which  (IcciiKxl  that  so  much  of  the  charter  and  ordinances-  of  the  city  of 
S.igiii  iw  a-.  [)roviele<l  for  lici  ii';iii<x  TU>n-residcnt  traders,  was  uiicon.stitutional. 
Gamble  vs.  Gates  ^^92  Mich.  510J,  which  .settled  the  construction  of  con- 
tracts for  the  sale  of  standing  timber  in  this  particular,  that,  where  such 
contract  provide  for  the  removal  of  the  timber  from  the  lands  within  a 
fixed  period  cutting  the  timber  without  removing  it  also  within  the  period 
fixed  does  not  vest  the  title  in  the  vendee.  A  very  important  qiie«5tion  in 
tliis  State.  The  cases  of  Burwitz  vs.  Jeffers  (61  N.  W.  Rep.  75),  Leidlein 
vs.  Meyer  (9$  Mich.  4S6),  Cogswell  vs.  Mitts  (90  Mich.  353),  Shaw  vs. 
Stein  (79  Mich.  77)  and  Marskey  vs.  Turner  (81  Mich.  62),  are  some  of  the 
cases  conducted  by  Mr.  Davitt  in  the  Supreme  Court  which  involved 
important  legal  questions.  Mr.  Davitt  is  a  Democrat  and  has  ahmys 
taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  and  ha-^  freely  clone  his  share  in  all  local, 
Congressional,  State  and  JNationai  caunpaigns;  his  liberal  views  and  ready 
eloquence  making  him  much  in  demand  as  a  political  speaker,  but  he  has 
never  sought  office,  or  held  any  official  position  except  that  of  city  attorney 
of  East  Saginaw  for  two  years,  having  early  determined  that  a  man  could 
not  be  an  office-holder  and  a  good  lawyer  at  the  same  time.  He  is  a 
Catholic  in  religion  an<l  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  all  entertain- 
ments, meetings  and  work  designed  to  raise  funds  tor  the  charitable  institu- 
tions of  the  church,  and  his  best  and  most  eloquent  speeches  have  been 
delivered  upon  these  occasions  in  behalf  of  the  orphan  asylums  of  the  city, 
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where  they  helped  to  swell  the  receipts  for  thepc  worthy  charities.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Ella  Campbell,  of  Hudson,  Nov.  26,  1879,  a  young 
lady  able  to  appreciate  his  worth  and  to  command  his  respect ;  as  a  natural 
result  the  union  has  been  a  happy  one.  They  have  two  children — Harold, 
born  April  8,  1881,  and  Butley  Campbell,  bom  Feb.  23,  1883.  Mr. 
Davitt  is  stroncy  in  his  co  n  ictions,  and  fearless  in  their  defense,  ready  to 
uphold  what  lu-  iK-cins  vi^ynt  ,ind  to  condemn  and  dciiof.rKc  wli.it  he  rrtrards 
as  wrong  with  little  regard  to  how  it  may  affect  iiis  pojjulanty.  He  is 
not  one  of  those  who  would  buy  favor  by  forbearing  to  denounce  wrong.. 
He  is  intensely  American  and  an  active  opponent  of  those  who,  by  dark 
lantern,  secret,  oath-bound  methods,  would  deny  to  any  class  the  rights  of 
American  citizens. 


JOHN  F.  O'KEEFE,  Saginaw.    Mr.  O'Keefe  comes  of  Irish  and  Scotch 

.stock.  His  father  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  came  from  a  faniil\-  di-^tin- 
guished  for  its  long  line  of  scholars,  himselt  being  educated  m  Dublin 
College.  His  mother  is  of  Scotch  ancestry.  He  was  bom  in  Wilson, 
Niagara  County,  New  York,  December  28,  i860.  He  spent  his  early 
years  on  the  farm  and  in  the  district  schools.  In  1881  he  was  graduated 
from  the  Wilson  Academy  of  his  native  town.  Mr.  O'Keefe  was  for  three 
years  principal  of  the  Somerset  h\gh  school,  at  Somerset,  New  York,  and 
one  year  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  at  Lcwiston,  New  York. 
He  was  graduated  from  Mount  Union  College  in  1S87  and  came  at  once 
to  Saginaw,  Michigan,  where  for  three  years  he  was  principal  of  the  Teach- 
ers' Training  School.  During  this  time,  by  appointment  of  the  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  he  conducted  teachers*  institutes  and 
lectured  on  the  science  and  art  of  education  in  the  leading  cities  of  the 
State.  He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Hauchett,  Stark  Hanchett,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Saginaw  county  Bar  in  June,  1S90,  and  soon  there- 
after he  was  licensed  to  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan  and  in 
the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States.  He  has  an  extensive  practice  in 
the  State  and  Federal  Courts.  He  is  a  conscicntiou?;  wnrk^^r,  a  hard  fighter 
and  a  '^ncre^sftil  advocate.  He  ha^  been  retained  in  many  of  the  impor- 
tant causes  tried  in  the  Saginaw  Circuit  during  the  past  two  years.  He 
was  one  of  the  attorneys  for  the  defendant  in  the  famous  libel  suit  for 
$50,000  of  Mayor  William  B.  Mershon  vs.  Rev.  William  Knight.  He 
was  attorney  for  the  plaintiff  in  the  case  of  Holman  vs.  The  Union  Street 
Railway,  one  of  the  most  ^tiibbonh'  contested  ra-^pt;  tried  in  the  Saginaw 
Circuit  in  a  lon^^  time,  and  in  which  plaintiff  secured  ,1  iudrjment  of  $2,8no. 
The  Rapid  Transit  Railroad  Co.,  an  electric  line  coruiecting  Saginaw  with 
Bay  City,  has  retained  him  as  their  general  counsel.  He  is  also  retained 
by  several  local  corporations.  The  number  of  cases  which  he  has  con- 
ducted in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan  is  unusual  for  one  so  young  in 


BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  MICHIGAN, 


the  profession.  Out  of  t\velve  cases  which  he  has  argued  in  that  court 
on!v  one  was  lost.  It  is  worth  while  to  mention  the  case  of  Swarthout  vs. 
Lucas  {102  Michigan^  page  492).  I  his  iovolved  the  question  of  the 
authority  of  a  Circuit  Judge  to  punish  contempt  by  imprisonment.  A 
litigant  who  refused  to  pay  an  attorney  fee  upon  a  motion  was  imprisoned 
for  contempt  of  court.  The  Supreme  Court,  upon  appeal,  was  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Circuit  Judge  did  not  possess  the  power  which 
he  exercised,  and  the  decision  of  the  rfrcuit  Court  was  rever=;ed, 
Mr,  U'Keefe  was  counsel  for  the  appellant.  Another  important  case  was 
the  Union  Central  Life  Insurance  Company  vs.  Howell,  et  al.,  involving  an 
alleged  shortage  in  the  account  of  Howell,  who  was  agent  of  the  com- 
pany. The  suit  was  brought  against  the  agent  and  his  bondsmen,  upon 
the  bond.  In  their  answer  defendants  did  not  deny  the  cxeciition  of  the 
bond.  TJp«Mi  the  trial  the  Circuit  Judge  permitted  theni  to  introduce 
testimony  tending  to  prove  the  execution  of  the  bond  at  a  date  later  than 
that  which  appeared  on  its  face.  The  case  was  carried  to  the  Supreme 
Court  on  a  writ  of  error  and  the  ruling  of  the  Circuit  Court  was  reversed, 
thus  deciding  for  the  Hrst  time  in  Michigan  that  defendants  could  not  be 
permitted  to  introduce*  evidence  to  prove  the  execution  of  an  instrument 
on  a  date  diffrn-nt  fi  inn  th:it  which  it  bears,  without  first  serving^  nnticf  by 
affidavit  denying  the  execution  of  such  instrument,  as  provided  tor  by  the 
Circuit  Court  rule  No.  79.  The  case  is  reported  in  lOl  Michigan,  page 
333.  Mr.  O'Keefe  was  married  November  14,  1894,  to  Miss  Ida  K.  Cal- 
1am,  daughter  of  William  Callam,  Esq.,  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  of 
Saginaw.  Thev  have  one  son.  \\'i1Ham  C.  Mr.  O'Keefe  is-  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  Fratcrnit\-,  the  East  Sa!.';inaw  CiLib  and  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church.  In  (XtUtics,  l»c  is  a  Republican,  and  frequently  stumps  the  county 
for  his  party.  He  has,  however,  persistently  declined  to  be  a  candidate 
for  office  and  says  he  will  never  give  up  his  law  practice  for  politics.  His 
ofTice  is  in  the  Bearinger  Building,  and  Ins  pleasant  home  at  No.  520 
MiUard  St.,  is  in  the  prettiest  residence  part  of  the  city. 


HENRY  E.  NAEGELY,  Saginaw.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born 
in  East  Saginaw,  which  is  now  a  part  of  the  city  of  S.i,;inau ,  March  16, 
1869.  His  father,  Capt.  Henry  Naec^eh',  is  a  native  of  .Sv.  it/.ci hmd.  born 
in  canton  of  Zurich,  in  December,  liijS,  He  received  a  commercial  edu- 
cation and  military  training  in  the  schools  of  Winterthur,  remaining  in 
that  place  until  his  departure  for  America  in  1 860.  At  the  ^e  of  twenty 
Captain  Namely  was  impressed  by  the  advantages  offered  to  the  young 
and  ambitious  in  the  new  world,  and  soon  afterward?  left  the  little  Swiss 
republic  for  America.  He  scttli-d  first  in  Wisconsin,  remaining  there  until 
1S61  wiren  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  and  went  to  tiie  front.  1-Iis 
early  military  training  and  experience  fitted  him  at  once  for  command,  and 
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he  was  made  an  officer  immediately.  Upon  his  t>wn  merit  exhibited  in 
his  skill  and  bravery  he  rose  in  rank  by  successive  promotions  uatil,  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  he  held  a  captain's  commission  and  had  command  of  a 
company.  In  addition  to  this  he  was  acting  assistant  adjutant  general  on 
General  Morrow's  staff.  At  the  close  of  the  war  Captain  Naegely  located 
in  Detroit,  where  he  remained  until  1868.  He  then  removed  to  East 
Saj^inaw,  where  he  engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  which  lie  still  continues. 
The  motlier  of  our  subject  was  Maggie  Breen,  born  in  Ireland,  May,  1845. 
She  possesses  many  noble  qualities  of  mind,  with  the  generous  traits 
attributed  to  the  people  of  her  nationality.  She  has  strength  of  intellect 
and  a  charitable  disposition.  The  primary  and  preparatory  education  of 
Henry  K.  Naegely  was  acquired  in  the  schools  of  Saginaw,  from  which 
he  was  admitted  to  the  University  f>f  Michigan  in  1 889.  Tlirce  years 
were  devoted  by  him  to  the  study  of  Icliers  in  the  Liiciary  Department. 
At  the  end  of  that  time,  moved  by  a  well-deBned  purpose  and  increasing 
desire  to  begin  the  study  of  law,  he  entered  the  Law  School  of  the  Univer- 
sity in  1892.  During  his  first  year  in  the  Law  Department  he  was  selected 
as  class  pre^^ident  by  the  members  of  his  class.  I  his  was  regarded  at  the 
time  as  a  distinct  honor  for  a  Michigan  student  to  receive,  inasmuch  as  no 
student  from  this  State  had  been  elected  president  of  his  class  for  many 
years.  Mr.  Naegely  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  May  26,  1894,  at  Ann 
Arbor.  He  was  graduated  in  law  in  June,  1894,  and  at  once  commenced 
the  practice  of  the  profession  in  Saginaw.  He  has  met  with  such  success 
as  to  be  already  well  c^tablisbeH  n'^  .1  mfmht-r  of  the  Bar.  In  relii2:ii^iis 
belief  Mr.  Naegely  is  an  adherent  oi  the  Roman  Catholic  faith.  Politi- 
cally he  is  allied  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  ability  as  a  public 
speaker  makes  him  the  champion  of  his  party's  principles  occaisionally  on 
the  stump. 


ARTHUR  H.  SWARTHOUT,  Saginaw.  Arthur  H.  Swarthout  was 
bora  in  the  township  of  Saginaw,  June  9,  1859.  He  is  descended  from 
good  old  Holland  stock.  The  ancestors  of  his  father  emij4ra(i  (l  from  Hol- 
land and  settled  in  New  Amsterdam  in  colonial  times,  Hih  grandfather, 
Capt.  Anthony  K..  Swarthout,  came  west  and  settled  in  Saginaw  county  in 
1835,  when  the  entire  valley  was  yet  a  wilderness.  As  he  was  a  surveyor 
the  settlement  of  the  country  gave  him  employment  at  his  profession, 
which  he  followed  profitably  for  main  >  ears.  James  N.  Swarthout,  the 
father  of  our  subject.  w;is  n  nntive  of  Michii^an.  a  farmer,  and  lived  all  his 
life  in  Sa^^inaw  county,  v'.  hore  he  died  in  January,  189O.  The  mother  of 
Arthur  ii,  was  Jane  M.  Hiesordt,  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
of  Holland  descent.  She  is  still  living  and  finds  a  home  with  her  son. 
Arthur  H.  Swarthout  passed  his  boyhood  on  his  father's  farm,  attending 
the  district  schools  during  a  portion  of  each  year,  until  he  was  fourteen 
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years  of  af^e.  He  then  entered  the  Sacnnaw  high  school,  W.  S.,  and  took 
the  full  i.')uisc  of  instruction,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1877. 
After  leaving  school  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  for  two  winter  terms,  in 
order  to  procure  the  means  with  which  to  defray  his  expenses  at  the 
university.  In  the  fall  of  1879  he  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan  and  pursued  the  studies  laid  dcnvn  in  tlie  coursr, 
attending  the  lectures  and  rnai-ini;  use  of  all  the  means  at  his  command  to 
gain  the  best  possible  preparation  for  practice.  He  was  graduated  in  1881 
and  immediately  thereafter  settled  in  Grayling,  Crawford  county,  where 
he  opened  an  office,  having  been  formally  admitted  to  the  Bar  at 
Saginaw  in  May  of  that  ye»r.  In  1 882  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney 
of  Crawford  county,  hut  resigned  before  the  close  of  his  term  nnd  removed 
tn  Saginaw  in  1884.  His  first  business  and  professional  jiart iiL-rship  was 
F,  W.  Wellington,  and  it  was  terminated  at  tiie  end  of  tlie  liist  year,  by 
the  retirement  of  Mr.  Wellington  from  practice.  For  the  eight  years  nefxt 
ensuing  he  was  alone,  but  in  1893  became  associated  in  partnership  with 
J.  F.  O'Kcefe,  under  the  firm  name  and  style  of  Swarthout  &  O'Keefe, 
an  association  which  was  terminated  in  March,  i??o6.  Mr.  Swarthout 
has  luadrf  a  specially'  ot  patent  lau  (iui'.ng  the  last  t\\el\.'e  years,  and  he  is 
unquestionably  t/w  patent  lawyer  of  Sagniau .  He  iias  achieved  mariced 
success  in  that  branch  of  practice.  Among  the  important  patent  cases 
with  which  he  has  been  connected  was  that  of  Kinney  vs.  The  Withington 
&  Corley  Manufacturing  Company  (15  C.  C.  A.  531),  involving  construc- 
tive license  to  manufacture  where  the  patentee  made  the  invention  in  the 
shop  cit  his  employer,  but  at  his  own  expense.  Among  the  important 
cases  in  which  he  prepared  briefs  are  Beaver  Creek  Township  vs.  Hastings 
(i;2  Mich.  258);  Swarthout  vs.  McKn^ht,  Circuit  Judge  (N.  W.  Reports, 
Vol.  LX,  page  973);  and  the  Union  Central  Life  Insurance  Company  vs. 
Howell  (59  N.  W.  R.  599);  and  Union  Central  Life  vs.  Smith  (63 
N.  W.  R.  4'\^)-  Politically  Mr.  Swarthout  is  a  Republican.  During  the 
time  of  tvis  residence  in  Graylmg  he  was  very  active  in  support  of  his  party. 
In  addition  to  receiving  the  nomination  and  election  to  the  office  of  pro- 
secuting attorney,  he  was  appointed  a  delegate  from  the  Tenth  Congres< 
sional  District  to  the  National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
1884,  and  cast  his  vote  for  James  G.  Blaine  as  the  candidate  finally 
nominated  far  President.  After  his  location  in  Savpuaw  he  devoted 
himself  without  reserve  to  his  profession.  In  disposition  he  is  social  and 
charitable.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order;  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  he  is  warmly  attached.  His  activ- 
ities are  employed  in  the  duties  growing  out  of  church  membership,  and 
for  the  improvement  of  the  community  in  morality  and  the  virtues  of 
christiaiiit\-.  In  i^qt,  hv  was  elected  president  of  the  State  Sunday  School 
Association,  and  vice-president  ol  the  international  S.  S.  Association. 
He  is  a  man  of  strict  principles  and  high  spirit ;  although  entertaining 
serious  views  of  life  and  its  duties,  he  is  free  from  forbidding  reserve  and 
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is  very  cordial  in  social  intercourse.  He  has  a  high  rejnitation  as  a  patent 
lawyer,  excellent  standing  as  a  citizen  and  is.  well  described  as  a  christian 
gentleman.  Mr.  Swarthout  was  married  December  15,  1 881,  to  Miss 
Abbie  E.  Squire,  daughter  of  Josiah  Squire,  a  farmer  of  Saginaw  county. 
She  died  in  August,  1892,  leaving  three  daughters:  Mable,  aged  fourteen; 
Florence,  twelve;  and  Ruth,  seven.  In  1894  he  married  Annie  E.  Squire, 
a  sister  ot  his  first  wife. 


CHAUNCRY  H.  GAGE,  Sai^inaw.  Hon.  Chauncey  Hurlbut  Gage  was 
born  at  Detroit,  Michigfan,  June  15,1^40.  Hi?  parf-nts  were  Morgan  L. 
and  Amy  (Coffeenj  Gage,  His  iather  was  prominent  in  business  life,  a 
manufacturer  and  later  superintendent  of  construction  of  plank  roads  in 
Saginaw  and  Tuscola  counties,  Michigan.  During  the  Mexican  War  he 
was  Captain  of  an  independent  company  attached  to  the  First  Michigan 
Volunteers  and  was  assigned  garrison  duty  at  Forts  Mackinaw  and  Brady. 
He  was  also  captain  of  Company  A,  Fourteenth  Miciiigan  Infantry  in  the 
war  of  the  Rebellion,  serving  in  Tennessee  and  Mississippi.  He  was  an 
excellent  soldier,  brave,  faithful  and  true,  and  popular  with  his  men  as  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  his  memory  is  perpetuated  in  Moi^an  L.  Gage 
Post  No.  375  G.  A.  R.,of  Saginaw,  East  Side.  Captain  Gage  came  to 
Detroit  in  1819  with  his  father  from  New  York  State.  The  family  came 
originally  from  New  England  where  the  tirst  settlement  of  the  Gages  in 
America  was  made  prior  to  the  Revolution.  Judge  Gage's  mother  was 
Amy  Coffeen  of  Ohio,  also  descended  from  New  England  stock.  In 
1849  Captain  Gage  removed  with  his  family  to  Saginaw  City  and  three 
yearc  htpr  to  East  ?agina\\ .  Tfii'--  section  was  then  almost  a  wilderness, 
and  in  such  ijrinuti\  c  ci miiitiiin  the  facilities  for  obtaining  an  education 
were  very  limited.  Young  Chauncey,  however,  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Saginaw  and  later  of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  diligently  grasping  the  rudiments 
of  knowledge  -until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  when  he  began  his 
active  career  of  usefulness.  At  this  ige  he  entered  the  employ  of  S.  W. 
Yawkey  ^  Co.,  then  one  of  the  leading  lumber  firms  of  the  Saginaw 
Valley,  and  remained  with  them  and  their  successors,  C.  Moulthrop  &  Co. 
for  two  years.  In  1857  he  went  to  Lansing  and  was  elected  to  fill  the 
position  of  enrolling  clerk  of  the  State  Senate.  He  discharged  the  duties 
of  this  office  at  the  regular  and  extra  sessions  of  1857  and  1858.  Follow- 
ing this  he  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Webber  &  Wheeler  and  remained 
with  them  anrl  Mr.  Webber  until  januaiy  i,  18(  3.  In  tS^Sf  he  was 
examined  before  the  Circuit  Court  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  In  1864 
he  was  a  member  of  the  East  Saginaw  school  board.  In  1866  President 
of  the  Young  Men's  Literary  Society.  In  187 1-2  he  was  recorder  for 
the  city  of  East  Saginaw,  a  judicial  office,  by  which  he  was  also  consti- 
tuted acting  mayor  in  the  absence  of  the  mayor,  and  in  1878  he  was  city 
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attorney  for  East  Saginaw.  In  the  fall  of  1862  he  was  elected  piosccut-' 
tnj^  attorney  for  Saginaw  county,  assuming  the  duties  of  that  office  Janu- 
ary 1,  1863.  He  discharged  the  duties  devolving  upon  him  with  such 
success  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1863  and  served  until  1865.  On  retiring 
from  office  he  continued  the  general  practice  until  18S2.  In  the  fall  of 
1 880  he  was  a  candidate  for  Circuit  Judge  of  the  Tenth  Judicial  District 
nf  Micbif^an,  on  a  non-partisan  ticket  and  was  su|>poi-ti d  by  a  majnrit}  nf 
the  Bar  of  the  county  and  was  also  made  the  candidate  ot  ihe  Demucratic 
and  Greenback  conventions.  He  was  elected  for  a  term  of  six  years — 
Jan.  I,  1882  to  Jan.  i,  1888.  In  1887  he  was  re-elected  for  a  second 
term  without  opposition.  Again  in  1893  he  was  nominated  by  the  Demo- 
cratic  party,  and  although  he  received  a  large  vote,  he  shared  the  fate  of 
hi*?  partv  ticket,  being  defeated  b\  the  sni.ill  niajority  of  thirty  votes,  in  a 
total  poll  of  nearly  i0,0O0,  Since  January  1,  1894,  Judge  Gage  has  been 
engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  his  profession.  Years  of  service  on  the 
Bench,  with  the  study  and  research  thereby  entailed,  have  but  ripened  and 
matured  his  fine  legal  attainments  and  given  him  a  comprehensive  grasp 
of  the  law  in  all  its  beannr:s.  Since  again  entering  the  kga!  arena,  practice 
has  flowed  in  on  him  and  lu  (  nioys  a  clientage  of  high  character.  Judge 
Gage  is  a  Democrat  by  incliiiation  but  is  not  a  politician,  his  official  life 
having  been  confined  to  legal  trusts,  independent,  in  a  measure,  of  all  party 
affiliation.  He  was  married  in  September,  1864,  to  Miss  Mildred  Smith, 
daughter  of  Captain  Martin  Smith,  a  ship-builder  and  prominent  citizen 
of  Sac^inaw-  By  this  marriaw  Jnd^e  Ga?»e  had  one  child.  Sluart 
M..  w  ho  i-.  now  an  architect  and  mechanical  engineer  at  Seattle,  Washing- 
ton. Mrs.  Gage  died  in  March,  1866,  and  on  July  12,  1875,  Mr.  Gage 
married  Miss  Isabel  Peck,  daughter  of  Hon.  George  W.  Peck,  who  was 
a  prominent  lawyer  of  Lansing,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  Michigan,  and  member  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and 
Sophia  E.  Peck.  Mrs.  Gage,  their  daughter,  was  born  in  Livinj^ston 
county,  Michigan,  April  20,  1852.  By  this  marriage  Judge  Gage  has  had 
two  sons,  Harold  L.,  aged  eleven  years,  and  Lewis  P.,  deceased.  During 
his  long  service  on  the  Bench,  Judge  Gage  established  a  reputation  for 
extreme  fairness  in  the  treatment  of  litigants  and  counsel.  In  the  treat- 
ment of  hardened  criminals  he  was  severe,  but  with  no  uncalled  for  severity. 
In  the  cases  of  first  offender*;  he  inclined  rather  to  leniency  but  never  to 
laxity,  or  to  an  extent  not  warranted  by  the  circumstances.  His  judgment 
of  the  law  was  clear,  which  fact  is  proved  by  the  result  on  appeal  in  many 
intricate  cases  wherein  his  judgment  has  been  affirmed  by  the  court  of  last 
resort.  He  commanded  the  respect  and  good  will  of  the  Bar  to  an 
unusual  extent  and  retired  with  their  <;incere  j^ood  wishes  for  hi«  success  in 
his  practice.  lu  manner  jud^t  Gage  is  one  ot  the  most  companionable  of 
men,  open,  honest,  easy  of  approach,  affable,  free  of  speech  and  possessing 
a  sterling  character  above  reproach.  He  commands  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  a  community  where  he  has  lived  from  early  childhood. 
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WILLIAM  R.  KF.NDRICK,  Saginaw.  Judge  Wmiam  Russell  Kendrick 
was  highly  favored  at  the  beginning  by  all  that  invaluable  in  heredity.  He 
is  descended  on  his  father's  side  from  sturdy  English  ancestry,  some  o( 
whom  emigrated  from  England  and  settled  in  New  England  before  the 
Revolution.  His  grandfather,  Sanford  Kendrick,  w  is  tor  many  years 
associate  judge  in  Lapeer  county.  His  father,  Lucius  KLudrick,  a  native 
of  Alden,  Erie  county.  New  York,  came  to  Michigan  in  iS^fi,  as  a  youth 
with  his  parents,  who  settled  among  the  pioneers  of  I^apcer  county. 
Lucius  Kendrick  was  a  farmer,  a  teacher,  a  lawyer,  a  man  of  culture  and 
literary  taste;  a  writer  of  merit,  whose  contributions  to  the  local  newspapers 
were  so  popular  as  to  be  v.  idely  copi  1  r  d  universally  read;  whose  adult 
life  was  all  spent  iii  l>iydcn.  where  lie  clird  in  1885.  William  R.  ',va«  born 
at  Dryden,  Lapeer  county,  June  21,  184b.  ills  mother,  Eliza  Look,  a 
native  of  Dunkirk,  New  York,  of  Puritan  descent  on  her  father's  side,  and 
a  member  of  the  Pixley  family,  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  on  the  side  of  her 
mother,  came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents  in  1842  and  lived  until  1875.- 
His  early  days  were  spent  nn  the  farm  p.nd  in  the  district  school.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  bei;an  tcarliinj^;  ami  taaj^dit  rcmrimiously  in  the  district 
schools  for  two  years.  He  liien  attended  llie  Almont  Union  school  for 
two  terms  and  spent  a  year  in  Olivet  College.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
was  elected  principal  of  the  Dryden  public  schools  and  held  the  position  for 
two  years.  Before  he  had  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  his  earnings 
at  school  iLachin^  amounted  to  twenty-four  hundred  dollars.  On  arriving 
at  his  majority  he  returned  to  OUvet  College  and  remained  there  one  year. 
He  then  entered  the  University  of  Michigan,  where  he  studied  three  years 
in  the  scientific  course.  He  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  University 
and  was  graduated  from  the  Law  School  with  the  class  of  1873.  After 
practising  a  short  time  he  \va<=  admitted  to  the  Supreme  Court  at  Detroit, 
in  the  ^sprinc^  of  1874.  In  the  same  year  he  formed  n  pnrtnrrsh"p  ;it  Grand 
Rapids  with  Charles  N.  Potter,  wuo  is  now  Judge  of  tlic  Supreme  Court 
of  Wyoming.  This  partnership  lasted  until  the  spring  of  187$  when 
Judge  Kendrick  removed  to  Otsego  county  where  he  was  elected  prose- 
cuting attorney.  He  remained  there  until  1881  and  held  t!:c  oflce  of 
prosecuting  attorney  during  the  entire  time  and  was  sl^u  Circuit  Court 
Commissioner.  In  January,  i88i,  he  removed  to  baginaw  and  formed  a 
partnership  with  Judge  L.  C.  Holden,  which  remained  in  force  three  years, 
until  Mr.  Holden  was  elected  probate  judge.  For  three  years  thereafter 
he  continued  in  practice  alone.  In  1886  he  was  nominated  for  prosecuting 
attorney  and  received  seven  hundred  votes  more  than  his  party  ticket,  but 
was  defeated.  In  1887  he  formed  a  partnership  with  John  M.  Harris 
which  existed  until  September,  1895,  when  lie  was  appointed  Circuit  Judge 
by  Governor  Rich,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
Judge  R.  B.  McKnight.  Although  this  appointment  came  to  him  without 
solicitation  on  his  own  part,  it  came  at  the  unanimous  request  of  members 
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of  the  Bar,  expressed  in  a  petiti(m  signed  by  the  practising  attorneys  of 

the  Bar  of  the  county  without  distinction  of  party.  All  of  his 
opinions,  without  exception,  have  been  sustained  by  the  Supreme  Court. 
Though  active  in  politics,  and  chairman  of  the  RepubUcan  county  com- 
mittee for  several  years,  he  was  free  from  partisan  bias  on  the  Bench.  In 
1890  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  by  a  majority  of  nine  hundred 
when  candidates  on  the  opposing  ticket  were  elected  by  a  majority  reach- 
ing twenty-two  hundred.  He  was  faithful  and  fearless  in  prosecuting 
offenders  under  the  law.  He  prosecuted  violations  of  the  law  rej^nlating 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  iiq^uors,  with  energy  and  zeal.  He  was  equally 
active  and  zealous  in  enforcing  the  collection  of  taxes  imposed  by  that  law, 
and  as  a  result  of  his  well  directed  activities  the  sum  of  seventy  thousand 
dollars  was  collected  before  the  third  day  of  May.  The  fines  and  taxes 
exceeded  by  nearly  twenty  thmi'^and  ildll.ir-;  the  amount  ever  paid  before 
from  the  same  sources.  He  could  see  no  reason  lor  permitting  these  men 
and  interests  to  avoid  payment  of  their  proportion  of  taxes  imposed  by 
law,  and  held  that  their  responsibility  and  duty  to  pay  were  no  less  weighty 
than  that  of  the  owner  of  real  estate.  He  declined  a  re-election  to  the 
office  of  prosecuting  attorney  in  1892  on  account  of  important  pt-rsonal 
business  interests.  He  hn?  bpon  an  active  practitioner  of  the  law  both  in 
the  Circuit  and  .Suj)r<  inc  Courts  and  has  managed  successfully  through 
those  courts  many  important  cases.  In  Parkhurst  vs.  Johnson  (30  Michi> 
gan,  p^  70)  he  was  one  of  counsel  for  defendent.  This  was  a  case 
involving  the  question  of  negligence  and  has  been  a  leadii^  case  on  that 
branch  of  the  law  very  much  cited.  Durin^^  his  term  rt  became  his  duty 
to  prosecute  several  persons  indicted  for  murder  who  were  convicted  and 
sentenced  to  long  terms.  While  his  practice,  when  not  in  official  position, 
was  general  in  character,  he  preferred  chancery  cases,  and  this  kind  of 
practice  may  be  called  his  specialty.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  Supreme  Legal  Adviser  of  United  Friends  of 
Michigan.  Tud<]:e  Kcndrick  was  married  November  ^,  1H75.  to  Adeline 
Bristol,  of  Almont,  Michigan,  daughter  of  Joseph  Bristol,  a  prominent  and 
successful  business  man  of  that  town.  They  have  three  children — two 
sons  and  a  daughter:  J.  Lucius  S.  is  nineteen  years  of  age;  Ethel  E. 
sc\  ent(  ( n  and  Russell  Ray,  twelve.  AH  uc  in  the  public  school.  The 
Judge  has  a  very  intcrosting  family  and  a  delightful  home.  He  has 
accumulatrd  a  handsome  property;  his  wife  is  an  artist  of  ability  and  his 
children  are  all  bright  and  intelligent,  advanced  in  their  studies  and  amateur 
musicians.  J  udgc  Kendrick  is  an  admirable  specimen  of  what  may  be 
termed  a  self-educated,  self-dependent  American  citizen. 
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WILLIAM  M.  MTLT  ER,  late  of  Saginaw.  Mr.  Miller  was  horn  Febru- 
ary 24,  1826,  al  WiUistoa,  Vermont,  where  his  ancestors  had  lived  and 
thrived  for  several  generations,  honored  and  esteemed  by  thie  entire  com- 
munity. He  was  a  lawyer  by  inheritance.  His  father,  Solomon  S. 
Miller,  a  leading  lawyer,  spent  his  life  in  his  native  town,  where  he  died 
in  1830.  Hi<:  ^grandfather,  Judge  Solomon  Miller,  who  was  distinguished 
among  tlie  Green  Mountain  Boys  as  an  active  partisan  of  Amorican  Inde- 
pendence before  he  became  a  learned  lawyer  and  a  digimicd  judge,  died  in 
Wiiliston  prior  to  the  birth  of  this  subject.  William  M.  Miller's  mother, 
who  was  Eliza  Mitchell,  died  when  he  was  only  one  year  old.  His  father 
dying  four  years  later  left  him  to  the  care  of  his  uncle,  Harry  Miller,  who 
adopted  him  and  thereafter  stood  in  the  relation  of  father.  He  was  rather 
a  feeble-bodied  child,  too  young  at  the  time  to  realize  his  loss  in  the  death 
of  his  parents,  and  was  so  tenderly  reared  by  his  uncle  and  surrounded 
with  such  comforts  in  his  adopted  home  as  never  to  have  felt  the  loss  save 
as  an  indefinite  memory.  Hon.  Harry  Miller  was  a  man  of  affairs  who 
in  early  life  was  the  owner  of  a  large  and  valuable  farm,  and  became  a 
wealthy  man  for  that  time  and  place.  His  abilities  m:i<\r  him  a  leader  of 
thought  and  he  served  with  credit  two  terms  in  tiic  Legislature  of  Ver- 
mont, and  later  as  State  Senator  from  Chittenden  county.  In  the  mean- 
time he  had  become  a  director  in  the  Bank  of  Burlington,  and  also  in  the 
Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Wiiliston.  In  1858,  the  latter  bank 
having  acquired  a  'ar-^c  lumber  interest  in  Sat^inaw.  Senator  Miller  came 
to  Saginaw  to  look  after  its  interest,  and  in  a  short  time  purchased  the 
property,  associating  with  himself  Ami  W.  Wright  and  Valorius  Paine, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Miller,  Paine  Bt  Wright.  The  investment  was 
profitable,  and  he  ^'Min  extended  his  busine^  at  Saginaw  by  establishing 
the  hanking:  house  of  Miller.  Braley  &  Co..  which  developed  into  the  Fif^t 
National  Bank  of  Saginaw  .'  Hnrry  Miller  had  no  children,  and.  brinL,'  a 
man  of  enlightened  views  and  libcrai  disposition,  he  pru  v  ided  generously 
for  the  education  of  his  adopted  son.  After  a  thorough  preparatory  edu- 
cation William  M,  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Vermont  in 
1847  with  special  honor;  he  was  a  member  of  the  Greek  Letter  Frater- 
nity, Sigma-Phi.  "Durinff  his  collef^e  day-  lie  laid  •In  foundation  of  an 
extensive  literary  knowledge  to  which  he  continually  added  by  judicious 
and  diligent  study,  and  which  formed  one  of  the  strong  elements  of  his 
character  as  a- lawyer.  He  early  selected  the  law  for  his  life  work,  and 
began  his  studies  in  the  office  of  his  maternal  uncle,  the  Hon.  Henry 
Leavenworth,  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  immediately  after  his  graduation 
from  college.  His  studious  habits,  diligence,  modest  pride  and  ambition 
enabled  him  to  make  rapid  progress,  while  the  large  and  varied  practice  of 
Mr.  Leavenworth  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  combine  practical  experi- 
ence with  his  theoretical  acquirements,  and  to  obtain  an  early  admission  to 
the  Bar.    He  married  Miss  Harriet  E.  Granger,  of  Glens  Falls,  New  York, 
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a  cultivated  and  accomplished  woman,  fitted  by  nature  and  acquirements 
to  be  his  life  companion.  Tlirir  only  child.  Louise,  i*:  the  v.ifc  of  Mr. 
Charles  A.  Rust,  of  Saginaw,  who  much  resembles  her  father  both  in 
features  and  character.  Soon  after  his  admission  to  the  Bar  Mr.  Miller 
established  himself  in  legal  practice  at  Burlington,  Vermont,  where  he 
remained  with  an  increasing  business  and  reputation  until  the  winter  of 
1854  and  1855,  when  desire  to  go  west  wa.s  awakened  in  him,  and  he 
removed  to  Galveston,  Texas.  The  change  from  the  dull,  methodical 
ways  of  the  Green  Mountain  Slate  to  the  excitement  and  push  of  the 
Texas  of  1855  was  not  wholly  distasteful  to  him.  The  population  of  Gal- 
veston was  largely  made  up  of  intelligent  and  educated  emigrants  from  the 
north  animated  by  an  ambition  proportioned  to  the  opporti  nities,  the 
broad  acres  and  boundless  prospects  around  them.  Mr.  Miller  liked  the 
people  and  the  country,  and  al^vay?5  spoke  of  his  residence  in  Texa.s  with 
pleasure,  but  the  climate  wai>  not  adapted  to  his  delicate  phys>ical  organ- 
ism, and,  after  a  thorough  trial,  the  state  of  his  health  compelled  him  to 
return  north.  He  located  at  Niagara  Falls,  hoping  to  find  relief  in  that 
Iicalthy  region  where  the  fresh  breezes  of  Lake  Erie  meet  those  of  Onta- 
rio. Tlowever,  he  was  prnnitted  to  remain  at  the  Falls  for  only  a  short 
time.  His  uncle,  Senator  Miller,  required  the  constant  services  of  a 
skilled  lawyer,  and  naturally  looked  to  his  adopted  son.  Mr.  Miller  came 
to  Saginaw  in  1859,  and  soon  after  entered  into  partnership  with  Judge 
Jabez  G.  Sutherland,  then  the  foremost  lawyer  of  Saginaw,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Sutherland  &  Miller.  The  partnership  rontinucH  tintil 
Sutherland  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Tenth  Judicial  Circuit.  i  he  limi 
was  a  strong  one,  and  their  business  large  and  profitable.  Both  were  able 
lawyers  and  skillful  advocates,  each  in  his  own  peculiar  way.  Mr.  Miller 
always  urbane,  courteous  and  mildly  earnest,  was  a  master  of  statement, 
and  when  he  had  stated  his  client's  case  or  position  to  the  jury  or  the 
Court  in  hi.=  frank,  confidential  manner,  his  case  was  half  won.  His  posi- 
tions were  largely  supported  and  illustrated  by  facts  and  thoughts  drawn 
from  his  extensive  reading,  and  from  the  homely  experiences  of  every  day 
life  which  appealed  with  force  to  the  conscience  and  understanding  of  the 
jury,  and  made  his  legal  arguments  peculiarly  interesting  and  geneially 
effective.  He  was  never  ignorant  or  unmindful  of  the  legal  principles 
apply inf^  to  his  case,  but  his  real  strcnj^th  lay  in  reasoning  from  a  stand- 
point and  upon  principles  deemed  by  the  average  jury  as  upon  a  higher 
plane  than  the  black  letter  law  of  the  books.  No  two  men  ever  worked 
better  together  in  the  practice  of  the  law — each  possessed  in  a  marked 
degree  what  the  other!  ukrd.  No  one  in  Saginaw  county  regretted  Suth- 
erland's elevation  to  the  Bench  but  Mr.  Miller  himself;  not  that  he  envied 
his  friend  and  partner'^  soccers — f()r  he  felt  proud  of  it — ^but  because  that 
success  deprived  him  of  daily  a*isociation  with  that  friend  and  partner. 
This  idea  was  expressed  by  Mr.  Miller  at  Sutherland's  farewell  supper  to 
the  Bar  given  soon  after  his  election    The  attendance  was  large,  indud- 
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ing  lawyers  from  all  the  adjoining  countie^^.  Fortified  by  1^0  i.l  cheer  and 
good  wine  (not  much  Mati'i  \va>-  drank  at  S.t;^in;i\v  i;i  tlx  sc  d.iys),  the 
guests  extended  to  the  ho.-?L  their  felicitations  and  expressed  their  gratifi- 
cation at  hts  election  in  speeches  distinguished  for  mirth,  wit,  good  stories 
and  much  hearty  good  will  if  not  for  eloquence.  When  Mr.  Miller  arose 
to  speak  it  was  noticed  that  his  face  wore  an  appearance  of  sadness  quite  in 
contrast  with  his  usual  cheerful  a'^pect.  He  ^^aid,  sneaking  with  an  effort: 
''Gentlemen  of  the  Bar,  with  you  this  is  an  occasion  for  rejoicing  and 
congratulations;  with  me  for  sadness  and  regret.  Your  gain  is  my  loss. 
You  gain  a  Judge  whom  all  honor  and  respect.  I  lose  a  friend  and  part- 
ner no  one  can  appreciate  so  well  as  myself.  Knowing  his  legal  learning, 
independence  and  int<'j;rity,  as  you  have  seen  it  manifested  in  his  public 
career,  you  naturalK-  and  properly  reioice  at  his  election:  yet  krunvinj^ 
him  in  his  private  life  and  character,  as  you  do  not,  and  considering 
our  past  relations  now  to  be  terminated,  I  must  be  excused  for  repeating 
that  your  gain  is  my  loss;  and,  gentlemen,  let  me  propose  the  final 
toast  requiring  no  response — God  bless  the  Judge!"  Without  a  signal 
the  guests  silently  arose,  not  a  sound  was  heard  as  the  glasses  were 
filled,  and  the  toast  was  drank  in  profound  silence.  On  the  election 
of  Sutherland  to  the  judgeship,  Mr.  Miller  associated  himself  with  James 
R.  Cook  and  Gardner  K.  Grout.  Mr.  Cook  was  a  lawyer  of  real  abil- 
ity and  much  legal  learning,  but  with  a  strong  predilection  for  curious 
land  titles,  while  Mr.  Grout  was  n  yotin<T  mnn,  a  recent  <:raduate  fmm  the 
office  of  Sutherland  &  Miller,  and  but  rcccnliy  discharged  from  the  amy 
after  four  years  honorable  service.  From  that  time  on  Mr.  Miller  grad- 
ually dropped  out  of  court  and  gave  his  time  and  labor  to  the  growing 
banking  business  of  Miller,  Braley  &  Co.,  without,  however,  losing  his 
interest  in  public  affairs,  acce  pt  in;:;  and  serving  in  the  ofHce  of  mayor  of 
Saginaw  for  tR66  and  1867.  In  i^;t  he  changed  the  private  banking 
company  into  the  First  National  I5ank  of  Saginaw,  which  was  the  last  of 
his  professional  labors,  his  old  enemy,  rheumatism,  finally  compelling  him 
to  withdraw  from  all  activities,  and  after  much  suffering  he  died  on  the 
24th  of  April,  1872.  No  lawyer  or  citizen  of  Sagina\\  luuiy  (  \  (  r  com- 
manded more  general  respect  and  consideration  that)  \\  ikiam  M.  Miller. 
He  was  a  gentleman  by  nature  and  education.  In  speech,  dress,  man- 
ners and  character  he  was  really  an  aristocrat,  and  yet  he  carried  his  gen- 
tility so  naturally  and  modestly  as  not  to  wound  the  self-love  or  excite 
the  envy  of  those  less  fortunate  than  himself,  He  greeted  a  poor  man  of 
his  acquaintance  with  as  much  politeness,  and  seemingly  with  inoia  con- 
sideration, than  a  rich  one.  His  educaticjii  and  abilitie-;  fitted  hint  for  the 
hij.-ficst  sphere,  while  his  physical  infirrviitii-s  were  a  constant  drag  upon  his 
natural  desire  to  be  useful.  Cultured,  learned  and  familiar  with  classical 
and  current  literature — ^history,  poetry  and  romance — ^he  never  made  any 
parade  of  his  learning,  and  if  his  knowledge  of  books  appeared  in  his  con- 
versation, arguments  or  speeches  at  the  Bar,  it  seemed  only  a  natural  inci- 
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dent  of  the  subject,  a  necessary  and  proper  part  of  it.  Wealthy,  and  from 
youth  accustomed  to  the  conveniences  of  wealth  and  the  gratifications  it 
commands,  he  wa?  most  democratic  in  his  associations,  and  had  a  pecuhar 
dislike  for  the  wealtiiy  dull  who  valued  themselves  for  their  possessions. 
He 

"WouM  rathpl  step  aslile  ,u:r!  rtioose 
Tfi  talk  with  WHS  in  dirlv  shot-s." 

Mr.  Miller  was  a  firm  believer  in  Christianity  and  revealed  religion,  with  a 
conservative  tendency  that  had  no  great  sympathy  with  creeds  and  dc^mas. 
He  respected  the  church  and  its  ministers  without  yielding  his  private 
judgment  to  the  claims  of  those  who  assume  to  "point  the  way."  He 
held  that  a  moral,  Christian  life  was  nerpssarv'  to  future  happiness,  but 
the  particular  path  to  pursue  not  so  important ;  and  these  lines  of  Pope 
were  often  in  his  mind: 

'*  The  good  must  meiU  God's  peculiar  care, 
But  who  battiod  can  tell  us  who  they  are." 

He  was  instinctively  an  honest  man,  not  only  financially,  but  in  all  the 
relations  of  life,  with  a  strong  aversion  for  fraud,  wrong  and  deception  of 

every  kind,  and  on  occasion  could  give  his  disapproval  a  very  direct 
expression.  He  had  an  active  sense  of  the  ridiculous,  and  a  quiet  way  of 
rebuking  it,  even  on  serious  occasions,  without  seeming  to  intend  it,  nota- 
bly illustrated  by  a  nearly  foi^otten  incident.  Mr.  Miller  and  another 
lawyer  from  Saginaw  ,  -til!  able  to  tell  the  story,  were  associated  as  coun- 
sel for  the  defence  in  an  important  criminal  case  tried  at  Midland  soon 
after  Sutherland  became  judge  The  charg^e  was  an  aggravated  one,  the 
testimony  for  the  people  direct,  and  the  circumstances  complicated,  while 
the  defendant  was  a  man  of  considerable  importance  in  the  community. 
The  testimony  for  the  defendant — some  relevant  and  some  not  so  relevant 
— occupied  four  days  in  its  presentation  to  the  Court.  Mr.  A.,  a  well- 
remembered  lawyer  ol  Saginaw,  then  m  the  hfi^rlit  nf  his  popularity  at 
the  Bar,  who  liad  been  employed  by  the  county  to  assist  the  prosecuting 
attorney,  on  Saturday  closed  the  argument  for  the  people  at  the  noon 
hour.  The  excitement  was  great,  and  the  court  house  literally  packed 
from  the  time  the  door  was  opened  in  the  morning.  Mr.  A.  was  a  stump 
speaker  as  well  as  a  lawyer,  and  intending  to  be  fair  to  the  people  who, 
as  he  fancied,  had  comr  mit  ?  xpressly  to  hear  him,  divided  hts  time 
impartially  between  the  jury  and  the  audience.  Addressing  the  jury 
stowed  away  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  room,  for  a  few  minutes,  A 
would  suddenly  swing  around  on  his  heels  towards  the  audience  packed, 
like  sardines,  and  Mrith  his  arms  spread  out,  hands  slightly  turned  inwards, 
as  if  intendTH'^  to  ';coop  fhom  ,iU  in,  continue  his  arj^ument  until  some 
Stray  idea  impelled  him  to  wheel  hack  upon  tlic  jury  and  resume  his 
Speech  tor  a  (cw  moments,  thus  alternating  for  two  weary  hours,  until 
noon.  The  Judge,  the  lawyers  attending  court,  and  most  of  the  jury 
stopped  at  Ball's  Hotel,  and  all  were  soon  seated  at  the  long  table.  Mr. 
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A.  sat  across  the  board  from  Miller,  and  as  soon  as  all  were  seated,  and 
before  the  serious  business  of  the  hour  cnm»Tienced,  Miller,  looking  up 
and  speaking  so  as  to  be  heard  by  all  at  the  table,  said:  "A,  who  is  that 
good-looking  man  on  the  jury  who  wears  a  black  coat?"  (there  were  five 
men  on  the  jury  wearing  black  coats»  and  all  at  the  table.)  "  I  don't 
know,"  said  A.  "Why?"  "Oh!"  said  Miller,  "  I  met  him  at  the  door 
as  I  c^me  out  of  the  Court  House,  and  he  asked  me  if  that  Mi.  A.  was 
nmnfng  for  Congress."  The  point  of  the  joke  was  rccugni/.cd  and  appre- 
ciated by  long -continued  laughter.  After  dinner  the  Judge  charged  the 
jury  in  his  usual  clear,  concise  and  impartial  manner,  and  they  soon  re- 
turned into  Court  with  a  verdict  of  "not  guilty."  A.  was  afterwards 
heard  to  aflFirm  that  Miller's  little  joke  knocked  the  bottom  out  of  his 
argument.  The  estimation  in  which  Mr.  Miller  was  held  by  his  associ- 
ates at  the  Bar  was  feelingly  and  strikingly  shown  on  the  occasion  of  the 
Bar  meeting  called  to  express  the  general  sorrow  at  his  untimely  death, 
and  to  extend  the  sympathy  of  the  Bar  to  his  family.  Appropriate  reso- 
lutions reciting  his  worth,  and  the  universal  respect  in  which  he  was  held 
by  his  associates,  his  talents  as  a  lawyer,  hh  distinction  a?  a  scholar, 
exprc-ssino;  the  regret  of  the  Bar,  and  extending  sympathy  to  his  family 
wcic  adopted.  Eloq^uent  and  leeling  speeches  were  made  by  llon.  Will- 
iam L.  Webber,  John  J.  Wheeler,  Col.  D.  W.  C.  Gage,  Benton  Hanchett, 
W.  A.  Clark,  William  H.  Sweet  and  others.  The  resolutions  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Court,  Hon.  John  Moore  presiding,  by  D.  P.  Footc,  prose- 
cuting attorney,  and  upon  being  read  Judge  Moore  responded  from  the 
Bencii  in  a  speech  calling  attention  to  the  many  amiable  features  of  Mr. 
Miller's  character,  his- legal  and  general  learning,  his  skill  as  an  advo- 
cate, the  integrity  of  his  practice  as  an  officer  of  the  Court,  and  dwelling 
upon  his  private  and  public  worth,  and  at  the  conclusion  ordering  the 
resolutions  to  be  spread  upon  the  records  of  the  court. 


GEORGE  B.  BROOKS,  Saginaw.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  able  and  prominent  la%v  firm  of  Camp  &  Brooks,  was  born  at 
Acworth,  New  Hampshire,  July  16,  1834,  where  his  father,  Dr.  Lyman 
Brooks,  practised  medicine  for  more  than  forty  years,  and  until  his  death 
in  1866.  The  ancestors  of  the  Brooks  family  were  Ei^lish  who  emigrated 
to  America  during  the  colonial  period.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Brooks  was 
Mary  Graham,  a  native  of  Vermont,  but  most  of  her  life  was  spent  in 
Acworth,  where  she  died  in  1892.  Her  family  was  of  Scotch  orif^in.  The 
early  education  of  Mr.  Brooks  ^va'^  rereired  in  the  jjublic  schools  ot  Ac- 
worth,  and  iater  he  became  a  student  in  Kimball  Union  Academy,  at 
Meridan,  New  Hampshire.  He  spent  three  years  in  the  academy  where 
he  was  prepared  for  admission  to  the  freshman  class  in  Dartmouth  College. 
Before  matriculating,  however,  he  spent  one  year  in  teaching  at  Chester- 
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town,   Maryland.     In  i8^6  he  ontorcd  Dartmouth,   and   was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  i  S6o,  taking  th^-  di-ori  e  of  Bachelor  oi  Arts.    It   is  a 
coincidence  worthy  of  mention  that  lie  was  the  classmate  of  his  partner, 
Mr.  Camp,  in  the  academy  and  the  college ;  so  that  the  lives  of  the  two 
partners  have  been  most  intimately  related  for  a  period  of  more  than  forty 
years.    After  his  graduation,  he  accepted  the  principalship  of  the  North- 
field  Institute  in  Vermont  for  one  year,  when  he  was  appointed  superin- 
tendent of  schools  for  tiie  city  of  Gloucester,  Massachusetts.     After  serv- 
ing in  this  position  for  two  years  he  removed  to  the  west  a.nd  accepted  the 
position  of  superintendent  of  city  schools  at  Beloit,  Wisconsin.  Previous 
to  this  he  had  determined  to  enter  the  profession  of  law,  and  after  remain- 
ing two  years  in  Beloit  he  went  to  Saratoga,  New  York,  where  he  began 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Leslie  &  Pond.     His  studies  were  pursued 
under  the  instruction  of  these  gentlemen  until  his  admission  to  the  Bar  at 
Plattsburg,  New  York,  in  the  summer  of  1866.    In  the  October  following 
he  settled  in  Saginaw,  and  formed  a  copartnership  with  his  early  friend 
and  classmate,  Charles  H.  Camp,  an  association  that  was  as  congenial 
socially,   as  it  was  advantageous  in  a  business  way.    The  relation  has 
e.xisted  without  discord  to  the  present  time.     It  is  unusual  for  the  lives  of 
two  men  to  be  associated  so  intimately  from  boyhood  to  mature  age,  as 
have  been  the  lives  of  Messrs.  Camp  and  Brooks.    Their  principal  differ- 
ence is  in  politics,  but  it  is  a  difference  without  a  disagreement.  Mr. 
Brooks  is  a  Republican  and  has  taken  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his 
parly.     He  was  a  member  of  the  beard  of  education  of  Fast  Saf^tnaw  fnr 
several  years,  a  position  for  which  he  was  well  qualified  by  his  experience 
and  success  in  teaching.    In  1867  he  was  appointed  United  States  Circuit 
Court  Commissioner  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Michigan,  and  has  held 
the  position  continuously  to  the  present  time.    He  was  elected  judge  of 
the  recorder's  court  under  the  act  of  1873,  and  served  six  years.    For  a 
period  of  five  years  he  held  the  office  of  receiver  of  the  United  States 
Land  OiHce  at  East  Saginaw,  to  which  he  was  appointed  by  President 
Arthur.    Soon  after  attaining  his  majority  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  has  been  connected  with  the 
Order  to  the  present  time.    In  iS^'S  be  was  married  to  Abby  D.  Mans- 
field of  Gloucester,  Massachusetts,  who  died  in  Jxrly,  1^70,  leaving;  an  infant 
son,  Alfred  Mansfield  Brooks,  who  graduated  from  Harvard  University  m 
the  class  of  '94,  and  took  a  post-graduate  course  in  fine  arts  in  1895-6. 
He  is  now  an  instructor  in  the  Department  of  Fine  Arts  in  the  University 
of  Indiana.    Mr.  Brooks  was  again  married  in  1882  to  Harriet  V.  Bills, 
M.  D.,  of  Tecumseh,  Michigan.    Mrs.  Brooks  was  graduated  from  the 
University  nt  Michigan,  Medical  Department,  with  the  class  of  1877. 
Mr.  Brooks  IS  very  active  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.     He  is  a  man 
full  of  vigorous  enei^,  one  who  believes  in  his  profession  and  is  willing  to 
work  for  the  rewards  of  it.    He  is  a  gentleman  of  excellent  morals  and 
habits,  of  wide  information  in  the  law  and  affairs.    He  is  popular  in  the 
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community,  where  he  is  universally  esteemed  as  a  good  citizen.  His  social 

qualities  an-  ^-Htimatf^d  on  the  same  hi^h  plane  as  hi';  legal  abilities.  He 
has  strength  pt  character  and  purpose,  and  generally  is  a  good  type  of  the 
strong  man. 


JAMES  S.  GAT.I,OWA\'.  Mill  dale.  Jarnes  Sutton  Galloway  was  born 
in  Marion,  New  York,  March  5,  1841.  lliii  lather,  Edgar  M.  Galloway, 
and  his  uncle,  Samuel  Galloway,  were  both  venerated  clei^men  of  the 
Christian  denomination,  and  left  an  enviable  reputation  as  consecrated  and 
devoted  servants  of  God.  The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  died 
March  18,  1878,  and  the  mother,  Deborah  B.  (Sutton)  Galloway,  April  14, 
1832.  They  gave  iheir  son  James  every  educational  advantage  which  their 
circumstances  permitted.  He  entered  the  Marion  Collegiate  Institute  at 
the  age  of  thirteen,  and  completed  its  course  in  three  3rear3.  He  applied 
for  examination  for  admission  to  the  Sophomore  class  of  Antioch  College, 
but  Horace  Mann,  the  world-famous  president  of  that  excellf  nt  institution, 
objected  tn  his  extreme  youth.  President  M;)nn  was  captivati  d  by  the 
high  character  of  hia  conditional  work,  and  publicly  complimented  hiin  at 
the  close  of  the  first  year.  He  left  college  in  his  junior  year  to  teach 
mathematics  and  the  languages  in  Gull  Prairie  Seminary,  near  Kalamazoo. 
He  kept  up  his  studies  and  graduated  with  his  class,  but  the  overwork  per- 
manently injured  hi<;  eyes.  He  was  the  youngest  member  of  a  class  of 
forty,  but  ranked  high,  with  decided  literary  tastes.  After  leaving  college 
he  spent  two  years  teaching  in  the  high  school  of  his  native  village,  and  at 
the  same  time  read  Blackstone  and  other  legal  authorities  as  helps  to  a 
general  business  education.  The  deeper  he  delved  the  more  he  became 
fascinated  with  the  subject,  and  in  1S62  he  concluded  to  take  up  the  study 
of  law  in  earnest.  He  went  to  Hillsdale  and  entered  the  office  of  Stacy  & 
Edwards,  and  after  a  little  more  than  a  year  of  hard  work  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  in  Detroit  November  7,  1863.  The  first  day  of  the  following  year 
he  entered  into  a  law  partnership  with  W.  S.  Edwards,  and  continued  with 
him  for  some  three  years.  In  1 867  he  became  a  partner  of  R.  W.  Ricaby, 
and  was  associated  with  him  for  four  years.  Since  187 1  he  ha?;  carried  on 
his  extensive  professional  labors  withnn*-  a«;^i--fance  othfi  than  hi-^  son  has 
rendered,  while  a  student  and  more  recently  as  a  member  ot  thehnn.  The 
many  extensive  estate  and  trustee  interests  confided  to  his  care  have  called 
forth  a  wide  and  deep  knowledge  of  commercial  law  and  equity,  and  in 
these  important  departments  of  jurisprudence  he  is  regarded  as  standing 
among  the  very  first  lawyers  of  the  State.  He  is  noted  a  safe  and  judi- 
cious adviser  and  counsellor  rather  than  as  a  brilliant  and  aggressive  advo-  • 
cate.  He  seeks  what  is  safe  and  reliable  rather  than  the  more  showy 
enterprises  in  which  less  trustworthy  and  capable  lawyers  delight.  His 
reputation  has  risen  with  the  advancing  years  until  to-day  there  is  scarcely 
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an  attorney  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State  who  is  listened  to  with  greater 

deference  or  whose  advice  h  more  often  heeded  than  James  S.  Galloway. 
While  still  a  young  man  he  became  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  has  never  lost  interest  in  its  prosperity.  He  belongs  to  Eureka  Com- 
mandery,  No.  3»  K.  T.,  and  was  its  Eminent  Commander  at  the  time  of 
the  Triennial  Conclave  at  Chicago  in  1880.  The  organization  attended  in 
a  body,  and  received  many  compliments  for  its  fine  appearance.  He  is  a 
Democrat,  and  affiliated  with  the  "sound  money"  branch  of  his  party  in 
1896.  He  has  never  sought  ottice,  but  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Hillsdale,  he  consented  to  act  as  city  attorney  for  two  terms,  which 
were  required  to  settle  the  controversies  growing  out.  of  the  building  of  the 
water-works.  He  is  a  vestryman  of  St.  Peter's  Episcopal  church,  and  he 
and  his  family  are  among  its  most  liberal  and  earnest  supporters.  Mr.  Gallo- 
way was  married  Jan.  2?.  i86^,  to  Miss  Lizzie  Edwards,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  Edwards,  of  Montgomery  county,  New  York.  She  is  a  lady  of 
strong  domestic  tastes,  and  gmcefully  presides  over  a  beautiful  home  in  the 
heart  of  the  city.  At  one  corner  of  the  elegant  grounds  in  which  their 
home  is  situated,  Mr.  Galloway  has  had  his  office  for  many  years.  They  have 
one  son  and  one  daughter.  The  son,  Edjjar  O.,  was  born  December  6, 
tSjo,  ,-)iu1  was  graduated  from  ;lu:  liti:r;iry  d<:[),irtinciit  of  tin-  Univcrsily 
of  Michigan  at  the  age  of  twenty-three.  He  received  the  degree  of  Bach- 
elor of  Arts,  and  was  a  student  of  excellent  standing.  He  read  law  under 
his  father's  supervision,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  the  following  year,  and 
is  now  associated  with  htm  in  practice.  The  daughter,  Ava,  is  a  senior  in 
the  J3etroii  high  school  and  n  pirino  pupil  of  I'rofc-'^or  f4alni  of  tliat  city. 
Mr.  Galloway  has  mainly  dealt  with  chancety  cases,  and  is  highly  esteemed 
in  that  line  of  his  profession.  As  an  adviser  in  any  business  transaction, 
he  is  reliable,  and  business  men  delight  in  the  exactness  with  which  he 
states  their  contracts.  He  seems  to  be  able  to  read  complications  and  to 
guard  against  them,  so  that  his  legal  papers  become  models  of  siin]jl!city 
and  painstaking  care.  He  doe?  a  large  bankin^y  bttstness,  though  owning 
no  bank,  ami  in  the  community  there  is  no  question  of  his  business  ability 
or  his  integiii)  .  He  does  not  decide  hastily,  but  his  conclusions  are 
founded  on  reason.  His  life  is  open  to  the  world  and  his  word  is  good. 
He  keeps  up  the  habit  of  study  and  is  familiar  with  French,  German  and 
Italian,  as  well  with  classics.  He  is  a  man  of  public  spirit,  and  is  wil- 
ling and  ready  to  take  hold  of  any  enterprise  that  has  in  il  the  promise  of 
public  utility. 
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HARRY  B.  HUTCH  INS.  Aim  Arbor.  Harry  Hurn^  Hulchins,  Dean  of 
the  Law  Department  of  tlie  University  of  Michigan,  was  born  in  Lisbon, 
New  Hampshire,  April  8,  and  came  of  a  family  long  established  at 

Haverhill,  Massachusetts.  His  father  was  a  manufacturer  and  mer- 
chant, and  died  in  Detroit,  November  22,  1894,  at  tlie  advanced  age 
of  eig^hty  one.  Hi';  mother  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Nancy  Merrill 
is  still  living  in  the  Detroit  home.  He  received  his  earlier  training  in  the 
East,  and  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Michigan  in  187 1.  While 
in  the  University  he  was  a  leader  in  student  affairs.  He  helped  to  found 
the  Chronicle  and  acted  as  its  editor  during  his  junior  and  senior  years. 
He  was  class  orator,  and  was  honored  by  a  University  appointment  at  the 
Commencement  Exercises.  T,faving  school  he  betook  himself  to  te.iching-, 
and  for  a  year  was  superintendent  ot  the  city  schools  at  Qwosso-  This 
position  he  resigned  to  return  to  his  Alma  Mater  on  its  call  to  an 
instnictorship  in  History  and  English.  He  remained  in  the  Literary  Fac- 
ulty four  years,  during  the  first  year  as  instructor  and  during  the  last  three 
as  assistant  profe.ssor.  Along  ^vith  his  other  labor?  he  carried  on  the 
study  of  !aw  and  wa-.  admitted  to  the  I'l.ir  in  1876,  \s'tu:rupon  he  resij^ned 
his  University  connection  and  became  a  member  of  llic  firm  of  Crocker  iii 
Hutchins  with  offices  at  Mt.  Clemens  and  Detroit.  He  speedily  rose  to 
prominence  in  the  legal  profession  and  was  chosen  city  attorney  at  Mt. 
Clemens  in  1877.  In  1881  he  jiras  made  a  member  of  the  board  of  editors 
appointed  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  revice  and  annotate  the  Supreme 
Court  reports.  His  cdiioriiil  work  will  be  found  mainly  in  volumes  xxx 
to  xxxiv  inclusive.  It  exliibits  a  broad  and  comprehensive  view  of  the 
law,  and  it  has  won  merited  recognition.  The  same  year  he  was  a  candi> 
date  for  Regent  of  the  University,  but  went  down  to  defeat  with  his  party. 
The  successful  candidate  was  a  classmate  and  a  personal  friend,  whose  first 
official  act  was  to  aid  in  the  recall  of  Professor  Hutchin  g,  ns  successor  of 
Judge  Cooiey  in  the  "Jay  Professorship  of  Law."  This  was  in  1884,  and 
for  the  next  three  years  he  taught  and  practised  law  with  equal  success. 
In  1887  he  was  called  to  act  as  secretary  of  the  Law  Department  of  Cor- 
nell University,  and  was  for  eight  years  its  chief  resident  administrative 
officer.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  x\>t?  G;reat  sMcce«s  which  that 
department  o*'  the  Unh'ersity  ha"^  .ichi(r\'r(l  '.va.s  very  largely  due  to  his 
wise  and  active  adinini.stration.  In  1895  he  was  re-caiied  to  the  University 
of  Michigan  to  take  the  position  of  Dean  of  the  Law  School.  During  his 
brief  period  of  service  in  that  position  he  has  uniformly  acquitted  himself 
with  great  credit.  As  a  teacher  and  a  lecturer,  Dean  Hutchins  is  a  favor- 
ite with  tlie  law  students.  His  perception  of  a  subject  is  clear,  and  his 
lans;  i  iat;i  i  v|  ire^Mj^  liis  [ncauiug  with  precision.  There  is  neither  obscurity 
nor  ambiguity  in  his  exposition;  neither  deficiency  nor  redundancy  in  his 
style.  He  employs  just  the  words  essential  to  clearness  of  statement — 
neither  too  many  nor  too  few — and  his  topical  lectures  evidence  keenness 
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of  analysis,  oiderly  statement  of  principles  and  logical  conclusions.  He 
is  not  a  stickler  for  a  particular  method,  but  is  free  to  adopt  any  method 
wliich  seems  best  adapted  to  the  acquisition  of  a  knowledge  of  the  law. 
Aside  from  his  work  on  the  Supreme  Court  reports  and  an  edition  of  WiU 
Hams  on  Real  Property,  he  has  not  published  much.  The  most  of  his 
energy  has  been  given  to  administrative  work.  A  treatise  on  the  law  of  real 
property  however  is  promised  in  the  near  future.  Mr.  Hutchins  is  person- 
ally much  beloved;  hi-  hirrh  character  and  liberal  viev."  g^ive  weij^ht  to  his 
public  functions.  He  has  a  kindly  spirit  and  a  genial  manner,  and  meets 
the  students  around  him  in  a  courteous,  wholesome  fashion.  He  was  mar- 
ried December  26,  1872,  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Crocker,  at  Mt.  Clemens;  they 
have  one  chikl,  Harry  C,  aged  sixteen. 


WILLIAM  L.  CARPENTER.  Detroit.  Judge  William  Leland  Carpen- 
ter was  bom  in  Orion  township,  Oakland  county,  Michigan,  November  9, 
1854,  the  son  of  Charles  K.  and  Jeannette  Coryell  Carpenter.    He  is  of 

the  ei'yhth  generation  of  the  family  in  America  in  descent  from  William 
Carpenter,  who  emigrated  from  Amesbuiy,  Wiltshire!  Ei^land,  in  1656, 
and  settled  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  with  Roger  Williams,  and  was 
one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Providence  Plantations.  On  his  mother's 
side  his  great-great-grandfather,  Edward  Henderson,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolution.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Steuben  county.  New  Yorlc,  and 
a  farmer.  His  mother  was  a  native  of  Livingston  county,  New  York, 
although  she  was  of  Huguenot  descent,  and  her  immediate  ancestors  were 
residents  of  New  Jersey.  William  L.  attended  district  school  until  he  was 
sixteen  years  old  and  then  attended  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1875.  Afterward  he  entered  the  Law- 
Department  of  the  ITnivf-f^ity  of  Michigan,  and  upon  completion  of  the 
course  was  c^r  uhi ated  w  ith  the  class  of  1878.  On  March  27th  of  that  year 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Ann  Arbor.  For  a  year  following  he  was 
in  the  office  of  the  late  Judge  Crofoot  at  Detroit.  In  1879  he  opened  an 
office  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Carpenter  &  McLaughlin  in  Detroit. 
Since  his  admission  to  the  Bar  he  has  always  been  a  resident  of  that  city. 
After  an  existence  of  three  years  the  partnership  mentioned  was  terminated 
by  the  withdrawal  of  Mr.  McLaughlin  from  the  firm,  and  Mr.  Carpenter 
continued  in  practice  alone  until  January  1,  1885,  when  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Ovid  M.  Case,  under  the  style  of  Case  &  Carpenter.  This 
relation  was  terminated  by  the  death  of  the  former  December  26,  1886. 
He  was  alone  again  until  May,  18SS,  when  he  became  associated  with  Col. 
John  Atkinsorf.  This  partnership  continued  until  January  ist,  1894,  when 
Judge  Carpenter  assumed  judicial  duties  by  virtue  of  an  election  to  the 
Circuit  Bench  the  previous  April.  As  a  lawyer  his  practice  was  general, 
laige  and  successful.    Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  but  never  held  potit- 
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ical  office,  or,  Indeed,  any  office  but  that  of  judge.  In  1885  he  married 
Elizabeth  Ferc^y^on,  daughter  of  Daniel  iM.r^uson,  of  Goderich,  Ontario, 
Lela  and  Rolla,  a  daughter  and  a  son,  are  the  offspring  of  this  union, 
j  udge  Carpenter  has  social  proclivities  as  suggested  by  membership  in  the 
Detroit  Club  and  the  Michigan  Club.  He  is  also  a  Mason  and  Odd  Fellow 
and  a  regular  attendent  of  the  Congregational  Church.  A  prominent 
member  of  the  Detroit  Bar  says,  Judge  William  L.  Carpenter  is  a  consci- 
entious, able  and  learned  lav.ycr  and  judge,  nnd  has  fully  justified  the  high 
expectations  entertained  ot  him  at  the  time  of  his  election  to  the  Bench. 
He  has  tried  many  important  cases,  among  which  should  be  named  the 
suit  brought  by  heirs  of  the  late  Captain  Eder  B.  Ward  against  the  trus- 
tees appointed  by  his  will,  charging  fraud  and  involving  property  of  the 
value  of  several  million  dollars.  The  evidence  was  very  voluminous,  and 
the  case  was  one  of  the  most  complicated  and  difficult  ever  brought  in  the 
Wayne  (  ircuit  Court.  Several  of  tlie  leading  attorneys  of  Detroit  and 
Ciucago  were  engaged  in  the  trial,  and  the  ai^uments  extended  over  six 
weeks.  At  the  close  of  the  arguments  Judge  Carpenter  announced  that  he 
would  decide  the  case  on  the  following  morning,  at  which  time  he  rendered 
an  able  and  e.xliaustive  opinion,  going  into  the  details  many  features  of 
the  case,  and  showing  a  complete  mnstery  of  its  most  intricate  parts  and  of 
the  law  applicable  thereto.  The  ability  and  learning  displayed  b\  Judge 
Carpenter  in  this  case,  his  tjuick  grasp  of  complicated  facts  and  the  ready 
application  of  the  law  appropriate  thereto,  have  been  said  to  be  among  the 
ablest  judicial  proceedings  in  the  history  of  Wayne  county 


ELLIOTT  G.  STEVENSON,  Detroit.  Elliott  Gresette  Stevenson  is  a 
Canadian  by  birth,  but  of  Irish  descent  and  parentage.  His  father,  William 
Stevenson,  was  born  near  Belfast,  Ireland.  His  mother  was  Mary 
McMurray,  member  of  a  family  whose  nativity  was  the  North  of  Ireland 
and  whose  home  was  near  Belfast  for  several  generations.  Elliott  G. 
Stevenson  was  born  in  Middlesex  county,  Canada,  May  18,  1856.  His 
parents  appreciated  the  value  of  a  good  education  as  capital  for  a  young 
man  and  gave  to  him  in  boyhood  the  best  opportunities  available  for  prim- 
ary instruction  and  academic  studies.  The  family  removed  to  Port  Huron 
during  his  childhood  and  he  attended  the  public  schools  of  that  city  until 
twelve  years  of  age.  After  that  he  attended  the  academy  at  London, 
Ontario.  At  the  affe  of  eic^hteen  he  began  the  stud)'  of  law  in  the  ofifice 
of  iVBricMi  J.  Atkinson,  of  Fort  Huron,  under  whose  iiibtruetion  he 
remamed  three  years,  in  December,  1877,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
and  received  into  partnership  by  his  preceptor,  thus  constituting  the  firm 
of  Atkinson  &  Stevenson.  This  association  was  maintained  for  eight  years 
and  during  that  time  Mr.  Stevenson  became  well  established  in  the  practice 
and  well  known  to  the  profession.    In  1885  he  became  associated  with 
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P.  H.  Phillips,  in  the  tirm  of  Stevenson  &  Phillips.  This  partnersliip  was 
dissolved  in  consequence  of  his  removal  in  1887  to  Detroit,  where  he 
became  the  successor  of  Judge  George  S.  Hosmer,  in  the  firm  of  which 
Don  M.  Dickinson  was  the  head.  The  name  and  style  was  Dickinson, 
Thurber  &  Stevenson.  Mr.  Stevenson  has  subordinated  every  other  interest 
and  object  in  life  to  the  attainment  of  a  broad  and  thorough  knowIe(lti;e  of 
the  law  and  its  application  to  the  allairs  oi  life;  its  conservation  of  the 
rights  of  the  individual  and  the  interests  of  society;  its  nature  as  a  science 
and  the  art  of  invoking  it  to  secure  the  ends  of  equity  and  justice.  He 
has  sought  to  comprehend  its  genesis  and  revelations.  He  has  always  been 
a  general  practitioner  —  equally  qualified  for  the  defense  or  prosecution  of 
a  person  indicted  for  crime,  and  the  management  of  a  civil  action  involving 
the  rights  of  property  or  any  otlu  r  (juestion  of  lasv  and  fact.  He  has  no 
specialties  and  no  hobbies.  Having  served  two  terms  in  the  office  of  prose- 
cuting attorney  he  became  conversant  with  the  criminal  laws  of  the  State. 
He  has  been  retained  in  a  great  many  libel  cases  since  he  became  a  resident 
of  Detroit  am!  has  been  the  regular  legal  representative  of  the  News,  and 
the  Tribune,  and  at  difTerent  times  of  the  Journal,  the  Free  Press  and  the 
Times  —  all  Detroit  newspapers.  His  solid  and  practical  attaininents  in  the 
law  are  probably  not  excelled  by  those  of  any  lawyer  of  his  age  in  the 
State.  In  response  to  a  request  of  the  editor  for  an  estimate  of  his  char* 
acteristics,  a  distinguished  Detroit  judge  sends  the  following : 

Elliott  G.  Stevenson  is  a  careful  and  discriminating  student  of  the 

Inw.  His  greatest  strength  is  as  an  advocate.  Tn  tbi^  department  he 
probably  has  no  superior  and  few  equals  in  the  State.  He  is  strong,  not 
only  Mrith  the  juries,  but  with  courts  as  well.  He  attracts  and  holds  the 
closest  attention  of  both.  His  wide  knowledge  of  the  law  and  careful 
preparation  of  his  cases  are  always  instantly  available.  His  candor  and 
honesty  and  brilliant  powers  of  advocacy  make  him  a  most  formidable 
antagonist  in  any  case.  He  has  been  engaged  in  nearly  all  of  the  import^ 
ant  cases  that  have  been  tried  at  the  Bar  oi  Detroit  during  the  past  ten 
years.  In  the  treatment  of  his  brethren  at  the  Bar  and  his  bearing  toward 
opposing  counsel,  his  manner  is  courteous  and  affectionate.  He  is  there* 
fore  greatly  admired  and  bound  to  his  associates  by  the  most  intimate  ties. 
He  rarely  says  an  unkind  word  of  attorneys  who  may  be  opposed  to  him, 
unless  first  attacked;  but  when  provoked  by  opposing  counsel  he  has 
abundant  resources  of  wit,  sarcasm  and  invective,  which  he  does  not  hesi* 
tate  to  use  to  the  dibconifitiire  of  his.  opponents.  In  al!  the  relations  of 
life  —  domestic,  social,  political  and  professional  —  Mr.  Stevenson  is  an 
upright,  honorable  man.  It  is  not  adulation  to  speak  of  such  a  man  in 
term';  of  praise,  but  only  the  ei  unnieiulation  which  is  justified  by  his  char- 
acter and  reputation.  The  members  of  his  profession  who  have  tried  his 
mettle  and  the  neighbors  who  know  his  work  are  his  strongest  witnesses 
and  most  eloquent  panegyrists." 

Mr.  Stevenson  was  the  first  Democratic  official  elected  in  St.  Clair 

county  after  the  war,  and  his  election  as  prosecuting  attorney  took  place 

in  187B.  He  was  re-elected  two  years  later.  In  1885  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  ^ort  Huron  and  served  one  term,    lie  declined  to  accept  the 
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nomination  for  Congress  ui^^ed  by  his  party  in  1882  and  again  in  1886, 

although  such  nomination  would  have  Insured  his  election.  He  chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Committee  in  1^94  and  served  two 
years.  In  1 896  he  was  elected  first  delegate  at  large  to  represent  Michigan 
in  the  Democratic  convention  held  at  Chic^o.  He  was  chosen  because  of 
his  sound  money  views  and  made  a  strong  fight  in  the  committee  on 
credentials  for  thr  cause  he  espoused  and  for  the  right  of  himself  and  his 
coHeajjues  to  sit  in  the  con\  cntion.  A  majority  of  the  committee  holdnig 
adverse  views  and  the  contest  being  relentless;  \yhiie  he  held  his  seat  a  sut- 
ficient  number  of  his  associates  were  ousted  in  order  to  seat  contesting 
advocates  of  the  free  and  unlimited  coinage  of  silver  to  give  the  entire 
vote  of  Michigan  under  the  unit  rule  to  the  opposition.  After  due  delib- 
eration he  decided  to  support  the  nominees  of  that  convention  uilJ  there- 
upon a  dissolution  of  the  copartnership  between  Mr.  Dxckmson,  iMr. 
Thurber  and  himself  followed.  In  1879  he  married  Miss  Emma  A.  Mttts, 
of  Port  Huron,  and  three  children  bom  of  that  union  are  living:  George 
Elliott,  Helen  and  Kenneth. 


ELISHA  A.  FRASER,  senior  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Fraser  & 

G;iti  ^,  Detroit.  Mr.  Fraser  was  born  at  Bowmanvillc,  Ontario,  Dominion 
of  Canada,  March  13,  1837.  His  father,  Rev.  Niram  A.  Fraser,  was  also 
born  in  Canmia,  in  iSii.  His  grpat--:;r.in(ifutlirr,  KH-,ha  Fra«er,  wn^-  a 
native  of  Massachusetts  and  his  grandiather  was  born  in  tiiat  colony  in 
1 77 St  married  in  New  York  in  1794,  subsequently  locating  in  Canada. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  clergyman,  who  particularly  desired  that 
his  children  should  enjoy  the  best  possible  opportunities  for  education  and 
did  al!  that  his  limited  means  permitted  to  secure  that  end.  The  name 
Fraser  is  derived  from  a  French  word  signifying  strawberry.  The  history 
of  the  Frasers,  who  constituted  a  clan  of  the  Highland  Scots,  extends  far 
back  into  the  Middle  A%es.  Several  elaborate  histories  of  the  clan  have 
been  written.  They  are  first  recognized  in  array  among  those  volunteers 
who  accompanied  William,  the  Norman  Conqueror,  into  thr  borders  of 
Britain.  They  extended  thence  northward,  where  they  possessed  large 
estates  both  in  Tweedale  and  Lothian.  The  representation  of  strawberries 
was  a  distinguishing  mark  on  the  coat'Of-arms  of  the  family,  whose  motto 
was,  **Je  suis  prest."  The  Frasers  constituted  one  of  the  iaigest  of  the 
clan«;  of  iiighland  Scof-<;.  To-flay  branches  of  the  family  are  found  in  all 
part^  of  the  world.  Llisha  A.  Fraser  i'^  equally  Scotch  on  the  side  of  his 
mother,  Elizabeth  Fletcher,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Alexander  Fletcher, 
a  wealthy  and  influential  citizen  of  Bowmanville,  Ontario,  where  she  was 
born.  She  was  in  full  sympathy  with  the  views  of  her  husband  in  regard 
to  the  c  lucation  of  their  children  and  her  labors  and  self-denial  in  that 
behalf  were  unceasing.    He  pursued  his  studies  of  a  preparatoiy  nature 
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principally  at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  was  graduated  from  th«  University  of 

Micliigan.  a^ter  completing  the  classical  course  in  1863.  In  1 866  he 
received  the  decree  of  A.  M.  from  the  same  Univcr«;ity.  Immediately 
after  graduation  he  became  principal  of  the  pubUc  schxt!^  at  Jonesville, 
Michigan,  and  held  the  position  one  year.  During  tliis  year  Mr. 
Fraser  was  married  to  Maude  J.  Lymburner,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Lymburner,  of  Ancaster,  Ontario,  Dominion  of  Canada  Far 
nine  years  next  ensuing  he  wa<;  superintendent  of  the  public  sch  ools 
at  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  where  thousands  of  pupils  passed  under 
hid  influence  and  many  were  prepared  for  admission  to  the  Univ^ersity  of 
Michigan  and  other  colleges,  whence  they  have  gone  to  the  active  duties  of 
the  Bar  and  the  Bench,  and  to  the  halls  of  legislation  in  the  State  and 
Nation.  In  1873  Eraser  resigned  the  superintcndency  of  the  Kala- 
m:i7oo  «;rhonls  and  v.'a=^  admitted  to  the  Bar  m  tint  citv.  Hen.  Charles  R. 
Brown  on  the  Bencii.  i  he  followmg  year  he  removed  to  Battle  Creek, 
where  he  practised  for  two  years  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  May,  Buck  & 
Fraser.  His  partners  were  Hon.  Charles  S.  May,  at  one  time  Lieutenant 
Cn  \  <  rtior  of  the  State,  and  Hon.  George  Buck,  afterwards  Judge  of  the 
KitUh  Judicial  Cirruit.  This  was  a  branch  office  in  ch a ri?;e  of  Mr.  Fraser, 
while  the  principal  office  was  at  Kalamazoo.  A  large  and  profitable  busi- 
ness came  to  the  firm  during  the  two  years.  Among  the  many  cases  in 
which  he  was  engaged  were,  Macomber  vs.  Nichols  (34  Michigan,  2 1), 
involving  the  use  of  steam  locomotives  on  the  highway;  Merritt  vs.  Dickey 
(•5?  Michijjan,  -fiV  involving  administrators  liability  and  rights  of  surviving 
partner.  During  the  last  year  of  his  residence  in  Battle  Creek  he  served 
as  city  attorney,  an  office  to  which  he  was  appointed  without  !>oiicitation 
on  his  own  part.  In  1S76  he  located  in  Detroit  in  order  to  have  a  larger 
field  for  practice.  The  senior  member  of  the  firm  at  Battle  Creek  accom- 
panied him  and  the  firm  of  May,  Fraser  &  Gates  was  constituted.  Within 
a  vear  Mr.  May  retired,  leaving  Fr:i'«T  and  G.Ttc^;  in  a  partner^liiu  which 
has  since  remained  unchanged.  Previous  to  his  removal  from  Battle  Creek 
Mr.  Fraser  had  been  employed  by  Mrs.  Doctor  Newcomer  in  several  suits 
relating  to  her  property  rights  which  had  become  entangled  in  consequence 
of  her  confinement  in  an  asylum  for  the  insane.  These  cases  having  been 
managed  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  the  firm  of  Fraser  &  Gates  in  Detroit 
was  retained  by  the  same  client  to  bring  suit  against  the  superintendent  of 
the  asylum  at  Kalamazoo  for  damages  on  account  of  false  imprisonment. 
This  case  is  reported  as  Newcomer  vs.  Van  Dusen  (40  Michigan  90).  It 
has  been  influential  in  modifyii^  the  t  ei^ulations  for  admission  of  patients 
to  asylums  for  the  insane  in  several  of  the  Spates  besides  Michigan.  Dur- 
ing the  past  twenty  years  Mr.  Fraser  has  been  employed  in  very  many 
important  causes,  some  of  which  have  found  their  way  into  the  Supreme 
Court  and  contributed  largely  to  the  case  law  of  the  State.  Among  the 
latter  may  he  Tncntii mcd,  Tuxliijry  vs.  Frencli  (39  Michigan,  190),  same 
(41  Michigan,  7j,  Williams  vs.  Hodges  (41  Michigan,  695),  Alexander  vs. 
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Hodges  (43  Michigan,  564),  Westchester  Fire  Insurance  Co.  vs.  Dodge 
Admini'.tratof  ^44  Michigan,  42o\,  Bnrrouj;h  vs.  Dicbold  (47  Michigan, 
2421.  stansell  vs.  Leavett  (48  Michigan,  225J.  Ford  vs.  Bushor  (48  Michi- 
gan, 534j,  Ford  vs.  Detroit  Dry  Dock  Co.  (50  Michigan,  358),  Durfee  vs, 
Abbott  (so  Michigan,  379  and  479).  Blitts  vs.  Union  Steamboat  Co.  (51 
Michigan,  558),  Stansell  vs.  Leavett  (51  Michigan,  536),  Forncrook  Manu- 
facturing Co.  vs.  Barnum  Wire  Works  (54  Michigan,  552),  Foster  vs.  Hill 
(55  Michijrnr*.  ^;40^,  Reeg  vs.  Burnham  et  a!.  I'S^;  Michigan,  39),  Newkirk 
vs.  Newl<irlci55  Michigan,  52$)),  Watson  vs.  ihe  Lyon  Brewing  Co.  et  al. 
(61  Michigan,  595),  Forncrook  Manufacturing  Co.  vs.  the  E.  T.  Barnum 
Wire  and  Iron  Works  {63  Michigan,  195),  Catherine  Stackable  vs.  the 
Estate  of  George  Stackable,  deceased,  (65  Michigan,  515),  Rose  vs.  Rose 
(67  Michigan,  619!:  Pulling  vs.  Durfee,  Judge  of  Probate  (88  Michigan, 
387),  Charies  F.  i'ower  vs.  the  Estate  of  Abram  L.  Power,  deceased  (91 
Michigan,  58;),  In  re  Estate  of  Pulling  (93  Michigan,  274).    This  settled 
some  nice  points  in  relation  to  antenuptial  contracts  which  had  not  been 
raised  previously  in  the  Sute  of  Michigan.    The  case  Carmichael  vs. 
Lathrop  et  al,       "'  ing  out  of  t^^^  same  estate  and  more  recentl)-  con- 
sidered, (-.itahlishc^  the  law  of  Michig.Tn  on  q\ic<?tions  of  advanct  inL^nls  and 
iult  iiiption.    In  addition  lo  the  foregoing  many  other  causes  will  be  found 
til  tiie  Michigan  reports  and  still  others  will  soon  be  published:    Lewis  vs. 
Bell,  Plum  vs.  Penn  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.,  and  the  litigation  growing 
out  of  the  large  estate  of  William  B.  Morley,  deceased.     He  has  also 
been  entrusted  with  the  settlement  of  several  large  estates  in  the  Probate 
Court.    In  1891  a  series  of  article'^  appeared  in  one  of  the  Detroit  daily 
papers,  entitled  "Pen  Pictures  of  Prominent  Detroit  Lawyers,"  written 
by  a  well  known  member  of  the  Detroit  Bar,  and  generally  regarded  as 
just  characterizations.    The  writer  says  of  this  subject : 

"  Mr.  Fraser  bears  a  striking.  r(-:i  mblance  to  the:  laic  Gcii.  U.  S.  Grant, 
both  in  countenance  and  physique.  His  facial  expression  is  calm  and  cold, 
almost  stern.  Phjrsically  he  may  be  described  as  stocky,  broad-shotdered 
and  deep-chested.  He  wears  his  beard  in  Grant  fashion.  Altliough 
probably  fifty-six  years  have  passed  over  his  bead,  he  is  a  very  vigorous, 
active  man.  He  is  one  of  the  few  real  orators  among  the  members  of  the 
Detroit  Bar.  His  presence  is  dignified  and  imposing;  he  possesses  a  clear, 
powerful  baritone  voice  of  considerable  ranfre.  which  he  uses  to  the  best 
advantage.  Evidently  he  has  not  neglected  the  study  of  elocution,  for 
his  gestures  are  graceful  and  appropriate,  his  enunciation  distinct  and  his 
voice  skilfully  inorh:[ated.  It  may  bf^  said  alsn  that  his  diction  is  elegant; 
his  power  of  illustration  and  comparison  far  above  the  average,  his  imagi- 
nation lively  and  far  reaching.  Although  outwardly  resembling  General 
Grant,  he  is  emotional  and  magnetic,  quite  unlike  the  General.  Born  an 
orator,  by  assiduous  Study  he  has  trained  his  fine  intellectual  faculties  as  an 
athlete  trains  his  muscle,  and  has  Stored  in  his  mind  a  vast  fund  of  infor- 
mation, which  is  ever  at  command.  Elisha  A.  Fraser  is  a  strong  man, 
mentally  and  physically,  and  withal  a  man  y->i  u  it  and  humor.  Onenatur- 
ally  expects  bursts  of  true  eloquence  from  such  a  man,  and  is  seldom 
disappointed.    His  oratorical  efforts  are  always  satisfactory,  sometimes 
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inspiring  c\fn  t  t  enthuMa^m.  He  is  a  very  modest  man,  reserved  and 
quiet  in  manner.  He  is  not  a  '  hustler.'  One  can  not  help  thinking  that 
he  sticks  too  closely  to  his  office  duties.  Asa  lawyer  Mr.  Fraser  stands 
high  among  his  brothers  of  the  Bar.    He  would  quickly  rise  to  distinction 

in  the  political  arena,  for  in  addition  to  oratorical  powers  he  possesses  the 

broad  and  ijuiuprehensive  qualities  of  the  true  statesman." 

He  has  always  been  a  Republican  in  politics  and  sometimes  made 
political  speeches,  but  has  never  been  a  candidate  for  ofRce.  Since  the 
establishment  of  the  Detroit  College  of  Law,  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  faculty,  filling  the  chair  on  contracts.  He  takes  a  deep  interest  in 
religious  matters;  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he 
has  been  a  ruling  elder  for  nearly  thirty  years.  For  the  last  eighteen 
years  he  has  been  one  of  the  ciders  of  Fort  Street  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Detroit.  He  was  appointed  Commissioner  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  which  met  in  New  York  city  in  1889  and  was  a 
member  of  the  judicial  committee  of  that  body. 


JASFER  L.  GA I  ES,  Detroit.  Mr.  Gate":  w^s  born  nn  a  farm  near 
rieasantville,  Venango  county,  Pennsylvania,  March  23,  1850.  He  was 
the  son  of  Rev.  Aaron  Gates,  a  Baptist  minister,  and  Amanda  M.  Cross, 
grand-niece  of  Samuel  Payne  and  Elisha  Payne,  the  founders  of  Madison 
University.  His  father  was  educated  in  tli  it  institution  and  married  Miss 
Cross  during  his  college  course.  His  paternal  grandfather.  Aaron  Gates, 
was  a  volunteer  soldier  in  the  war  of  1S12,  and  commanded  a  company  at 
Sackett's  Harbor.  The  ancestors  of  his  mother  were  French  and  emi- 
grated from  France  (where  the  name  was  La  Crosse)  to  New  England  in 
the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  At  the  opening  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, in  1775,  his  great-grandfather,  Uriah  Cross,  was  living  near  Buck, 
land,  Vermont.  He  was  a  patriot,  inspired  by  the  love  of  freedom,  and 
with  his  six  brothers  entered  the  Colonial  army  and  served  throughout  the 
war.  As  an  officer  under  Col.  Ethan  Allan,  he  took  part  in  the  capture 
of  Ticonderoga,  Skenesborough  and  Crown  Point.  He  was  with  Allen 
when  that  officer  was  captured,  but  with  a  few  comrades  made  his  escape 
by  breaking  through  the  British  line^.  Later  he  served  in  a  Connecticut 
regiment.  His  grandfather,  Calvin  (  ro«s,  was  born  Janiiary  ?u  1781,  and 
about  twenty  years  later  removed  to  Payne's  Settieqient  t^now  Hamilton), 
New  York.  At  this  place  he  courted  and  married  Polly  Hosmer,  eldest 
daughter  of  Rev^  Ashbel  Hosmer,  who  was  then  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
church,  at  Hamilton,  and  one  of  the  earliest  officers  of  The  Hamilton 
Baptist  Missionary  Society,  which  precedfd  the  New  York  Baptist  State 
Convention.  He  was  one  oi  the  founders  of  the  denomination  in  that 
region.  Calvin  Cross  was  also  an  ofBcer  in  the  war  of  18 12.  Jasper  C. 
Gates  was  brought  up  on  his  father's  farm,  and  remained  on  the  farm  with 


BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  MICHIGAN. 


495 


his  mother  after  the  death  of  his  father,  February  17,  t86i.  Hh  early 
education  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools  and  Pleasantville  Academy. 
In  1869  he  entered  the  school  of  Civil  Engineering  in  Union  College, 
Schenectady,  New  York.  Soon  afterwards  he  determined  to  take  the 
literary  course  In  that  college,  and  thenceforward  kept  up  the  studies  in 
both  courses.  He  was  graduated  in  engineering  In  1872  and  from  the 
literary  department,  with  honors,  in  1873.  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B. 
Three  years  later  he  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  His  deter- 
mination to  become  a  lawyer  appears  to  have  been  formed  as  a  result  of  a 
lecture  by  the  late  Judge  Ira  Harris,  in  the  Albany  Law  School.  Although 
present  by  chance  he  became  much  interested  in  the  law  as  expounded  by 
the  lecturer.  TTc  was  influeiKcd  by  tliis  cirriinr^tancc  and  the  panic  of 
[873  to  enter  the  law  school  at  Albany  in  the  fail  of  that  year.  He  was 
graduated  in  June  following  with  the  degree  LL.  B.  May  8,  1S74,  he 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  all  the  courts  of  that  State  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  New  York.  In  July,  1874,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Josiah 
L.  Hawes,  at  Kalamazoo,  Michigan.  In  November  of  that  year  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  and  privileperl  to  prac'ice  in  all  the  courts  of  Michigan. 
Snb^eqtiently  he  was  admitted  to  the  Federal  Courts.  He  succeeded  to 
the  large  practice  of  Judge  Hawes  in  1875,  on  the  accession  of  the  Judge 
to  the  Bench.  His  singular  good  fortune  in  the  management  of  cases  in 
the  Circuit  Court  led  to  the  offer  and  acceptance  of  a  partnership  with 
Hon.  Charles  S.  May  and  Elisha  A.  Fraser,  In  June,  1876,  Messrs. 
Frasor  &  Gates  removed  tn  Detroit,  where  they  have  since  been  in  partner- 
ship continuously.  The  preference  of  Mr.  Gates  is  real  estate  law, 
chancery  cases  and  probate  practice.  A  few  years  after  his  admission  to 
the  Bar  he  prepared  for  trial,  both  as  to  the  law  and  the  facts,  the  cele- 
brated case  of  Newcomer  vs.  Van  Duzen.  The  l^al  contests  concerning 
the  Pulling  Estate,  in  progress  since  1 890,  have  established  some  important 
points  as  to  the  ante-nuptial  agreements  and  ademption  of  legacies  by  gifts 
of  real  property.  The  litigations  over  the  Morgan  estate,  in  both  State 
and  Federal  Courts,  have  been  scarcely  less  important.  In  1894-95  Mr. 
Gates  conducted  successfully  the  contested  election  case  of  Attorney- 
General  vs.  May,  securing  the  office  of  county  clerk  of  Wayne  county  for 
his  client  and  establishing  the  constitutionality  of  all  the  provision';  o*^  the 
Australian  Election  I.nw  of  this  State.  For  several  years  he  ha.^  been  a 
member  of  the  faculty  of  the  Detroit  College  of  l^aw,  in  which  he  teaches 
the  laws  of  real  estate,  evidence  and  domestic  relations.  For  many  years 
he  has  been  active  in  the  local  and  state  work  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
is  now  president  of  the  Baptist  Convention  of  the  State.  He  was  married 
October  9,  1878,  tf)  Miss  Lulu  Foster,  of  Kalamazoo.  One  child,  Miss 
Lulu  rTate«,  horn  August  4,  1879,  the  fruit  of  this  marriage.  Following 
is  from  a  Detroit  paper: 

"  Mr.  Gates  is  one  of  the  most  promising  young  lawyers  at  the  Bar. 
He  has  a  '  legal  head '  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  views  everything  from 
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a  lawyer's  standpoint.  He  is  a  small  man  physically,  almost  fragile  m 
appearance.  So  far  as  presence  goes  he  doesn't  'cut  much  of  a  figure ' 
before  a  jury.  He  is  not  oratorical,  nor  rhetorical.  And  yet  he  is  success- 
ful. Tr  is  high  pr.iisr,  but  it  is  not  going  too  f.ir  to  say  that  Jasper  C. 
Gates  is  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best  lawyer  of  his  age,  at  the  Detroit 
Bar.  One  doesn't  mean  that  he  is  a  great  advocate,  but  the  word  lawyer 
is  here  used  according  to  its  strict  technical  meaning.  His  knowledge  of 
the  law  ts  .simply  wonderful,  and  he  applies  his  knowledge  to  masses  of 
facts  with  great  rapidity  and  acuteness  of  understanding,  Wliat  he  knows 
he  knows  thoroughly  and  accurately.  One  notable  feature  about  him  is 
his  inexhaustible  patience.  He  j^oes  about  his  legal  wnrk  in  a  cool, 
deliberate  manner,  is  never  rattled,  is  vigilant,  wide  awake  and  armed  at 
all  points.  The  most  microscopic  weak  spot  in  the  enemy's  armor  does 
not  escape  his  notice.  Hi^  intellectnnl  malcr:-iip  i.s  of  the  diainoml  order, 
bright  and  hard.  As  an  advocate  he  is  fairly  successful  before  juries ;  be 
talks  fluently,  reasons  logically,  brings  out  facts  so  as  to  further  his  side  as 
much  as  possible,  and  is  a  keen,  shrewd  cross>examiner.  As  an  attorney 
he  ha«;  no  superior  at  the  Bar,  his  knowledge  of  practice  and  legal  points 
and  details  being  immense." 


PHILIP  T.  VAN  ZILE,  Detroit.  Judge  Philip  Taylor  Van  Zile  was 
bom  at  Osceola,  Tioga  county,  Pennsylvania,  July  20,  1844.  He  is 
descended  from  old  Holland  stock,  was  prepared  for  college  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Osceola  and  in  Union  Academy,  at  Knoxville,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  entered  Alfred  University  at  Alfred  Centre,  New  York,  in  the 
classiral  couf^e.  He  was  compelled  to  rely  upon  his  own  oxortion  for  hi« 
education,  earning  the  money  necessary  for  his  tuition  and  other  expenses 
by  his  own  labor  and  by  teaching  in  district  schools.  He  was  grraduated 
in  1862  and  taught  as  principal  of  a  private  school  at  Rochester,  Ohio,  for 
a  short  time.  While  there  he  was  unanimously  elected  captain  of  Com- 
pany n,  Third  Ohio  Militia,  which  was  organized  to  resist  the  Morj^an 
raids  in  that  Stale.  He  urged  his  company  to  folhiw  him  inti)  the  vilun- 
teer  .service,  but  being  unabie  to  prevail  upon  liicm  to  do  so,  and  feeiing 
that  he  could  no  longer  desist  from  taking  part  in  the  war,  he  enlisted  as 
a  private  in  Battery  E,  First  Ohio  Artillery,  known  as  the  Edgerton  Bat- 
tery. Before  enlisting  he  was  recommended  by  the  military  committee  as 
an  efficient  officer  and  was  offered  a  commission  as  captain  if  he  would 
raise  a  company  '^'ir  t  he  1  hirty  st  cond  Oiiio  Infantry,  then  in  the  5eld ; 
but  he  concluded  to  enter  the  artillery  branch  of  the  service  and  chose  a 
battery  then  in  the  field,  in  which  a  number  of  his  friends  had  already 
enlisted.  This  was  no  doubt  a  mistake,  for  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
receive  promotion  over  men  who  had  been  longer  in  the  service,  so  he 
remained  as  a  private,  serving  to  the  end  of  the  war.  While  with  the 
battery  he  engaged  in  all  the  campaigns  with  the  Aniiy  <>{  tlu-  Cumber- 
land, the  most  important  of  which  were  the  battles  of  the  campaign  of 
General  Thomas  against  Hood  after  the  siege  of  Atlanta  and  closing  with 
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the  important  and  very  decisive  battle  of  Nashville,  after  which  the  bat- 
tery was  ordered  to  Join  Sheridan  in  West  Virginia.  Before  reaching 
Sheridan,  however,  they  were  ordered  to  garri'^on  duty  at  Chattanonora 
and  remained  there  until  ordered  north  to  be  discharged.  In  i^o^  he 
entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  and  was 
graduated  in  1867.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  April,  1867,  and  set- 
tled at  Charlotte,  Michigan.  After  practising  a  year  he  was  elected  prose- 
cuting attorney  for  Eaton  county  and  held  that  office  four  years.  By 
indomitable  push  aru!  sV.idious  habits  he  soon  obtained  a  lucrative  practice 
and  in  iSyi  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Fifth  Judicial  Circuit.  In  1878, 
aker  twice  declining  the  office,  he  was,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  U.  S. 
Senator  Isaac  P.  Christiancy,  who  represented  that  President  Hayes 
urgently  requested  it,  persuaded  to  accept  the  appointment  of  U.  S.  Dis- 
trict Attorney  for  Utah,  and  entered  upon  his  duties  there  in  March,  1878, 
remaining  in  charge  of  the  ofHce  until  the  sprir!«.^  of  1884,  when  he  resij:ned 
and  returned  to  Charlotte,  Michij^an.  In  1884  lie  was  chosen  Chairman  of 
the  Republican  State  Central  Committee.  In  1890  he  removed  to 
Detroit.  At  its  semi-centennial  anniversary  the  degree  of  Ph.  D.  was 
conferred  upon  him  by  his  Alma  Mater,  Alfred  University,  and  in  1893, 
LL.  D.  Soon  after  settling  in  Detr  >it  he  was  engaged  as  special  lecturer 
at  the  Detroit  College  of  Law,  and  in  1893  was  elected  Dean  of  the 
faculty,  wliich  position  he  still  occupies.  Judge  Vaii  Zile  was  selected  for 
the  responsible  position  of  United  States  District  Attorney  for  Utah 
because  he  was  believed  to  possess  both  ability  and  determination  to  cope 
with  the  peculiar  situation  there,  and  the  qualities  essential  to  the  success- 
ful administration  of  the  law  in  that  priest-ridden  territory,  then  under 
Mormon  domination.  Every  crime  in  the  decalogue  was  rampant  in 
Utah,  and  bein)^^  committed  in  the  name  of  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
Mormon  hierarchy  and  protected  by  all  the  power  that  most  stupendous 
ajid  mysterious  of  organizations  could  put  forth.  At  the  time  Judge  Van 
Zile  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  ofHce  of  United  States  District 
Attorney  it  was  almost  impossible  to  secure  a  conviction  of  any  of  the 
numerous  murder  and  polygamy  cases  arising  in  that  territory,  because  of 
the  protection  they  received  from  the  Mormon  Church  ;  or  indeed  for  a 
Gentile  to  secure  iu<itice  in  a  civil  suit  against  a  Mormon;  and  he  soon 
discovered  thai  the  cause  01  this  state  of  affairs  was  two-fold — first,  lack 
of.  proper  laws  bearing  upon  the  empaneling  of  jurors,  the  production  of 
witnesses  and  the  acceptance  of  the  wife's  testimony  in  polj^my  cases; 
second,  the  non-enforcement  of  the  lau  s  that  were  upon  the  statute  books 
owing  to  the  domination  of  ail  offiees  b\  the  Mormon  Church.  Heroic 
measures  were  necessary  to  eradicate  the  existing  evil  and  to  place  the  ter- 
ritory in  a  condition  where  the  laws  could  be  enforced.  One  of  the  initial 
steps  was  taken  when  in  the  "Miles  case"  Judge  Van  Zile  secured  a 
ruling  from  the  District  Judge  on  the  ineligibility  of  polygaroists  or  mem- 
bers of  the  Mormon  Church  as  jurors  in  the  trial  of  polygamy  cases. 
3» 
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This  was  of  vital  importance,  for  it  wa«  impossible  to  secure  3  conviction 
where  the  majority  of  the  panel  were  equally  s;^«ii!ty  or  syinpathi/.t  d  with 
the  prisoner  at  the  Bar.  The  challenge  to  Mormon  jurors,  upon  the 
ground  that  they  were  biased  by  their  belief  that  polygamy  was  a  law  of 
God  unto  that  people  and  therefore  right,  was  sustained  by  the  United 
States  District  Judge,  and  a  Gentile  jury  was  obtained  and  Miles  was 
convicted  and  "sentenced  to  five  year<:  in  the  penitentiary*.  The  case, 
because  of  this  rulinj;  of  the  District  Court,  was  ajipealed  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  territory  where  it  was  affirmed  and  then  appealed  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  where  it  was  again  affirmed.  This 
was  the  most  important  case  ever  tried  for  the  Territory  of  Utah  and  did 
more  to  break  the  back  of  the  monstrous  oligarchy  than  anytliing  ever 
done  before.  Judge  Van  7.i!e  mastered  the  intriraries  of  the-  Mormon 
faith  and  of  their  secret  rites  attending  the  "Endowment  Ilou'^e"  mar- 
riages and  succeeded  in  pubiisiiing  an  entire  expos^  of  them,  and  by  his 
able  presentation  of  the  entire  subject  to  the  Congress,  secured  such  legis- 
lation by  Congress  as  enabled  him  and  his  successor  in  office  to  eradicate 
the  most  objectionable  features  of  Mormonism,  to  punish  offenders  against 
the  law.  to  make  Utah  Territor\'^  a  safe  hnmt  fnr  Mormon  or  Gentile. 
And  jierliaps  to  his  efforts  and  success  is  due  more  than  to  all  else  the 
present  Statehood  of  Utali.  During  the  greater  portion  of  his  yearly  six 
years'  service  in  Utah  he  was  in  constant  danger,  often  receiving  letters 
threatening  his  life  if  he  did  not  desist;  but  nothing  turned  him  aside 
from  what  he  believed  to  be  bis  duty.  The  administration  of  the  law  in 
Utah  required  a  ^tronf?  arm  and-a  stout  heart.  His  experience  in  the  war 
and  his  gigantic  frame,  standing  over  six  feet,  and  his  great  determination 
and  well-known  personal  courage  were  safeguards;  while  his  amiability  of 
character  and  gentleness  of  manner  won  friends,  even  among  those  whom 
his  office  compelled  him  to  oppose.  As  a  practitioner  Judge  Van  Zile 
has  met  with  si|^nal  s\irccss.  His  practice  has  been  of  general  character 
and  in  the  preparation  ami  management  of  cases  he  exercises  great  rare, 
every  detail  receiving  attention.  He  is  a  pleasant  speaker  and  a  ton  ihU 
jury  advocate,  always  having  his  subject  well  in  hand  and  thorougldy 
digested.  He  speaks  with  directness  and  in  clear  language  with  distinct 
enunciation.  His  advice  and  counsel  is  sought  by  a  large  and  influential 
clientage.  As  the  Dean  of  the  Detroit  I.aw  School,  Judge  Van  Zile  is 
gix  iny,  much  valuable  time  to  the  thoroi:gh  education  of  tho<;e  who  seek  to 
enter  the  legal  profession  and  has  set  the  .-.landard  high.  In  1893  he  was 
appointed  by  the  Wayne  county  Circuit  Judges  chairman  of  a  standing 
committee  for  examination  of  applicants  for  membership  to  the  Bar,  and 
it  was  perhaps  in  approval  of  his  action  in  making  strict  examinations  that 
the  Lef^islature  at  its  session  in  l8o?  establi-^hrd  a  State  Roarrl  of  Exam- 
iners, of  which,  thej  Governor,  ii;)on  noniiiiaLion  of  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  appointed  Judge  Van  Zile  a  member.  He  married  Miss 
Lizzie  A.  Van  Zile  in  1866,  and  has  an  interesting  family  of  children,  to 
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whose  education  he  and  his  wife  are  devoted  and  for  whose  sake  he 
resigned  the  office  of  United  States  district  attorney  at  Utah,  that  they 

might  enjny  the  advantages  of  our  eastern  schools.  He  tnkc«i  parent  pleas- 
ure in  til'  work  of  his  chosen  profession,  has  tiu  desire  for  office  or  political 
fame,  and  though  often  solicited  to  enter  the  field  for  political  positions, 
has  always  refused,  believing  that  it  would  be  detrimental  to  the  one  great 
object  and  aim  of  his  life,  viz :  to  be  a  good  lawyer.  Judge  Stephen  P. 
Twiss,  of  Kansas  City,  who  presided  in  the  United  States  Court  for  Utah, 
makes  the  following  reply  to  the  editor's  request  for  information  : 

"  I  am  glad  to  answer  your  inquiries  concerning  Hon.  Vhilip  'l\  Van 
Zile,  of  Michigan,  who  was  for  several  years  United  States  prosecuting  attor- 
ney in  the  Territory  of  Utah.    He  was  frequently  in  court  in  the  trial  of 

casci^,  civil  as  well  as  criminal,  which  ^ave  mc  nnsiirpn'^spd  opportunity  of 
observation  as  to  hia  merits,  methods  and  ability  a.-,  a  lawyer  and  advocate. 
His  use  or  utilization  of  facts  in  jury  cases  was  always  good  and  sometimes 
remarkable.  His  pcrreptions  were  quick  and  generally  correct.  Mis  good 
sense,  excellent  judgment  and  happy  faculty  of  adapting  himself  to  the 
vision  of  the  jury,  and  of  forcing  his  own  theory  and  understanding  of  his 
case  upon  the  mind,  (  onsciciu  f  and  comprehension  of  thr  iur\-,  together 
with  his  industry  and  care  in  preparation  for  trial,  made  him  unusually 
successful  as  a  trial  lawyer." 


CHARLES  FLOWERS,  Detroit.  Mr.  Flowers  w^s  bom  in  Bucks 
county,  Pennsylvania,  December  14,  His  parents  were  Joseph  and 

Sarah  (Pickering)  Flowers.  His  mother  was  a  descendant  of  Timothy 
Pickering,  Secretary  of  State  under  Washington,  and  of  Revolutionary 
fame.  His  parents  were  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  Quaker 
faith.  His  father  was  of  English  and  Dutch  descent,  and  his  ancestors 
emigrated  to  Poj  i)  \  Ivania  very  early  in  the  history  of  the  colony.  His 
pnrents,  now  buth  dccoa'^rd,  li\rd  on  a  farm  in  Buck*;  county,  on  which 
Cl-.aries  rLniaincd  vuitil  about  rirluccn  years  old,  helping  his  father  with 
the  tarm  work  and  attending  the  public  schools  during  the  winter  iicasou. 
He  left  home  at  this  period  of  his  life  for  the  first  time,  and  made  his  way 
to  New  York  City,  where  he  was  given  employment  as  a  stenographer  in 
the  offices  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway.  He  then  attended  the  coll^riate 
institute  at  Fo:  t  Edwards  for  two  years.  He  was  employed  by  the  (tOV- 
e'lnneiit  for  a  time  to  report  military  commissions  iu  Raleigh,  North 
Carolina.  Leaving  this  seryice  he  returned  to  New  York,  and  took  up  the 
study  of  law  with  Bangs,  Sedgwick  &  North.  He  was  with  them  a  year, 
and  in  1886  came  to  Detroit.  In  that  city  he  secured  a  position  as 
reporter  in  the  Wayne  Circuit  and  United  States  Courts,  which  he  held 
for  thirteen  years.  During  this  time  hc  reported  the  proceed insjs  of  the 
constitutional  conventions  of  Pennsylvania,  Illinois  and  Ohio.  He  also 
continued  the  study  of  law  while  engaged  in  reportorial  work,  and  had 
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had  Judge  Brown  as  his  preceptor.  This  eminent  gentleman  was  presid- 
ing over  the  United  States  District  Court  of  Detroit,  but  now  is  on  the 

B*  tu  h  of  the  Supreme  (  out I.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1878,  but 
coalinucU  leporling  until  1880.  He  was  then  elected  (  irciiit  Court  Com- 
missioner, and  served  a  term  of  four  years.  In  1884  he  was  nominated  as 
a  candidate  for  prosecuting  attorney,  but  was  defeated.  He  then  took  up 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  to  the  present 
time.  He  was  appointed  member  of  the  fire  commission  in  April,  1S95, 
which  position  he  still  holds.  He  is  now  Corporation  Counsel  for  Detroit, 
having  received  his  appointment  in  July,  1896.  from  Mayi>i  l^iugn  ( .  He 
has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  and  is  an  earnest  woricer  in  the 
Republican  party.  He  made  the  nominating  speech  presenting  Governor 
Pingree  before  the  Grand  Rapids  Convention,  and  was  complimented  for 
its  manifest  ability  and  oratorical  power.  In  the  practice  of  the  law  he 
has  won  a  place  for  himself  that  h  b<:>ih  honorable  and  prominent.  Capa- 
ble men  in  the  profession  who  know  him  willingly  accord  to  him  the 
possession  of  brilliant  parts  and  demonstrated  ability.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  DeNormandie,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1868.  They 
have  three  children,  one  of  whom,  Norman,  is  engaged  in  practice  with 
his  father,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Law  Department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan. 


GEORGE  H.  PRENTIS,  Detroit.    Mr.  Prentis  is  the  son  of  Efn  n  md 

Robecc!!  fGnr:er^  Prentis,  native?  of  Virf^^inia  ;inf!  Connecticut  respci.  li\  uly. 
His  father  was  born  in  Richmond  in  1;  8S,  and  his  mother  in  New  London, 
Connecticut,  in  l8oo.  Both  died  in  Detroit.  His  father  was  eighty  years 
old,  while  his  mother  had  only  reached  the  age  of  forty-four.  At  an  early 
day  the  family  came  to  Michigan,  and  settled  in  Monroe,  where  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  bom  April  28,  1838.  Soon  after  this  the  family 
removed  to  Detroit,  and  the  education  of  Geort^c  II.  was  principally 
secured  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  He  graduated  from  the  Detroit 
High  School  in  1854,  and  spent  the  next  two  years  tutoring.  He  tlien 
began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Backus  &  Harbaugh  in  Detroit. 
In  i860  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and  at  once  began  practice.  He  has 
not  confined  himself  to  any  particular  branch  of  the  law,  and  has  done  a 
general  leg^al  business.  It  will  he  seen  however  by  this  sketch  that  he  h:^<i 
won  fame  in  certain  branches  ol  his  profession.  He  has  never  had  a  part- 
ner, preferring  to  be  alone.  In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  Democrat, 
but  has  been  much  averse  to  office  seeking;  so  that  the  only  office  he  has 
ever  had  is  that  of  Circuit  Court  Commissioner,  from  1862  to  1866. 
Amonp^  fhc  more  noted  rases  in  which  his  professional  labors  have  been 
employed  we  might  mention  the  Ward  Will  Cast-  that  involved  five  million 
dollars,  in  which  he  was  one  of  three  counsel  tor  the  contestant.  Another 
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was  tiie  Blackely  case,  which  involved  the  question  of  the  liability  of 
municipal  corporations  tor  injuries  received  trom  defective  sidewalks  and 
highways.    This  case  resulted  in  a  judgment  for  plaintiff  in  tlie  Circuit 
Court,  but  it  was  carried  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  by  the  city  of 
Detroit,  where  it  was  held  at  the  Tul>'  1870  term  that  in  Michigan  a  city 
was  not  liable  for  nuch  iniuries.    This  decision  was  regarded  as  so  adverse 
to  the  public  welfare  thaf  soon  after  the  l-cgislature  passed  a  law  making 
municipal  corporations  liable  tor  such  injuries  in  Michigan.    Mr.  Frentisis 
quite  generally  employed  in  contested  election  cases  in  Detroit,  having  a 
practical  monopoly  of  that  kind  of  business.    He  has  also  been  employed 
by  the  defense  in  several  noted  murder  cases,  the  most  important  of  which 
weie  People  vs.  Dr.  Hollywood  and  Joseph  S.  Hardy  (Novembt  i  Term, 
and  People  vs.  Hugh  S.  Peoples  and  Dr.  Hollywood  (August  I  crin, 
1882.    In  both  cases  he  cleared  the  defendant.    Mr.  Prentis  was  married 
in  1866  to  Miss  Lovina  C.  GrifKn,  of  Cuba,  New  York.    They  have  an 
interesting  family  of  three  children.    His  only  son,  G.  Griffin  Prentis,  is  a 
graduate  of  the  l  iterary  and  Law  Departments  of  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, and  is  now  practising  law  with  his  father.     Of  our  subject  tt  is  a 
common  saying  that  he  is  a  very  impukivc  man,  and  tl>at  be  loves  his 
friends  to  extremes.    As  a  lawyer  he  is  strictly  honest,  and  firmly  believes 
in  whatever  proposition  he  advances  for  his  client.    He  enjoys  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  one  of  the  very  best  posted  nu  n  in  the  city  of  Detroit  in 
common  law  pleadint^,  hi";  knowledge  of  it  bciiij^  simply  wonderful.     He  is 
pronounced  especially  good  in  contrsteJ  election  case'?,  quo  warranto  pro- 
ceedings and  ejectment  cases.    As  a  cross-examiner  he  is  unexcelled.  He 
is  very  happy  in  his  home  relations,  having  a  charming  family,  and  is  a 
good  entertainer. 


TIMOTHY  E.  TARSNEY,  Detroit.  Hon.  Timothy  E.  Tareney,  a  son 
of  Michigan,  is  the  architect  of  a  unique  and  interesting  personal  career. 
He  was  born  on  his  father's  farm  in  Hillsdale  county,  February  4,  1849, 

and  his  scholastic  education  wa-^  practii  ally  limited  to  his  acquirements  in 
the  country  district  schools  prior  to  the  iljc  oi  twelve.  He  was  a  well- 
bred  Irish  boy,  as  to  lineage  and  parentage,  liis  father,  i  imoiliy  Tars- 
ney,  was  a  native  of  County  Sligo,  and  his  mother,  Mary  A.  Murray,  of 
County  Westmeath.  They  emigrated  to  America  in  1831,  were  married 
in  Rochester,  New  York,  and  soon  afterwards  came  west,  locating  in  Man- 
hattan, now  Toledo,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Maumee.  Tlis  father  was  a 
farmer-blacksmith  and  usually  plied  the  mechanical  trade  m  a  shop  situated 
on  his  own  farm  and  on  the  highway  near  his  house.  The  family  removed  to 
Michigan  in  1844,  locating  first  in  Medina,  Lenawee  county,  and  going 
thence  four  years  later  to  Ransom,  Hillsdale  county,  where  the  permanent 
family  home  was  established.    At  the  age  of  twelve  young  Timothy 
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started  out  for  himself  to  improve  the  mechanical  talent  inherited  from  his 
father.    Entering  a  machine  shop  at  Hudson  he  remained  there  nearly 
three  years,  learning  the  trade  of  machinist.    As  may  be  imagined,  he  was 
impatient  during  this  period  to  participate  in  the  more  excitii^  scenes 
enacted  south  of  the  Ohio  river.    He  belonged  to  a  patriotic  family. 
Before  the  ink  was  dry  on  President  Lincoln's  first  proclamation,  callini^  for 
volunteers  to  suppress  the  rebellion,  three  of  his  brothers  responded  on  thr 
same  day,  offering  their  services.    A  fourth  brother  entered  the  service  a 
little  later,  and  Timothy  followed  before  he  was  fifteen  years  old.    He  went 
to  Tennessee,  a  mere  stripling,  in  February,  1864,  and  was  first  employed 
in  coupling  cars  at  Nashville;  next  he  served  as  fireman  on  a  locomotive 
in  the  service  of  the  Government.    It  was  an  extra-hazardous  employment, 
but   none  the  1es<;  attractive  to  the  capable  boy.     Durini;  the  siege  of 
Nashville  he  was  in  the  city  awaiting  orders.    He  heard  the  rumbling  of 
the  cannon  at  Franklin,  eighteen  miles  away,  and  was  fireman  on  the 
engine  which  carried  relief  ammunition  to  the  bele^ered  army.    He  tells 
the  story  of  that  day's  adventure  in  most  captivating  style:  The  fighting, 
his  fright  and  feveri^^h  inia-^ination  more  wonderful  than  Falstaff'*'  in  its 
power  to  multiph'  ttu:  cneni)- ;    lor  lie  could  Kee  a  million  CoiiicUtrrate 
cavalry  when  the  sober,  unimpassioned  roU-call  would  have  revealed  about 
one  hundred  on  both  sides  engaged  in  a  hand  to  hand  conflict.  The 
engine  and  seven  box  cars  laden  with  munitions  of  war  *'  zipped  "  through 
the  midst  of  the  combatants,  bound  for  Franklin.    The  locomotive  was 
lost;  young  Tarsney  bought  a  mule  for  a  dollar,  rode:  back  to  Nashville 
and  remained  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
His  eldest  brutlici  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness;  another 
brother  was  a  prisoner  of  war  seventeen  and  a  half  months  at  Anderson- 
ville,  Belle  Isle  and  Milan.    His  brother  John  was  wounded  and  captured 
at  Gett5rsburg;  has  recently  served  three  terms  as  a  member  of  Congress 
from  the  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  district,  and  is  now  United  States  Judge 
for  the  territory  oi  Oklahoma.    His  brother  Tom  cariied  the  regimental 
colors  at  Gettysburg,  where,  in  a  hand  to  hand  struggle  for  their  posses- 
sion, Col.  H.  S.  Jeffords,  of  Chelsea,  Michigan,  was  stabbed  to  the  heart 
by  a  bayonet — a  rare  distinction  for  a  field  officer.    Tom  re-enlisted  and 
went  to  Mexico  to  aid  in  expelling  Maximilian,  and  two  years  ago  he  was 
adjutant-general  for  the  State  of  Colorado.     His  brotlu-i  Andrew,  a  loco- 
motive engineer,  was  killed  by  accident  in  Mexico.    Five  brothers  in  tiie 
Union  army  at  the  same  time  is  a  rare  and  impressive  object  lesson  in 
patriotism  I    After  the  war  closed  the  subject  of  our  sketch  returned  to  the 
machine  shops  at  Hudson,  where  he  worked  until  February,  i866,  and 
then  took  charge  of  a  steam  engine  in  a  saw  mill  at  Fast  Saginaw.    A  year 
later  he  received  from  the  United  States  board  of  steamboat  inspectors  a 
certificate  as  marine  engineer.    For  the  seven  seasons  next  ensuing  he 
pursued  that  occupation,  and  while  thus  employed  cherished  other  aspira- 
tions.   His  impulse  to  adopt  the  profession  of  law  became  a  fixed  purpose 
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and  thenceforward  the  monotony  of  his  mechanical  engineering;  was  relieved 
by  a  study  of  the  learned  Commentaries  of  Blackstonc,  During  the  winter 
months,  between  the  seasons  of  navigation,  he  pursued  some  academic 
studies  and  also  attended  the  Law  School  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1872.  During  the  open 
season  following  he  was  chief  engineer  on  the  lakes  and  at  the  close  of 
na\'!<:^:itTon  he  settled  down  to  the  practice  of  law  in  East  Saginaw.  The 
next  year  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  but  resigned  in  1874  in  order 
to  devote  all  of  his  time  to  the  practice.  This  election  afTorded  a  fair  test 
of  his  personal  popularity,  as  he  alone  of  all  the  candidates  on  his  party 
ticket  was  elected.  In  1875,  and  for  three  successive  years,  he  served  as 
city  attorney  of  East  Saginaw,  but  resigned  because  of  increasing  private 
business.  In  1870  he  became  the  senior  inombor  of  the  firm  of  Tnrsney  & 
Weadock  in  a  partnership  which  continued  twelve  years  and  enjoyed  great 
prosperity.  In  iti  extent  and  profitableness  their  business  was  scarcely 
excelled  in  the  Saginaw  Valley.  In  1880  Mr.  Tarsney  was  nominated  as 
the  Democratic  candidate  for  Congress  in  the  Eighth  District,  against  Ros- 
well  G.  Horr,  the  sitting  member.  Although  defeated  he  received  two 
thousand  votes  more  than  were  givrn  to  the  Hancock  electoral  ticket  in 
the  same  election.  In  1S82  he  was  nominated  by  his  party  for  Attorney 
General,  but  suffered  defeat  with  the  ticket.  In  1884  he  was  chosen 
unanimously  as  a  delegate  at  laige  to  represent  the  Democrats  of  Michigan 
in  the  National  Convention  and  was  a  member  of  the  committee  on  reso- 
lutions. The  same  year  he  wa?  attain  nominated  for  Congress  and  defeated 
Roswell  G.  Horr.  In  r886  lu  w.i,  re-elected  over  Mr.  Horr.  During 
both  Congresses  he  served  with  distinction  on  the  two  important  commit- 
tees of  commerce  and  labor.  Although  nominated  by  his  party  for  a  third 
term  the  campaign  of  1888  was  won  by  the  Republicans  and  he  resumed 
his  neglected  law  practice.  lie  has  not  been  a  candidate  for  public  posi- 
tion since  that  time  and  freely  expresses  a  preference  for  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  In  1893  he  came  to  Detroit  with  Mr.  W.  VV.  Wicker,  and 
the  firm  of  Tarsuey  &.  Wicker  was  formed.  Since  that  time  he  has  devoted 
his  time  to  the  law  without  interruption,  except  the  periodical  participa* 
tion  in  political  campaigns,  as  a  public  speaker.  A  few  of  his  most 
important  cases  should  be  mentioned:  Owen  et  al.  vs.  Potter,  executor 
et  al.  in  which  he  was  associate  counsel.  This  case  involves  over  eight 
million  dollars,  probably  the  largest  sum  ever  contested  for  in  the  State  of 
Michigan.  Mr.  Tarsney  representing  the  prosecution  recently  finished  a 
legal  argument  occupying  seven  dzys.  Robert  Crowley  vs.  the  C.  M.  Nel- 
son Lumber  Company,  representing  values  of  three  million  dollars  in  iron 
mines  in  the  Mesabo  range,  Minnesota,  is  now  pending  in  the  Minnesota 
Supreme  Coart.  The  case  of  Roger  Kane  v:^.  Mitchell  Transportation  at 
Buffalo  IS  now  demanding  attention.  The  reports  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Michigan  contain  many  of  his  cases.  Besides  he  is  conducting  a  large 
admiralty  business  in  the  United  States  courts.    His  experience  of  seven 
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years  as  a  sailor  is  of  great  advantage  to  him  in  admiralty  cases.  His 
practice  extends  from  Detroit  to  Buffalo  and  Duluth.  Mr.  Tarsney's 
interest  in  politics  is  the  manifestation  of  a  born  talent.  He  believes  in 
the  definition  of  politics  as  '  'the  science  of  government* '  and  thereby  evinces 
his  stalwart  patriotism.  He  is  one  of  his  party's  greatest  champions  in 
the  discussion  of  political  issues  on  the  stump,  winning  his  way  by  a  per- 
suasive logic  and  fervid  oratory.  Where  the  fight  was  hottest  in  the  cam- 
paign of  1896,  there  was  Tarsney  found.  He  had  a  "silver  tongue*' 
for  the  campaign  of  1896  and  gave  a  reason  for  his  faith  on  many  a  stump. 
Being  among  the  most  eloquent  of  the  advocates  of  the  free  coinage  of 
silver,  he  entered  the  campaign  like  a  cyclone  in  full  rotary  motion.  His 
intuitions  are  strong;  his  perspicacity  remarkable;  his  sensibilities  impres- 
sionable; his  sympathies  easily  touched,  his  inia^,'! nation  is  lively  and  his 
mental  pictures  are  instantaneous  as  well  as  brilliant.  The  keenness  ot 
his  perception  would  enable  him  to  reach  a  conclusion  from  a  premise 
without  ratiocination  and  yet  his  judgment  is  not  formed  without  delibera- 
tion or  expressed  without  reason.  When  a  conclusion  is  reached,  whether 
intuitively  or  logfically,  he  moves  with  celerity  and  supports  his  position 
with  forcible  arguments  impulsively  expressed,  fie  is  gifted  in  rolloquia! 
debate,  ready  with  Irish  wit,  quick  in  repartee;  impetuous  in  style  and 
yet  so  courteous  in  bearing  as  never  to  offend  an  adversary.  He  makes 
an  appeal  or  an  assault  with  ardentut  -eerba.  Whether  he  shall  again  enter 
the  nation's  council  chamber  or  continue  in  the  forum,  battling  with  giants, 
he  will  be  heard  from  in  the  future. 


GEORGE  W.  COOMER,  Ws^ndotte.    George  W.  Coomer  was  bom 

November  3,  1843,  Oakland  county,  Michigan.  He  is  English  by 
descent,  through  both  parents.  His  father,  Zetu«  Coomer,  was  a  native  of 
the  State  of  New  York  and  a  fanner;  came  to  Michigan  in  1^35,  settled 
in  Oakland  county,  where  he  cleared  and  cultivated  a  farm,  and  died  in 
1878.  His  mother  was  Clara  Rockwell.  The  first  authentic  record  of  the 
Coomer  family  in  America  shows  that  John  Coomer,  an  English  em^;rant, 
was  a  clergyman  at  Boston  in  1748.  To  this  ancestor  has  been  ascribed 
the  foundin*^  of  the  family  on  the  American  contimnt.  I  in-  si  ttU  uuint  of 
the  Rockwells  in  New  England  antedates  that  of  ihc  Coomers  by  more 
than  a  century.  They  emigrated  from  England  in  1630,  making  the  voy- 
age on  the  ship  Mary  and  John,  in  company  with  the  Grants,  ances- 
tors of  the  General  and  President.  It  is  a  matter  of  sufficient  importance 
to  be  referred  to  by  General  Grant  in  his  memoirs,  that  one  of  h^'^  ances 
tor-  by  the  name  of  Grant,  an  emigrant  passenger  of  the  Mar^*  aiid  John, 
married  the  widow  Rockwell,  who  was  also  one  of  the  passengers,  and  set- 
tled in  Windsor,  Connecticut.  They  were  of  Puritan  stock,  whose  self- 
denial  and  courage  were  equal  to  the  privations  of  exile  and  the  battle  for 
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freedom  to  woiship  God  in  harmony  with  the  promptings  of  individual 
conscience.  The  traits  and  atlriijutes  transmitted  from  such  ancestors  con- 
stitute a  valuable  inheritance.  George  W,  Coomer  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  and  the  Birmingham  Academy,  situated  in  his  native  county. 
In  this  academy  he  was  prepared  for  admission  to  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan. He  entered  the  Law  School  of  the  University,  and  after  completing 
the  course  was  crraduated  in  the  class  of  187T.  As  a  preliminary  prepara- 
tion he  had  read  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Franklin  Johnson,  of  Monroe, 
prior  to  his  admission  to  the  law  school.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
immediately  after  graduation  and  settled  at  Wyandotte,  Wayne  county,  for 
practice.  He  has  maintained  his  residence  in  Wyandotte  continuously, 
aiul  lias  also  kept  art  office  there  for  the  practirtr  of  Vii=;  profession.  In  189I 
hf  opened  arintlier  office  in  Detroit,  as  atfordiuj^'  gre.iter  ,icces';ibility  to  the 
general  public.  He  served  as  city  attorney  of  Wyandotte  for  twelve  years, 
and  was  for  the  same  time  counsellor  of  the  board  of  education.  As  a 
member  of  the  common  council  of  the  city,  his  influence  has  been  wisely 
exercised  to  promote  its  growth  and  prosperity.  He  recognizes  good  citi- 
zenship as  the  sum  of  pubh'c  duty,  and  has  always  been  active  in  the  sup- 
port of  measures  which  conduce  to  the  substantia!  material  interests  of  the 
city,  promote  the  culture  and  subserve  the  weitaie  of  the  people.  Foiiti- 
cally  he  has  always  been  a  Republican.  In  1884  he  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  and  served  one  term.  In  1887  he  was  nominated  as  the  candi- 
date of  his  party  for  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court,  but  the  party  was  unsuc- 
cescfu!  and  he  suffered  defeat  with  it.  He  was  married  in  187010  Miss 
Laura  M.  Harris,  daughter  of  Solon  Harris,  of  Oakland  county.  Their 
children  are, Grace  A.,  J.  Elroy  and  Harry  H.  Mr.  Coomer  is  unassum- 
ing and  unpretentious.  He  has  built  for  himself  a  home  among  the  peo- 
ple of  Wayne  county  and  secured  their  respect.  He  has  proved  himself 
the  strong  friend  of  popular  education.  While  many  others  have  attained 
threat  celebrity  and  more  exnltrd  po=;itinn,  there  has  all  the  time  been  substan- 
tial accord  between  himself  and  his  work.  He  has  chosen  to  maintain  his 
residence  continuously  in  one  place,  because  in  no  other  way  can  attach- 
ments be  formed  which  are  essential  to  the  genuine  home  feeling.  The 
sense  of  proprietorship  in  one  who  owns  his  dwelling  place  tends  to  give  a 
man  confidence  and  cotiragc.  Home  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  chief 
sources  of  abiding;  happiiies's.  ft  i-^  one  of  the  siire'^t  defenses  against 
evil  fortune.  Tlic  intelligent  owner  01  a  good  home  is  more  self-respect- 
ing and  commands  the  respect  of  others  in  a  greater  degree  than  is  possible 
for  the  man  who  is  content  to  live  in  another's  house. 
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MICHAEL  BRENNAN,  Dctrott.  Mr.  Brennan  was  bom  in  Queens 
county,  Ireland.  October  28,  1851.  His  father,  John  Brennan,  was  a 
farmer.  His  mother  was  Mary  Comerford.  He  came  to  America  at  the 
age  of  ten  and  settled  at  Detroit,  where  his  uncle  had  located  twenty  years 
before.  His  early  education  was  obtained  at  St.  Anne's  School  and  the 
public  schools  of  the  city.  He  was  graduated  from  the  high  scliool  of 
Detroit  in  1868.  For  two  years  afterwards  he  studied  under  a  tutor, 
making  preparation  for  admission  to  the  Literary  Department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  in  which  he  intended  to  take  a  classical  course. 
The  death  of  his  father  about  that  time  rendered  necessary  a  change  of  his 
plans  and  a  relinquishment  of  his  purpose  to  attend  the  University.  He 
was  obliged  to  earn  his  own  living  and  bravely  set  about  it.  Hi"?  first 
employment  was  in  the  I'cnrral  freight  department  of  the  D.  &  M.  railway, 
win  re  he  remained  one  year.  When  about  eighteen  years  of  he  was 
fortunate  in  securing  a  position  as  student  and  clerk  in  the  law  office  of 
Don  M.  Dickinson,  where  he  remained  under  a  wise  instructor  and  paid  his 
expenses  meanwhile  by  clerical  services.  In  this  way  he  was  enabled  not 
only  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  text  bnok^^.  but  aho  to  gain  a  practtral 
knowledge  of  legal  forms  and  pleariinc^s.  Afti-r  remaining  more  tlian  tliree 
years  in  this  office  he  passed  the  required  cxammation,  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar,  and  began  practice  at  once.  In  1873  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
John  C.  Donnelly,  which  has  never  been  dissolved.  Mr.  Stewart  O.  Van 
de  Mark  later  became  associated  with  Messrs.  Brennan  &  Donnelly,  and 
the  firm  of  Brennan,  Donnelly  &  Van  de  Mark  is  now  one  of  the  Rtronj^rst 
and  busiest  in  Detroit.  For  two  years  Charles  S.  May  was  a  member  ot 
the  firm.  Mr.  Brennan  makes  a  specialty  of  the  trial  of  jury  cases  and 
has  gained  his  best  reputation  at  the  Bar  as  a  trial  lawyer.  He  is  attorney 
for  the  Peninsular  Savings  Bank  and  has  become  familiar  with  the  laws 
regulating  banking,  both  State  and  National.  He  has  als  >  had  a  large 
number  of  street  railway  cases  as  one  of  the  <;^eneral  aliorneys  of  the 
Detroit  Citizens'  Str<  1 1  Railway  Company.  Messrs.  iirciman  &  Donnelly 
have  frequently  appeared  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  and  in  the 
Courts  of  the  United  States.  Some  of  the  appealed  cases  may  be  cited: 
Ryan*McPherson  breach  of  promise  case;  U.  S.  vs.  Ryan,  in  the  United 
States  Circuit  and  Supreme  Courts.  Hundreds  of  inferior  csuses  might  be 
enumerated  if  their  importance  warranted  any  reference  to  them  in  a 
historical  work  of  the  character  of  this  publication.  The  records  of  the 
courts  preserve  them  and  to  these  all  representatives  of  the  Bar  have 
access.  The  cases  relating  to  affairs  with  the  City  Street  Railway  occupy 
much  of  "Mr.  Brennan's  time  and  the  conduct  of  these  has  added  greatly  to 
his  popularity  as  a  lawyer.  Politically  he  has  always  been  a  Democrat, 
but  in  not  clas<;ed  as  a  bigoted  or  "  hidebound "  partisan.  His  under- 
standing of  political  economy  and  the  science  of  government  enables  him 
to  place  prniciples  above  partisanship  and  to  value  a  political  party  not  for 
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itself  or  its  fnme  in  history,  l)ul  only  as  an  instrument  to  facilitate  the 
inauguration  of  a  governmental  policy.  Principles  and  men  are  esteemed 
more  highly  than  a  partisan  machine.  He  has  never  at  any  time  been  a 
candidate  for  political  office.  His  preference  is  the  practice  of  law.  In 
religion  he  is  a  Roman  Catholic.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Cathedral  of 
Saints  Peter  and  I*rml.  In  1^04  at  Pliiladelphia  he  was  elected  Supreme 
Presiden:  of  tin-  Catholic  Mutual  Heneht  A-ssociation  for  a  term  of  three 
years.  He  was  married  in  1878  tu  Miss  Margaret  I*".,  daughter  of  I  hoinas 
Healy,  of  Detroit.  Two  daughters  and  two  sons  have  been  born,  of  this 
marriage:  Francis  M.  and  John  H.,  Grace  M.  and  Mary  J.  Mrs.  Brennan 
is  a  lady  of  culture  whose  interest  is  manifest  and  whose  activities  are 
enlistee!  in  various  organizations  for  the  promotion  of  education.  She  is 
president  of  the  Ladies"  Auxiliary  Board  of  the  Columbian  Summer  School. 
Her  assistance  and  leadership  are  valued  highly  by  persons  interested  in 
the  success  of  the  enterprise.  From  members  of  the  Detroit  Bar  who  are 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  characteristics  of  Mr.  Brennan  it  is  ascer- 
tained  that,  as  one  member  expresses  !l:  "He  has  all  the  Irish  wit  and 
humor  that  you  will  find  boiled  into  a  fellow;  is  quick  at  repartee;  has  the 
Irish  persuasiveness  in  his  nature  that  always  enables  an  advocate  to  win. 
He  tries  cases  almost  constantly.  He  and  Mr.  John  C.  Donnelly  are  the 
chief  trial  counsel  for  the  Detroit  Citizens'  Street  Railway  Company." 
Another  characterization  is  that  in  temperament  lie  impulsive,  sensitive, 
generous  and  sympathetic.  As  a  lawyer  he  is  positive  and  tenacious, 
quick  and  sagacious,  brave  and  pugnacious.  As  a  friend  he  is  enthnsiastir, 
confiding,  sincere  and  true.  Socially  he  is  genial,  hospitable  and  liberal- 
minded.  He  is  a  natural  student  and  the  acknowledged  wit  of  the  Detroit 
Bar. 


ALFRED  J.  MURPHY,  Detroit.  Alfred  J.  Murphy  bears  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  youngest  man  ever  nominated  for  the  office  of  Attorney 
General  in  Michigan.    He  has  always  lived  in  Detroit,  the  city  of  hfs 

birth,  where  he  was  born  January  i,  1868.  His  education  was  received 
in  the  public  school?  of  Detroit  and  completed  in  Detroit  College  a  clas- 
sical school.  He  spent  five  years  in  the  latter  institution,  taking  a  full 
classical  course  and  graduating  in  1887  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  He  thereupon  took  a  position  on  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Detroit 
Free  Press,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  nteanwhile  pursuing  a  post 
graduate  course  at  Detroit  College.  In  1889  he  received  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts  from  this  institution.  He  entered  upon  politics  before 
attaining  bis  majority,  by  organizing  the  Young  Men's  Club  of  Detroit  in 
1888,  of  which  he  was  made  president.  In  1890  he  became  assistant  sec- 
retary of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Committee  of  Michigan.  The 
Democrats  elected  their  State  ticket  in  Michigan  that  year  for  the  first 
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time  ill  iieariy  forty  years.  He  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  State  Senate 
in  January,  and  then  began  the  study  o(  law.    In  December.  1891, 

he  entered  the  Detroit  College  of  Law,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
June,  1893,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  had  been  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  March,  1 893,  however,  and  at  once  began  independent  prac- 
tice TI1C  wide  acquaintance  he  enjoyed  in  Detroit  and  Michigan,  coupled 
with  his  industry  .md  ability,  gave  him  a  speedy  foothold.  Gifted  by 
nature  with  unusual  powers  of  eloquence,  he  was  fortunately  given  early 
chance  to  display  his  capacity  for  forensic  oratory  in  several  notable  crim- 
inal cases,  particularly  those  of  the  People  vs.  Goodson,  and  the  People 
vs.  Considine.  The  verdict  of  acquittal  in  the  former  case  was  attributed 
lai^ely  to  his  argument.  In  the  latter  cace,  v/hile  a  conviction  re<5ulted, 
his  "argument  was  generally  concede<l  to  be  ot  unusual  strength  and  of 
most  forceful  delivery.  He  has  been  able  latterly  to  direct  the  lines  of 
his  practice  and  in  consequence  has  been  enjoying  a  growing  business  in 
probate  and  commercial  law.  He  has  been  confining  his  entire  time  to 
his  profession,  and  his  nomination  for  the  office  of  Attorney  General,  in 
August,  1896.  at  the  hnnds  of  the  joint  State  conventions  of  the  Demo- 
cratic, People's  and  Union  Silver  parties,  came  not  only  without  his 
solicitation,  but  without  his  knowledge.  Mr.  Murphy  has  advanced  solely 
through  his  own  efforts.  He  defrayed  the  expenses  of  his  education  and 
has  made  his  own  way  independently.  His  talents  are  of  a  high  order, 
his  industry  unflagging  and  his  earnestness  constant.  There  is  ample 
proof  of  thi<;  in  the  position  he  has  won  at  the  Bar  in  the  three  years  he 
has  been  practising. 


JOHN  C.  DONNELLY,  lawyer,  Detroit.  Captain  William  Donnelly 
was  a  native  of  County  Wicklow,  Ireland,  who  emigrattd  in  childhood 
with  his  parents  and  settled  in  Warwick,  Lambton  county,  Ontario,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood.  He  resided  for  many  years  in  Kertch,  Plympton 
and  Samia,  Ontario,  and  died  at  the  latter  place  in  1873.  He  was  a 
farmer,  merchant  and  timber  dealer,  and  carried  on  the  largest  business  in 
square  oak  timber  of  any  dealer  west  of  London,  Ontario.  He  held  a 
commission  as  captain  in  the  ro)-al  militia  tot  twent\'  five  years.  He  was 
appointed  magistrate  by  the  Crown  and  held  that  office  also  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century.  He  married  EUeanor  Boulger,  a  native  of  County  Kildare, 
Ireland,  who  was  brought  to  Canada  by  her  parents  when  a  small  child. 
They  reared  a  family  of  fourteen  children.  John  C.  was  the  seventh 
member  of  this  family.  He  was  born  at  Kertch,  Ontario.  November  27, 
1851.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  home.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Col.  John  Atkinson, 
at  Port  Huron.  A  year  later,  when  Colonel  Atkinson  removed  to  Detroit, 
young  Donnelly  went  with  him.    In  1871  he  entered  the  Law  School  of 
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the  University  of  Michigan,  where  he  spent  one  year,  then  returned  to 
Detroit  and  resumed  his  duties  in  the  law  office  of  Colonel  Atkinson.  He 

held  this  po«?ftinn  until  J'lly  i,  1873.  Prior  to  that  he  had  been  admitted 
to  practice  on  examination  in  the  Wayne  county  Circuit  Court.  After  his 
admission  to  the  Bar  he  completed  the  law  course  in  the  University  and 
was  graduated  with  the  d^ee  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  At  the  very  begin- 
ning of  his  practice  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Michael  Brennan  under 
the  firm  name  of  Brenna:i  i±  Donnelly,  which  ha-  been  maintained  con- 
tinuously for  the  past  twctUy-thret!  years.  In  1S77  Hon.  Charles  S.  M.iy 
was  received  into  the  firm  and  remained  a  member  of  it  until  his  return  to 
Kalamazoo.  From  1889,  for  two  years,  A.  C.  Raymond  was  a  member  of 
the  firm,  but  soon  retired  to  accept  the  position  of  attorney  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  Company.  In  1893  Mr.  Van  de  Mark  became  associated 
with  Brennan  fl:  Donnelly  as  jnnior  member  nf  the  firm,  a  relation  which  is 
still  maintained.  1  he  legal  business  of  this  firm  is  very  Urge,  especially  in  the 
line  of  corporation  counsel.  They  are  attorneys  for  some  very  large  cor* 
porations.  They  are  engaged  in  a  very  great  number  of  negligence  cases, 
having  more  of  this  class  of  litigation  perhaps  than  any  other  firm  in  the 
State.  Mr.  Donnelly  is  well  known  in  Lanj^incr  '^t  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  State,  \rhere  he  frequently  repre.sents  the  lirm  in  cases  carried  to  that 
court  by  appeal.  His  practice  is  not  cotihned  to  any  specialty,  or  any 
class  of  cases,  but  covers  all  kinds  in  all  of  the  courts  of  record  in  the  State, 
as  well  as  those  of  the  United  States.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  at  Washington  in  1883.  He  is 
retained  as  counsel  by  such  corporations  as  the  Titizcns'  Street  Railway 
Company  of  Detroit  and  the  Detroit  Gas  Company.  He  is  ^teemed  by 
members  of  the  professions  as  an  excellent  lawyer,  worthy  to  stand  in  the 
front  rank  of  those  who  practise  in  the  courts  of  Michigan.  Politically  he 
is  a  Democrat  and  has  always  exhibited  a  lively  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his 
parly.  In  iR;8  he  sva--  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  from  Detroit  and 
served  acceptably  duniij^  the  single  term  of  his  member<.h!p.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  toinmittee  on  municipal  corporations,  a  position  which 
enabled  him  to  work  for  his  city  with  marked  advantage.  He  was  the 
nominee  of  his  party  for  Attorney  General  in  1886,  but  defeated  with  the 
rest  of  the  licket.  For  years  he  displayed  an  interest  in  military  affairs; 
was  the  iii-l  captain  of  the  Montgomery  Rifles,  serving];  in  th,d  rank  two 
years,  lie  was  also  adjutant  of  the  First  Battalion  of  state  troops.  He 
was  lieutenant  of  the  National  Guard  and  in  company  with  that  organization 
made  the  trip  to  the  Centennial  Exposition  at  Philadelphia  in  1876.  He 
has  given  support  to  various  club  organizations  which  have  for  their  object 
social  culture  and  physical  as  well  as  intellectual  development.  lie  is  a 
member  of  tiu"  Detroit  Club,  i lu  Yondatega  Club,  the  Detroit  Ki<Iin<^ 
Club  and  the  Catholic  Club.  He  was  married  September  I,  1875,  to  Miss 
Anna  Minton,  of  Alpena,  daughter  of  Martin  J.  Mtnton,  Esq.,  a  pioneer 
lumberman  of  that  city,  and  has  four  children.    Mr.  Donnelly  is  in  the 
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full  flush  and  prime  o(  life,  with  apparently  thirty  years  of  activity  yet  to 
come.  He  preserves  always  the  bonhomie  which  gives  to  the  noonday  of 
life  its  radiance  and  most  ac^mablc  effects;  which  tends  to  longevity,  and 
gives  a  glow  to  the  sunset.  He  has  the  kind  of  es^rii  dc  corps  which  is  not 
exhausted  in  organizing  and  disciplining  a  military  company,  but  makes  a 
man  jealous  of  the  honor  of  his  profession.  Such  a  man  places  a  high 
estimate  on  professional  honor  and  makes  the  preser\'ation  .  f  it  his  personal 
concern.  His  ambition  needs  no  other  spur.  Tt  makes  him  zealous  in 
attnck  and  courageous  In  defense.  Tt  is  the  mark  of  a  gentleman  so  to 
bemcaa  himselt  in  a  contention  that  his  adversjarj-  wili  be  impressed  with 
his  honesty  and  sense  of  fairness.  He  does  not  employ  censorious  speech 
or  seek  to  overbear  with  the  manners  of  a  bully.  The  temptation  to  ter- 
rorize a  witness  is  stronger  than  some  cross  examiners  can  withstand ;  but 
the  practice  does  not  commend  the  lawyer  who  resorts  to  it,  nor  is  it 
attended  with  the  best  results.  A  crcntic  manner  is  not  significant  of 
weakness,  but  is  mudi  more  ellective  than  boistcrousness  in  establishing 
confidential  relations  with  a  witness.  Mr.  Donnelly  is  keen  but  honest. 
His  conduct  of  a  case  is  honorable  and  manly.  His  opponents  have  no 
dread  or  fear  of  petty  trickery.  They  know  that  he  will  either  win  his 
contention  by  fair  means  in  the  open  field,  or  he  will  lose.  He  kntn\  s  tliat 
n  resort  to  questionable  tactics  is  iMiavailing  in  a  weak  case  anil  unneces- 
s  iry  i  n  a  strong  one  —  undignified  and  disreputable  in  any  case.  In  society 
he  IS  a  prime  favorite,  because  of  his  frankness,  ready  wit,  heartiness  and 
unassuming  manners. 


EDWiN  F.  CON  ELY,  Detroit.  Mr.  Lonely  is  descended  from  colonial 
ancestry.  His  ancestors  were  among  the  original  settlers  of  Maryland  and 
Massachusetts,  and  therefore  he  may  be  said  to  have  sprung  from  a  union 
of  the  Puritan  and  the  Cavalier.  Hi  grandfather,  Jeremiah  Conely  was 
born  at  Snow  HilL  Maryhtnd,  prior  to  the  Revolution.  Various  branches 
of  the  family  were  K  pn  rented  in  the  Revolutionary  army.  His  father, 
WilUam  S.  Conely,  born  in  January,  1799,  was  a  native  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  a  man  of  affairs  and  a  member  of  the  New  York  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1846.  Edwin  F.  Conely  was  bom  September  7,  1847. 
the  city  of  New  York.  At  the  age  of  six  years  he  came  to  Michigan  with 
his  parents.  His  literary  education  was  received  in  New  York,  in  Brigh- 
ton and  Jackson,  Michigan,  and  in  extended  private  study.  He  read  law 
with  Mr.  Sardis  Hubbell,  of  Howell,  and  Messrs.  D.  B.  &  H.  M.  Duf- 
field,  in  Detroit.  He  also  attended  the  I.aw  School  of  the  University  of 
Michigan.  In  the  spring  of  1870  he  became  a  permanent  resident  of 
Detroit,  and  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  upon 
examination  of  the  Supreme  Court  then  sitting  in  the  old  Odd  Fellows 
Hall  on  Woodward  Avenue.    The  judges  sitting  at  the  time  were  Chris- 
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tiancy,  Campbell,  Cooley  and  Graves,  whose  decisions  gave  a  world  wide 
fame  to  MicliiL^an's  highest  court.  Mr.  Concly  has  practised  Iriw  in  the 
local  and  appellate  courts  of  the  State  and  Nation;  also  in  the  courts  of 
Ohio  and  Indiana.  His  practice  has  included  every  branch  of  the  law,  but 
his  principal  work  has  been  in  the  field  of  general  common  law  practice,  and 
the  trial  and  ai^ument  of  causes.  The  cases  in  which  he  has  appeared  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan  are  scattered  through  twenty  or  more 
volumes  <it  reports.  Among  the  prominent  cases  in  which  he  has  appem  <  d 
as  senior  counsel  are  the  following ;  The  Constable  Case,  constitutional  law; 
Gott  vs.  Culp,  Probate  law;  R.  R.  Co.  vs.  Gilbert,  liability  of  corporation 
for  employment  of  agent;  Carew  vs.  Mathews,  conflict  of  jurisdiction; 
Davis  vs.  Bui^ess,  breach  of  the  peace;  People  vs.  Wilson,  murder:  Peo- 
ple vs.  Fonda,  juri.sdiction  of  federal  courts;  Klanowski  vs.  Grand  Trunk 
Ry.  Co.,  speed  as  evidence  of  negligence;  Wheaton  vs.  Beecher,  iibct: 
Holcombe  vs.  Noble,  innocent  false  representations  as  evidence  of  fraud ; 
Robinson  vs.  Miner  and  Haug,  constitutional  law;  People  vs.  Montague, 
habeas  corpus  and  extradition;  Weeks  vs.  Wayne  Circuit  Judges,  Hen  of 
attorney  on  verdict;  Estate  of  Mabel  Ward,  liability  of  guardian;  Attor- 
ney General  vs.  James,  quo  warranto;  LaflFrey  vs.  Grummond,  liability  of 
warehouseman;  McAllister  vs.  Free  Press,  libel;  Latimer's  case,  murder; 
Clark  and  Graham's  case,  murder;  People  vs.  Walsh,  manslaughter;  Fin- 
nigan  vs.  FreePre.Hs  Co.,  libel;  Strobridge  Lith.  Co.  vs.  Randall,  effect  of 
settlement;  Brown  vs.  McGraw,  logging  and  lumbering  case;  Park  Com- 
missioners  vs.  Common  Council,  constitutional  Irnv :  Wellman  vs.  Police 
Board,  power  of  police  commission;  People  \'s.  Kort  Wayne  and  Elmwood 
Ry.  Co.,  constitutional  and  municipal  law;  McRae  VS.  R.  R.  Co.,  con- 
stitutional law  and  railroad  building ;  Baron  vs.  Detroit,  liability  of  city  as 
a  proprietor;  Coffin  vs.  Election  Commissioners, .right  of  women  to  vote;-* 
Down  vs.  Harper  Hospita!.  liability  of  trust  fund  to  claims  for  negligence 
of  trustees;  Campbell  vs.  Wyandotte,  law  of  mtinicipalitics ;  Fort  St. 
Union  Depot  Co.  vs.  Peninsula  Sti>\i-  I'o.,  Cdiistitutional  law;  Attorney 
General  vs.  Supervisors,  constiiulioiiul  and  statutory  law;  Melcalf  vs.  Tif- 
fany, liability  of  female  deft  for  alienation  of  husband ;  Moran  vs.  Moran, 
fraud  as  a  basis  of  ejectment;  Merz  Capsule  Co.  vs.  McCutchon,  monopoly 
and  public  policy;  Richardson  vs.  Medbury,  accounting.  During  tlic  years 
I 8q  1-2-3  he  was  professor  of  law  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  having 
among  his  subjects  that  of  constitutional  law,  but  resigned  on  account 
of  the  demand  of  increasing  practice.  In  1876  he  was  elected  member  of 
the  Legislature  and  received  the  Democratic  nomination  for  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  During  the  session  he  was  a  member  of  the 
judiciary  committee.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Democratic  Con- 
vention'; of  1880  and  1892.  In  1881  he  was  unanimonsly  nominated  by  the 
Democratic  Convention  for  judge  of  the  Recorder's  Court,  but  was  defeated 
by  George  A.  Swift.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  water  commissioners 
of  Detroit  in  1885,  and  from  1890  to  1896  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
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library  commissioners.    In  1 893  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Rich  a 

member  of  the  Stnte  Commi'^sion  to  frame  a  general  law  for  the  govern- 
ment of  municipalities.  He  was  connected  with  the  Michigan  State 
troops  for  thirteen  years,  serving  as  private,  corporal  and  captain  of  the 
Detroit  Light  Infantry,  major  of  the  Fourth  Infantry,  and  as  colonel  and 
A.  D.  C.  and  president  of  the  State  militaiy  board.  He  was  instrumen- 
tal in  securing  much  favorable  legislation  for  the  benefit  of  the  State 
troops.  Durinc^  thf  campaign  of  iSq6  he  supported  the  National  Democ- 
racy as  against  tlu;  pbitfonn  ami  noniinccs  of  the  Chicat^n  convention.  He 
was  one  of  the  orators  at  the  banquet  given  by  the  sound  money  Dem- 
crats  in  Chicago  on  Jackson's  Day,  1897.  He  is  a  life  member  of  the 
American  Historical  Association  and  a  member  of  the  American  and 
Michigan  Bar  Associations.  He  has  been  a  contributor  to  the  American 
Law  Review  and  other  law  periodicals ;  hn<  travelled  extensively  in  Europe 
and  is  a  cultured  L^entleman.  Mr.  Conely  delivered  a  imblic  address  before 
the  Bar  Association  some  years  ago  on  the  Bar  of  Detroit,  which  is 
referred  to  by  members  of  the  profession  as  a  production  of  much  literary 
excellence  and  great  historic  value.  He  is  devoted  to  the  law,  for  which 
he  entertains  the  highest  respect,  and  it  is  entirely  within  the  record  to 
say  that  he  i-;  one  of  the  be=;t  lawyers  of  the  State.  As  a  writer  his  style 
is  smooth,  graceful  and  felicitious  in  expression.  His  wurd.'-  are  fitly 
chosen  from  an  extensive  vocabulary.  He  was  married  December  1,  1873, 
to  Miss  Achsa  Butterfield,  of  Green  Oak,  Michigan,  who  died  in  February, 
187S.  He  was  married  a  second  time  May,  1882,  to  Miss  Fannie  Butter- 
field,  a  cousin  of  his  first  wife.    He  has  no  children. 


ELBRIDGE  F.  BACON,  Detroit.  Mr.  Bacon  was  born  in  the  township 
of  Superior,  Washtenaw  county,  May  3,  1850.    His  father  was  Henry 

Bacon  and  his  mother  was  Caroline  Farrand.  The  Bacon  family  is  of 
colonial  orif^in.  and,  on  both  ^id':^s,  American  for  many  generations.  The 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  The  family 
also  had  representatives  in  the  war  of  18 12.  Mr.  Bacon's  grandfather 
settled  in  Superior  in  1829,  and  his  mother's  people  came  four  years  later. 
At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  was  sent  to  the  Model  School,  then  a  part  of  the 
State  Normal  at  Ypsilanti.  His  home  on  the  farm  was  three  miles  distant 
from  Ypsilanti,  but  almost  every  morning  he  made  his  appearance  at  the 
school  before  the  hour  of  opening,  i'his  circumstance  indicated  a  pre- 
dominant characteristic  of  his  entire  life,  promptness  and  punctuality.  It 
was  no  easy  task  to  attend  school,  trudging  along  on  foot  for  such  a  dis- 
tance, through  all  kinds  of  weather,  always  aihead  of  time,  and  keeping  it 
up  until  his  senior  year.  Mr.  Bacon  was  graduated  from  the  classical 
course  in  1872,  the  next  year  after  Professor  Estabrook  became  president 
of  the  State  Normal.    With  other  members  of  his  class  he  felt  the  inspira- 
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tion  of  Michigan's  greatest  teacher.  Mr.  ]?acon  became  principal  of  the 
Petersburs^  <;chool  soon  after  his  graduation,  but  a!l  hi'^  thotiohts  weii'  of 
Blackstonc.  In  1873  he  went  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  ixjiuained  for  a  litllc 
less  than  a  year  engaged  in  civil  engineering.  Coining  back  to  Michigan 
the  following  year,  he  located  in  Huron  county,  where  he  began  reading 
law  with  Richard  Winsor,  of  Port  Austiti.  This  gentleman  had  becii  a 
member  of  the  constitutional  convention  of  1867,  and  from  him  Mr.  Bacon 
received  his  first  impressions  of  constitutional  law.  Ifc  was  elected  county 
surveyor  of  Huron  county  in  1874,  and  re-elected  two  years  later.  Mr. 
Bacon  was  making  his  way  slowly  but  surely  into  the  profession  of  law. 
He  spent  nearly  four  years  in  solving  knotty  legal  problems  in  jurisprud- 
ence; especially  did  he  familiarize  himself  with  the  large  annual  tax  sale  of 
Huron  county-~a  knowledge  that  has  often  stood  him  well  in  hand  in  after 
years.  He  is  regarded  to-day  in  Detroit  and  elsewhere  as  authority  on  tnK 
titles.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Huron  county  Bar  in  1876,  and  opened 
an  office  in  Fort  Austin.  He  entered  into  a  partnership  with  Geoi^e  S. 
Engle  in  1877,  which  continued  one  year.  The  next  year  his  services  were 
retained  by  Col.  Atkinson  of  Detroit.  In  1879  he  removed  to  Sand  Beach 
and  commenced  practice  for  himself.  He  had  an  extensive  clientage  all 
along  the  coast  from  that  harbor  to  the  "  City  of  the  Straits."  Ton  years 
later  Mr.  Bacon  found  that  his  extensive  businus-,  required  a  more  central 
location,  and  accordingly  removed  to  Detroit.  His  practice  has  steadily 
grown  in  all  directions,  and  is  constantly  becoming  more  lucrative.  To 
this  he  has  given  close  and  earnest  attention,  not  yielding  to  the  allure- 
ments of  politics  or  other  side  issues,  believing  that  a  lawyer  sliould  stick 
as  closely  lo  his  profession  as  a  shoemaker  to  his  last.  His  calling  has 
become  interwoven  with  tlu:  filier  of  his  life  and  he  is  content  to  rise  by 
means  of  it  alone.  In  his  various  experience  in  the  courts  Mr.  Bacon  has 
met  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  and  jurists  of  Detroit,  who  speak  of 
him  in  eulogistic  terms  as  an  able  advocate  and  all-round  lawyer.  He 
tries  his  cases  twice  and  frequently  thrice.  He  studies  jurors,  takes  the 
measure  of  witnesses  quickly,  and  is  especially  skilful  in  cross-examina- 
tions. He  has  a  rare  self-control,  is  courteous  towards  his  opponents, 
keeps  his  mind  upon  the  subject  at  issue  and  is  rarely  thrown  off  his  guard. 
He  is  still  a  student  with  remarkable  powers  of  abstraction  and  concentra- 
tion. He  discriminates  between  important  and  trifling  issues,  and  retain- 
ing such  facts  as  he  shall  need  to  draw  upon  when  pressed  for  time,  is 
always  ready  for  assault  or  defense.  He  has  built  up  a  lucrative  business  in 
the  Circuit  Court  and  conducted  cases  in  the  Other  courts  of  the  State,  as 
well  as  in  the  Federal  Courts.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  enjoyed  a 
large  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  and  his  name  appcar.s  in 
connection  with  cases  reported  in  several  volumes  of  the  official  reports  of 
that  court.  Some  of  these  cases  are  important,  both  on  account  of  the 
issues  and  the  large  pecuniary  interests  involved.  He  stands  well  among 
the  members  of  his  profession.  In  1881  Mr.  Bacon  was  married  to  Miss 
3i 
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Clarena  W.  Bailey,  of  St.  Clair,  and  has  three  daughters — fourteen,  nine 
and  four  years  old.  He  is  much  in  society,  and  is  a  member  of  the  West 
Side  Social  Club,  the  Michigan  Avenue  and  Grande  Pointe  Clubs.  He  has 
been  for  twelve  years  an  active  Knight  Templar,  and  accompanied  the 

Commandery  to  Bi)stnn  in  18^5.  He  is  a  Congregationallst  and  belongs 
to  the  old  First  Church  on  Woodwurd  Avenue.  He  is  progressive,  practical 
and  persistent;  interested  in  manutacturing  industries,  and  a  strong  advocate 
of  protection  and  reciprocity.  His  mind,  disciplined  by  study,  has  a  com- 
prehensive grasp,  and  he  is  able  to  present  his  cases  to  the  court  or  jury  in 
the  most  favorable  light. 


JOHN  WARD,  Detroit.  The  subject  of  this  biography  uaces  iiis  lineage 
to  William  Ward,  who  settled  in  Sudbury,  Massachusetts,  in  1639.  Among 
the  distingui^ed  representatives  of  the  family  was  Artcmus  Ward,  of 
Revolutionary  fame.  John  was  the  son  of  Jonas  and  Anna  Child  Ward ; 
was  bom  at  Westminster,  Massachusetts,  in  1821,  removed  to  Vermont  in 
1826  and  lived  in  the  Green  Mountain  State  until  1859.  He  was  pre- 
pared for  college  in  the  Kimball  Union  Academy  and  was  graduated  from 
Dartmouth  with  the  class  of  1847.  He  cherishes  as  precious  the  memory 
of  his  college  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  famous  literary  societies 
of  Dartmouth  and  among  his  treasured  souvenirs  are  manuscript  letters 
received  by  him  from  a  quartette  of  America's  great  men  who  were  then 
at  the  zenith  of  their  fame.  These  letters  are  re'^pnnsivc  to  his  invitation 
to  the  writers  on  behalf  of  the  lit'  s  u  ieties,  of  which  they  had  been 
members  during  their  college  days.  1  iicy  are  reproduced  here  as  samples 
of  the  polite  correspondence  of  the  times: 

Makshfield,  Oct.  3,  '46. 
Dear  sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
25th  of  September.  It  would  give  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  comply  with 
the  wishes  of  the  two  societies  in  whose  behalf  you  write,  but  for  several 
years  past  1  have  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  decline  all  invitations  of 
that  kind. 

With  much  respect  and  the  most  perfect  good  wishes,  I  am  your  obt. 
Mr.  Ward.  Dan'l  Webster. 

NbwYukk,  Dec.  25,  1846. 
Dear  sir:  Your  favor  is  duly  received.    I  would  be  glad  of  the  occa- 
sion to  meet    your  literary  society,  hut  my  health   has  been  seriously 
impaired.    I  am  Still  an  invalid  and  must  therefore  decline  your  kind 
invitation. 

With  best  wishes,  Yours  respectfully, 
Mr.  John  Ward.  ThEO.  FrelinGHUYSEN. 
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Washington,  June  29,  1847. 

Mr.  John  Ward.    Dear  sir: 

I  reproach  myself  for  not  sooner  replying  to  your  letter  of  12th  Dec. 

last  inviting  ine  to  be  the  anniversary  orator  at  your  coming  college  com- 
mencement. I  deferred  an  answer  in  tha  hope  that  it  would  soon  be 
favorably  solved  and  in  the  midst  of  important  engagements  lost  of  sight 
the  matter.  It  is  now  recalled  by  a  sight  of  your  note  and  I  hasten  to 
make  all  the  afnnement  in  my  power  for  this  inexcusable  foi^etfulncss 
and  neglect.  1  uusl  it  lias  not  prevented  the  societies' securing  the  serv- 
ices of  some  one  more  capable  than  I  am  of  doing  honor  to  them. 
With  high  consideration,  your  ob't  serv't, 

Amos  Kendall. 

WASlIINCiTOX,  March  9,  1847. 
Dear  sir;  I  have  received  your  letter  inviting  me  to  deliver  a  lecture 
before  the  societies  of  your  college  in  the  month  of  August  next.  I  freely 
accept  the  invitation,  willing  to  return  to  my  native  State  for  such  a  pur- 
pose after  the  absence  of  half  a  century  and  a  life  marked  with  much 
exertion  and  vicissitudes.  You  do  not  state  in  your  letter  upon  what 
date  the  Commencement  will  take  place.  I  had  thought  until  the  com* 
mencement  of  thi^  note  that  Aiic'ttst  was  the  mnnth  designated  by  you. 
But  1  find  that  no  period  is  mentioned  and  1  will  therefore  tliank  you  to  write 
me  a  letter  addressed  to  me  at  Detroit  telling  me  at  what  time  I  must  be 
with  you. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  respectfully  yours, 
Mr.  John  Ward.  Lewis  Cass. 

Mr.  Ward's  motto  while  at  college  was  '*  Semper  Parata."  He  was 
not  only  prepared  in  his  studies,  but  was  also  an  oflficcr  of  the  celebrated 
Dartmouth  phalanx,  a  military  company  of  students.  After  his  gradua- 
tion he  studied  law  in  the  office  of  CoUamcr  &  Barrett,  of  Woodstock, 
Vermont,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Windsor  county  Bar  in  1849.  He 
commenced  the  practice  of  law  at  Springfield  in  the  same  county,  and  paid 
his  way  from  the  start,  doing  some  surveying  at  intervals.  He  has  always 
paid  his  way,  and,  apropos  of  the  late  political  campaij^n,  says  he  has 
never  heard  of  any  of  his  ancestors  who  wished  to  scale  his  debts  or 
expressed  a  desire  to  pay  with  fifty  cent  dollars  at  par  value.  He  remained 
in  practice  at  Springfield  ten  years,  serving  as  State's  Attorney  for  Wind- 
sor county  during  the  last  two.  In  1859  he  came  west  and  settled  in 
Detroit.  His  first  partnership  was  with  J.  B.  Famsworth  and  his  second 
with  Irving  Palmer.  He  became  associated  with  E.  C.  Skinner  andC.  M. 
Burton  in  the  abstract  business,  remaining  with  them  seventeen  years. 
Both  of  these  gentlemen  unite  in  testifying  to  his  valuable  services.  He 
was  married  in  1859  ^'^^  1864.    A  son,  born  of  this 

marriage,  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Ward's  chief  business  for  a  score  of  years 
has  been  in  connection  with  the  settlement  of  estates.  He  has  loaned 
largo  5^nm«  of  money  and  there  never  has  been  a  stain  upon  his  reputation 
or  a  suspicion  against  his  integrity.    He  has  been  scrupulously  honest  in 
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all  'j.isiness  transactions.  Few  men  who  have  passed  the  seventy-fifth 
mile  stone  continue  to  be  at  their  po-t  of  duty  as  regular  a*;  clock  work. 
He  is  methodical  in  his  habits  and  systematic  m  the  conduct  of  his  busi- 
ness. He  may  appropriately  be  called  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school.  In 
a  large  and  expressive  sense,  he  is  a  man.  Many  good  things,  true  and 
just,  might  be  said  of  him ;  but  he  is  modest.  One  of  the  very  busy  men 
of  Detroit  says:  "  John  Ward  is  the  best  man  in  the  city — the  worthiest 
among  the  worHiy;  to  know  him  best  is  to  love  him  most."  In  politics 
he  has  always  been  a  stalwart  Republican.  He  has  served  on  the  board 
of  education  one  term  and  was  elected  to  the  board  of  estimates:  but  lie 
has  no  fondness  for  public  office.  In  his  religious  views  he  is  a  Unitarian. 
During  a  long  life  of  usefulness  he'seems  to  have  merited  the  addition  to 
his  college  motto  "  always  ready,"  of  these  words — "  in  the  service  of  his 
fellow  men." 


LAWRENCE  N.  BURKE,  Kalamazoo.  Mr.  Burke  is  a  native  of  Ire- 
land,  the  son  of  James  and  Joanna  Burke.  He  was  born  near  Thurles, 
November  7,  1850.  At  the  age  of  three  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his 
mother.  When  five  ycar^iof  age  he  came  to  America  with  other  members 
of  the  family  and  lived  for  some  years  at  East  Scott,  Cortland  county.  New 
York,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  in 
Cortland  Academy,  at  Homer.  As  a  large  family  was  dependent  for  sup- 
port upon  the  father,  whose  only  meann  con<;isted  of  his  daily  wages,  Law- 
rence was  oblic^ed  pari}'  tu  depend  upon  his  own  exertions,  not  only  for 
the  means  of  living,  but  also  tor  ihe  higher  education  which  he  desired. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  able  to  teach  a  district  school.  In  1869  he 
came  to  Kalamazoo  and  took  a  course  in  Parson's  Business  College.  Hav- 
ing previously  formed  the  purpose  to  become  a  lawyer,  he  entered  upon  a 
course  of  reading  and  study  in  the  office  of  the  late  Hon.  J.  W.  Breese. 
In  1873  he  passed  the  required  examination  and  was  a<lfnitted  to  ihf  Bar. 
Immediately  he  entered  into  practice  in  partnership  with  William  W. 
Peck,  a  relationship  that  existed  about  three  years.  At  this  time  his 
health  became  impaired,  and  he  spent  several  months  in  the  South  recu- 
perating. When  sufficiently  restored  he  returned  to  Kalamazoo  and 
resumed  practice  alone.  In  1877  he  was  elected  a  justirn  of  the  peace  and 
served  as  such  for  more  than  five  years  1  ie  was  tlien  elected  judge  of  the 
recorder's  court  and  served  four  years.  In  1890  he  was  elected  prosecut- 
ing attorney  of  Kalamazoo  county,  and  served  a  term  of  two  years.  The 
character  of  his  practice  has  been  general  and  extended  into  all  the  courts  of 
the  State.  He  has  avoided  all  cases  of  a  questionable  or  sensational  char- 
acter, and  confined  himself  to  such  as  are  consistent  with  honorable  and 
reputable  practice.  He  has  been  successful,  although  hi.<?  progress  has 
been  retarded  to  a  considerable  extent  by  ill  health.    As  a  lawyer  he  has 
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established  a  '•eputation  for  ability,  candor  as  a  rounsrlor  and  earnesiiiess 
as  an  advocate.  He  studies  the  case  of  his  client  ttntil  iic  becomes  deeply 
interested,  and  then  labors  with  zeal  and  enthusiasm  to  win  it.  His  manner 
of  argument  to  influence  a  jury  is  such  as  to  gain  their  confidence.  He  is 
so  manifestly  sincere  in  his  belief  and  candid  in  his  statements  of  facts  that 
the  jury  are  impressed  favorably  with  his  ars^nmenf-^,  Mr.  Burke  first 
entered  politics  as  a  liberal  Republican  and  supporter  of  Greeley  for  Presi- 
dent in  1872  at  the  age  of  tvvcntyrtvvo.  From  that  time  to  the  present  he 
has  been  what  might  be  termed  a  progressive  Democrat.  His  personal 
popularity  is  duly  attested  by  the  various  offices  to  which  he  has  been 
elected  when  a  majority  of  his  constituents  held  opposite  political  views. 
The  qualities  prominent  in  his  character  are  recotrnized  by  political  oppo- 
nents as»  readily  as  by  partisan  friends.  He  is  liberal-minded,  and  dis- 
plays that  courtesy  which  naturally  springs  from  genuine  kindness  of 
heart.  He  has  long  been  an  active,  influential  member  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  has  won  the  highest  honors  that 
can  be  bestowed  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  At  the  age  of 
thirty-four  he  was  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan.  Tn 
1885  he  was  the  representative  of  that  body  to  the  Sovereign  Grand 
Lodge  in  session  at  Baltimore,  and  the  following  year  was  representative 
to  the  same  body  at  Boston.  He  was  married  in  1877  to  Mary  J.  Web- 
ster, of  Detroit,  with  whom  he  lived  happily  until  her  death,  in  Febru- 
ary, 1893,  He  has  three  children,  Lawrence  N.,  Jr.,  James  Webster  and 
Leah  Maude,  all  of  them  attending  school.  Mr.  Hurke  ha^  alwav?  been 
devoted  to  the  welfare  of  his  family,  and  found  congenial  society  at 
home.  It  may  be  said  that  his  social  traits  are  here  manifested  in  the 
most  marked  degree,  and  that  his  highest  .form  of  social  enjoyment  has 
ever  been  found  around  his  own  hearthstone. 


HENRY  J.  HORRIGAN,  Ionia.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of 
the  youngest  men  in  successful  legal  practice  in  the  State.  He  was  bom 
in  Onondago  county,  New  York,  February  13,  1867.    His  parentage  may 

suggest  a  possible  practical  solution  of  the  question  of  home  nile  in  Ire- 
land. His  mother,  Susan  Clements,  was  an  English  woman,  native  of 
Liverpool ;  his  father,  Michael  Horrigan,  of  Irish  extraction,  though  born 
in  Oswego  county,  New  York.  The  family  removed  to  Michigan  in  1869 
and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Ionia  county,  remaining  there  ten  years.  They 
were  years  of  toil  and  care  and  saving  incident  to  poverty.  Every  member 
of  the  family  was  expected  to  contribute  something  to  the  common  sup- 
port, and  llenr}  \\  nked  on  the  farm  faithfully  from  the  time  he  was  able 
to  render  any  service,  attending  the  district  schools  during  a  part  of  each 
year.  In  1879  he  removed  to  Ionia  with  the  family  and  entered  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  that  city  in  which  he  pursued  the  course  of  study  to  comple- 
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tion.  He  was  not  permitted  to  attend  school  continuously.  The  same 
necessity  for  work  confronted  him  as  existed  on  the  farm.  He  met  it 
bravely,  taking  up  whatever  afforded  remuneration,  at  the  wages  offered, 
and  by  thus  helping  himself  was  enabled  to  complete  the  h^h  school 
course,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1888.  He  was  then  twenty-one 
and  ambitious  in  the  best  sense  of  that  word.  He  aspired  to  the  highest 
possible  attainments  intcHectiially.  Immediately  alter  graduating  he 
entered  tlic  law  office  of  Davis  &  2\icliolb  wlierc  he  remained  until  Janu- 
ary, 1889,  and  then  became  associated  in  the  law  with  William  O.  Web- 
ster, a  scholarly  and  successful  practitioner,  where  he  has  remained  to  the 
present.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  by  Judge  Smith  at  Ionia  in  March, 
1890.  While  prosecuting  hi^  studies  and  a-^siftinj^  his  preceptor  in  the 
otfice  work,  as  weil  as  litigation,  he  has  grown  in  knowledge  of  the  law  and 
public  favor.  If  his  "yesterday  ' '  is  not  as  long  as  that  of  some  others  he 
has  more  of  "tomorrow"  left  for  advancement.  Today  he  is  recognized 
as  an  upright  young  man  of  business,  with  a  fixed  purpose  in  life  and  com- 
mendable energy  to  achieve  it.  He  has  the  confidence  of  his  professional 
associates,  his  party  friends  and  his  townsmen  generally  He  was  elected 
("ircLiit  I'ourt  (.Commissioner  in  iSg2  and  af^ain  in  1894.  i'oiitically  he  is 
a  Republican  and  is  not  without  inclination  to  engage  in  politics.  Indeed 
his  activities  have  already  been  employed  in  promoting  the  interests  and 
organization  of  his  party  by  service  as  secretary  of  the  county  committee 
during  several  campaigns.  He  evinces  a  fraternity  spirit  by  membership 
in  Lucnlhis  T.oflge  K.  of  l\,  in  which  he  has  filled  some  of  the  chairs. 
Mr.  llorrigan  was  married  in  May,  1893,  to  Miss  Blanche,  only  child  of 
Benjamin  and  Lutia  Vosper,  of  Ionia. 


JAML:S  MrM  1 1. LAN  POWERS,  Charlotte.  Mr.  Pmvcrs  is  a  son  of  John 
R.  Powers,  a  farmer,  and  Hannah  Johnson.  His  father  s  ancestors  were 
Irish,  and  originally  settled  in  Vermont.  His  mother  was  of  Scotch 
extraction,  and  lived  in  Wyoming  county,  in  the  western  part  of  New 
York.  He  was  bom  February  17,  1848,  in  Attica  township,  Wyoming 
county.  When  three  years  old  his  father  emigrated  to  Michigan  and  settled 
in  Assyria  township,  Barry  county,  and  here  our  subject  passed  his  boyhood 
days.  He  worked  on  his  father's  farm,  and  attended  the  common  school 
in  the  winter  until  twenty  years  of  age.  From  1868  to  1876  he  taught 
school  during  the  winters,  with  the  exception  of  two  which  he  spent  in  the 
pineries.  He  worked  at  the  carpenter  trade  in  the  summer,  usually 
attcndinf^  normal  school  in  the  fall.  Many  influences  were  drawing  him  to 
ihe  law  as  a  great  liff  labor.  His  brother  was  studying  law  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  and  he  went  to  Ann  Arbor  with  him  to  stay  until  the 
brother  got  started  in  his  studies.  While  there  James  M.  became  inter> 
ested  in  the  law  himself,  and  determined  to  take  a  full  course  at  the 
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ITn!Vpr*!i'ty.  He  entered  the  Law  Department,  October  i,  1876,  and  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1878.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Char- 
lotte during  the  April  term  of  court,  1878.  He  practised  alone  for  a  time 
at  Bellevue,  and  then  removed  to  Charlotte.  He  did  a  general  law  busi- 
ness, and  practised  by  himself  until  March  i,  1894.  He  then  entered  into 
a  partner-^hi])  with  one  of  the  prominent  attorneys  of  the  central  part  of  the 
State,  under  the  firm  name  of  Powers  Stein.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  engaged  principally  in  criminal  cases.  In  some  of  these  he  has  won 
great  reputation  as  a  trial  lawyer  of  uncommon  ability  and  fertile  resources. 
In  the  arson  cases  of  The  People  vs.  Combs,  he  secured  the  acquittal  of 
the  defendant.  In  the  celebrated  conspiracy  case  of  The  People  vs. 
Jacobs  et  a!.,  in  whicli  Isadore  Jacobs  of  Albion,  and  his  brother,  Jay  M. 
Jacobs  of  Battle  Creek,  were  on  trial,  the  parties  he  defended,  were 
acquitted  as  were  also  the  wives  of  Rosen  and  Asher,  who  were  themselves 
convicted.  In  the  robbery  case  of  The  People  vs.  Wilcox  and  Thomson, 
he  was  able  to  clear  the  defendants.  The  case  of  The  People  vs.  McCaf- 
fery  on  two  counts  -  of  poisoninj|;  and  of  assault  with  attempt  to  commit 
murd«"r  —  was  a  celebrated  one,  antl  by  great  labor  and  a  wide  command 
of  all  the  resources  of  the  law  he  succeeded  in  clearmg  his  clients.  These 
cases  were  irom  Calhoun  county  and  won  him  much  favor  in  that  part  of 
the  State.  He  defended  Wolcott  in  the  well-poisoning  case,  and  had  htm 
adjudged  insane,  and  sent  to  the  Insane  Hospital  at  Ionia.  He  defended 
the  railroad  strikers  in  the  charge  brought  against  them  of  wrecking  a 
passenger  train  at  Battle  Creek  in  i8ej4.  They  were  relea.sed  on  their  own 
recognizance,  and  probably  never  will  be  brought  to  a  final  trial.  1  hrec 
who  were  arrested  and  tried  in  the  Federal  Court  on  the  charge  of  conspir- 
acy to  interfere  with  the  running  of  the  United  States  mail,  were  acquitted 
by  the  court.  In  these  cases  Mr.  Powers  appeared  as  counsel  for  the 
defendants.  He  was  Democratic  candidate  for  Circuit  Judtrc  in  189^,  and 
was  defeated  by  a  very  few  votes.  Eaton  county  has  a  Ke].)uhlican  major- 
ity of  fifteen  hundred,  but  be  gave  his  opponent  a  very  uncomlortable 
scare.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Chicago  Convention  in  1896.  He  is  a 
Ro}ral  Arch  Mason,  and  is  greatly  respected  by  his  Masonic  fraters.  He 
was  married  December  22,  1877,  to  Miss  Eliza  Davis,  of  Assyria  township, 
Barry  county.  Her  father  i'^  one  of  the  solid  and  sub'^tantial  farmers  of 
that  community.  They  have  three  sons,  LaVern<-,  aged  eighte< n,  Harold, 
thirteen,  and  Leslie,  eight.  Our  subject  is  a  man  of  ir.spirini;  energy,  and 
prepares  his  cases  with  the  utmost  carefulness,  covering  every  possible  line 
of  attack  and  defense.  He  is  a  good  cross  examiner,  a  desperate  fighter, 
and  a  formidable  opponent. 
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JAY  P,  LEE.  Lansing.  The  subject  of  thii?  *iketch  was  born  in  Wak- 
eshraa  townshipj  Kalamazoo  county,  Michigan,  April  u,  1859.  His  par- 
ents were  John  R.  Lee,  Avho  came  to  Michigan  from  the  State  of  New 
York  in  1835,  and  Sarah  M.  Foote,  who  came  from  the  same  State  with 
her  parents  in  1 837.  He  was  the  youngest  of  three  boys.  When  eighteen 
months  old  the  family  removcl  to  Branch  county  an<)  remained  there  itntil 
he  was  nineteen  years  oiH,  w  li'  u  fhey  settled  in  the  \  il^c  of  Athens,  Cal- 
houn county.  His  father  died  at  Athens  in  1885,  and  liis  rnulher  is  still 
living  there.  He  was  the  son  of  a  farmer  and  was  trained  to  work  on  the 
farm,  and  during  the  winters  attended  the  district  school  until  he  was 
fifteen  years  old.  He  then  spent  two  winters  in  the  Athens  school,  and 
afterwards  attended  the  business  college  in  Kalamazoo.  He  then  took 
charge  of  the  tat  rn  in  Branch  county,  of  u  hich  he  had  the  entire  man- 
agement until  he  was  nineteon.  He  attended  the  Union  City  high 
school,  and  was  graduated  from  the  classical  course.  For  three  years 
afterwards  he  was  in  the  University  of  Michigan  pursuing  selected  studies 
in  the  Literary  Department,  and  during  a  portion  of  the  time  attended  the 
lecture?  in  the  l  av.-  De])rirtment.  Mc  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  June, 
1884,  and  in  the  August  i'ollowiiu.j  took  a  clerkship  in  the  ofHce  of  Secre- 
tary of  State,  where  he  remained  until  the  middle  of  January,  1887.  He 
was  married  April  1 1,  1885,  to  Miss  MilUe  Ross  Graham,  the  daughter  of 
Harvey  M.  Graham,  of  Athens,  and  immediately  located  in  Lansing, 
which  has  since  been  his  home  continuously.  Upon  retiring  from  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Charles  F. 
Hammond  for  the  practice  of  the  law.  The  lcg.il  profession  has  com- 
manded his  time  and  talents  continuously  to  the  present  time.  In  1888 
and  1889  he  was  city  attorney  of  Lansing  under  a  Republican  administra- 
tion. In  March,  1890,  he  was  appointed  assistant  attorney  general  by 
Mr.  Trowbridge,  the  incumbent  of  that  office,  the  appointment  having 
been  made  tipon  the  «iit:^ge«tioii  of  Governor  Luce  and  J'ldge  Edward 
Cahill  of  the  Su|jreme  Court.  Owing  to  the  illness  of  Mr.  Trowbridge 
Mr.  Lee  had  tuil  charge  of  the  duties  appertaining  to  the  attorney  gen- 
eral's office,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Trowbridge  and  the  appointment 
of  Major  Huston  he  continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  until 
the  close  of  the  term,  December  31,  1890.  During  the  period  that  Mr. 
Lee  was  acting  assLstant  attorney  ^ener.il  he  wrote  all  of  the  opinions  of 
the  department  hut  two,  which  x'.  ere  written  by  Major  Huston  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  State  Auditors.  The  question  involved  was 
the  right  of  one  Adoniram  J.  Smith  to  the  payment  of  a  bounty  of  one 
hundred  dollars  under  Act  number  twenty-three  of  the  laws  of  1864. 
The  board  did  not  accept  the  official  opinion  of  Major  Huston  and  so  he 
wrote  a  second  one,  coverint^  substantially  the  same  {ground  as  the  first. 
The  t»oard  of  auditors  declini-v,^  to  accept  the  ojnnion  as  the  law  employed 
Mr.  Lee  to  defend  their  action,  and  disallowed  the  claim.    Whereupon  a 
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proceeding  for  mandamus  was  instituted  and  the  question  submitted  to 
the  Supreme  Court,  who=;c  der??^ion  sustained  the  action  of  the  auditors  as 
defended  by  their  special  counsel.  It  resulted  in  a  saving  approximately 
of  six  million  dollars  to  the  State,  as  the  particular  claim  was  only  one  of 
a  large  class  dependent  upon  the  same  law.  The  case  is  reported  in  8$ 
Michigan,  page  407.  Mr.  Lee  was  attorney  for  the  board  of  State  can* 
vassers  removed  frnm  offirr  bvGnvfrnnr  Rich  bccntisf*  of  the  inrorrort  and 
alleged  fraudulent  canv  as'^  of  the  vote  on  tin-  constitutional  amcndiiu  tit 
increasing  the  salaries  of  State  officers.  They  were  removed  from  orhce 
upon  quo-warranto  proceeding  and  afterwards  indicted  by  the  grand  jury 
for  foi^ery  in  making  a  false  public  record,  and  for  conspiracy  in  the  mat- 
ter of  making  a  false  canvass.  The  Secretary  of  State  was  tried  upon  the 
indictment  for  forge«y  and  defended  by  Mr.  Lee,  with  Col.  John  Atkin- 
^on  and  F.  A.  Bak'L-r,  of  Detroit,  associjitc  coniisei.  The  jury  disagreed, 
and  the  case  was  never  again  brouglit  to  trial.  He  was  counsel  for  the 
defense  in  the  Allen  Whitaker  forgery  case,  associated  with  R.  A.  Mont> 
gomery  in  a  litigation  which  continued  more  than  two  years,  and  in  which 
three  trials  were  had.  On  the  finjt  the  jury  disagreed;  on  the  second,  at 
which  Mr.  Lec  was  unable  to  be  present,  a  conviction  resulted;  upon  a 
motion  prepared  by  Mr.  Lee  a  new  trial  was  granted,  and  upon  the  third 
trial  the  jury  again  disagreed  and  the  cases  were  nol/e  prossed.  In  1894 
Mr.  Lee  acted  in  defense  of  Nelson  Bradley,  cashier  of  the  Central  Mich- 
igan Savings  Bank,  who  was  prosecuted  for  making  a  false  report  to  the 
commissioner  of  banking.  He  had  reported  his  overdrafts  at  only  half  the 
real  amount,  and  his  check=  and  cash  items  as  hs^;  thnn  ono-fourth  of  the 
actual  amount;  and  had  reported  no  rediscounts  wlien  there  were  about 
9i 80,000.  The  trial  of  this  case  lasted  a  week-  and  the  jury  returned  a 
verdict  of  not  guilty.  He  has  been  engaged  also  in  a  number  of  impor- 
tant civil  cases,  and  has  made  his  highest  reputation  as  corporate  counsel 
and  business  lawyer.  Mr.  Lee  is  successful  in  the  profession,  and  is 
withal  a  most  estimable  gentleman. 


GERRIT  JOHN  DIEKEMA,  Holland.    Mr.  Diekema  is  a  native  of 

Michig^an  and  ha'=5  bppn  a  resident  of  Holland  all  his  life.  His  parents,  W. 
Diekema  and  Hattie  Stegenian,  ucrc  born,  reared,  educated  and  martied 
in  the  Netherlands,  emigrated  to  Michigan  and  settled  at  Holland  in  1H47, 
where  they  still  reside.  His  education  was  begun  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  home  and  continued  in  Hope  College.  He  entered  the  academic 
department  of  this  institution  at  the  age  of  fourteen  and  pursued  a  regular 
course  through  thepreparaton,' and  classical  department^,  occupying  a  period 
of  eight  years,  and  was  graduated  in  iS.Si  with  tlie  dcsnee  of  A.  B, 
Nature  imparted  to  him  the  lawyer  instinct  and  his  preference  tor  the  pro- 
fession of  law  was  very  marked  even  in  childhood.    One  of  his  noteworthy 
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accompHslinncnts  as  a  boy  was  the  ability  to  speak  with  the  natural  ease 
and  t^race  of  a  trnined  orator.  On  the  completion  of  his  college  course  he 
began  reading  law  with  William  H.  I'arks,  and  soon  afterwards  entered  the 
Law  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1883.  Having  passed  the  prescribed  examination  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  at  Ann  Arbor  and  immediately  thereafter  n  turn,  d  to  Holland, 
where  he  settled  down  to  practice.  He  started  uith  tlx:  ;i'h'antage>  of  a 
{Tf-neral  and  favorable  acquaintaiicu  in  the  community;  aptiludc  i'lr  liic  pro- 
fession; the  bounding  enthusiasm  of  youth;  thorough  scholarship,  both 
literary  and  professional,  and  the  social  qualities  which  attract  friends  and 
cement  friendships.  He  was  therefore  able  to  stand  alone  from  the  begin- 
ning and  has  never  formed  a  business  partnership.  Clients  came  to  him 
and  he  counseled  with  such  evident  knowledge  of  the  law  or  managed  Hti 
gation  with  such  enerj^y  and  tact  as  to  hold  them  and  secure  other  clients. 
It  was  not  long  before  he  had  acquired  a  remunerative  practice,  general  in 
its  scope,  and  established  a  reputation  as  a  painstaking,  thorough-going 
lawyer.  He  was  successful  to  a  marked  degree  and  success  lent  wings  to 
his  reputation,  carrying  it  beyond  the  limits  of  his  county  aiul  district,  and 
securing  a  larger  clientagr.  In  fact,  it  may  be  staled  w  all  candor  that 
Mr.  DieWcma  has  made  remarkably  rapid  proj^rfss  and  gained  unusual  dis- 
tinction in  his  profession  for  a  man  of  thirty-.sevea  years.  He  has  argued 
many  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court  and  his  arguments  uniformly  disclose  a 
broad  and  comprehenstvie  grasp  of  the  principles  involved  and  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  law  applicable  to  the  case  under  discussion.  He  supports 
his  contention  by  a  lucid  statement  of  facts,  a  lojaca!  corir'^f*  of  reasnnintT 
and  a  molhodical  citation  of  authorities.  Every  argument  evinces  thorough 
preparation,  going  to  the  core  of  the  subject,  mastering  not  only  the 
generalities  but  the  specialties  and  niceties  involved.  Nature  did  much 
towards  making  him  a  la>vyer  by  implanting  the  instinct — if  the  disposition 
and  tendency  in  a  man  may  be  so  termed.  This  instinct  for  the  law  has 
been  cultivated  by  study  and  practice  until  he  is  strong  in  COUrt,  whether 
as  pleader  or  advocate.  The  gift  of  oratory  and  very  popular  social  traits 
are  responsible  for  leading  Mr.  Diekema  into  a  public  career.  In  1884  he 
was  township  superintendent  of  public  schools.  In  1885  he  was  elected 
Representative  in  the  State  Legislature  and  subsequently  re-elected  three 
times,  serving  in  all  four  terms.  In  1889  he  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the 
House,  when  only  thirty  years  of  age.  He  wa?;  an  active,  working  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature  -  -  a  law-maker  in  fact.  Some  of  the  very  important 
Statutes  of  the  Slate  were  drafted  by  him  and  others  were  enacted  chiefly 
through  his  influence.  Among  the  former  is  the  State  drainage  law  of 
1885.  He  was  chairman  of  the  judiciary  committee  of  the  House  in  1887 
and  by  the  co-operation  of  Speaker  Markey  was  laigely  responsible  for  the 
passaj:^?  of  the  liquor  law.  The  local  option  law  enacted  in  1889  was 
princii)<illv  due  to  his  intelligent,  persistent  efforts.  As  Speaker  he  was 
dignitied  and  impartial,  exhibiting  strong  executive  qualities  in  dispatching 
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the  busines'^  of  the  House  in  an  orderly  manner.  In  1893  he  was  the  can- 
didate for  attorney  general  on  the  Republican  State  ticket  and  received  one 
thousand  more  votes  than  the  head  of  the  ticket.  His  successful  compet- 
itor had  the  advantage  of  a  fusion  of  the  Democrats  and  Populbts.  In 
1894  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  State  municipal  committee,  with 
Hon.  MarTc  S.  Brewer,  of  Pnntiac,  and  Edward  F.  Conely,  of  Detroit. 
When  this  committee  organized  he  was  elected  president.  In  1895  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  Holland.  He  has  for  some  years  been  a  member  of  the 
city  board  of  education  and  one  of  the  trustees  of  Hope  College.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  State  Pioneer  Society,  and 
a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  America.  Mr.  Diekema  was  mar- 
ried in  188^  to  Mary  E.  Olcott,  a  f^rachiatc  of  Hope  CoUejre,  and  the  union 
is  blessed  with  a  son  born  in  1893,  He  possesses  remarkable  intellectual 
strength,  vigor  and  versatility;  is  both  tactful  and  resourceful,  and  withal 
a  most  companionable  gentleman,  cordial  in  manner,  sympathetic  in  dispo- 
sition. He  is  ever  regardful  of  the  rights  and  sensibilities  of  others  and 
abounds  in  the  graces  of  good  humor  and  temperate  good-fellowship. 
There  is  no  lawyer  of  his  age  in  the  State  wln-^  h,T;  a  better  standing  in  the 
profession,  and  no  man  who  lias  secured  a  firmer  place  in  the  popular 
esteem. 


JOHN  R.  CARR,  CassopoUs.  This  well-known  member  of  the  Michigan 
Bar  has  been  practising  attorney  in  the  city  of  Cassopolis  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  and  during  all  that  time  has  been  associated  with  Mr. 
M.  L.  Howell,  under  the  firm  name  of  Howell  &  Carr.  They  early  won 
a  prominent  position  among  the  law  firms  of  that  part  of  the  State,  which 
they  have  held  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Carr  came  originally  from  North 
St.  Eleanor's,  Prince  Edward  Island,  Canada,  where  he  was  born  May  18, 
1641.  His  parents,  Hugh  Carr  and  Sophia  Owen  Ramsey,  were  both 
natives  of  the  island,  though  of  Scotch  and  Scotch-English  origin.  His 
paternal  ancestors  came  directly  to  the  island  from  Scotland  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  But  the  Owens  tarried  both  in  Eng- 
land and  in  North  Carolina,  where  they  had  become  quite  ;i  pciueiliii  and 
influential  family  at  the  outbreak  of  the  American  Revoluuon.  In  that 
exciting  struggle  they  were  found  on  the  losing  side,  and  loyalty  to  the 
King  made  them  so  thoroughly  unpopular  in  the  new  Republic  that  removal 
into  some  part  of  British  America  seemed  an  absolute  necessity.  Accord- 
ingly we  find  the  Owens  and  Ram.seys  removinj^  to  Prince  Edward  Island 
immediately  after  the  recognition  of  the  liuiepeiulence  of  the  United 
States,  and  there  they  are  now  found  active  and  useful  citizens  of  the 
Dominion  of  Canada.  There  Sophia  Owen  Ramsey  was  born,  reared,  edu- 
cated and  married,  and  there  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  bom  and  grew 
to  manhood  under  the  parental  roof-tree.    When  he  bad  attained  the  age 
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of  twciity-tw  o.  he  saw  quite  cle.irly  that  thi'  Island  ciid  not  afford  the  same 
opportunity  for  aspiring  and  capable  young  rricn  liiat  was  found  in  the 
"States/*  He  came  into  Michigan  in  search  of  that  opportunity,  and 
began  his  career  in  this  country  by  teaching  a  district  school  in  Van  Buren 
county.  H  was  a  country  school  teacher  for  some  two  years,  and  while 
doing  the  work  of  a  pedafTogue  he  enrolled  himself  as  a  student  in  the  high 
school  at  Decatur,  tcachin;.^'^  winters  and  atten<iing  school  spring  and  fall. 
He  was  thus  employed  for  three  years,  when  he  found  hiimelf  ready  to 
take  up  the  study  of  law,  which  to  him  was  not  an  irksome  task.  He  was 
taken  into  the  office  of  Parkhurst  &  Foster,  prominent  attorneys  at  Deca- 
tur, who  recog  iized  the  especial  fitness  of  the  young  teacher  for  the  legal 
pi  ofession,  and  did  their  best  to  encourage  him  in  preparation  for  it.  He 
continued  with  them  for  some  two  years;  then  entered  the  Law  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan  and  was  graduated  in  1870,  receiving 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  immediately  established  himself  at 
Cassopolis  and  formed  a  law  partnership  with  M.  L.  Howell,  which  has 
continued  unbroken  to  the  present  day.  Between  him  and  his  partner  there 
exists  the  warme=;t  friendship.  They  have  occupied  the  samr  rooms  in  the 
sam<  building  since  iH/O,  and  there  is  no  prospect  of  any  niiincdiate  dis- 
solution uf  these  pleasant  relations.  Mr.  Carr  takcA  much  interest  in  the 
fortunes  of  the  various  local  fraternities,  and  his  name  and  active  labors 
belong  to  several  prominent  orders.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  of  the  United  Workmen.  He  is  in  the  Foresters,  and  also  in 
the  order  of  the  Golden  Crn<;=:  and  is  a  Maccabcc.  As  a  churchman  he  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Presbyterian  denomination  both  bv  membei  ship  and  b\-  t"i  veyears 
spentint  eofiiceof  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School.  ADemocratin  his 
political  affiliations,  he  has  not  taken  a  very  active  part  in  party  affairs,  and 
allows  nothing  to  interfere  with  his  work  as  a  lawyer.  That  is  his  business 
in  life,  and  to  it  he  gives  all  the  enei^es  of  heart  and  soul.  And  in  the 
law  he  ha^  done  well,  ITe  lias  made  a  reputation  as  a  careful,  painstaking, 
conscientious  lawyer,  who  not  only  marshals  all  the  facts  and  principles  of 
law  in  defense  of  his  case,  but  presents  them  in  the  most  impressive  way 
to  the  judge  and  jury.  Mr.  Carr  was  married  in  1868  to  Miss  Olive  Lyie, 
daughter  of  John  and  Ann  (Armstrong)  Lyle,  of  Paw  Paw,  Michigan.  His 
wife  died  in  the  month  of  October,  1894,  leaving  three  children,  Mae, 
Bessie  and  Carlisle. 


THOMAS  O'HARA,  Benton  Harbor.  At  this  writing  Ex-Judge  Thomas 
O' Hara  represents  the  United  States  as  Consul  at  San  Juan  del  Norte, 

Nicaragua,  a  post  to  which  he  was  appointed  by  the  President  in  [894. 
He  is  a  fine  specimen  of  the  American  boy  who  aspires  and  has  the  talents, 
industry  and  will  to  achieve.  His  parents,  John  O'Hara  and  Catherine 
McKenna,  had  their  nativity  in  Ireland;  the  former  was  bom  in  1831  and 
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came  over  to  New  York  in  1848;  the  latter  was  born  in  1837  and  came  to 
the  State  of  New  York  with  her  pri'ent?  in  1846.  John  O'TTara  and 
Catheniu-  McKcnna  u-cn:  manic-d  at  Hatavia,  New  York,  in  11-^54  and 
Thomas,  tiie  j^ubject  oi  this  biograpliy,  was  one  of  their  nine  ctiildrcn,  anci 
their  eldest  son.  He  was  bom  at  LeRoy,  Genesee  county,  New  York, 
March  9,  1856.  When  he  was  six  years  of  age  the  family  removed  to 
Wisconsin  aTid  for  eight  years  resided  successively  in  Sheboygan,  Waubeka, 
Boltonvillt  and  Ncwburg.  In  1870  his  father  was  elected  principal  nf  the 
third  ward  school  in  Manitowoc,  and  settled  in  liiat  city  wiierc  he  Ims  con- 
tinued to  reside.  Thomas  lived  at  home  and  attended  school  as  much  as 
possible  until  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  was  a  manly  boy,  quite  capable  of 
independent  action  and  resolute  in  the  execution  of  a  purpose.  It  was  not 
the  spirit  of  adventure  so  much  as  the  desire  to  support  himself  which 
prompted  him  at  that  early  age  to  ship  as  cabin  boy  on  the  propellrr 
General  H.  £.  Paine  in  the  spring  of  1871.  Residence  in  lake  ports  had 
afforded  him  opportunity  to  be  enticed  by  the  excitement  at  the  wharf  to 
test  the  mysterious  charm  with  which  a  sailor's  life  is  invested.  For  eleven 
years  he  sailed  the  upper  lakes  as  cabtn  boy,  porter,  steward  and  clerk,  and 
then  he  was  ready  to  settle  down  as  a  landsman  to  cngiigc  in  the  practice 
of  law,  which  he  had  studied  severa!  winters  during  the  ^jea^on  when  navi- 
gation was  closed.  Soon  after  reaching  his  majority — iViay  3,  1877,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Barrett,  a  native  of  Leicester,  England,  and  estab- 
lished his  home  at  St.  Joseph,  Michigan.  He  began  the  study  of  law  the 
next  autumn  after  his  marriage  in  the  office  of  N.  A.  Hamilton  and  in 
March,  iSPo,  wa?5  admitted  to  the  Bar.  He  wns  n  candidate  the  same  year, 
on  the  Democratic  ticket,  for  Circuit  Court  Commissioner,  Inil  u<  iit  down 
to  defeat  with  his  party.  In  November,  1880,  he  formed  a  partnership  for 
the  practice  of  law  in  St.  Joseph  with  Clarence  A.  Webster,  but  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  firm  followed  at  the  end  of  the  first  year.  In  1882  he  was 
elected  county  clerk  by  a  majority  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  over 
the  Republican  candidate,  and  in  1884  he  waf5  rc-clcctcd  by  a  majority 
more  than  three  hundred  larger.  In  each  of  these  elections  liis  \i>te  was 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  larger  than  that  cast  for  his  party  ticket — a  re>>ult 
indicative  of  his  personal  popularity.  The  next  biennial  election  was 
favorable  to  the  Republican  party  and  he  was  defeated.  In  1887  Mr. 
O'Hara  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Second  Judicial  Circuit,  defeating  Hon. 
Gcor<»e  S.  Clapp  by  a  majority  of  over  eight  hundred  in  the  district  and 
receiving  a  majority  of  eleven  hundred  and  forty-one  in  Bemen  county.  He 
presided  on  the  Bench  one  term  of  six  years  and  discharged  the  judicial 
duties  with  due  regard  to  the  enforcement  of  law,  the  rights  of  litigants 
and  the  promotion  of  the  public  welfare.  It  is  a  singular  fact  that  at  the 
time  of  his  election  to  the  office  of  Circuit  Judge  he  had  never  tried  a  case 
in  the  Circuit  Court ;  and  yet  his  record  ver\'  soon  demonstrated  his  peculiar 
fitness  for  the  work.  His  mental  constitution  was  such  as  gave  him  acute 
perception  and  discriminating  judgment.    He  was  dignified  in  bearing, 
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impartial  in  his  rulings  and  courteous  in  demeanor  toward  the  Bar.  He 
exhibited  remarkable  faculty  for  the  dispatch  of  business,  and  cases  on  his 
docket  were  not  allowed  to  gather  diisi  and  cobwebs,  ur  become  notorious 
by  frequent  continuances.  His  industry  appeared  to  be  without  limit. 
During  his  term  he  disposed  of  six  hundred  contested  cases,  and  thirteen 
hundred  cases  altogether.  Soon  after  his  election  to  the  Bench  he  wrote 
a  letter  advising  his  friends  in  Berrien  county  to  vote  for  local  option, 
which  was  submitted  to  thi  i  lectors  at  a  special  election  held  in  February, 
1888,  and  the  proposition  carried  m  tliat  county  by  a  majority  of  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-three,  whereas  at  the  election  one  year  before  the 
majority  in  favor  of  prohibition  was  only  sixty  votes.  He  called  a  grand 
jury  in  1888  and  again  in  1890  to  inquire  into  violations  of  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  the  liquor  traffic,  a  measure  that  had  not  been  resorted  to  by  any 
judge  in  the  county  for  twenty  years.  He  was  nominated  for  re-election 
in  1893  but  defeated  by  the  opposition  of  narrow  bigots  because  of  his 
membership  in  the  Koman  Catholic  Church.  The  secret  order  of  A.  P,  A. 
contributed  much  to  the  result.  Judge  O'Hara  located  in  Berrien  Springs 
in  1882  where  he  lived  for  several  years.  After  retiring  from  the  Bench  he 
opened  an  office  for  practice  in  Benton  Harbor  in  partnership  with  Samuel 
H.  Kellcy.  This  was  continued  until  December,  1894,  when  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Cleveland  to  the  yiost  of  U.  S.  Consul  at  San  Juan 
del  Norte,  Nicaragua.  Judge  O'Hara  has  a  fine,  expressive  face,  a  warm 
and  generous  heart  and  affable  manners.  He  is  the  life  of  his  social  circle 
and  deserves  the  host  of  friends  which  his  kindly  disposition  and  good 
nature  have  bound  to  him.  He  has  three  children,  a  daughter,  Isabel,  and 
two  sons,  Barratt  and  Frank. 


JAMES  0*HARA,  St.  Joseph.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  July 
2C),  i860,  at  Leroy,  Genesee  county,  New  York.  He  is  the  brother  of 
Thomas  O'Hara  of  Benton  Harbor,  the  subject  of  the  preceding  sketch. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Wisconsin.  At  the  age  of  eleven 
he  began  sailing  on  the  lakes,  following  this  calling  during  the  summer  sea- 
son for  fourteen  years.  During  the  winters  he  attended  school,  and  in 
1877  commenced  to  teach  district  schools  in  Manitowoc  county,  Wiscon- 
sin. He  taught  there  six  winter  terms.  In  the  winter  of  1880,  while 
engaged  in  teachinf^,  he  began  the  study  of  law,  horrouing  books  from  the 
law  firm  of  Eslabrook  &  Walker,  of  Manitowoc.  In  the  fall  of  1882  he 
ci\tcied  tlic  office  of  this  firm  and  remained  with  them  until  the  following 
spring.  In  the  fall  of  1883  he  entered  the  law  office  of  N.  A.  Hamilton 
at  St.  Joseph  and  remained  with  him  until  the  spring  of  1884.  In  the  fall 
of  the  same  year  he  again  entered  Mr.  Hamilton's  office  and  remained 
with  him  until  Jannary  26,  1885 ,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Berrien 
Sprii^.    After  admission  he  opened  an  office  at  Manitowoc.  Subse- 
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quently  he  accrpterl  the  position  o£  admiralty  clerk  in  the  offire  of  Schuy- 
ler &  Kremcr,  ni  irino  lawyers,  at  Chicago,  where  he  rrmained  until  the 
spring  of  lS86.  in  July  oi  that  year  he  entered  the  uftice  of  DeLong  & 
Fellows,  at  Muskegon,  and  Mr.  Fellows  retiring  from  the  firm  within  a 
month  thereafter,  Mr.  O'llara  remained  with  Mr.  DeLong,  and  the  next 
year  entered  into  partnership  with  him  under  the  firm  name  of  DeLong  & 
O'Hara.  The  partnership  continued  until  August  }.  !Ho3,  and  during  it<i 
continuance  was  one  of  the  best  known  law  firms  in  western  Michigan. 
Nelson  DeLung,  as  an  advocate  at  that  time,  had  no  superior  at  the  Bar  of 
western  Michigan.  After  the  dissolution  of  the  firm  Mr.  O'Hara  con- 
tinued to  practice  in  Muskegon  until  December  26,  18^,  when  he  removed 
to  Berrien  county  to  take  his  brother's  place  in  the  firm  of  O'Hara  & 
Kelley,  at  Ronton  Harbor.  He  remained  at  Benton  Harbor  until  April  |,  t 
1895,  when  he  dis.solved  the  partnership  of  O'Hara  &  KcUcy,  and  removed 
tu  St.  Joseph  where  by  his  energy  he  has  built  up  a  business  that  is  not 
excelled  In  southwestern  Michigan.  Mr.  O'Hara  has  conducted  many 
important  cases  and  has  met  with  success.  His  most  important  case  at 
the  circuit  was  defending  the  cases  of  the  People  vs.  Mary  Hughson, 
tried  in  the  Musker^on  circuit  in  June,  1895.  She  was  charged  with  the 
murder  of  her  husband  by  arsenical  poisoning,  and  fifty-one  witnesses 
testified  on  behalf  of  the  people  and  but  one  on  behalf  of  the  prisoner,  that 
one  being  herself.  The  trial  lasted  seventeen  days  and  resulted  in  a  ver- 
dict of  acquittal.  He  not  only  has  had  an  extensive  practice  at  the  circuit, 
but  also  in  the  Supreme  Court.  In  nearly  every  volume  of  the  reports 
from  the  74lh  Michiq-an  to  the  la'^t  volume  of  the  Northwestern  are  reports 
of  one  or  more  cases  tried  by  him.  Socially  he  is  popular  and  Is  a  mem- 
ber of  many  societies.  He  is  a  leading  spirit  in  the  Order  of  Elks,  in  the 
Maccabees,  Knights  of  Pythias  and  in  the  Odd  Fellows.  In  politics  he 
has  always  been  a  Democrat.  He  was  an  alternate  delegate  at  large  to 
the  Chicago  Democratic  Convention  in  1896.  In  the  c.Tmpnir^n  of  1894 
he  wa«  the  nominee  of  the  Democratic  State  Coii\  cntion  for  the  otllce  of 
attorney  general  and  was  defeated  that  fail  with  the  rest  of  the  State  ticket. 
On  May  22,  1889,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Florenee  Palmer,  daughter  of 
Abel  B.  and  Martha  (Rowe)  Palmer,  residents  of  Muskegon.  He  has  two 
children,  Chester,  aged  six,  and  Irene,  ^d  two. 


JACOB  J.  VAN  RIPER,  St.  Joseph.  Judge  Van  Riper  is  among  the 
older  attorneys  of  the  southwestern  part  of  the  State,  having  been  in  prac- 
tice more  than  a  third  of  a  century,  principally  in  Cass  and  Berrien  coun- 
ties. He  is  a  native  of  Haverstraw,  New  York,  and  reckons  his  age  from 
the  eisrhth  d;iy  of  March,  1838.  His  parents  were  John  A.  and  Leah 
(Zabriskie)  Van  Riper,  both  natives  of  New  Jersey.  They  were  both 
reared  to  maturity  near  Paterson,  where  they  were  married.    They  lived 
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some  years  in  New  York  City,  came  into  Michigan  in  1856,  atu!  at  once 
located  in  Cass  county,  where  the  elder  Van  Riper  engaged  in  tlie  manu- 
facture of  woolen  goods,  erecting  one  of  the  Brst  factories  for  that  busines^i 
in  that  part  of  the  State.  He  possessed  a  rich  inventive  genius,  and  per- 
fected, among  other  machines,  one  of  the  first  power  looms  for  the  weaving 
of  ingrain  carpets,  a  work  which  had  hitherto  been  done  mostly  by  hand. 
This  invention  was  perfected  in  185 1,  and  immediately  wrounfht  a  radical 
revoliitiiiii  if)  the  manufacture  of  these  floods.  Mr.  Van  Riper  was  of  the 
old  Knickerbocker  stock  of  New  York,  ihat  came  originally  from  Holland. 
Leah  Zabriskie  belonged  to  a  Polish  family  that  had  settled  in  New  Jer- 
sey several  generations  before.  Their  son,  the  subject  of  this  writing,  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the  city  of  New  York,  until  he  had 
reached  the  at^c  of  eighteen.  He  then  attended  the  Collegiate  Institute 
at  Charlottesville,  New  York.  The  removal  of  the  family  to  Michigan 
brougiit  him  with  his  parents  into  the  State.  In  i860  he  entered  the  Law 
Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  remained  one  year,  when 
his  course  was  broken  off  by  the  Civil  War.  He  entered  the  service  of 
the  Government  in  the  Internal  Revenue  Department,  and  was  appointed 
Deputy  Collector  of  Cass  county,  lioldintj  t-hi*;  position  throitjrhout  the  war. 
Meanwhile  he  had  complcletl  his  law  studies  in  tlie  office  of  Clark  &  Spen- 
cer, of  Dowagiac,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  the  winter  of  1862-3. 
In  connection  with  the  duties  of  his  position  in  the  Revenue  service  he 
b^n  the  practice  of  the  law,  and  in  1865  gave  up  all  other  work  to  devote 
himself  entirely  to  his  profession.  In  1867  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  State  Constitutional  Convention,  and  took  an  active  part  in  framing  a 
new  organic  law  of  the  State.  He  was  on  the  judiciary  committee,  and 
also  on  the  committee  on  bill  of  rights.  With  one  exception,  he  was  the 
youngest  member  of  that  convention,  but  he  acquitted  himself  with  much 
credit  and  exercised  an  influence  in  shaping  its  councils  far  beyond  his 
years.  Judge  Van  Riper  removed  to  Buchanan  in  1870,  and  six  years 
later  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  county,  and  was  re-elected  in 
1S78,  serving  four  years  in  all.  He  was  appointed  Regent  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  by  Governor  Crosswell,  in  1879,  and  continued  to 
serve  the  State  in  this  capacity  for  six  years.  In  1880  he  was  elected  by 
popular  vote  attorney  general  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  re-elected  in 
1882,  filling  this  office  for  four  years.  During  all  this  time  he  continued  to 
practice  law  at  Buchanan  and  later  at  Niles,  until  his  e!rction  to  the  office 
of  Probate  Judge  in  1892,  to  which  he  was  re-elected  in  JMovembcr  1896. 
This  position  he  still  fills  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  peo- 
ple. During  all  these  years  Judge  Van  Riper  has  been  principally  and 
entirely  a  lawyer,  entering  into  no  business  enterprises  of  any  kind  that 
would  interfere  with  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  politics  he  has 
taken  an  earnest  and  active  part  in  behalf  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
has  been  honored  by  that  party  on  many  occasions.  He  was  married  in 
l8s8  to  Miss  Emma  Bronner,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Norton) 
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Bronncr,  residents  of  the  vicinity  of  Utica,  New  York.  They  are  the 
parents  of  one  son  and  two  daughters,  ail  living.  The  son.  Cassius  M.,  is 
now  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  at  St.  Joseph.  One  daughter,  Luelia, 
is  the  wife  of  A.  A.  Worthington,  attorney  at  law,  at  Buchanan,  Michi- 
gan. The  other  daughter,  Ada,  is  unmarried,  and  resides  at  home  with 
her  parents. 


SAMUEL  HARLAN  KELLEY,  Benton  Harbor.  Mr.  Kelley  has  been 
a  member  of  the  legal  profession  since  1884.  He  is  a  native  of  Marion, 
Indiana,  where  he  was  born  March  27,  1861.    He  is  a  son  of  Henry  S. 

Kelley  and  Adelia  Harlan.  His  father  was  born  ht  the  cily  of  Cincinnati, 
and  his  muther  in  Marion.  The  Kelley  family  came  originally  trom  Scot- 
land, the  great-grand  lather  of  this  subject  being  a  native  of  tliat  country. 
He  emigrated  thence  to  the  north  of  Ireland,  where  our  subject's  grand- 
father was  born  in  the  city  of  Limerick.  Mr.  Kelley's  father  was  for 
many  years  a  member  of  the  great  law  firm  of  Kelley,  Craig  &  Crosby, 
known  and  respected  throughout  the  State  o''  Mi^sonri.  Judge  Henry  S. 
Keilty  WHS  nm:  of  the  best  known  lawyers  and  jurists  of  that  State,  and 
stood  among  ihc  very  first  members  of  his  profession.  He  entered  Mis- 
souri in  1866,  and  established  himself  in  the  city  of  St.  Joseph.  Here  he 
was  elected  to  the  Circuit  Bench  in  1870,  having  previously  served  one 
term  in  the  same  capacity  in  Indiana  on  the  Marion  Circuit.  He  was 
twnce  re-elcctcd  in  Missouri,  servility  n-;  Circuit  Judge  for  eighteen  ycar-^  in 
the  St.  Joseph  district.  As  a  RcjMibiican  he  was  on  the  unpopular  side, 
and  was  finally  defeated  in  the  Democratic  landslide  of  on  the  occa- 

sion of  his  fourth  candidacy.  He  has  written  several  works  on  criminal 
and  civil  law  that  have  received  high  commendation  from  the  profession 
generally.  He  is  now  Lecturer  on  Criminal  Law  at  the  State  University, 
and  was  etnployed  by  the  Assembly  to  revise  and  edit  the  statutes  of  the 
State  relating  to  criminal  procedure.  He  is  one  of  the  contributing 
editors  of  the  Central  Law  Journal  of  St.  Louis.  The  Kelley  family  is 
related  to  the  Indiana  Wallaces,  Governor  Wallace,  the  father  of  Gen. 
Lew  Wallace,  being  first  cousin  to  Judge  Kelley.  The  Harlan  and  Hen- 
ricks  families  are  intimately  related.  Justice  Harlan,  of  the  United  Stales 
Supreme  Court,  and  Senator  Harlan,  of  Iowa,  arc  among  the  immediate 
relatives  of  the  mother  of  our  subject.  Thus  it  will  be  readily  seen  that 
he  comes  of  a  good  and  vigorous  family  stock,  and  it  is  high  praise  that  he 
has  done  it  no  discredit.  Mr.  Kelley  received  his  earlier  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Savannah  and  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  entered  the  State  University  at  Columbia,  where  he  remained 
three  years.  Tn  the  last  year  of  his  college  course  he  received  an  appoint- 
ment to  a  position  in  the  Treasury  at  Washington,  D.  C,  and  thin  posi- 
tion he  held  for  four  years.  While  still  a  student  in  the  University  he  had 
34 
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made  extensive  researches  into  the  mysteries  of  the  law,  undier  the  tutor- 
ship of  his  father,  wlicncvcr  the  annual  \'ncatinn  gave  time  and  oppor- 
tunity. These  !^tudies  he  continued  while  in  the  Treasur)'  Department, 
and  he  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  Columbian  University  in  18S2. 
In  1884  he  was  graduated  with  the  d^ree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  The  next 
year  he  rescued  his  place  in  the  Treasury  to  take  the  chief  clerkship  in  the 
United  Sutes  Land  Office  at  Wakeeney,  Kansas.  In  1886  he  left  the 
Government  service  to  engage  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Scott  (  it)',  Kansa*;.  Two  years  later  he  returned  to  St.  Joseph.  Missouri, 
and  continued  in  business  there  nntil  1893.  That  year  he  removed  to 
Benton  Harbor,  and  entered  almost  immediately  upon  a  large  and  varied 
practice.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  corporation  law,  and  is  regarded  as  a 
master  of  this  branch  of  the  profession.  He  came  into  Michigan  as 
attorney  for  the  Big  Four  Railroad,  and  acts  in  a  similar  capacity  for 
several  large  corporations  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  being  also  the 
general  attorney  for  the  St.  Joseph  Valley  Railway.  He  has  taken  a 
a  leading  part  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 
He  is  a  worker  for  the  party,  not  only  on  the  stump,  but  in  the  con- 
ventions and  councils  of  the  leading  men  of  the  organization,  and  his 
advice  is  always  heard  and  often  heeded.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Julia  Graham,  May  4th,  1887,  a  daughter  of  Geoi^e  and  Mary^'Kim- 
mel)  Graham,  of  Berrien  Springs,  Michigan.  They  are  the  parents  of 
three  daughters,  and  constitute  a  charming  family. 


VICTOR  M.  GORE.  Kenton  Har}),ir.  Mr.  Gore  is  Illinois  born  and 
bred,  and  belongs  to  a  family  that  holds  a  high  position  in  the  great  prai- 
rie State.  There  he  was  bom  in  the  pleasant  village  of  Plainview,  Macou- 
pin county,  September  29,  1858.  His  parents  were  David  and  Cinderella 
(Keller)  Gore,  both  natives  of  Kentucky.  Ti  e  G  -res  were  of  English  ori- 
f^in.  while  the  Kellers  came  from  Germany.  The  Genes  appear  in  colonial 
history  as  e-arly  as  the  opening-  years  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  were 
intimately  identified  with  the  atlairs  of  Massachusetts.  At  a  later  period 
a  branch  of  the  family  removed  to  Virginia,  and  finally  located  in  Ken- 
tucky, where  the  father  of  our  subject  was  bom.  He  did  not  long  remain 
in  ihr  blue  grass  country,  but  came  into  Illinois  with  his  parents  when 
only  about  eight  year":  old.  His  early  boyhood  was  passed  in  Madison 
county.  In  1850  he  removed  to  Macoupin  county,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  He  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  farming,  having  acquired  an 
extensive  property  at  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War.  His 
strong  character  soon  made  its  impression  on  the  community,  and  he 
became  one  of  the  representative  men  of  his  section.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  State  Senate  for  some  years,  and  was  for  a  long  period  active  and 
influential  in  the  State  board  of  s^cutture.    For  four  years  he  served  as 
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the  president  of  this  important  organizHtioii.  At  the  picsent  writing  he  is 
the  Auditor  of  the  State  of  Illinois.    The  family  ol  tlie  mother  of  our 
subject  came  from  Germany  something  over  a  hundred  years  ^oand  made 
their  first  home  in  Virginia.    They  did  not  remain  there  long  but  came 
across  the  mountains  and  located  in  Kentucky.    And  there  Cinderella 
Keller,  mothrr  of  the  sub;ect  of  this  sketch  was  horn.     Like  her  future 
husband,  slic  did  not  long  continue  her  residence  there,  but  catnc  while 
still  very  young  with  her  parents  into  Illinois,  where  she  still  resides. 
Victor  M.  Gore  was  quite  thoroughly  trained  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  county,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  was  admitted  into  Blackburn 
University,  a  well  known  institution  of  learning  at  Carlinville,  Illinois.  He 
was  a  student  for  five  years  in  this  excellent  school,  and  graduated  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  ot  Arts.     During  the  last  year  of  his  college 
course  he  had  already  begun  the  study  of  law,  and  as  soon  as  he  had 
graduated  at  Carlinville,  he  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan.    This  was  in  1880,  and  two  years  later  he  was  graduated 
from  that  institution  with  honors.    His  class  evinced  appreciation  of  his 
marked  ability  by  clrrtinjiy  him  as  its  akimni  orator.     Mr.  Gore  entered 
Upon  the  practice  ol  his  profession  at  Minneapolis,  and  almost  immediately 
won  recognition,  not  only  for  his  ability  as  a  general  practitioner  of  the 
law,  but  for  the  mastery  of  legal  lore.    In  1890  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
located  at  Benton  Harbor,  where  he  has  since  remained.    Here  his  prac- 
tice has  grown  rapidly.    He  has  been  connected  with  many  important  liti- 
gated cases.     Thonp;h  always  active  and  busy,   he  finds  much  time  to 
devote  to  the  general  interests  of  the  community  and  is  a  leading  spirit  in 
the  political  activities  of  his  county,  district  and  State.    He  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Republican  party  in  his  part  of  the  State, 
and  his  voice  is  heard  on  the  hustings  during  every  campaign.    He  is  an 
able  and  interestinj^  speaker,  -nid  is  considered  one  of  the  risinf^  young 
men  of  the  day.     He  ha.s  p  irtit  ipatcd  influi  iiti.^lly  as  a  delegate  in  recent 
State  conventions  of  his  party  and  had  the  honor  to  preside  over  the 
largest  and  most  intensely  interesting  of  such  conventions  held  for  many 
years.    This  was  the  Republican  State  convention  of  1896  assembled  in 
Grand  Rapids  and  continuing  for  two  days.    The  enthusiasm  incident  to 
Mr.  Gore's  election  as  president  wa-S  renewed  again  during  the  delivery  o( 
his  admirable  political  address  on  taking  tlu  chair.    The  speech  was  pub- 
lished in  full  and  widely  circulated.    Leading  newspapers  pronounced  it 
"eloquent,  brilliant  and  logical,  commanding  the  closest  attention  of  the 
thirty-five  hundred  people  present  and  eliciting  rounds  of  applause."  It 
was  said  the  convention  "went  wild"  over  some  of  his  happy  allusions  and 
eloquent  periods.     Mr.  Gore  is  hanpily  married,  Miss  Clara  Whltakcr,  a 
resident  of  Carlinville,  Illinois,  becoming  his  wife.  Aiit^ust   17,  1882.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Virgmia  (Bennetj  VVhitaker,  and  herself  the 
mother  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 
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WILLIAM  C.  HICKS,  Benton  Harbor.  Mr.  Hicks  isii  British  American 
by  birth,  but  a  thorough-going  American  in  spirit  and  temper.-  His 
earliest  childhood,  and  indeed  his  entire  life  to  young  manhood,  was  spent 
in  London,  Ontario,  where  he  remained  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen years.  His  parent';  were  John  and  Elizabeth  (Campbell)  Hicks.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  County  Armagh,  in  thr  niitthern  part  of  Ireland, 
but  his  mother  was  Canadian  born  and  bred.  1  lie  subject  of  this  writing 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Ontario  until  he  had  passed  his  eighteenth 
year.  He  was  attracted  by  the  legal  profession  and  devoted  some  time  to 
preparation  for  it  after  leaving  school.  But  the  christian  ministry  drew 
him  still  more  powerfuHy.  and  for  the  ensuing  fifteen  years  he  wa?  actively 
engaged  m  tlx  niiijistiy  of  the  Advent  Church.  The  must  of  this  time 
was  spent  ui  tlie  work  of  that  denomination  in  Indiana  and  Michigan. 
While  in  the  pastorate  at  Union  City,  Indiana,  he  discovered  such  a 
change  in  his  religious  views  that  he  felt  he  could  not  longer  continue  min- 
isterial work.  He  accordingly  resigned  from  his  pastorate  and  from  the 
ministry  of  his  church,  and  returned  to  the  study  of  the  law,  to  which  he  had 
partially  committed  himself  fifteen  years  before.  He  was  enrolled  as  a 
^ludcut  in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  Freeman  Church,  at  LaPorte,  Indiana, 
and  after  a  somewhat  brief  term  of  apprenticeship  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  that  city  in  1884.  There  he  at  once  began  the  practice  of  his  new 
profession,  but  after  a  little  over  a  year  located  himself  anew  in  Berrien 
conntv.  Michigan.  Since  that  time  he  has  remained  at  Benton  Harbor, 
caniesiiy  anti  successfully  engaged  in  legal  business.  The  fact  that  he  has 
served  as  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  for  two  years,  evidences  Uic  popular 
estimation  of  his  knowledge  of  the  law,  as  well  as  his  capacity  and  sturdy 
character  as  a  man.  He  has  also  served  as  city  attorney  for  Benton  Har< 
bor,  and  has  been  solicited  to  be  a  candidate  for  other  important  positions ; 
but  he  1*^  satisfied  with  hi?  practice  and  feels  that  his  profession  is  a  world 
large  enough  for  all  the  energies  that  he  can  possibly  exercise.  He  there- 
fore holds  himself  quite  aloof  from  office-seeking,  and  devotes  his  time 
entirely  to  his  profession.  In  it  he  has  developed  a  very  general  practice, 
and  has  been  connected  in  one  way  or  another  with  nearly  all  the  important 
litigation  that  has  taken  place  in  Berrien  county  during  the  last  twelve 
years.  As  a  member  of  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows  he  has  been  active  and 
influential,  and  during  the  twenty-five  years  in  which  he  has  been  a  worker 
in  that  society  he  has  filled  in  succession  all  the  chairs  in  the  Lodge  with 
which  he  has  been  connected.  Politically,  Mr.  Hicks  has  been  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  aimed  to  be  an  exponent  of  its  most 
sacred  and  vital  Jeffersonian  principles.  Consequently  when  the  Demo- 
cratic party  deserted  those  high  ideals,  and  took  up  other  and  fas  he 
believed)  baser  notions,  he  felt  that  he  could  no  longer  march  under  its 
banners,  and  so  transferred  his  allegiance  to  the  People's  party  of  the 
United  States — a  party  which  he  regards  as  representing  to-day  both 
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Jcffcrsonian  Democracy  and  Lincolnian  Republicanism.  Personally  our 
subject  has  an  attractive  presence,  and  is  a  popular  speaker,  who'5e  oratory 
is  in  Ueiuand  not  only  on  the  stump  during  political  campaigns,  but  also  on 
the  lecture  platform. 


EDWARD  E.  ANNI':KE,  Bay  City.  Mr.  Anneke.  though  of  Michigan 
birth,  is  of  Prussian  parentage  and  ancestry.  His  ancestors  were  brave 
men,  imbued  with  a  love  of  personal  liberty  and  hatred  of  tyranny;  who 
had  respect  for  lawfully  constituted  authority,  but  did  not  believe  that  the 
divine  right  of  kings"  gave  them  authority  to  oppress .  their  subjects. 
They  were  men  of  strong  conviction'^  rind  dniinth^^s  co\iragc,  who  did  not 
hesitate  to  favor  revnhttion  as  the  reiiK  dy  tr.i  despotism  in  their  native 
land.  When  tliat  iailed  they  sought  asylum  in  the  land  dedicated  to  free- 
dom in  which  a  revolution  had  succeeded.  Having  fought  in  the  Father- 
land  for  some  political  rights  of  subjects  under  a  monarchy,  they  Avere 
qualified  to  accept  the  larger  liberties  and  perform  the  more  responsible 
dutie*!  of  citizenship  under  a  republic.  Hon,  Emil  Anneke  was  borM 
at  Dortmund,  Pius^a,  December  13,  1824,  and  died  at  Bay  City,  Michi- 
gan, Oct.  22,  1888.  He  entered  the  gymnasium  at  Dortmund  when  he 
was  ten  years  of  age,  passed  examination  to  the  University  of  Berlin, 
where  he  studied  higher  mathematics,  natural  science  and  law ;  was  grad- 
uated, travelled  through  Germany  and  Austria  and  over  the  continent  of 
Europe  generally;  was  practisin<_^  law  in  1848,  when  the  rebellion  was 
inaugurated;  was  an  active  participant  and  an  officer  in  that  attempted 
revolution,  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of  freeing  Germany.  When  the 
rebellion  failed  he  came  to  America  with  Carl  Schurx,  Alfred  Stgel  and 
others  whose  advanced  thought  and  love  of  freedom  brought  them  to  our 
shores.  He  taught  school  in  Pennsylvania  nine  months  in  1849,  was  then 
employed  on  the  editorial  staff  of  the  New  York  Zeiiung  and  afterwards 
as  clerk  of  a  large  mercantile  house  until  i8S5>  when  he  became  managing 
editor  of  a  German  paper  in  Detroit.  In  1856  he  was  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  auditor  general  of  the  State;  in  1862  and  again  in  1864  was  elected 
auditor  general  on  the  Republican  ticket.  In  1866,  upon  retiring  from 
office  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law  it 
Grand  Rapids.  The  following  year  he  was  appointed  by  President  John- 
son receiver  ot  public  moneys  in  the  Grand  Traverse  district,  a  position 
which  he  held  until  his  removal  to  East  Saginaw  in  1869.  Here  he  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law  until  1874,  when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Bay 
City  and  engaged  in  practice  there,  in  connection  with  the  management  of 
his  large  real  estate  interests.  His  elder  brother.  Gen.  Frederick  Anneke, 
was  an  officer  in  the.  I'nior  ,irmv  diirin<^  the  w.-ir  of  the  Rebellion,  serving 
on  the  staff  of  General  Si;4(  l  as  colonel  ot  a  detachment  ot  artillery.  He 
lost  his  life  in  the  Chicago  fire,  October,  187 1.    Gen.  Frederick  Anneke 
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was  also  a  leader  in  the  German  Rpvolution  nf  1^4^  and  forced  to  flee  to 
America  when  it  collapsed.  lie  was  Republican  in  priHtir*;.  Edward  E. 
Anncke,  son  of  Hon.  Eiiiil  Anneke,  was  born  at  Lansing,  September  12, 
1865,  and  educated  in  Ray  City,  from  whose  high  school  he  was  graduated 
in  1 88 1.  He  spent  one  year  in  the  Literary  Department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan  and  two  years  in  the  Law  Department,  being  graduated  from 
the  latter  iti  iSS^.  ITe  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Ann  Atbor  the  same 
year  and  entered  upon  practice  in  the  oftue  of  his  father  at  Bay  City.  In 
he  was  admitted  to  a  partnership  with  his  father,  thus  constituting 
the  firm  of  E.  &  E.  E.  Anneke,  which  continued  until  the  death  of  the 
senior  partner  in  1888.  He  was  elected  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  and 
re-elected  twice,  serving  for  six  years.  He  was  the  candidate  of  the 
Democratic  party  for  prosecuting  attorney,  but  was  defeated  with  the  ticket. 
After  the  death  of  hi"?  father  he  continurd  in  the  practice  alone  until  1895, 
when  he  became  associated  in  partnership  with.  James  Van  Klecck.  He 
has  been  successful,  not  only  in  the  management  of  law  cases,  but  in 
building  up  a  profitable  business  and  accumulating  property.  He  has 
always  been  a  student  of  the  principles  as  well  as  books  of  the  law  and  has 
maintained  a  good  standing  at  tlie  Bar  of  B;iy  county.  His  reputation  for 
business  integrity  is  high  and  he  has  become  well  established  in  a  career 
which  promises  a  large  measure  of  professional  success.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1886,  he  was  married  to  Helena  F.  Bertch,  of  Lansing,  daughter  of 
Andrew  Bertch,  a  prominent  dealer  in  real  estate,  and  sister  of  C.  W. 
'Bertch,  a  lawyer  of  Grand  Rapids.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
church  and  quite  liberal  in  his  religious  views.  Mr.  Anneke  exhibits  some 
of  the  characteristics  that  are  popularly  attributed  to  educated  Germans: 
He  is  disposed  to  be  tliorough,  continuing  his  study  of  a  subject  until  he 
has  learned  all  that  is  possible  to  be  learned.  Applying  this  to  his  law 
cases  he  sedulously  devotes  himself  to  the  work  of  preparation  and  is  ready 
at  all  times  to  make  strenuous  contention  in  behalf  of  his  own  views.  He 
sometimes  wins  by  sheer  persistency,  which  enables  him  to  wear  out  an 
adversary'.  He  reasons  logically,  how  e\  er,  from  a  ^M\  eii  hypothesis,  or  an 
established  premise,  to  an  incontestiblc  conclusion.  He  is  inclined  to  be 
reserved  apd  even  taciturn,  but  when  the  occasion  requires  his  speech  is 
fluent  and  effective. 


WILLIAM  P.  BENNETT,  Cassopolis.  Judge  WUliam  P.  Bennett  has 
seryed  continuously  on  the  Probate  Bench  of  Cass  county  since  1868, 
having  been  elected  to  that  office  seven  times.  He  is  a  native  of  Burmah, 
British  East  India,  where  he  was  bom  October  17,  1831.    His  parents, 

Rev.  Cephas  Bennett  and  Stella  K.  Kneeland,  were  natives  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  At  the  time  of  the  judge's  birth  his  father  was  a  missionary 
representing  the  American  Baptist  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  in  Burmah, 
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in  which  service  he  was  employed  about  sixty  years.    Both  of  the  judge's 
parents  died  while  in  the  mission  field  of  Burmah.    His  mother  in  1869, 
his  father  in  i$8$,  and  both  of  them  were  over  eighty  years  of  age.  Judge 
Bennett  received  his  early  '  ilucation  in  the  district  schools  of  Madison  and 
Tompkins  counties,  New  York,  until  fifteen  years  old.     He  tin  n  spent  a 
part  ol  one  year  in  the  acadpm^'at  Cazenov;:i,  New  York,  and  two  yenrs  in 
the  academy  at  Groton,  near  Ithaca,  which  closed  his  education  in  the 
schools.    After  that  he  devoted  several  years  to  teaching  during  the  winter 
season  while  the  remainder  of  the  year  was  occupied  at  work  on  the  farm. 
In  the  early  fifties  he  came  west  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Cass  county, 
Michigan,  which  was  then  .1  cotnparativf  wilderness.     He  cicarctl  up  and 
cultivated  a  farm,  remaining  on  it  until  iSfiS,  uhon  tic  was  elected  probate 
judge.    Since  that  lime  his  residence  has  been  kept  in  Cassopolis.    All  of 
his  elections  have  been  as  candidate  of  the  Republican  party.    In  1884  he 
and  the  representative  to  the  State  Legislature  were  the  only  candidates  of 
that  party  elected  in  Cass  county.    Although  the  changes  have  been  great 
in  the  fioHtical  sentiment  at  various  time«,  Jvidj^e  Bennett  has  always  had 
the  good  fortune  to  succeed  when  ht  lia^  bi^i  11  i  caiKiidare.     lU:  has  filled 
the  position  so  acceptably  to  the  meinbers  ul  ail  political  parties  that  par- 
tisan lines  are  not  drawn  very  closely  on  him.    In  the  conduct  of  his  office 
for  the  twenty-eight  years  there  have  been  not  more  than  half  a  dozen 
appeals  from  his  decisions  to  the  Supreme  Court;  and  of  the  cases  appealed 
only  two  were  reversed  by  that  court.    This  record  is  not  only  creditable, 
but  it  is  unique.     The  State  of  Michigan  probably  has  not  produced 
another  record  equal  to  it.    Many  large  estates  in  Cass  county  have  been 
settled  under  his  supervision,  one  of  which  approximated  half  a  million 
dollars  in  value,  and  others  whose  value  approached  the  two  hundred 
thousand  dollar  figure.    Judge  Bennett  has  long  been  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  order  and  of  the  order  of  United  Workmen.    He  was  married  in 
1 851  to  Miss  Louisa  Brokan,  daughter  of  Garrett  and  Maria  Klute  Brokan, 
residents  of  Tompkins  county,  New  York.    They  have  three  living  chil- 
dren: Alton  W.,  now  an  attorney  at  law  and  general  business  man  at  Big 
Rapids;  Frank  M.,  graduate  of  the  U.  S.  Naval  Academy  and  an  engineer 
in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States  now  .serving  on  the  Amphitrite, 
one  of  the  new  monitors  stationed  at  Key  West,  Florida;  and  Stella,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Lieutenant  Douglas  Kohen,  a  retired  officer  o£  the  U.  S. 
Navy,  now  living  at  Big  Rapids  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  and  the 
business  of  real  estate  agent.    Judge  Bennett  is  of  English  and  German 
descent  on  his  father's  side.    The  earliest  ancestor  of  the  family  emigrated 
from  England  about  1650  and  settled  in  Connecticut.    From  there  the 
descendants  scattered  into  other  New  England  States  and  New  York.  One 
branch  of  the  family  in  Connecticut  has  lived  on  the  same  farm  from  the 
time  of  the  first  settlement  until  the  present.    The  family  was  represented 
in  the  Revolutionary  war  by  Nathaniel  Bennett.    On  his  mother's  side  he 
is  of  Irish  and  Scotch  descent,  the  Kneelands  having  emigrated  from  the 


53^ 


BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  MICHIGAN. 


North  of  Ireland  and  strllled  in  Boston  about  the  year  1700.  Jonathan 
Kneeland,  the  judge's  great-grandfather,  was  among  the  Continental 
soldiers  of  New  England  in  the  Revolution.  Rev.  Cephas  Bennett  learned 
the  printer's  trade  early  in  life  and  most  of  his  time  while  in  mission  work 
was  devoted  to  the  publishing  department. 


HUGO  P.  GEISLER.  Saginaw.  Mr.  Geisler  is  one  of  the  prominent 
young  lawyers  of  Saginaw  county.  He  was  born  in  East  Saginaw,  May 
20,  1866.    As  the  name  indicates  he  is  of  German  extraction.    Hi^  fatlu  r, 

Peter  P.  Geislcr,  was  a  native  of  Silesia,  Prussia,  where  he  lived  until  iS:,.) 
and  then  emigrated  to  America,  settling  directly  in  Saginaw.    He  had 
learned  the  trade  of  ship  builder  in  the  Fatherland  and  pursued  that  occu- 
pation until  1867,  when  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  car 
department  of  the  F.  &  P.  M.  railroad.    This  position  he  retained  for 
fifteen  years.    By  economy  and  the  exercise  of  good  judgment  in  making 
investments  he  had  managed  to  accurnu'ate  a  comfortable  fortune  ^.vhen  he 
retired  in  1S82  in  order  the  better  to  enjoy  what  his  many  years  of  toil 
had  earned.    Hugo's  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Kathrina  Phoertner, 
was  also  a  native  of  Silesia,  Prussia,  and  like  her  husband  was  reared  in  her 
native  town,  and  they  were  married  there  June  i,  1852.    They  are  both 
still  living  in  Saginaw,  in  comfortable  affluence,  resprctcd  by  the  people 
among  whom  they  have  lived  more  than  forty  years.     1  heir  family  consists 
of  two  sons  and  a  daughter.    The  elder  son  is  a  prominent  druggist  in  New 
York ;  the  daughter  is  the  wife  of  a  Saginaw  business  man ;  the  younger 
son  and  youngest  child,  Hugo  P.,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.    His  boy- 
hood, up  to  the  age  of  sixteen,  was  passed  in  the  schools  of  Saginaw.  He 
then  left  the  high  school  to  learn  the  trade  of  engraver,  jeweler  and  wntch-* 
maker.    During  the  six  years  following  he  became  an  expert  engr.u  er, 
following  tlie  trade  in  Detroit  and  Omulia,  iNebraska,  and  Atchison,  Kan- 
sas.   This  art  became  to  him  the  stepping-stone  or  vestibule  to  the  pro- 
fession of  law.    It  provided  him  with  the  means  to  prosecute  his  studies 
independently.    In  1888  he  matriculated  in  the  University  of  Michigan 
and  while  pursuing  the  regular  course  of  the  Law   Department,  tnok  up 
certain  doctive  studies  in  the  Literar}'  Department.     He  was  ^ra(lu;ited 
from  the  Department  of  Law  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.,  in  1890,  and 
immediately  thereafter  went  to  New  York,  where  he  entered  the  office  of 
the  late  Gen.  Thomas  Ewing,  as  a  clerk.    This  association  afforded  a 
superior  opportunity  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  commercial,  corporation 
and  real  estnte  law.     Mr.  Geisler  made  a  special  study  of  the  laws  applica- 
ble to  corporations  and  the  laws  relating  to  the   title,  conveyance  and 
descent  of  real  estate.    He  became  interested  in  a  suit  iiu  oh  iag  the  title 
to  a        tract  of  land  in  the  city  of  New  York  comprising  some  four 
hundred  lots  of  the  aggregate  value  of  four  million  dollars.    It  was  his 


BENCH  AND  BAR  OP  MICHIGAN. 


537 


duty  to  ascertain  the  partic?  in.  possession  and  the  sources  of  their  respec- 
tive titles.  In  he  relumed  to  Saginaw  and  opened  an  office,  where 
he  has  since  practised.  He  has  a  clientage  also  in  New  York,  and  trans- 
acts a  general  law  business  there  as  well  as  in  Saginaw.  He  is  a  Democrat 
and  has  done  some  work  for  his  party  on  the  stump  during  recent  cam- 
paigns. He  has  not  been  a  candidate  for  ])ublic  office.  He  h  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  Mr.  Gelaler 
was  married  November  16,  1892,  to  Miss  Nellie  O'Brien,  daughter  of  the 
late  P.  F.  O'Brien,  a  wealthy  contractor  of  Brooklyn,  New  York.  They 
have  one  child.  The  law  business  of  Mr.  Geisler,  which  is  his  chief  con- 
cern, does  not  prevent  the  useful  exercise  of  his  genius  for  invention, 
which  ha--,  already  found  practical  expression  in  some  valuable  devices 
which  he  has  patented.  His  mechanical  instinct  is  pronounced  and  his 
friends  will  not  be  surprised  if  he  becomes  a  famous  inventor.  He  has 
given  time  to  literary  culture  and  his  attainments,  with  his  natural  affability, 
make  him  an  agreeable  companion. 


ROLLIN  C.  DART,  Petoskey.  Mr.  Dart,  a  prominent  and  influential 
attorney  of  Petoskey,  is  a  native  of  Potsdam,  New  York,  where  he  was 
bom  June  10,  1831 — the  son  of  Alfred  and  Jane  E.  (Wright)  Dart, 

natives  of  Connecticut.  He  i«  one  of  a  friinilv'  of  five  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, four  of  whom  are  nov.  avi:);;;.  Tliry  arc  Cben  W. .  !">aiices  E.,  widow 
of  Stephen  W.  Longj'ear,  Rollin  C  and  James  R.  1  he  fatlier  came  to 
Michigan  in  18$ 8,  and  settled  in  Lansing,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death  in  1886,  at  the  venerable  age  of  88  years.  His  wife,  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  died  in  1882,  at  the  age  of  78.  Both  were  Univer- 
salistc.  and  they  occupied  a  w?irm  place  in  the  reg^ard  of  their  a«?ociatec. 
Simeon  Dart,  the  paternal  ^ratulfathor  of  Rollin  (  '..  w  as  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, whither  hi."*  fatiier  liad  emigrated  iroin  England.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  89  at  Potsdam,  New  York.  He  was  a  blacksmith,  a  fanner,  and  a 
man  of  means.  He  was  a  leader  of  men  in  his  community.  Rollin  C. 
Dart  received  an  academic  education  in  his  native  town,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  unti!  he  -was  lw*nitv  years  of  age.  Then  he  enicred  the 
University  of  VcDnont  at  Burlinjti >n  in  1851.  remaining  there  until  1854, 
when  his  health  failed,  and  he  was  sent  west  to  recuperate.  He  camc  to 
Michigan,  and  entered  the  University  of  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  remained 
until  1856.  He  b^n  the  study  of  law  at  Lansing  under  the  direction  and 
instruction  of  Judge  J.  W.  Longyear,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
1859.  He  then  formed  a  partnership  with  S.  E.  Longyear.  under  the 
firm  name  of  Dart  &  Lon<^year,  which  was  in  furt;:  until  Mr.  Longyear 
retired  from  practice  in  1863.  .VIr.  Dart  then  formed  a  partnership  with 
Delos  C.  Wile}',  as  Dart  &  Wiley,  which  continued  for  eleven  years.  He 
then  entered  into  a  third  partnership  with  J.  C.  Shields,  which  continued 
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from  11^76  to  l88c,  when  Mr.  Sliiclds  was  appointcf!  to  a  judgeship  in 
Arizona.  He  practised  alone  until  the  fall  of  1882,  when,  having  lost  his 
health,  he  removed  to  Petoskey,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  never 
sought  political  preferment,  and  the  only  offices  he  ever  held  were  those 
of  prosecuting  attorney  for  Ingham  county  for  two  terms,  and  alderman 
of  tlio  city  of  I,an<;inc^  for  two  term«.  He  reirnined  his  health  in  the 
bracing  nlr  of  northern  Michigan,  ami,  v.  hili  i  HtT\  ing  on  hi>^  pri^fessional 
labors  with  much  vigor,  also  transacts  an  extensive  business  in  real  estate. 
He  has  large  interests  in  Ingham  and  Emmett  counties,  and  is  a  prosper- 
ous man.  April  23,  1861,  Mr.  Dart  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  E., 
daughter  of  Christopher  and  Anna  E.  Darling.  Three  children  were  born 
to  them,  all  sons:  Carlton  R.,  James  A.,  and  Fred  A.  The  last  nnme-d 
died  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  James  A.  is  married  to  Miss"  Mrirence 
Alger,  a  daughter  of  John  L.  and  Mary  £.  (Chapin)  Alger.  Both  of  his 
sons  are  graduates  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College.  Carlton,  who 
selected  civil  engineering  for  his  life  work,  holds  a  good  position  in  Chi- 
cago. James  studied  law  with  his  father,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
1887,  and  is  now  the  partner  of  his  father  under  the  firm  name  of  Dart  & 
Dart.  Mr.  Dart  is  a  Republican,  but  has  no  desire  for  office.  He  is  a 
prominent  member  ol  the  independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  of 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  He  is  a  good  lawyer,  an 
upright  citizen,  a  genial  companion  and  well  liked  by  the  community  at 
large. 


FRANK  P.  SULLIVAN,  Sault  Ste.  Marie.  Mr.  SuUivan  was  bom 
March  7,  1864,  at  Peterboro,  Madison  county.  New  York.  His  father, 
Jeremiah  Sullivan,  was  of  Irish  nationality,  and  emigrated  to  America  in 

1828.  He  settled  in  New  York  State,  where  he  stil!  lives  on  a  farm.  His 
mother,  Mary  Sullivan,  was  also  a  n.itive  of  Iieland,and  came  to  this 
country  in  i8j6.  She  was  the  mother  oi  three  ciiildicn,  all  boys.  His 
older  brother,  Andrew  J.,  is  a  merchant  at  Great  Falls,  Montana,  and  his 
younger  brother,  Jeremiah  Jr.,  is  a  farmer  in  New  York.  Frank  P.  Sulli- 
van spent  his  early  life  under  the  parental  roof.  He  was  a  bright  scholar 
in  the  district  school,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  was  able  to  take  a 
conntry  school  and  en^^air^e  in  teaching'.  He  taught  for  four  years,  and  lor 
the  last  year  of  that  time  he  was  employed  in  Michigan.  In  tlie  mean- 
time he  attended  Evans  Academy  at  Peterboro,  and  prepared  himself  for 
the  State  Normal  at  Albany,  which  he  entered  in  the  spring  of  1881  for  a 
three  years*  course.  He  located. in  Saginaw,  Michigan,  in  October,  1885, 
and  became  a  student  of  the  law  in  the  office  of  John  Hurst,  a  practising 
attorney  of  that  city.  After  spending  a  year  in  reading  under  instruction 
he  taught  school  a  year  for  the  .sake  of  recouping  his  finances,  and 
Studied  evenings.    He  finished  his  preparation  for  admission  to  the  Bar 
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with  Markey  &  Hall,  at  West  Branch,  where  he  was  admitted  to  practice 
Aiii^ust  31.  1887.  Mr.  Sulliv  an  went  to  the  upper  country  in  March  of  the 
foiluwiug  year  and  established  himself  at  the  "Soo."  He  blili  occupies 
the  same  office  in  which  he  first  opened  business  in  that  city.  John  Hurst, 
of  Saginaw,  joined  him,  and  the  two  became  associated  in  a  partnership 
which  continued  for  several  years  and  was  finally  dissolved  upon  the  return 
of  Mr.  Hurst  to  Saginaw.  Mr.  Sullivan  makes  no  specialty  of  any  branch 
of  practice,  hi\t  does  a  neral  business,  with  conceded  ability  for  Criminal 
cases.  He  lias  achieved  much  success  in  that  branch  of  professional  labor. 
He  has  carried  many  cases  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  acquitted  himself 
well  before  that  body.  He  has  never  been  a  candidate  for  any  county 
office,  but  has  served  as  chairman  of  the  county  and  city  Democratic  com* 
mittces.  lie  became  city  attorney  in  1891  and  acted  in  that  capacity  for 
two  years,  and  was  subsequently  re-elected.  He  was  nominated  in  the 
fall  of  iS92  by  the  Democrats  of  his  district  for  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  was  elected  by  a  handsome  majority.  He  was  the  only  Demo- 
crat in  either  House  from  the  Upper  Peninsula.  He  took  an  active  part  in 
legislative  deliberations  and  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  minority  on  the 
floor  of  the  House.  He  wa??  on  the  corporation,  judiciar}'  and  municipal 
committees.  He  introduced  a  bill  makmg  Labor  Day  a  legal  holiday, 
which  became  a  law.  He  presented  another  bill  revising  the  Constitution, 
which  was  defeated.  He  earnestly  opposed  all  legislation  looking  to  the 
repeal  of  the  Miner  Law,  and  secured  the  passage  of  an  enactment  of  capi- 
tal punishment  by  the  Lower  House,  which  was  defeated  in  the  Senate. 
He  served  one  term  and  decltned  a  renomination.  He  resigned  the  office 
of  city  attorney  in  1896,  preferring  to  devote  him.sclf  t  niirely  to  his  own 
professional  business.  He  was  married  June  17,  1H90,  to  Miss  Minnie  H. 
Hall,  of  Saginaw.  They  have  one  child,  Lucile  Mai^aret,  bom  in  189$. 
Mr.  Sullivan  excels  as  an  advocate,  and  has  remarkable  power  over  a  jury 
for  so  young  a  man.  He  stands  well  with  the  Court  and  Bar  and  is  a  popu- 
lar, genial  gentleman. 


MARTIN  CROCKER,  Mt.  Clemens.    Martin  Crocker  is  the  son  of 

Judge  Thnmn*?  M.Trtin  CrorWor,  n  sketch  of  whom  aj>ppars  in  this  volume. 
The  place  of  his  nuti\  ity  was  Macomb  countv,  and  the  datr  of  his  birth 
February  7,  4858.  liefore  he  reached  a  school  age  his  father's  family 
settled  in  Mt.  Clemens;  consequently  his  education  was  begun  in  the 
common  schools  of  that  district.  After  taking  the  entire  course  of  the 
union  schools  he  at  once  took  up  the  study  of  law  with  the  firm  of  Crocker 
&  Hutchin'-  (father  antl  brother-in-lawV  which  h*-  kept  up  with  them  until 
1879  w  lu  n  h(  cnti  ri  tl  the  T.aw  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan. 
He  continued  his  studies  and  attended  lectures  there  for  one  year.  In 
August  [880  he  passed  examination  before  the  Circuit  Court  and  was 


BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  MICHIGAN. 


admin ccl  (<i  tlic  Rar  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  a  period  in  life  which  far 
too  rnany  ynunt;  wen  appenr  to  think  =:hnul(1  be  devoted  to  sowing  a 
bountiful  crop  of  wild  oats.  Martin  Crocker  immediately  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  chosen  profession.  He  loved  his  calling,  and.  being  of  a  zeal- 
ous temperament,  warm  hearted  and  frank  in  his  intercourse  with  his 
fellow  men,  he  rapidly  grew  into  their  good  graces.  He  was  for  four 
years  a  member  of  the  city  council,  from  iSSi  to  1885;  three  years  city 
attorney,  and  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  years  iSHy 
and  i888.  During  the  term  oi  Charles  A.  Ward,  he  was  special  deputy 
collector  of  customs  for  the  Port  Huron  district  and  from  February  1888 
to  May  1889,  discharged  the  duties  of  collector  during  the  absence  of  his 
snperior  officer.  He  was  elected  by  the  voters  of  his  district  to  represent 
them  in  the  State  Senate  for  the  term  of  1891  and  1892.  Though  young 
in  years  and  in  parliamentarj^'  practice  his  reputation  as  a  skillful  lawj'er  and 
hard  working  man  had  preceded  him  to  the  State  capital  and  he  was 
placed  on  several  very  important  committees,  among  which  were  those  of 
the  judiciary,  railroad  and  redistricting  and  political  committees,  being 
chairman  of  the  latter  two.  He  took  a  leading  part  in  that  unusually 
exciting  and  stormy  session ;  he  had  charge  of  the  bill  which  passed  both 
houses  and  became  a  law,  providing  for  the  election  of  presidential  electors 
by  Congressional  Districts.  This  law  was  contested  in  eveiy  State  and 
Federal  Court  and  finally  declared  constitutional  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  but  was  repealed  by  the  Republican  Legislature  which 
followed.  He  was  also  chairman  of  the  committee  on  contested  scats  and 
the  work  on  the  celebrated  "  Friedlande'*  contest  devolved  largely  on 
him.  Whether  or  not  the  decision  met  the  approval  of  both  contest.ants 
It  was  at  least  conceded  by  all  that  the  work  of  the  committee  was  well 
and  faithfully  done.  Being  an  orator  of  more  than  usual  power  and  an 
ardent  Democrat,  he  has  been  a  conspicuous  figure  in  every  campaign  in 
the  State  since  1880.  He  has  a  lai^e  practice  and  has  been  employed  in 
many  important  ca^-rs  in  the  county  of  late  years.  His  practice  also 
extend-,  to  thi:  .Stale  Supreme  Court  and  the  Ignited  States  Circnit  and 
District  Courts.  Among  the  cases  he  has  tried  in  the  higher  courts  which 
may  be  regarded  as  test  cases,  we  mention:  Owen  vs.  Yale,  pending 
question  of  dower  in  estate  of  divorced  husband  when  alimony  had  been 
allowed:  State  Supreme  Court,  April  term,  1889.  Granby  vs.  Michigan 
Centra!  railroad:  State  Supreme  Court,  March  term  l8g5 — fi.xiiiij  liability 
of  the  road  for  damages  resulting  to  stock  when  the  company  was  not  at 
fault  in  reference  to  such  stock  getting  on  the  track  or  right  of  way.  Mr. 
Crocker  formed  a  partnership  with  his  father  in  1889  when  the  latter 
assumed  the  duties  of  the  collector  of  the  district.  In  1893  he  took  Mr. 
Seth  Wells  Knight  into  business  with  him  as  junior  partner.  The  last  to 
be  mentioned,  but  not  the  least  important  .step  of  life  taken  by  Mr.  Crocker, 
was  his  rn.irri  i^n;  August  29,  i88q.  to  Mis'-  Emily  Sal)in,  ot  Memphis, 
Michigan,  daughter  of  Carleton  Sabin,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
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county  and  original  owner  of  the  village  site  and  in  his  life  time  a  leading 
merchant  of  the  town.  Their  pleasant  home  is  made  brighter  by  one 
child,  Sabin  Crocker.  Though  not  a.  member  of  the  society,  Mr.  Crocker 
attt'nd';  the  Protestant  Episropn)  Church  with  his  family.  He  belongs  to 
the  order  of  F.  &  A.  M.,  Lodge  No.  6,  o£  Mt.  Ciemens. 


SETH  WELLS  KNIGHT,  Mt.  Clemens.  The  subject  of  this  .sketch 
was  born  at  Utica,  Macomb  county,  Michij:^.Tn,  July  17,  186-^.  Hi?  father, 
Dr.  Fhillip  A.  Knight,  is  one  of  the  prommeiit  physicians  ot  the  county. 
His  mother  is  Clara  Ewell  Knight,  a  descendant,  on  her  father's  side,  of 
the  family  of  Ewells  who  emigrated  to  this  country  from  Scotland  and 
settled  in  Massachusetts  prior  to  the  war  of  independence.  On  her  mother's 
side,  she  is  a  descendant  of  the  Curtis  family  of  Ma  ^' achusetts.  The 
Knights  are  descendants  of  a  Scotch  family  of  the  srum  uarnc  wIhi  crime 
to  this  county  in  1626  as  members  of  the  colony  tliat  founded  Saieni, 
Massachusetts.  Dr.  Knight  came  to  Michigan  in  1844  and  settled  in 
Macomb  county.  He  attended  the  University  of  Michigan  and  graduated 
from  its  Medical  Department  in  1854,  and  has  been  engaged  in  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession  ever  fince.  Seth  Welh  Kni;:^ht,  our  subject,  had 
the  same  advantages  of  early  <  clucation  as  other  boys  who  resided  in  the 
large  towns  of  tlie  country.  He  graduated  from  tlic  high  school  of  Utica, 
his  native  town,  in  1884  and  the  next  year  entered  the  Literary  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1889.  In 
1890,  he  was  graduated  from  the  Law  Department  of  the  same  institution 
with  the  degree  of  LL.B.  and  the  same  year  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at 
Ann  Arbor.  Before  leaving  the  high  hchool,  Mr.  Knight  had  selected  the 
law  lor  his  profession  and  his  training  had  been  with  that  vocation  in  view. 
He  settled  in  Mt.  Clemens  and  entered  the  law  office  Crocker  &  Crocker. 
When  Judge  Crocker,  the  head  of  the  firm,  retired  to  accept  the  position  of 
collector  of  customs  for  the  Huron  District,  Mr.  Knight  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Martin  Crocker,  under  the  firm  name  of  Crocker  &  Knight,  as 
at  present.  The  firm  has  a  wide  and  valuable  practice,  extending  to  all 
the  State  and  Federal  courts.  The  firm  of  Crocker  &  Crocker,  to  whose 
business  they  succeeded,  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  in  that 
section  of  the  State  and  they  inherited  a  very  large  clientage,  which  is  not 
lik<  ly  to  grow  less  in  their  skillful  hands.  Politically  Mr.  Knight  is  a  strong 
1)<  inocrat  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  party  politics.  He  is  a  member 
of  tin  Democratic  County  Committee,  of  which  his  father  was  tor  many  years 
chairman.  He  is  an  engaging  talker,  active  and  energetic  in  hb  work  and 
does  not  shirk  the  laborious  part  of  the  calling.  He  is  a  bachelor;  has 
one  brother  practising  medicine  with  his  father  at  Utica ;  another  who  is  a 
prominent  coffee  planter  of  Central  America. 
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SEWARD  L.  MERRIAM,  Port  Huron.    Mr.  Merriam  was  bom  in 

Romeo,  Macomb  County,  Michigan,  March  i8,  1862.    His  preparation 

for  hi^^  life  work  began  in  the  public  schools  of  the  villaf^e.  I'^rtnnately 
for  him  ihcy  were  good,  aiul  when  he  jyr^iduatcd  from  the  hVf^h  SLh<.)ol  in 
1880  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  had  a  much  better  education  than  many  a 
man  at  the  beginning  of  his  career  who  afterwards  reaches  the  highest 
round  on  the  ladder  of  fame.  During  the  winter  of  1880  and  '81  he 
taught  school  and  with  the  proceeds  of  his  labor  he  took  a  two  years* 
course  in  the  Literary  Department  at  the  State  University  .it  Ann  Arbor. 
Retumini^  to  hi';  home  he  taught  in  the  Rorneo  school  for  one  year,  study- 
ing law  in  tlxe  meantime  vvitii  D.  N.  Lowell;  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at 
Mt.  Clemens  in  January,  1886.  He  came  to  Port  Huron  the  following 
February  and  entered  upon  the  active  practice  of  his  profession.  He 
remained  alone  for  two  years  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  H.  W. 
Stevens,  wlio  had  jitst  retired  from  the  Bench  of"  the  Circuit  Court  to 
engage  in  active  work  at  the  Bar.  This  partnershij)  eontiiiiu^d  unbroken 
until  1894  and  was  eminently  successful.     In  lie  was  elected  prose- 

cuting attorney  of  St.  Clair  county,  holding  the  office  for  one  term.  In 
1893  he  was  nominated  on  the  Democratic  ticket  for  mayor  of  Port  Huron 
and  was  elected  by  the  largest  majority  ever  given  a  nominee  of  that  party 
for  the  nfRce  ii  the  history  of  the  town.  He  resigned  in  1894  on  account 
of  failing  health  and  went  to  Colorado  to  try  the  effects  of  the  rarer  atmos- 
phere of  that  high  altitude.  He  returned  to  Port  Hurun  m  the  fall  of  the 
same  year  and  took  up  the  thread  of  his  business  where  he  dropped  it  in 
the  spring.  He  has  a  general  practice  in  the  county,  State  and  Federal 
courts.  One  feature  to  which  he  has  given  special  attention  is  that  of  per- 
sonal injury  and  negligence  cases.  He  h  a  <;tronf;  advocate  and  amon<^  the 
finest  speakers  of  St.  Clair  county  Hnr.  and  there  arc  many  able  men  repre- 
sented there.  He  was  married  111  July,  1888,  to  Miss  Mattie  Anderson  of 
Port  Huron  and  they  have  one  child,  De  Witt  H.,  aged  seven  years. 


FRANK  WHIPPLE,  Port  Huron.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  native 
of  Vermont,  born  at  Grafton,  March  7,  1838.  His  early  education,  like 
that  of  other  country  boys,  was  obtained  in  the  public  school  of  his 
district.  His  only  departure  from  the  ordinary  routine  was  that  his  father 
was  his  first  school  master.  Thtf  family  removed  to  Saratoga  Springs  in 
February,  1 847,  where  he  continued  in  the  public  and  select  schools,  after- 
wards taking  a  two  term  course  at  Ft.  Edwards  i^N,  Y.)  Institute.  His 
early  manhood  days  were  passed  uneventfully.  His  father  seeing  oppor- 
tunities  for  bettering  his  condition  in  the  growing  west,  determined  to 
emigrate  and,  in  1856,  came  to  Michigan,  locating  first  at  Hillsdale,  where 
he  entered  a  drug  store  as  clerk.    His  ambition  was  to  enter  the  law 
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profession,  but  as  he  had  to  earn  his  own  means  to  com  '     his  educa* 

tion,  he  was  compelled  to  await  his  time.  In  two  years  he  had  saved 
enough  of  his  earntn|Ts  tn  start  him  on  the  way  to  his  goal.  Before  he 
had  fuliy  entered  upon  his  studies  the  dark  cloud  oi  war  swept  over  the 
country,  and  with  a  love  for  the  flag  that  is  a  marlced  characteristic  of 
all  of  New  England's  patriotic  sons,  he  forgot  his  own  ambition  and 
aspirations  to  respond  to  his  country's  appeal  for  help.  He  enlisted  as 
a  private  in  Company  C,  First  U.  S.  Sharpshooters,  nnd  immediately 
went  to  the  front.  He  was  joined  to  the  army  of  the  I'otomac,  and  was 
an  actor  in  some  of  the  bloodiebi  bailies  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He  parti- 
cipated in  the  second  Bull  Run  fight,  Antietam,  Malvern  Hill  and  McClel- 
lan's  seven  days'  battle,  the  appalling  battles  of  the  Wilderness  and  in  the 
numerous  other  hard  contests  that  have  immortalized  that  army.  He 
served  for  three  years  and  four  months,  holdinj^  the  commissary  sergeant 
until  lie  was  promoted  second  liculcnunt  Company  B,  fst  Michigan 
Sharpshooters,  and  was  discharged  as  first  lieutenant  of  that  company. 
Coming  to  St.  Clair  he  entered  the  employment  of  Wheaton  &  Carleton, 
and  by  them  was  engaged  to  write  a  set  of  abstracts  of  St.  Clair  county. 
This  was  a  tedious  work,  but  he  completed  it.  In  October,  1866,  he 
removed  to  Port  Humn  and,  entering  the  office  of  A.  E.  Chadwick,  began 
the  study  of  law  and  in  .May,  1871,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  He  formed  a 
partnership  with  Mr.  Potter,  under  the  firm  name  of  Whipple  &  Potter, 
which  continued  until  1880.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  alone.  He  is 
and  always  has  been  held  in  very  high  esteem  by  his  neighbors.  He  was 
special  deputy  collector  of  customs  for  the  Huron  District  from  1883  to 
1885.  He  was  married  October  27,  1869,  to  Miss  At/.w  J.  Riddle,  of  Befoft, 
Wisconsin,  and  they  have  four  children.  Benjamin  R.  is  the  oldest,  aged 
twenty-five;  Frank  B.,  aged  twenty-three ;  Gail,  aged  twenty;  and  Mary 
H.,  aged  seventeen.  He  b  a  member  of  Charter  Lodge  No.  18,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  of  William  Sanborn  Post  No.  98,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
and  sei"ved  as  judge-advocate  of  the  department  of  Michigan  in  1891.  In 
politics  he  is  a  pronounced  Republican,  and  one  of  the  pillars  in  the 
councils  of  the  party  and  an  active  worker  in  every  campaign. 


FRANK  Tl  RN  KR  VVOLCOTT,  Port  Huron.  Mr.  WoU  ott  was  bom 
in  Perry,  Wyoming  county.  New  \  ork.  lanimry  1.  !86i.  He  w.is  a  son 
of  Orson  M.  Wolcott  and  Emily  Tiiompson.  His  father  was  a  minister 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  served  for  four  years  in  a  New 
York  regiment  during  the  great  rebellion.  Both  father  and  mother  were 
of  New  England  ancestry,  both  families  having  associations  with  the 
colonial  history  of  Maine.  He  attended  Perrv  Academy,  and  received  a 
certiticate  of  scholarship  from  the  Board  of  Regcnt>  of  the  State  of  New 
York  in  June,  i6So.    At  the  time  he  finislied  al  Perry  Academy,  it  was 
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his  intention*  to  enter  Cornell  University  and  prepare  himself  for  the 
ministryt  in  harmony  with  his  father's  wish.  But  abo-ir  this  time  he  spent 
one  summer  vacation  with  an  uncle  who  was  a  lawyer  in  the  city  oi  Buffalo. 
While  there  he  obtained  such  an  insight  into  the  study  and  practice  of  law  , 
that  he  determined  to  make  it  his  life  work.  Being  a  young  man  of  energy 
and  ambition  he  was  not  long  in  finding  an  opportunity  of  making  such 
preparation  for  it  as  the  times  demanded.  He  entered  theofKce  of  Stevens 
&  Thomas,  attorneys  at  Port  Huron.  In  the  two  years  that  he  spent  with 
them  he  was  quite  thoroughly  initiated  into  the  nrt  and  science  of  law.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  July  ii,  1882,  and  immediately  opened  an  ottice 
.  in  that  city,  and  began  business  for  himself.  After  the  expiration  of  some 
time  his  professional  services  were  retained  by  Atkinson  &  Vance,  and  in 
1886  they  took  him  into  a  partnership  under  the  firm  name  of  Atkinson, 
Vance  &  Wolcott.  This  pleasant  and  profitable  association  wa*-^  broken  olT 
by  the  election  of  Mr.  Vance  a?  Circuit  JudiTf.  Th<  nrm  tlim  became 
Atkinson  Si  Wolcott,  and  siiil  contmues  under  that  name.  Mr.  Wolcott 
has  succeeded  in  building  up  a  very  large  general  business,  but  makes  no 
specialty  in  any  particular  line  of  practice.  He  was  Circuit  Court  Com- 
missioner for  four  years,  and  has  served  two  terms  as  city  attorney.  He 
takes  a  lively  interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  State,  serves  as  chair- 
man of  the  Republican  Committee  for  the  Seventh  Congressional  District, 
and  is  secretary  of  tlic  county  committee.  He  was  elected  judge  of 
Probate  in  1896.  Judge  Wolcott  is  considered  one  of  the  rising  young 
lawyers  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  State. 


ANDREW  J.  SAWYER,  Ann  Arbor.  Mr.  Sawyer  was  bom  near  Ithaca, 
Tompkins  county.  New  York,  in  1834.  His  paternal  grandfather  was 
the  Rev.  John  Sawyer,  of  New  York  City  and  latterly  of  WcRtern  New 
York,  a  Baptist  clergyman  who  lost  his  sight  at  the  at:f  of  thirty  years  and 
afterwards  won  great  reputation  as  tlie  "blind  preacher."  Mr.  Sawyer 
traces  his  lineage  to  Sir  Thomas  Sawyer  who  was  once  Attorney  General 
of  England.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  and  has  won  his  way  to  an  enviable  success  by 
his  own  efforts.  He  began  teaching-  when  only  seventeen  years  of  age. 
He  s^raduatcd  from  Starker  St  ininars  ,  EtUlytown.  New  York,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two,  and  was  classed  among  the  leading  educators  of  the  commu- 
nity. He  came  to  Michigan  in  1857  and  Uught  school  until  i860,  his  last 
labors  in  that  field  being  in  the  capacity  of  principal  of  the  union  school 
at  Mason.  While  teaching  he  read  law  with  Hon.  H.  L.  Henderson,  of 
Mason,  and  later  with  Hon.  O.  M.  Barnes,  now  of  Lansing,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  i860.  Forming  a  co-partnership  with  J.  T.  Honey, 
he  opened  a  law  office  in  Chelsea  in  the  winter  of  1860-61.  This  part- 
nership was  terminated  in  the  spring  of  1861  by  the  removal  of  Mr.  Honey 
to  Dexter.    Mr.  Sawyer  continued  to  practise  in  Chelsea  until  1873  when 
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he  removed  to  Ann  Arbor  nrtd  formed  :i  pnrtnrrship  in  the  practice 
of  the  law  with  the  late  Judge  Lawrence  After  a  yt  aj  \  [t art lu  r'-hip  thr 
Judge  retired  from  practice  because  of  the  infirmities  of  advancing  age. 
Mr.  Sawyer  continued  the  business  of  the  firm  in  his  individual  name.  In 
1879  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Jerome  C.  Knowlton  under  the  firm 
name  of  Sawyer &' Knowlton.  This  partnership  continued  for  eleven  years 
and  was  only  dissolved  u[>on  Mr.Knowlton's  beintr  appointed  Professor  in 
the  Law  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  since  which  time  Mr. 
Sawyer  has  continued  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  and  has  been  iden- 
tified in  all  the  important  litigation  arising  in  his  district,  having  achieved 
a  success  as  a  trial  lawyer  reached  but  by  few.  In  the  case  of  North  vs. 
Johnson,  reported  in  the  59  Michigan,  in  speaking  of  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
Sawyer,  the  Court  said:  "And  it  is  a  satisfaction  for  us  to  know  that  she 
has  been  fortunate  enough  in  the  end  to  secure  tlie  aid  of  counsel  whose 
ability  and  integrity  have  not  failed  her,  and,  knowing  their  client's 
rights,  will  faithfully  see  that  they  are  not  imperiled  but  enforced  and  pro- 
tected. ' '  Mr.  Sawyer's  greatests  effort  at  the  Bar  was  in  the  closing  argu- 
ment of  the  Hand  murder  trial.  So  clear  and  forcible  was  his  description 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  crime  had  been  rommitted  that  the  daughter 
of  the  deceased  who  had  been  in  attendance  during  the  entire  trial  fainted 
and  was  unable  afterwards  to  appear  in  court.  Mr.  Sawyer  has  always 
taken  an  active  part  in  politics.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  John  C.  Fre- 
mont and  has  always  continued  a  member  of  the  Republican  party.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Republican  Committee  from  1862  to  1874  and  chair- 
man of  that  committee  from  r?^".}  to  1880.  He  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Michigaii  House  of  Representatives  in  1876  and  again  in  1878  and  his 
legislative  career  was  brilliantly  successful,  being  recognized  as  leader  of 
both  Houses.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  and  a  mem- 
ber of  several  other  important  committees.  He  made  the  nominating 
speech  for  Hon,  Thomas  \V.  Ferry  for  United  States  Senator  in  and 
renderrd  a  sinnkn  service  for  Hon.  Zachanah  Chandler  in  1879.  He  i  tro- 
duced  the  hrst  measure  which  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the  girls' 
reformatory  at  Adrian  and  was  the  author  of  many  other  important  bills 
which  grew  into  law.  He  was  again  nominated  and  elected  member  of 
the  Michigan  Hous^:  of  Representatives  in  1896,  which  met  January 
6th,  1897.  Mr.  Sawyer  boast?  that  mon>  students  hnve  been  prepared  for 
the  proft:h-,ion  in  his  office  than  in  any  otlier  office  m  the  State.  He  still 
commands  tiie  largest  practice  in  his  part  of  the  State,  is  endowed  by 
nature  with  a  shrewd  business  sense,  has  availed  himself  ot  ijruBtable  invest- 
ments and  is  master  of  a  very  comfortable  fortune.  He  married  Miss  Lucy 
A.  Skinner,  of  Corning,  New  York,  after  a  romantic  courtship  of  ten  years. 
Thpv  are  the  parents  of  five  sons,  three  of  whom  ^re  now  living.  They 
dwell  in  a  beautiful  home  in  one  of  the  most  (jclij^lnlul  quarteis  in  the 
"Athens  of  the  West,  and  are  intimately  associated  with  the  Methodist 
Episcbpal  church. 
35 
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GEORGE  HOGLE,  Pontiac.    Oakland  is  one  of  Michigan  s  very  best 
counties  and  the  largest  in  the  Southern  I'eninsuja  except  Presquc  Isle, 
lib  twenty-five  townships  form  a  perfect  square  and  fifty-two  odd  thousand 
people  dwell  within  its  borders.    Eligibly  situated^  with  a  landscape  whose 
surpassing  beauty  is  set  off  with  clear  lakes  and  water  courses,  flourishing 
villages  and  well  kept  farms;  surrounded  by  an  agricnluiral  bdt  whose 
remarkable  fertility  is  matched  by  the  richness  of  its  own  soil,  it  abounds 
in  the  elements  and  advantages  which  contribute  to  the  morahty  and  pros- 
perity of  a  rich  and  busy  people  of  American  antecedents  and  proclivities. 
Pontiac,  the  county  seat,  is  one  of  the  most  progressive  cities  of  the 
Wolverine  State.    It  has  never  had  a  boom;  it  has  never  stood  still;  it 
has  never  retrograded.    Its  growth  has  been  substantial  and  uninterrupted. 
Tn  the  county  of  Oakland  and  township  of  Novi,  George  Hnp;1e  first  saw  the 
light  ^.  pLcmber  17,  1861.    His  ancestors  were  of  the  sturdy  stock  that 
settled  New  York.    His  parents  came  to  Michigan  in  J 833.    His  early 
education  was  obtained  in  a  district  school.    At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  left 
home  to  earn  a  livelihood,  working  for  several  years  as  a  farm  hand,  living 
economically  and  spending  his  spare  hours  in  study.    Tn  i?^So  lu  i  ntered 
thr  State  Noniial  School  at  Ypsilanti,  where  he  rcmainea  three  yar-  pur- 
suing  the  Latin  and  German  course  ot  study.    He  was  known  there  as  an 
industrious  and  thorough  student,  was  well  liked  by  his  fellows  and  always 
possessed  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  teachers.    After  his  study  at 
the  Normal  he  taught  six  terms  of  district  school  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  the  patrons.    One  important  qualification  not  always  possessed  by  the 
•earher  wa';  paramount  In  him,  viz..  heart  power,  witliout  which  teaching 
m  its  highest  and  best  sense  is  impossible;  it  is  the  influence  ot  character. 
In  1887  Mr.  Hogle  was  married  to  Miss  Madge,  daughter  of  Charles  M. 
Wright,  of  Novi.    Four  children  have  come  to  make  happy  the  home  of 
the  Hogles.    He  was  elected  township  clerk  of  Novi  in  1885-7-8  and 
1893-4.    In  1891  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  an  office  which  he 
now  holds.    In  1890  he  began  the  study  of  law  under  the  direction  of 
William  C.  Sprague,  of  Detroit,  and  was  admitted  lo  the  Bar  of  the  State 
in  1892,    Mr.  Hogle  is  undeniably  a  student  in  no  unmeaning  sense  of  the 
term.    He  studies  the  law  continuously.    When  not  engaged  in  outside 
business  he  is  found  at  his  office  with  his  books,  making  preparation  so  as 
to  be  ready  for  any  call  that  may  be  made  tipnn  him  for  counsel  or  the 
management  of  a  ca=r.     fie  wa^  a  candidate  for  Circuit  Court  Commis- 
sioner, wanting  only  eighty-ftvc  votes  of  election ;  was  renoniinated  without 
opposition  in  1894  and  elected  by  a  majority  of  eleven  hundred.    He  was 
re-elected  in  November,  1896.    In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and 
cannot  be  said  to  have  inherited  his  politic  .  as  hi^  worthy  father  is  a 
Democrat.    He  is  a  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church.    Mr.  Hogle  is  a  young 
man  of  excellent  character,  staml-,  well  -n  hfs  profession,  is  level-headed, 
industrious  and  full  of  promise.    He  is  modest  in  his  aspirations  but  keeps 


BENCH  AND  BAR.  OF"  MICHIGAN. 


547 


his  eye  on  the  goal.  A  young  man  v/ha  has  f^ood  health,  jrond  habits, 
and  systematic  plans  for  study  may  overcome  all  obstacles  to  success  in  his 
chosen  calling  if  he  is  at  the  same  time  persistent,  energetic,  ambitious  and 
prudent. 


JOHN  F.  T  AVVRRNCF,,  Ann  Arbor.  For  sixty  years  the  n;i!np  Law- 
rence has  been  known  and  honored  in  Washtenaw  county.  This  particu- 
lar representative  of  the  name  was  bom  October  20,  1 844,  at  Ann  Arbor. 
His  entire  life  thus  far  has  been  passed  within  the  borders  of  the  county 
of  his  birth.  He  passed  through  the  coinmon  schools  and  was  graduated 
from  the  Literary  Department  nf  rhc  University  of  Michigan  in  1866. 
After  that  he  took  the  course  in  the  Law  Depnrtment  of  the  University, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  LL.B.  in  iJ568.  Entering 
upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  without  delay,  his  career  at  the  Bar  has 
been  at  home,  with  the  exception  of  a  single  year  spent  in  New  York. 
He  inherited  his  taste  for  the  law,  and  doubtless  much  of  the  propensity 
and  many  of  the  distinctive  attributes  which  enter  into  the  highest  qualifi- 
cations of  the  successful  lawyer.  He  was  a  partner  at  Ann  Arbor  of  cx- 
Judge  Frank  Emerick,  now  ot  Alpena.  The  partnership  was  formed  iu 
1878  and  continued  about  two  years.  From  that  time  Mr.  Lawrence  con* 
tinued  in  the  practice  alone  until  1893,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
O.  E.  Butterfield.  He  has  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  the  law,  never 
having  Ijt  rn  appnintfd  tn  any  office  except  that  of  Supreme  Court  Com- 
missioiicr,  and  never  havini;  been  a  candidate  for  political  honors.  He 
IS  a  Republican,  and  what  may  be  termed  an  advisory  member  ot  the 
party,  as  his  counsels  in  management  and  administration  are  highly 
regarded.  He  has  been  local  attorney  for  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad 
(or  several  years.  His  standing  at  the  Bar  is  excellent,  and  his  reputation 
both  as  counsellor  and  trial  lawyer  assign  him  to  a  rank  well  to  the  front 
in  his  profession. 

EDWIN  LAWRENCE,  decea<^ed.  The  late  Edwin  Lawrence,  who  was 
for  many  years  judge  of  the  Circuit  Court,  and  who  was  for  a  tew  months 
judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  settled  in  Ann  Arbor  in  1832.  Not  more 
than  half  a  dozen  lawyers  preceded  him  in  Washtenaw  county.  -  He  came 
there  as  a  young  man  just  entering  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
and  became  identified  with  the  sturdy  pioneers  and  the.  men  of  the  last 
generation  who  contributed  so  much  to  th*-  pro«]>frity  and  the  glory  of 
the  State.  He  was  well  qualified  in  knowledge  of  the  law  to  make  his 
position  among  the  iirst,  and  schooled  in  the  principles  which  make  and 
govern  the  best  communities.  He  was  often  called  by  the  people  to 
serve  them  in  official  station,  and  for  twelve  years  held  the  office  of  Cir- 
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cuit  Judt:^c.  In  tliis  position  he  gained  a  favorable  acquaintance  in  the 
proiession  tliroughout  the  State.  In  May,  1857,  he  was  appointed  by 
Governor  Bingham  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the  Supreme  Bench  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  David  Johnson,  and  served  during  the  remainder  of 
that  year.  After  his  retirement  from  the  Bench  he  continued  in  the  gen- 
eral  practice  with  very  marked  success.  During  the  last  year  of  hh  active 
participation  in  the  trial  of  cinsf^s  and  the  procccdinc^';  of  rr>\irt.s  he  was  in 
partnership  with  A.  J.  Sawyer.  He  retired  from  the  practice  in  1874  and 
died  at  Ann  Arbor,  June  26,  1885,  after  a  continuous  residence  tiiere  of 
more  than  half  a  century.  His  son,  John  F.  Lawrence,  succeeds  him  in 
the  profession  and  in  citizenship  in  Washtenaw  county. 


ISAAC  M.  TURNER,  late  of  Grand  Rapids.  Mr.  Turner,  who  died  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  February  5,  1895,  had  won  a  prominent  place  in 
Grand  Rapids  business  and  professional  circles  simply  and  solely  by  his 
upright  character  and  uncommon  ability.    His  father  left  him  neither  gold 

or  lands,  but  implanted  in  his  hrart  a  love  for  good  reading  and  a  discrim- 
inating sense  as  to  what  is  best  in  the  literature  of  the  world,  lie  read 
Plutarch  and  the  old  standard  authors  before  he  was  ten  years  old.  Mr. 
Turner  was  bom  in  England,  April  6,  1851,  and  his  father  died  before  he 
reached  the  age  of  fifteen,  leaving  the  family  in  somewhat  straitened  cir- 
cumstances. But  with  a  mind  mature  beyond  his  years,  he  saw  possibilities 
for  penniless  lads  In  the  new  world  that  did  not  obtain  around  him.  fits 
mother  was  persuaded  to  cross  the  ocean  with  him  and  join  a  brother  who 
had  become  a  prosperous  farmer  in  southern  Illinois.  There  he  worked 
hard,  burned  the  midnight  oil,  pored  over  ponderous  law  tomes,  and  made 
haste  as  best  he  could  to  enter  the  legal  profession.  He  was  a  student  at 
Champaign  \vhen  President  Gregory  was  at  the  head  of  the  University 
and  was  under  his  instruction  for  two  years.  In  1876  he  entered  the  Law 
Department  of  tlie  University  of  Michigan  and  was  a  member  of  the 
graduating  class  of  1878.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  and  located  in 
Grand  Rapids,  thinking  that  in  the  midst  of  its  teeming  activities  he  could 
make  a  place  for  himself.  After  spending  a  little  time  with  Judge  Grove 
in  gaining  an  in'^ityht  into  the  business  ways  of  the  people,  he  opened  an 
office  for  himself.  There  wrts  snmrfhiivq  nt tTactivc  and  inspiring  about  the 
contagious  energy  witli  whicii  he  applied  iumseif  to  the  business  that  came 
to  him  and  he  very  quickly  won  an  enviable  position  at  the  Bar.  He  soon 
came  to  stand  among  the  first  lawyers  of  Grand  Rapids,  and  his  abilities 
were  cheerfully  recognized  alike  by  attorneys  and  judges  of  the  courts 
where  he  practised.  Judf^c  Montgomery  said  of  him  "  Mr.  Turner  is  the 
best  all  around  lawyer  and  hd<  more  tact  with  the  court  and  jim-  than  any 
other  attorney  that  1i;as  practised  in  the  Kent  county  courts  since  the  days 
of  D.  Darwin  Hughes."    He  was  associated  with  many  important  cases 
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in  Kent  county  from  1880  to  the  time  of  his  death.    His  professional 

labors  grained  much  from  his  broad  culture  and  varied  informrition.  He 
was  a  profound  student  in  many  departments  of  research,  and  was  famiiiar 
with  the  wide  sweep  of  history  and  its  great  tendencies,  as  well  as  its  more 
particular  phases.  He  was  a  lover  of  the  literature  of  all  ages  and  nations. 
It  was  a  maxim  with  him  that  in  the  knowledge  of  universal  literature  was 
to  be  found  the  widest  culture.  Mr.  Turner  was  a  shrewd  business  man 
and  a  close  student  of  the  financial  world.  He  was  a  careful  reader  of  the 
London  commercial  literature,  «uid  kept  a  close  watch  of  business  indica- 
tions all  over  the  world.  He  clearly  outlined  the  present  business  depres- 
sion while  the  country  was  still  in  the  phenomenal  activities  of  1892,  and 
pictured  the  present  situation  almost  exactly  as  it  afterwards  occurred. 
He  was;  shrewd  financier,  and  his  modest  savings  were  well  invested,  and  so 
quickly  turned  that  nt  hi?  death  he  had  accumulated  a  comfortahle  fortune. 
He  IihlI  beta  in  uncertain  health  for  several  years  and  his  sudden  illness  at 
Washington,  where  he  had  only  gone  a  week  before,  occasioned  much 
alarm.  He  went  to  the  National  Capital  as  an  attorney  in  the  celebrated 
Richardson-Belknap  contested  election  case,  and  the  circumstances  of  his 
death  wen-  peculiarly  painful.  He  was  met  at  the  train  by  Mr.  Richard- 
son, who  had  retained  his  services  as  attorney.  They  went  to  the  St. 
James  Hotel,  where  Mr.  Richardson  left  him  with  the  agreement  that  he 
would  call  in  the  evening  and  discuss  the  case.  But  leaving  the  hotel  upon 
an  errand  he  was  taken  suddenly  ill  and  was  removed  to  Providence  Hos- 
pital, where  he  was  cared  for  by  friends  until  the  arrival  of  Mrs.  Turner. 
The  resources  of  medical  skill  were  exhausted  in  his  behalf  without  avail. 
His  death  w'as  a  sudden  and  untinu  ly  closing  of  a  most  promising;  ciireer. 
It  was  not  wholly  unexpected,  or  years  those  most  intimately  associated 
with  him  had  often  felt  deep  anxiety  on  account  of  his  health.  But  he 
had  a  stout  heart  and  unshaken  courage;  and  he  compacted  into  forty- 
three  years  achievements  and  attainments  that  would  have  richly  crowned 
an  average  life  of  fourscore.  Mr.  Turner  was  the  senior  member  of 
the  law  firm  of  Turner  S,'  Carroll,  which  was  formed  in  1R80,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  the  oldest  firm  in  the  city  without  a  change.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  real  estate  firm  of  Davis,  Turner  &  Carroll. 
The  relations  existing  between  Mr.  Turner  and  Postmaster  Carroll  were 
of  the  warmest  character  and  most  confidential  in  their  nature.  Working 
easily  and  heartily  together  they  soon  built  up  a  practice  worthy  of  com- 
parison with  that  of  any  firm  in  the  State.  He  was  an  active  and  enthusi- 
astic Democrat,  and  naturally  became  the  leader  of  his  party  in  that 
section  of  the  State.  He  gave  his  services  with  no  thought  of  reward, 
and  it  was  largely  through  his  work  and  counsel  that  the  party  reached  its 
highest  influence  simultaneously  with  the  city's  greatest  prosperity.  In 
1882  he  was  elected  pro.secutinj^^  nt»omey  and  served  until  1887.  Darinj^ 
his  term  of  service  in  that  office  iie  had  several  cases  of  general  interest 
and  in  every  important  instance  he  secured  a  conviction.    One  of  the  most 
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remarkable  cases  brought  before  the  court  in  his  official  career  was  that  of 
the  People  vs.  Dr.  N.  J.  Aiken,  on  a  chaise  of  abottion.    With  the  death 
of  Mr.  Turner,  the  last  person  connected  with  that  memorable  trial  passed 
away.    Another  case  whicii  attracted  almost  as  much  attention  was  that 
of  the  People  vs.  Harry  McDowell,  a  travelling  salesman,  who  was  con- 
victed of  manslaughter.    He  broke  up  a  gang  of  thugs  who  had  infested 
the  neighborhood  of  Grandville,  and  after  a  hot  legal  fight,  railroaded 
them  to  the  penitentiary.    In  )88o  he  was  elected  alderman,  and  his  work 
in  the  common  council  was  of  oicat  value  to   Grand  Rapids.     He  was 
easily  conceded  to  be  leader  ol  that  body  when  Edwin  F.  Uhl  was  mayor. 
He  was  chairman  of  the  park  committee,  and  did  much  to  improve  the 
park  system.    He  was  the  Democratic  candidate  for  mayor  in  1893,  but 
was  defeated  by  William  J.  Stuart,  the  city  going  overwhelmingly  Repub- 
lican.    He  was  a  luiid  worker,  and,  thouirh  much  debilitated  during  the 
last  yi'.iis  <ii  li's  lite,  kept  himselt  up  by  I'.i'^  indomitable  will.     flc  was  a 
great  reader,  and  had  gathered  one  of  the  most  valuable  private  libraries 
in  the  city.    He  had  a  reputation  throughout  the  State  as  a  student  of 
Shakespeare.    He  was  genial  and  courteous  in  his  personal  character,  and 
with  all  hh  leamhig  belonged  to  the  common  people.    His  dtath  was 
deeply  mnnrned  in  Grand  Rapids.    The  local  press  hastened  to  bear  elo- 
quent tribute  to  his  manly  character  and  tiie  large  place  he  had  filled  in 
the  business  circles  of  the  city.    The  Kent  county  Bar  adopted  resolu- 
tions to  the  effect  that  it  had  lost  in  common  with  the  State  of  Michigan 
one  of  its  most  honored,  able  and  respected  members  and  citizens.  They 
declared  appreciation  of  his  sterling  character,  courage  and  fortitude  in 
nif^ftinof  and  overcoming  difficulties?.    They  recognized  in  him  the  com- 
bination ol  the  able  lawyer,  the  patriotic  citizen,  the  cultured  scholar  and 
the  considerate  gentleman.     Prominent   members  of   the  Bar  made 
addresses  of  ardent  eulogy.    WiUard  Kingsley,  in  submitting  the  resolu- 
tions, quoted  from  the  address  of  the  great  actor  Kemble,  who  said  on 
retiring  from  the  English  stage,  that 

'  He  hoped  to  enjoy  some  space  betweeo  the  theatre  aad  the  grave, 

like  tb«  Roman  in  ihe  ciipiiol, 

I  may  adjust  my  maotle  'ere  I  fall.' 

Mr.  Turner  enjoyed  no  such  space  between  the  forum  and  the  tomb,  for 
he  fell  like  a  soldier  at  the  front.  He  had  simplicity  of  manner  and  cor- 
diality of  heart.     He  has  left  an  excellent  reputation  because  he  earned  it. 

He  du^  deep  into  pt>lttical  economy  and  advocated  tho«;e  conservative 
principles  that  make  a  nation  strong.  He  was  much  more  than  a  common- 
place lawyer  in  this  commonplace  age. ' '  Mr.  Turner's  domestic  relations 
were  of  the  happiest  character.  He  and  Mrs.  Turner  became  acquainted 
while  they  were  students  at  the  University  of  Michigan.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Frances  Belle  ^Bailey,  and  her  parent'?  resided  in  Missoiiii. 
They  were  married  in  1879  ^^"'^  had  two  childien.  Henry  Carroll  and 
Agnes,    bhe  is  a  woman  of  far  more  than  ordinary'  ability  and  is  a  writer 
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of  nolf*.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Rnpids  school  board  and  takes  a 
promip.ent  part  in  the  T.adie<;'  iJtcrary  ('iuh.  Something  over  a  year 
before  his  deatii  Mr.  1  urner  purchased  the  old  Griggs  mansion  on  South 
Division  street  and  remodeled  it  so  that  it  became  one  of  the  handsomest 
residences  in  the  city.  There,  surrounded  by  his  books  and  family,  he 
spent  his  leisure  time.  He  was  domestic  in  his  tastes,  fond  of  company 
and  delighted  to  h:\vf  his  friends-  aroMnd  him  at  his  own  tah!o.  He  was 
loyal  to  tliem  and  his  noble  cliaractcr  will  be  long  remembered  by  his 
associates  in  public  and  private  life. 


THOMAS  F.  CARROLL.  Grand  Rapids.  The  subject  of  thi^  sketch 
was  born  in  Monroe  county,  New  York,  November  24,  1854.  His  father, 
James  Carroll,  was  a  direct  descendant  of  the  original  Carroll  family  of 
Ireland  and  Maryland.    He  married  Mary  Kennedy,  both  being  natives  of 

County  Meath,  Ireland.  His  parents  came  to  this  country  in  1845  and 
'a!ltlcd  in  New  York  State,  afterwards  remov  ing  to  Van  Buren  county, 
Michigan,  where  he  spent  his  carl}'  life.  While  younc^  he  evinced  a 
fondness  for  books  and  literature,  and  took  advantage  of  every  opportunity 
for  acquiring  a  thorough  education,  and  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  years 
began  teaching  school,  which  he  pursued  for  six  years;  He  read  law 
ardently  and  devotedly  during  this  tinu .  md  in  1877  located  in  Grand 
Rapids,  where,  in  the  oflfire  of  the  then  wril  known  law  firm  of  Hughes, 
O'Brien  Smiley,  he  compltteil  his  studies  and  was  adinitted  id  the  Bar 
October  14,  187S.  In  1880  he  entered  into  a  law  parlncrship  with  the 
late  Hon.  Isaac  M.  Turner,  which  partnership  continued  up  to  the  time  of 
Mr.  Turner's  death,  in  1895.  The  firm  at  that  time  had  the  distinction  of 
being  the  oldest  in  the  city  without  change  in  its  membership.  From 
1883  to  1886  he  was  assistant  prosecutincr  attorney  for  Kent  county. 
Upon  the  death  r,i  Mr.  TLii'ner  the  hnn  was  renrtjanized,  and  Joseph  Kir- 
win,  who  had  long  been  in  the  employ  oi  tlie  old  firm  as  manager  of  the 
office,  was  admitted  to  the  firm.  As  a  mark  of  respect  to  his  late  partner, 
the  name  of  Mr.  Turner  is  still  kept  in  the  firm,  the  business  being  con- 
ducted under  the  name  of  Carroll,  Turner  &  Kirwtn.  This  firm  has  always 
done  a  large  and  lucrative  law  business  and  is  amonp^  the  oldest  and 
strongest  in  the  State.  ,'\nd  while  their  practice  has  been  almost  wholly 
of  a  civil  nature,  yet  tlicy  liave  been  employed  in  some  of  the  most  impor- 
tant criminal  cases  which  have  been  on  the  court  dockets  in  recent  years. 
In  addition  to  his  lai^  law  business  Mr.  Carroll  is  an  extensive  owner  of 
real  estate,  and  is  also  Postmaster  of  Grand  Rapids,  having  been  appointed 
by  President  Cle\'cland  March  9,  1^94.  Upon  his  appointment  the  Postal 
Record  of  \Vas]iini.[ton  said,  Mr.  Carr.ill  i.s  a  Democrat,  a  self  made  man 
and  a  typical  ^Vmcricaii,  in  the  full  sense  of  the  term.  Seldom,  if  ever,  has 
a  more  thoroughly  papular  appointment  been  made  for  an  important  office 
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in  the  State  than  that  of  Thomas  F.  Carroll  for  Pof^tmaster  of  Grand 
Rapids,  not  only  from  a  poh'tical,  but  from  :i  business  standpoint.  It  is 
an  assured  fact  that  not  a  man  or  woman  in  this  city  but  witu  has  com- 
mended President  Cleveland's  action  in  this  manner.  Although  Mr.  Car- 
roll has  been  one  of  the  most  able  and  efficient  workers  for  the  principles 
of  Democracy,  to  which  his  long  and  valued  services  on  city,  county,  con- 
gressional and  State  committees  will  amply  testify,  he  has  never  smicrht 
office,  although  frequently  mentioned  and  urged  to  accept  the  nomination 
for  mayor  and  also  for  Congri^ss;  but  lias  invariably  declined,  preferring  to 
work  in  the  ranks  of  his  party  and  aid  his  friends  rather  than  accept  any 
honors  himself.  Immediately  after  the  National  election  his  name  was 
su^ested  unanimously  by  the  party  leaders  as  the  man  on  whom  the 
impnrt.-int  position  to  which  he  has  been  appointed  without  opposition, 
should  be  bestowed.  Hi??  high  character,  business  ability,  encrj^-  and 
social  qualities  einiiiently  fit  him  for  the  place.  Under  his  guidance  the 
office  will  not  recede,  but,  on  the  contrary  will  be  made  to  keep  pace  with 
the  rapid  advancement  of  the  city.  He  assumed  charge  of  the  office  April 
7,  succeeding  Col.  G.  G.  Briggs,  whose  term  had  expired.  One  of  the 
leading  bankers  of  Grand  Rapids  has  this  to  say: 

"  T  regard  Mr.  Carroll  as  one  of  the  safe  nnd  roiT^ervative  lawyers  of 
our  city.  A  man  of  broad  learning,  sound  judgment,  coupled  with  fine 
executive  ability,  as  his  record  as  a  lawyer  and  business  man  has  often 
demonstrated;  and  as  has  been  particularly  shown  in  his  officI;il  c.ipacil\ 
SIS  postmaster  of  our  city.  He  reorganized  and  systemized  the  entire  oftice, 
so  that  to-day  we  have  beyond  question  the  best  equipped  and  best  man- 
aged post  office  in  the  country,  and  among  all  our  people  there  is  but  one 
opinion  about  Mr.  Carroll,  and  that  is,  '  fie  a  successful  lawyer,  and  one 
in  whom  his  large  clientage  has  the  utmost  confidence,  and  is  the  best 
postmaster  this  tity  has  ever  had.'  " 

Mr.  Carroll  was  married  October  ii,  1880,  to  Ella  M.  Remington, 
eldest  daughter  of  W.  B.  Remington,  of  Grand  Rapids,  who  died  in  January, 

1882.  He  v.a?  a  <=econd  time  married  August  19,  1889,  to  Julia  Af^nes 
Mead,  only  daughter  of  the  late  Major  A.  B.  Watson.  By  the  former 
marriage  he  has  a  son,  Charles  Carroll,  and  by  the  latter  marriage  a 
daughter,  Katharine  Carroll. 


CHARLES  V.  CALKINS,  late  of  Giand  Rapids.  Charles  T.  Calkms 
was  born  January  24,  iSoj  at  Hinesburg,  Chittenden  county,  Vermont, 
and  died  at  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  September  2,  1890.  His  earliest 
education  was  received  in  his  native  county,  but,  coming  west,  it  was  con- 
tinued and  completed  at  Kalamazoo  and  Ann  Arbor.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  of  Michitran  in  1831;.  The  following  year  he  removed  to  Grand 
Rapids,  which  continut  d  to  bc  his  home  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
In  1837  he  formed  a  partnership  for  the  practice  of  law  with  Benjamin  G. 
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Bridge,  who  died  in  1870.  For  '^ome  years  thereafter  he  continued  in 
practice  alone  and  succeeded  w  ell  in  tlu-  profession.  In  1 853  he  associated 
with  himself  in  partnership  Jolin  1 .  Holmes,  who  had  been  a  student  at 
law  in  his  office.  In  1879  he  retired  from  the  practice,  in  which  he  had 
been  actively  engaged  for  nearly  forty-five  years.  The  official  positions 
which  he  held  were  related  to  the  legal  profession.  He  was  Master  in 
Chancery  for  thr  Circ'iit  Co-jit  in  1848-49:  justice  of  the  peace  in  1845 
and  city  recorder  in  1850.  He  declined  poiiticai  office  at  all  times  nnfl 
under  all  circumstances,  preferring  to  devote  himself  wholly  to  the  practice 
of  law.  Mr.  Calkins  was  one  of  the  pioneer  lawyers  of  Kent  county, 
only  one  or  two  having  preceded  him.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
the  oldest  member  of  the  Bar,  counting  from  date  of  his  admission.  He 
had  formed  the  habit  of  industry  in  enrly  !ife,  which  was  continued  during 
all  the  years  of  his  practice.  He  became  familiar  with  the  principles  of 
law,  the  statutes  and.the  reports  from  close  application  to  reading  and  the 
frequent  recurrence  to  them  in  practice.  He  was  a  good  counsellor  and 
a  logical  reasoner,  able  to  present  a  strong  argument  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Judge  or  the  information  of  a  jury,  although  he  was  not  in  the 
popular  sense  an  orator.  He  early  estab1i<?hed  a  reputation  for  honest \ 
and  high  moral  courage,  which  remained  witii  him  throughout  life  and  was 
left  unstained  by  any  dishonorable  action  or  questionable  conduct.  He 
gained  and  held  the  love  and  respect  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived 
so  Ion  I;  and  which  his  example,  industry,  public  spirit  and  morality  helped 
to  build.  He  was  married  December  23,  1839,  to  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Hins- 
dale, of  Grand  Rapids. 


CHARLES  W.  CALKIN.S,  Grand  Rapids,  is  the  son  of  Charles  P.  and 
Mary  Hinsdale  Calkins.  He  was  born  June  ig.  1842.  He  was  (  du rated 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  the  engineer  corps  of  Michigan  under  Col.  William  F. 
Innes.  His  soldierly  qualities  soon  marked  him  for  promotion  and  he 
served  six  months  as  regimental  sergeant  major  and  for  two  years  as  first 
lictitenant  and  adjutant.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  remained  south  for 
some  tinu:  imi  rnte,'red  the  employ  of  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  rail- 
road, at  Nashville,  as  general  business  agent.  After  returning  home  he 
was  CHipiuyed  for  three  years  by  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern, 
as  cashier,  at  KaUmazoo.  In  1871  he  embarked  in  mercantile  business  at 
Grand  Rapids,  which  was  continued  four  years.  In  1875  he  established 
an  insunmce  and  loan  business.  During  this  time  he  was  reading  and 
studying  law,  and  in  1881  was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  He  has  not  engaged 
in  general  practice,  but  employed  his  knowledge  of  the  law  and  the  privil- 
eges secured  by  his  license  in  the  special  practice  incidental  to  his  loan 
business.    Mr.  Calkins  has  discharged  the  duties  of  citizenship  and  taken 
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a  lively  interest  in  municipal  affairs.  He  has  served  a  term  in  the  common 
COtincil  of  the  city,  two  terms  on  the  board  of  education  and  eight  years 
on  the  board  of  health.  For  three  years  he  has  been  secretary  of  the 
Michigan  Masonic  Home  Association,  in  whose  management  he  has  been 
influential.  The  military  taste  acquired  during  early  life  led  to  his  identi- 
fication with  the  militia  organizations  of  the  State.  For  seventeen  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  militia  and  during  that  time  ^rved  in  every  rank 
from  private  to  chief  of  staff  of  the  brigadier  general  commanding,  with 
the  rank  ot  lieutenant  colonel.  Colonel  Calkins  has  attended  every  State 
encampment  in  Michigan,  either  as  an  active  participant  or  an  interested 
visitor.  In  the  conduct  of  his  business,  as  in  all  public  affairs,  he  is 
methodical,  careful  and  systematic.  Order  and  neatness  have  a  place  in 
the  arrangement  of  everything  managed  by. him  and  he  works  quietly, 
without  pomp  or  ostentation.  His  intelligence  and  refinement  are  crowned 
by  a  strict  morality  and  therefore  he  is  a  valuable  citizen  in  a  progressive 
community.  He  was  married  September  2i,  1869,  to  Miss  Mary  L. 
Scovel,  daughter  of  H.  G.  Scovel,  of  Nashville,  Tennessee.  They  have 
three  children,  Anna,  Eflie  and  Charlotte.  Colonel  Calkins  is  a  member 
of  St.  Mark's  Episcopal  Church,  and  has  served  seven  years  as  a  vestry- 
man. 


MITCHELL  J.  SMILEY,  Chicago.  Mr.  Smiley,  though  a  resident  of 
Chicago  at  the  present  time,  has  loiuy  hecn  intimately  associated  with  the 
courts  of  Michigan,  in  which  for  many  yenrs  he  has  been  a  siicces  lul  prac- 
titioner. He  was  born  in  South  Avon,  New  York,  May  2,  1841,  and  ten 
years  later  removed  with  his  parents  to  Van  Buren  county,  Michigan, 
where  they  settled  on  a  farm.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm  and 
developed  a  strong  and  sturdy  physique  that  has  stood  him  well  m  hand 
during  the  close  and  exhaustive  labors  of  the  later  years.  He  was  bright 
and  ambitious ;  at  the  a^c  of  seventeen  became  a  student  of  Kalania.700 
College,  and  taught  part  of  each  year  for  the  purpose  of  paying  his  own 
expenses.  He  began  the  study  of  law  in  i860  under  the  direction  of  N.  A. 
Balch,  of  Kalamazoo,  who  was  then  at  the  summit  of  his  professional 
career.  Two  years  later  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  and  was  at  once  taken 
into  partnership  by  his  preceptor,  who  had  come  to  high's-  esteem  the 
earneet  and  capable  younf:^  attorney.  Mr.  Balch  and  Mr.  .Smiley  were 
together  in  practice  some  ten  years,  and  the  firm  was  dissolved  on  account 
of  the  desire  of  the  junior  partner  to  enter  into  p  irtnership  with  Hughes  & 
O'Brien,  of  Grand  Rapids.  They  needed  the  additional  services  of  a  good 
trial  lawyer  in  their  business,  and  made  him  a  very  flattering  proposition, 
which  he  accepted  and  accordingly  removed  to  Grand  Rapids.  On  the 
death  of  Mr.  Hughes  in  1883,  Mr.  Smiley  organized  the  firm  of  Smiley  & 
Earl,  which  was  dissolved  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Earl  in  1891.    Soon  after- 
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wards  he  fonnned  a  partnership  with  Wm.  Alden  Smith  and  Frederick  W. 
Stevens,  which  continued  until  February,  1895,  when  the  iirm  was  dis- 
solved and  Mr.  Smiley  removed  to  Chicago,  on  account  of  the  greater 

facility  afforded  there  for  the  executive  manae;emetit  of  corporations  in 
another  State.  Prior  to  that  time  he  had  acquired  large  interests  in  Wis- 
consin and  had  been  elected  president  of  several  corporations,  chief  of 
which  is  the  Land,  Log  &  Lumber  Company  of  Milwaukee.  Other 
important  ones  are  the  West  Shore  Lumber  Company  of  Racine,  and  the 
Penobscot  I. umber  and  Dock  Company  of  Milwaukee.  In  Chicago  he 
associated  with  himself  Mr.  Thomas  C.  Clark  in  the  firm  of  Smiley  & 
Clark,  for  a  general  law  practice,  which  is  carried  on  in  addition  to  the  cor- 
porate and  business  interests.  For  twenty-five  years  he  was  singularly 
devoted  to  the  law  and  it  is  only  within  a  comparatively  recent  period  that 
other  affairs  have  been  permitted  even  to  divide  his  allegiance.  When 
twenty-four  year?  of  age  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature  on  the 
Democratic  ticke  t  ind  was  defeated,  perhaps  fortunately  for  him';clf.  Some 
years  later  he  can»c  within  fifty  votes  of  an  election  to  the  office  of  jVIayor 
of  Grand  Rapids,  as  an  independent  candidate.  He  has  sought  no  prefer- 
ment and  cherished  no  political  ambition.  For  an  estimate  of  his  abilities 
and  characteristics  the  editor  applied  to  one  of  the  very  able  practi- 
tioners of  the  State,  whose  intimate  relations  afforded  the  opportunity^  of 
studying  the  subject  and  whose  impartiality  lends  value  to  his  judgment. 
And  this  is  what  he  says : 

"  For  many  years  Mr.  Smiley  has  been  rated  as  one  of  the  real  lead- 
er- uf  the  Bar  of  the  State  of  Michigan.  While  he  has  been  connected 
with  many  of  the  great  cases,  his  reputation  is  not  due  to  any  special  effort 
of  his  in  any  one  prominent  case,  but  rather  to  thoroughness;  in  every  case 
with  which  he  has  been  connected.  Hi.s  reputation  was  not,  therefore,  of 
hasty  growth,  but  is  firmly  fi.ved.  Nor  is  it  confined  to  particular  merit  in 
.some  one  branch  of  profcisiuual  work,  as  is  often  the  case  ^vith  distin- 
guished lawyers.  In  his  case  it  can  hardly  be  said  that  he  excels  any  more 
in  one  branch  than  in  another.  To  use  a  common  expression,  he  is  an 
'  all  round  good  lawyer.'  If  there  be  any  kind  of  legal  work  in  which  he 
may  be  said  to  be  more  valuable  than  in  other  kinds,  it  is  the  trial  or  diffi- 
cult jury  c.'isc^,  and  to  this  fact  may  be  attributed  his  employment  by 
many  corporations  in  the  defense  of  damage  cases.  His  skill  in  the  exam- 
ination of  adverse  witnesses  is  not  less  notable  than  the  ability  with  which 
he  presents  the  evidence  to  the  jury  and  the  law  to  the  court.  In  the 
popular  sense  of  the  term,  he  is  not  eloquent  in  his  addrc««  fn  a  iuiy,  but 
he  appeals  strongly  to  the  reason  of  the  jurors,  with  sledge-hammer  blows 
striking  the  weak  places  in  his  opponent's  case,  by  a  close  analysis  of  the 
testimony  and  a  logical  arrangement  of  the  facts.  In  the  preparation  of  a 
case  for  trial,  he  is  diligent  to  a  high  <ii  gree,  shrinking  from  no  amount  of 
labor  which  may  be  necessary  to  pre(>are  himself  on  all  points  to  insure 
success.  Herein  lies  the  secret  of  success  in  the  profession,  and  in  its  ser- 
vice Mr.  Smiley  has  the  advantage  of  excellent  health  and  a  viojorous  con- 
stitution. Among  tliosc  who  have  observed  hini  in  the  trial  of  a  case,  it  is 
notable  that  he  seldom  appears  surprised  or  disconcerted  by  anything  in 
the  way  of  proof.    However  damaging  may  be  the  answers  of  a  witness,  it 
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is  not  given  additional  importance  by  anything  in  Mr.  Smiley's  counten- 
ance or  in  his  speech,  although  he  is  a  most  acute  observer  of  the  tendency 
of  the  evidence.  Tie  never  loses  his  temper  during  a  trial  and  h  uniformly 
courteous  to  his  opponents,  indulging,  however,  in  no  flattery.  During 
the  trial  It  is  his  liabit  to  take  (nil  notes  of  the  testimony,  sometimes  with 
considerable  d(  Ii!)(  ration,  and  unlike  llu  ic-^ults  of  such  energy  in  the  case 
of  many  attorneys,  one  who  looks  on  the  paper  will  find  something  legible. 
His  extreme  modesty  has  prevented  his  elevation  to  exalted  judicial  place 
for  which  the  entire  Bar  of  the  State  recognize  his  fitness.  By  general 
consent  he  occupies  the  position  of  leader  of  the  Bar  of  Western  Michigan," 

One  nf  thf  greatest  compliments  that  can  be  paid  an  attorney  iri  the 
opinion  of  the  legal  fraternity  is  to  be  called  uUu  cases  as  counsel  by  other 
lawyers,  for  it  dt^monstrates  the  estimation  placed  upon  his  abilities  by  men 
most  competent  to  judge.  For  the  past  twenty  years  a  large  portion  of 
Mr.  Smiley*s  practice  has  come  to  him  through  the  de.sire  of  brother  attor- 
neys to  have  his  assistance  in  the  trial  of  their  cases  before  juries  and  in 
legal  and  equitable  jirorcedings  before  the  courts.  His  practice  extended 
not  only  to  all  the  courts  of  Michigan,  but  he  many  times  appeared  before  the 
courts  of  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Wisconsin.  During  his  practice,  Mr.  Smiley  s 
services  have  been  particularly  sought  by  railroad  corporations.  He  for 
many  years  was  the  trial  lawyer  of  the  Grand  Rapids  and  Indiana  R.  R. 
Co.,  and  for  a  time  acted  as  it^  general  counsel.  He  has  been  the  local 
attorney  for  the  Chicasro  &  West  Michigan  R.  R.  Co.,  the  Detroit,  Lan- 
sing &  Northern  R.  R.  Co.,  and  the  Detroit,  Grand  Hav<^t)  &  Milwaukee 
R'y  Co.,  and  has  tried  many  cases  for  all  of  them  in  Kent  and  other 
counties  of  Michigan.  He  has  been,  and  still  is,  the  general  counsel  for 
the  Manistee  &  North  Eastern  R'y  Co.,  and  has  at  times  been  retained  in 
important  matters  of  the  Pennsylvania  Company.  Scarcely  a  volume  of 
the  reports  of  the  opinions  filed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan  begin- 
ning with  Vol.  IS  has  been  publislied,  in  which  Mr.  Smiley's  name  does 
not  appear  as  attorney  for  one  of  the  contesting  parties.  When  it  is 
remembered  that  Vol.  15  contains  the  cases  heard  in  1866,  and  that  since 
that  time  about  ninety  additional  volumes  have  been  published,  the  extent 
of  his  practice  before  that  tribunal  may  be  inui^incd.  His  practice  also 
before  the  Federal  Courts  of  Michigan  was  vcr\-  hirj_;e,  the  calendar^  the 
.Western  District  showing  that  he  appeared  in  more  cases  than  any  other 
attorney  who  practised  at  that  Bar.  His  extensive  practice  in  this  court 
necessarily  resulted  in  his  appearing  many  times  before  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  in  cases  taken  there  on  appeal.  The  records  of  that 
court  show  more  than  a  score  of  cases  argued  by  him  and  they  also  show 
that  in  more  than  two-thirds  of  these  cases  he  met  with  success.  Among 
the  many  important  cases  argued  by  him  there  were  those  known  as  the 
Lake  Shore  Railroad  Bond  cases  and  the  Great  Western  Insurance  Com- 
pany cases,  all  of  which  involved  large  sums  of  money,  and  in  all  of  which 
his  clients  were  victorious.  Lawyers  of  Michigan  are  all  familiar  with  the 
famous  Perrin  cases  which  were  so  long  before  the  Federal  and  State 
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Courts  and  the  sensational  "Jockey  Brown''  will  case,  in  both  ot  which 
Mr.  Smiley  was  counsei.  In  Attoiaey  General  vs.  Ruggles  and  Brown  vs- 
Brown  many  complicated  legal  questions  as  to  land  titles  were  settled  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan  on  lines  laid  down  by  him  in  his  briefs 
and  presented  by  him  in  his  argumc[iti>  before  that  court.  Among  the 
many  cases  tried  by  htm  before  the  Kent  county  courts,  and  afterwards 
argued  by  him  in  the  Supreme  Court  that  are  celebrated  locally  lor  the 
amount  involved  and  the  nice  legal  questions  raised,  are  Godfrey  vs.  Rath* 
borne,  a  complicated  partnership  accounting,  and  the  Leonard  insanity 
case.  The  Bench  before  which  Mr.  Smiley  has  appeared  during  his  many 
years  of  practice,  and  the  lawyers  with  whom  he  has  been  associated,  or  to 
whom  he  has  been  opposed,  unite  in  saying  that  a  distinguished  character- 
istic is  his  unvarying  honesty  to  the  court  and  counsel.  He  never  know- 
ingly mistakes  the  law  or  the  facts,  and  agreements  made  by  him  with 
opposing  counsel  are  uniformly  carried  out  with  scrupulous  exactness.  In 
1874  he  married  Miss  Florence  M.  Fitts  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Edmund  C,  now  in  his  second 
year  at  Yale,  and  Louise  B.,  a  girl  of  twelve.  Mrs;.  Smiley  has  always 
occupied  a  high  position  in  society  and  is  especially  well  icnown  in  Graud 
Rapids  for  her  work  in  literary  and  musical  circles.  It  is  needless  to  add 
that  her  hospitable  home  has  always  borne  evidence  of  her  artistic  tastes. 


EDWIN  F.  UHL,  Grand  Rapids.  Hon,  Edwin  F.  Uhl,  ambassador  to 
the  Court  of  Germany,  was  bom  August  14,  1841,  near  Avon  Springs, 
New  York.  His  parents,  David  M.  Uhl  and  Catherine  De  Ganno,  were 
natives  of  Duchess  county,  New  York.  They  removed  to  Michigan  in 
1844  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Ypsilanti,  where  Edwin  -/n-w  to  manhood, 
gaining  in  the  meantime  a  practical  familarity  with  all  kinds  of  farm  work. 
He  attended  the  district  school  in  boyhood  and  was  prepared  for  college 
under  the  instruction  of  Prof.  Joseph  Esterbrook,  in  the  Union  school  at 
Ypsilanti.  He  entered  the  University  of  Michigan  in  1858,  took  the 
classical  course  of  instruction  and  was  graduated  from  the  Literary  Depart- 
ment with  the  class  of  1862,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  course.  Some 
three  years  later  the  degree  of  Ariium  Magister  was  conferred  upon  him 
by  his  Alma  Mater.  His  study  in  the  text  books  of  the  law  was  begun  at 
Ypsilanti  under  the  instruction  and  in  the  office  of  Norris  &  Ninde,  and  his 
formal  admission  to  the  Bar  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  was  in 
Januar>',  1864.  For  the  next  two  years  he  ( ntiai^ed  in  practice  alone,  and 
in  1866  was  fortunate  in  forming  a  partnt  rshij)  with  Hon.  Lyman  Decatur 
Nonis,  one  ot  the  most  eminent  and  successful  lawyers  of  Michigan.  His 
aptitude  in  the  law  and  his  habits  as  a  student  had  not  escaped  the  observa- 
tion  of  his  perceptor,  Mr.  Norris,  during  the  years  of  his  preparation,  and 
the  firm  of  Norris  &  Uhl  then  formed  became  one  of .  the  strongest,  most 
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widely  known  atu!  prosperous  in  the  State  dmint;  the  years  that  followed. 
A  dissolution  was  occasioned  in  1871  by  the  removal  of  Mr.  Norm  to 
Grand  Rapids,  but  the  partnership  relation  was  renewed  a  few  years  later, 
after  the  removal  of  Mr.  Uht  to  the  same  city.  He  was  appointed 
attorney  of  the  Detroit,  Hillsdale  and  Indiana,  and  the  Detroit,  Eel  River 
and  Illinois  railroad  companies,  and  subsequently  was  appointed  receiver  of 
the  former  company.  Ho  s<Tvcd  one  term  as  prosecuting  attorney  of 
Washtenaw  county,  and  decUned  a  second  nomination  because  of  his  prefer- 
ence for  private  practice.  From  1873  to  1876  he  was  associated  in  partner- 
ship with  Albert  Crane,  under  the  style  of  Uhl  &  Crane,  at  Ypsilanti,  and 
in  January,  1876,  Mr.  Uhl  removed  to  Grand  Rapids,  where,  at  the  begin* 
ning  of  the  next  year,  he  renewed  the  association  with  his  old  partner  and 
preceptor  in  the  law,  L.  D.  Norri*.  It  is  a  sitTnificant  and  singular  fact  in 
his  career  at  the  Bar  that  he  entered  into  partnership  relations  at  Grand 
Rapids,  successively,  with  both  of  the  lawyers  with  whom  he  had  been 
associated  at  Ypsilanti.  The  dissolution  of  his  partnership  with  Mr. 
Norris,  January  1,  1887,  was  followed  a  year  later  by  the  organization 
of  the  firm  of  Uhl  &  Crane.  This  partnership  was  continued  until 
Januarv  i,  1B94,  when  the  senior  member  was  called  to  Washington. 
The  business  of  both  firms  in  Grand  Rapids  with  which  Mr.  Uhl 
was  connected  was  large  and  lucrative,  embracing  as  great  a  variety 
of  litigation  and  as  many  important  cases  as  came  into  the  hands  of 
any  firm  of  lawyers  in  Western  Michigan.  During  all  this  time  Mr. 
Uhl  w  1^  raining  reputation  as  a  lawyer  and  cmuicncc  at  the  Bar.  He 
had  also  become  prominent  in  State  and  National  politics.  November, 
1893  he  was  appointed  assistant  Secretary  '>t  Siatij  and  removed  to  Wash- 
ington, He  filled  this  position  until  May,  ii>yo,  performing  all  official 
duties  with  the  utmost  prudence  and  sagacity.  His  record  there  was  his 
highest  recommendation  for  promotion  to  a  very  exalted  and  responsible 
diplomatic  post.  He  was  appointed  by  President  Cleveland  to  represent 
the  United  States  as  Ambassador  to  the  Court  of  (Tcnnrmy.  As  soon  as 
the  arrangement  of  his  private  busine^  permitted,  he  went  abroad  to  enter 
upon  the  duties  appci  taining  to  an  ambassador.  His  appointment  was  a 
recc^nition  of  the  spirit  of  the  civil  service  laws — ^promotion  for  merit. 
Mr.  Uhl's  prominence  in  financial  affairs  has  not  been  less  conspicuous 
than  in  the  law.  For  fifteen  years  he  has  been  connected  directly  with  the 
management  of  hr^c  corporations  at  Grand  Rapids.  From  1881  Mnti!  his 
removal  to  Washington  he  was  president  of  the  Grand  Rapids  National 
Bank.  For  some  time  he  was  president  of  the  Gunn  Hardware  Company, 
engaged  in  the  importing  and  jobbing  business.  He  is  a  stockholder  and 
director  in  several  large  manufacturing  companies.  He  was  for  several 
years  attorney  for  llu  ?^Iichigan  Central  railroad.  Until  he  had  become 
firmly  established  in  the  practice  of  the  law  aiul  accumulated  a  competence 
he  was  little  inclined  to  accept  political  otiice,  although  regarded  as  a  most 
available  candidate,  and  frequently  solicited  by  his  partisan  friends  to 
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stand  for  office.  He  served  two  terms  as  mayor  ol  Grand  Rapids.  He 
gets  on  well  at  whatever  he  undertakes,  because  he  gives  evety  step  due 
consideration.  Socially  inclined,  his  companionship  is  sought  and  his 
friendship  highly  regarded.    He  was  the  first  president  of  the  Peninsular 

Club.  He  is  an  Episcopalian,  a  member  nnd  nnr.  of  the  wardens  of  St. 
Mark's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  at  Giand  Rapids.  Ho  was  married  May 
I,  1865,  at  Ypsiianti,  to  Miss  Alice  Follett,  whose  lather,  Benjamin  Fol- 
lett,  was  a  leading  citizen  of  Michigan.  They  have  four  children, 
namely,  Lucy  Follett,  David  Edwin,  Alice  Edwina,  and  Marshall 
Mortimer. 


CHARLES  M.  WILSON,  Grand  Rapids.  The  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphical sketch  is  of  Scotch,  English  and  Irish  extraction.  His  father, 
Henry  J.  Wilson,  bom  at  Avon,  New  York,  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent; 

a  man  of  afTairs,  a  bankrr  and  a  merchant,  who  came  to  Mirhipan  in  1846 
and  setticd  ia  Ionia,  where  he  carried  on  business  until  his  death  iti  1879. 
His  mother,  Helen  Moseman,  was  of  Scotch>English  descent,  a  woman 
of  firm  Christian  character  and  estimable  traits.  She  is  still  living  in  Ionia. 
Charles  M.  is  one  of  a  family  of  five  children  and  the  eldest  son.  The 
only  daughter  is  Mrs.  Lee  M.  Hutchins,  of  Detroit;  the  second  son  is 
William  K.  Wilson,  a  merchant  of  Ionia;  the  third  is  Huorh  K.  Wilson,  of 
Grand  Kapids,  a  lawyer;  the  fourth  is  Gilbert  W.  WiJson,  of  Ionia,  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  with  his  elder  brother.  Charles  M.  passed  his 
boyhood  days  in  Ionia,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  received 
a  diploma  from  the  high  school  in  1875.  After  tal  itnT  a  post  graduate 
course  of  one  year  in  the  high  school,  he  entered  tin  I.itt  rar}'^  Department 
of  the  University  of  Michigan  in  the  fall  of  iS7'i,  and  w  is  graduated  as  a 
Bachelor  of  Letters  in  June,  1880.  While  in  the  university  he  displayed 
talent  as  a  writer  and  an  orator.  He  was  graduated  with  honors  and  chosen 
the  class  historian.  He  was  also  selected  from  the  Literary  Department 
of  the  University  to  deliver  the  address  on  behalf  of  that  department  to 
President  Angell  on  tlic  eve  ofhis  departure  for  China  as  the  Envoy- Extraor- 
dinary of  the  I  iiittd  State*;.  After  the  completion  of  hh  course  he 
relumed  to  Ionia,  where  for  a  time  he  was  employed  as  editor  of  Tke 
Standard.  His  leisure  hours  during  the  same  period  were  occupied  with 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Blanchard,  Bell  &  Cagwin.  Indeed  it  is 
proper  to  say  that  most  of  his  time  was  devoted  to  the  study  of  law  and 
the  editorial  work  wa^  incidental.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Ionia 
upon  passing  the  required  examination  in  September,  1882,  and  the  same 
month  entered  the  senior  class  of  the  Law  Department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan.  His  study  in  the  office  and  his  admission  to  the  Bar,  upon 
examination,  were  accepted  as  the  equivalent  of  the  first  year  in  the  law 
course.    After  his  graduation  in  the  class  of  1883,  he  settled  in  Grand 
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Rapids  in  April,  and  was  en)plo\'cd  as  clerk  in  the  law  ot'iicc  ol  (.'hamplin 
&  More.  This  engagement  continued  only  utuil  January,  1884,  when  the 
firm  was  dissolved  by  reason  of  the  entrance  of  Jud^c  ChampHn  upon  the 
duties  of  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan,  to  which  he  had  been 
elected.  Soon  afterwards  Mr.  Wilson  formed  a  partnership  with  John  E. 
Mnrr.  junior  member  of  the  firm,  in  whose  office  hp  hnd  found  employ- 
ment, under  the  name  of  More  &  Wilson,  and  the  partnership  is  still  main- 
tained. With  a  single  exception,  it.  is  the  oldest  law  tirm  m  Grand  Rapids. 
Among  the  important  cases  with  which  he  has  been  connected  may  be  men- 
tioned Koopman  vs.  Blodgett  in  the  Missaukee  Circuit.  This  case  involved 
the  relative  rights  of  l(^>runners  and  mill  owners  on  the  streams  of  the 
State.  It  is  reported  in  70th  Michir^an.  page  610.  Mr.  Wilson  was  one 
of  the  counsel  for  complainant.  The  case  wa-j  carried  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  where  the  complainant  prevailed.  Another  case  that  may  be  men- 
tioned is  Brown  vs.  Grand  Rapids  Parlor  Furniture  Company,  in  the 
United  States  circuit  court,  in  which  he  was  one  of  the  covinsel  for  defend- 
ants. The  case  involved  the  right  of  an  insolvent  corporation  to  give 
preferences  to  its  creditors.  The  decision  was  in  favor  of  the  defendants 
in  the  lower  court  ;  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  Urutcd  States  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals,  and  the  decision  of  the  lower  eovirt  was  affirmed.  U.  S.  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  Appeals  Reports,  volume  7,  page  225.  As  a  lawyer  Mr. 
Wilson  is  very  clear  in  his  discernment  of  points  and  felicitous  in  the 
expressioti  tf  his  views.  He  understands  the  theory  of  the  law  and  has 
made  himself  familiar  with  the  trxt  books.  He  examines  authorities 
relating  to  his  cases  with  a  ^;rcal  deal  ol  care,  not  overlooking  those  v.'hich 
favor  the  opposite  side  of  the  controversy.  He  scck.-^  to  understand  hisi 
own  case  and  at  the  same  time  inform  himself  thoroughly  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  case  made  by  his  adversary  and  the  authorities  relied  upon  to  main- 
tain it.  On  account  of  this  carefulness  he  is  not  often  surprised  in  the 
trial  of  a  case,  but  is  usually  ready  with  an  argument  to  meet  any  position 
that  may  be  taken  by  oppo.sing  counsel.  Politically  he  has  always  adhered 
to  the  Democratic  party,  believing  in  its  time-honored  principles  and 
defending  the  views  of  the  fathers.  In  the  campaign  of  1896  he  was 
enrolled  with  the  Sound  Money  Democrats  and  was  an  alternate  at  their 
National  Convention  at  Indianapolis,  September  z.  He  has  never  at  any 
time  been  an  office-seeker,  but  was  the  nominee  of  his  party  for  prose- 
cutinj.;  attorney  of  Kent  county  in  1894.  Although  running  ahead  oi  his 
ticket,  he  went  djown  with  the  land-slide  that  was  universal  in  that  cam- 
paign. In  June,  1893,  he  was  appointed  by  Comptroller  of  the  Currency 
Eckels  Receivei"  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Lakota,  North  Dakota,  and 
in  October,  iRr)6.  he  was  appointed  Receiver  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Mt.  I'll  i^ant.  Michifran.  June  3,  1891,  he  was  married  to  Jane  Wads- 
wortli  IJuiuiing,  uf  Auburn,  New  York,  daughter  of  Henry  S.  and  Jane 
Wadsworth  Dunning,  of  that  city.  They  have  one  son,  Henry  Dunning 
Wilson,  aged  four  years.    Mr.  Wilson  has  the  characteristics  and  qualities 
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of  a  successful  business  man.  He  has  been  a  member  of  Westminster 
Presbjrterian  Church  during  the  period  of  his  residence  in  Grand  Rapidn 
and  is  one  of  the  trustees.  He  is  a  lawyer  of  more  than  average  ability 
and  of  unchallenged  integrity.    He  has  made  for  himself  an  honorable 

position  at  Hie  Bar,  and  by  his  courteous  manner,  dt-ferencc  to  his  asso- 
ciates in  th(  profession,  and  respect  for  the  court,  has  won  the  esteem  of 
all  practiiioiicrs,  as  well  as  of  the  courts  in  which  he  has  the  management 
of  cases.  He  is  quiet  in  deportment,  unassuming  in  bearing,  even-tem- 
pered, sincere — exhibiting  the  spirit  of  Christianity.  He  is  guided  in  his 
practiL.c  by  strong  convictions,  and  it  is  not  in  his  nature  to  be  connected 
know  ingly  with  any  action  that  i-^  improperor  q'le'^tirin able.  In  the  home, 
in  the  lar^^^cr  ci'-cle  of  society,  ni  the  church,  m  the  cumniuiiity  and  in  his 
professional  work  his  motives  and  conduct  arc  alike  irreproachable. 


FRED  ArCUSTUS  MAYNARD,  Grand  Rapids.  This  distinguished 
representative  of  the  Michigan  Bar  is  the  Attorney  (iencral  of  the  Stale, 
is  still  iu  the  prime  of  life,  and  his  friends  inaint  that  he  is  at  the  opening 
of  a  brilliant  career.  He  is  a  master  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  law, 
and  his  enviable  standing  as  an  honest  man  and  an  upright  citizen  gives 
character  to  his  eloquent  speech.  He  was  born  in  Ann  Arbor,  January 
20,  1852,  and  his  career  has  honored  his  native  state.  His  father,  John 
W.  Maynard.  the  oldest  livint^  settler  of  Washtenaw  county  a'^  resnccts 
years  of  residence.  The  fachcr  came  from  Ma.ssachusetts  iu  18-^4,  and 
when  he  grew  to  manhood  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Ann  Arbor, 
in  which  he  is  still  interested.  By  his  generosity  it  was  made  possible  for 
Ann  Arbor  to  become  the  seat  of  the  great  University  of  Michigan.  Mr. 
Maynard*  s  mother  is  a  native  of  New  York,  the  daughter  of  the  Hon. 
Gideon  Willcoxson,  a  leader  of  the  Bar  in  the  early  days  of  Michigan. 
She  came  with  her  parents  to  Ami  Arbor  in  the  spring  of  1826.  Mr. 
Maynard  s  parents  were  married  on  the  7th  day  of  December,  1836,  and 
soon  thereafter  established  their  home  in  the  house  which  they  now 
occupy.  It  is  thought  that  this  is  the  oldest  home  in  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan. Mr.  Maynard  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof,  and  graduated 
from  the.  city  high  school  in  1870.  The  same  year  he  matriculated  in 
the  Classical  Department  in  the  University  of  Michif^n,  and  in  due  time 
completed  his  studies  and  receiving  the  degree  of  A.B.  in  18/4,  la  the 
fall  of  that  year  he  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  same  University, 
and  made  so  good  a  record  in  the  next  two  years  that  he  was  graduated 
without  undergoing  the  ordeal  f  m  examination.  Even  while  a  law 
student  he  was  admitted  to  tiie  Wayne  county  Bar.  nf'er  a  thnm-ityli 
examination,  in  the  spring  of  1875.  in  1876  he  had  conlerrcd  upon  him 
the  degrees  of  M.A.  and  LL.  B.  The  Literary  class  of  1874  contained  a 
number  who  have  since  become  prominent  in  professional,  business  and 
36 
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political  cirdes.  Among  these  is  Dr.  Heniy  Wade  R<^ers,  president  of 
the  Northwestern  University  at  Evanston,  Illinois;  Lawrence  Maxwell,  of 
Cincinnati,  a  leader  of  the  Ohio  Bar,  and  lately  Solicitor  General  of  the 
United  States;  Henry  T.  Thurbcr,  President  Clcvclamrs  private  secre- 
tary; Victor  H.  Lane,  Circuit  Judge;  TTenry  R.  Pattengill,  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Instruction  of  Michigan;  William  H.  Wells,  a  leader  of  the 
Detroit  Bar;  Prof.  Calvin  Tiiomas,  lately  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
now  a  professor  in  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  and  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  educators  in  the  country.  Mr.  Maynard  was  a  leading  spirit 
in  the  University  athletic  world,  being  a  member  of  the  University  base- 
ball nine,  cricket  eleven  and  foot  ball  eleven.  Late  in  the  year  1875  he 
went  to  Grand  Rapids,  and  the  next  year  became  assistant  prosecuting 
attorney  of  Kent  touuty, — his  i>artner,  Cajjt.  Stephen  H.  Ballard,  being 
pi'usecuting  attorney.  In  1S81  Mr.  Maynard  wan  elected  prosecuting 
attorney  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  and  at  the  same  time  formed  a 
partnership  with  Mr.  George  P.  Wanty,  which  was  continued  for 
three  years.  In  1887  bis  present  partner,  Mr.  Henry  E.  Chase,  became 
associated  with  him  under  the  firm  name  of  Maynard  &  Chase.  Mr.  May- 
nard's  administration  of  the  duties  of  prosecuting  attorney  was  marked 
with  great  brilliancy.  Many  rcforniii  were  iiiiilitutcd  by  him.  which  have 
reiiulted  in  the  saving  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  the  tax-payers.  In  1885 
he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the  office  of  judge  of  the  superior  court 
of  Grand  Rapids.  In  1886  he  declined  the  nomination  to  the  State  Sen- 
ate. In  1889  he  became  Michigan's  candidate  for  the  office  of  Governor 
of  Alaska,  liavhig  the  unanimous  support  of  the  Michigan  drlcfration,  but 
President  Harriiion  saw  fit  to  give  the  appointment  to  V'crmoiu.  In  1890 
he  was  elected  representative  to  the  State  Legislature  under  the  law  pro- 
viding for  cumulative  voting,  which  was  afterwards  declared  unconstitu- 
tional by  the  Supreme  Court.  In  1894  he  was  elected  Attorney  General 
by  a  plurality  of  over  112,000.  He  was  warmly  commended  by  the  State 
press  in  his  preliminarv  canvass,  and  his  nomination  was  made  by  accla- 
mation— if  not  the  first,  among  the  very  few  times  in  the  hi.story  of  the  State 
when  a  iir^t  noaiinatioa  was  accorded  by  acclamation.  In  the  summer  of 
1896  he  was  renominated  by  acclamation  and  a  rising  vote,  and  elected 
by  a  plurality  of  over  $7,000.  He  has  an  established  reputation  as  a 
trial  lawyer,  and  his  mana^tmcnt  of  a  case  is  a  delight  to  the  student. 
He  is  an  enthusiastic,  ail  round  lawyer,  and  was  for  several  years  a  director 
of  the  Stati'  T^a-  Association.  He  is  a  ;-ta;v.-,irt  Kopnblican,  and  never 
hesitates  to  express  his  convictions.  He  advocates  broad  and  progressive 
ideas,  and  is  a  vigorous  representative  of  the  young  Republicans  of  the 
State.  He  is  a  public  speaker  of  much  power  and  many  natural  oratorical 
gifts.  Quickness  of  perception,  5«oundness  of  judgment,  solid  common 
sense,  fidelity  and  enthusiastic  loyalty  to  his  friends  are  regarded  as  the 
prominent  characteristics  of  Mr.  Maynard's  character.  He  Is  very  happy 
in  his  domestic  relations.    Miss  Charlotte  Nelson  became  his  wife  Octo- 
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ber  24,  1878.  She  is  a  daughter  of  the  lato  James  M.  Nelson,  a  promi- 
nent figure  in  the  Brst  manufacturing  enterprises  in  Grand  Rapids.  She  is 
a  lovely  woman,  an  accomplished  and  popular  lady  and  well  .supportrf  her 

husband's  name  and  standing.  They  are  tlie  parents  of  two  cliildrcn,  a 
gir!  and  n  boy.  Mr.  Maynard  comes  nf  prnod  patriotic  stock,  and  bclongfi 
to  the  order  of  "The  Sons  of  the  Aiuciican  Revolution."  He  enjoys 
the  somewhat  unusual  distinction  of  having  had  three  great -grandfathers  in 
the  American  Revolution.  He  is  a  college  Greek,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
D  K  E,  in  whose  fortunes  he  still  takes  a  lively  interest. 


DENNIS  SHIELDS,  Howell.  Dennis  Shields  is  one  of  the  old  lawyers 
and  prominent  citizens  of  Livingston  county.  He  was  bom,  reared  and 
educated  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  has  always  practised  his  profession 
in  the  same  place  since  his  admission  to  the  Bar.    He  taught  in  the  district 

schools  seven  winters  and  settled  at  Howell  in  April,  i860.  His  father, 
John  Shields,  and  Itis  mother,  Eliiiabelh  McCabc,  were  both  natives  of 
Ireland.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and  he  was  brought  up  to  work  on  the 
farm,  and  his  early  education  was  received  in  the  common  schools.  He 
had  no  opportunity  of  attending  college  or  acquiring  a  classical  education. 
In  early  boyhood  he  had  a  liking  for  the  profession  of  la  v  and  resolved  to 
}>ccomc  a  lawyer  as  soon  as  the  opportunity  offered.  His  preliminary 
rt  idiu;;  and  study  was  in  the  law  office  of  Mark  Chase  at  Detroit,  in  1K58, 
and  altenvards  completed  in  the  office  of  li.  H.  ilaniiuu  at  Howell, 
where  he  commenced  early  in  1859.  admitted  to  the  Baron  the 

last  day  of  December,  1861,  and  settled  in  Howell  for  practice.  His  only 
partnership  was  formed  with  his  brother,  Judge  John  C.  Shields,  in  1872, 
and  continued  for  three  years.  Tils  practice  has  been  general  in  scope  and 
varied  in  character,  embracing  all  classes  of  civil  business,  criminal  cases 
and  chancery  practice.  The  chances  lor  taking  up  a  specialty  and  devoting 
one's  time  exclusively  to  that  do  not  exist  in  a  small  town,  such  as  he  has 
resided  in  during  the  course  of  his  professional  life.  He  held  the  office  of 
prosecuting  attorney  eight  years.  Mr.  Shields  has  tried  or  assisted  at  the 
trial  of  nearly  all  the  important  cases  litigated  in  the  circuit  of  his  residence 
for  thirty  x'cars.  Among  the  criminal  ra^c^  ma\'  be  ircntioned  the  People 
vs.  Hartsulf,  for  murder,  and  the  People  vs.  Burt,  indicted  for  murder, 
besides  numerous  assaults  with  intent  to  commit  murder,  and  the  People 
vs.  Byand.  His  civil  suits  have  covered  almost  every  conceivable  kind  of 
controversy.  Among  the  important  cases  may  be  mentioned  Moore  vs. 
Thompson;  the  matter  relative  to  the  Neminster  Estate;  the  will  of  Francis 
Monroe;  Alonzo  Gorton;  People  vs.  Emily  Marble,  murder,  in  the  Ingham 
circuit;  People  vs.  George  Stapleton,  murder,  in  the  Saginaw  circuit; 
People  vs.  Levi  Culver,  assault  with  intent  to  murder,  Ingham  circuit. 
These  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  cases  which  have  occupied  the  time  of 
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Mr.  Shield*!  I'n  his  own  jiikI  neighboring  counties  durnig  tlic  p;ist  thirty 
years.  He  ha^  also  assisted  in  the  argument  of  many  important  cases  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  including  Bcebe  vs.  Birkett,  Dean  vs. 
Ellis,  Wright  vs.  Neminster,  Sutphin  vs.  P^Ilis,  Chubb  vs.  Randall.  Besides 
he  has  assisted  in  the  trial  of  several  cases  in  the  United  States  courts  at 
Detroit,  among  which  were  the  cases  of  Tuthill  vs.  the  village  of  Howell, 
and  Fapan  vs.  Cullon.  Mr.  Shields  ha.s  always  b:  n  .1  Democrat.  He  has 
taken  an  interest  in  politics  and  has  held  the  office  ot  justice  of  the  peace 
four  years,  Circuit  Court  Comxnissioner  four  years,  in  addition  to  his  service 
as  prosecuting  attorney.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any  society,  club  or 
fraternity.  In  his  father's  family  were  six  sons,  all  of  them  lawyers,  all 
Democrats,  and  all  Democratic  stump  speakers;  so  that  the  family  appears 
to  be  unanimous  in  politics  and  in  the  legal  profession.  He  was  married 
May  12,  iS6g,  10  Lydia  A.  Loncrgan.  Three  sons  were  bora  of  this  mar- 
riage and  Imve  grown  to  maturity.  The  eldest,  James  L.,  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  is  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Benton  Harbor;  Edmund  C, 
aged  twenty-three,  a  graduate  of  the  Literary  and  Law  Departments  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  with  his 
father;  Frank  J.  is  now  a  student  in  the  Law  Department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan. 


FRANK  A.  LYON.  Hillsdale.  Mr.  Lyon  was  bom  in  Walworth,  Wayne 
county,  New  York,  January  4,  1855,  and  is  now  at  the  prime  of  his 
powers.  Through  his  parents  he  inherits  -nrmv  of  the  best  traits  of  English 
and  Scotch  character,  a??  well  as  a  moral  trend  that  has  been  of  vast  benefit 
to  him.  Tliey  came  into  Michigan  in  1S36,  where  they  spent  their  decUn- 
ing  years.  His  father  was  Newton  T.  Lyon,  and  his  mother  Caroline  M. 
Smith.  Both  were  much  respected  by  those  who  knew  them  best.  Mr. 
Lyon  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  Branch  county  common 
schools,  and  afterward  attended  high  school  at  Quincy  and  Ccjldwater,  and 
finished  his  school  days  in  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal  at  Valparaiso. 
I'  ur  some  years  he  was  engaged  in  school  teaching,  and  in  1879  entered 
the  office  of  Hon.  Charles  Upson  at  Coldwater,  for  the  purpose  of  reading 
law^.  After  a  thorough  course  of  reading  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
February,  1880.  After  his  admission  to  the  Bar  he  found  it  wise  to  defer 
his  entrance  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  for  a  time  on  account  of 
his  having  received  the  appointment  to  a  clerkship  at  the  consolidated 
Omaha  and  VViimebago  Indian  Agency  in  Nebraska.  He  was  in  the  West 
about  six  months.  On  his  return  to  Michigan  he  opened  offices  at  Howard 
City  and  Edmore,  and  almost  immediately  found  many  patrons.  At  the 
expiration  of  about  three  years  he  removed  to  Stanton  to  enter  a  partner- 
ship with  M.  C.  Palmer.  Their  relations  were  always  veiy  pleasant,  but 
were  broken  off  after  some  three  years  by  the  ill-health  of  Mr.  Lyon,  who 


BENCH  AND  I!  \R  OF  MICHIGAN. 


was  compelled  to  return  to  his  oul  home  in  Quincy  and  devote  h)frt<?clf 
principally  to  the  bn-iine^s  of  rccr.pi.ratimi .     In    1891  he  located  at  Hills- 
dale, diid  formed  a  limited  partnership  with  A.  B.  St.  John  to  close  out 
his  business.    This  was  accomplished  in  about  a  year,  and  Mr.  Lyon  was 
without  a  partner  until  1896,  when  he  found  one  in  C.  M.  Barre.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  ,1  c.tpable  and  a^^gressive  lawyer  and  has  frequently 
surprised  his  friends  by  the  variety  of  his  resources  in  emergencies  ami  the 
fire  of  his  action  in  complicated  cases.     Prohnhly  the  hardest  leijnl  frfdu 
of  his  career  was  in  this  great  criminal  case:    in  1^93  he  was  appointed  by 
Judge  Lane  to  prosecute  the  case  of  the  People  vs.  M.  P.  Foglesong,  who 
was  charged  with  the  murder  of  his  wife.    The  accused  was  a  physician, 
and  it  was  said  that  he  poisoned  his  wife.    The  trial  lasted  for  seventeen 
days,  and  brought  out  much  expert  testimony  on  the  question  of  chronic 
strychnine  poi^onin'T.     Some  of  tlie  leading  experts  of  the  coimfry  were 
employed  as  witnesses  upon  this  tnal — the  result  of  the  case  depending 
very  tai^ely  upon  their  testimony.    This  testimony  was  skillfully  handled 
by  the  prosecution  and  resulted  in  the  conviction  of  Mr.  Foglesong.  In 
the  early  part  of  his  professional  career  he  turned  his  attention  especially 
to  criminal  law  and  had  a  lai^e  practice  in  that  line.    His  success  was  such 
that  in  upwards  of       yenr<^  he  did  not  !osr  .!  single  case.    Among  his 
important  cases  dnitKMl  1>\  tin-  Sui>tcmc  Court  are  the  following;  Lewis 
vs.  Rice  (61  Mich.  97^,  Ranncy  vs.  Donovan       Mich.  315),  Donovan  vs. 
Donovan  (85  Mtch.  63),  Keagle  vs.  Pessell  (91  Mich.  618),  Cook  vs. 
Foster  (96  Mich.  610),  People  vs.  Fowler  (^104  Mich.  449).    Mr.  Lyon 
served  on  the  Montcalm  county  board  of  school  examiners  for  three  years, 
and  was  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  in  Branch   county  one  term.  In 
Hillsdale  county  he  took  no  active   part   in    politics    until   1896,  when 
be  took  the  stump  for  McKinley  and  the  Republican  party.    He  is  attorney 
for  the  First  National  Bank,  and  attends  to  the  legal  interests  of  Hillsdale 
College.    As  attorney  for  the  college  he  has  had  some  important  litigation 
involving  the  question  of  the  corporate  powers  of  such  corporations.  He 
is  a  Mason  much  beloved  in  Masonic  circles,  aini  is  a  member  of  the  Blue 
Lodge  and  Hillsdale  Chapter  No.  iH,  R.  A.  M.     He  has  been  married 
twice,  his  first  wife,  Mary  L.  Demarest  of  Girard,  dying  December  6, 
1 88 1,  after  a  wedded  life  of  three  years.    He  was  married  August  5,  1885, 
to  Emma  Fink,  of  Ionia.    She  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Vivian  £.,  who 
is  nine  years  old.    Mr.  Lyon  has  been  for  two  years  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  State  Bar  Association,  and  hi.<>  legal  acquirements 
are  freely  conceded  by  his  brethren  at  the  Bar.     As  a  Inwyer  he  is  careful 
and  painstaking,  and  hi-^  hea^tii  iias  undoubtedly  suffered  fruin  his  inte-ise 
application  to  his  work.    He  has  the  best  law  libraiy  of  any  single  lawyer 
on  the  line  of  the  Lake  Shore  Railway  in  Southern  Michigan.    He  is 
reliable  and  honest,  and  suffers  no  essential  detail  of  any  case  to  escape 
his  observation  and  attention.    His  associates  regard  him  as  the  most 
thorough  lawyer  in  Hillsdale  county.    It  is  claimed  that  in  his  effort  to  be 
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tlioiougli  he  sometimes  gives  more  personal  attention  lo  minute  details 
than  is  necessary,  and  certainly  more  than  is  good  for  his  health.  He 
always  does  the  hard  work  himself  instead  of  leaving  it  to  others.  In  the 
Foglesong  poisoning  case  he  studied  medicine  with  special  reference  to  the 
action  of  mineral  poisons  on  the  system  and  his  knowledge  of  the  subject 
,va<:  "^o  ch^ar  nnd  comprehensive  as  to  pi!?7!e  the  best  medical  experts 
cal  as  .vitiic<s( by  ilie  defense.  He  has  the  habit  of  going  to  the 
bottoiTi  of  all  his  cases  .so  as  not  to  be  surprised  at  anything  that  may 
arise  during  the  trial.  In  social  contact  one  might  conclude  that  he  is  too 
mild-mannered  to  be  successful ;  but  in  the  trial  of  a  cause  he  manifests 
all  the  force  and  vigor  necessary.  He  is  so  thoroughly  imbued  with  the 
subject  matter  and  his  client's  interests  as  to  be  afire  with  earnestness  and 
enthusiasm,  lie  never  tries  his  cases  in  the  newspapers,  or  outsidr  of 
court,  and  his  methods  are  known  only  to  himself  except  as  they  art- 
developed  during  the  trial.  In  all  personal  matters  he  is  careful  and 
prompt,  maintaining  a  reputation  for  busine&s  integrity  not  excelled  by 
that  for  legal  ability.  He  is  fond  of  his  home  and  family,  ever  exhibiting 
in  the  domestic  circle  the  kindness  and  indulgence  which  adorns  the  rela- 
tions of  husband  and  father. 


ALEXANDER  R.  AVERY,  Port  Huron.  If  there  is  in  America  any 
distinction  attaching  to  seniority  of  ancestry,  then  the  Avery  family  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada  are  entitled  to  it.  The  honors  that  accrue  to 
unbroken  lineajre  extending-  backward  into  the  dim  past,  with  the  super- 
added honor  of  knighthood,  belong  to  them.  Their  genealogy  is  traced 
beyond  Plymouth  Rock  nearly  four  centuries  to  the  days  of  King  John, 
when  Sir  William  Avery  was  knighted  by  that  monarch  on  the  iield  of 
battle,  for  feats  of  valor.  Capt.  Christophei  Avery,  youngest  son  of  Sir 
William  Avery,  came  over  in  the  good  slup  Arabella  and  landed  at  Ply- 
mouth Rock  with  Gov.  John  Wtiitlii()|j  in  1630.  He  was  the  foimder  of 
the  American  brancli  ot  the  family.  In  the  war  for  indeptrndence  the 
family  took  an  active  part.  Eight  members  bearing  the  name  of  Avery 
were  killed  in  the  battle  of  Groton  and  massacre  of  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Griswold,  which  followed  the  descent  of  Benedict  Arnold  in  comma i  ' 
the  British  and  their  Indian  allies.  Relatives  of  the  Averys  were  slaugh- 
tered in  the  same  historic  engagement — September  6,  1781,  during  the 
fiendish  massacre  of  the  little  garrison  of  patriots  at  the  fort.  The  old 
homestead  at  Groton  which  was  built  by  James,  the  son  of  Capt.  Chris- 
topher Avery,  is  still  standing  and  is  occupied  by  the  Elder  Park  Avery 
branch  of  the  family.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  moved  to  Canada 
just  prior  lo  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  conscripted 
into  the  British  army.  Alexander  R.  Avery  wa-;  born  November  14,  if^ifi, 
of  American  parents,  in  the  village  of  Claremont,  Qntario  county,  Ontario, 
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His  father,  Anthony  R.,  and  his, mother,  Sarah  Hilborn  Avery,  were  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  His  education  began  in  the  district  ^hools  near 
Toronto.  His  family  moved  to  Michigan  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  St. 
Clair  county,  near  Port  Huron,  in  1862.    He  attended  district  school  dur- 

inf^  the  sessions,  for  tvvo  years,  workinf^  on  the  fann  in  the  interx'als.  In 
1864  he  attended  tlic  State  Normal  schiui],   alter  which  he  taiis^ht  until 
and  attcndct]  ihe  Normal  another  term.     hie  resunieci  teaching  which 
was  continued  until  ti^7i.    During  all  these  years  he  had  kept  one  object 
steadily  in  view — to  prepare  himself  for  the  profession  of  law,  and  law 
books  were  his  constant  companions  during  leisurt  iroments.    His  studies 
were  continued  in  the  law  office  of  Nims  &  Beach,  of  Lexington,  and  in 
the  fall  oi   1871  he  entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  Universit}'  of 
Michigan,  where  he  remained  for  a  year.    During  the  December  vacation 
1871  he  was  on  examination  admitted  to  practice,  but  returned  to  the 
University  and  completed  the  year.    Immediately  thereafter  he  took  up 
the  practice  at  Port  Huron,  with  Cyrus  Miles.    The  connection  lasted  only 
until  January  1873,  when  lu  purch  is< d  Mr.  Miles's  interest  arid  good  will 
and  formed  a  parfnerstiiyi  with  W  illiam  I".  Mitchell,  who  had  just  retired 
from  the  Circuit  Bench,  under  the  style  of  Mitcheil  isit  Avery.    Mr.  Mitch- 
ell retired  in  1875  and  J.  W.  Avery,  who  had  just  passed  examination, 
was  admitted,  forming  the  firm  of  Avery  Bros.    In  1886  J.  W.  Avery 
retired  on  account  of  failing  health,  and  hts  place  was  taken  by  Lincoln 
Avery,  present  prosecuting  attorney,  who  was  a  student  in  the  office.  In 
1892  Mr.  Joseph  Walsh,  who  had  been  with  the  firm  since  he  w;!s  fourteen 
years  of  age,  was  taken  into  the  busine.ss  and  the  style  oi  the  partnership 
was  changed  to  Avery  Brothers  &  Walsh,  as  at  present.    Since  1875  Mr. 
Alexander  R.  Avery  has  been  prominent  in  connection  with  cases  tried  in 
St.  Clair  county.    He  was  prosecuting  attorney  from  1874  to  1879,  two 
terms,  and  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  from  1B72  to  1874.    At  present 
the  firm  is  retained  by  the  Slate  to  .tssist  the  attornc}'  general  in  settling 
the  titles  to  the  lands  kn<iwn  as  the  St.  Clair  Flat';.     In  {>olitics  Mr.  Avery 
is  an  uncompromising  Republican,     lie  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Port 
Huron  by  President  Harrison,  held  the  office  forty-seven  months,  and  was 
removed  by  President  Cleveland  for-  offensive  partisanship,  one  month 
before  his  term  expired.    He  has  several  times  been  chairman  of  the 
Republican  Countj'  committee  and  member  of  the  State  Central  commit- 
tee.    He  was  married  July  22,  1866.  to  Miss  Martha  Locke  of  Sanilac 
county,  and  they  have  three  children.     Henry,  aged  twenty-eight,  resid- 
ing in  Detroit ;  Minnie,  aged  twenty-four  and  Kittle,  aged  fifteen,  residing 
at  home. 
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JOHN  C.  FTTZGF.Ivt  ALU,  Grand  Rapids.  John  Chaplain  FitzGerald  is 
practically  a  native  of  Michigan.  His  mother,  Sylvia  Strickland,  was  of 
Puritan  stock,  while  ht.s  father,  Jeremiah  FitzGerald,  was  a  native  of  New 
York.  He  was  born  in  Berlin,  Huron  county,  Ohio,  in  1835,  and  when  an 
infant  his  parents  removed  to  Springport,  Jackson  county,  Michigan,  where 
his  father  engaged  in  farming.  Jeremiah  FitzGerald  served  his  countr>' 
as  a  captain  of  Volunteers  in  the  War  of  1812.  and  after  removing  to 
Miciiigari,  was  one  of  the  sturdy  pioneers  oi  Jackson  county.  The  subject 
of  this  sktitch  had  the  advantages  and  the  disadvantages  in  his  early  days 
of  the  average  farmer's  boy,  with  the  obligation  to  work  as  soon  as  able, 
and  the  privily  of  attending  the  district  school  during  a  few  months  of  the 
year.  His  early  education  was  secured  under  difficulties  which  to  many 
would  have  seemed  insurmountable.  He,  however,  made  the  mo';?  of  his 
opportunities,  nnd  by  dint  of  hnrd  labor  and  working^  late  at  night  after 
his  farm  duties  had  been  attended,  not  only  acquired  a  rudimentary  educa- 
tion, but  cultivated  that  persistent  and  untiring  energy  in  the  face  of  oppo- 
sition which  has  been  characteristic  of  his  subsequent  life.  With  money 
earned  by  teaching  a  district  school  he  was  enabled  to  attend  Albion  Col- 
lege. In  his  work  at  home,  and  afterwards  at  Albion,  he  had  steadily  in 
view  the  purpose  of  studying  law,  and  followintif  thh  plan  h*\  upon  leaving 
school,  went  to  Jackson  and  entered  the  ofitice  of  Austin  Blair,  afterwards 
Michigan's  War-Governor.  In  this  office  he  was  prepared  for  his  admission 
to  the  Bar,  which  took  place  in  1858,  after  which  he  contined  to  practice  in 
Jackson  until  early  in  i860,  when  he  removed  to  Marshall,  Calhoun  county. 
The  Bar  of  Calhoun  county  at  that  time  was  second  to  none  in  the  State, 
and  Mr.  FitzGerald  compelled  to  and  did  w  in  ]u<  place,  throiigli  unfla;^- 
ging  and  enerj^ctic  f;tj\'<.)ti()n  (oilu-  l_)nsincss  cut  runted  f  u  iiiin.  He  retnained 
there  until  1873  and  built  up  a  large  and  profitable  practice.  He  held  the 
ofificeof  prosecuting-attomey  from  1861  to  1865  and  was  also  State  Senator 
in  1869,  declining  to  serve  beyond  the  one  term.  With  the  exception  of  a 
nomination  for  Congress  for  the  Grand  Rapids  District  in  1884,  he  has  at 
no  other  time  engaged  in  politics.  On  this  occasion  he  was  defeated  with 
his  party,  1873  he  was  invited  to  enter  into  a  partnership  with  John 

W,  Champhn  and  Roger  VV.  Buttertield  of  Grand  Rapids,  and  the  firm  of 
Champlin,  Butterfield  &  FitzGerald  was  continued  for  several  years  in  the 
enjoyment  of  a  most  excellent  practice.  His  removal  to  Grand  Rapids 
was  most  happily  timed ;  legal  business  in  the  settled  agricultural  country 
of  Southern  Michigan  had  greatly  diminished,  while  that  of  Grand  Rapids 
and  the  country  tributary  to  it  was  at  full  tide.  His  hands  were  at  once 
full  of  important  business,  and  llis  thorough  preparation  elsewhere  fitted 
him  well  tor  the  new  and  more  extended  litigation  in  which  he  wa.s  to  play 
a  prominent  part.  On  the  dissolution  of  the  firm,  Mr.  FitzGerald  opened 
an  office  for  himself  and  was  without  other  partnership  association  until  a 
comparatively  recent  period.    He  is  still  in  active  practice  and  has  shown 
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no  disposition  \ci  relieve  himself  of  the  arduous  cares  of  his  profession.  He 
has  a  fine  physical  development,  a  keen  intellect,  quick  perception,  strong 
convictions,  and  is  a  man  of  untiring  industry.  From  the  outset  his  ambi- 
tion has  been  to  reach  prominence  in  his  profession  and  to  bring  to  those 
entrusting  business  to  his  hands  satisfaction  and  success.  He  has  always 
displayed  an  unswerving  loyalty  to  the  interests  of  his  clients.  His  natural 
disposition  is  to  lertve  nothin;:;  untried,  and  nothinr':  undone  that  may  lead 
to  success  in  his  undertaking,  and  to  that  end  he  enjoys  his  work.  He 
believes  in  thorough  preparation  for  the  trial  of  eveiy  case,  and  is  always 
well  equipped  to  meet  any  position  his  adversary  may  take.  He  deservedly 
stands  high  in  the  ranks  of  the  lawyers  of  the  State.  Aside  from  his 
unqua1ifii-d  sticccss  at  tlie  Bar,  he  has  also  met  success  in  a  material  ivay. 
His  whol'.:  sfrenoth  and  anibitiriTi  have  been  devoted  to  legal  practice,  pure 
and  simple,  ami  he  lias  never  allowed  himself  to  engage  in  speculative 
enterprises.  He  was  married  in  1859  to  Addie  F.  Taylor,  only  child  of 
Reuben  and  Harriet  Taylor  of  Albion,  Michigan.  They  have  one  child, 
the  wife  of  Edmund  D.  Barry.  Mr.  Bany  is  also  a  lawyer,  and  for  the 
past  few  years  has  been  associated  v.ilh  Mr.  Fit/Gerald  in  the  practice. 
No  biography  of  Mr.  FitzGerald  w  ould  bu  coniplete  wiihoL:t  making  ref- 
erence to  his  family  life.  It  has  been  as  nearly  perfect  as  it  is  possible  to 
be  made.  His  home  has  always  been  an  ideal  one,  and  no  amount  of  dis- 
traction or  worry  in  business  has  ever  been  allowed  to  interfere  with  his 
unfailing  kindness  to  those  dear  to  him.  He  is  a  lover  of  books,  enjoys 
rorcij;;n  tra\cl,  and  is  a  close  student  of  economic  and  financial  questions 
To  add  nothing  to  the  above,  would  be  to  leave  half  the  truth  untold. 
Much  of  Mr,  FitzGerald's  position  and  success  must  be  credited  to  the 
unfailing  loyalty,  the  devotion  and  the  sound  judgment  of  his  wife.  She 
brought  to  the  union  just  the  qualities  most  needed  by  her  husband,  and 
whatever  his  labors  or  disappointments  elsewhere,  he  found  at  home  such 
unfailing  charm  and  sj'mpath}-  that  the  labor  was  soon  forgotten  and  the 
cares  and  perplexities  soon  dissipated.  He  would  not  care  to  have  the 
story  of  his  career  told  without  this  recognition  of  indebtedness  to  one 
whose  gentle  character  and  genuine  assistance  has  made  his  success  beyond 
doubt. 


ROLLIN  H.  PERSON,  Lansing.  Hon.  RoUin  H.  Person  is  judge  of  the 
Thirtieth  Judicial  Circuit,  a  native  of  the  State  of  Michigan  and  in  the 
prime  of  life.    He  is  descended  from  good  New  England  stock,  with 

English  ancestors  on  botli  side-.  His  'Treat-p;randfather  was  Rev.  Cor- 
nelius G.  Person,  of  New  Hampshire.  His  grandfatlier  was  Daniel  Person, 
a  native  of  New  York,  and  his  grandmother,  Fanny  Stevens,  a  native  of 
Vermont.  He  is  one  of  the  two  sons  bom  to  Cornelius  H.  and  Lucinda 
Stafford  Person,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New  York,  who  came  to 
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Michigan  when  young  with  their  respective  families.    His  father  came  to 

the  State  with  his  parents  in  wa^  r\  feacher  in  c:ir!y  manhood,  and 

later  devoteH  hi";  energie*^  to  farjiiiag.  i'iic  lamilv  settled  011  a  quarter 
section  ot  land  in  Iosco  township,  Livingston  county,  cleared  the  forest 
and  cultivated  a  farm.  Here  Rollin  H.  was  born  October  15,  1850.  He 
was  brought  up  on  the  farm,  inured  to  hard  work  and  privation.  During 
the  winters  he  attended  district  school  and  in  this  manner  passed  the  first 
fifteen  years  of  his  life.  After  teaching  for  two  winter  terms  he  attended 
the  Howell  high  school  win  rr  ho  completed  the  academic  studies  and 
closed  his  literan,-  education  in  school,  hi  i'dyi  he  was  appointed  deputy 
register  of  deeds  and  iicld  the  position  two  years.  Before  that  he  had 
decided  to  become  a  lawyer  and  began  reading  the  text  books  in  the  office 
and  under  the  instruction  of  Dennis  Shields,  an  able  lawyer  of  Howell. 
As  may  be  assumed  his  preparation  was  broad  and  thorough.  It  was 
accepted  as  the  equivalent  of  a  year's  inctrt'ction  in  the  best  law  school. 
He  entered  the  l  aw  Department  of  the  University  of  Michigan  in 
and  was  admitted  to  the  JBar  the  following  year.  Regarding  it  advantage- 
ous to  begin  the  practice  in  a  new  country,  he  located  on  the  Republican 
river  in  Harlan  county,  Nebraska,  where  he  opened  an  office  and  began 
business.  Very  soon  his  clientage  was  lai^;  but  the  grass-hopper  raid, 
by  which  the  crops  were  destroyed  and  the  whole  country  devastated  the 
following  yenr,  rendered  it  impo^«^hle  for  him  to  collect  his  fees.  Not 
being  able  to  live  upon  debts  and  uncertain  promises  to  pay,  he  returned 
to  Michigan  in  1875  and  opened  a  law  office  in  Howell.  Here  he  estab- 
lished himself  successfully  and  built  up  a  profitable  practice.  In  1876  and 
1877  he  served  as  recorder  of  Howell.  In  1877-8  he  was  Circuit  Court 
Commissioner  of  Livingston  county.  These  are  the  only  offices  ever  held 
by  him  until  he  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  Thirtieth  Circuit,  upon  it^ 
formation  in  1890.  At  the  April  election  in  iS  ji  In  was  chosen  jud<^e  of 
the  circuit,  as  his  own  successor,  by  a  very  compliincniary  vote,  running 
ahead  of  his  ticket  about  eighteen  hundred.  His  reputation  as  a  lawyer, 
his  record  on  the  Bench,  and  his  personal  popularity  all  contributed  to  this 
result.  He  was  regarded  a  leader  of  the  Livingston  county  Bar  before  his 
appointment  to  the  judgeship.  He  is  possessed  of  all  the  essential  qualifi- 
cations for  successful  service  on  the  fit'si  fritiM  Bench:  knowledge  of  the  law, 
a  judicial  temper,  Ireeri  perc  t  piion  in  grasping  a  legal  point  or  proposition, 
quick  discernment  ot  what  constitutes  proper  evidence,  and  capacity  fot 
ready  decision.  He  is  therefore  regarded  by  the  Bar  within  his  acquaint- 
ance as  one  of  the  best  judges  on  the  Circuit  Bench  in  the  State.  His 
rulings  and  decisions  have  almost  uniformly  been  sustained  by  the  Supreme 
Court.  He  exercises  the  functions  of  a  judge  with  undoubted  moral  cour- 
;it^c  and  wise  discretion.  Whatever  appears  in  the  line  of  duty  is  taken  up 
fearlessly.  Judge  Person  is  favored  with  social  traits  which  are  courted  by 
the  best  society.  He  is  a  very  fine  conversationalist  and  has  other  charac- 
teristics which  attract  friends.    He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  first 
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State  Savings  Bank  of  Howell.  In  1890  he  removed  to  Lansing,  which 
continues  to  be  his  home.  He  i"?  dcsrnbod  a  ^elf-made  man  because  thr 
education  whitli  he  acqutred  and  the  position  which  he  has  gained  in  the 
profession  did  not  depend  upon  the  assistance  of  others.  He  is  in  all 
respects  a  clean  man.  As  judge  he  summoned  the  grand  jury  to  investi- 
gate the  frauds  of  State  officers  in  canvassing  the  vote  on  the  salary  amend- 
ment.   He  seeks  to  enforce  all  taws  and  is  an  upright  judge. 


HENRY  WALBRIDGE.  St.  Johns.    Capt.  Henry  Walbridge  was  bom 

August  21,  1820,  at  Cnbot.   Wnshinp^ton  county,   Vermont.     He  was 
orphaned  at  the  age  of  twehe  years  and  frnm  tbnt  time  forward  was 
obliged  to  support  himself.    He  leamed  a  trade  and  worked  during  the 
day  for  self-maintenance  and  spent  his  evenings  reading.  Appreciating 
the  importance  of  a  liberal  education  he  took  a  thorough  course  in  the 
academy  and  while  attending  the  academy  utilized  his  evenings  in  the 
study  of  the  law.     In  this  manner  he  qualified  himself  to  pasc  the  examina- 
tion before  Judge  Isaac  P.  Redfield  and  was  admitted  to  prnctice  in  the 
courts  of  Vermont.    He  entered  upon  the  practice  at  law  at  Plainiield 
and  subsequently  located  at  Glover  in  the  same  State,  where  he  remained 
in  practice  until  thirty- two  years  of  age.    In  1S52  he  came  West  with  his 
yonng  family  and  located  in  Saline,  Mich^n,  where  he  combined  the 
[traetice  of  law  with  the  business  of  a  merchant.    He  was  present  at  the 
birth  of  the  Republican  party,  as  a  delegate  to  that  memorable  convention 
held  "under  the  oaks"  at  Jackson.    In  1856  he  removed  with  his  family 
to  St.  Johns  and  established  his  permanent  residence  there,  devoting  him- 
self entirely  to  liis  law  practice  and  filling  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney 
for  a  term.     He  was  appointed  second  lieutenant  by  Governor  Blair  in 
1862  and  assigned  to  the  serv'ice  of  recrnitincj  for  the  Twenty-third  Mich- 
igan Volunteer  Infantry.    He  raised  Company  G  of  that  regiment  and 
was  mustered  as  its  captain  in  July,  1S62,  going  to  the  front  at  once.  Later 
he  was  attacked  with  fever  and  diarrhea  in  camp  at  Louden,  Tennessee, 
which  unfitted  him  for  service,  and  in  January,  1864,  he  resigned,  on  the 
sur«Tpon's  certificate  of  disability,  returning  to  hi?  home  at  St.  Johns. 
While  in  the  army  he     a.'^  detailed  as  Judge  Advocate  in  courts  martial. 
Soon  after  the  war  he  was  again  elected  prosecuting  attorney.    He  also 
served  as  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  several  terms.     In  1896  Mr. 
Walbridge  was  once  more  nominated  and  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of 
Clinton  county.    He  is  hale,  active  and  vigorous,  although  nearly  seventy- 
seven  years  old.    His  popularity  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  he  was  the 
only  successful  candidate  on  his  ticket  at  the  last  election.     He  is  undoubt- 
edly the  oldest  prosecuting  attorney  in  tiie  United   States.  Captain 
Walbridge  has  made  a  reputation  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  sue- 
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cessful  lawyers  In  central  Michigan.  As  an  advocate  before  a  court  and 
jury  he  is  fearless  and  powerful.  In  the  examination  of  witnesses  he  has 
few  superior.  lie  has  tried  many  important  ca-^es  in  the  rirrutts  of  the 
State,  and  his  name  is  a  familiar  one  in  the  reports  of  cases  in  the  Supreme 
Court.  He  was  married  in  Vermont  to  Zilpah  Allen,  a  native  of  that 
State  and  a  relative  of  Gen.  Ethan  Allen,  the  hero  of  Ticonderoga.  Their 
three  children  are  Henry  E.,  lawyer,  St.  Johns;  Edward  L.,  lawyer.  Grand 
Rapids;  and  Ella,  wife  of  Dr.  H.  H.  De  May,  of  Jackson. 


PATRICK  HENRY  PHILLIPS,  Port  Huron.  Mr.  Phillips,'  of  the  law 
firm  Phillips  &  Jenks,  was  bom  in  New  York  City,  October  ii,  1853. 

His  father  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  a  tailor  by  trad;j.  and  came  to  America 
in  1845.  His  mother  was  of  Irish  parentage  ana  a  nati\e  of  New  York 
City.  In  1857  the  family  came  West  and  settled  at  Port  iiuron,  Michigan. 
What  schooling  he  had  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city. 
He  improved  his  opportunities  as  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  he  was  workini;  at  the  printing  trade  and  writing  for  the  columns 
of  a  weeWy  paper.  While  he  worked  for  hi'^  dafly  bread  he  found  time  to 
devote  to  books  and  made  as  much  proc^rrs?  m  i'ri>roving  his  mind  as  he 
did  ill  learning  a  trade.  Having  mastered  the  printer's  trade  lie  iaiied  to 
see  in  it  the  promise  of  advancement  his  ambition  craved  and  he  turned  to 
the  law,  entering  the  office  of  Atkinson  &  Brother — afterwards  Atkinson  & 
Stevenson,  where  he  remained  in  a  clerical  capacity  from  1875  to  1881. 
He  v.'as  ndmittrd  tn  the  Rnr  in  1870  in  the  Cirrnit  Court  of  St.  Clair 
county  lie  wa.s  fur  a  short  time  associated  witli  Samuel  W.  Vance,  now 
the  Circuit  Court  Judge  of  St.  Clair  county.  In  he  formed  a  part- 
nership arrangement  with  Elliott  G.  Stevenson,  now  a  partner  of  Don  M. 
Dickinson,  in  Detroit.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  Mr.  Phil- 
lips's education  had  been  of  the  practical  kind  rather  than  theoretical.  Six 
years  ^^pent  with  men  who  stood  at  the  top  of  the  prnfe<;<^ion  nnd  who  had 
a  practice  that  covered  c\  cry  priiu  ipk  in  law  was  the  best  possible  kind  of 
education  lor  a  close  observer  and  hard  worker,  such  as  Mr.  rhilUp.s.  The 
partnership  formed  with  Mr.  Stevenson  continued  until  1885.  From  that 
time  up  to  to  1891  he  remained  alone,  when  he  associated  with  him  in  the 
business,  Mr.  William  L.  Jenks,  a  partnership  that  continues  to  the  present 
time.  In  politics  Mr.  Phillips  is  a  Democrat.  He  was  elected  on  that 
ticket  to  the  ofifice  of  prosecuting  att  orney  for  the  years  1885  and  1886. 
He  has  been  city  attorney  by  appoiutiueiu  of  the  city  council  since  1891. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  the  steps  that  were  taken  to  establish  a  public 
library  for  the  city  which  placed  the  library  in  the  hands  of  a  commission 
and  which  will  result  in  the  people  of  the  city  having  advantages  which 
they  were  hm^'^  deprived  of,  and  he  fnllv  appreciates  what  a  boon  «Hch  an 
institution  is  to  people  who  are  unable  to  buy  books.     1  his  provision  was 
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incorporated  in  the  .imciuimcnts  to  ihc  th.irdrr  of  the.  city  of  Fort  Huron 
made  in  1 895,  and  it  made  provision  tor  a  commission  of  three  persons  to 
be  appointed  by  the  board  of  education,  whose  duty  it  is  to  look  after  the 
interests  of  the  library  and  it  also  made  provision  for  the  raising  of  a 
fixed  sum  by  taxation  every  year  for  library  purposes.  The  firm,  of  which 
he  is  the  senior  member,  has  a  large  general  practice  in  the  State  and 
Federal  Courts.  Mr.  Philips  was  married  in  1882  to  Miss  Kate  B.  Atkins 
of  Port  Huron.    They  have  two  children. 


VVn  T.IAM  I  FF.  JFNKS,  Port  Huror^.  The  founder  of-  the  Jenks 
family  in  America  was  John  Jenks,  who  came  from  England  in  1642  and 
settled  near  Lynn,  Massachusetts.  He  possessed  remarkable  genius, 
united  with  practical  common  sense.  He  was  the  inventor  of  the  modem 
mowing  scythe,  which  for  two  centuries  held  undisputed  sway  in  the 
meadows.  He  also  invented  or  discovered  a  process  of  iron  forging,  and 
had  tht:  sagacity  to  protect  it  by  letters  patent  from  the  Massachusetts 
a&y  Colony.  This  was  the  hrbl  patent  i^ucd  to  an  inventor  on  the 
American  continent,  and  therefore  gave  to  the  patentee  a  historical  dis- 
tinction. His  invention  was  one  of  the  contributions  to  modern  civiliza- 
tion, inestimable  in  the  money  of  barter  and  exchange.  One  of  his 
descendants,  who  was  the  f^reat-^^rnndfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  army.  VVitliam  Lee  Jenks  was  born  in  St.  Clair 
county,  Michigan,  December  27,  1S56,  the  &oti  of  Bela  W.  Jenks  and 
Sarah  Carleton.  His  father,  a  native  of  Essex  county,  New  York,  was  a 
dealer  in  lumber  and  real  estate,  came  to  Michigan  in  1848  and  located 
in  St.  Clair,  where  he  still  lives.  William  Lee  was  prepared  for  college  in 
the  St.  Clair  hityh  school  and  entered  the  University  of  Michigan  hi  1 874, 
where  he  took  the  full  classical  course.  He  was  graduated  in  1S78,  and 
the  following  year  located  in  Port  Huron  and  became  a  student  of  law  in 
the  office  of  Brown  &  Farrand.  For  more  than  a  year  he  pursued  his 
studies  in  the  law  under  the  instruction  of  his  preceptors,  and  in  October, 
1879.  ^'^^  admitted  to  the  Bar.  For  the  first  five  years  he  practised  alone, 
and  in  1884  became  associated  in  partnership  with  B.  C.  Farrand,  consti- 
tuting the  firm  of  Farrand  &  Jenks,  which  was  dissolved  after  a  continu- 
ance of  five  years.  He  then  united  with  A.  R.  and  Lincoln  Avery  to  form 
the  firm  of  Avery,  Jenks  &  Avery,  which  was  dissolved  after  an  existence 
f'f  one  year.  Mr.  J(  nks  then  continued  in  practice  alone  until  1891,  when 
tilt  firm  of  Phillips  &  Jenks  was  organized.  Mr.  Jenks  has  not  given 
undue  prominence  to  any  specialty,  or  devoted  himself  to  a  considera- 
tion of  one  class  of  cases,  or  a  single  branch  of  the  law.  ilc  lias  given 
particular  attention  to  the  laws  relating  to  real  estate — the  investiga- 
tion of  titles  by  descent  or  devise  or  occupation — and  all  the  various 
complications  attending  the  inheritance,  partition,  conveyance  and  incum- 
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brance  of  real  property.  This  is  a  most  interest inj^  branch  of  tiie  law, 
aiid  one  whose  mastery  requires  vast  research.  His  practice  in  the  main 
has  been  general  and  in  al)  the  State  and  Federal  courts.  While  the 
law  has  commanded  his  devotion  and  employed  his  abilities  chiefly,  he 
has  been  led  by  a  pronounced  financial  instinct  to  engage  in  various 
eiUerpri-sc^  that  are  purely  traffic  or  commercial  in  character.  He  has 
been  active  in  the  organization  and  maintenanc*^  of  priv.rc  corporations 
which  require  a  legai  adviser.  He  is  a  director  and  the  attorney  of  the 
City  Electric  Railway  Company  o(  Port  Huron;  director  and  attorney  of 
the  Port  Huron  Loan  and  Building  Association ;  director  and  attorney  of 
the  Commercial  Savings  Bank  of  St.  Clair,  and  a  stockholder  and  director 
in  other  Port  Huron  corporations.  He  is  a  plain,  practical,  sensible  man 
and  a  G;ood  lawyer.  He  is  not  distinguished  for  oratory  so  much  as  for 
the  dispatch  of  business.  He  is  inclined  to  accept  Dickens'  definition  of 
time  as  the  measure  of  business,  and  makes  his  argument  clear,  plain  and 
direct.  One  of  the  foremost  lawyers  of  northeastern  Michigan  character- 
izes him  as  a  man  of  gentlemanly  instinct,  kind,  courteous  and  obliging; 
a  good  student  .uul  a  thorough  lawyer.  He  h-  a  thoughtful,  clear  headed 
mati.  capable  in  business,  as  well  as  ilic  piaclice  of  law.  He  is  not  one 
who  can  make  a  flowery  speech  upon  the  spur  of  the  moment,  and  you 
must  know  him  in  order  to  appreciate  his  sterling  qualities.  He  is  one 
of  the  ablest  members  of  the  Porr  Huron  Bar.  Mr.  Jenks  was  married 
in  1881  to  Margaret  S.,  daughter  )f  Dr  Mosos  IV  Wilson,  a  practising 
physician  of  Belle  Center,  Ohio,  and  has  one  daughter. 


EDWARD  L.  WALBRn)GE,  Grand  Rapids.  Mr.  Walbridge  was  born  . 
November  l,  1856,  at  St.  Johns,  Michigan.  His  father,  Capt.  Henry 
Walbrid5.^e.  whose  sketch  is  published  in  thf';  volutne,  is  a  iiaiive  of  Ver- 
mont, who  came  to  this  State  in  1852.  His  mother,  Zilpah  Alien,  was  a 
descendant  of  the  renowned  Col.  Ethan  Allen,  of  Revolutionary  fame. 
The  early  life  of  the  subject  of  this  biography  was  spent  in  St.  Johns.  His 
education  was  obtained  in  the  high  school  of  that  city  and  in  the  University 
of  Michigan.  He  read  law  in  his  father's  officL  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  February  17,  i^'/Q,  before  Judge  I.ouis  S.  Lovell,  passing  a  highly 
creditable  examination,  being  the  only  candidate  for  admission.  Before 
being  admitted  he  was  deputy  postmaster  of  St.  Johns  for  a  year  and  a  half. 
He  began  the  practice  immediately  upon  his  admission,  and  in  the  fall  of 
the  next  year  was  elected  Circuit  Court  Commissioner.  In  the  spring  of 
1883  he  removed  to  Ithaca,  Gratiot  county,  was  at  once  appointed  village 
attorney  and  acted  in  that  capacity  for  five  year<.  lli'  \\as  appointed 
circuit  court  commissioner  of  Gratiot  county  by  Governor  Rich  in  1887. 
Was  three  years  on  Ithaca  school  board  and  its  President  in  1890.  Soon 
after  locating  in  Ithaca  the  construction  of  the  Toledo,  Ann  Arbor  and 
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Northern  Michigan  Railroad  was  begun  through  the  county  and  he  was 
retained  in  over  twenty  injunction  suits  in  the  Circuit  Court  against  the 
proprietors  of  the  road.  The  object  of  this  litigation  was  to  restrain  the 
company  from  building  the  road  until  the  light  of  way  had  bt:en  paid  for. 
The  company  at  first  paid  some  attention  to  the  injunctions,  but  soon 
began  to  disr^^ard  them  and  began  putting  down  the  iron  track  without 
payin^;  for  the  right  of  way.  Mr.  Walbridge  and  his  clients  tore  up  the 
tracks,  burned  the  tics,  and  p!()\v(:<]  up  tho  ruAil  bed  several  fliffcrcnt  times. 
He  and  a!!  his  clients  were  arreslL-d  li|)oii  a  cm nitia!  warrant,  l)ut  tlu-'Hig-h 
the  earnest  deteiinination  of  young  Walbridge  to  fight  the  suiih  in  the 
courts  the  company  abandoned  the  action  and  all  were  discharged.  He 
and  his  clients  were  afterwards  sued  in  the  Federal  Courts  at  Detroit  for 
damages  and  again  arrested  upon  a  capias  by  United  States  Marshal  Mat- 
thew? Bail  was  ^ivcn  and  again  the  company  resumed  track  layint^ ;  hist 
it  was  no  sooner  down  than  Mr.  Walbridge  and  his  clients  again  tore  it  up. 
The  company  then  proceeded  in  the  probate  court  to  condemn  the  land  for 
railroad  purposes.  In  the  probate  court  Mr.  Walbridge  contested  the 
proceedings  and  upon  his  motion  to  quash  for  defects  in  company's  papers, 
the  suit^  v.rrr  (ii-iiiisscd  with  costs  and  'ittorney  fees  granted  Mr.  Wal- 
bridi^*;.  Ajj;.iii;  ihi-  nirnpany  proceeded  in  probate  court  as  before  and 
agam  Mr.  Walbridge  detected  vital  errors  in  their  proceedings  and  the 
suits  were  again  dismissed  with  costs  and  attorney  fees.  The  third  time 
the  company  commenced  proceedings  in  probate  court  and  this  time  it  was 
so  sure  the  papers  were  right  that  on  the  day  of  hearing  the  company  got 
several  hundred  men  all  ready  to  start  putting  down  the  track  j'j<^t  as  soon 
as  the  hearing  was  had  ;  but  upon  this  hearing  Mr.  Walbridge  made  another 
motion  to  qua&h  the  proceedings  for  defective  papers,  and  after  an  earnest 
and  hotly  contested  argument  the  motion  was  granted  and  cases  were  again 
dismissed.  This  ended  the  fight  in  probate  court,  as  James  Ashley,  presi- 
dent of  the  road,  called  upon  Mr.  Walbridge  and  proposed  settlement. 
The  latter  obtained  full  price  for  -^1!  the  land  taken  from  his  clients  and  full 
costs  and  attorney  lees.  1  be  company  at  its  own  cost  and  expense  dis- 
missed its  suit  for  damages  in  the  Federal  Court,  and  shortly  afterwards 
appointed  Mr.  Walbridge  the  local  attorney  for  its  road.  He  held  the 
position  for  two  years  and  tried  several  important  cases  for  the  company. 
In  l886,  at  Detroit,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  U.  S.  Circuit  and 
District  Courts  before  Judge  Henry  Brown,  now  an  Associate  Justice  of 
the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court.  Four  years  later  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
James  Qarke,  then  prosecuting  attorney,  and  served  as  assistant  in  this 
office  until  the  partnership  was  dissolved  in  1892.  In  May,  1S93,  he 
removed  to  Grand  Rapids  and  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  H.  £. 
Walhridf^e,  which  continued  one  year,  when  the  latter  returned  to  St. 
Joliris.  In  Julu:,  1893,  he  was  elected  to  iiiernbershi|:i  in  th.e  Michigan 
Stale  Bar  Association,  of  which  he  is  stiii  a  member.  Tlie  same  year  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  J.  T.  McAlister,  which  was  terminated  by 


576  BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  MICHIGAN. 

the  appointment  of  Mr.  Walbridge,  March  i,  1894,  to  the  office  of  assist- 
ant prosecuting  attorney,  by  Alfred  Wokoll,  the  prosecuting  attorney  of 
Kent  county,  which  hr  held  until  June  I,  1896,  and  then  resigned.  The 
appointment  came  to  him  utisoiicited,  after  his  success  in  two  important 
cases  which  he  had  before  tried  in  the  superior  court.  His  work  was  gen- 
erally in  the  circuit  and  superior  courts  as  assistant  prosecutor,  and  he  has 
made  a  fine  reputation  as  a  trial  lawyer.  One  week  he  tried  eight  import- 
ant criminal  cases  in  the  superior  court  in  succcs-ion  before  a  jury  and  won 
seven  out  of  the  eight.  Up  h^<^  done  good  work  in  piosecuting  cases  for 
the  Kent  county  Humane  Society  and  that  orgaiii/.ation  has  passed  resolu- 
tions thanking  him  for  his  zeal  in  their  behalf.  He  has  tried  several 
important  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court  and  was  one  of  the  first  lawyers  who 
made  a  .success  in  Supreme  Court  on  the  "  Bohemian  Oat  Swindle  "  cases. 
In  politics  Mr.  Walbridge  is  a  Republican,  and  has  always  taken  an  active 
part  in  campaigning;  but  the  last  few  years  has  devr  tud  all  his  time  to  his 
profession.  He  is  a  pojiular  and  magnetic  speaker  and  has  been  often 
called  upon  to  deliver  memorial  and  other  addresses.  When  he  came  to 
Grand  Rapids  he  had  the  endorsement  of  many  prominent  men  in  the 
State,  including  Judge  R.  M.  Montgomery,  of  Lansing,  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  Judge  A.  B.  Morse,  Consul  atGlasjjow,  ]ud^v  DnhoU  and 
Others.  When  he  left  Ithaca  the  attorneys  and  court  officers  held  a  meet- 
ing in  open  court  and  passed  resolutions  ot  regret  at  his  leaving  and  charac- 
terized him  as  a  man  who  had  practised  his  profession  without  reproach. 
These  were  signed  by  all  the  attorneys  in  the  Twenty-ninth  Judicial  Cir- 
cuit, the  presiding  judge  and  all  the  county  officers.  A  copy  was  filed  with 
the  clerk  of  the  court  and  an  engrossed  copy  presented  to  the  subject. 
September  26,  1896,  he  fcrnu  d  a  partnership  with  William  F.  Belden,  a 
recent  graduate  ot  Cornell  University.  Mr,  Walbridge  was  married  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1880,  to  Miss  Mary  Topping,  daughter  of  Dr.  G.  W.  Topping, 
of  Dewitt,  one  of  the  prominent  physicians  of  the  State.  Dr.  Topping 
was  president  of  the  Clinton  county  Medical  Society  at  different  tinges,  has 
been  secretars*  and  treasurer  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  ot  v.hich  lie  was 
president  in  1  He  was  a  delegate  to  tlie  American  Medical  Association 

several  times,  was  an  active  member  of  the  Detroit  Medical  and  Library 
Association,  a  prominent  Mason  and  a  writer  of  some  note ;  gave  much 
attention  to  ornithology  and  entomology,  and  possessed  one  of  the  largest 
collections  of  birds  and  inse  ts  in  the  country.  He  died  January  14,  1895. 
Mrs.  Walbridge  was  cdjcated  at  Hillsdale  College.  They  have  ont; 
daughter,  7.ne.  and  are  a  happy  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Walbridge  arc  both 
members  ul  the  l  ark  Coagregational  church  of  Grand  Rapids.  Mr.  Wal- 
bridge is  a  gentleman  in  every  respect,  entirely  trustworthy,  painstaking 
and  industrious.  His  legal  ability  is  of  a  high  order  and  hi  is  a  courteous 
and  companionable  man.  He  is  true  to  his  clients  and  diligent  in  their 
interests.  He  comes  from  a  stock  that  cannot  be  "bought,  bluffed  or 
choked  ofl."    He  was  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  in  a  recent  important  case 
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of  F.  F,.  Barrrtt  vs.  Giaiul  Rapid;  Veneer  Works,  v.-hnse  trial  in  the  Circuit 
Court  occupied  twcnt_\-  days.  It  was  an  ar:ii»n  brought  by  the  plaintiff  to 
recover  dauif^cs  and  future  profits  for  breach  of  a  iumber  contract.  Upon 
the  first  trial  the  presiding  judge  took  the  case  from  the  jury  upon  the 
theory  that  the  damages  were  too  speculative  and  uncertain,  and  instructed 
them  to  find  for  the  defendant,  for  no  cause  of  action.  Counsel  for  plain- 
tiff carried  the  case  to  the  Supreme  Court,  secured  a  reversal  and  order  for 
anew  trial.  The  second  trial  which  closed  November  u,  1896,  resulted 
in  a  verdict  for  the  plaiutiH,  assessing  his  Uamagos  at  $6, 198.40  with  costs. 


WILLARD  F.  Ki-.KNh.Y,  Grand  Rapids.  Willard  V.  Kceney,  of  the 
firm  of  Buiterticld  and  Kccney,  was  descended  from  the  yeomanry.  Both 
of  his  grandfathers  were  farmers.  His  paternal  grandfather  and  grand- 
mother were  natives  of  New  York  State,  the  former  of  Columbia  and  the 
latter  of  Genesee  county.  His  maternal  grandfather  was  bom  in  Oneida 
county,  New  York,  and  his  maternal  grandmother  was  a  native  of  Lanca- 
shire, England.  Hi?  father,  Daniel  Kecncy,  a  native  of  Canada,  born  at 
Dumfries,  Ontario,  came  to  Michigan  wjtii  his  parents,  at  the  age  of  six. 
His  mother,  Rhoda  White,  a  native  of  Oneida  county.  New  York,  came 
to  Michigan  with  her  parents  at  the  age  of  eight.  In  this  State  the  parents 
of  our  subject  were  reared,  educated  and  married.  They  removed  to 
Illinois,  where  Mr.  Daniel  Kecncy  spent  several  years  in  the  retail  lumber 
trade  and  thv.n  rt:lurm;d  to  Michiy,,i:i.  He  is  now  a  resident  of  Caiik'nii/i. 
Wiilard  K.  Keeney  was  born  at  Areola,  iiiinois,  January  25,  1862,  and 
came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan  when  he  was  two  and  a  half  years  old. 
He  has  lived  in  Kent  county  ever  since  that  time.  His  education  was 
received  in  the  Grand  Rapids  public  schools,  and  he  was  graduated  from 
the  hif^h  sclioo!  in  1879.  Immediately  after  that  he  entered  tlie  Literary 
Department  of  the  Uni\  ui-it v  of  Michigan,  bjt  ip  consequence  of  the 
failure  of  his  sigiu,  occasioned  by  ovcr-btudy,  was  compelled  to  leave 
before  completing  his  course.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  resume  his 
studies  he  returned  to  the  University  and  spent  one  year  in  the  Law 
Department.  In  1882  he.  returned  to  Grand  Rapids  and  entered  the  law 
oflRce  of  Tfnn.  R.  W.  Hutterfield  as  a  student.  In  1883,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  he  was  admitted  to  tiie  Bar  at  Grand  Rapids,  and,  January  I, 
1887,  he  had  made  such  pi  ogress  in  the  law  as  to  be  admitted  to  partner- 
ship with  Mr.  Butterfield.  This  was  before  he  had  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years.  The  firm  has  continued  unchanged  until  the  present 
time.  Mr.  Keeney  has  practised  in  the  various  ;  iirts  of  the  State,  the 
Federal  courts  of  Michigan,  and  the  Snprerne  Court  :>l  the  United  States. 
Amonj^  the  cases  he  has  conducted  whicli  iiave  excited  public  attention  is  one 
decided  in  favor  of  his  client  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  entitled  Grand  Rapids  and  Indiana  Railroad  Company  vs.  Butler  and  is 
37 
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reported  in  159  U.  S.  87.  It  involved  a  question  of  riparian  ritrht?.  In 
this  caf^e  the  bank  of  Grand  rivi  r  was  survryec'  in  T83!  ami  tln  tr  was  no 
expre&s  reservation  at  the  time  of  an  island  in  Grand  river  opposite  the 
main  land.  The  island  was  not  surveyed  at  this  time,  although  lines  were 
drawn  on  the  pkt  indicating  the  place  where  the  island  lay.  The  land 
upon  the  shore  was  patented.  Subsequently  the  island  was  surveyed  by 
the  United  States  and  a  patent  to  the  island  wn^  cjranted  by  the  United 
States  to  the  railroad  company.  The  land  became  quite  valuable,  being 
near  the  center  of  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids.  Mr.  Keeney  rcprciicnU^d 
the  riparian  proprietor,  and  the  court  held  with  him  that  the  patent  to  the 
railroad  company  was  void  and  that  the  island  belonged  to  the  riparian 
proprietor.  Mr.  Keeney  is  engaged  in  general  practice,  but  the  business 
which  has  fallen  to  his  lot  has  related  largely  to  rnrpnratc  and  commercial 
affairs  and  ostatos.  In  politics  he  is  a  Kepuljlican.  He  has  never  held 
public  position,  nor  been  an  aspirant  for  political  preferment;  but  has  con- 
fined himself  closely  to  the  duties  or  his  profession.    He  is  a  bachelor. 


HENRY  E.  WAT  RKIDGK,  St.  jolms.  Henry  E.  Walbridge  is  one  of 
the  strong,  capable  and  successful  lawyers  of  central  Michigan.  His  char- 
acter as  a  man  and  his  standing  at  the  Bar  make  it  entirely  appropriate  that 
a  sketch  of  his  life  should  appear  in  a  publication  dedicated  to  the  profes- 
sion of  which  he  is  an  honorable  member.  It  will  be  interesting  to  inves- 
tigate the  ■^'nirrcs  of  his  influence  and  discover  the  hidings  of  his  power. 
The  brii  f  -tni  v  of  his  f^riit  ilogy  discloses  the  probability  of  liereditary 
trails  and  mhcrited  abilities  and  tendencies.  His  parents  were  bom  natives 
of  Vermont,  and  possessed  the  best  attributes  of  the  New  Eugland  type — 
valor  and  probity,  industry  and  thrift,  integrity  and  perseverance.  His 
father,  Captain  Henry  Walbridge,  is  accounted  for  in  his  personal  sketch. 
His  mother  was  Zilphia  Allen,  a  daughter  of  Ethan  Allen  of  Vermont,  and 
a  collateral  descendant  ot  Gen.  Etlian  Allen,  the  hero  of  Ticonderoga. 
Henry  E.  Walbridge  is  the  eldest  of  the  three  surviving  children  born  to 
his  parents,  the  others  being  Edward  L.,  attorney  at  law,  Grand  Rapids, 
and  Mrs.  Ella  DeMay  of  Jackson,  Michigan.  He  was  bom  in  Glover, 
Vermont,  March  31,  1850,  and  brought  to  Michigan  by  his  parents  two 
years  aftenvards.  His  early  childhood  was  spent  in  Saline,  and  he  wd'^.  six 
years  old  when  the  family  removed  to  St.  Johns.  Here  he  attended  the 
Union  Schools  and  the  St.  Johns  high  school,  in  which  he  was  prepared 
for  college.  When  only  seventeen  years  of  age  he  entered  Olivet  College, 
where  he  took  the  scientific  course.  On  leaving  college  he  studied  law  in 
the  office  and  under  the  instruction  of  his  father,  and  was  peculiarly  favored 
in  having  for  a  teacher  a  man  so  interested  in  his  success,  and  one  who 
understood  his  mental  capacity  and  disposition.  The  next  week  after 
attaining  his  majority  he  was  admitted  to  practice  and  to  a  partnership 
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with  Viis  father.  This  relation  wn^;  contintied  until  the  retirement  of  his 
father,  and  in  i  Sgo  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Gen.  O.  T..  Spauldinfr. 
At  the  end  of  two  years  this  relation  was  dissolved,  anu  alter  practising 
alone  until  May,  1893,  he  became  associated  in  a  partnership  with  J.  H. 
Fedewa,  which  is  still  in  existence.  The  first  case  with  which  Mr.  Wal- 
bridge  was  connected  in  the  Supreme  Court  was  of  priitie  importance  and 
established  a  precedent.  He  represented  the  defendant  in  the  suit  of 
Eunice  £.  Vought  (by  her  next  friend)  vs.  George  l).  Frost  (by  his  guar- 
dian). Hon.  Randolph  Striclcland  was  counsel  for  plaintiff.  The  quci>tion 
involved  was  whether  or  not  under  the  Michigan  statutes  a  man  over 
eighteen  and  under  twenty-one  years  of  age  was  liable  for  damages  on 
account  of  breach  of  promise,  or  contract  of  marriage.  The  Circuit  Court 
held  that  such  liahility  existed  and  the  verdict  therein  was  in  favor  of  the 
plaintiti.  The  Supreme  Court,  after  a  lull  hearing  and  review  of  the  case, 
reversed  the  Circuit  Court  and  established  the  law  of  Michigan.  Mr.  WaU 
bridge  has  had  numerous  important  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  during 
later  years  has  won  almost  every  such  case  by  the  carefulness  and  thorough- 
ness of  his  preparation,  the  lucidity  atid  strrn.^th  of  his  arj:;^-]ment.  He 
inherited  an  unmistakable  tendency  or  inclinati ofi  to  the  law,  without  which 
it  is  difficult  for  any  man,  however  learned  and  industrious  he  may  be,  to 
achieve  the  full  measure  of  success.  He  is  fortunate  also  in  having  early 
formed  the  habits  of  a  student.  He  has  been  able  to  summon  all  of  his 
abilities  and  command  them  in  the  investigation  of  i  mportant  or  intricate 
qitestion"?,  devoting  himself  to  the  work  with  a  per-^istpncy  which  cannot 
fail.  Me  ha^  what  is  aptly  termed  a  cultivated  comirion  sense.  He  is  not 
capricious;  there  is  no  vacillation  in  his  course,  He  is  therefore  capable 
of  maintaining  himself  among  the  men  who  form  the  front  rank  in  profes- 
sional progress.  In  1872  he  was  elected  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  and 
held  the  office  six  years.  His  practice  takes  him  into  the  c  utrts  of  Clinton, 
Shta%va.ssce,  Sas^inaw.  Ingham,  Gratiot,  Kent,  Ionia  and  Montcalm  conn- 
ties.  He  is  local  attorney  for  the  D.  G.  II.  &  M.  railway.  Mr.  Walbridge 
has  no  fondness  for  political  office,  preferring  the  work  and  rewards  of  his 
profession.  He  is  a  very  enthusiastic  Republican  and  participates  actively 
in  all  political  campaigns,  both  in  public  meetings  and  at  the  polls.  He  is 
frequently  chosen  as  del^;ate  to  party  conventions.  He  has  two  estimable 
daughter*;  who  live  with  him  at  home.  He  is  espcciRlly  conrteons  in  his 
bearing  toward  strangers  and  impresses  favorably  all  who  meet  him  in  social 
contact.  His  sterling  qualities  of  character  no  less  than  his  lawyerlikc 
abilities  commend  him  to  the  profession  and  the  public.  He  has  won  an 
enviable  reputation  as  a  skillful  examiner  of  witnesses  and  a  successful 
advocate  before  juries. 
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THOMAS  F.  McGARRV,  Grand  Rapids.  Mr.  McGarn-  was  bom  in 
Ada,  Kent  county,  Michigan,  December  25, 1859;  received  a  common  sciiool 
education;  taught  school;  also  taught  night  school,  mathematics  and  pen- 
manship. He  became  station  agent  of  railroad,  and  construction  contractor. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  April  13,  1880;  January  i,  i88t,  became  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Mitchell,  Bell  &  McGarry  of  Ionia,  Michigan;  was 
city  attorney  three  terms,  and  mayor  of  Tonia,  one  term ;  was  attorney 
for  the  D.  L.  &  N.  and  C.  S.  &  C.  railroads.  In  1884  he  married  Mi$:> 
Nettie  Belding,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  daughter  of  D.  W.  Belding,  vice- 
president  of  the  silk  firm  of  Belding  Bros.  &  Co.  In  1890  he  moved  to 
Grand  Rapids,  and  became  associated  successively  with  the  Hons.  M.  H« 
Ford,  William  F.  McKnight,  Allen  B.  Morse  and  J.  Byron  Judkins. 
January  r,  1895,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  George  E.  Nichols  of  Tonia. 
This  firm  conducts  business  both  at  Ionia  and  Grand  Rapids,  under  the 
name  of  McGarry  &  Nichols,  and  has  a  large  practice. 


EDMUjNU  iJ.  BARRY,  Grand  Rapids.  Edmund  Drinan  Barry  was 
born  August  4,  1854,  in  a  log  house  four  miles  south  of  Ann  Arbor  in  the 
Township  of  Pittsfield,  Washtenaw  county,  Michigan.  His  father,  Rob- 
ert J.  Barry,  worked  his  way  to  Michigan  from  New  Jersey  when  but  a 
boy,  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Washt  t  uaw  county.  His  mother, 
Sarah  A.  Moseley,  was  born  in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  and  came  with 
her  father's  family  to  MicfiiL;aii  v.  !i.-n  Washtenaw  county  was  still  a  wil- 
derness. In  1855  Robert  J.  Harry  was  elected  county  clerk  and  moved 
his  family  from  his  farm  to  Ann  Arbor,  which  continued  to  be  the  family 
residence  until  1883.  Mr.  Barry  thns  obtained  his  early  training  in  the 
Ann  Arbor  graded  schools,  and  grew  up  in  a  literary  atmosphere  of  that 
college  town.  On  graduating  from  the  high  school  he  entered  the  classical 
course  of  the  Literary  Department  of  the  Universit)'  of  Michigan,  and 
graduated  therefrom  in  June,  1876,  receiving  the  degree  ot  A.  B.  He 
was  principal  of  the  Port  Huron  high  school  during  1876-7,  and  superin- 
tendent of  the  Allegan  public  schools  from  1877  to  1881.  While  at  Alle- 
gan he  devoted  his  spare  time  to  reading  law  and  was  admitted,  on  exami- 
nation, to  the  Bnr  of  Allegan  county  June  t2,  1880.  One  year  later  he 
resigned  his  po;,ition  at  Allegan  and  entered  the  Uu  oftice  of  Norris  & 
Uhl  al  Grand  Rapids,  remaining  with  that  firm  until  its  dissolution  in 
June,  1887.  Mr.  Barry  was  married  August  2,  1888,  to  Miss  A..  Belle 
FitzGerald,  daughter  of  Hon.  J.  C.  FitzGerald.  In  December,  1889, 
Mr.  FitzGerald  and  Mr.  Barry  formed  a  law  partnership  under  the  name 
of  Fitr.Gerald  &  Barry,  which  still  cxi'^ts.  Mr.  Hurry  has  never  indulged 
in  poliiics,  and  has  never  sought  nor  held  public  office.  His  entire  time 
and  attention  are  given  to  his  profession. 


\ 


t 


BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  MICHIGAN. 


581 


FOR  FST  C.  BADGELY,  Jackson.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  another 
of  Michigan's  sott;  who  graduated  from  the  farm  before  he  did  from  any 
educational  institution.  In  fact  he  rtpvrr  f^radtrated  from  collejre  nt  rj!!.  It 
can  be  said  to  his  lioiior  that  he  educated  iiiinseif.  If  we  were  to  elimi- 
nate from  the  records  of  the  country  the  names  and  doings  of  the  men 
who  have  made  the  history  of  this  country  during  the  past  two  genera- 
tions, all  those  who  were  not  graduates  of  some  of  our  institutions  of 
learning,  what  an  appalling  gap  there  woitld  appear.  Forest  C.  Ba(!f:rely 
was  born  twenty-nine  years  ago  on  a  iarm  iti  Jack?on  county,  .Michigan. 
He  resided  on  the  farm  until  he  reached  the  age  01  maturity,  getting  in 
the  interval  all  the  educational  advantages  that  were  to  be  obtained  in  the 
district  school.  He  supplemented  this  education  by  a  course  in  the  Jack- 
son high  school,  completing  in  one  year  the  entire  two-year  course.  He 
had  determined  on  the  law  for  a  vocation  long  before  he  left  the  paternal 
roof  and  Black'^tone  and  other  authorities  on  legal  subjects  had  been  the  com- 
panions of  his  leisure  hours.  In  the  spring  of  1889  he  entered  the  law 
office  of  Hammond,  Barkworth  &  Cobb,  and  pursued  his  studies  for  a 
year,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Jackson  and  one  year  later 
opened  an  office  for  himself.  He  was  subsequently  elected  Circuit  Court 
Commissioner,  whose  duties  he  di^chaif^^ed  with  credit  to  himself  and 
satisfaction  to  bis  constituents.  The  habits  of  industry  tormed  early  he 
carried  with  him  into  his  professional  work,  which,  supplemented  by  his 
other  excellent  habits  and  well  known  integrity,  soon  put  him  on  the  high 
way  to  success.  For  a  young  man  in  practice  but  a  short  time  he  has  a 
rt  ii^ark ably  large  clientage.  He  has  engaged  in  some  important  litigation 
and  has  held  his  own  with  lawyers  of  ripe  years  and  experience.  For  the 
time  he  has  been  in  ])ract  ic?*  he  has  made  a  good  reputation  and  been  highly 
successful  as  a  criminal  lawyer.  Among  im  clients  are  some  of  the  largest 
jobbing  and  manufacturing  firms  in  the  city  of  Jackson.  He  is  the  local 
representative  of  many  outside  iirms  and  corporations,  among  which  are 
mentioned  the  Snow-Church  Company,  The  North  American  Mercantile 
Agency  Company,  The  United  States  Law  Association.  The  Bradstreet 
Company  and  1  ciheld  &  i  eitield.  He  is  an  esteemed  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Fythias,  Maccabees  and  of  the  Ancient  Essenic  Order.  Mr. 
Badgely  is  a  member  of  the  Bar  in  good  standing  and  is  therefore  entitled 
to  representation  in  a  volume  bearing  the  title  selected  for  this  work.  With 
a  substantial  moral  character  formed  by  the  practice  of  essential  virtues, 
with  correct  ethical  ideas  and  the  habits  of  a  student  he  may  grow  and 
achieve  honorable  distinction  in  the  profession. 
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IRA  R.  GROSVENOR,  Monroe.     Col.  Ira  kufus  Grosvenor  is  a  liotc- 
woithy  figure  in  the  legal  profession  of  iVlichigan.    Coming  at  the  age  of 
twenty  into  the  territory  before  its  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  state, 
he  has  been  a  resident  of  Monroe  county  more  than  sixty  years.    He  was 
bom  in  Paxton,  Worcester  county,  Massachusetts,  March  i8,  1815.  His 
parents  were  Ebenezer  A  and  Mdvy  A.  Livermore  Grosvenor.    His  father 
was  ,1  'ichool  teacher,  first   in  Massachusetts  and  aftenvards  at  various 
places  in  central  and  southern  Mew  Vork,  and  the  tamiiy  was  poor,  lia 
therefore  found  it  desirable  to  become  a  bread-winner  at  a  very  early  age. 
He  was  barely  sixteen  when  he  left  home  to  enter  upon  a  career  for  him- 
self which  should  be  independent  and  self-supporting.  His  capital  consisted 
of  good  health,  a  good  academic  education,  and  a  character  well  compacted 
of  the  elements  an<l  principles  which  make  the  best  manhood.    Hr  was 
resolute  in  the  purpose  to  succeed,  and  willing  to  accept  any  employment 
that  was  useful  and  remunerative.    He  was  fortunate,  before  reaching  the 
age  of  twenty,  in  being  promoted  to  a  clerkship  in  the  land-office  at  Mon> 
roe,  Michigan,  from  the  clerkship  of  a  small  steamer  pljring  on  Lake  On- 
tarion,  whose  owner  was  appointed  receiver  of  tlie  land-office.    He  re- 
mained in  this  office  two  years  and  worked  his  wav  to  the  position  of  chief 
clerk.    When  tlic  land-ofFicc  was  removed  to  Detroit  he  began  the  study 
of  law,  whicli  iie  pursued  four  years  under  most  capable  instructors: 
Warner  M.  Wing,  afterwards  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan ; 
Robert  McClelland,  afterwards  governor  of  the  state  and  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  in  President  Pierce's  cabinet;  and  Alpheus  Felch,  one  of  the 
noble  men  and  s^icat  huvy^'"''  '^^  the  State.     It  was  a  rare  privilege  to  be 
associated  in  early  life  as  a  student  of  law  with  the  men  most  cniinent  in 
the  jurisprudence  and  political  affairs  of  tlie  State.    His  four  years  of 
study  under  such  teachers  qualified  htm  liberally  for  practice  when  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar.    His  first  employment  in  the  profession  was  in 
the  capacity  of  clerk  or  assistant  to  older  lawyers.    After  two  years  he 
opened  an  office  for  independent  practice.     He  had  severnl  partnershipj^ 
during;  the  tu;xt  forty  year'^  first  with  i)a\-iH  A,  Noble,  aii  cxetdlent  law\-er 
and  prominent  man,  for  nearly  ten  years;  second,  with  ialcot  K.VVinj^,  in 
the  firm  of  Grosvenor  &  Wing,  for  eight  years;  third,  with  John  R.  Rauch, 
who  had  been  a  student  of  law  in  his  office,  for  nearly  fifteen  years ;  next 
with  Rufus  E.  Pinney,  in  a  jiartnership  which  continued  until  the  latter 
was  elected  Judge  of  Probate  in  1876;  afterwards  with  George  M.  Landon 
until  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Landon  as-  Jtidt^p  of  I'robate.   The  War  of  the 
Rebellion  interrupted  the  course  of  Col.  Grovesnor's  professional  life.  He 
had,  prior  to  the  war,  manifested  a  considerable  taste  for  military  affairs 
and  taken  an  active  interest  both  in  the  militia  oi^^ized  under  State  law  and 
the  formation  and  drilling  of  independent  companies.    He  was  one  of  the 
commissioned  officers  of  such  a  company  at  Monroe.    In  i36i  he  organ- 
ized the  seventh  Michigan  infantry  and  received  a  commission  as  colonel. 
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The  regiment  was  mustered  September  $,  1861.  and  proceeded  at  once  to 
the  front.    He  discharged  the  duties  of  a  field-officer  with  bravery  and 

intelIi$Tence,  was  in  numerous  battles  rind  skirmisbr«,  and  led  bis  regiment 
in  some  brilliant  charges.  At  Ball  s  Bluff  he  was  in  command  o£  a  brigade 
for  a  time.  He  participated  in  the  Peninsular  Campaign,  the  siege  of 
Yorktown,  the  battles  of  West  Point  and  Fair  Oaks,  Fredericksburg  and 
Peach  Orchard,  White  Oak  Swamps  and  Glendale.  He  resigned  July  7, 
1864,  with  health  greatly  shattered,  and' returned  to  his  home  soon  after- 
wards. It  required  some  time  to  slather  up  the  threads  of  his  law  prac- 
tice; but  littie  by  little,  as  the  enfeebled  state  of  his  health  permitted,  he 
regained  the  business  and  took  an  advanced  position  in  his  profession.  He 
manifested  the  interest  of  a  good  citizen  in  political  affairs  and  as  a  candi- 
date of  the  Republican  party  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  in  1870, 
although  the  county  was  overvvlielmingly  Democratic.  This  is  the  only 
political  office  he  has  ever  held.  In  1879  he  was  nominated  as  a  Candi- 
date tor  iudyr  ()t  the  t',\<  nty-scci itid  judicial  circuit,  but  the  adverse 
majority  in  tlie  counties  of  Monroe  and  Washtenaw,  which  comprised  the 
circuit,  was  too  large  to  be  overcome.  In  1881  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Governor  a  trustee  of  the  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Kalamazoo  and  served 
as  s\ich  fourteen  years.  He  has  long  been  president  of  the  Bar  Associa- 
tion of  Monroe  county.  For  nearly  cixty  years  Col.  Gmsvenor  ha-^  been 
a  member  of  the  Bar  of  Mrjutoc,  giving  earnest  thought  and  atten.io:i  to 
the  practice  of  law.  He  has  aimed  to  master  the  principles  and  apply  the 
spirit  of  the  law,  rather  than  concern  himself  with  mere  technicalities.  His 
early  instruction  and  reading  helped  to  a  proper  understanding  of  the 
common  law.  He  has  the  acumen  to  discern  what  the  law  is,  a  sense  of 
justice  which  is  innate  and  intuitive,  and  tireless  pcrseverancf.  To  breth- 
ren of  the  Bar  his  courtesy  is  unfailing.  He  concedes  the  riidits  of  others 
and  maintains  his  own.  His  fidelity  to  a  cau.se  or  a  client  is  absolute.  As 
an  advocate  he  is  ai^mentative  and  sympathetic.  His  sensibilities  are 
fine.  He  espouses  the  cause  of  the  poor  who  are  unable  to  pay  with  the 
same  alacrity  and  earnestness  as  that  of  the  rich.  As  a  man  he  is  highly 
esteemed  for  the  exhibition  in  daily  life  of  the  traits  which  make  an  up- 
right citizen,  a  kind  neighbor  and  a  faithful  friend.  He  was  married  Sep- 
tember 14,  1857,  to  Miss  Harriet  Wood,  daughter  o£  Col.  Joseph  Wood, 
of  Monroe,  who  died  in  1845.  May  22,  1849.  married  Miss  Sarah  A. 
Wood,  the  sister  of  his  first  wife.  Three  children,  bom  of  the  second 
marriage,  survive:  Irene  Frances,  wife  of  H.  6.  Wheelock,  of  Chicago; 
Elliott  O.,  who  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Michigan  with  the 
honors  of  his  class  in  18^5.  and  afterwards  graduated  from  the  Law  De- 
partment nf  the  L'iii\ersit\  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar,  but  who  has 
preferred  agricultural  pursuits;  Winlhrop  W.,  who  is  also  a  resident  of 
Monroe.  Col.  Grosvenor  resides  on  his  beautiful  farm  just  outside  of-  the 
city,  which  he  named  Fair  Oaks  on  account  of  its  resemblance  to  the  bat- 
tlefield of  that  name. 
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FITCH  REED  WILLIAMS,  Elk  Ranf(!s,  Hon.  Fitch  R.  Williams  is  de- 
scended fr.  iin  good  old  Dutch  and  Welsh  stock.  His  father,  John  Williams, 
a  native  oi  Connecticut,  and  of  Dutch  descent,  was  a  teacher  in  his  early 
manhood,  and  afterwards  a  merchant  and  manufacturer.  His  mother* 
Bulia  Calkins,  was  a  native  of  Litchfield  county,  Connecticut,  and  of  Welsh 
descent.  Fitch  R.  Williams  was  the  second  in  a  family  of  six  children 
who  lived  to  maturity.  Ue  was  born  at  Amenia,  Duche?<>  county,  New 
York.  Dcc«^mber  tS,  1834.  His  early  year*;  were  spent  in  Sharon.  Con- 
necticut, to  which  his  parents  removed  when  he  was  a  small  cliild.  1  licrc 
he  attended  the  district  school  until  he  was  ten  years  old,  when  he  came 
west  with  his  parents,  who  settled  in  Sharon,  Washtenaw  county,  Michi- 
gan. This  was  in  1845.  Afterwards  the  family  removed  to  Albion,  where 
Fitch  attended  the  seminary  which  developed  into  Albion  College.  In  this 
seminar)  lie  was  prepared  for  collesfe,  and  after  hh  attendance  there  and 
at  thf  uni\  ;  rsitv.  he  was  professor  o{  Latin  and  Greek  in  Albion  College 
for  two  years.  He  entered  the  University  of  Michigan  and  was  gradu- 
ated in  1858  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  Subsequently  the  degree  of  A.  M, 
was  conferred  upon  him  for  continuation  in  literary  pursuits.  After 
graduation  he  was  appointed  instructor  in  Latin  in  the  University,  and 
held  the  position  two  years.  In  the  Freshman  cEi«^«  of  eif^hty  or  more 
ynun^  men.  which  he  then  instructed,  were  many  who  have  since  become 
prominent  in  affairs,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned  Judge  Henry  H. 
Swan,  Regent  Levi  L.  Barbour,  Regent  C.  S.  Draper,  deceased,  Pro- 
fessors D'Oge  and  Walter  of  the  University,  Edwin  F.  Uhl,  Ambassador 
to  Germany,  and  many  others  who  became  distinguished  in  the  State,  in 
professional  life  or  public  station.  He  recalls  this  period  of  his  life  with 
much  satisfaction,  and  esteemc  if  .m  honor  to  have  been  permitted  to 
teach  such  men.  His  lather  died  about  this  time,  and  he  was  compelled 
to  resign  in  order  to  care  for  the  family  and  the  estate.  On  this  account 
he  was  obliged  to  remain  in  Albion  for  six  years.  He  had  b^n  the 
study  of  law  while  in  the  University,  and  was  an  important  factor  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Law  Department  of  the  University.  That  he  was 
instrumental  in  •securing  Profeswr  Cof^Uy  to  tlic  Law  School,  and  to  citi- 
zenship in  Ann  Arbor,  will  always  aff  .  d  liini  a  pleasurable  memory. 
While  engaged  in  the  settlement  of  his  father's  estate  he  established  a 
book  and  drug  store  at  Albion,  in  connection  with  his  brother,  and  became 
a  successful  merchant.  In  1866  he  sold  this  business,  resumed  his  law 
studies  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Marshall  two  years  later.  He 
began  practice  at  Albion,  where  he  remained  two  years,  until  the  fa'l  of 
\^yo.  The  v.'el!-knf>wn  firm  of  Dexter  &  Noble,  having  exten^ivi-  inteie->ls 
at  lL\k  Rapids,  induced  Mr.  Williams  to  locate  there.  For  the past  twenty- 
six  years  he  has  continued  to  reside  in  Elk  Rapids,  and  during  most  of  the 
time  has  conducted  a  law  practice  alone.  In  the  seventies  J.  A.  Parkinson, 
now  of  Jackson,  was  associated  with  him  under  the  firm  name  of  Williams 
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&  Parkinson;  and  aftenvards,  foi  a  short  time,  Mr.  Charles  T.Hickox,  now 
of  Mil'A  aukee,  was  in  partnf  r^liip  with  him.  His  practice  has  been  gen- 
eral and  as  large  as  that  oi  any  other  firm  in  his  section  of  the  State.  In 
1870  Elk  Rapids  was  the  county  seat  of  a  district  which  has  since  been 
divided  into  the  four  counties  of  Antrim,  Kalkaska,  Otsego  and  Crawford. 
From  1870  to  1876  he  served  s&  prosecuting  attorney,  and  while  in  office  he 
prosecuted  fifty  cases  for  infraction  of  the  prohibitory  and  liquor  tax  laws, 
securinLi  convictions  in  forty-nine  of  the  cases.  He  was  elected  to  the 
State  Senate  in  1876  for  a  term  of  two  years,  and  as  a  member  of  that 
body  was  the  authority  on  the  law  governing  taxation,  to  which  he  had 
given  much  study.  He  was  counsel  for  the  State  against  the  L.  S.  &  M, 
S.  Railway  Company  in  the  case  entitled  Pritchard  (State  Treasurer)  vs. 
Latimer  (  Auditor-General).  The  question  involved  was  taxiijj  the  rail- 
road company  under  its  old  charter  after  its  reorganization  or  consolida- 
tion with  other  companies.  He  took  the  position  that  the  old  charter  was 
surrendered  by  their  consolidation  under  the  general  railroad  law.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  that  class  of  litigation  which  has  since  attracted  much 
attention  in  the  State.  Mr.  Williams  started  the  ball  rolling.  He  was 
the  prindpal  atl  irney  for  defendant  in  the  ^nit  for  removal  of  the  county 
seat  from  Elk  Rapids  to  Beilaire,  in  which  close  constitutional  questions 
were  raised,  but  was  defeated.  He  tried  in  the  United  States  court  the 
first  case  of  the  series  since  known  as  the  '*Swamp-Land  Cases,"  involving 
the  principle  that  under  the  original  surveys,  as  agreed  upon,  the  swamp- 
lands appearing  thereon  were  granted  to  the  State  by  the  Act  of  1 850 
without  further  irlontification.  Mr.  Williams  was  married  August  12, 
1862,  to  Miss  Elr/abcth  Jane  Roberts,  oi  Ugden,  Monroe  county,  New 
York,  a  lady  of  much  refinement  and  cultivated  taste;  an  artist  of  recog- 
nized ability.  She  was  educated  at  Albion  College,  and  Leroy  University, 
New  York.  They  have  one  son,  Fitch  Roberts  Williams,  who  was  bom  in 
1874,  and  educated  classically  at  Albion,  but  is  now  studying  law  in  his 
father's  ofHcc,  preparatory  1<>  entering  the  Law  Department  of  the  L'niver- 
.sity  of  Michigan.  Mr.  Williams  is  a  man  of  substantial  means  and  high 
financial  standing:  a  stockholder  and  director  in  the  Elk  Rapids  Savings 
Bank,  for  which  he  is  also  the  attorney.  He  has  the  legal  business  of  sev- 
eral large  corporations.  He  is  a  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Alpha  Delta 
Phi,  Greek  fraternity,  and  a  scholarly  gentleman  of  versatile  talents.  The 
mental  discipline  which  he  acquired  in  teaching  was  scarcely  less  important 
in  his  subsequent  career  than  the  accurate  knowledge  of  the  classics 
obtained  by  study,  and  firmly  fixed  in  mind  by  imparting  instruction  to 
others.  His  success  in  the  law  is  equalled  by  his  prosperity  in  business, 
for  which  he  has  always  displayed  large  capacity.  Trained  to  study,  he 
mastered  intricate  problems  of  the  law ;  clear  tn  his  perceptions,  industri- 
ous and  persistent  in  (gaining  all  possible  knowledge  of  his  cases,  systematic 
in  the  arrangement  oi  his  evidence,  lucid  and  turceful  in  the  presentation 
of  his  facts,  he  is  able  to  accomplish  all  that  may  be  done  for  a  client  in 
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the  trial  of  a  cause.    He  believes  in  his  profession,  and  pursues  it  with  a 

devotion  that  ahvay?  -secures  good  result's.  He  believes  in  culture  and 
practises  the  amenities.  The  air  of  refinement  in  his  hoTvic  is  as  distinct 
as  the  hospitality  and  good  cheer.  He  is  regarded  one  of  tlie  most  useful 
as  well  as  prominent  citizens  in  his  part  of  the  State. 


APPENDIX. 


ROLL  OF  MICHIGAN  LAWYERS.  . 

Following  is  a  complete  list  of  attorneys  whose  names  appear  un  the 
roll  kept  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as  certified  by 

that  official. 

Where  the  date  of  admission  is  unknown  the  names  are  marked  *. 


Date  of  Admlwioa. 
* 
* 

1833  ... 
Jan.  1839  — 
Nov.  19, 1839  ... 


lay, 


Nov. 
Mar. 
Mar. 


Jan.  8, 


1839 
1843 
1843  .. 
1843 


1846  ... 

".IS ::: 

1851  ... 

1853  ... 
1853  ... 


Feb.  35,  1854  — 
Oct.        «  ... 

185s  .-- 
Jan.       1856  ... 


Jan.  26,     "  ... 

iane  4,     "  ... 
I0V.3,   1857  ... 
May  29,  1858  — 

Oct.  16,    -  "'. 

M  U 


♦ 

* 

*  ... 

•  "I 
* 

♦  I" 
* 

May,      i8s9  — 
»8»  ... 
Nov.  5,    "  ... 

*'  »Sf  "  ... 
Mar.  20k  1860  ... 

«  M 


NUOM. 

B.  P.  H.  Witherell, 
R.  M.  Cletland, 
Samuel  T.  Douglan, 
Thos.  W.  Lockwood, 
Wm.  T.  Mitchell, 

E.  C.  Walker, 

C.  1.  Walker, 
Wm.  T.  Young, 
Auj,'.  C.  Haiav.iii, 
A.  B.  Mavuiird, 

G.  V.  N.  Lotbrop, 

D.  B.  DufHeld, 

D.  C.  lloihrook, 
EdiiuniJ  hiail, 

H.  H.  \Vl-1I», 
S.  Stevens, 
Win.  U  Webber, 
bidney  D.  Miller, 
Thos.  H.  Hartwell, 
Alex.  J.  Fraser, 
W.  A.  Moore, 

E.  T.  Throop, 
Hugh  McCurdj, 
Chas.  S.  Crosby, 
H.  C.  Cheever, 
Geo.  3.  Swift, 
Atbley  Pond, 
E.  Hawlcy.Jr. 
Wm.  P.  Welle, 
D.J.  Davidson, 
Geo.  Kingsley, 
Geo.  W.  Wilson, 
Levi  T.  Grifltn, 

D.  W.Jaekion, 
Jas.  P.  Rexford, 
Krvm  Palmer, 
L.  S.  Tiowbrlde, 
T.  M.  McEntee, 
Geo.  Andrews, 

E.  C.  Hinsdale, 
Thos.  M.  Cooley, 

Geo.  S.  Xc'wbcrrv, 

O.  E.  McCutcheou, 
Chas.  S.  Draper, 
A.  1.  Dovell, 
C  il  McGurria, 
H  A  Forrest, 
Jofin  Ward, 
Wm.  H.  Rexford, 
Hobart  Miller, 
A.  G.  Bovnton, 

}as.  D.  \V'elt, 
ohn  F.  Loose, 


Date  of  Admlistoa. 
May  s,  i8fio 


June, 
■I 


u 


H 
it 


M 


Sept.  9.  " 
Mar.  33, 1861 

M  U 

Apr.  37,  " 

Sept.  3, 
Oct.  15, 
Nov.  2, 


Nov.  12,  " 
Mar.  1862 

Apr.   4,  " 

w  u 

May,  " 
May  17, 


« 


It  u 
<«  M 


Dec.  6, 
* 


Apr. 

May  30, 

Sept. 
Oct.  20, 
Nov.  7, 
« 


1863  ... 


ti 
<■ 
<t 
■< 
(I 
u 


Apr.  s»  «8«4 

ti  a 


(I 


It 

14 
11 


Name. 
...  John  J.  Speed, 

Cbae.  A;Kent, 
...  Jas.  W.  Rooieyn, 
._  O.J.  Atkinson, 
..  A.  H.  Wilkinson, 

T.  R.  Denlson, 
  Tos.  G.  Lodt^'i', 

G.  H.  Masoij, 

Dan  II.  Bail, 
...  I^,  S.  1  Unifies, 
._  L.  iM.  O'tiriei., 
..  Henrv  15.  Briiwn, 
..  G.  O.  Robin. so  11, 

Jos.  T).  Morton, 
_.  C  J.  O'FlTnn, 

A.  C  Slorv, 
..  F.  H.  Elder, 

£.  P.  Stebbins, 
.-  A.  E.  Cowles, 
..  6.  A.  Graves, 
__  T.  H.  Peabody, 

Dan'l  W.  Perkins, 

M.  J.  Smiley, 

F.  A.  Ashley, 

D.  W.  Brooks, 
..  las.  Caplia, 

L.  R.  Smith, 
...  E.  H,  Towar, 
...  John  Atkinson, 
.-  Brady  E.  Backus, 
..  T.  R.Glllett, 
Geo.  W.  Parks, 
Hoyt  Post, 

E.  £.  Benedict, 
Edward  Boltwood, 
irorai-.-  M-  Hale, 
Daii  P.  Foote. 
Wni,  R.  AnJriiS, 

..  J  a*.  S.  Callow  uy, 
..  Bcnlon  llaiichett, 

 Geoige  Gray, 

..  John  W.  Barnhart, 

Francis  E.  Baker, 
.  -  Joim  1^  Turrel, 

—  John  R.  Parson*, 

._  Francih  B.  Van  Hoaaen, 

—  J.  T.  Hoke, 

.-  W.  W.  Dedrick, 

John  A.  Townsend, 
..  Emery  D.  Potter,  Jr., 
..  James  M.  Wilkinson, 
...  Caaslui  M.  Osgood, 
...  Gideon  B.  Stite, 


u 
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Date  of  AdmkMton. 
April  5, 1864  .. 


u 


Apr.  6, 
"  30, 


June  8, 

Oct.  32, 
« 


::::f 


t86s 
Apr.  4,  " 


Apr.  6.  iii65 
•I  <■ 

Apr.  39, 


Juljr,  1S65 
Oct.  a8,  " 

u  u 

Apr.  3,  1866 
« 
* 

* 
# 

« 
* 

Apr.  4,  1866 

«      12,  " 

"      38,  " 

"  " 

«  <i 

May  a,  " 
* 
• 

June,  1866 , 
Oct.  »*  . 
Not.  8.  , 


Name. 
George  W.  Herrick, 
Jame!>  Gamble, 
Wm.  M.  Haves, 
Francis  Snaltb, 
antes  F.  Billings, 
bbn  M.  Jones, 
lames  I.  Van  Kuren, 
antes  S.  Mclntjre, 
Arthur  Brown, 
Calvin  A.  Brewer, 
Watson  AnibruhliLT, 
Harrison  Keliv, 
Daniel  \'  .Sac;-eruii>r  ;>h, 
SoliKiioii  r_  I  ii.lfrhill, 
E<:v.  :ii  I!,  (.i.llr  ,  , 
Williaiiii  L.  Cobb, 
W.  H.  H.  Russell, 
Cha*.  VV.  Wright, 
C.  H.  Denison, 
C.J.  Cbaddock, 
C.  F.  Harrington, 
Chas.  H.  Steele, 
"as.  J.  Brown, 
Icnry  1).  Smith, 
Thot>.  A.  Bradley, 
Geo.  P.  Griswold, 
Frank  A.  Hooker, 
J.  C.  Patterson, 
John  E.  Kelly, 
John  McNamara, 
Giles  T.  Brown, 
P.  J.  M.  Wonser, 
M.  H.  Carleton, 
W.J.  Terrell, 
Isaac  S.  Coe, 
Chas.  I..  \\  atrous, 
H.  M.  Uulfield, 
F.  C.  Bigelow, 
C.  L.  AUenburg, 
Thos.  M.  lames, 
Wm.  S.  IViuiant, 

S.  F.  Si  agrr, 

Walter  Ellioli, 
C.  N.  Riopelle, 
J.  \^^  Alexander, 
H.  L.  Follett, 
R.  R.  Rogers, 
Geo.  Chandler, 
J.  W.  Ranstead, 
F.  M.  Graham, 
T.J.  Dent, 
C.  S.  Andrews, 
Chas.  Ladd, 

.  Ward  Hill, 

.  C.  Baldwin, 
H.  E.  H.  Bower, 

.  W.  DuBois, 

.  Y.  McMillan, 
C  F.  Gibson, 
S.  L.  Taylor. 
Hannibal  Hart, 
A.  L.  Canfield, 
A.  M.  Nichols, 
Hal  E.  McNeil, 
P.  J.  D.  Van  D^'ke, 
Annie  Giddings, 
John  O'Connor,  Jr., 
Ezra  iCeeler, 
C  B.  Grant, 
Hirawi  J.  Hoyt, 
Win.  S,  Edwards, 
E.  H.  Plhin, 


Datenf  Ai 
Nov.  8, 
Nov.  lo^ 
Jan.  7, 
Apr.  2, 

H 

Apr.  3, 

M 

Apr.  4, 

"  9. 
10, 

" 

«  27, 


May  I, 

"  9. 

"  15, 
June  14, 
* 
• 

June, 

Sept.  5. 
Oct.  26, 
<» 


1866  . 
U 

1867  - 

«< 

M 
«f 
■I 
It 

U  ' 


1867 


Nov. 

{an.  6, 
far.  30, 
Apr.  7. 


Apr.  IS, 

Apr.  22, 
■I 

Apr.  28, 
May  a. 


June  2, 
Oct.  22, 


1868  .. 


Oct. 
Apr.  6, 


1869 
It 


II 
!• 
[I 
U 
li 
M 


Apr.  13, 


Apr.  20, 

May  I, 

* 

* 

May  6) 
* 

May  II, 

Oct.  5, 


1869 

K 
M 

1869 


1869 
II 


Name, 
...  J.  G.  Dtcklniion, 
...  Otto  Kirchner, 
...  N.  H.  Redmond, 
...  Wm.  H.  Beadle, 
..  L.  B.  Hnrrigan, 

D.  S.Harley, 
...  E.  A.  Parsons, 
...  S.  R.  Proper, 
...  T.  D.  Hubbard. 

L.  W.  WWting, 

A,  F,  M'ilcox, 
..  H.  H.  Saui,(l.-rs, 
...  H.  H.  Norrii'gton, 

Ktiward  Min.jck, 

Dnii  M.  Dickinson, 
,  .  Dan'i  G.  Cash, 

C.  W.  Glasgow, 
..  Fred  A.  Baker, 
..  John  Dean, 

Horace  E.  Burt, 

Frank  Dunion, 
...  A.  J.  Chapman, 

John  Weber, 

J.  W.  Finney, 
..  Winsor  Scofield, 

Hennr  H.  Swan, 

—  W.  Montgomery, 
„  Will  C.  Harris, 

Chas.  D.  L.ong, 
...  J.  B.  Humphrey, 
...  Eugene  Fecht, 
...  C.  P.  Stoors, 
...  John  W.  McGrath, 
. .  VVai  ieii  OIney, 
...  E.  H.  Green, 
...  W.C.Stevens, 
...  M.  r.  Ewell, 
...    1.  B.  Cra:ie, 
...  VV.  H.  M(  Dowell, 
. . ,  A.  B.  Markliam, 
Wni  K.  Moran, 
Haniii;<iti  Balus, 
...  B.  F.  Wagner, 
...  SylvanusSackus, 
...  F.  G.  Russell, 
...  ,M.-x  I).  Fowler, 

.  W.  G.  Howard, 

...  Fred'k  O.  Clark, 
..  J.  H.  Kingsbury, 
...  B.B.  Edwards, 
...  A.  E.  Ball, 
...  £.  A.  Bnrltngame, 
...  John  Young, 
..  M.  D.  C.  Thornton, 
...  /as.  McNamara, 
...  S.  A.  Burroughs, 

E  B.  Steele, 
...  L,  R,  Delainatcr, 
 Henry  Lincoln, 

—  C.  T.  Bartlett, 
H.  W.  Stevenson 
A.  A.  Crippin, 

...  H.  F.  Brownson, 
Chas.  R  Thomas 
...   Herliert  iJouen, 
.-  David  F.  Fox, 
Wm.  J.  English, 

E.  R.  Slawson, 
Chas.  W.Tladall, 

-.  John  F.  Mahon, 
Benj.  F.  Heckert, 
Lewis  L.  Wood, 
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Date  of  Admission 
Oct.  7,  1869 
Oct.  16,  " 

«  u 

Oct.  i8»  " 


Apr.  5,  1870  .. 

M  H 


U 
W 
» 
M 
<t 


M 
M 
« 


M 
<l 
M 
II 


U 
U 
U 


U 
M 
It 
U 
<■ 
U 


Apr.  6^ 

«« 

Apr.  IS, 
Apr.  30, 


•I 

w 


Oct.  19, 
Oct.  36, 
« 

Apr.  4, 


>i 


M 
II 


U 

M 

187I 

n 

M 
M 
M 

II 

<l 


Name. 
OS.  N.  Galge, 
G.  Howard, 
.-  CJ.Reilly, 
..  P.  H.  Van  Buren, 
..  Jos.  B.  Moorv, 
..  Henrjr  Lorenz, 

Alfred  E.  Hawes, 
..  Hugh  R.  Fullon, 

L.  B.  HtlHard, 
.-  S.  C.  Robison, 
..  Albert  Kern, 
D  L.  Thomas, 
Frank  W.  Clapp, 
Ezra  D.  Lewis, 
.-  John  S.  Lee, 
.-  Maurice  Stame, 
..  Geo.  F.  Colb>^, 
..  L.  A.  Hiirlbut, 

Albert  Jackson, 
.-  T.  O.  Snodgra«a, 
.  Ace  Gregg, 

-  Amos  Wolfe, 

. .  Eugene  Carpenter, 
..  S.  C.  Knight, 
..  E.  P.  Burnett, 
.  David  M.  Cook, 
,.  M.  L.  Hamblit, 
.  A.  |.  Comatock, 

-  Wilson  A,  Fortt, 
..  Harvejr  D.  Burcb, 

M.  D.  Avera, 
Fred  F.Wendell, 

-  fame*  M  Bamum, 
Newell  Leonard, 

.  J.  A.  Schuyler. 

Isaac  H.  Pedrtck, 
.  Walter  W.  Ames, 
.  DcWitt  H.  Taylor, 
^  J.  S.  Stermilz, 

B.  F.  Hud  c.ii, 
.  Orson  H.  Look, 

-  Oliver  II.  Dean, 

.  Edward  C.  Lovell, 

-  W.  A.  Kingslcv, 

_  J.  T-.  Starkweather, 

-  William  N.  Brown, 
.  Alex.  M,  Harri&ort, 
.  M.  McKernon, 

.  Herbert  L.  Baker, 
.  Henry  A.  Harmon, 
.  Geo  B.  Cochran, 
.  Ed.  E.  Kane, 

-  H.  Z.  Potter, 

.  T.  W.  Donovan, 
.  James  M.  Skinner, 

-  T.  L.  Chadbourne, 
.  Edwin  F.  Conelj, 

.  Charles  C.  HicJce>-, 

.  Sarah  Killgore, 

.  W.R.  Edgar, 

.  J.  B.  Cleland, 

.  Cass  Williams, 

.  Frank  Butterworth, 

-  T.  W.  Heattv, 
.  R.  S.  Norvai, 

.  John  S.  Mailman, 
_  Fred  S.  Suit, 

-  Wm.  A\ford. 
.  Williatn  Byrnes, 

.  J.  W.  Shepherd, 
.  Justin  Badgerow, 
.  Hugh  C.  Killeman. 


Date  of  Admission. 
Apr.  4,  1871  .. 


ti 
II 
11 


H 
it 
U 
it 
It 
U 


Apr.  s, 

<i 

M 

Apr.  9, 
fi 

Apr.  12, 
«• 
i« 

Apr.  19, 

*>  31, 

J«iy  4. 

Sept  87, 
* 

Oct.  36. 
Ik 

Nor.  3, 
Feb.  8, 
Mar.  18. 
•*  30, 

"  -■5, 
.  Apr.  2, 


I* 
II 

M 

M 


tl 
U 
l< 


<l 
<l 
<l 
(I 


«l 
« 
U 
l( 


1871 
II 

<l 

187a 


II 

w 

14 
11 


W 
M 
II 


Name. 
Geo.  H.  Hopkins, 
..  A.  M.  Leflbigwelll, 
..  CM. Swallow, 
..  Chad.  S.  Thomas, 
James  P.  Panders, 
James  B.  Beals, 
James  S.  McKay, 
,.  Bdwln  Spencer, 
..  Chas.  Woodworth, 
T.  L.  Norval, 
Leonard  F.  Brown, 
S.  T.  Stapleton, 

-  Guy  W.  Cole, 

.  W.  V.  B.  Croskey, 
leromo  Culeman, 
.  R.  6.  Jarvis, 
.  W.D;  Ciould, 
.  W,  F.  t>.  Hadlev, 
.  G.  D.  Pierce,  ' 
.  S.  Van  Blareon, 
.  E.  H.  Bggleston, 

-  cia  s.  Ives, 
Albert  R. Greene, 
licniy  .\.  Chaney, 
\Vm  C-  Mayburr, 

.  R.  J.  Uill, 
.  Wm.  F.  Kenfield, 
.  D.  B.  Hlbbard,  Jr., 
.  J«s.  K.  Marshall, 
.  Chas.  H.  Wisner, 
.  J.  S.  Nottingham, 
.  Isaac  C.  Seeley, 
.  M.  D.  Howard, 
.  W.F.Thomas, 
.  Wm.  W.  Warner, 
.  W,  H.  Terley, 
.  Ryan  B.  Cowles, 
.  Frauk  L.  Burton, 
.  Gordon  J,  Keency, 
.  L.  B.  I'arr.ir, 

-  V,  C.  Uurnh^tiii, 
y ;ini  i-s  K.  I'". r  w  1 1' , 

_  Horace  C.  Snover, 
.  Jos.  E.  Sawyer, 

-  V.  W.  Steele, 

-  Geo.  W.  Coomer, 
.  M.  H.  Stanford, 

.  Edward  P.  Allen, 

{as.  E.  Dalliba, 
I.  B.  Carpenter, 
.  Erastus  Thatcher, 

-  R.  M.  Montgomery, 
.  David  A.  Rice, 

.  CP. Thomas, 
.  Michael  Brennan, 
.  Peter  Roberts, 
.  E.  F.  Mead, 
.  John  G.  Hawley, 
.  Henry  C,  Wisner, 
.  A.  G.  Comstock, 
.  Charles  M.  Howard, 
.  R.  A.  P.-nkcr, 
.  M.  G.  n  Swift, 
.  Albert  D;(.  keriniin, 
.  Robt.  D.  M(  l>(>nald, 

George  Gartner, 
_   Win,  J.  Stuart, 
«  Edward  French, 
.  Geo.  M.  Stevens, 
.  Chas.  F.  Beeston, 
.  John  R.  Rowien, 

-  David  A.  Stout, 


IV 
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Dat*  or  AdroistioB. 
Apr.  a,  187a  .. 


u 
<■ 
n 


u 

M 
« 
4< 


« 

Apr.  3. 

44 
U 

Apr.  4, 

(4 

Apr.  9, 

"  to, 

it 

Apr.  II, 

"  16, 

"  *!. 

"  3P> 
M«y  a, 

««  6, 
"  8. 
"  16, 


* 

Apr.  8, 


<( 

M 
U 
tl 
it 
■1 
M 
<l 


It 

M 


(I 


1873 

M 


ChM.  W.  Derr, 

Chii».  o.  wrtght, 

Alfred  B  Sager, 
Geo.  \V.  Moore, 
Harvey  W.  Mager, 
D.  E.  Mclntyre, 
Chas.  M.  nudd« 

Curtis  Buck. 
\V.  n.  Gilbert, 
llrrirv  t'.  \\':ildrOll, 
Edwin  M.  [rish, 

11.  K.  Wheeler, 
Martin  L.  Becker, 
Pantel  C.  Lyie, 
Harnel  A.  Patton, 
Benj.  F.  Easoiit 
Alvah  A.  Beajamin, 
Alexander  Thornton, 

tH.  Johnston, 
iram  B.  Swaru, 
H>  P.  Blackburn. 
James  E.  Hasell, 
John  D.  Wing. 
ChaE.  L.  Burton, 
Jas.  n.  Blanchard, 
Amos  G.  H VI her, 
H.  S.  IVttihgell. 
F'ranLis,  D.  "^eale, 
Bcnj.  II.  Dt-rbv, 
Mile  E.  Marsh', 
Edward  C  M<tgar, 
Charles  Bicy, 
Wra.  L.  Conly, 
Win.  H.  Turner, 

G.  S.  Conger, 
Weller  D.  Binhopp, 
CasUHo  Ball, 
Samuel  B.  Davis, 
John  A.  Edget, 

A.  W.  Sindlinger, 
M.  N.  Sticknejr, 
J.  A.  Van  Auken, 
F.  R.  Williams, 
A.  C.  Rickett, 
C.  H  DuBois, 

H.  O.  Cowley, 

C  J.  Beerstecker, 
Wniiam  HavncB, 
Walter  H.  I'^almer, 

.  L.  S.  Montague, 

.  R.  W.  Melemby, 

.  D.  C.  Warner, 
Geo.  N.  Lovej(j\  , 
John  T.  McKcown, 
John  C.  Donnelly, 
J  no.  Tyler, 
JameK  M.  SKgh, 
Dallos  Bondeman, 
James  D.  Turnbull, 
Samuel  B.  Price, 
Julien  Williams, 

.  F  H  Achaiier, 
Eli  B.  Vincent, 
Jas.  F.  Ware, 
Gilbert  Llddl«,Jr., 
Orson  H.  Gilmore, 
Fred'k  D.  Grove, 
Edwin  F.  Abbott, 

.  S.  L.  Morehouse, 
Wm.  O.  Robinson, 
L.  D.  Turner,  Jr., 
W.  H.  Waehington, 


Date  of  AdnissiOB. 
Apr.  8,  1873 


u 
u 

M 

n 

M 


u 
a 
n 
tt 


,  Apr.  5, 

I  10, 

1  * 

j  Apr.  16, 

I  * 

I  Apr.  24, 

1  "  25. 

I  * 
Apr.  36, 

* 


1873 

j  Apr,  29,  1873 


* 

* 
♦ 
m 

May  I, 

•  M 

May  13, 


Feb.  1874 
Apr.  7.  " 
I  Mayi3>  " 
I  June  13,  " 
'  Julv  16,  " 


Name. 
JcM.  T.  O'Neal, 
Robert  H.  Haxlett, 
Samuel  HamUeton, 
J.  C.  Watfon, 
Hiram  Smith,  Jr., 
A.  M.  Frankhaueer, 
Edward  B.  Sumner, 
John  T.  Dehany, 
John  M.  HarrlK, 
L.  F.  Por(»er, 
Henry  A.  Nf.il, 
Tho!!.  J.  Corkey, 
Wm.  N.  Skiiinn  , 
Robt.  B.  Windham, 
C  B.  Dean, 
A.  CSteck, 

A.  D.  Cruick&hank, 
Alonzo  S.  Stephen, 
John  D.  Evans, 
'T.I.  Mitchell, 
Albert  Anderson, 
Teggart  H.  Jones, 
Atonao  A.  Rowley, 
C  E.  Thornton, 
J.  M.  Reynolds, 
James  F.  Thomas, 
T.  A.  E.  Weadock, 
L.  C.  lln!d(-n, 
V.  E.  Buike, 

,  Jas.  Cruickshank, 
Ja».  N.  Young, 
Malcolm  Kelly, 
James  Ten  Eyck, 
J.  T.  Finncgm, 
Geo.  W.  Buckley, 
George  W.  Mann, 
James  H.  Pound, 
Amos  W.  Martin, 
Jos.  H  Wendell, 
Chi^-  A.  Cornwell, 
Dennis  J.  Brown, 
.  S.  D.  Coon, 

B.  W.  Rider. 
.  Wesley  A.  Sperry, 

O.  Preston. 
.  Orris  W.  rarrar, 
.  Susannah  Raper, 

Chas.  M.  Woodruff, 
.  M.  E.  Dowling, 
,  John  C.  Howland, 
.  Stearns  F.  Smith, 
O.  W.  Powers, 
John  M.  Boyd, 
.  James  B.  Pelte, 
.  .M,  C.  Palmer. 
.  Cieo.  \  IlawlfV, 
.  Edward  R  Minock, 
Georgi-  R.  Sfi.lw, 
(leo.  A  Cjiase, 

 Fred  M.  Clarke, 

 W.  M.  Lillibridge, 

....  C.  M.  Wilkinson, 
1873  .....  S.  A.  Armstrong, 

"   Wm.  R  Kendrick, 

"   James  H.  Cambell, 

Geo.  P  Edwards, 
D.  F.  Glidden, 
Geo.  P.  Voorbels, 
Schuyler  5.  Olds, 
Geo.  F.  Stone, 
Jacob  Better,  Jr. 
T.  J.  McSweeney. 


1873 

'873 


BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  MICHIGAN. 


Dtc  of  Adm'  jSK 

July  i6,  1874 
Aug.  3.  " 

Oct.   J,  " 

-  i4>  " 
Oct.  IS,  " 


M 

Oct  io, 
•«  38, 
J»n.  4. 


187s  -™ 


Jan.  6,    "  ... 

* 

Feb.  16,  1875  ... 

26,  "  — 
Apr.  6, 


It 

u 
u 


Name 
T.  n.  Scofield, 
E.  E.  Williams, 
Chas.  H.  Raurr 
Cha*.  K..  Turner, 
(ien,  E.  Ilall.-iday, 
Ephiairii  Folletl, 
Charles  R.  Ford, 
Samuel  W.  Stewart, 
Harvey  W.  Montroce, 
Frank  Glddey, 

tohn  R.  Carr, 
larBen  D.  Smith, 
Benj.  T.  O.  Clark, 
Frank  A.  Cahill, 
Edward  Cahill, 
TbM.  S.  Sprague, 
Henrjr  Clar  Klggs, 


Apr.  7, 

(I 

Apr.  13, 
II 

May  24, 
June  17, 
Oct.  6, 

"  26. 

Dec.  9, 

"  3". 
Jan.  li, 

M 

Jan.  36^ 
♦ 

Mar.  20, 

II  38, 

Apr.  4, 

n 

Apr.  ^ 
Apr.  II, 


Apr.  13, 
II 

• 
* 

June  ^% 

June  13, 
•*  15. 


June  20, 
«  as, 
• 

* 

* 

* 
« 

J*n-  3. 
"  37. 


II 


1876 


Peter  Sh{eld«, 
G.  H.  Francis, 
George  Wensell, 

Thomas  F.  Shields, 
W.J.  Hill, 
Henry  C.  Stewart, 
Peiley  K.  Scott^ 
Geo.  E.  Putnam, 
J.  Henr_y  Smith, 
W.  C.  Buch.man, 
Albert  P.  Jacobs, 
Wiliiaii,  R.  Given, 
John  Cirlniid, 
Jam^:^  K.  Ri>hop, 
Henry  F.  Higgins, 

B.  E.  Ben(>on, 
Fred  T.  Sibley. 
Reul>en  H.  Roys, 
Walter  S.  Westerman, 
James  W.  fohneon, 
P.  W.  Niskern, 

C.  C.  Hopkins, 

«   Jason  E.  Nichols, 

"    . —  Frank  H.  Colbatb, 
<•    ....  Georee  M.  Reid, 

 G.  F.Tincher, 

1876  T.  E.  Tarsney, 

"   M.  Devereaux, 

«    ....  N.S.Wood, 
"    ....  A.Tauzig, 

"   John  E.  Nolan, 

"  Clias.  B.  Lothrop, 

 Wilhui  F".  Orury, 

Albert  G.  Day, 
George  Luton, 
E.  G.  Dudley, 
Louis  11.  It'nn'.nffS, 
E.  W.  Pendleton, 

"   Gt  o.  W  .  Radford, 

 Cha*.  H.  Burrett, 

"   R.  C.  Ostrander, 

"      --  -  S.  P.  DcDivitt, 

  L.  D.  Johnson, 

1876          Thos.  Smurthwaite, 

 A.  D.  Cadwallader, 

....  Rogers  W.  Berry, 

 Mvron  E.  Bishop, 

 Eaward  J.  Kennard, 

 Jas.  S.  MacDonald, 

 George  W.  Mead, 

— .  Henry  Russel, 
....  D.  CUylon  Page, 
Seymour  M.  Sadier, 
Geo  F  Marsh, 
A.  G.  Pitts, 


1876  .... 

1876  

(I 


1877 


Data  of  Admission. 
Jan.  37,  1877 
Jan.  17,  " 
Apr.  2,    "  .. 


» 
* 

*  II 
June  14,  1877  .., 

*  II! 

*  II! 

*  II, 

*  II! 

Aug.  219, 1877  ... 
Oct  3,  ... 
* 

*  II! 

Dec.  I,  1877  .., 

"    2,    •*  — 


[)rc.  17,  1877 
Feb.  19,  1878  . 

* 


;::< 


.\Iar. 
Apr. 


1878 1; 


May 
June 


3i 

.9. 


♦ 

* 

9. 
3. 

* 


1878 
(I 


June  20,  1878 
* 

Aug.  6, 
Oct.  17, 

* 

Oct.  38^ 
II 

Nov.  33, 
Dec.  19, 
Jan.  IS, 

"  16, 
"  ao, 
«  30, 


Mar.  24,  " 
Apr.  15,  " 


1878 
<i 


1878 
II 

i< 

i< 

1879 


Name, 

Albert  R.  McHride, 
C.  P.  Bla<  k, 
..  F.  W.  Kiiowlen, 

-  E.  F.  Mt  arkle, 

..  Claudius  M.  Rivers, 
Theo.  S.  Shaw, 
Donald  McPhcrson, 
Calvin  C.  Staley, 
Wm.  S.  Grtdley, 
Chas.  W.  Renwick, 
..  Jos.  M.  Weiss, 
Wm.!.  Fowler, 
Orlo  Phelps, 
Prank  W.llunter, 
..  John  M.  Hall, 
Anthony  Cook, 
Chai.  I.  Beattv, 
.-  Henrv  W.  Rogers, 
,.  Wills' .\.  Coulter, 
Edxvaid  nuiinelly, 
Ira  E.  R;jndall, 
E.  E.  Habkins, 
.  N.  K  U.indy, 
. .  S.  .S.  Miner, 

H.  (7.  Mclntire, 
_         I!.  Holman, 

lurrv  F.  Chipinan, 
.  William  H  Fox, 

-  John  R.  Wi-bsfer, 

.  James  V.  D.  Willcox, 

-  lamefii  L.  Coe, 

.  Edward  E.  Edwards, 
.  fienjariiin  F.  Button, 
.  Isaac  A.  Gilbert, 
.  Henry  AUyn  Haigh, 
.  G.  A.  Wolf, 

-  Branson  Sehoonmaker, 
.  Daniel  E.  Thomas, 

.  Geo.  A.  Cady, 

.  George  S.  Hosmer, 

-  Levi  1.  Hamilton, 
.  Geo.  C.  Moore, 

-  Fremont  Woodruff, 

-  H.  Prosser, 

.  Augustus C.  Stellwa^en, 
.  WilHam  S.  Shecran. 
.  Robert  H.  VIckers, 

-  (jva.  P  Wantv. 
Eugene  M.  Joslia, 

-  Loui-  H.  Jennings, 
.    Austin  llerrick, 

_    nr^anl  Walker, 

.  Levi  C.  Van  Fleet, 

-  D.  W.  Hitchcock, 
.  Tho6.  J.  Davis, 

.  H.  P.  Stewart, 
.  Simon  R.  Harris, 

-  E.  H.  Ranney, 

-  Frank  E.  Knappen, 

-  Samuel  Sleslnger, 
.  John  B.  Corliss, 

.  Newton  H.  Barnard, 
.  Frank  E.  Withey, 
.  Wm.  Glover  Gagre, 

-  EUwood  T.  Hance, 
.  D.  V.  Samuels, 

.  Henrv  R.  Hill, 
_  A.  M.  Stearns, 

-  W.  T.  Rope, 

.  Allison  C.  Roe, 
.  E.  A.  Fraser, 

-  FHU  Morris, 


VI 


BENCH  AND  BAR  OF  MICHIGAN. 


Date  of  AdmisshiB. 
Jiin.  17,  i8j9  " 


* 

* 


Apr.  47,  iSj9 
"    18,  " 


Ap 


* 

ir 
* 

m 

June  ta, 

* 
* 

Oct  16. 


'»79 


::::  i 


1879 


1879 

M 


ii 

iSHo 


Nov.  20, 
Dec.  23, 

"  31. 
Jan.  J, 

"  9. 
* 

Mar.  27, 

Apr.  It. 

June  3, 

"  n, 

Aug.  34, 

"  aS, 
Sept.  13, 
"  14. 

"  TO, 

Oct.  5, 

a 

Oct.  19. 

"  22, 
Dec.  24, 

J»n.  4. 

"  19. 

"  21, 
Feb.  14, 
* 

* 


Apr,  26,  1881 

May  7.  " 
• 

Jun«  16, 

U  <i 

H  U 

June  38,  ** 

iiept»8»  " 

Dec  20,  " 
* 

Jen.   6,  1882 
"  13, 

Mer.  as,  " 


1881 


M 
M 
W 


Name. 
Geo.  W.  Betes, 
Quincy  A.  Smith, 
RufuB  Wajtle^ 
Samuel  S.  Babcock, 
Israel  T.  Cowles, 
James  L.  Clark, 
Philip  T.  Colgrove, 
Alfred  C.  Sharpe, 
Robert  1 )  (J  raham, 
ohn  R,  Slirlirit;. 
lirani  M.  Keeler, 
J  Ucni  j  W.  Nolan, 
Byron 

Greorge  W.  Hnnt, 
Thomas  1>.  Hawley, 
Louis  C.  Stanley, 
Wallace  Westerman, 
L.  Curren  Clark, 
William  McKay. 
Fred  B.  Low, 
William  H.  HInraan, 
Samuel  T.  Douglas, 
James  Cooper, 
Oncer  S.  Burgers, 
Fred  C.  Harvey, 
Theo.  S.  Trombly, 
William  I  Craig, 
W.  G.  Clarke, 
Geo.  F.  Gillani, 
Louis.  W.  Crofoot, 
J;u:ijb  j-  Van  Riper, 
1  aniPN  (_)  Br'cn, 
K.  K.  I'inkluiin, 
Thos.  V.  McGarry, 
H.  W.  Harpster, 
M.  D.  Sutherland, 
WHIiam  Rathbun, 
Albert  M  Henry, 

las.  G.  Tucker, 
k.  A.  Ilawley, 
Thos.  Hislop. 
W.  D.  Totten, 
Alonzo  B.  Haynes, 
Frank  S.  Pratt, 
Wm.  P.  Van  Winkle, 
Alexander  H.  Dunlap, 
Hirma  Kimball, 
Jas.  H.  Davftt, 
Dallas  Boudeman, 
Albci  I  MtCail, 
Wm.  L.  Jenks, 
Cyrus  A.  Hovev, 
L'.  W.  liertcii. 
Herbert  H.  Howe, 
George  L.  Yaple, 
F.  D.  Mead, 
J.  B.  Woodhouse, 
Henry  G.  Dozer, 
D.WiliordLe  Valley. 

{ame«  C  Smith.  Jr., 
ra  T.  Sayre, 
David  C  Campbell, 
Charles  Henry  Rose, 
H.  EJeffers, 

J no.  T.  McCurdy, 
ames  B.  Howard, 
Oscar  M.  Springer, 
Ed.  W.  Lowe, 
Arthur  H.  Fleming, 
H.  F.  Barnard, 
M.J.  Gue, 


Dale  of  Adnisskm. 
* 

* 

Apr.  13,  1883  .. 

May  6,  "  " 

'  ■ '  ** 

June  28,  " 

July  35,  "  - 

Oct.   3,  " 
* 

Oct.  12,  1882 

t(  ft 

Oct.  21,      "  .- 

Jan.  3, 

««  i^'  u 
Feb.  13,  » 
Mar.aS,  " 

Apr.  13,  1883  — 

"    13,  " 

"  *2»  "  -- 

"  18.  .. 
"   19,    "  .. 


"  26, 
May  21, 
June  5, 
Oct.  I), 
<> 


« 

« 


Oct.  13,  " 
"    19^  " 

Jan.    3,  1884 
"      4.  " 
"     8,  " 
ft  It 

Jan.  IS,  " 

Jan.  17,  " 

41  32,  *• 
"  33,  " 
"  39. 

M 

Mar.  13, 

I  Apr.  8, 

u 

\  Apr.  9, 
I     "  I 
"  1 
June  ^ 

"  13. 


«< 

M 


M 
<l 


Sept.  10,  " 

Oct.   7,  " 

"    13.  " 

Dec.  17.  " 
* 

Jan.  ^7,  1885 

Jan,  IS.  " 


Mar.  13, 
Apr.  7, 

Apr.  ft 

"  16, 


Name. 
A.  A.  Ellis, 
Thos.  Wellman, 
Mark  Norrls, 
Geo.  E.  Breck, 
Chas.  C.  Howell, 

E.  D.  Comstock, 
John  H.  Lowell, 
VVni   F.  MrCorsch, 
ArtFuir  H.  Kiujd, 
G.  K  Grout, 

B\  ron  A.  Snow, 
Edwin  H  Hackley, 
John  liarwood, 
Tyrrell  Rayner,  Jr., 
Geo.  W.  Smith, 

ftronle  W.  Robbins, 
ajor  L.  Dunham. 
Albert  L.  Chandler, 
Peter  F.  Dodds. 
J  .  W.  Fletcher, 
M.  D.  Snow. 

F.  L.  Snodgrass, 
W.  H.  Russell. 
Milo  A.  Boynton. 
Geo.  E.  Nichols, 
Orlando  W.  Wight. 
James  A.  Boggc, 
Alfred  Walcott, 
Thonus  Davies, 
John  D.  Canfield, 
Jacob  T.  Choate, 
Eugene  A  Snow, 
Williaiii  n  Howard. 
Arthur  K.  Tripp. 

,  Wm.  C.  McLean, 

H.  M.  Elliott, 

A.  A.  Worthington. 

John  H.  Winton. 
William  Look. 
William  E.  Depew, 
David  F.  Dozer, 
.  Chas.  R.  Wilkes, 
,  Samuel  Bacon, 
.  Henry  C.  Sessions, 
,  George  Gallup, 
.  John  E.  MilU. 
.  Arthur  Jones, 

C.C.  McCarthy, 
,  Harvey  A.  Price. 
M.  A.  Merrtfield. 
E.  S.  Grace, 
.  Geo.  W.  Bridginan. 
,  L.  A.  Tabor, 
Fratil^  1'.  Guise, 
.  B.  McCrackcn, 
E.  Jones. 

I,  .  H.  Titus, 
R.  Hovendtn, 
C.  G.  Tones, 
Geo.  \V.  Mechani, 
Wlllard  F.  Keeney, 
Charles  A.  Withey, 
Geo.  W.  Albrecht, 
Armond  F.  TtbbitU. 
Henry  H  Barber, 
Arthur  C.  Denison, 
Morse  Rohnert, 
Louis  K.  Travis, 
Louts  P.  Ernst. 
Wilford  Macklem, 
Bethune  Duffield, 
Henry  A.  Mandell, 
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VII 


Date  ol  AdmiHion. 

Apr.  16,  1885 

M  <l 

M«y  8,  "  " 

"  26^  «  .. 

June  loy  *'  — 

"   II,  « 

"   16,  " 

"   39,  " 

«  «• 

Sept.  19,  " 

Oct.   8,  " 

«   M,  "  - 

«   IS.  "  - 


Jan.    $,  iiiS6  

«  M 

J«n.  ao,  18S6  

Feb.  ao,   

"  26,  '•   

Mar.  8,  "   

"  10,  "   

Apr.  6,   

Apr.  14,   


Apr.  15, 
"  16, 

It 

Apr.  t% 
"  ao, 
"  20, 
"  ay, 

M&y  5, 

"  12, 

"  15. 
June  16, 


« 

Jim*  17, 

June  3% 

"  38, 
Jul_j  20, 
Aug.ii, 
Oct.  1, 
"  12, 
"  13. 


Oct.  14, 

"  as. 
Nov.  10, 

I>«c.  3, 
"  4. 


M 

U 

u 


Name. 

.  Leonard  F.  Humphrej, 
.  Cha*.  A.  Towne, 
.  Jajr  P.  Lee, 
.  M.  M.  Underwood, 
.  Elmer  E.  Stanton, 
.  Hiram  O.  Bli-^s, 
.  L.  [!.  Tompkins, 
.S.J.  I'l.i-t. 
.  Wm.  Gowan, 
.  Frank  G.  Wixton, 
-  C.  W.  Root, 
.  Joliii  A.  Bel!. 
.  Cn.u  Ir :  *  T.  Wiikins, 
.  Alheri  Edward  Miller, 
_  Alexander  Tison, 
P.  H.  Dolan, 
Andrew  Hanson, 
John  M.  Corbtn, 
Edward  A.  Barnes, 
.  Clarence  A.  Lijjhtner, 
Cassius  O.  Trumbull, 
W.  H.  Bahlke, 

{ohn  H.  Pkrley, 
lewell  S.  Wright, 
,  John  I.  Carpenter, 
.  Louitt  C.  Miller, 
.  Wm.  H.  Kins, 
H.  H.  Bacon, 
F.  A.  Ra«ch, 
E.  J.  McKay, 
George  Thoinjis  Abrey, 
V.  H.  [..ockwood, 
L.  C.  Watson, 
E  h.  Beach, 
hiint-v  Bra^■^irlgtOn, 
E.  O.  Duifnr,  ' 

John  V.  15.  (lOiidrich, 

E.  O.  Grosvenor, 
Wallace  A.  Anger, 
Wm.  S.  Moore, 

F.  W.  A.  Kurth, 
iitewart  O.  Van  de  Mark, 
Albert  Danner  Elliott, 

B. irton  T.  Tone^, 
Henry  D.  Jones, 
Frank  S.  Parker, 

ioseph  A.  Nealv, 
ohn  A.  Fairchild, 
Charles  Reed, 
Will  E.  Brown. 

{ames  W.  Twaits, 
X  Angustu*  Straker, 
Albert  A.  Hartsell, 
Wniiam  H.  Mitchell, 
WllMam  Potter, 
f'r.tnk  F..  11)1  rrii ng. 
Charieb  M.  Hmriphrcy, 

4.  F.  McKinlav, 
.  A.  Woodu  i'.rJ, 

Harvey  Sparling, 

Elvln  Swarthoiir, 
Wi  1 1  in  m  A.  I'ati-u  in, 
Ciiai  lcs  H.  Carev, 
Sidney  T.  Miller, 
Percy  D.  Dwight, 
WiUnm  C.  GaHagher, 

Alvin  W.  Rarrv, 

C.  1.  T.  Gr-ulii," 

Edmund  D.  Barry, 
James  W.  Blakelv, 
B.  W.  Shoemaker, 
Grant  Fellows, 


Date  of  Admiacian. 
Jan.  It,  1887  .. 

"    II,  " 

"  13. 


•a 

« 


M 

«« 

u 


Jan.  17, 

■•  26, 
Apr.  14, 


May  9, 
June  ij, 

H 

t* 

Aug.  2, 

Nov. 
Dec.  19^ 


Jan.  13,  1888 

u  « 

Mar.  " 
Apr.  13,  " 


May  iS,  •' 

June  14,  " 

<<      tr  n 
->» 

June  14,  " 


Sept,  18,  " 
Oct.  II,  " 


Nov.30k  „. 
Dec.  "  ... 
Apr.  II,  1889  ... 
Apr.  ti,  1890  

M  M 
If  l« 

Apr.  13,  — 
May  9,  " 


June  7,  " 
"    13.  " 


::::  j 


June  20,   

July    2,  «  ... 

36^  «   

Sept.  36,  «  — 

Oct.  17,  "  — 

al  M 

M  II 

Jan.  II,  1890  ... 

"  16,  "   

H  W 


Name. 
,.  Henry  F.  Auten, 
..  Henry  £.  Walbridge, 
..  Freeman  E.  Bowers, 

Wm.  C.  Sprague, 
..  Wm,  R  Clarke, 
Irving  A.  Baaaett, 

,.  M.  D.  Bryce, 
._  J,  H.  Roliinson, 

1.  F.  Ctonnor, 

-  James  G.  Hays, 

.  Oscar  C.  Lungerliauscn. 
E.  A.  Wiiiuicv, 
_Jo5.  N.  Tompkins, 

as.  T.  Malony, 
"E.  S.  Avery, 
..  L.  B.  Hanchett, 
Chas.  A.  lahraus,' 
Thos.  jt-rome, 
„  M.  H.  Moriartv, 

S.  S.  Abbott, 
..  C.  Clayton  Johnson, 
Herbert  A  Wright, 
W.F.Sbedd, 
..  George  B.  Sheehy, 
Theodore  D.  Halpln, 
William  A.  Leet, 
.  Elmer  Elswortb  Clark, 
..  Henry  Mervale  Morrow. 
.  Benton  Middlekauff, 

-  F.  R.  Boseliv, 

.  Hiram  H.K.'Fitspatrick, 

,.  John  B.  Cook, 

.  A.  Wakeley, 

.  Robert  McD.  I-angville, 

.  I  villi;  Willi-  French, 

Wjlliaiii  \V,-ir(i  Lindsay, 
.  Christopher  H  Wilson, 
.  William  Kent  Clute, 

Joseph  Bell  Cotton, 
.  Chas.  W.  McGlll, 
.  William  C  Chadwick, 
.  Frederick  A.  Brown, 
_  A.  Esler  Wood, 
.  Walter  Bordwell, 
_  Wm.  H.  Aitkin, 
.  Fred  Irland, 
.  Fred  £.  Briton, 
.  G.  R.  Creelman, 
.  T.T.  Gelder, 
.  J.  T.  Chestnut, 
.  Geo.  L.  Canfield, 
.  Wm.  G.  Emerick, 
.  John  P.  Gar  man, 

A.  E.  Sharpe, 
.  Ed  vv  i  11  S.  Morey, 
,  John  A.  Brooks, 
.  F.S.  Porter, 

.  H.  E-  'IliniiKi'i. 

.  Stanley  i>.  Fast, 
.  Chas.  Rouse, 
.  W.  D,  Fast, 
.  G.  W'.  I'ovnton, 

-  W.  V.  Rinehart,  Jr., 
.  H.  P.  Strong, 

.  A.  M.  Smith, 
,  J.  C.  McLennan, 
.  Chas.  Wilcox, 
.  A.  H.  Tuttic, 
.  S.  B.  Ricaby, 
.  Walter  McBrlde, 
.  P.  E.  Rankin, 
.  R.  I.  Lavrson, 


vin 
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Date  of  AdmU&ion. 
Mar.  i<A  tBgo  ... 


"  32, 

44 

Apr.  1, 

■1 

"  12, 

^4 

"  12, 

ili 

"  '7. 

41 

•4 

w 

14 

u 

41 

«> 

«• 

n 

II 

u 

II 

Apr.  SI, 

II 

June  9, 

*' 

"  f 

II 

II 

41 

II 

II 

<l 

M 

<l 

II 

Jun«  ii> 

41 

t< 

'■ 

l< 

i< 
11 

II 
44 

II 

U 

u 

U 

June  12, 

M 

M 

M 

M 

II 

II 

<4 

l< 

14 

l< 

4i 

II 

H 

II 

II 

l< 

41 

It 

14 

II 

«• 

II 

M 

II 

tl 

14 

II 

II 

11 

II 

M 

M 

II 

It 

41 

l< 

«l 

II 

;i 

M 

II 

ii 
II 

>• 
II 

II 

«l 

•1 

i» 

U 

kl 

M 

4» 

II 

II 

II 

II 

41 

k« 

II 

II 

4( 

II 

il 

4« 

14 

U 

41 

If 

II 

41 

II 

41 

|4 

14 

June  1$,  1890 
I-  II 


Mum. 
L-  Bassett, 
J.  A.  Lombard, 
J.  G.  Laiiison, 
Rowland  Connor, 
R.  L.  Crane, 
John  B.  Teagan, 
H.  L.  Schellcnberg, 
Clark  Hubbell, 
Loyd  Walker  MouUrte, 
Flora  V.W.  Tibbits. 
Alanson  K.  Salsbury, 
T.  M.  McVeigh, 

iM.  S.  Sbortle. 
N.  Gavlt, 
E.  H.  Long, 
H.  H.  Thompson, 
B.  A.  Herri  ngton, 
A.  A.  Dorn, 
J.  R.  Davis, 
L.  I.  Abbot'-, 
J.C.  McNallj, 
W.  K.  Gillette, 
Ja».  H.  Kershavy, 
Wm.  A.  Blakeley. 
O.  Ellingson, 
J  A.  Matthews, 
Frank  L.  Grant, 
Geo.  O.  Crane, 
Jamca  S.  McCreary, 
Tom  Elwood  McClelland 
Harrjr  D.Jewetl, 
William  R.  Rummler, 
John  R.  Sutton, 
Henrv  W.  Haird. 
Thoe;w.  Shackleford. 
.  J,  R.  Tabor, 
.  John  Barrow, 
,  William  H.  Foster, 
.  Jamea  Everett  Ball, 
,  Neitor  Rummont, 
.  Orrice  A.  Murdock, 
,  David  Jones  Darls, 

.  Edward  J.  Mc:Ker.na, 

,  Rttfus  H,  Bennett, 

Geo.  Q.  Rich, 

Jolin  M.  Cannon, 

Hvron  F.  .Siiiitli, 
,  Heiir\  |nme^  Barton, 
.  M.  (j".  SlcC'lung, 
.  W.  W.  Mcloan, 
.  Al vin  C.  SpinJIer, 
.  Henry  C.  Van  Meter, 
.  Camden  W.  Keen, 
.  Daniel  B.  Richards. 
,  Andrew  J.  Smith, 
.  Ctare  P.  Tallman, 
.  Will -Hatch  Walden, 
.  Oliver  D.Comstock, 
.  William  R.  Tavlor. 
.  Thomaa  Mulvihlll, 
.  Van  R.  Brown. 
.  Thomas  Webster  Hoyt, 
.  Morgan  C  Shaier. 
.  Benjamin  F.  RichardaoD, 
.  Edward  H.  Hinckley, 
.  Henry  C  Van  Meter, 
,  Edward  J.  Kent, 
.  Samuel  SL  Cooper, 
.  James  R.  Hlle, 
.  Walter  R  Taylor, 
.  Wm.  A,  Grace, 
.  R.  C.  Johnson, 


Dnte  ol  Admiisioa, 

June  16,  1890  .. 

«  17.  "  -. 
II  « 

"  2*, 
July  21, 
Aug.  9, 
Oct.  16, 
II 

Dec.  22, 

Jan.  IS,  1891 
44 

Feb.  12, 
Mar.  33, 
Apr.  4, 
"  10, 
May  29, 


u 
It 
11 


II 
II 


Name. 
.  John  A.  Ferguson, 
.  n.  A.  Hickman, 
W.  C.  Fraaer, 

.  A.  Wilson, 
C.  Klvnn, 
A.  L.  hutlitjttand, 
M.  P.  McGregor, 
A.  L.  Jones, 
Chas.  W.  Nichols, 
Robert  Parker, 
Arthur  D.  Welton, 
Michael  F.  McDonald, 
James  A.  Harris, 
kirk  £.  Wicks, 
Frank  T.  Aldrich, 
._  J.  L,  Horner, 
Dwlght  A.  Pray, 
ThoB.  W.  Huehes, 
..  Herman  S.  Hepner, 
S.  P.  Harris, 
Geo.  A.  Kendall, 
..  William  F.  Allen, 

E.  A.  Cress, 
..J.  Marshall  Miller, 
Oliver  Morton  Jonee, 
John  H.  Mohr, 
Jos.  L.  Hepburn, 
Fn;d.  IL  Abbott. 
Fred.  H-  bihnson, 
_  Wm.  D.  Steele, 
_  _  Frank  J.  T.iylor, 
^ .  W n\ .  R.tulitian, 
...  S.  E.  Siiivclcy, 
W.  B.  O'Neill, 
.  L.  F.  Butter, 
. .  H.  S.  Haines, 
D.  Harrington, 
P.  P.  Ferrj-, 
„.  W.R.DedrIck, 
...  Asa  H.  Danforth, 
..  J.  a  LIndley, 
...  Amos  C.  Maple, 
...  Chas.  L.  Dundey, 
...  Wm.  B.  Ramsay, 
...  Arthur  P.  Will, 
...  Arnold  H.  Burger, 

Daniel  O.  Byrne, 
...  Thos.  J.  Wibon, 
.„  S  B  ML>rnde, 
...  L.  U.  Buenting, 
...  Chas.  C.  Butler, 
...  L.  P.  Gould, 
.__  Wm  F.  Thompson, 
...  Will  ()  Lindley, 
...  Wn.  M.  Ninde, 
...  D.  B.  lewkesbury, 
...  Elmer  F.vuns, 
...  Will  E.  fort, 
...  L.  D.  Htibbard, 

.  Henry  Lardner, 
...  John  R.  Newcomer, 
.  ,  Bra  J' ton  E.  Davis. 
...  Alfred  J,  Darls, 
...  P.  James  Cosgrove, 
.„  Rolland  B.  Hamilton, 
...  B.  F.  Chase, 
...  Sherman  T.  Handy, 
...  Harry  Alien  Pelseol, 
...  Edward  J.  SteUck, 

Joseph  Richard  Wilson, 
...  John  Amby  Largent, 
 Charles  M-Caasln, 


BENCH  AND  BAR  OP  MICHIGAN. 


IX 


Name. 
Harrj  E.  Hooker, 
Eber  Ward  Owen, 
Thomu  J.  Rose  Darling. 
Charle*  B.  Padllcek, 
H.  A.  Forkner. 
George  E.WUsler, 
FrancU  Neff  Henley, 
Hugh  J.  Miller. 
Ira  More, 

Harmon  C.  St.  Clair, 

JerPliiiiili  noiiri\an, 
'Robert  VV  Wilde, 
Thoiims  1).  Lew 
Gu^  i>.  I>i-!icar., 
Cbai.  M.  Hamper, 

Dudlej  M.  Shiver. 
H.  M.  Bird, 

Geo.  W.  Brost'ii, 
Harry  F.  DDwimij;, 
William  B,  Munivcll, 
W.  r,.  Carpenter, 
Harr\  D  Rankin, 
Cfrorge  EJitiotid  Clarke, 
John  Henry  Kelly, 
John  Clarence  Huntoon, 
Lew  S.  Callaway, 
Robert  Bruce  rrancia, 
John  E.  Strong, 
John  Dwan,  jr., 
Georgp  Mprhlin  Ilosack, 
Clia-..  O.  Knmison, 
Berkley  Albert  Deyoe, 
Jesse  William  Curtis, 
Michael  Roach, 
Henry  D.  Wood, 
Eli  R.  Sutton, 
Arthur  I.  Kendall, 
George  If  efferan, 
Wm.  M.  Miller, 
Augustus  S.  Butler, 
Jesse  L.  Waller, 
Hudson  I'otneroy  £Ui*, 
W.  A.  Applegate, 
Nfilps  R-i'cnblqth, 
N,  A.  Phillips, 
w  VV.  Maughan, 
Mclvin  E.  Peters, 
V.  Bevlngton, 
John  T.  Inghram,  jr., 
xhomas  D.  Long, 
Henrjr  L.  Johnson, 
U.  G.  Foreman, 
Horace  C  Stilwell, 
Austin  C.  Gormlejr, 
John  E.  Bunting, 
Benjamin  F.  NInde, 
Allin  L.  Rhodes, 
U.  S.  G.  Mitchell, 
B.  R.  Spotts, 
Harold  Tajlor, 
L.  G.  Rothschild, 
D.  G.  Inverarity, 
J>  1/7-  ICnIpp, 
F.  W.  Benz, 
O.  E.  Butterfield, 
John  i  homas  Condon, 
Emery  B.  Tvler, 
Henderson  F  Jc^hns, 
Francis  J.  Lynch, 
C  E.  Babcock, 
H.  H.  Wefel,  jr., 
J.  B.  Middlecoff, 


Date  of  Admiashm. 
May  39,  1891  .. 


u 


June  3, 
June  3, 


June  6, 
June  35, 

July  I  J, 
)ct.  IS, 
Oct.  87, 


Dec.  23,  " 

Jan.  13,  i^ifi  .. 

Jan.  IS,    "  .. 

March  t,  "  !* 


May  as» 
June  3, 


rune  13,  " 

■i  M 


l< 

« 
U 
H 
U 
u 
« 
» 
u 
u 
« 

« 


n 


4« 
U 


li 

u 


<( 

u 
« 

M 
U 
M 


M 
M 


Name. 
..  L.  B.  Robertson, 
Ralph  Ptatt. 
Frederick  Eberhardt, 
Abrani  Lynn  Free, 
.-  John  N.  Myier, 
..  Fred  R.  Stark, 

Odell  Oldfather, 
..  Arthur  K.  Holmes, 
.  W.C.  Campbell. 
.-  W.  F,  S.  Cairns, 
.  Howard  T.  Abbott, 
_  Frank  H.  Kelly. 
.  Frederick  Mains, 
.  Ira  A.  Leighlev, 
.  W.  H.  Piescott', 
.  W.  M.S.  Wood, 
.  Arthur  E.  Sweet, 
.  E.  Sc.'Jtcherd, 
•  Norman  F.::s\M)rth, 
-  Henry      Cj ra s  es, 
_  Tiio::  "!!.  Pugh. 
.   KJ.v.ira  S.  KL-l!cy, 
R.  J,  Clcl.-in.-i, 
eaii  L.  Burrteit, 
arry  D.  Cowan, 
_  John  S,  Macbeth, 
.  John  Mimmerlv, 
.  Wm.  H.  Scars,' 
Ohn  W.  Dwycr, 
i.  F.  Johnston, 
G   K  "Killeti, 
.  I   \V.  PeiiTungton, 
.  Jos.  Kiru  in, 
.  Frank  M.  Riirwash, 
.  Eugene  F.  I.nw, 
.  Wm.  ) .  C'.'xrba  iig  1 , 

J.  Elijah  Farr, 
.  John  Albion  Harmon, 
.  Alex.  C.Mackenzie, 

Herbert  L.  Woodworth, 
.  Eber  P.  Hotchkiss, 
.  William  S.  Card, 
.  £^e  I4ftthan  Brown, 
.  Lvmnn  T  Powell, 
.  Frain  i^  J,  Welsh, 
.  Hugh  A.  Myers, 
.  Wiflard  D.  Ttiompson, 
.  Clarence  A.  Lawson, 
.  Almon  Ward  Copley, 
.  George  Clark  Johnson, 
.  H.  1.  McNeil. 
.  Flor  Aehbaugh, 
.  Milton  E.  Lewis, 
.  Patrick  Austin  Berry, 
.  Chas.  E.  Olver. 
.  J.  W.  Browning, 
.  Frank  Thos.  Dempse, 
.  Yojire  Kuwabara, 
.  J.  M.  McGill, 
.  v.  J.  May. 
.  Perry  Smitli,  jr., 
.  Frank  H.  Gale, 
.  John  G.  Brdlltz, 
.  Newt  H.  Peer, 
.  Wm.  C  Gattman, 
.  Frank  A.  Spies, 
.  Chas.  M.  Lemmon, 
.  John  Henry  Walker, 

Camden  Breta, 
.  John  F.  K(-nnedy, 
.  "William  L.  Steele, 
William  Davis, 
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Kame. 

Elias  1>.  SaUhury, 

Joba  £.  Malev, 

William  L.  H^llowajr, 

David  E.  Burnt, 

Joseph  Sears,  jr., 

Will  P.  Luther, 

Monroe  Juster  Echols, 

George  H.  Burchard, 

Mclvin  B.  Parmely,  jr^ 

Wni.  A.  Smith, 

Wm.  P.  Crotoer, 

A.  E.  BaBkerTille, 

Mark  ChamberHn, 

A.  Dor.ald  McCarty, 

John  M.  Man  lev, 

August  A.  Mi  Lau^hlin, 

Elmer  DeWiti  Brothers, 

Penj.  Chas.  Duvall, 

1.  S.  Bolard, 

Francis  T.  Hard, 

George  M.  Davis, 

Geo.  R.  Hawes,  jr., 

Victor  D.  Sprague, 

Arthur  II.  Seymour, 

J.  V.  Webb, 

J.  II.  Whitcly, 

Elmer  U.  Clement, 

Bert  R.  Clark, 

S.  A.  Niebuhr, 

Chas.  M.  Haft, 

Bdwln  A.  Clunch, 

Nelson  E.  Freer, 
George  A.  Bberly, 
Robert  C.  Werta, 

W.  D.  Lukehart, 
Tamee  T.  Gordon, 
Edward  Mayo  Burst, 
Frank  Maury  Wells, 
i.ester  Samuel Overholt, 

Clarence  Vanderburgh 
Benson, 

Thomas  F.  Fox, 
Chas.  Howard  Thomas, 
Albert  P.  Simpson, 
Alvin  F.  Wentworth, 
Frank  C.  Moore, 
Wilson  D.  Lett, 
Victor  Moran  £tUng, 
Edward  A.  Strieker, 
Geo.  B.  Wilson, 
Geo.  A.  Jcfiers, 
Daneil  Weber, 
Frank  P.  Tscharner, 
Will  P.  Story, 
Geo.  H.  Cross, 
Wm.  J.  Coulson, 
A.  L.  Campbell, 
George  M.  O'Connor, 
John  J-  Aldrich, 
Peter  Sharpe, 
John  Q.  A.  Crosby, 
S.  \V.  Holloway,  ' 
Kdwiii  (ireeii  Babcock, 
Samuel  M.  McCalmont, 
Charles  R.  Moore, 
Oscar  W.  Moyle, 
Samuel  Trehv, 
Alfred  liudge. 
Grant  Steele, 
George  R.  Patterson, 
Colston  W,  Estey, 
D.  Storms, 


iJateof  Admission. 

June  13,  . 
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Name. 
Kaljdi  Sloiie, 
Aaron  W,  Morris, 
Edward  Ralph  Heard, 
Walter  M.  Harvey, 
Will  A.  Br.idy, 
FVank  L.  Fowler, 
Daniel  Wright  Yancey, 
Wm.  A.  Turner, 
I.  J.  Stewart, 
H.  T.  Mears, 
Geo.  V.  Berry, 
Lemuel  W.  Stewart, 
Fred  D.  Hammond, 
Charles  P.  Dunbaugh, 
Dennis  S.  Donahue, 
Joseph  T.  At\^ood, 
Fra.nk  Martin, 
John  \Vil!iaiii  Dawson, 
L  Lincolri  Jones, 
Howard  D.  SLaiitiard, 
Frank  Milton  Pif-n.f. 
Walter  B.  Evans, 
Frederick  Wm.  Hoebel, 
John  Henry  Herley, 
Hervey  M.  Porter, 
Robert  G.  Thomson, 
John  Kuauf, 
Walter  D.  Meals, 
WUliam  T.  Horden, 
J.  Warren  Hunter, 
John  Daniel  R.  Bronson, 
Thomas  A.  Morrln, 
Cramer  B.  Morris, 
Geo.  O.  Williams, 
Herbert  Lincoln  Harley, 
George  E.  Morgan, 
Alvin  E.  Ewing, 

,  H.  V.  Card, 

.  J.  J.  Bennett, 

.  V.  A.  I  ruuk, 
R.  Addison  Hall, 

,  Maris  T.  Kendij^, 

.  H.  A.  .Smith, 

,  Abraham  Jay  Randall, 

.  Herbert  B.  Shoemaker, 

,  Geo.  A.  Sutherland, 

.  Rody  P.  Marshall, 

.  Thomas  Lawry, 

,  Arthur  Webster, 

,  Howard  W.  Phillips, 

,  Fred  Arthur  Sheldon, 

.  Alexander  W.  Gravelle, 

.  Jesse  Elmer  Roberts, 

.  Jno.  Archibald  Coleman, 

.  Robert  F.  Thompson, 

.  James  Francis  Burke, 

.  ThoB.  W.  Butler, 

.  £.  E.  Harriott, 

.  Thos.  J.  GaSey, 

.  F.  B.Hawk, 

.  D.  A.  Crall, 

.  .\ylnicr  Cole, 

.  Jas.  H.  Hyflniitn, 

.  F.  S.  McClure, 

.  Casper  C  WebftT, 

.  T.  J.  Butler, 

.  John  Nichol, 

.  W.  B.  Barrett, 

.  Eldridge  M.  Lyon, 

.  Geo.  W.  Davis, 

.  Wm.  £.  Stevens. 

.  A.  J.  Murphy, 
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Ditfl  of  Admission. 
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.  Cha^.  Line, 

.  D.  E.  i [fincman, 

,  A   P.  Rriton, 
.  O.  G.  V  .  Rnecht, 
.  A  K.  Nichols, 
.  H.  C.  Mehitn, 
.  J.  W.Zuber, 
.  R.  P.  Skeels, 
.  S.  D.  Kiiiiie, 
.  Arthur  Brown, 
.  E.  W.  Marland, 
.  B.  F.  Scanlon, 
.  Milton  [olinson, 

,  T.  L.  Yancev, 

.  John  Y.  Rice, 

.  B.  S.  Osborn, 

.  Albert  B  Hall, 

.  A.  K  Hitchcock, 

.  (icorgc  W.  ThotDpSOn, 

.  C.  B.  Stewart, 
.  I.  W.  McCaughey, 

.  C.  W.  Scrutchfn, 

.  D.Joseph  Rcinbaa, 

.  F  G  Campbell, 

.  Frrji  k  Crawford, 

.  11   M  Jarrett, 

.  J)  O.  Rideout,Jr^ 

.  Fred  W.  Walter, 

.  Jessie  J.  Knight, 

.  Thomas  John, 

.  Ernest  Paul  Beanett, 

.  UIjrsBes  F.JBickle;r, 

Miner  Levant  Davis, 
.  S.  B.Roe. 
,  Zepb  G.  Dunn, 

R.T.W1U1S, 

A.  H.  Upton, 

H.  W.Jarvis, 
Charles  T.  Wetfaerbjr. 
BertoD  B.  Vlckery, 
J.  W.  Sheehan, 
Arthur  G,  Thompson, 
Wm.  R.  Hall, 

Mark  Sands, 
William  A.  Batenun, 
8.  T.  Wiggins, 

I.  H.  Liggett. 
George  L.  Pergtison, 
L.  P.  Paldo,  Jr., 
Waller  E.  Keeler, 
Pawl  Hurd, 

tEdwd.  Johntz, 
hn%.  E.  Dedrick, 
Cicurije  C.  Stewart, 
WiUiam  O.  Morrow, 
Fred  Vat,  Ta^  .^11, 
Edwin  A-  Wilcox, 
James  J.  C  asby, 
JaR.  S.  Hetitoy, 
I..  K,  Ml intiiomerj, 
VV.  A.  R.'cvi 
Edward  J.  Bodiv  ell, 
Ernest  ii.  fui  d, 
Joseph  C.  Had  Icy, 
John  A.  Percj,  jr^ 
Simon  J.  Spangler, 
Eva  J.  Akets, 
Samuel  H.  Seecombe, 
John  E.  Hunter, 
Clinton  P.  McAUaster, 
John  B.  Hoy, 
Albert  N.  Blessing, 


Dat«  ci  Adoiiaalon 
June  lOk  1893  - 
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Ifame. 

CI..IS.  P,  RiciundSOn, 

h  rank  C.  ^Siailh, 

A  rcliit;  Mclntjrre, 
„  Philip  \'.  Fennelly, 

Richard  V.  Waddle, 
•  «  Ross  Beale, 
 Alpha  C.  Barras, 

W.  G.  Wilson, 

Norman  B.  Morrell, 

Samuel  A.  King, 

W.  C.  Belknap, 

Louis  C.  Jones, 

John  A.  Tiiswcrth, 
..  Wm,J.  Conroy, 

Geo.  F.  Rich, 

M    K  Heiisr.n, 

Jci:[Jt;v  C'.  l.cwis, 

Gordon  R.  Campbell, 
. ,  J.J.  Duncan, 

Anton  Maresh, 

T.  A.  Laney, 
..  Porter  W.  Fleming, 
.  Will  M.  Biggs, 
..  Wm.  T.  Aggeler, 
..  Willard  C.  Fitzer, 
..  Alfred  H.  Braus, 
..  Willis  M  Brooks. 
..  A.JL  Palknor. 

T.  B.  Harnes, 
,.  Marion  G.  Paul, 

Jno.  S. 
.-  Ambrose  C.  Hindman, 
..  Clement  L.  Russell, 
.  William  L.  Tracy, 
.  Thomas  M.  Clough, 
_  Robert  L.  Campbell, 
.  Gelmer  fCulper, 
.  B.  C.  Thorpe, 
.  £.  8.  Cunningham, 
.  Clifford  Thaxton, 
.  M.  R.  Rosenberry, 
,  John  H.  Koenig, 
.  H.  L.  Hegner, 
.  Louis  W.  JeS«er»on, 

-  Hiram  Powem, 

.  T.  B.  Cunningham, 

.  Jas.  G.  Estep, 

.  Eugene  G.  Schoonover, 

.  Hariy  C.  Lillie, 

.  Edwin  L.  Johnson, 

.  Grant  A.  Dentler. 

.  WlllUm  Hosea  Fields, 

-  George  M.  Fields, 

-  James  M.  Lockharl, 
.  J.  B.  Young, 

Purcell  Rowe, 
.  George  J.  Parker, 
_  L'h.irles  F.  Parsons, 

-  Eugene  M.  Rumpbrey, 
.  George  A  I  rue, 

.   R.  F.  Binford, 
.  ^^  ill  Miller, 
.  fieorge  R .  Neil, 
N.  SnieUer, 
.  C  M.  llowcil, 
.  James  T  U^nhof, 

.  J.  X.  Gcrlash, 

.  Verne  A.  Wriglit, 
.  Fred  E.  GHck, 
.  Edwin  F.  Weil, 
.  C.  C.  Thorington, 
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DktR  of  AdmteioB. 
June  lo,  1893 
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Jesse  S.  Phillipi, 
Champ  Ross, 
C.  a  Wakh, 

E.  C.  Armitagc. 

C.  A.  llowcll. 

O.  1).  McI)o:ia!d, 
R.  L.  I,i-wis, 
B  B  Crawford, 
A  !  Cormick, 

F.  H.  Kteekamp, 
Richard  D.  Purcell, 
H  A.  Fink, 

F.  W.  Beal, 
U.  U.  Van  Sellar, 
B.  HoUingshead, 
L.  L.  Baker, 
Roaa  Beale. 

james  B.  Nelson, 
amea  W.  Good, 
Joseph  H.  Servatioua, 
Herbert  H.  Reed, 
Richard  A.  Shipp, 
Ed  Kced, 
A.  B.  Tucker, 
Hcnrv  M.  (iardrier, 

S>lve>t^r  W.  Barker, 

H.  T.  Ru(  h, 
H   A.  Reese. 

Samuel  M (J Roberta, 
William  E.  Griffin, 
Je»»e  D.  Spitzer, 
Albert  W.Jeffrlee, 
P.  E.  Baldwin, 
Harrison  V.  Calkin*, 
Wm.  C.  Swan. 
Isaac  B.  Lipson, 
Prancia  N.Trevor, 
John  A.  Wood, 
Geo.  B.  Tegart, 
Tyler  Hull, 
John  A.  McKay, 
Harry  E.  Lcroy, 
S.  P.'Maater, 
W.  F.  Gibbs, 

D.  R.  Barlow, 
Wm.  Webster, 

A  H.  McDiarmid, 
V.  F.  Du^.«^ 
P.T.  Mc Arthur, 
A.  F.  Bissell, 
J.  A.  Harris 
John  Kroodsnia, 
Sherman  Henry, 
L.  D.  Morrison, 
.  J.  Genebach, 
John  F.  Petera, 
W.  R.  Herrey, 

E.  T>  Babst, 
John  J.  Ingle, 
Beoi.  F.  Reed, 
H.  C.  Vidal, 
L.  L.  Stereos, 
H.  F.  Condon, 
J.  S.  Hurd, 
Chaa.  A.  Park, 
H.  C.  Uvengood, 
C  W.  Burcb, 

O.  E.  Hopkins, 
Lewis  A.  Stoneman, 
H.  H.  L.  McCrustie, 
Chaa.  £.  Cochran, 
J.  M.  Haddock, 


E>ate  of  Adalifion. 
May  26, 1894  ... 
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Name. 
B.  F.  WoUman, 
Frank  A.  Rockhold, 
Peter  McDonald, 
N.  J.  Harris, 
W.  K.  Moore, 
R.  N.  McConnell, 
James  Halleck  Crowell, 
James  U.  McDonald, 
Victor  H.  Ringer, 
George  r.  FclTs, 
Lewifi  B.  Lindsay, 
Frank  Walters, 
Benjamin  Friend, 
Lott  R.  Herrick, 
Leonard  Flake, 
Joe  B.  Ktrby, 
Norman  Bruce  Country- 
man, 

Hymm  Smith  Harris, 

Julius  C  Travia, 

A.  S.  P.e.Tch, 

.■\.  P.  t'ady, 

Evan  B.  (josii, 

John  Wriijht, 

Gilbert  W.  Phelps, 

Arthur  D  Bate, 

W.  P.  Harvey, 

S.  M.  Schall, 

Geo.  R.  Stoner, 

Ohas.  A.  Pratt, 

Jacob  Koenigstem, 

Louis  C.  Kttbn, 

Harland  B.  Howe, 

H.  Frank  Esbleman, 

H.  S.  Gray, 

David  E.  Porter, 

Hush  E.  Root, 

M.  L.  McLaughlin, 

Edward  M.  W^llman, 

Geo.  W.  Fuller, 
.  Bertram  Shone, 

Lulu  B.  Ricbardaon, 

Henry  Walters, 

George  H.  Kane, 

Robert  A.  Howard, 

Dudley  C    I  rue. 

Robert  Kniinet  Minahan 

CharIL•^  Henry  Kubat, 
,  Charles  Howard  Rector, 
.  David  J.  Marshatl, 

G.  L.  Reed, 
Charles  H.  Tow!c, 
Jesse  Cameron  Moore, 

A.  C.  Melchior, 

.  M.  Leo  Coleman, 
Henry  T.  Ronnlng, 
D.  J.  Buckly, 

B.  J.  Hope, 

.  Darwin  T.  Mason, 
Walter  A.  Ecklea, 
.  Matthew  P.  Coleman, 
.  Percy  Wilson, 
.  Irvine  W.  Durfee, 
.  C.L.  Parker, 

H.  W.Webber, 
F.  W.  Smith, 
Geo.  Gerlach, 
Ira  Milton  T.ong, 
Reub«n  .Sillitnan, 

.  Milton  E.  Blake. 

,  George  F,  Waters^ 

.  Raymond  M.  Ferguson, 
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Date  <>i  AdmiMioD. 
M*y  26,  1894 
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June  2, 
"  ti, 

"  18, 

•'  21, 
Oct.  11. 


Oct.  39,  " 

Jan.    4,  1895 

..   2^,  " 
Mar.  la, 
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Nam*. 

Charles  H  M  i  tingly, 
Martin  S.  Dillon, 
Albert  Been, 

F.  L.  Williarna, 
J.  D.  Wakelay, 
I..  J.  Dann, 
Mercer  Morton, 
V.  R.  D«7er, 

J.  H.  Zuver, 
*Wna.  Feier«, 
Van  R.Pond, 
Henry  Wunsch, 
Cha«.  H.  Chapman, 
Geo-  M.  Valentine, 
Ernes  I  S.  Fuller, 
Wm.  M.  Shier, 
O.  C.  Granger, 

G.  £.  Foerster, 
Frank  Garrett, 
Mouitou  J.  Hosack, 
Wm,  W.  Wedemeyer, 
James  Harvey  Payne, 
Charles  L.  DeVault, 
Frederick  J.  Fla^g, 
George  L.  Bowman, 
Allan  P.  Gllmour, 

A.  C.  Bartels, 
Ralph  I.  Sullivan, 
Sanford  Levi  F.  Rcecc, 
W.  J.  Honev, 
\V.  A.  Coiiits, 
Thomas  S.  Hayr.cn,  Jr., 
Perc^'  B.  Ctiaiiipngne, 
Uavid  V.  Mahcr, 
Gilmore  D.  Price, 
Lawrence  E.  Mahaii, 
Bernard  B.  Selling, 
Chas.  B.  Henderson, 
John  W.  Brown, 
Llewellyn  B.  Case, 
C.  D.  Kennedy, 
Charles  Zollinger, 
James  H.  Bigger, 
Daniel  F.  Lyons, 
Joe  Van  Rosecrance, 
las.  P.  Mahan, 
Mrs.  A.  B,  Butler, 
Melvin  L.  Tyster, 
Claude  A.  Brayton, 
Bd  C.  Saltsman, 

H.  M.  Zimmerman, 
Ira  R.  Carter, 
Robert  B.  Crane, 
John  Clarkson, 
Ctias.  H.  Hogg, 
Horace  L.  Dyer, 
Frank  Q.  Quinn, 
P,  McGovern, 

A  G.  Shepard, 

{.  S.  Pearl, 
oseph  Ed'.v  i;  1  Bland, 
EinJI  C.  Weiteu, 
C.  F.  Gilkev, 
Arthur  J.  Tutllc, 
William  O.  McNary, 
C.  H.  Eastman, 
E.  H,  Wetzel, 
Edward  Horsky. 
Francis  M.  Follison, 
Marmion  Hilton  Scott, 
Frank  Kauke, 
Albani  Joseph  Violette, 


Dais  of  AdmlssluB. 
June  I,  1895 
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Ackley  Bt-ach  llinnian, 
..  John  SidiiL'v  I'.UTi^et, 

EInii  r  l.cwi-,  .\llor, 
..   Wiibin  K.  Tl.;i  kield, 
„  W.  K  \-:it,ec, 

Albert  R  .  Cr<),-ii  r, 

Mariiii  LfA'i^,  .Sullivan, 

En-.or\  1).  Uruwnlee, 
..  Henry  J.  McKay, 
..  Burtun  L.  Hart, 

 Norman  M.  Canicron, 

..  Burton  J  a>  Onstine. 

Ross  M.  Rining?r, 
..  E.  B.  Gardner, 

Marr  O'Connor, 
..  John  H.  WHson, 

Frank  P.  Graves, 
„  GfrMwi  T?i-ale  Roscberry, 
..  Frank  i>.  Adams, 

Jos.  p.  Ulk, 

Julius  W.  Gogarn, 

Chas.  Phillips, 
„  Harry  H.  Parsons, 
„  J.  W.  Gillespie, 

Ulysses  A.  Albertson, 

Wm.N.  Marshall. 

George  Abbr  Salisbury, 

Robert  F.  Hall. 

Judd  Winton, 

J  f  r.  Wine, 

NViDiani  Albert  Keerns, 

Jacob  Nockels, 

Agnes  Eraser  Watson, 
__  Geo.  V.  McConahey, 

Albert  L.  Lehman, 

G.  A.  Jetmore, 

Francis  M.  Sprinirer, 

Marvin  M.  Ai-.l i -.i .11, 

Frank  L.  Ediiiourrmgh. 

Daniel  C.  Reeve*, 

Willis  Edwin  llodgman, 
„  Horace  Tupper,  Jr., 
..  Walter  Scott  Wat), 
.  .  R.  M.  Addleman, 

Garland  R.  Gillespie, 

Henrv  R.  Jt-wett, 

Henry  L.  Bright, 
.  -  Edgar  M.  Morsman,  Jr., 

T.Myron  Westover, 
..  George  v.  C.  Eyre, 

Jerome  Tugersall, 

Chas.  M.  Showalker, 

Wm.  G.  Duncan, 
..  Frederick  W.  Ne^vton, 
..  Jacob  F.  Kass, 

Israel  Ludlow, 

Henry  H.  Cash, 

Frank  B.  Reynolds, 

L,  A.  Thompson, 

Lee  R.  Crawford, 
—  Ray  Hart, 

Richard     .  E  u  Ijiiuk, 

Thomri';  M.  W.iM.irr. 

Harrv  il  P.ittr-rNon, 
.  .   Ch ar  1 1'N  i  I .  ( "1  I's, 

Richiird  .Mien  Hitcheui, 
\\  iili;iui  11  Leahy, 
. .  T.  Lackcv, 
.  Henrv  Blatchford, 
Frank  J.  C.  T.  Krahn, 
Win.  Israel, 
George  £.  Bailey, 
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Thoiiifth  Parks  Itradticic, 
Rufus  Gillett  Lathrop. 
James  II.  Mays, 
Edward  T.  I  I.i[iiill<jn, 
Beniai?!iii  K.  K.night, 
Fr.i.ik  \V.  Ballenger, 

E.  ii.  blorie, 
W.  n.  Smilcv, 

Harrv  Cotia'nt  Bulklei . 
John  N\  .  Beemcr, 
D.  B.  Duffield, 

C.  H.  Alexander, 
William  Huff. 
Arthur  W.  DeSehn, 

D.  E.  Miner, 
James  Orin  Murlin, 

James  LeonardSmallev , 
Lenner  S.  Boreman, 

D.  F.  Noble, 

A.  Edward  Meyer, 
Charles.  \V.  Str.ittiti, 
John  Wilson  Hart, 

t  M.  AiJ.irr.-, 

"E,  F.  iJlaktly, 
llarrv  G.  Hav, 
George  A  rrhiir  Marstoii, 
Giovanni  R   F.  Villa, 
C.  L.  Hrooks, 
Oclavia  W.  Bates, 
W.  Stockton  Bigger, 
Jesae  G.  Yont, 
Charles  G.  Benle, 
Clarence  v.  Donovan, 
Thomas  M  Benner,  jr., 

J.  Earli*  iirov.  n, 

Clark  £.  Baldwin, 
Frederick  W.  Bacorn, 
Franklin  E.  Bump, 
William  B.  Rubin. 
Martin  S.  Chandler, 
Henry  M.  Wallace, 
Robert  M.  Barnett, 
O.  S.  Williams, 
John  C.  Crapser, 
Albert  A.  Htiseman, 
Charh's  W  A  wi  r- .  . 
W.  H.  \  .idrcy,  jr.; 
W'ui   H  Murdock, 
Heiiij,  j.  Malone. 
Charlcb  R.  Cary, 
H,  T.  Strong, 
H.  H.  Wail, 
John  W  Arnold,  • 
Arthur  A.  .Meeker. 

F.  A.  K.ulp, 
Mark  P.  Olne.v, 
A.  £.  Dunning, 
A.  H.  Perkins, 
John  McUlvan, 
Guy  V,  Williams, 
R07  J.  Covert, 
Jame«  D.  Kennedy, 
Arthur  Miller. 

J.  J.  Truman, 
Alfred  Rice, 

ioseph  Henry  Gosnell, 
talpb  D.  Haley, 
Lewis  E.  Royal, 
A.  H.  Jarman, 
Orville  W.  Pre&cott, 
Frnef  t  A  .Snow, 

E.  L.  Norris, 


I  Date  ol  Admlssioa. 
'  J  une  24,  1895  

u  u 


June  25, 


U 
tl 


June  28,  " 

Aug.  12,  " 

Oct.  II,  « 

"   17,  " 

Nov.  8,  " 

"    9.  " 

Dec.  3,  " 

Jan,   7,  1896 

«   16,  « 

Apr.  16,  " 

<■  u 

June  ^4,  " 


« 


Name. 
F.  A.  Wood, 
John  Lou^htiane, 
Michael  F.  Coary, 
\\m.  Chas.  Manchester, 
W.  A.  Spell. 
Charles  E.  Carter, 
VV.  C.  Cadwallader, 
Arthur  Van  Duren, 
Ray  G  MacDonald, 

,  D.S.  Ewing, 
Charles  J.  Vert, 
P.aoli  A.  Tarr, 
Wade  Warren  Thayer, 
Edmund  R.  Harrington, 

.  William  Lachner, 
George  H.  Voorhees, 
Henry  H.  Wende, 
Edward  E.  Spear, 
William  Wallace  Kerr, 
W.  H.  Ke!fv, 

C.  n.   St, mi:'. 
Ed '.surd  ,M.  .Shciby, 
Fred  D.  Hunker, 
C.  L.  McGiiire, 
Br.idfor<i  Knapp, 
Clifford  H.  Ranch, 
Jn-cpii  Hudson  Hunt, 
Reuben  A.  Fogg, 
Fred  I..  Ingrahara, 
William  Carveth, 
Arthur  W.  Rinehart, 
L.  F.  Jackson, 
Newton  J.  .Smith,  jr., 
C.  C.  Kellv. 
Rolfc  A.  Mills, 
C.  E.  McConkey, 
Charles  Marvin  O'Neill, 
Alfred  Lee  Short, 
Daniel  A.  Edwards, 

iacob  Lingard  Lorle, 
tenner  S.  Boreman, 
Robert  W.  Manly, 
Alfred  H.  Hunt. 
Henry  L.  Lyster. 
A.  C.  Bloomfleld, 
riif-ter  Fr!t75,haw, 
loiin  C  Uavics, 
Wm.  H.  Simons, 
Chas.  W.  Foster, 
Albert  J  Farrah, 
E.  G.  Rvker. 

Bert  K-  N' n -sli.-i  i;m, 
fo--(_-;il.  1 )  l-LuiCS, 

I'tiov  MiC  ncnner,jr., 
Harry  G.  Nicol, 
|.  O.  Mc II wain, 
"A  C  Leet. 
Win.  i:>.  Skinner, 
Alex  K.  Sedgwick, 
L.  S.  Thompson, 

{ohn  L.  Duncan, 
lenrv  N.  Morros, 
Tas.  t.  White, 
0)in  Pengra. 
Roger  Wykes, 
Geo.  D.  Williams, 
Jos.  P.  Vroman, 
William  O.  Van  Eyck, 
Chas.  H.  Winkenwerder 
Geo.  E,  Meredith, 
Guy  Merrill  Wilson, 
Elmer  J.  Neville, 
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Data  of  Admissloit, 
June  34,  1896  .. 


Nams. 

Herbert  N.  Ro««, 
Win  A.  Cook. 
Benjamin  N.  Savidge, 

 Charles  H  Mi  Bride, 

 Kent  D.  Williams, 

 Leland  H.  Sabin, 

 Cbarles  A.  Taylor, 

 Lawrence  T.  Harrit, 

 C.  S.  Carney, 

 .  Gport;.'-  Herbert  Ljrtle, 

 Picri  (■  1 1.  Kyan, 

 Harrv  T,  Huber, 

 John  Albert  Ra$«n, 

 Harry  S.  Tafft, 

 George  L.  Sanders, 

 Earle  V.  Mudge, 

 Ernie  A.  Snow, 

 Daniel  N.  Bc«sie, 

.  Geo.  H.  Kelly, 

 JUuthcr  G-  Beckwith, 

 £.G.  Hackney, 

 Herbert  K.  Oake«, 

 Wm.  Prlnele, 

.  D.R.WUnams, 

 William  Arthur  Hurst, 

 Frederick  Reed  Fenton, 

 Harrv  Milton  Lau, 

 Willfam  T.  Hewitt» 

 Robert  Brown  Beath, 

Duncan  B.  C.  Beath, 

»  Jaitie^  Gibbons, 

Wm.  P.  FiUuaimoae, 
 Paul  £.  Davis, 


Date  of  Admission 
July  17,  1896  ... 


•4 

« 


July  ai, 
Dec.  18, 


* 
* 

* 

e 

If 
* 
♦ 
♦ 


Name. 
Paul  T.  Davis, 
E.  Rusiell  Husion, 
.  Everett  li.  Latisam, 
.  Paul  P.  Hempel. 
.  Wm.  II.  Corlette, 
_  Herbe.'t  G.  Peckham, 

Waller  M.  Trevor, 
.  Frederick  P.  Smith, 
^  Clarence  Y.  Aird, 
.  Templeton  P.  Twiggs, 

-  WUliam  Scott, 

_  Albert  M.  Donovan, 
.  William  H.  Hockaday, 
.  Neil  S.  Reid. 
.  John  A.  Hlgley, 
.  Albert  B.  HaK, 

-  R.  M.  Connor, 
.  Wm.  SUcy, 

.  H.M.HIgh, 

.  lobn  W.  Adams, 

-  N.  H.  Stewart, 

.  P.  T.  Glassmlre, 
.  Clarke.  Wood, 
.  C.  T.  Alexander, 
.  E.  A,  Murphy, 
.  Frank  1'.  Lombard, 
.  M.  M.  Nesbitt, 
.  Chas.  P.  Locke, 
.  Wm.  C  Hicks, 
.  Walter  C.  Burridge, 
_   l-"rt!(Jcru;k  .S.  Wheat, 
Geo.  P.  Hopkins. 


